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To  His  Excellency  the  Most  Honamrable  the  Marquess  of  Lamsdawne^  Oovernor 

General  of  Canada^  S^c.^  ^c. 
Mat  it  Plsasb  Tour  Exokllinot,— 

The  nndenigned  haa  the  hoDor  to  lay  before  Your  BxcelleDOj  the  AdiiiiaI 
Beport  of  the  OommiBsioDer  of  the  North- West  Moan  ted  Police  Foroe. 

Bespeotfiilly  Bubmitted, 

JOHN  A.  HAODONALD, 
SupermtendetU-Qeiural  nff  Indian  Affain. 
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Hbad  QirAETm, 

BiaiNA,  31ft  Dtoember  1885. 

lb  the  Bight  Hononble 

Sir  Joffif  A.  Macdonald,  0.03^ 

SnperintendentG^nwrnl  of  Indian  AffiUrs, 
Ottowa. 

Sa^— I  have  the  hoDor  to  hand  jaa  my  report  for  the  jear  1885. 

It  will  probably  be  convenient,  in  treating  of  events,  as  &r  as  possible  in  their 
ehronoiogical  order,  if  I  distingoish  between  reports  oonneoted  with  the  ordinary 
polioe  work  and  those  deaoriptive  of  operations  daring  the  fiebellion.  The  latter,  there- 
ion  will  be  finind  complete  in  Part  II  of  this  report. 


PART    I. 

The  periodical  reports  forwarded  each  month  will  have  ftimished  the  details  oT 
the  nolioe  work  performed  from  day  to  dav,  and  it  is  nnneoeesary  lor  me  to  forther 
allnae  to  them,  except  in  some  few  special  instances. 

The  following  is  a  recapitnlation  of  the  cases  tried  in  the  North-West  Territo- 
ries daring  the  piwt  year.  The  rebellion  is,  of  coarse,  responsible,  to  a  great  extent, 
for  the  abnormiu  proportions  of  several  portions  of  the  eauender,  while  on  the  other 
hand  the  withdrawal  of  every  available  man  and  hcwse  for  daty  in  the  north  left 
tiM  large  districts  in  the  soath  with  very  inadeqoate  Police  protection  for  a  period 
of  some  months. 


BnoAnruLATiov  of  cases  tried  and  disposed  of  in  the  North  West  Territories  darinj^ 
the  past  year : — 

High  treason       .....••f 
Tr^son  felony        -  •  .  .  .  .  92 

Felony        --  -  -  -  -  --12 

Harder 17 

Accessory  to  marder       -  •  -  ...         4 

Arson  -  ......  4, 

Shooting  with  intent     -.-...         2-^ 
Horse  Btealiag         ......  48 

Bringing  stolen  property  into  Canada  .  •         •  l 

Cattle  stealing  ......  9 

Larceny  .  .•••••5$ 

Bmbezslement         ......  2 

Non-payment  of  wages  .....         4 

Selling  intoxicants  .....  22^ 

Giving  intoxicants  to  Indians  -  •  *  •        10 

Intoxicants  in  possession        .....  76 

Mannfttctorinff  intoxicants         •  *  -  •       •         3. 

Befasing  to  give  information  concerning  liquor      -         -  1 

Gambling  .......17 

Assaalt 42 

Assaalt  and  battery    ......         7 

Indecent  astaalt     ..-•..  2 

Drank 1» 
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Drank  and  disorderly      •           •           . 

31 

Insanity           -           .           .           -           . 

8 

Vagrancy             .           .           .           - 

6 

Beoeiviog  money  under  fiUae  pretences 

4 

Assanltiog  police 

4 

Threatening  to  kill     .           -           -           . 

1 

Attempted  sedaction         ... 

1 

Fraud             -             -           .           .           , 

3 

M.alicioQ8  injary  to  property 

4 

Setting  fire  to  prairie 

2 

Honse  breaking             ... 

2 

Illegal  possession  of  property 

13 

Beceiving  stolen  proper^ 

1 

Perjary             .... 

1 

Wife  desertion       -           -           .           - 

1 

Obtaining  goods  nnder  fiilse  pretences 

1 

Suicide             - 

1 

Military  prisoners             ... 

2 

Miscellaneous             ... 

41 

INDIANS. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  you  will  observe  that  the  offence  of  giving  or 
^ling  intoxicating  liquor  to  Indians  is  on  the  increase,  and  I  would  very  strongly 
urge  the  adoption  of  measures  to  prevent  its  ftirther  development* 

These  offences  have  principally  occurred  in  the  McLeoa  district,  where  whiskey 
peddlerH  from  the  other  side  of  the  line  traffic  amongst  the  Indians  of  that  seoti(»u 
The  maximum  punishment  which  at  present  can  be  awarded  for  that  offonce  is  not 
eufficient  to  act  as  a  deterrent  with  the  lawless  class  of  men  who  are  concerned  in  the 
traffic,  and  I  would  recommend  that  it  be  made  a  penitentiary  offence,  without  die 
option  of  a  fine — ^at  ail  events,  within  the  limits  of  treaty  No.  7. 

The  Indians  themselves  are  very  much  averse  to  liquor  being  brought  amongi^ 
them,  and  not  infrequently  give  information  on  the  subject. 

On  the  6tfa  fi£arch,  at  Fort  McLeod,an  Indian  named  <<Iron  Shirt"  was  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  horse  stealing,  on  complaint  by  another  Indian  named  *^  Black  HxmM." 
The  former,  who  was  committed  for  tnal,  attempted,  a  few  (Uys  later,  to  commit  suicide 
in  his  ceU  by  means  of  his  moccasin  strings,  which  he  tied  round  his  neck  and  to 
his  bed.    He  was  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  any  serious  results. 

On  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  at  the  same  place,  Constable  Hilliard,  from  Stand 
Off  reported  to  Superintendent  Ootton  that  he  had  endeavored  to  arrest  some  Indians, 
liut  had  been  unabie  to  do  so.  A  mounted  party  was  at  once  ordered  to  the  reserve, 
but  their  servicen  were  not  required,  as  the  lour  Indians  wanted  came  into  the  post 
and  gave  themselves  up,  saying  that  they  did  not  intend  to  defy  the  police,  but  had 
no  horses  to  come  in  on.    They  were  allowed  to  go  with  a  caution. 

On  the  31st  If  arch,  in  consequence  of  representations  which  had  been  made  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Sergeant  Paterson,  with  two  scouts,  proceeded  from  ICaple 
Oreek  to  Pie  a- pot  Creek,  Cypress  Hills,  to  enquire  into  the  occupation  oi  snndiy 
Indians  said  to  be  located  there.  Qe  reported :  ''I  found  Front  Man^s  camp  of  Oreea, 
numbering  twenty-five  'families,  some  being  in  houses  they  had  built,  the  others  in 
lodges.  As  far  as  I  could  see  they  were  occupying  themselves  in  trying  to  put  in  a 
orop  of  potatoes,  but  as  they  had  no  Implement,  except  cne  spade,  the  others  using 
sharpened  stakes  and  hatchets,  the  headway  they  made  was  small.  A  few  were 
fishing  with  dip-nets  and  catching  suckers  enough  to  feed  themselves.    As  it  had 
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'iMen  ramored  that  these  Indiana  were  making  bowrt  and  arrows  to  arm  themselvea^ 
ihe  sale  of  ammunition  beine  stopped,  I  went  into  every  lodge  and  house  and  eare* 
1U7  kx^ed  for  any  sign  of  sn^  work.  I  also  went  through  the  bosh  in  the  Ticinity, 
ihinkina*  this  might  be  done  oatside.  (These  Indians  are  not  receiving  Ooyemment 
•aid,  as  uiey  haye  refosed  to  so  to  their  resetve.) 

«  I  ooold  see  nothing  to  lead  an^  one  to  sappose  any  had  been  made,  and  think 
ibermnorwas  without  any  foundation— not  tnat  it  woold  have  been  <^  any  eon- 
seqoenoe,  as  no  wood  can  be  obtained  here  to  make  bows  ol  any  strengtii." 

Two  of  the  File  Hill  Indians,  named  <<  Star  Blanket  **  and  "^  Pee-pee-kis^is  ** 
were,  on  the  16ih  Jane,  broaght  to  Begina  from  Fort  Qn'Appelie,  charged  with 
leaving  their  reserve,  and  with  firearms  &c.,  proceeding  in  tne  direction  of  Fort 
<^*AppeUe,  whereby  there  was  imminent  risk  of  provoking  a  breach  of  the  peace. 
<^  Star  Blanket  "  had  been  warned  by  the  Indian  agent  that  if  Indians  left  their 
reserves  there  wonld  probably  be  troable,  as  there  was  a  number  of  soldiers  at  Fort 
<2Q'Appelle ;  but  on  the  14th  June  the  agent  found  the  whole  camp  (composed  of 
about  300)  four  or  five-  miles  to  the  west  of  the  reserve  limits— that  is,  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Qu'Appelle  ;  and  as  the  Indians  were  armed  with  guns,  bows  and 
arrows,  clubs  &o.,  a  collision  was  more  than  probable,  in  the  event  of  their  coming  in 
contact  with  the  troops.  Indian  Agent  Macdonald  took  with  him  a  police  constable, 
who  broaght  ^*  Star  Blanket "  out  of  a  lodge  in  the  camp,  and  took  him  into 
^custody,  he  being  a  chief  of  his  tribe,  and  so  responsible,  in  a  measure,  for  the  acta 
thereof.  «  Pes-pee-kis-is  "  was  not  in  the  camp,  having  gone  to  Fort  Qu'AppellCp 
oontrary  to  instructions,  and  wa^i  arrested  on  return  therefrom. 

Atlout  this  time  a  number  of  prisoners  captured  at  Batoche  were  hourly 
^expected  on  their  way  to  Begina,  and  the  necessity  for  these  Indians  being  confined 
40  their  reserves  was  exceptionally  great. 

At  the  preliminary  examination  the  prosecutor  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment withdrew  the  charge,  and  the  prisoners  having  been  cautioned,  were  allowed 
to  go. 

On  the  25th  July  Superintendent  liclllree  reported  by  telegraph  that  a  ma  n  named 
Molvor  had  been  shot  on  the  23rd  by  Indians,  at  a  spot  about  eight  miles  above  the 
^Saskatchewan  Landing,  and  that  a  party  had  left  for  that  place.  The  wounded  man 
was  removed  from  Swift  Current  to  the  police  hospital  at  Maple  Greek,  wherd  he 
<lied  on  the  29th  idem.  From  his  deposition  taken  on  the  25tb,  it  appeared  that  he 
came  from  British  Columbia,  and  having  taken  boat  at  Calgary,  was  on  his  way  to 
Prince  Aibcnrt  to  join  his  two  brothers.  Having  left  Calgary  on  the  8  th,  and  passed 
Medicine  Hat  he  said  :  ''I  came  to  camp  Thursday  about  noon,  and  in  leaning  over 
«amp  fire  a  bullet  whistled  between  my  arm,  which  was  stretched  out,  and  my  body; 
cat  my  shirt.  I  ran  towards  my  boat  and  shoved  off;  only  got  a  short  distance ;  ran 
on  sand  bar.  Indians  fired  seven  or  eight  shots,  and  one  old  buck  waded  out  (I  was 
lying  at  bottom  of  boat,  which  I  canted  up  on  off  side,  so  as  to  try  and  get  some 
protection  from  bullets),  and  put  his  gun  to  my  body  and  fired  I  jumped  up  and 
out  of  the  boat,  after  the  old  ouck,  who  was  retracting  towards  shore,  and  as  he  was 
reloading  his  gun  (old  muzEle  loader^  I  ran  for  my  axe,  which  was  in  a  log  near 
oamp  fire,  muied  at  Indian,  grabbed  his  gun,  and  brought  my  axe  on  his  head, 
knocking  out  his  brains,  I  thinks  Left  him  for  a  dead  man,  and  got  back  to  my  boat 
quickly  as  possible,  and  shoved  off  sand  bar  tmA  drifted  down  stream.  Think  I  was 
about  forty  miles  west  of  Saskatchewan  ferry,  and  when  passing  there  men  in  charge 
noticed  boat  coming  down,  and  men  from  steamer  "  Minnow  "  which  was  lying  at 
/<Nny,  put  off  in  Uieir  boat  and  towed  me  in. 

Constable  Partridge,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  party  detached  to  follow  up  the 
matter,  started  flrom  SwLft  Current  early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  ;  crossed  the 
Saskatchewan  and  went  about  twenty  miles  up  the  river  on  the  north  side  that  day. 
Another  twenty-three  miles  the  following  morning  brought  tbem  to  scene  bush,  where 
ihey  found  the  head  and  tail  of  a  grey  horse  very  reoentiy  killed;  ftirther  on  in  the 
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iHuh  tb^y  foQDd  three  broah  teepees,  aod  aplaoe  where  it  seemed  as  if  the  hone's 
akin  had  been  tanned  and  a  oanoe  made  ciiU  A  mile  farther  on  they  oame  upon 
tracks  of  bare-footed  Indians  opposite  a  sand  bar  in  the  river.  There  were  traoea  of 
a  recent  camp  fire,  and  an  axe  hidden  in  the  bosh  hard  by.  This  was  doabtlees  the 
spot.  The  constable  reoorted  :  '*  I  am  afraid  Mclvor  did  not  kill  an  Indian,  as  he 
claims  he  did,  as  we  coold  not  find  any  trace,  and  coald  see  every  foot  print  in  the 
sand." 

Three  of  the  party  then  examined  the  water's  edge  for  abont  twenty  miles,  and 
three  others  searcned  the  sand  hills,  bat  neither  party  found  any  indications  of  the 
route  the  Indians  had  taken*  Oonstable  Partridge  was  of  opinion  that  they  had 
crossed  the  river  and  returned  to  the  landing,  to  take  up,  if  possible,  the  trail  on  the 
aoQth  side,  but  arrived  to  find  that  Sergeant  Major  Douglas  and  a  party  had  gone  a- 
head  of  him.  On  the  4th  August  Superintendent  Mclllreereportea  that  the  country 
had  been  thoroughly  scouted  Mtween  Maple  Greek  and  Medicine  Hat  on  the  one  side^ 
and  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Swift  Current  Creek  on  the  other,  but  no  traces  dT 
liie  Indians  in  question  could  be  found.  He  added :  '<  I  do  not  think  the  Indiana 
who  killed  Mclvor  crossed  the  river,  as  some  men  coming  down  river  in  boat  picked^ 
up  the  skin  boat  made  by  Indians,  and  saw  them  on  the  north  bank." 

Late  on  the  eveninfip  of  the  29th  Joly  Superintendent  Mclllree  received  indirect 
intelligence  that  there  had  been  trouble  with  Indians  at  Sand's  Mill,  at  the  head  of 
the  Qvpress  Hills,  about  forty^five  miles  firom  Maple  Creek. 

Ming  unable  to  obtain  any  specific  information,  he  telegraphed  to  Sergeant 
Daohesnay,  at  liedicine  Hat,  to  start  for  the  mill  at  di^  liflrht  next  morning,  sendine 
a  non-commissioner  officer  and  party  from  Maple  Crew  at  the  same  time.  R. 
appeared  that  about  dinner  time  on  the  29th  seven  Indians  rode  up  to  the  mill  and 
asked  for  dinner,  which  was  given  them ;  they  stayed  but  a  short  time,  and  subse* 
quently  went  up  the  mountain  to  the  camp  of  an  Indian  named  "  Wild  Gat,"  cut  up 
£is  lodge,  destroyed  his  property,  stole  his  horse  and  took  away  his  squaw.  They 
then  returned  to  the  lognng  camp,  turned  their  horses  into  an  oat  field,  took  whii 
provisions  they  wanted,  lighted  a  fire  near  the  buildings,  and  danced  and  sang  all 
night.  The  mill  hands  had  betaken  themselves  to  the  null.  When  Scnrseant 
Daohesnay  arrived,  about  noon  on  the  30th,  the  Indians  had  gone.  Their  trau  was- 
not  readily  found,  but  was  eventually  found  leading  south.  **  Wild  Cat's  "  horse  was* 
found  tied  up  in  tlie  brush,  and  the  squaw  retnmed  on  the  second  day. 

The  Inaians  were  Blackfeet,  who  promised  to  come  back  and  bum  the  mill,  as  the« 
foreman  said  ;  so  a  small  detachment  was  left  there  temporarily  The  Indian  agent: 
at  the  Blackfoot  Crossing  reported  that  there  were  oniv  seven  young  men  off  the 
reserve^  and  as  he  knew  their  names  he  was  requested  to  infbrm  Superintendent 
Herchmer  of  their  return  to  the  reserve.  On  tne  11th  inst.  that  officer  started  for 
the  reserve  with  thirty-two  men,  telegraphing  to  Mr.  Begg  to  meet  him  on  the 
prairie  that  night,  and  give  him  the  names  of  the  maarauders.  Through  some* 
misunderstanding,  Mr.  Begg  did  not  meet  Superintendent  Herchmer  until  the  latter* 
was  within  a  mile  of  the  reserve,  when,  in  giving  the  names,  he  said  tibiat  he  had> 
told  "  Crowfoot "  what  the  police  were  coming  for.  Superintendent  Herchmer 
then  thought  it  advisable  to  see  <<  Crowfoot "  before  searching  the  campe.  ^*  I  did. 
BO,"  he  says,  '^  but  he  was  unwilling  to  interfere,  and  struok  me  as  beinff  in  a  sulky 
state.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  portion  of  the  camp  where  the  required  men  livedo 
which  was  alongside  '  Bunniog  Babbit's,'  a  minor  chie^  but  none  of  them  were  te 
be  found.  I  am  positive  that  they  were  warned,  and  had  not  slept  in  camp  tlie 
night  previous,  as  all  their  kits  were  awav  and  tents  empty. 

<*  I  then  explained  to  the  assembled  Indians  what  I  wanted,  and  advised  them  te 
produce  the  Indians,  but  with  no  avail.  There  was  apparently  great  cxoitment  in  the 
camp,  and  I  am  confident  that  if  the  accused  men  had  been  found  we  should  have 
had  to  fight  for  their  capture,  which  I  was  prepared  to  do,  but  which  I  am  tfaai^JU. 
to  say  did  not  happen. 
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**  The  Indians  prodooed  (bar  hones.  As  one  was  a  polioe  horse,  I  was  confident 
<heir  statement  was  true,  and  that  they  had  foand  the  horses  on  the  prairie,  and  that 
ttiey  had  been  lost  by*  other  Indians  or  half-breeds  esoaping  from  the  north. 

<<  I  retnmed  to  Gleichen  and  camped  for  thenight,  seTcral  Indians  following  mj 
psrty.  I  had  a  long  consultation  with  them,  and  arrived  at  a  better  fooling.  Thej 
promised  to  produce  the  accused  men,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  do  so  before  long* 
Among  other  things,  the  Indians  told  me  they  did  not  know  who  wo  were,  being  in 
brown  soits ;  that  they  thought  we  wer6  some  of  General  Strange's  scouts,  or  might  be 
a  party  arriving  to  disarm  them." 

OntheSlth  July,  in  consequence  of  representations  having  been  made  to  the 
laeuteoaot-Governor  that  raids  had  been  committed  hy  Indians  on  divers  settlers  in 
the  Gresent  Lake  and  York  Colony  neighborhood,  Sergeant  Hooper,  with  fifteen 
men,  and  Interpreter  LeveilU,  proceeded  to  Broadview  to  trace  and  arrest  the 
perpetrators. 

Out  of  O-Ean-ese's  band,  at  the  east  end  of  Orooked  Lakes,  he  arrested  four  of 
the  Indians  wanted  and  sent  them  to  headquarters.  Going  then  to  Fort  Pelly  he 
secured  ThcHnas  Brass,  and  calling  at  ICus-cc^pe-tung's  reserve,  picked  up  Pa-sung,  send- 
ing these  two  under  escort  to  B^na.  His  next  objective  point  was  the  Fishing 
Lakes,  near  Touchwood,  to  apprdiend  Too-too-nee-gan  and  Jonn  Fox,  but  on  arriving 
there  found  Too-too-nee-sran  had  been  recently  seen  on  the  Orooked  Lakes  reserve,  so 
-apprehending  John  Fox  he  returned  thidier,  but  did  not  aucceed  in  finding  his  man. 

Of  the  fbreffoinfi^.  Brass  and  Fox  were  subsequently  discharged.  Of  the  remainder 
fom  were  awarded  tbree  years,  and  the  fifth  two  years  in  the  penitentiary. 

In  a  report  of  the  26th  October  last.  Superintendent  Ootton  desired  to  bring  to 
my  **  notice  and  that  of  the  Honorable  the  Minister  the  objectionable  ohanges  that 
have  come  about  in  the  general  bearing  and  feeling  of  the  Indians  in  this  southern 
^ssetlon  of  the  Territories.  I  now  express  it  as  my  positive  opinion  that  the  feelinjg 
of  the  Blood  Indians  towards  the  Government  and  white  men  generally  is  at  this 
pvesent  nkoment  very  far  from  one  of  a  friendly  character.  In  this  rcbpect  the  past 
year  has  brought  a  marked  change,  particularly  among  the  young  men,  who  nlainly 
show  that  a  spirit  of  unrest  and  disquiet  is  not  dorment  within  them."  Alluding  to 
the  Bebeliion  and  its  suppression,  he  says :  *'  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
4MC0untB  of  the  various  scenes  enacted  in  the  north  are  received  by  the  Indians  more 
from  an  Indian  point  of  view  than  from  actual  facts.  *  *  *  The  loss  of  the 
troops  was  magnified  and  that  of  the  Indians  minimised.  This  is  what  they  still 
Mieve,  and  I  Uiink  it  shows  them  an  Indian  can  be  influenced  and  his  sympathy 
Jttoused  by  another  Indian  much  more  thoroughly  and  forcibly  than  by  any  white 
Buuu  The  chiefii  and  old  men  having  greater  and  more  varied  experience,  are  muck 
more  prone  to  form  correct  and  logical  conclusions ;  and  they,  though  certainly  not 
without  their  aboriginal  prejudices,  are,  for  the  most  part,  aware  of  and  ready  to 
admit  the  universally  iionorable,  humane,  and  even  markedly  generous  treatment 
they  have  at  all  times  had  at  the  hands  of  the  Government,  tttill,  their  influence  does 
not  appear  strong  enough  to  successfully  inoculate  the  younger  men  with  such  a 
train  of  thought,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  younger  men  played  the  most 
important  part  in  this  rebellion.    ^    *    ^    n^ 

^*  It  should,  I  think,  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  experience  during  the  past 
summer  has  furnished  us  with  what  I  may  term  data,  firom  which  we  majr  with 
-safety  asBume  that  had  any  serious  reverse  happened  to  the  troops  serving  in  the 
north  an  almost  simultaneous  outbreak  would  nave  occurred  in  the  south.  Even 
at»  I  wriie  i  cannot  but  call  to  mind  the  far  from  peaceable  effect  produced  here 
idien  ibe  news  of  the  fight  at  FiBh  Creek  )>ecamc  known." 

Aiier  adverting  to  the  hereditary  enmity  between  the  Blaokfeet  and  Orees,  and 
■expressing  his  belief  that  these  tribes  would,  noth withstanding,  make  common  cause 
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agalDBt  the  white  m«Dy  Soperintendent  Cotton  oootinaes,  with  referenoe  to  the.  d^- 
ffttch  of  eoma  war  partieB  on  hoiae«  stealing  expeditionB :—  '     nm 

«  This  horse  stealing  on  the  part  of  the  yoHnger  men  is  doing  an  inoalonlabj^^ 
amount  of  harm  throughout  the  camp.     Setting  aside  the  eoipplioations  it  may,  ^t/ 
any  time,  give  rise  to  with  the  United  States  wverpment,  it  unsettles  them  greatly; 
If  one  man  saooeeds  in  evading  arrest,  the  others  are  thus  propij^ted  to  copy  hfxk 
and  so  doing  is  considered  a  signal  sign  of  personal  bn^very  that  mvariably  meets* 
with  nniversal  approbation. 

'<  Thus,  a  large  number  of  our  Blood  Indians  are  becoming  proftssronal  horse- 
;ttiieves,  and  though  their  operations  are  carried  on^for  the  gref^ter  part,, south  of' 
the  international  boundary  Une,  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  universally  the  baite,  and 
war  parties  often  visit  distant  portions  of  our  Territories,  solely  for  the  purpose  of ' 
iiorse  stealing.  ' 

''That  our  Indians  can,  with  the  utmost  ease,  procure  strong  alcoholic  dirink' in 
the  United  States,  is  unquestionably  the  fact.     This  proves  a  powerftd  incentiVe  - 
towards  the  continuance  of  these  southern  migrations,  as  does  also  the  fact  that, 
they  receive  aid,  most  willingly  proffered,  in  their  criminal  practises  from  th^ir- 
blood  relations,  the  South  Piegans  (also  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation).     The  last  men- 
tioned Indians  dare  not  themselves  steal  Ajpierican  horses,  but  they  gladly  accept 
liorees  from  our  Indians  in  payment  for  help  and  information  afforoed.    In  addition  . 
to  this,  our  Indians  go  over  to  the  United  States  to  purchase  amnlunition.    They 
can  ard  do  get  any  quantity  of  it  from  American  traders,  who  appear  to  bd- 
specially  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  sales." 

Soperintendent  Cotton  then  alludes  to  the  discontent  of  the  Indians,  with  regard 
to  the  Canadian  law  which  prohibits  stolen  property  being  brought  into  Canada. 
They  can  understand  being  punished  if  they  are  found  with  horses,  &c.,  stolen  in- 
this  country,  but  they  cannot  comprehend  the  justice  of  punishing  them  for 
atealing  across  the  line — the  more  so,  as  there  is  no  reciprocal  provision  on  the 
other  side. 

While  on  this  pubject,  I  may  mention  a  proposition  which  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion by  the  stockmen  of  the  west,  which  I  think  deserves  consideration.    'It  is- 
that  each  tribe  of  Indians  in  Treaty  No.  7  be  allotted  a  duly  registered  horse  brand, 
with  which  ail  bona  fide  horses  of  Indians  maj  be  marked,  and  the  brands  defiioed  in 
case  of  sale,  in  presence  of  an  Indian  Department  official. 

I  desire  hereto,  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  shown  by  Mr.  James 
If.  Taylor,  the  United  States  Consul  at  Winnipeg,  in  connection  with  whiskey 
traffic  on  St.  Mary's  Biver,  and  of  the  prompt  action  of  his  Government  in  the 
matter. 

Superintendant  Cotton  telegraphed,  in  October  last,  that  a  whiskey  trader  had 
cstablisned  himself  at  St.  Mary's  Biver,  a  few  miles  south  of  the  boundary  line,  and . 
was  doing  much  harm.    I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Taylor,  soliciting  his  kind 
ffices.    He  represented  the  matter  to  Washington,  and  the  united  States  authorities 
promptly  displaced  the  offender. 

I  have  for  some  time  past  advocated  an  increase  of  police  force  at  McLeod,  and 
in  my  report  of  last  year  recorded  my  opinion  that  the  division  there  would  ere 
long  require  to  be  doubled. 

In  December  last  I  detached  *'  fl  "  division  thither,  with  the  happiest  results. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  additional  100  men  the  demeanour  of  the  Indians 
has  undergone  a  marked  change  for  the  better,  as  I  had  ample  opportunity  of 
observing  during  my  recent  vi^it  to* that  neighborhood.  I  am  of  opinion  however, 
that  the  strength  of  Fort  McLeod  should  consist  of  200  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  irrespective  of  outposts.  These  will  require  about  fifty  men,  and 
I  would  recofaimend,  therefore,  that  the  present  force  be  increased  by  that  number. 

On  the  2nd  November,  at  McLeod,  a  Blood  Indian,  nam>d  '<  Wind  Bellows  ** 
aaurdered  his  wife  at  the  reserve.    Superintendent  Cotton  went  to  the  reserve  witlk> 
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alnge  partj  to  make  the  wrest,  but  the  mnfderor  eoaM  not  be  IbmuL  He  bid^  it 
MdiBeqiientfy  appeared,  made  straight  for  the  Sooth  Piegai)  eaiinp  <m  the  other"  etde 
ntUim  line,  and  has  remained  there  since. 

With  regard  to  the  northern  district  of  which  BatUeford  is  the  Central  &ead- 
^winrten,  ezbrastiye  reports  have  been  preyionsly  forwarded  to  year  Department^ 
iind  it  is  nnneoessarj  for  me  to  repeat  them  at  length  here.  I  would,  however, 
oiiote  a  few  shorts  extracts  from  reports  made  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  who 
lad  been  instmcted  to  obtain  and  transmit  as  much  information  as  possible.  Under 
^«te  of  the  26th  October  last  he  says :~ 

^  The  imth  is,  the  reports  abont  the  Indians  and  their  doings  are  nnmerons 
and  coofo'cting,  and  haying  considered  the  matter  with  the  information  I  hltve,  I 
IttTe  come  to  the  COTolnsion  that  the  Indians  are  somewhat  discontented,' owlog  to 
Hie  fhot  that  certain  ill-adyised  reports  seem  to  have  been  drcaUted  amdng  them 
as  to  their  future  treatment". 

The  substance,  shortly,  of  some  of  these  rumours  is,  that  they  will  not  be 
permitted  to  beat  their  drums  and  dance,  nor  to  paint  their  ftces,  ko.  That  which 
aesmn  to  haye  frightened  them  most  is  a  report  that  ail  those  who  were  concerned 
IB  the  recent  trouoles  would  be  arrested. 

The  serious  possible  results  of  these  and  like  misohierous  reports  can  hardly  be 
ever-estimated.  Jfiven  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Indian  Department  to  carry  out 
aneh  reforms,  there  b  no  necessity  for  talking  about  them  until  the  time  comes  for 
hriBging  them  into  force.  It  goes  without  saying  that  in  the  case  of  the  northern 
Indians,  at  least,  our  true  policy  lies  in  teaching  the  Indians  that  we  are  content  to 
let  bjegones  be  byegones,  and  that  we  bear  no  malice. 

Major  Crosier  bays :  '^  I  see  no  necessity  for  any  serious  trouble  with  the 
Xadians.  It  is  only  necessary  that  they  be  managed  fairly  and  justly.  From  what 
I  hear,  I  belieye  the  Indians  fully  appreciate  and  teel  the  power  of  the  Government* 
Infsct,  in  that  respect,  this  section  of  the  country  is  in  a. better  conditiou  than 
ever,  yet,  as  I  have  before  said,  I  think  we  should  so  act  towards  them  that  they 
will  at  leaftt  feel  that  they  are  not  to  be  deprived  of  all  the  privilege^  and  pleasures 
wlrich  exist  for  them,  for  if  they  do  not  so  feel,  their  discontent  is  very  apt  to  lead 
tihem  to  acts  of  recklessness  which,  if  not  leading  to  a  general  Indian  outbreak,  will 
al  least  cause  a  most  unsatisfkctory  and  unsetSed  state  of  afteirs  in  the  country. 
Altogether,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Indian  matters  in  this  section  6f  the  country  are 
in  m  satisfactory  condition,  because  any  uneasiness  or  diBContent  that  exists,  can,  I 
believe,  be  allayed  by  judicious  and  careful  management  on  the  part  of  those  who 
I  directly  in  contactwith  them  from  day  to  day.'* 


A  report  bavins  been  made  during  October  that  about  twenty  Indians  belonging 
to  **  Orizsly  Bear's  Bead's  "  band,  of  twenty-five  oi  '*  Little  Pin^  "  band,  with  tihree 
bekmging  to  **  Sweet  Grass"  reserve,  had  left  for  the  south.  Superintendent  Mclllree, 
whom  I  instructed  to  intercept  them,  if  possible,  and  if  unsuccessful  to  ascertain 
flbeir  ultimate  destination,  reported,  on  the  4th  November  that  *'  Grizzly  Bear's 
Head  "  and  some  of  his  people  were  in  the  Little  Bockies,  south  of  the  lincw  Me  said : 

**  There  are  about  suity  of  our  Indians  camped  together  there,  having  been  put 
off  the  U.S.  reserve  at  Bellmap.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  what  route  they  took 
from  the  north  to  Belknap,  but  have  written  to  Major  Lincoln,  asking  him  if  he  can 
ftiid  out  for  me,  and  also  if  he  is  at  liberty  to  tell  me  what  disposition  is  going  to  be 
made  of  our  re^ee  Indians." 

H ajor  Lincmn,  Indian  agent  on  the  .Belknap  reserve,  in  replying  to  Super- 
intendent HcSlrse's  letter,  on  the  2Yth  November,  said : 

^  In  regard  to  the  Crees  who  have  fled  to  this  side  of  the  line,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  I,  upon  their  arrival,  notified  the  head  of  the  Indian  Department  of  the  situation, 
•aad  received  <Hrders  to  remove  them  from  the  reservation ;  but  a  few  days  before 
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veoeiTing  said  iiiBtniotioDB  tfae^  had  all  got  ap  aod  moved  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Fort  Assiniboiney  oat  of  oar  joriadictioiu  Hiful  they  remained  I  should  certainly, 
have  placed  them  on  the  British  side  of  the  line.  We  desire  to  be  rid  of  them,  bat' 
nnlesB  ihej  come  back  .within  mj  iarisdiction  it  is  not  probable  that  anything  frill 
l>e  done  with  them,  anlees  you  make  application  under  the  Bztradition  Treaty,  &c. 

^  The  last  I  know  of  tiiem  they  were  near  Fort  AssiniboiDe,  bat  I  have  lately 
heard  thev  were  going  to  the  ^<  Grows".  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  roate  they 
travelled  in  coming  here  "— 

In  forwarding  this  letter,  Saperintendant  McIUree  reports  that  he  had  ascertained 
thaf  Little  Poplar ''aad  all  our  Indians  were  camped  about  seventy  miles  from  Belk- 
nap^ <m  the  Missouri  Bivor. 

With  respect  to  the  district  of  Prince  Albert,  Supmntendent  Perry  reports: 
^  The  half-breed  population  is  quiet,  aod  the  feelingamougst  them,  to  a  great  eztenft, 
appears  to  be  one  oi  regret  for  Uie  past  troubles,     v  cry  few  will  acknowledge  that 
they  took  up  arms  of  their  own  free  will,  claiming  that  they  were  persuaded  and 
forced  into  &e  trouble. 

'^  They  are  now  entirely  dependent  on  freighting  and  government  assistance. 

**  I  have  seen  the  priests  of  the  different  hw-br^  mL^ons,  and  they  all  teXk  m 
piteous  tale  of  starvation  and  want  among  their  people. 

"  Inspector  Outhbert,  who  recently  visited  the  Half-lnreiBd  settlements,  reports 
that  the  hidfbreeds  are  in  want,  and  will  require  a  great  deal  of  assistance.  No 
trodble  need  be  feared  from  them." 

'<  The  Indians  are  very  quiet  and  peaceable.  Some  danger  has  been  apprehended 
firom  tiie  Indiiuis  at  DtLok  Lake  who  were  engaged  in  the  recent  outbreak.  Theoo 
Lidians  were  not  paid  their  treaty  money  and,  I  believe,  are  not  receiving  much 
assistance,  as  will  be  seen  in  Inspector  Guthbert*s  report  This  officer  says,  undmr 
date  the  17th  November :  From  the  Indians  of  Beardy's  reserve,  who  were  rebeb^ 
and  whom  I  saw,  I  learned  that  they  were  having  very  hard  times.  I  could  learm 
nothing  from  the  Indians  themselves  or  from  settlers  in  the  vicinity  in  confirmation 
of  current  reports  of  brewing  trouble.  No  alarm  is  felt  as  to  their  raiding  on  freiKhters 
or  settlers,  and  no  communication  is  held  by  them  with  Indians  in  the  BatUefofd 
district. 

"  At  present  none  are  off  the  reserve,  except  the  few  that  are  hunting  in  tho 
bush,  and  no  strange  Indians  are  among  them.  They  complain  of  not  getting 
enough  rations,  and  not  having  suitable  f^arms  for  Inlling  game,  but  in  other 
respects  are  quiet  and  peaceable. 

^'  The  opinion  appeared  general  among  the  half-breeds  that  their  late  leader 
Biel  deserved  the  sentence  of  death  passed  upon  him,  as  they  attribute  all  their 
troubles  to  him,  the  majority  of  them  having  been  forced  or  persuaded  into  open 
revolt  by  Biel  and  I>amoat.  The  CKoeptions  are  rare  where  the  half-breed  admit  tnai 
he  took  up  arms  of  his  own  free  will." 

BUILDINaS^BABRAOKS,  &0. 

Notwithstanding  the  accession  of  500  additional  men  to  the  force,  no  proviaion 
has,  as  yet,  been  made  for  their  accommodation,  with  the  exception  of  one  Urgo 
room  built  at  Begina  for  prison  purposes,  which  was  subsequently  converted 
into  a  barrack  room. 

At  Begina  the  barrack  rooms  have  been  crowded— so  much  so  as  to  effect  the  men's 
health— and  it  has  been  necessary  to  send  recruits  away  to  outposts  before  they  were 
]^periy  trained.  Half  of  the  Quartermaster's  store  is  now  full  of  men,  to  the  great 
inconvenience  and  prejudice  of  the  Quartermaster's  department. 

At  Fort  McLeod  twenty-seven  of  *'  H  "  division  are  quartered  in  the  building  of 
the  old  post  (already  condemned),  and  at  other  points,  such  as  Edmonton,  Battleford 
mnd  Pnnce  Albert^  temporary  provision  has  been  made  for  the  winter,  but  I  would 
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iigeiitly  impress  npoD  yoar  notice  the  advlsAbility  of  making  adequate  proTieion  fiMr 
ibe  meeent  strength  of  the  foree,  in  both  men  and  horses  as  soon  as  the  weather  opeiia» 

I  wonld  also  remark  that  police  posts  near  large  Indian  reserres,  each  as  that  ai 
FortMcLeody  shoo  Id  be  protected  by  earthworks  aid  a  stockade. 

The  post  at  Wood  Mountain,  when  erected,  shonld  be  t^imikrly  strengthened. 

All  police  posts,  no  matter  where  sitnated,  should  be  snrronnded  bj  a  feooe  of 
aomekiiKL 

The  riding  school  at  Begina  has  been  commenoedy  bnt  woric  is  disoontinned 
during  the  severe  weather.  It  is  not  probable  that  it  will  be  ready  for  use  before 
June  next. 

In  my  report  of  1881 1  reoommeded  that  oar  post  should  be  moved  to  BdmoBtOB 
from  Fort  Saskatchewan,  which  is  eighteoi  miles  distant  I  tan^gested  ^thalaa 
entirely  new  post  be  boilt  at  Edmonton,"  and  quoted  a  report  trom  Saperintendeiii 
Herohmer,  in  which  he  said :  *<  There  is  no  doabt  that  oar  detachment  shook!  be  ait 
Edmonton  instead  of  Fort  Saskatchewan,  every  day  shows  me  mora  clearly  tte 
tnistake.  The  work  of  that  detachment  is  at  Bdmonton,  ^o. " 

The  same  argamento  apply  more  forcibly  to-day. 

OLOmiHO. 

The  saitability  of  the  present  dress  of  the  police  has  long  been  a  moot  poink 

On  the  one  hand,  the  red  coat,  from  long  association,  luis  the  confldenoe  of  thft 
Indians,  aod  oondaoes  to  the  smarcness  and  soldierly  appearance  of  the  men.  On  th* 
^ther  hand,  a  red  coat  soon  loses  its  colour  amid  the  dost  and  dirt  of  prairie  traveL 

I  see  DO  necessity  for  an  idteration  in  the  tunic,  which  is  used  on  toll  ditm 
parades,  &a,  bat  consider  that  a  working  suit  of  some  stout  material  is  very  desiraUeu 

There  could  hardly  be  a  better  pattern  both  as  regards  material  and  cut,  than  thft 
auit  worn  recently  by  Methuen's  horse  in  South  Africa. 

I  forwarded,  in  July  1884,  a  pattern  of  a  cap  which  I  C(msidered  suitable  fer 
fndric  work,  io  that  it  shades  the  eyes  and  back  ofthe  neck,  is  light  to  wear,  serriF* 
eeable  in  color,  easy  to  carry  when  not  in  wear,  and  of  little  cost 

HlUfXTS  AHD  GAUNTLBTS. 

It  is  an  object  to  do  away  with  pipeclay  as  much  as  possible.  It  was  for  tUa 
leason  that  I  recommended,  la^t  year,  the  adoption  of  brown  leather  gauntlets,  sack 
■as  are  worn  by  the  mounted  infantry  of  the  Imperial  service,  in  place  of  the  wkit# 
<mes  with  which  we  are  now  equipped. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  the  helmet,  future  issues  of  which  should  be  of  buff 
er  brown  leather.  It  would  be  better,  also,  if  they  were  not  so  tall  as  the  present 
pattern,  which  presents  an  uuDeoeasary  surface  to  the  wind  on  the  prairie^  and  te 
•therebj  rendered  very  uncomfortable  to  the  wearer. 

BABRAOK  rUBlOTUBX,  BIDS,  fto. 

In  my  reports  of  1882  and  1884  I  alluded  to  the  desirability  of  providing  barraek 
fhmiture  for  the  men,  more  eepeoially  bedsteads.  The  comfort  of  the  men,  &r  motm 
than  the  appearance  of  their  rooms,  is  involved  in  this  matter. 

OOVUNOB  QSinUtAL*8  VISIT. 

On  the  arrival  of  His  Bzcellenoy  the  Oovernor  (General  at  Indian  Head,  on  the 
9st  September,  he  was  received  by  a  strong  escort  of  100  men.  A  small  mounted 
escort^  by  his  desire,  accompanied  him  from  Indian  Head  via  Katepwa  to  Fort 
'Qu'Appelle,  theoce  to  Qu'Appelle  station  where  he  embarked  ibr  Retina,  a  train  esoort 
of  one  oi&oer  and  twenty-four  men  aooompanying  him  ihither.  The  usual  guard  of 
iHonoar  received  him  at  the  OapitaL  On  the  evening  of  the  22rd  September,  with  thft 
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Mme  esoOTty  His  BxoelleDCT  left  Begina  for  ]>aDmorey  thenoe  Broceoding  to  Lethbridge^ 
wiiere  he  arrived  on  the  aftemoon  of  the  24th,  and  was  received  by  a  gaard  of  honour 
from  Fort  ICoLeod.  On  the  25th  a  mounted  eaoort  aooompanied  His  EzoeUenojr 
from  Lethbridge  via  Fort  Kipp  to  the  Blood  Beserve,  about  eiffht  miles  from  which  he 
wnm  met  by  the  Ii^ian  agent  and  a  party  of  Indiana  on  horseDack.  His  BxoellencT 
kad  a  long  interview  with  the  Bloodp,  and  camped  for  the  night  on  the  opposite  aim 
of  the  Belly  Biver.  On  the  26th  His  Excellency  visited  the  Cochrane  ranche,  and 
JPort  McLeod  on  the  following  day,  remaining  for  the  night  in  the  police  barraoka* 
On  the  28th,  failing  an  appearance  of  the  Piegan  Indians,  who  were  to  have,  come  in 
<6arly,  His  Bzoellency  started  for  Calgary,  camping  for  the  night  at  Mosquito  Oreek^ 
M  miles  north  of  Fort  Kaoleod,  and  reaching  Calgary  about  6  p.m.  next  day. 

A  guaid  of  honour  at  the  railway  station  was  there  fbmished  from  **  B  *'  divimoi^ 
and  the  29th  was  spent  in  visiting  the  Indians  at  the  Blackfoot  crossing,  the  vice-regal 

erty  and  escort  taking  train  from  Calgary  to  Glany  where  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant- 
vernor  was  in  waiting.  Arrived  at  the  agency  at  the  Blackfoot  crossing,  His 
Xzcellenoy  had  a  long  interview  with  the  Blackfeet,  and  subsequently  returned  to> 
CMgar^,  whence  a  snail  train  escort  accompanied  him  to  Donald, 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  express  his  approbation  of  the  smartness  of  the^ 
men  and  horses  composing  the  various  escortSi  and  of  the  state  of  their  Barracks^ 

HOBS!  STXALINO. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  falling  off  during  the  past  year  in  the  crime  or 
liorse  stealing. 

Many  horses  have  undoubtedly  changed  bands  without  the  customary  transfer 
«f  the  circulating  mediumi  but  the  professional  horse  thief  has  not  been  so  conspi* 
cuous  on  this  side  of  the  line  as  might  have  been  expected.  The  scouts  along  the- 
oouthern  fh)ntier  prevented  free  ingress  from  the  United  States  during  the  outbreak,. 
.jBid  an  outpost,  varying  in  strength  from  10  to  35  men  has  been  stationed  at  Wood. 
Mountain  throughout  the  summer,  with  parties  watching  the  Turtle  Mountains,. 
Moose  Mountain  and  Wood  Mountain  trails,  the  south-east  and  south  has  been  well- 
jKOvided  for. 

On  the  17th  August,  in  consequence  of  a  report  that  horse  thieves  were  lyin^ 
Iddden  iy  the  Moose  Mountain,  Sergeant  Kempster,  with  Interpreters  L6v6ill6  ana 
IjeQueene,  and  twenty  mounted  constables,  left  for  that  place  to  arrest  them.  A  few^ 
days  previously  Constable  Sayer,  who  was  on  leave  near  Moose  Mountain,  had 
reported  thad  he  received  a  bullet  wound  in  the  thigh  from  a  supposed  horse  thief 
samed  Wilson,  whom  he  intended  to  arrest  Having  ascertained  particulars  fromr 
Bayer,  Sergeant  Kempster  obtained  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  Fmnk  V/ilsoa 
dka$  Williams.  He  then  visited  White  Bear's  reserve  and  engaged  six  of  his  men  to 
jUMiat  searching  the  east  end  of  the  mountain. 

On  the  20th  and  21st  the  whole  party  thoroughly  scoured  the  east  and  north 
aides  of  the  mountain,  but  saw  no  recent  traces,  or  trails  of  men  or  horses.  On  the 
23rd  niue  reliable  Indians  were  selected  from  Fheaeant  Tail's  reserve,  and  on  the 
two  following  days  the  west  6ide  of  the  monntain  was  completely  searched. 

Fheaeant  Tail  said  that  they  had  not  ^ een  any  white  men  in  or  near  the  mouii!* 
Iain  this  year.  Captain  Pierce,  J.P.,  had  been  told  that  the  horFC  thieves  had  left  the 
xnountain  and  gone  to  the  Pipe  Stone  Valley.  Thither  Sergeant  Kempster  proceeded, 
jmd  satisfied  himself  that  not  only  were  theie  no  men  or  horses  tnerein,  but  thai 
there  were  no  traces  of  any  having  been  there. 

Sergeant  Kempster,  on  his  retom  to  Head  quarters  on  the  29th,  reported  r 
^  I>uring  the  time  i  was  searching  for  hon>e  thieves  I  enquired  of  every  settler  I 
came  to  whether  he  had  seen  or  heard  of  any  persons  being  about  answering  the 
description  of  Frank  Wilson  or  Budd,  and  no  one  had  seen  any  such  person  "  On 
Ihe  withdrawal  of  Sergeant  Kempster  Corporal  Sinclair  and  four  men  were  left  tcy 
do  duty  in  the  Moose  Moontain  and  neighborhood,  in  addition  to  tiiree  constableft^ 
-who  had  remained  there  since  last  year. 
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At  Maple  Oreek  Snperintondent  MdDroe  reported,  on  the  6th  October,  tluir 
eereral  attempte  had  htm  made  by  Indiana  to  steal  the  horsea  of  the  detachment. 
atalioDed  near  Sand's  mill,  at  the  head  of  the  O^Tprefle  IConntain. 

**  On  one  oocaaimi,  when  some  men  from  the  Walsh  detachment  were  there^ 
tiidr  horses  were  put  in  an  addition  at  the  back  of  the  staUe,  and  when  the  pioqoei 
discovered  that  somelhinff  was  wrwgf  one  horse  had  been  taken  oat  of  the  stable, 
the  halter  shank  havinff  been  out  The  thief  ran  fbr  the  bush  on  the  appearance  of 
the  pioqnet,  leaving  the  horse  behind  him.  On  the  night  ofUie  1st  Jnne  anothor 
attempt  was  made.  Constable  Harstone,  on  pioqnet^  saw  a  man  at  the  stable  door» 
and  on  challenging  him  the  man  dropped  and  ran.  Harstone  fired  twice  at  him, 
and  the  Indian  returned  the  fire  and  escaped  into  the  bosh.  The  same  night  a  horse 
was  stolen  from  the  ncHrth  stable.  The  tbieyes  always  choose  a  dark,  stormy  night 
for  their  attempts,  and  in  the  thick  woods  at  the  head  of  the  moontaina  it  is  almost 
an  impossibility  to  find  an  Indian.** 

Daring  the  outbreak  Superintendent  Mollree  reports  the  Haple  Oreek  district 
"  was  almost  entirriy  free  from  horse  stealing ;  bat  on  tiie  18th  Jorf  fimr  horses  were 
stolen  frt)m  Hay  Greek,  the  property  of  the  Leveill^  family.  The  loss  was  not 
reported  for  many  hoars.  From  what  1  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  horses  were  stolen 
by  Indians  from  the  United  States. 

<<  On  the  night  of  the  15th  October  the  wire  fence  sarroanding  Abbott's  field  at 
Maple  Creek  was  cat,  and  nine  horses  taken  oat  Aboat  11  a.m.,  next  day  six  of 
Ihem  came  back,  one  with  a  lariat  around  his  neck.  Abbott  cUd  not  report  antil  1 
p.m.,  when  it  was  too  late  to  do  any  good.  The  trail  was  followed  past  ikvis'  Lake, 
jq[>parently  heading  ibr  Belknap,  XT.S.  On  the  night  of  the  2f  th  another  raid  was  sac- 
ceaBftelly  made,  by  which  Front  Man  lost  all  his  horses,  as  did  a  settler  named  Sinclair. 
Sergeant  Faterson  and  a  party  started  immediately  in  porsaitbat  withontrcftnlt^and^ 
in  connection  therewith  Saperinteodent  Molllree  says  :  ''  Before  the  prairie  fires 
I  had  different  detachments  oat  camped  in  the  best  position  to  intercept  horse  thieves* 
Since  the  prairie  was  all  bornt  ap  I  was  compelled  to  bring  them  in,  bat  have  con- 
stant!]^ been  sending  oat  sooaUng  parties.  They  have  tried  every  method  of  catchinr 
the  thieves,  stoppiDg  ap  all  night,  and  have  not  hesitated  to  follow  the  trail  tfaroagh 
the  thickest  timber,  or  wherever  it  led.  I  have  some  of  the  best  scoato  in  the  coan- 
try,  and  they  have  worked  well.  These  Indians  mostly  come  on  foot,  and  lie  roand 
in  Uiick  timber  dating  the  day,  taking  the  horses  at  night.  Gtetting  a  long  start  and 
knowing  the  coantry  so  well,  they  pass  over  the  most  difficult  groand  to  track  on." 

On  the  3rd  November  Saperintendent  McUlree  reported.  "  Settlers  on  Hay 
Creek  complained  of  being  annoyed  by  Indians,  and  having  to  sleep  with  their  horses- 
every  night  I  have  sent  a  party  oat  there  to  watch  at  night.  As  sooh  as  I  received 
yoor  telemm  aboat  the  Bloods  having  left  their  reserve,  I  sent  and  warned  every 
one  who  had  stock  to  take  extra  precaations.  Some  took  no  notice,  and  some  tamed 
their  horses  oat  withoat  a  gaard.  On  Fish  Greek,  where  a  large  namber  of  horses  - 
are  owned,  and  where  proper  precaations  have  been  taken,  not  a  horse  has  been  lost 
this  summer,  bot  one  which  was  left  tied  out  by  itself." 

In  conaeqaence  of  the  foregoing  raids  I  detached  Serjeant  Faterson  to  Montana 
to  endeavor  to  trace  the  horses  which  had  been  stolen  daring  the  aatamn  and  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  officials  in  recovering  them. 
Having  arrived  at  Fort  Assiniboine  on  the  1st  December  he  was  told  by  Captain  • 
Hunter,  1st  IT.  &  Cavalry,  "  that  he  had  been  lately  at  the  Piegan  sgency  with  a 
large  detachment  and  had  found  no  horses  and  had  met  with  decided  opposition  from^ 
the  PiMans,  but  as  he  had  a  large  namber  of  *'  Crows  "  with  him  it  was  doubtess 
directed  principally  against  them." 

Following  up  the  Marias  Biver  to  the  agency  he  presented  the  letter  with 
which  he  was  furnished  to  Major  Allen,  the  affent,  who  promised  him  **  every 
assistance  that  lay  in  his  power  which  he  himself  described  as  '  not  much/  as  he  was  - 
forced  to  rely  on  his  twentv  Indian  police  for  all  information."    With  Mttjor  Allen's 

fn-mission.  having  b^ged  him  to  keep  secret  the  purport  of  his  visit.  Sergeant 
aterEon  having  uie  agency  interpreter  at  his  disposal,  roie  for  four  days  thronglu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12 


all  the  horses  he  ooald  find,  exanuned  eaoh  one  closely,  withoat  discovering  any  that 
vlie  was  in  search  of.  He  then  sent  two  of  the  men  who  were  with  him 
to  Depoyer  Greek,  twenty  miles  to  the  south  of  the  agency,  and  off  the  reeervftioni 
where  he  had  heard  that  whiskey  was  being  traded  to  Indians  for  horses.  They  foand  a 
sorrel,  very  closely  resembling  the  descriptioQ  of  a  horse  stolen  from  Medicine  Hat, 
in  the  possession  of  a  man  who  would  not  give  it  up,  although  he  acknowledged 
iiaving  bought  the  horse  from  an  Indian  for  $12,  the  auimal  being  worth  at  least 
41100.  A  large  fresh  brand  on  the  neck  was  sufficient  to  cover  up  any  other  marks. 
In  this  case  the  agent  said  he  could  do  nothing,  a  replevin  suit  being  the  onlv  course 
open  to  Sergeant  Paterson.  On  the  1  Jth  he  assembled  his  Indian  police  and  desired 
them  to  find  out  where  any  stolen  horses  were  hidden,  and  bring  them  in.  As  theoalj 
jresult,  one  horse,  belonging  to  Louis  Leveill6,  was  found.  No  Indian  put  in  a  claim 
4o  the  animal,  so  Sergeant  Paterson  was  allowed  to  take  him. 

With  reference  to  t^e  whiskey  trading  to  Indians  on  Birch  and  Depuyer  Oreeka, 
Major  Allen  informed  Sergeant  Paterson  that  he  was  now  taking  strong  measures  to 
liave  the  parties  punished  and  removed.  He  said  he  was  also  iniaking  a  complaint 
to  his  Department  at  Washington  about  the  Bloods  coming  over  there  and  kiiUng 
cattle 

M0B8JS. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  horses  for  each  division  should  bo 
100.    Including  the  chargers  of  three  officers,  this  admits  of  mounting  only  ftlty* 
.seven  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  leaving  forty  horses,  via.,  ten  four — horse 
teams. 

Ten  waggons,  at  least,  are  required  to  carry  baggage,  rations,  Jkc.,  of  100 
men  and  for^-three  dismounted  men,  in  case  of  an  entire  division  taking  the 
ifield.    The  waggons,  to  carry  thit»  weight,  must  be  strong,  and  therefore  heavy,  and 
lees  than  four  horses  to  each  would  not  suffice  when  speed  is  an  object. 

The  ten  waggons,  so  horsed,  will  carry"  the  weight  which  it  would  require  twenty 
pair  horse  waggons  of  ligbter  make  to  transport,  and  there  is  this  objection  to  pair 
horse  waggons,  that  if  one  or  more  horses  '^  play  out "  there  are  no  others  to  fall  hack 
upon.  With  four  horses  it  is  possible  to  allow  one  to  drop  out  for  temporary  relief^ 
in  case  of  necessity,  without  crippling  the  mobility  of  the  whole  party,  or  having  to 
leave  a  waggon  on  the  trail. 

^  The  horses  that  have  been  sent  hither  from  the  east  during  the  past  yeair  have 
.  stood  the  work  as  well  as  could  be  expected.  It  is  well  known  that  eastern  horses 
sre  not  available  for  much  wbrk  during  the  first  year  of  their  arrival  in  this  country, 
Bzperience  has  shown^hat  they  require  a  year  or  thereabouts  to  become  acciimatiaed^ 
and  that  during  that  time  they  should  be  put  to  moderate  work  only.  After  that 
time  they  are  capable  of  standing  a  great  deal  of  work. 

Team  horses  should,  in  almost  all  oases,  be  eastern  horses.  The  Fort  McLed 
and  Calgary  division  have  good  native  horses,  but  they  are,  as  a  rule,  the  picked 
horses  of  the  western  country,  and  their  equals  are  not  to  be  had  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  completely  equip  even  those  two  divisions. 

The  usefulness  of  this  force  depends  upon  its  mobility,  and  mobility  depends 
upon  the  quality  and  sufficiency  of  horses  and  the  suitability  of  the  waggons,  Ac, 
used  in  transport. 

INOBSASB  OF  FOBOB. 

On  the  1st  October  and  November,  respectively,  in  consequence  of  the  acceesioa 
•^of  strength,  I  created  five  more  divisions,  making  ten  in  all,  each  having  an  establish- 
ment of  100  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  the  former  numbering  fifteen* 
These  divisions  are  numbered  A,  B,  0,  D,  B,  F,  G-,  H,  K,  and  the  i>ep6t 
division.  This  last  will  be  permaneutly  stationed  at  headquarters,  and  to  it  all 
>reoruits  on  joining  will  be  attached,  being  drafted  therefrom  as  vacancies  occur  ia 
^e  other  divisions. 
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The  headqiuurten  steff  sre  dednotad  from  the  I>ep6t  divimon.    The  distribotion  - 
cf  the  force  and  the  fttrength  of  the  srreral  diTisions  are  as  ahown  in  the  general 
'«  BiBtribntiOD  State,*'  in  the  appendix. 

Between  the  Ist  January  and  Slat'  December,  1885,  608  reomiti  have  joined 
ihm  force,  and  have  ondergone  euch  training  as  oircnmttances  have  permitted  from 
time  to  time. 

Th^pkymqite  ct  the  new  men,  as  a  role,  is  much  above  the  average.  Too  large  m 
fMporti<Ni|  however,  are  nnabie  to  ride,  and  are  unaccustomed  to  horses 


DmuBunaN  SiAn  of  the  Force,  compiled  from  latest  Betnma. 
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I.......  ...».....«..«.< 
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Batflaford..... 
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1 

a 

98 
8 
8 

6 
1 

a 
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INDIAN  PATMINTS. 

The  nsiial  asaiBtancehas  been  rendered  to  the  Indian  Department  at  annual 
"treaty  payments. 

Strong  eeoorts  were  plaoed  at  the  dispoeal  of  the  several  agents,  and  the  payments 
-passed  off  without  any  noteworthy  ocoarrenoe. 

LIQUOR  TRA.FFIO, 

The  traffie  in  illioit  liquor  cannot,  I  regret  to  say,  be  said  to  be  on  the  deolinew 
'The  ingenuity  which  is  devoted  to  encompass  the  transgression  of  the  prohibitory 
law  is  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  Books  (that  is,  zinc  cases  made  up  in  the  shape  of 
books),  sardine  tins,  oyster  cans,  coal  oil  cans  and  barrels,  and  manv  other  reoeptaolesi 
including  trunks,  are  used  to  import  liquor.  The  last  mentioned,  checked  tnrough 
as  passenger's  baggage,  were  much  in  vogue  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  in 
connection  therewith  a  very  i>lausible  complaint  was  made  to  Ottawa  of  the  hiffh 
handed  action  of  the  police,  which,  however,  the  complainants,  did  not  substantiate  by 
avowing  themselves  the  owners  of  the  checks  in  question.  Details  of  the  sevenu 
seizures  made  have  been  already  reported  periodically. 

I  may  safely  say  that  the  majority  of  uie  people  living  in  the  North-West  do  not 
^rem>eot  and  do  not  hesitate  to  break  the  prohibitory  lic^uor  law.  It  is  the  unceasing 
and  faithful  endeavor  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  law,  in  the  &oe  of  a  rapidly 
increasing  population,  and  much  greater  facilities  for  evading  it,  to  which  the  Police 
owe  most  of  the  adverse  criticism  to  which  they  have  been  subjected.  Men  who  were 
law  abiding  citizens  in  the  old  provinces  think  it  no  crime  to  evade  the  liquor  law 
and  do  so  on  every  opportunity.  If  such  men  are  not  caught,  then  the  Police  come 
in  for  abuse  from  temperance  quarters.  If  on  the  other  hand  conviction  follows,  so 
much  the  worse  for  the  Police,  for,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  the  conviction  becomes  a 
conception,  which  eventually  gives  birth  to  most  unsparing  abuse,  not  of  the  law,  bat 
of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  it. 

LUNATICS. 

The  following  is  the  number  and  disposition  of  lunatics  who  have  been  confined 
here  during  the  past  year  : — 


Date  of  confine- 1 
ment  in  Regina 
Qnard  Room. 

Name. 

Where  from. 

Date  of  remoTal 
from  Regina 
Qnard  Room. 

Remarks  showing  Disposal,  4e. 

1886. 
June  18... 

July    17... 
Sept.  26... 
Oct.    20... 
'Wot.   21... 

Wm.  Jackson  «....• 

Frank  Lawton^... 

Isabella  Stocks ...... 

Gtoorge  Anbiey  ••••  .......m 

John  MoInt7re......«M ...... 

Prinee  Albert ......... 

do          

1886. 
Ang.  10... 

Sept.  30... 
Oct      7... 
Dec     1... 

a 
Transferred  to  Selkirk  Asjlnm, 
b^  Order  of  flis  Honor  tha 
Lieat-Qovemor. 

do                         do 

Mooeomin 

Broadyiew  .m.......... 

Qu'Appelle............. 

do                         do 
do                         do 
Held,  pendinff  instmctions  ttont 
His  Honor  AeLient.-QoTenior. 

MAIL   SBRVIOB. 


As  heretofore,  police  constables  have  iperformed  the  duties  of  mail  clerks  along 
the  line  of  the  Ganadian  Pacific  Bailway,  from  Moose  Jaw  westward. 

Three  men  have  been  employed  between  Moose  Jaw  and  Medicine  Hat,  three 
between  Medicine  Hat  and  Calgary,  and  beyond  that  place  one  or  more,  9^  the  traia 
service  required  from  time  to  time. 
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TBAMSPOET. 

The  truisport  neoeesftry  for  the  reqairemento  of  this  toree  is  ct  four  kindg :«-» 
Isk  A  heavy  spring  waggon  for  four  horses. 
2iui.  A  light  spring  waggon  for  two  h<H«es. 
3rd.  A  heavy  bnokboardfor  two  horses. 
4th.  A  light  backboard  for  a  single  horse. 

Of  the  fint  mentioned,  there  can  be  no  better  waggon  than  the  large  sprii^ 
waggon  in  nse  at  Fort  McLeod.  It  has  been  in  the  foroe  in  ooostant  use  for  years,  is 
4»pable  of  earrying  a  weight  of  one  and  a-half  tons,  is  very  easy  in  mnning,  and  tlMi 
bray  beiog  high  it  is  suitable  for  crossing  rivers.  It  woold  advantageously  sapersede 
the  Inmber  waggon  of  late  years. 

FuliDg  a  waggon  of  this  design,  I  wooM  recommend  the  *'  White  Water"* 
waggon,  which  is  now  nearly  extinct  in  the  foroe.  These  waggons  came  into  tha 
-oonntry  with  the  Boundary  Commission  in  1871.  After  three  years,  service  therewith, 
they  were  handed  over  to  the  police  in  1874,  and  stood  oar  heavy  work  for  many 
^ears. 

Their  special  excellence  may,  to  a  very  great  extent,  be  accoanted  fbr  by  th* 
fftct  that  they  were  constracted  under  the  supervision  of  the  men  who  were  going  to 
use  them,  viz,^  the  Soyal  £ngiaeers. 

2nd.  For  a  light  spring  waggon,  two  horses,  I  would  recommend  a  platform 
49pring. 

3rd.  A  heavy  buckboard  for  two  horses,  suitable  for  a  long  trip  for  a  small  party 
who  have  to  carry  bedding,  rations  and  forage. 

The  body  of  the  buckboard  should  be  high,  and  should  rest  on  the  cross-pieoea 
ikttached  to  the  axles,  without  any  springs  whatever.  The  seat  should  have  a  thr69 
leaved  spring,  and  there  should  be  a  box  under  the  seat. 

4th.  A  pattern  of  light  buckboard  fot  a  single  horse  suitable  for  work  round  a 
post  IB  built  in  C^ada. 

With  all  waggons  and  buckboards,  of  whatever  pattern  or  description,  it  is 
indispensable  that  the  quality  of  the  material  used  be  of  the  best. 

Screws  may  be  said  to  be  useless  for  vehicles  designed  for  police  work.  All 
attachments  should  be  bolted,  the  nuts  being  ri vetted.  The  iron  work,  spring  and 
axles  should  be  of  particularly  good  material. 

If  patterns  are  adopted  for  police  waggons,  &c.,  specifications  should  be  laid 
down  for  the  guidance  of  manufacturers,  and  the  work  should  be  inspected  by  an 
expert  before  being  painted. 

nLXOBAPmO  OOMMUtflOATION. 

A  telegraph  line  has  during  the  year,  been  constructed  from  Dunmore  to  Fori 
]IcIieod,ai»a  a  railway  from  Dunmpre,  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  to  Lethbridge, 
a  point  about  twenty-eight  miles  from  Fort  McLeod.  In  case  of  necessity  it  ii^ 
therefore,  possible  to  Uirow  a  forde  into  Lethbridge  from  headquarters  within 
twenty-four  hours,  and  this-  rapid  communication  Is  an  important  &otor  in  the 
Indian  question. 

A  telegraph  line  haa  also  been  constructed  from  Moose  Jaw  to  Wood  Monntauu 
Itisof  some  importance  that  thiS'i^iould  be  a  Qovernment  line  throughout,  which 
at  present  it  i»«Qti  >  'Mooee  Jaw  being  aboqt  forty  miles  to  the  west  of  Begina,  a 
message  travels  thither  upon  the  railway  wires,  and  is.  there  transo^itted  to  the 
WoodJfonvtaioiwhrei'^  >  v.       ..    d    >    ,. 

^     if?the>ektoadteii>PAaiiofiaflwii^  a^horitiea  wonld  allow  their  p(^es  to  be  used 

'  "frcWfiehitti'ifoosQiJalwf^  sefteate.wire^.  might  thece  . connect  djreotly  with  the 

~  Wobd''iioi%fatHiDt>v^re^  4hd>ithe' Wood  likMmtai^    post  would    be    in.  immediate 

^  coiaftnmbk»itiob!Wiith<hea<i^arttM,  pre^oming,  of  ooarae^.tbat  the  J^egi^a  end  of  the 

^  wire  brafkehM  direotlydtto*  and' terminates  in  my  office.        ...         i 
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The  same  may  be  said  of  the  telegraphic  oommanioation  with  the  north.  Fronb 
^o*Appelle  northward  the  line  is  a  G^emment  line,  and  messages  are  transmitted 
from  tne  railway  line  to  the  Government  line  ;  the  delay  in  transmission,  from  one 
eanse  or  another,  having  often  proved  not  only  troublesome  bat  prejndioial  to  th^ 
«oan try's  interest.  I  submit  that  a  separate  line  should  run  from  my  office  along^ 
the  railway  poles  to  Qu'Appelle  station,  and  there  connect  with  the  Government 
Kne.  Our  northern  posts  would  then  be  in  direct  communication  with  headquartersi 
and  official  telegraphic  correspondence  would  not  be  published  in  a  garbled  and 
objectionable  form. 

I  have  above  alluded  to  communication  with  Wood  Mountain  post,  but  the  line- 
is  of  little  value  until  the  post  is  established.  I  beg  to  repeat  my  recommendations^ 
of  former  years,  as  to  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  permanent  post  at  that  point. 
The  reason  for  those  recommendations  do  not  now  need  further  repetition. 

POLIO!  ACT. 

I  submitted,  in  a  special  report  dated  27th  November,  1884,  some  alterations 
which  I  considered  advisable  in  Uie  Police  Act,  and  would  now  add  thereto  a  provi- 
sion that  an  offender  convicted  under  the  penal  clauses  of  the  Police  Act  for  an 
offence  against  police  discipline  shall  not  oe  subject  to  any  writ  of  habeas  corpm^ 
Failing  this  provision,  the  interests  of  discipline  will  assuredly  suffer. 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  insist  that  a  police  prisoner  has  an  appeal  from* 
a  sentence  inflicted  by  his  commanding  officer  to  myself,  and  through  myself,  if 
neoessary,  to  the  **  Minister  charged  wit£  the  control  and  management  of  the  I*orce,*^' 
but  that  no  other  appeal  is  intended,  or  can  be  allowed.   Further,  that  no  iegil 
counsel  can  be  permitted  to  interfere  in  a  question  of  police  discipline. 

OANADIAH  PACIFIC  BAIL  WAT  IN  MOUNTAINS. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  work  performed  by  a  detachment  of  the 
Ibree  under  my  command,  who,  under  Inspector  Steele,  have  been  employed  in  the 
maintenance  of  law  and  order  on  that  part  of  the  Oanadian  Pacific  Bailway  under 
construction  in  the  mountains. 

Until  the  10th  June  last,  the  distribution  of  this  detachment  was  as  follows : — 

Men.       Hones. 

Laggan 3 

3rd  Sidinff 2 

Golden  (Kty ^^ 8  7 

1st  Crossing 4  2 

Beaver  Greek 2  1 

Summit  of  Selkirks 2  1 

2nd  Crossing 4  2 

A  little  later,  as  construction  proceeded.  Golden  City  was  left  with  three  men- 
and  one  horse,  the  balanoe  being  moved  on  to  Beaver  Greek. 

In  the  absence  of  gaol  accommodation  for  the  district  of  Kootenai,  cells  were 
eoDstructed  at  the  3id  Siding,  Golden  Oily,  1st  Grossing,  Beaver  Greek,  Summit 
of  Selkirks  and  2nd  Grossing.  A  mounted  escort  of  four  constables  was  detailed  to 
escort  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  paymaster  whenever  he  required  it. 

Inspector  Steele  reports : — 

*'  Anout  the  first  day  of  April,  owing  to  their  wages  being  in  arrears,  1,200  of 
llie  workmen  employed  on  the  line  struck,  where  the  end  of  the  track  then  was,, 
and  informed  the  manager  of  construction  that  unless  paid  up  in  flill  at  onoe,  and 
more  regularly  in  future,  they  would  do  no  more  work.  They  also  openly  stated  their 
intention  of  committing  acts  of  violeince  upon  the  staff  of  the  roiul,  and  to  destroy 
property.  I  received  a  deputation  of  the  ringleaders,  and  assured  them  that  if  they 
eomnittedanyaet  of  violence^  and  were  not  orderly,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the* 
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word,  I  would  iniliot  upon,  the  ofTenden  the  severeBt  paDishment  the  law  would 
idlow  me.  They  saw  the  manager  of  oonstruotion,  who  promised  to  aooede  to  their 
demands,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  if  they  woald  retam  to  their  camps,  their  board 
not  to  cost  them  anything  in  the  meantime.  Some  were  satisfied  with  this,  and 
le^erftl  hondred  retomed  to  their  camps.  The  remainder  stayed  at  the  Beaver  (where 
there  was  a  population  of  700  loose  characters),  ostensibly  waiting  for  their  money. 
They  were  apparently  very  quiet,  bat  one  morning  word  was  broaght  to  me  that 
some  of  them  were  ordering  the  brickiavers  to  quit  work,  teamsters  freighting 
supplies  to  leave  their  teams,  and  bridgemen  to  leave  their  work.  I  sent 
deuu)hment8  of  police  to  the  points  threatened,  leaving  only  two  men  to  take  charge 
<^  the  prisoners  at  my  post.  I  instmcted  the  men  in  charge  of  the  detachments  to 
use  ^e  very  severest  measures  to  prevent  a  cessation  of  the  work  of  construction. 

^  On  tiie  same  afternoon  Constable  Kerr,  having  occasion  to  go  to  the  town, 
eaw  a  contractor  named  Behan,  a  well  known  desperado  (supposed  to  be  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  strike),  drunk  and  disorderly,  and  attempted  to  arrest  him.  The  con- 
stable was  immediately  attacked  by  a  large  crowd  of  strikers  and  roughs,  thrown 
dofwn  and  ultimately  driven  off.  He  returned  to  barracks,  and  on  the  return  of 
Sergeant  Fury,  with  a  party  of  three  men  from  the  end  of  the  track,  that  non-com- 
missioned officer  went  with  two  men  to  arrest  the  offending  contractor,  whom  they 
found  in  a  saloon  in  the  midst  of  a  gan^  of  drunken  companions.  The  two  constables 
took  hold  of  him  and  brought  him  out,  out  a  crowd  of  men,  about  200  strong,  and  all 
armed,  rescued  him,  in  spite  of  the  most  resolute  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  police. 
33ie  oongregated  strikers  aided  in  the  rescue,  and  threatened  the  constables  if  they 
persisted  in  their  efforts." 

^  As  the  sergeant  did  not  desire  to  use  his  pistol,  except  in  the  most  dire  neces- 
sity, he  came  to  me  (I  was  on  a  sick  bed  at  the  time)  and  asked  for  orders.  I  directed 
him  to  go  and  seize  the  offender,  and  shoot  any  of  the  crowd  who  would  interfere.  He 
returned,  arrested  the  man,  but  had  to  shoot  one  of  the  rioters  through  the  shoulder 
before  the  crowd  would  stand  back.  I  then  requested  Mr.  Johnston,  J.P.,  to  explain 
the  Biot  A.ct  to  the  mob,  and  inform  them  that  I  would  use  the  strongest  measures  to 
prevent  any  recurrence  of  the  trouble.  I  had  all  the  men  who  resist^  the  police,  or 
ailed  Behan,  arrested  next  morning,  and  fined  them,  together  with  him,  $100  each^ 
>  or  six  months  hard  labor." 

**  The  strike  collapsed  next  day.  The  roughs  having  had  a  severe  lesson,  were 
quiet.  The  conduct  of  the  police  during  this  trying  occasion  was  all  that  could  be 
desired.  There  were  only  five  at  the  Beaver  at  the  time,  and  they  faced  the  powerful 
mob  of  armed  men  with  as  much  resolution  as  if  backed  by  hundreds." 

**  While  the  strike  was  in  progress  I  received  a  telegram  from  His  Honor  the 
]iieutenant-GK>vemor  of  the  North-West  Territories,  directing  me  to  proceed  to  Cal- 
gary at  once  with  all  the  men,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  public  service  I  was 
oUiged  to  reply,  stating  that  to  obey  was  impossible  until  the  strike  was  settled. 

*'  On  the  7th  day  of  April  the  laborers  had  been  all  paid,  and  I  forthwith  pro- 
ceeded to  Calgary,  leaving  the  men  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Fury  until  everything  was 
perfectly  satisfactory." 

On  the  7th  April  a  constable  found  in  the  Moose  Jaw  Creek  the  dead  body  of  a 
man  named  Malaski,  with  a  heavy  chain  attached.  The  same,  night  Sergeant  Fyffe 
arrested  one  John  Connor  on  suspicion  of  being  the  murderer.  An  ezami  nation  of 
Connor's  house  showed  traces  of  blood  on  the  walls  and  floor,  an  attempt  having  been 
made  to  chip  the  stains  off  the  latter  with  an  aze,  and  fhrther  examination  revealed 
the  track  of  the  body,  which  had  been  dragged  from  the  house  to  the  creek.  Tho 
murder  had  evidently  been  committed  with  an  axe,  while  the  murdered  man  was 
lying  on  the  bed,  probably  asleep,  there  being  three  deep  wounds  on  the  side  of  the 
head. 

Connor  was  convicted  of  the  murder  befbre  Colonel  Bichardson,  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  and  a  jury,  on  the  2nd  May,  and  was  executed  here  on  the  17tJi  July. 
The  prisoner  made  no  statement  of  any  kind  with  respect  to  his  guilt. 
8a— 2 
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At  Begina,  on  the  2nd  Jane,  a  man  named  Kennedy  waa,  about  midnight^  found 
near  the  guard  room  by  the  sentry  on  that  post.  Being  unable  to  give  a  satisfaotorj 
aoooont  of  himself,  he  was  taken  into  cnstody.  He  had  in  his  pocket  a  nnmber  of 
lacifer  matches,  with  other  odds  and  ends,  and  told  a  confused  story  of  having  been 
•directed  to  the  barracks  for  a  night's  lodging.  He  was  chu:ged  with  yagranoy,  and 
was  next  day  discharged  with  a  caution. 

On  the  foliowiug  Sunday,  the  7th,  he  was  arrested  for  having,  on  the  night 
previous,  set  fire  to  a  railway  bridge  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway,  about  six 
miles  east  of  Begina,  aud  on  conviction  thereof  was  sentenced  to  three  years  in  the 
penitentiary. 

About  I  o'clock,  a.m.  on  the  7th,  a  sentry  apprehended  another  man  whom 
he  found  lurking  in  the  ueighborhood  of  his  post,  and  who  was  unable  to  give  a 
satisfactory  account  of  himself.  This  man  received  three  months  imprisonment  with 
hard  labor,  as  a  vagrant. 

This  being  the  second  case  of  the  kind  within  a  few  days,  Superintendent  Deane 
informs  me  that  he  reported  the  matter  to  the  Department  at  thetime^  in  order  that^ 
if  expedient,  some  provision  might  be  made  in  the  Vagrant  Act  to  include  more 
specifically  offences  of  this  nature. 

On  the  9th  July  at  Medicine  Hat,  Robert  Casey  was  shot  by  one  Ben  Hale,  about 
^  p.m.,  at  the  Four  Mile  Lake.  This  having  been  reported  to  Maple  Creek  at  about 
10.30  p.m.,  a  party  was  at  once  despatched  to  the  scene  of  the  occurence,  when  it 
was  lound  that  the  murderer  had  gone  across  country,  in  the  direction  of  the 
boundary  line,  with  a  saddle  and  pack  horse.  The  night  being  very  dark  it  was 
impossible  to  fohow  him.  The  wounded  man  was  carried  to  M^icine  Hat,  where  ho 
died  on  the  morning  of  the  10th. 

The  United  States  posts  along  the  boundary  line  were  notified  by  telegram  of 
the  route  taken  by  the  murderer. 

The  murder  was  the  outcome  of  a  drunken  argument  about  a  horse  race,  as 
apparent  from  evidence  taken  at  the  coroner's  inquest.  Sergeant  Jones  was 
despatched  to  Benton,  in  Montana  Territory,  to  get  the  murderer  arrested  by  the 
United  States  officials,  but  telegraphed  to  Superintendent  McIUree  that  although. 
Sheriff  Healy  knew  where  to  find  Hale,  he  would  not  interfere,  unless  a  reward^were 
offered.    Ben  Hale  is  therefore  still  at  large. 

BOUTHIBN  MANITOBA. 

On  the  28th  Julv  Inspector  Sanders,  one  non-commissioner  officer  and  twenty- 
four  constables,  with  twenty-six  horses,  profeeeded  to  Southern  Manitoba  for  the 
prevention  of  horse  stealing  in  a  district  stretching  along  the  frontier  from  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  municipality  of  Louise  to  the  western  boundary  of  the 
Province.  A  request  for  this  protection  had  been  made,  on  behalf  of  the  settlers^ 
by  the  Attomey-mneral  at  Winnipeg,  and  the  Bight  Honorable  the  President  of  the 
PriTT  Council,  in  sanctioning  <<  for  the  present  and  until  a  local  force  is  formed  "  the 
employment  of  a  small  detachment  of  police,  reminded  the  Attorney-General  '*  that 
it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Mounted  Police  to  enforce  the  laws  in  Manitoba." 

Inspector  Sanders  distributed  his  men  between  Manitou,  Clearwater,  Wakopa, 
Deloraine  and  Sourisford,  and  thoroughly  patrolled  the  country  within  the  limits 
laid  down. 

He  reported  on  the  4th  August :  *^  The  country  west  of  Deloraine  is  very 
|)Oorly  settled,  but  from  Deloraine  east  the  settlements  are  thick.  A  railway  is  being 
built  from  Manitou  to  within  ten  miles  of  Wakopa  this  autumn,  and  the  number  of 
liorses  which  will  be  necessarily  used  in  the  construction  will  be  a  great  temptatioiL 
to  horse  thieves. 

**  I  enclose  a  map,  on  which  I  have  shown,  by  an  arrow  on  each  side  of  ths 
^Turtle  Mountain,  the  direction  in  which  thieves  go  in  and  out  of  the  country.   Thejr 
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•oianot  go  throoi^h  the  moaDtaiDB  with  stock,  as  they  are  thicklj  weoded,  and  thev 
tkirt  Toandy  using  the  timber  as  a  hiding  plaoe  for  their  camps."  On  the  15th 
August  he  reported : ''  Some  ponies  have  been  ran  off  at  Moosomin,  and  so  far  this  is 
the  only  ease  of  horse  stealing  I  have  heard  of." 

On  the  11th  Angost  it  was  reported  by  Constable  Garnham,  in  charge  of  the 
CSearwater  detachment,  that  a  horse  had  been  stolen  trom  Horden  on  the  lst» 
and  had  been  since  seen  soath  of  lIanitoa«  About  the  25th  he  succeeded  in  tracing 
the  animal  to  a  farm  near  the  boundary,  whither  it  had  evidently  strayed. 

On  the  20th  August  some  railway  navvies  created  a  disturbance  in  Mauitou,  and 
amused  themselves  by  breaking  windows,  &c.    The  townspeople  requested  the 

elice  to  quell  the  disturbance,  and  this  they  did,  as  Mr.  Clark,  J.P.,  informed 
apeotor  Sanders,  *'  in  a  very  prompt  and  efficient  manner." 

On  the  20th  September  Inspector  Sanders  reported : 

**  Oo  Friday,  tlie  15th,  whilst  I  was  at  Manitou,  the  sheriff  of  Cavalier  County, 
Dakota,  n.S.A.,  arrived  and  reported  having  traced  a  murderer  to  within  eight 
miles  of  ICanitou.  On  receiving  a  description  of  the  man,  I  sent  some  men  through 
the  railway  oampe  in  the,  vicinity,  to  see  whether  he  had  got  amon^  the  nawiee, 
and  went  myself  with  one  man  to  the  point  where  the  sheriff  had  fost  the  scent. 
We  traced  the  man  from  there  into  llanitou,  and  found  he  did  not  fully  answer  the 
•description,  and  was  evidently  not  the  man. 

"  They  had,  it  seems,  followed  the  wrouff  man  from  the  beginning,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  he  is  on  this  side  of  the  line  at  tSL 

**  On  Friday,  the  18th,  His  Bzcellency  the  Governor  General  arrived  in  ICani- 
too.  I  increased  the  number  of  thd  detachment  by  three  men  from  Cartwright,  and 
&rmed  a  sort  of  escort  when  he  drove  through  the  country." 

*'  On  the  25th  September/'  a  later  report  says,  "  I  heard  of  some  ponies  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Moosomin,  N.W.T.,  being  on  the  other  side.  I  started  out 
with  two  constables,  and  traced  them  to  DeviVs  I^tke,  about  100  miles  south  of  the 
boundary,  but  could  not  follow  them  any  further." 

On  the  18th  November  Inspector  Sanders  returned  to  headquarters  with  his 
detachment,  and  reported  that  during  the  whole  time  the  detachment  was  in  South- 
^em  Manitoba  there  was  not  one  case  of  horse  stealing. 

On  the  16th  November  last  Louis  Biel  was  executed  within  the  precincts  of  the 

.gaol  here. 

The  body  was  subsequently  handed  over  to  Mr.  Bonneau,  by  order  of  thesherifll 
Unfounded  and  malicious  reports  were  circulated,  after  the  execution,  that  the 

hody  had  been  mutilated,  and  to  disprove  this  rumour,  the  coffin  was  opened  and  the 

body  examined  in  presence  of  myself,  Mr.  Bonneau  and  other  persons,  before  it  waa 

4illowed  to  leave  the  barracks. 
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PART    II. 

In  reoordiDg  the  oonneotion  of  the  police  with  the  reoent  outbreak,  It  may 
perhaps  be  adviBable  to  briefly  review  the  situation  from  the  time  that  Louis  Biel 
came  into  the  country,  at  the  request  of  the  half-breeds,  to  act  as  their  leader  and 
representative. 

The  first  report  on  this  subject,  bearing  date  13th  July,  1884,  was  rendered  by 
Superintendent  Grozier,  who  was  in  command  at  Battleford,  in  which  he  stated  that 
the  half-breeds  claimed  to  have  grievances  of  various  kinds  (none  specified,  A.  Q-.  I.) 
and  that  the  Indians  were  becoming  excited  on  account  of  the  action  of  the  hall* 
breeds. 

On  the  27th  July  the  same  ofSloer  reported  that  Louis  Beil  had  held  meetings  at 
Prince  Albert  and  Duck  Lake.  At  the  latter  place  the  audience  was  composed  chiefly 
of  French  half-breeds  and  Indians,  and  Siel  was  reported  to  have  told  the  Indiana 
that  Uiey  had  <' rights  "as  well  as  the  half-breeds,  and  that  he  wished  to  be  the^ 
means  of  having  them  redressed.  In  this  report.  Superintendent  Grozier  remarked :— > 
*'  I  have  already  reported  that  I  believe  the  Indians  sympathize  with  the  half- 
Inreeds,  nor  could  anything  else  be  expected,  being  close  blood  relations  and  speaking^ 
the  same  language.  What  may  be  the  result  of  this  half  breed  agitation,  or  what 
effect  it  may  have  upon  the  Indians,  of  course  I  cannot  foretelL 

On  the  8th  August  Sergeant  Brooks,  at  Prince  Albert,  reported  by  telegram  Uy 
Battleford :  '<  fietumed  from  Duck  Lake  last  night.  Big  ^ear  in  council  with  ten 
otJber  chiefe.  Biel  has  held  several  private  meetings  at  the  South  Branch,  attended 
by  leading  half-breeds.    He  has  not  seen  Big  Bear." 

■   On  the  5th  August  a  non-commissioned  oflicer,  who  had  been  instructed  to  aseer- 
tain  the  state  of  feeling  at  Prince  Albert  reported : 

^  There  is  very  little  talk  about  Biel.  The  principal  part  of  the  people  who  seeni 
to.agree  with  him  are  people  who  are  '  hard  up'  and  think  they  must  do  somethinjp 
to  cause  a  little  excitement.  I  have  heard  vtry  few  who  are  in  any  way  well-to-do 
apeak  favorably  of  him.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  all  the  breeds  swear  by  himi  and 
whatever  he  says  is  law  with  them.'' 

On  the  10th<A.ugust  Sergeant  Brooks,  at  Prince  Albert,  reported  that  Biel  had 
held  a  meeting  that  day  as  the  people  were  coming  from  church  at  Batoche,  at  which 
he  said  <<  the  Indian's  rights  should  be  protected  as  well  as  their  own." 

He  reported,  also,  that  Jackson,  brother  of  the  druggist,  at  Prince  Albert^ 
seemed  to  be  *'  a  right  hand  man  of  Biel's.  He  has  a  great  dSal  to  say,  and  I  believe 
he  does  more  harm  than  any  breed  among  them." 

On  the  18th  August  I  received  your  order  to  increase  the  Prince  Albert  detach* 
ment  to  an  Inspector  and  twenty.men,  and  did  so  accordingly. 

On  the  7  th  September  Sergeant  Keenan,  at  Duck  Lake,  reported  that  a  meeting 
of  BieFs  supporters  had  been  held  at  St.  Laurent  on  the  1st,  at  which  a  number  of 
half-breeds  and  white  men  from  Prince  Albert  were  present,  <<  including  Jacks<m^ 
Scott  and  Isbister,  three  of  Biel's  strongest  supporters  in  that  district  Speechea 
were  made  condemning  the  Government,  and  lu*.  Jackson  stated  that  the  country 
belonged  to  the  Indikns  and  not  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada."  Sergeant  Keenan  con- 
cludes: '^  I  met  Biel  a  few  days  ago,  and  during  our  conversation  he  told  me  that 
the  Government,  through  Bishop  Grandin,  had  ofiered  him  a  seat  in  the  Council  or 
in  the  Dominion  Senate." 

By  letter  dated  25th  September,  Sergeant  Keenan  reported  that  at  all  public 
meetings  Biel  and  his  supporters  had  been  very  moderate,  or  rather  cautious  in  ih^ 
utterances,  but  he  thought  they  appeared  in  disguise  at  these  open  meetings. 

It  will  be  in  your  recollection  that  in  Octooer,  pursuant  to  your  order,  a  police 
poet  was  formed  at  Carlton,  and  the  strength  of  the  northern  division  was  increased  * 
to  200,  of  all  ranks,  this  number  being  distributed  between  Battlefoid,  Carlton^ 
Prinoe  Albert  and  Port  Pitt 
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On  the  83rd  December  Saperintendent  Gagnon  reported  that  the  half-breeda  of 
SL  Laareot  and  Batoobe  had  held  a  pablio  meetiDg  to  adopt  a  petition  whioh  had 
been  dnly  forwarded  to  Ottawa,  that  the  half-breeds  were  pressing  *Riel  to  settle 
JUDiongst  them,  and  had  presented  him  with  a  boose,  well  furnished,  and  intended 
the  next  month  toadd  thereto  a  pnrse. 

He  oontinned:  '<  As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  chief  grievance  of  the  half-breeds  in  that 
^ey  are  afraid  the  Gh>vemment  will  not  sanction  the  way  they,  amongst  themselves, 
have  agreed  to  take  their  homesteads— 10  chains  frontage  on  the  river  by  two  milea 
back/' 

On  the  14th  January,  1885,  Saperintendent  Orozier  reported  that  invitations  to 
41  large  gathering  in  the  spring,  at  Dack  Lake,  were  bein^  circulated  amon^t  the 
Indians,  and  he  was  informed  that  an  effort  woald  be  made  to  get  the  Qa'Appelle 
^allw  Indians  to  attend. 

R  appeared,  too,  that  ''Little  Pine  "  had  tried  to  induce  anumber  of  the  Blackfeet 
to  move  northwards  in  the  spring,  and  ''  Poondmaker  "  said  that  **  Little  Pine"  had 
told  his  yonng  men  not  to  dispose  of  their  guns.  Saperintendent  Orosier  expected  to 
hear  later  i^m  '*  Poondmaker"  the  partiodars  oC*  Little  Pine's  "  negotiations  with 
^e  Blackfeet  as  soon  as  he  should  have  obtained  them  from  ''  Little  rine."  Superin- 
tendent Crozier  expressed  great  fitith  in  **  Poundmaker's  "  reliability  and  fidelity. 

On  the  12th  January  Inspector  Dickens  reported  from  Fort  Pitt  that  **  Big 
Beards"  band  were  at  work  drawing  logs,  cutting  wood^  &o.,  ''allquiet." 

On  the  26th  January  Saperintendent  Gagnon,  commanding  at  Carlton,  reported 
^atnothingof  importance  had  occurred  during  the  month  amon^  the  half-oreeda 
in  that  district  '*  They  had,  after  New  Year  a  social  meeting,  at  which  they  presented 
their  chief.  Bid,  with  $60  as  a  token  of  their  good  will.  The  meeting  was  very 
orderly  and  k>yiU,  and  no  allusion  was  made  to  the  actual  troubles." 

Biel  appears  to  have  been  in  financial  diffioolties  just  then,  and  to  have  obtained 
4Msiataoce  from  the  Boman  Catholic  missionary  at  St.  ijaurent. 

Saperintendent  Oagnon  was  now  informed  that  the  previouslv  mentioned  petition 
vhad  not  been  sent  to  Ottawa,  as  stated,  but  was  then  in  process  of  beiog  siguea,  with 
4i  vle^  to  its  being  forwarded  the  following  month.  It  appeared  that  a  letter  only,  as 
a  sort  of  iUaM  o&urier  to  the  petition  had  been  sent  on  the  before-mentioned  occasion 

There  was  now  a  period  of  about  three  weeks  during  which  the  former  excite- 
ment appeared  to  have  died  a  natural  death,  the  next  feature  being  a  rumor 
•{reported  bv  teljBgrom  from  Battleford  on  the  21st  February)  that  Biel  was  talking 
of  leaving  the  country  soon,  as  he  was  not  recognized  by  the  Government  as  a  British 
aubjeot.  Apparently,  something  of  this  sort  was  necessary  to  fan  the  dying  embers 
into  flame  again.  It  succeeded  so  far  that  on  the  24t.h  February  a  meeting  got  up 
4)y  himself  was  held,  to  beg  Biel  to  stay  in  the  country,  to  which  he  was  pleased  to 
•consent 

On  the  l6t^  March  Superintendent  Gagnon  telegraphed  that  the  halfbreeds 
^were  excited,  and  were  moving  about  more  than  usual.  Further,  that  they  proposed 
tO]Hrevent  supplies  going  in  after  the  16th. 

On  the  11th  a  telegram  to  much  the  same  effect  was  received  from  Superinten- 
4ent  Orozier,  at  Carlton,  who  ordered  twenty-five  men  and  one  7-pound  gun  to  that 
jdaee  from  Battlefordi 

On  the  13th  the  same  officer  telegraphed  :  "  Half-breed  rebellion  liable  to  break 
•out  any  moment.  Troops  must  be  largely  reinforced.  If  half  breeds  rise  Indians  will 
join  them."  In  transmitting  this  message  to  Ottawa  I  recommended  that  at  least 
100  men  be  sent  at  once.  On  the  15th  I  telegraphed  to  Ottawa :  *'  Lieutenant- 
^Chovemor  thinks  I  had  better  go  north  with  men  at  once;  roads  and  rivers  will  soopi 
lawak  up."  In  reply  I  received,  on  the  16th,  orders  to  start  for  the  north  with  all 
available  men  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  having  previously  withdrawn  twen^-five 
nob-commissioned  officers  and  men,  with  twenty  horses,  from  Calgary,  in  readiness  for 
aa  eniett^cy^J  leli  Begina  early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th. 

Qin  the  17th  a  telecrram  was  received  from  Soperlntendent  Crazier  to  the  effect 
that:  <<  Preoent  movemeots  and  preparations  have  qaieted  matters.  No  cause  for 
alarm  now." 
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There  was  no  guarantee,  however,  that  this  apparent  security  would  oontinue^ 
and  existing  arrangements  were  carried  out,  fortunately,  as  it  appeared,  for  on  tbe- 
18ih  two  urgent  appeals  for  more  men  oame  over  the  wires  urom  Superintendemt 
ChroEier,  followed,  on  the  19th,  by  a  report  that  the  half-breeds  had  seiiea  the  stores 
mt  the  South  Branch,  and  made  Mr.  Lash,  Indian  agent,  prisoner,  besides  oommittiiig 
other  depredations. 

The  foregoing  is  a  hrlefreiwnS  of  the  several  official  reports,  by  letter  and  wire, 
copies  of  which  were  duly  forwarded  to  your  Department  as  soon  as  reoeived^ 

On  the  18th  of  March  I  lett  Begina  with  a  detachment  of  ihe  following  strengtk. 
Tin.,:  fourofficers,  eighty-six  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  and  sixty-six  horses. 

The  start  was  made  f^om  Be^a  barracks  at  6'  a,m.  I  proceeded  as  far  as 
Pie-a-pot's  reserve,  twenty-eight  miles,  and  halted  for  dinner.  I  afterwards  proceeded 
along  the  Qu'Appelle  valley,  and  camped  for  the  night  at  Misquopetong's  place.  All 
the  rivers  were  at  this  time  frozen  solid,  and  no  water  could  be  obtained  for  the 
horses. 

The  distance  travelled  during  the  day  was  forty-three  miles. 

On  the  19th  reveille  sounded  at  3:30  a.m.    Broke  camp  and  left  Misquopetong^s 

{lace  a  5  a  m.,  and  drove  into  Fort  Qu'Appelle,  which  I  reached  at  9:45  a.m.    I  was 
ere  busily  employed  for  some  time  purchasing    additional  teams  and    sleighs 
required  for  transport. 

At  4  p.m.  I  left  Fort  Qu'Appelle,  and  travelled  on  towards  O'Brien's,  which 
is  situated  eight  miles  north  of  Qu'Appelle.  I  here  camped  for  the  night.  The 
distance  travelled  during  the  day  was  twenty-seven  miles. 

On  the  20tb  reveille  sounded  at  3:30  a.  m. ;  broke  camp  and  started  at  5  a.  m« ; 
proceeded  to  **  Houses  "  and  camped  for  dinner.  Afterwards  I  made  Touchwood  HiUs, 
and  camped  for  the  niffbt  about  a  mile  from  Hudson  Bay  Company's  post  Dis- 
tance travelled  during  the  day  was  forty  miles. 

On  the  21st  reveille  sounded  at  3:30  a.m. ;  broke  camp  and  started  at  5:30  a.  m^, 
travelling  through  the  Touchwood  Hills ;  camped  for  dinner  a  short  distance  from 
the  Great  Salt  rlain,  and  camped  for  night  at  mail  station. 

It  waiB  at  this  point  that  I  received  the  following  communication  from  Superin- 
tendent  Crozier,  commanding  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  at  Qarlton : — 

<<  Carlton^  1 9th  March,  1886. 

"  Snt,— 1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  half-breeds  seized  the  stores  at 
South  Branch  to-day. 

''Mr.  Lash,  Indian  agent,  Walters,  merchant,  two  telegraph  operators,  and  Mr. 
Mitchell,  of  Duck  Lake,  are  prisoners. 

*<Beardy's  Indians  joined  the  rebels  this  afternoon.  The  wire  is  out  The 
rebels  are  assembled  on  south  side  of  river.  Prisoners  are  held  in  Boman  Oatholie 
church,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up  stream  from  crossing.  All  One  Arrow's  band 
of  Crees  joined  them  this  aitemoon.  Many  of  Beardy's  also  joined  them.  The 
remainder  of  Beardy's  will  probably  follow  to-morrow. 

*<  The  number  of  rebels  assembled  this  afternoon  is  estimated  at  from  200  to  40O 
men.    They  will  rapidly  increaee  in  numbers. 

<'My  imprefeion  is  that  many  of  the  Indian  bands  will  rise.  The  plan  at  pre- 
sent is  to  seize  any  troops  coming  into  the  country  at  the  South  Branch,  then  march 
on  Carlton,  then  on  Prince  Albert.  The  instructor  led  One  Arrow's  band.  He  is^a< 
half-breed. 

"L.  N.  P.  CBOZIKB; 
*  To  Colonel  Irtini,  Commissioner." 

^^  The  distance  travelled  during  the  day  was  forty  miles. 

MP  On  the  22nd  broke  camp  at  5  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  across  SaH  Plain.    The 

weather  was  bitterly  cold.    One  man  had  his  feet  badly  frozen. 
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Hdted  for  dinner  after  hftving  croeeed  Salt  Plain.  In  the  afternoon  reached 
Humboldt^  and  camped  there.  Mr.  Hayter  Beed,  AssiBtant  Indian  O'^mmlsaionery 
joined  me  here,  and  remained  with  me  throaghoat.  DiBtaooe  travelled,  forty-three 
ndles. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  I  ascertained  that  some  400  half-breeds  had 
congregated  at  Batoche,  tor  the  express  parpose  of  preventing  my  command  joining 
Si^erintendent  Crozier. 

I  here  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  comptroller : — 

**  Arrived  here  4.30  this  afternoon.  Camp  to  niffht  at  Stage  Station,  six  miles 
tnrther  on.  About  400  half-breeds  and  Indians  at  Sonth  Branohi 
'  Btttoche's,'  prepared  to  stop  me  crossing  river.  Have  decided  to  go  to  Oarlton  by 
direct  trail,  east  of 'Batoche's'm^  Prince  Albert     Bxpectto  reach  Garlton  26th/^ 

On  the  23rd  broke  camp  at  5:30  a,m.;  weather  still  con  tinned  bitterlv  cold. 
Soon  after  starting  I  received  intelligence  of  the  mail  station  at  Hoodoo  having 
Wen  sacked  by  a  party  of  rebels.  On  reaching  Hoodoo  I  foand  that  the  intelligence 
received  was  perfectly  tme.  All  provisions  and  fn^in  stored  there  had  been  carried 
off  by  the  reMls,  who  had  also  taken  the  stage  driver  prisoner,  and  carried* off  the 
stage  horses. 

I  subsequently  overtook  a  freighter  loaded  with  oats.  The  oats  the  rebels 
liad  ordered  the  freighter  to  carry  on  to  Batocbe.  The  train  containioff  these  oats  I 
ordered  to  move  on  with  ns,  which  was  done  at  as  rapid  a  rate  as  the  freighter  was 
mble  to  travel.  I  afterwa^xis  used  these  oats  in  feeding  oar  horses.  Distance 
travelled*  thirty-three  miles. 

On  the  24th  broke  camp  at  6  a.m.,  and  travelled  along  the  trail  leading  to 
Batoche,  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles.  I  then  left  the  trail  and  proceeded  in  a 
north-easterly  direction  towards  Agnew's  Crossing  on  the  Sonth  Saskatchewan,  which 
point  I  reached  about  2  p.m.    Having  crossed  the  river  I  halted  for  dinner. 

Before  making  the  start  for  Prince  Albert  news  was  received  to  the  effect  that 
the  half-breeds  were  bitterly  disappointed  and  furiously  enraged  at  my  having 
anoceeded  in  crossing  the  river,  and  in  so  doing  completely  out-flanking  and  out- 
mancBuvering  them. 

I  reachM  Prince  Albert  at  about  8  p.m. 

As  upon  reaching  Prince  Albert  I  and  my  command  were  within  what  seemed,, 
comparatively  speaking,  a  stone's  throw  of  Fort  Carlton,  I  may  be  permitted  to  call 
yoar  attention  to  the  very  rapid  and  successful  march  made.  The  distance  tm veiled 
was  291  miles,  and  this  in  seven  days,  the  average  dsily  travel  thus  being  foi  ty-two 
miles.  The  hardships  experienced  on  such  a  march  can  only  be  understo*  i,  and 
the  nature  of  such  service  thoroughly  sppreciatcd  by  those  who  have  resided  in  the 
ncM^em  portion  of  the  Territories,  and  so  become  familiar  with  the  severity  of  the 
Kcrth-West  winter. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  my  little  command — ninety  men  all  told — had,  in 
reaching  Prince  Albert,  gone  right  through  a  section  of  the  country  then  in  posses- 
aion  of  the  rebels. 

On  finding  myself  in  Prince  Albert  I  felt  that  the  most  difficult  and  arduous 
jportion  of  the  object  then  in  view,  via.,  aJTecting  a  junction  with  Superintendent 
Orozier,  had  been  effected,  and  this,  as  I  have  previously  intimated,  in  a  markedly 
anccesefnl  manner,  the  avowed  plans  of  the  rebels  being  to  prevent  any  aagmenta- 
tion  of  the  force  at  Chiton,  by  offering  a  continued  resistance  at  the  crossing  of  the 
South  Branch  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Prince  Albert  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Thomaa 
XcKay,  from  whom  I  gleaned  much  valuable  information,  thus  affording  me  a  oor- 
xeet  insight  into  the  true  state  of  afEsirs. 

As  expressed  in  my  telemm  of  the  22nd  to  the  Comptroller,  my  original  inten-^' 
tkm  was  to  have  reached  Oariton  on  the  25th  March.    This  might  have  been  done 
liad  it  anpeared  to  me  imperative,  but  upon  that  very  morning  I  had  the  assurance 
of  Mr.  Thomas  McKay,  who  had  just  returned  flrom  Fort  Carlton,  that  all  was  quiet 
there.    To  add  to  this,  the  Uaveliing  over  ice  and  frosen  roads  had,  as  was  to  be 
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expected,  made  it  necessary  to  have  the  horses'  shoeing  oarefully  looked  to.  Taking 
into  corsideration  that  upon  oar  ari  ital  at  Prinoe  Albert  (at  8  p.m.  on  the  24lh)  wo 
bad  completed  a  winter  march  of  291  miles,  a  thorough  inspection  of  men,  arras  and 
horses  was,  of  course,  advisable.  Besides  all  this,  the  organisation  of  the  Prinoe 
Albert  volunteers  took  up  time,  as  did  also  the  procuring  of  transport  for  these 
4uiditional  men. 

I  was  natnrally  anxiously  to  have  both  men  and  horse;)  reach  Carlton,  the 
Acknowledged  scene  of  operations,  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  and  serviceable  condition. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  upon  the  following  morning  at  2:30  a  m ,  I  and  my  com- 
mand were  en  route^  it  will  be  seen  with  what  exceptional  promptitude  the  necessary 
preparations  were  carried  out.  On  this  date  (the  25th)  I  wrote  to  Superinten- 
dent Crozier,  informing  him  of  the  exact  strength  of  my  command,  and  at  the  same 
time  imparting  to  him  the  information  of  my  intended  departure. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  M^rch  I  left  Prince  Albert  at  2:30  a.m.,  taking  wilji 
me,  besides  eighty-three  of  our  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  from  £|^na^ 
twenty-five  volunteers  from  Prince  Albert. 

The  services  of  these  brave  volunteers  were  offered  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
•of  the  dangers  they  might  be  called  upon,  to  faoe.  Like  the  loyal  and  gallant  citijwns 
they  proved  themselves  to  be,  they  were  ready  for  any  service — in  faet,  all  were 
«nxious  to  be  employed.  I  might  tell  you  that  I  accepted*  the  services  of  Uiese  men 
^th  what  I  considered  a  most  important  object  in  view,  and  that  was  my  desire,  oa 
arrival  at  Carlton,  to  be  in  a  position  to  increase  to  a  maximum  the  number  of  polioe 
available  fbr  service  outRide  the  post  I  hLOX>ed  in  this  way,  by  a  prompt  and  decided 
move,  to  quash  the  rebellion  ere  it  had  assumed  more  formidable  proportions. 

I  never  intended  these  volunteers  to  remain  away  from  Prince  Albert  for  any 
•extended  period.  The  importance  attaching  to  the  position  of  that  place  £  was 
thoroughly  alive  to  from  the  outset.  This  I  made  publicly  known  before  I  started 
for  Canton.  During  the  afternoon  march,  (on  the  26tb),  and  when  within  niae 
miles  of  Fort  Carlton,  I  received  the  following  despatch  from  Superintendent  Gb^non  :* 

*^  Cabltov,  26th  March. 

^  To  the  Cmmiuioner  North  We^  Mounted  Police. 

"  Superintendent  Croeier,  with  100  men,  started  ont  on  Duck  Lake  road  to  kelp 
<me  of  our  sergeants  and  small  party  in  difficulty  at  Mitchell's  store.  I  have  seven^ 
men,  and  can  hold  fort  against  odds.  Do  not  expect  Crosier  to  push  on  farther  thaa 
Duck  Lake.    Everything  quiet  here. 

'*S.GAGNON, 

'  *  aig>ermtendent.*' 

Subsequently,  when  a  short  distance  from  the  top  of  the  hill  which  immediatet^ 
overlooks  Carlton,  I  received  a  second  despatch  from  Superintendent  Ghignom  n 
read  as  follows : — 

Cablton,  26th  March,  2:30  p.nu 

To  the  OommiseUmer  Aorth-Weet  Momted  Police. 

<'  Crozier  exchanged  shots  with  rebels  at  Duck  Lake ;  six  men  reported  shot; 
Grozier  retreating  on  Carlton ;  eveiythiog  quiet  here,  bat  ready  for  emergency. 

«  a  GAONOIT, 
^  Buperintendent. 
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I  reached  Fort  Carlton  aboat  3  o'olook  io  the  afternoon  of  the  2dthy  and  found 
that  Snperintendent  Crosier  had  then  jost  retnrned  from  Daek  Lake  with  the  party 
of  North-West  Mounted  Police  and  Prince  Albert  volanteeni.  I  learnt  from  Saper- 
intendent  Crosier  that  he  had,  early  that  morning,  sent  a  party,  consisting  of  Serjeant 
Stewart,  N.-W.M.P.,  and  seventeeQ  constablen,  with  eight  sleighs,  and  acoompaniad 
by  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Thos.  McKay,  J.P.  of  Prince  iJbert,  to  secure  a  quaa- 
tity  of  provisions  and  ammunitiou  which  was  in  the  store  of  a  trader  named  MiteheO, 
of  Duck  Lake.  When  within  three  miles  of  Duck  Lake,  Mr.  McKay,  who  was  riding 
in  front,  saw  four  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  scouts  who  had  been  sent  ovi 
in  advance,  riding  towards  him,  closely  followed  by  a  large  number  of  half-breeds  and 
Lftdians.  On  perceiving  this  Mr.  McKay  turned  and  rode  back  to  the  sleighs,  halted 
them,  and  told  the  men  to  load  their  rifles  and  get  ready.  He  then  went  forward 
and  met  the  rebels,  who  were  all  armed  and  mounted,  in  large  numbers,  which  wer» 
iMiag  rapidly  increased  flrom  the  rear. 

The  rebels  behaved  in  a  very  overbearing  and  excited  manner,  and  demanMi 
a  surrender  of  the  party  or  they  would  fire.  I  am  now,  being  perfecMy  fhmiliar  wi^ 
all  the  circamstances,  satisfied  that  the  rebels  would  have  immediately  fired  upon  Mr* 
McKay  and  party  but  for  the  fact  that  they  (the  rebels)  were  tiiermselves  on  tne  open 
plain,  where  they  could  make  no  use  of  cover  to  protect  themselves  from  the  ft^ 
iRrhioh  McKay  woald  most  certainly  have  ordered. 

The  rebels'  demand  of  surrender  was  refhsed,  and  a  reply  given  by  Mr.  McKajr 
ID  their  own  language  (C^ee),  that  if  firing  was  commenced  by  nie  rebels  they  womld 
And  that  two  coold  (day  tiiat  game. 

One  Gabriel  Damont  and  others  kept  prodding  loaded  and  cockM  rifles  in  to  Mr* 
JleKay's  ribs,  and  declaring  they  would  blow  out  his  brains. 

Two  of  the  rebels  jumped  into  a  sleigh  belonging  to  Mr.  McKay's  party,  aiMl 
ettdeavored  to  take  possetsion  of  the  team  ;  but  Mr.  McKay  told  the  driver  not  to 
^ve  ft  up,  but  to  hold  on  to  it,  whidi  he  did.  Tie  Indians  kept  Jeering  at  Mn 
McKay's  small  party,  and  calling  out :  *<  If  you  are  men,  aow  come  Oti.'^  The  pi^fly 
then  returned  in  the  direction  of  Oarlton,  Mr.  McKay  cautlonihg'the  rebels' not  io 
IbUow,  as  he  would  not  be  responsible  for  what  his  men  might  do. 

thiring  the  parleying  Duteont  fired  a  rifle  betwete  Mr.  McKay  Md  theteaoatster 
•before  referred  to,  which  it  was  feared  was  intended  as  a  signal  ior  the  large  number 
^Indians  aeeemMed  in  tlie  rear. 

A  scout  was  ordered  in  advance  to  report  the  circumstance  to  Baperintendeni 
<lraRer,  ted  on  Mr.  McKay's  arrival  at  the  fort  another  party,  under  command  of 
Ctaperintendent  Grozier,  staited  for  Duck  Lake,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  stCMva 
Mr.  McKay's  men  failed  in  getting. 

The  command  was  of  the  following  strength,  via.  :-- 

Soperintendent  Grozier,  Inspector  Howe  (with  7-pr.  mountain  guti),  Sargeoa 
miler,  and  fifty-three  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  the  North- Went  Mounted 
Felloe,  and  Captains  Moore  and  Morton,  and  forty-one  men  of  the  Prince  Albert 
'vohiotoers,  making  a  total  of  ninety-nine. 

Orosier  was  met  by  the  rebels  at  nearly  the  same  point  from  which  Mr.  MoKay'a 
party  was  forced  to  retire.  In  this  last  case,  however,  the  rebels  were  able  to  mute 
we  of  strong  natural  cover. 

In  reg^  to  the  engagement  which  took  place  at  Duck  Lake,  and  the  snbsa- 
^uent  evacuation  of  Oarlton,  I  cannot,  I  think,  do  better  than  transmit  in  wm 
^mpendiz  (A)  hereto,  the  reports  made  to  me  on  the  subject  by  Superinteudent 
-C&osier.  My  own  reports  made  to  you  at  the  time,  also  a  report  of  my  action  hk 
oiganiaing  volunteer  companies  at  Prince  Albeirt  are  contained  in  the  sama 
■appendix. 

As  you  will  doubtless  notice  from  the  substance  of  my  previous  remarks,  I  caa- 
not  bat  consider  it  a  matter  of  regret  that  with  the  knowfeoge  that  both  myself  anil 
command  were  within  a  few  miles  of  and  ei%  route  to  Carlton  Superiutenaent  Oroaier 
obonld  have  marched  out  as  he  did,  particularly  iti  the  fkce  ot  what  had  transpired 
aarHer  in  the  day.  I  am  led  to  the  belief  that  this  officer's  better  judgmMt 
•overruled  by  the  impetuosity  displayed  by  both  the  police  and  volunteers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HoweTer,  onee  this  action  had  been  taken,  mnoh  oonfidenoe,  power  and  preBtige* 
was  eetabliBhed  thronghont  the  rebel  ranks,  and  thus  Bell  found  his  hands  Yeryr 
materially  strengthened. 

In  saying  this,  let  me  beg  of  yon  to  understand  that  I  do  not  for  a  moment  lose- 
Aiffht  of  the  steady  conduct  and  most  gallant  bearing  of  our  officers,  non-commissioned 
flOoers  and  men,  and  the  Prince  Albert  volunteers,  under  the  most  severe  fire  experi* 
«iiced  during  the  whole  campaign. 

Bven  before  m^  arrival  at  Fort  Garlton  I  felt  assured  of  the  preconceived  and 
determined  opposition  which  the  loyal  forces  would  receive  at  the  hands  of  men  who 
bad  set  the  laws  of  the  country  at  defiance,  and  who,  in  so  doiug,  were  relying  upon 
the  consanguineous  influence  they  possessed  over  the  Indians  to  oring  the  latter  over 
;io  them  as  allies. 

The  total  strength  of  the  force,  police  and  volunteers,  at  Oarlton  after  Crozier's 
xetzeat  and  mv  arrival,  was  225  non-commissioned  Officers  and  men.  Of  these  eleven 
irare  woundedL 

At  this  stage  of  affiurs  it  became  Incumbent  on  me  to  decide  which  of  the 
foDowing  places,  Fort  Carlton  or  Prince  Albert^  was  to  be  made  the  base  of  operations. 

I  was  perfectly  well  aware  of  the  vital  importance  attaching  to  the  result  of  my 
decision,  embracing  as  it  did,  the  lives  and  property  of  the  settlers,  in  addition  to 
wfaatL  from  a  strategic  point  of  view,  we  might  assume  would  place  us  in  the  strongest 
possible  position  we  might  hope  to  occupy.  Although  my  own  opinion  on  this  point 
was  strongly  in  favor  of  evacuation,  I  nevertheless  decided  to  hold  a  council,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the  many  leading  men  from  Prince  Albert^ 
temporarUy  performing  military  duty  at  Carlton.  The  result  of  this  council  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  safety  of  the  country  lay  in  ensuring  Prince  Albert 
being  placed  in  a  tenable  position. 

It  was  agreed  that  Pnnce  Albert  and  the  country  immediately  adjoining  it  repre- 
sented, what  might  be  termed,  the  whole  white  settlement,  where  the  lives  and  inter- 
nets of  the  loyal  people  lay. 

The  section  of  the  country  to  the  southward,  already  in  the  possession  of  the 
vebels,  was  composed  of  their  own  (half* breed)  settlements  and  farms. 

I  should  have  said  that  prior  to  the  holding  of  the  council,  (before  it  was  known 
what  the  movements  of  the  police  force  were  to  be)  it  was  represented  to  me  by  the 
Prince  Albert  volunteers  tbat  they  must  at  once  return  to  Prince  Albert  to  guacd 
thsir  houses,  property  and  families. 

This  they  considered  their  sacred  duty  (I  quite  agreed  with  them),  in  order  to^ 
-pievent  an  attack  by  the  rebels,  the  success  of  which  could  have  had  do  other  mean- 
ing than  a  pillage  of  the  town  and  settlement,  and  doubtless  a  massacre  of  some  of  it» 
people. 

As  you  are  aware,  I  did  evacuate  Carlton.  Had  I  refused  to  do  so,  it  could  only^ 
liave  been  by  showing  an  utter  disregard  of  the  grave  responsibility  attaching  to  me, 
by  deliberately  setting  aside  the  safety  of  the  country,  the  lives  and  property  (tf  tho^ 
liigral  and  almost  defenceless  jpeople. 

I  can,  and  do  state,  positively,  that  the  presence  of  the  police  force  saved  Prinoa 
Albert  horn  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Had  such  a  catastrophe  coma 
about,  the  rebellion  would  have  assumed  proportions  of  much  greater  magnitude^ 
Unless  I  am  utterly  at  fault  in  this,  and  I  cannot  think  I  am.  Prince  Albert  was  the 
key  of  the  whole  position,  and  the  falling  of  it  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  would 
liave  been  disastrous  to  the  Dominion,  and  involved  great  loss,  in  lives  and 
propertv. 

A  large  number  of  the  Sioux  Indians  did  move,  with  the  intention  of  making  % 
Ttdd  on  Prince  Albert,  and  my  impression,  in  which  I  am  borne  out  by  the  residents 
.im  the  country,  is,  that  these  rebel  Indians  only  abandoned  their  raid  when,  in  doea 
proximity  to  Prince  Albert  they  saw  our  trail  leading  to  that  place. 

The   strength   and   efficiency  of  the   volunteer  force   under  my  command. 

jqppears  to  have  been  much  overrated.    I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  i^ 

a  generally  believed  that  all  the  people^  white,  half-br^d  and  Indian,  aboiufe 
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Ainoe  Albert  aod  snrromidiog  ooantrj,  were  Id  ail  oases  loyal,  and  were  utterly 
without  sympathy  for  the  reikis.  If  such  belief  existed,  there  is  so  ground  for 
it.  The  loyalty  of  a  large  number  was  of  a  questionable  nature,  they  had, 
therefore,  to  be  oarefolly  watched.  Of  course,  eyerr  effort  was  made  towards 
keeping  donbtfiil  Indians  and  half-breeds  loyal,  Snch  efforts  were  with  a  view 
of  preyentirg  powerful  drafts  going  over  to  the^emy,  and  although  on  the  whole 
we  were  suooessful,  we  had  clear  and  unquestionable  proof,  at  times,  how  nearly 
equal  were  the  balances.  Our  practical  efforts  being  on  the  one  side  and  sympatiiy 
Ibr  the  rebels  on  the  other.  Without  the  powerftil  influences  created  by  the  presence 
of  a  force  in  Prince  Albert,  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  place  would  haye  hiul  eyeiy 
cause  of  complaint,  to  the  effect  that  they  had  been  abandoned. 

Upon  the  news  being  receiyed  of  the  delay  which  occurred  after  the  decided 
check  sustained  by  General  Uiddleton  and  his  troops  at  Fish  Greek,  its  effect  was^ 
felt  in  and  oot  of  rrince  Albert  by  the  bearing  of  tne  rebel  sympathisers,  or,  more 
correctly  speaking,  they  should  be  described  as  rebels,  who  had  so  fkr  not  had  the^ 
courage  to  espouse  the  cause  they  favored. 

Outside  of  Prince  Albert  a  number  of  half-breeds  and  Indians,  who  had 
previously  expressed  loyalty,  took  part  in  the  subsequent  battle  at  Batoche,  Amon^ 
these  were  the  Mnskeg  Lake  Indians  (under  the  command  of  their  recognized  chief^' 
who  became  rebels,  and  commenced  by  plundering  the  other  reserves.  This  was 
before  taking  part  against  the  troops  at  &toche. 

On  the  24th  March  the  Comptroller  sent  me  the  following  telegram:— 

**  Major-General  Commanding  Militia  proceeds  forthwith  to  fied  Biver.  On  hi» 
arrival,  in  military  operations  when  acting  with  militia,  take  orders  from  him." 

At  a  somewhat  later  date  I  received  a  message  from  General  Middleton,  paying^ 
that  I  was  then  under  his  orders  and  should  report  to  him,  this  message  also  informed 
me  that  General  Middleton  had  intercepted  a  telegram  of  mine  to  the  Lieutenant* 
Governor,  to  whom  up  to  this  date,  I  had  been  reporting,  as  well  as  to  our  own 
Department  at  Ottawa.  After  this  unmistakeable  nint  £at  I  was  to  report  solely  to 
€toeral  Middleton,  the  Police  Department  muat  hold  me  blameless  for  not  keeping  it 
informed  of  my  subsequent  movements. 

In  some  unaccountable  manner  it  has  been  accepted  throughout  Canada  as  the 
opinion  of  General  Middleton  that  I  should  have  attacked  the  rebels  on  the  north 
sule  of  Batoche  simultaneously  with  the  attack  which  took  place  on  the  opposite  side 
^  the  river.  I  presume  this  cannot  be  that  ofBcer's  opinion,  as  he  distinctly  ordered 
me  not  to  make  ouch  an  attack. 

As  I  previously  forwarded  you  copies  of  telegrams,  &c.,  received  and  sent  by  me- 
at Prince  Albert,  you  will  doubtless  have  noticed  how  circumstances,  presumably 
unforeseen,  in  all  cases  delayed  the  contemplated  operations  under  General  Middleton. 

Had  I  considered  myself  justified  in  taking  responsibilities  which,  to  my  mind, 
could  have  had  no  other  meaning  than  disobedience  of  orders,  it  will  be  seen  how 
utterly  at  fault  I  should  have  been  as  regards  dates.  By  the  first  intimation  I 
received  from  General  Middleton  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  fight  at  Batoche  would 
take  place  about  the  18th  April.  The  fight  ultimately  took  place  on  the  11th  May. 
During  the  interim  of  these  dates  you  will  doubtless  have  noticed,  fVom  the  corres- 
pondence which  passed  between  General  Middleton  and  myself,  how  often  and  how 
materially  his  plans  were  changed — how  orders  and  counter  orders  followed  each 
other  in  rapid  succession. 

At  the  time  I  suggested  to  General  Middleton  the  advisability  of  our  forces  com* 
hining,  either  by  my  going  out  to  him  or  his  joining  me  at  Prince  Albert,  I  was  under 
^e  impression  that  the  total  strength  of  the  force  acting  under  his  immediate  ordMB 
was  350,  all  told,  with  1,000  more  troops  following. 

My  suggesting  to  General  Middleton  that  our  forces  should  combine  was^ 
when  I  thought  fi-om  the  nature  of  his  mef>sages  to  me^  that  the  attack  at  Batoche 
would  take  ]^ace  before  the  350  men  were  joined  by  the  1,000  following. 

It  appears  to  have  been  forgotten,  on  all  sides,  that  the  position  I  was  in  at 
Prince  Albcort  prevented  me  from  imowing  what  steps  had  been  taken  in  the  east  m. 
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'Yegard  to  the  sending  of  troops  into  the  Territories.  The  sole  information  I  received 
oame  from  Gleneral  Middleton,  and  with  the  result  of  conveying  such  impressions'  as 
I  Jiave  shown  above.  It  was  not  until  the  16th  April,  when  Messrs.  McDowall  and 
Bedson,  who  were  acting  in  the  capacity  of  staff  officers,  reached  Prince  Albert 
/liaviD^  coine  by  Carrot  Biver),  that  I  was  aware  of  the  strong  augmentation  of 
^neral  Hiddleton's  force,  and  that||at  that  time,  he  had  over  1,200  men  in  one  body 
under  his  direct  command. 

The  message  presented  to  me  by  Messrs.  McDowall  and  Bedson  informed  me, 
under  General  Middleton's  own  signature,  that  these  gentlemen  had  been  sent  from 
his  camp  to  communicate  with  me.  In  this  same  message  General  Middleton  stated 
that  he  contemplated  attacking  at  Batoche  on  the  18th  April.  He  further  added  that 
oiroamstanees  mieht  delay  attacking  till  Sunday,  the  19th,  with  still  another  proviso 
that  it  was  possible  the  attack  might  cake  place  earlier.  Mr.  McDowall  stated  clearly 
and  positive^  that  General  Middleton's  orders  to  me  were  not  to  attack,  but  to  look 
out  for.flying  half-breeds.  At  this  time  General  Middleton  appeared  to  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  rebels  intended  to  offer  no  resistance.  He  "feared  it  was 
not  unlikely  "  they  would  make  away  on  the  approach  of  his  column.  After  full  con- 
fiultatioo,  these  gentlemen  saw  clearly  the  importance  of  the  main  body  oi  the  force 
under  my  command  remaining  at  Prince  Aloert,  and  it  was  understood  that  they 
wdnld  inform  Gleneral  Middleton  accordingly. 

Messrs.  McDowall  and  Bedson  left  Prince  Albert  on  the  17th  April,  witli  the 
intention  of  making  for  Humboldt  and  joining  (General  Middleton's  column,  which 
'they  thought  would  be  marching  in  a  direct  line  for  Batoche. 

On  Sunday,  19th  April,  I  moved  out  of  Prince  Albert  with  a  force  of  200  mounted 
police,  travellitig  on  towards  Batoche  for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles.  Simultaaeou^y 
with  this  move  1  pressed  forward  my  scouts.  Igot  no  information  whatever  as  to  any 
-troops  under  General  Middleton  being  near  Batoche.  Circumstances  have  since 
ehown  clearly  that  I  W^as  right  in  presuming  that  no  such  information  being  forth* 
coming  meant  a  delay  in  the  previously  contemplated  advance  of  the  troops.  The 
|>OBitioa  I  now  found  Myself  in  was  a  strange  one ;  the  only  information  I  could  get 
from  General  Middleton  or  any  other  source  was  vid  Prince  Albert,from  my  sooulB,inio 
were  acting  in  the  dual  capacity  of  scouts  and  courierb.  Ascertaining  that  none  of 
our  troops  were  attacking  at  Batoche,  and  receiving,  on  the  same  night  (19th 
April),  a  letter  from  Priikce  Albert,  which  made  it  appear  not  unlikely  that  an  attack 
was  contemplated  on  that  place,  I  decided  to  return,  a  step  that  subsequent  events 
showed  I  was  perfectly  rignt  in  taking. 

Soon  after  Messrs.  McDowall  and  Bedson  had  left  Prince  Albert,  and  when  I 
and  my  command  had  returned  to  that  place,  I  learnt,  from  information  brought  me 
by  my  own  scouts,  that  General  Middleton  was  marching  on  to  Clarke's  Grossing. 

On  the  30th  April,  Linklater,  one  of  my  scouts,  whom  I  had  previously  sent  out 
reached  Prince  Albert,  bringing  me  the  following  from  General  Middleton. 

Fish  Cbxik,  Sec.  24,  B.  7,  T.  41,  W.  of  2nd  P.  M., 

2Ath  April,  1886. 

To  Lieut'Coland  Irvine,  Prince  Albert. 

*^  Attacked  here  on  the  24th,  and  after  a  smart  fight  drove  the  enemy  back,  bat 
lost  too  many  to  repeat,  so  shall  make  fbr  the  Hudson  Bay  ferrv,  where  your 
barges  are.  Our  loss  was  six  killed ;  four  died  since,  and  forty-three  wounded* 
Hear  that  whole  force  was  opposed  to  us,  and  believe  we  have  inflicted  heavy  loss, 
and  have  captured  a  lot  of  cattle  and  horse<i.  Our  men  are  in  good  heart.  Oannot 
move  at  once  as  the  wounded  must  be  sent  to  the  rear*  I  have  ordered  Otter  to  send 
A  regiment  to  you,  if  he  can  spare  it,  from  Battlford,  where  all  is  quiet.  You  may* 
•expect  me  ac  the  ferry  about  Thursday  or  one  of  the  following  days.  Have  the 
4it6amers  there  with  a  guard  to  protect  ferry. 

"PBBD.  MIDDLETON, 
"  Ma^'ar-General,  Commanding  North-  West  Fuld  ForeeJ* 
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From  the  natare  of  the  above  despatch  it  will  be  seen  that  I  was,  at  this  time^ 
voder  the  impression  that  General  Middieton's  intention  then  was  to  cross  the  river 
at  the  Hndson  Bay  ferry.  On  my  own  responsibilitjr  I  had  previously  made  scows,, 
and  posted  a  gnard  at  this  ferry,  and  on  receipt  of  General  Hiddleton's  orders  tha 
gaard  was  increased  to  two  officers  and  thirty  men. 

On  the  3rd  Migr  I  sent  the  following  despatch  to  General  Middleton : — 

**  Steamer  left  here  Friday  (Ist  Hay)  for  Hudson  Bay  ferry,  South  Branch.  Four 
S0OW8  and  four  life*boats  are  at  the  ferry,  in  charge  of  two  officers  and  thirty-one 
men. 

"A.  G.  IB  VINE." 

In  a  message  which  I  received  on  the  7th  May,  dated  5th  May,  from  Genera' 
IGddleton,  I  learnt  that  anotner  change  of  plans  had  been  made,  and  that  the  other 
troops  would  march  on  to  Batoche  vid  Gabriel's  Crossing,  and  then  on  to  Hudson 
Bay  ferry.    This  message  was  brought  me  by  one  of  my  own  scouts. 

At  this  time  it  must  be  rememnered  that  the  efficient  force  under  my  command 
was  limited,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  guards  imperatively  employed  outside ;  but 
tiiis,  however,  was  of  little  moment,  compared  to  otLer  considerations.  In  a  word,  I 
consider  the  period  I  am  now  alluding  to  as  the  most  critical,  as  far  as  Prince  Albert 
was  concerned.  It  is  a  straggling  settlement,  five  and  a-half  miles  in  length,  the 
normal  population  is  about  tOO,  but  the  settlers  from  the  surrounding  district  were 
tiiere  for  protection,  making  a  total  population  of  about  1,500,  exclusive' of  the 
police.  All  the  provisions  in  the  country  had  been  collected  there.  The  settlement 
contains  many  valuable  buildings — saw-mills,  grist  mills,  &c.,  and  three  steamers 
were  laid  up  there  for  the  winter. 

Had  the  General  received  a  check,  causing  delay  such  as  that  which  followed 
Fish  Creek,  an  attempt  would,  I  think,  beyond  doubt,  have  been  made  to  seize  the 
town.  Strong  aid  would  have  been  forthcoming  from  rebel  Sjrmpathizers  in  the  place, 
whom  our  efforts,  so  far,  had  kept  neutral,  but  who,  nevertheless,  were  in  secret  com- 
munication with  the  rebels. 

The  importance  of  the  work  performed  by  my  scouts  could  not,  I  think,  have 
been  surpassed.  These  men,  all  perfectly  familiar  with  the  country,  were  kept 
constantly  employed  fVom  the  outset,  under  the  direction  of  a  man  (Mr.  Thomas 
McKay)  well  qualified  for  such  work.  My  scouts  at  all  times  labored  locessantly, 
cheerfully  and  efficiently.  By  the  emplovment  of  these  scouts  I  wiis  enabled 
not  only  to  keep  myself  posted  as  to  the  movements  of  General  Middleton's 
column,  but  also  ny  holding  scouts  well  to  front  in  close  prozimi^  to  the  rebel  camp, 
to  f<n-ee  the  enemy  to  keep  a  strong  portion  of  their  force  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river.  Perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  the  work  done  by  my  scouts  was  the 
driving  back  of  the  men  employed  on  similar  duty  by  Biel,  who  on  various  occasions 
tried  to  scout  right  into  Prince  Albert.  Diehl  and  Armstrong,  two  of  the  three  men 
who  captured  Louis  Biel,  were  police  scouts,  who  had  l^n  sent  by  me  with 
despatches  to  General  Middleton. 

The  entrenchments  made  by  the  rebels  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  at  Batoche, 
quite  as  strong  as  those  on  the  opposite  side,  were  thrown  up  owing  to  the  fact  that 
&e  constant  presence  of  my  scouts  was  known  to  Biel.  The  whole  country  round 
Prince  Albert  was  thoroughly  scouted,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  it  cannot  but  be 
clearly  and  perfectly  understood  that  the  nature  of  the  service  performed  by  my 
force,  in  ana  out  of  Prince  Albert,  was  as  important  as  it  was  successful.  Prince 
Albert  and  the  settlements  around  it  were  not  pillaged.  There  is  no  Indian  massa- 
cre to  record.  In  saying  this  I  consider  that  there  can  be  no  prouder  testimonv  in 
support  of  my  statement  unless,  indeed,  it  is  considered  that  it  was  my  duty  to  nave 
disooeyed  the  orders  of  the  general  officer  under  whom  I  was  ordered  to  serve,  by 
attacking  with  less  than  200  men  and  endeavoring  to  defeat  the  rebels  in  entrenched 
positions  at  Batoche,  where  the  resistance  made  against  something  like  1,200  men, . 
with  four  9-pr.  M.LJB.  and  one  Chttling  gun  is  a  matter  of  history. 
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I  |)re8ain6 1  oan  safely  assert  that  no  campaign,  signifioant  or  insignifioant,  was 

•«yer  conoiaded,  saooessfallj  or  aosaooessfally,  without  offioers  who  hM  held  import 

taut  commands,  having,  in  reviewing  the  history  of  sach  campaign,  more  or  leas  to 

regret,  as  regards  decisions  arrived  at  by  themselves,  which,  in  nine  cases  oat  of  ten, 

affected  the  employment  of  troops  under  their  command. 

Bearing  all  this  in  mind,  I  review  carefully  the  weighty  considerations  which  at 
times  came  Defore  me  while  at  Prince  Albert,  and  as  renrds  the  most  important 
decisions  I  arrived  at,  I  see  nothing  whatever  to  regret.  WereitpossiUethat  I  should 
again  be  placed  in  exactly  a  similar  position,  my  course  would  be  unaltered. 

I  n\ake  this  statement  calmly,  and  after  mature  consideration,  not  for  a  moment 
losing  sight  of  the  most  unjust  reflections  cast  upon  myself  personally,  and 
the  fine  force  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  by  a  great  portion  of  the  press  of 
the  country.  It  must  be  remembered  that  these  reflections  were  put  in  print  lonst 
before  any  one  (in  the  position  the  correspondents  wer^  in)  was  in  possession  of  such 
•knowledge  as  might  be  accepted  as  reliable  data  upon  which  to  form  a  fiur  judgment 
as  to  the  position  in  which  1  was  placed  at  Prince  Albert. 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  indeed  fortunate  for  us  (I  speak  of  the  North- West 
Mounted  Police)  that  the  development  of  these  great  Territories  is  so  closely  and 
honorably  interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  corps. 

I  have  already  furnished  you  with  a  report  on  the  subject  of  volunteer  com- 
panies formed  in  Prince  Albert.  These  companies,  as  you  are  aware,  were  composed 
of  settlers  (who  were  sworn  in  as  special  constables)  residing  in  and  about  that 
place. 

On  the  17th  Afay  the  volunteers  were  disbanded,  there  being  no  farther 
necessity  for  retaining  their  services.  The  personnel  of  these  companies  was 
made  up  of  half-breeds  as  well  as  white  men.  As  spring  advanced  I  saw  the 
importance  which,  even  during  the  then  unsettled  state  of  the  country, 
attached  to  many  of  these  men,  who  were  farmers,  visiting  their  farms  outside  of 
Prince  Albert,  with  a  view  of  making  preparations  for  seeding.  I  offered  to  grant 
passes  for  a  limited  number  of  men  per  company — from  twelve  to  fifteen,  or  evea 
twenty — so  that  the  farms  might  be  visited.  This  offer,  however,  was  not  accepted, 
and  the  farmers  stated  to  me  that  unless  all  went  in  one  body  none  of  them  would 
leave  Prince  Albert.  The  result  was  that  non^went  The  position  I  was  in  was 
oertainly  not  one  in  which  I  should  have  been  warranted  in  allowing  200  men  to 
leave  Prince  Albert  $n  masse.  Hy  decision  on  this  point  was,  I  will  ask  you  to  remem- 
ber, arrived  at  between  the  date  of  the  fight  at  Fish  Creek  on  24th  April,  and  the 
aubsequent  one  which  occurred  at  Batoche  on  the  11th  May. 

I  feel  at  a  loss  to  know  how  I  can  adequately  give  expression  to  the  appreciatioa 
which  should  be  attached  to  the  gallant  service  rendered  to  the  country  by  the  Prince 
Albert  volunteers.  Certainly  no  body  of  men  ever  earned  more  honorable  mention 
than  in  their  case  is  deserving. 

I  shall  attempt  to  do  nothing  more  than  to  place  their  service  on  record,  by  once 
more  reminding  you  of  the  praiseworthy  alacrity  with  which  one  and  all  took  up 
■arms  when  occasion  required  it.  * 

In  the  ranks  of  these  volunteers  were  many  of  the  leading  men  in  that  sectioii 
of  the  Territories. 

The  exceptionally  severe  loss  sustained  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  following 
.return  of  killed  and  wounded  at  the  Duck  Lake  fight : — 

XilUd. 

Morton,  Captain  John, 

Napier,  Corporal  William, 

Anderson,  Constable  Joseph, 

Bakie,  do       James, 

Elliott,  do        Skeffington  Connor, 

Fisher,  do       Alexander, 
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HiddletOD,OoiiBtabl0  Bobert, 
McKenne,  do  Daniel, 
HoPhail,  do       Daniel 

Wounded. 

Moore,  Captain  Heniy  Stewarti 
MoNabb,  Sergeant  Alexanderi 
Markley,  Constable  A. 
Stewart,  Scoat  Alexander. 
Newett,  C. 

The  rebels  were  defeated  at  Batoehe  on  the  11th  May,  and  on  the  14th  of  that 
month  I  received  a  despatch  from  General  ICiddleton,  dated  theday  previoos,  infonft- 
rng  me  that  it  was  his  intention  to  march  to  Lepine's  Crossing  on  the  14th,  and  to 
Prince  Albert  on  the  following  day.  It  was,  however,  11:30  a.m.  on  the  19th  May 
tiiat  be  reached  Prince  Albert  with  his  command,  which  was  composed  of  some  1,2M 
men — scoats,  artillery  and  infiuxtry. 

On  Greneral  Middleton's  arrival  I  reported  to  him  that  I  coold  take  oat  into  the 
^eld  an  efficient  force  of  175  monnted  men,  folly  equipped,  with  oar  own  transport 
in  perfect  working  order.  I  said,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  coald  carry,  and  travel 
-fyustf  seven  days'  rations  and  forage. 

When  I  made  this  report  I  expected  that  I  woald  be  consalted  by  General 
Middleton  with  renrd  to  the  operations  then  in  contemplation  against  **  Big  Bear  " 
and  other  hostile  Indians  and  their  followers.  I  had  even  gone  so  fkr  as  to  assame, 
as  beyond  possibility  of  doabt,  that  the  force  under  my  command  would  be 
given  active  employment,  such  as  we  were  emioently  qualified  to  perform.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  at  that  time  the  rebel  half  breeds  had  been  defeated,  and 
that  the  aoknowledjB:ed  task  then  to  be  accomplished  by  the  troops  was  the  release 
of  white  prisoners  held  in  Indian  camps,  and  the  arrest  of  all  turbulent  chiefs,  such 
^  "  Big  Bear  "  and  others. 

My  desire  was  to  aid  t^e  GFeneral  in  as  far  as  possible  preventing  any  protraction 
of  the  tzoobles.  You  can  readily,  therefore,  picture  to  yourself  my  amaaement  on 
beiDg  informed  by  General  Middleton  that  he  considered  it  more  important  that  the 
police  force  nnder  my  command  should  remain  at  Prince  Albert.  Like  myself,  every 
member  of  the  police  force  was  most  anxious  to  secure  active  employment,  and  here 
was  work  to  be  done,  the  nature  of  which  was  familiar  to  us  in  every  detail — such 
work,  in  fiict,  as  we  had  been  successfully  performing  for  years.  We  were  able  to 
travel  twice  as  £ist  as  the  militia  troops  General  Middleton  had  with  him.  In 
addition  to  this,  we  not  only  knew  the  country,  and  the  habits  of  the  Indians,  but 
even  the  men  in  the  ranks  knew,  and  could  recognize  at  a  glance,  the  chief,  head  men 
and  others  against  whom  operations  were  being  conducted. 

This,  then,  was  the  position  in  which  I  found  myself  placed,  when,  on  the  22nd 
May,  General  Middleton,  with  a  force  of  artillery  and  in&utry,  left  by  steamer  fbr 
Battleford. 

I  thMi  remained  at  Prince  Albert  until  the  24th  of  the  same  month.  On  this  date 
Lieut-Colonel  Straubenaee,  with  the  remainder  of  the  militia,  started  overland  for 
Battleford  vid  Carlton.  Before  doing  so,  this  last  named  officer  informed  me  that  he 
wanted  a  guard  placed  on  the  ferry  at  Carlton,  where  his  command  was  to  cross  the 
Saskatchewan.  I  left  Prince  Albert  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  (the  24th> 
with  thirty  men,  and  reached  Carlton  that  night,  having  travelled  fifty  miles  in  ae 
doing.  In  taking  command  of  this  small  gua^  myself  I  was  in  hopes  that  circum- 
stances might  transpire  which  would  have  enabled  me  to  go  on  to  Battleford  and  Fort 
Pitt 

During  the  time  our  camp  was  established  at  Carlton  I  took  a  small  number  of 
men  with  me  and  rode  to  the  south  side  of  Duck  Lake^  for  the  purpose  of  disarming  a 
^Mnd  ol  Indians  encamped  there, which  task  was  quickly  and  6uccessfully  accomplish^  d« 
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On  the  27th  I  retnraed  to  Prince  Albert,  having  left  Inspector  Drayner  in  command 
of  the  detachment  at  Carlton.  This  officer  afterwards  patrolled  the  Duck  Lake  country* 
He  recovered  a  considerable  amonnt  of  property  stolen  by  the  rebels  from  Carlton^ 
and  arrested  six  Indians  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  uprising.  Inspector  Drayner 
and  his  party  subsequently  returned  to  Prince  Albert  on  the  30th  liay,  having  his 
Indian  prisoners  with  him. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  fh>m  the  Minister  of  Militia,  I,  on  the 
8th  of  June,  started  from  Prince  Albert  forty  rebel  prisoners  under  suitable  escort  for 
Begina.  About  noon  of  the  same  day  I  received  a  telegram  fVom  General  MiddletoQ 
ordering  me  to  send  out  as  many  mounted  men  as  possible  to  cross  the  river  at  Carl- 
ton and  patrol  towards  Green  Lake,  as  '*  Big  Bear  "  and  his  band  wore  supposed  to  bo 
making  in  that  direction. 

To  carry  out  this  order  I  decided  to  recall  the  prisoners  and  escort  whom  I  had 
started  out  in  the  morning  (as  I  have  previously  stated)  for  Begina,  under  command 
of  Inspector  Sanders.  That  officer  and  his  party  returned  to  Prince  Albert  the  samo 
night.  I  had,  in  the  meantime,  sent  a  small  party  to  Carlton,  under  Inspector  Drayner^ 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  ferry  upon  which  we  were  to  cross  at  that  point* 
By  dint  of  hard  work  performed  during  the  night,  Inspector  Drayner  had  the  ferry 
in  serviceable  condition  for  us  upon  the  following  day,  upon  which,  at  6  o'clock  a.  nu^ 
I  l^ft  Prince  Albert  myself,  with  a  party  of  the  following  strength :  Assistant  Com* 
jnissioner  Crozier,  Inspector  Howe  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Millar,  and  136  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  men,  12*7  horses  and  nineteen  waggons.  Captain  Wise,  A.D.C.J  ac-^ 
companied  me.  We  reached  Carlton  the  evening  of  the  same  day  and  crossed  the  nver 
upon  the  following  morning,  our  crossing  being  very  considerably  facilitated  by  the  ar> 
rival  of  steamer  **  Baroness."  At  Fort  Carlton  I  left  a  detachment  often  men,  in  chargo 
of  Sergeant  Smart.  We  then  proceeded  on  towards  Green  Lake,  reaching  the  south 
end  ofthis  Lake  on  the  14th  June.  In  this  journey  we  travelled  over  a  somewhat^ 
rough  country,  repairing  the  bridges  and  corduroy  roads  as  we  went  along.  At  the 
flonth  end  of  the  lake  I  was  forced  to  leave  my  waggons.  In  doinsp  this  I  e8tablished 
a  small  camp  near  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  Depot,  which  had  been  pillaged  by 
Indians  in  a  most  wholesale  manner.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  north  end  of  tho^ 
lake,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  along  a  bridle  path,  constantly  leading  our  horses  over^ 
iiallen  timber  and  bad  swamps,  crossing  a  creek  near  the  riorth  end,  where  we  had  to 
swim  our  horses  and  build  a  raft  to  cross  men,  saddles,  &o. 

From  the  north  end  of  Green  Lake  I  sent  out  scouts  to  Loon  Lake,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  any  news  of  *^  Big  Bear  "  was  forthcoming  from  that  direction. 

On  the  Vjth  I  returned  to  the  south  end  of  the  Uke,  where  my  waggons  were. 
From  this  point  I  went  back  southward  on  the  Carlton  trail,  to  the  rorks  of  the  road 
leading  towards  Pelican  Lake.  From  here  I  had  scouts  out  in  every  direction^ 
moving  about  myself  to  watch  trails,  picking  up  food  for  the  horses  wherever  it  wa» 
obtainable,  as  at  this  time  we  were  without  oats.  This  section  of  the  country  waa 
covered  with  morasses,  and  the  moving  of  waggons,  or  even  saddle  horses,  was 
extremely  trying  and  difficult 

On  the  23rd  June  one  of  the  Wood  Crees,  who  had  been  in  '*  Big  Bear*s  ''  camp, 
came  in  to  us.  He  stated  that  he  could  take  a  scout  to  where  he  Tthe  Indian)  had  left 
*^  Big  Bear,"  in  the  direction  of  Loon  Lake,  and  from  that  the  trail  could  be  followed* 
I  then  sent  scout  L^veil lie  out  with  this  Indian.  The  point  indicated  was  found,  and 
^^Big  Bear's  "  trail  followed  southward.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  trail 
continued  on  towards  Carlton.  It  was  while  camped  atPellican  Lake  that  I  received 
a  message  from  L^veill^,  to  this  effect.  I  therefore  moved  back  on  Carlton  myself. 
While  travelling  I  came  upon  a  camp  of  Indians ;  among  them  I  found  one  of  "  Big^ 
Beards"  Indians,  whom  I  arrested,  in  this  camp  i  also  recovered  one  of  our  horses, 
evidently  stolen  by  the  Indians  from  Fort  Pitt.  From  these  Indians  I  ascertained  that 
**  Biff  Bear  "  was  travelling  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  trail  I  was  on,  and  making 
for  the  Saskatchewan  Biver.    I  pushed  on,  therefore,  knowing  that  if  the  capture 

to  be  made,  it  must  be  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Carlton- 
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On  the  2nd  July  I  was  met  b^  Inspector  Drayner  (whom  I  had  previoiisly  sent 
into  Carlton  for  proTisions).  He  mformed  me  that  ^'  Big  Bear  "  had  been  oaptnred 
sear  Carlton  by  Sergeant  Snuut  and  the  detachment  of  police  I  had  left  at  that  place 

On  the  4th  Jaly  I  reached  Carlton,  having  crossed  the  river  on  a  small  scow. 
At  Carlton  I  foond  some  of  '^  Big  Bear's  "  followers  encamped.  I  arrested  them,  and 
took  them  on  to  Prince  Albert,  where  I  arrived  on  the  night  of  the  5th  Jal^.  On 
the  11th  July  I  sent  Inspector  i)rayner,  with  **  Big  Bear  "  and  other  Indian  prisoners, 
on  to  Begina.  I  left  Prince  Albert  myself  at  noon  of  the  same  day,  and  reached 
Bigina  on  the  Itth. 

Officii. 

Baperintendent  Oroiier,  who  commanded  the  police  who  took  part  in  the  Daok 
Lake  fight  showed  marked  gallantry  and  coolness  under  a  most  severe  fire. 

Saperintendents  Herohmer  and  Neale  served  with  the  ooiamn  sent  from  Swift 
Oorrent  to  the  relief  of  Battleford.  Saperintendent  Herohmer  acted  as  chief  of  staff 
and  second  in  command  to  Lient.  Colonel  Otter.  Saperintendent  Neale  commanded 
a  division  of  police.  The  efficient  services  of  both  officers  were  fally  recognned 
and  recorded  by  Lient.  Colonel  Otter,  who  brought  their  names  forward  as  deserving 
of  special  notice  in  his  official  accoant  of  the  fight  at  "Out  Enife." 

Superintendent  Herrchmerhad,  for  an  extended  period,  commanded  the  division  of 
police  serving  in  the  north,  and  had  thus  become  familiar  with  the  Indians  and  the 
ooontry  in  which  their  camps  were  located.  I  can  quite  understand  that  his 
eiq>erience  and  ability  must  have  been  of  much  service  to  Colonel  Oiter. 

Superintendent  Neale's  experience  as  transport  and  supply  officer  must  also  have 
been  beneficial. 

Superintendent  Cotton's  command  (the  South- Western  District)  during  the 
Bebellion  was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  country. 

In  the  control  and  management  of  the  Blackfoet,  as  well  as  in  the  general 
command  of  his  district,  he  showed  marked  ability  and  tact.  The  discharge  of  the 
important  duties  devolving  upon  him  were  performed  to  my  entire  satiHfaetion. 
The  people  of  the  country  have  every  confioence  in  ihis  officer,  and  consider  that 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  afEkirs  in  the  south  is  in  no  small  degree  attributable  to 
his  action.  This  has  been  borne  testimony  to  by  cattle  owners,  Hcttlers  and  railway 
authorities  alike.  Since  the  outbreak  this  officer  efficiently  performed  much  valuable 
service  among  the  southern  Indians,  all  of  which  merits  special  and  favorable  mention. 

Superintendents  Steele  and  Perry  held  important  commands  while  servingwith 
the  Alberta  Heki  force  under  Major-General  Strange.  In  both  cases  General  Strange 
has  placed  on  record  his  high  appreciation  of  the  ability,  energy  and  leal  these 
olBeers  poBsessf 

Snparintendent  Mclllree  efficiently  commanded  the  division  serving  at  Maple 
Creek  and  Medicine  Hat.  The  duty  of  scouting  the  Cypress  Hills  and  adjoining 
Odintry  to  the  south  and  west  was  very  thoroughly  done,  and  with  good  results. 

From  the  officers  who  served  with  me  on  uie  march  from  Begina  to  Carlton,  at 
Prince  Albert  and  on  the  Green  Lake  expedition — ^Inspectors  Howe,  White-Fraser, 
Sanders  and  Drayner-^  I  received  every  support  and  assistance. 

During  my  protracted  absence  from  h^quarters  the  command  devolved  upon 
Sipeiintendent  and  Adjutant  Deane.  The  increase  in  the  force  was  the  means  of 
bnnging  large  numbers  of  men  under  this  officer's  command,  for  purposes  of  organiza- 
tion and  drill.  All  such  duties  demanded  a  vast  amount  of  labor,  ana  were  performed 
in  a  most  satisfactoiy  manner. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct^  through  the  whole  campaign,  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  constables. 

I  append  heretq  reports  from  the  several  police  officers  who  held  police 
eommanda  during  the  outbreak ;  also  the  reports  ofthe  medical  officers  of  the  foroe^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.G.IByiNB, 

Commander. 
8m^3 
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APPENDIX  A. 


•{TeUgramfrom  Ideut-GoL  Irvine  to  Bight  Son.  Bir  John  A.  Macdonald^  dated  at  Fort 
Oarlton  via  Winnipeg^  Zlth  March,  1886.) 

Party  under  my  ooramand  jost  arrived ;  when  near  Fort  Carlton  foand  that 
OroEier,  with  a  party  of  100,  went  to  Daok  Lake  to  secure  a  large  quantity  of  sapplies 
there  stored  ;  was  met  by  200  rebels,  who  held  an  advantageoos  position  at  Bearay's 
JEteserve,  and  endeavored  to  sarroand  police  and  civilians. 

Bebels  fired  first,  when  it  became  general.  Grozier,  owing  to  the  disadvantage 
at  which  he  was  taken,  retreated  orderly,  arriving  at  fort  same  time  as  my  party. 
Ten  civilians  of  Prince  Albert  and  two  policemen  killed,  and  foor  civilians  and  sevea 
^oonstables  wounded. 

Number  of  rebels  killed  not  known. 

The  Police  and  civilians^acted  with  the  greatest  bravery  under  a  heavy  fire. 

KiUed. 

Begimental  No.  1008 Constable  T.  J.Gibson. 

do  1065 do       G.P.Arnold. 

OivlltaDS. — Captain  John  Morton,  W.  Napier,  James  Bakie,  S.  Elliott,  Bobert 
Ifiddleton,  B.  Mackenzie,  D.  MacPhail,  Charles  Newitt,  Joseph  Anderson,  Alex. 
Fisher. 

Wounded. 

Captain  Moore,  leg  broken ;  A.  MaoNabb,  W.  B.  Markley,  Alex.  Stewart^  of 
volunteers. 

The  North-West  Mounted  Police  wounded  are  Inspector  J.  Howe,  Corporal 
Gilchnst. 

Begimental  No.   852 Constable  Gktrratt. 

do  HIT do         aP.  GoMon. 

do  1045 do         A.  M.  Smith. 

do  1048.....« do         J.J.Moore. 

do  936 do         A.  Miller. 


Carlton,  26th  March  1885. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  proceeded  this  morning  with  an 
escort  of  100  men  to  get  possession  of  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  ammunition 
At  Duck  Lake,  in  the  store  of  Hillyard  Mitchell.  When  within  about  a  mile  and 
a4ialf  of  Duck  Lake  I  was  attacked  by  over  200  half-breed  rebels. 

I  threw  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  right  of  the  road,  under  cover  of  a  wood,  ta 
prevent  the  rebels  surrounding  us,  which  they  were  attemptioff  to  do,  the  remainder^ 
excepting  men  in  charge  of  horses,  formed  under  cover  of  tne  sleighs,  extended  to  tha 
iefl^  at  right  angles  to  the  road. 
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We  prevented  the  rebeb  sarroandin;  us,  and  then  qaietly  returned  to  Oarlton. 
!rhe  plioe  and  noble  ▼<danteerB  firom  Prinoe  Albert  behaved  saperbly.  Our  loss  is 
11  killed  and  11  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Ciokmel  Ibyinx,  Tour  obedient  servant, 

Oommiaeioner  N.-W.M.P.,  L.  N.  F«  CROZIBBi 

Carlton.  auperintmdmt. 

Forwarded 

A.  G.  lEVINE, 

C(hnnu$8i(mer. 


This  report  was  delayed  in  transmission  and  did  not  reach  Ottawa  ontil  SMh 
Hay. 

Pbinob  Albert,  1st  April,  1886. 

SiB, — Beferring  to  my  telegram  of  the  26th  nit.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
ihat  I  arrived  at  Prinoe  Albert  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  and  intended  starting  th^ 
next  day  for  Carlton,  bnt  found,  owing  to  the  forced  march  which  I  had  mado 
between  Begina  and  this  point,  it  was  actuidly  necessary  that  both  men  and  horaes 
flboald  have  a  rest,  in  order  to  be  in  a  better  state  for  action  on  my  arrival  at  Carlton. 
I  left  Prinoe  Albert  at  2:30  a.m.  of  the  26th,  taking  with  me,  besides  eighty-three 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  brought  from 
Begina,  twenty-five  volunteers  fVom  this  point. 

On  reaching  Fort  Carlton  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  I 
ibund  that  Superintendent  Crosier  had  early  that  morning  despatched  a  party,  con- 
dstiBe  of  Sergeant  Stewart  and  seventeen  constables  with  eight  sleighs,  and  aceom- 
panied  by  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Thomas  MoEay,  of  Prince  Albert,  to 
seeure  a  quantity  of  mrovisions  and  ammunition,  which  were  in  the  store  of  a  trader 
named  Mitchell,  at  JDuck  Lake.  When  within  three  miles  of  Duck  Lake  Mr. 
McKay,  who  was  riding  in  front,  saw  lour  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  scouts, 
who  had  been  sent  in  iSvance,  riding  towards  him,  bein^  closely  pursued  by  a  larm 
number  of  half-breeds  and  Lidians.  On  perceiving  this,  Mr.  McKay  turned  and  rode 
back  to  the  sleighs,  halted  them,  and  told  the  men  to  load  their  rifles  and  get  ready. 
He  then  went  forward  and  met  die  rebels,  who  were  all  armed  and  mounted,  in  large 
numbers,  which  were  being  rapidly  increased  from  the  rear. 

The  rebels  behaved  in  a  very  overbearing  and  excited  manner,  and  demanded  a 
surreoder  of  the  party  or  they  would  fire,  l^is  was  refused,  and  a  reply  given  by 
Mr.  McKay  in  their  own  language  (the  Cree)  that  two  could  play  at  tlult  game. 
One  Gabriel  Dnmont  and  others  kept  prodding  loaded  and  cocked  rifles  in  Mr« 
McKay's  ribs,  and  declaring  they  would  blow  out  his  brains.  Two  of  the  rebels 
jumped  into  a  sleigh  belonging  to  Mr.  McKa;^'s  party  and  endeavored  to  take 
pottession  of  the  team,  but  Mr.  MoEay  told  the  driver  not  to  ffive  it  up,  but  hold  <m 
to  it^  which  was  done.    The  Lidians  kept  jeering  at  Mr.   Monty's  small  party,  and 

"    The  '  


'  out :  ''  If  you  are  men,  now  come  on."  The  pat-ty  then  returned  in  the  direo- 
lioD  of  Carlton  and  Mr.  McKay  told  the  rebels  not  to  follow,  as  he  would  not  be  rea> 
ponsible  for  what  his  men  might  da 

Daring  the  parleying  Dumont  fired  a  rifle  between  Mr.  McKay  and  the  teamster 
above  referred  to,  which  Mr.  McKay  feared  was  intended  as  a  signal  for  the  large 
number  of  Indians  assembled  in  the  rear. 

A  scout  was  ordered  in  advance  to  report  the  circumstances  to  Superintendent 
Crozier,  and  on  Mr.  McKay's  arrival  at  the  fint  another  party,  under  command  of 
Soperintendant  Crozier,  started  for  Duck  Lake,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  stores 
Hr.  McKay's  men  fkiled  in  ^tting. 

The  command  consisted  of  the  fbUowing : — Superintendent  Crozier.  Inspector 
Howe,  Surgeon  ICller,  63  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  (N.-W.M.PO  witlt 
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one  7-pr.  gun,  CaptainB  Hoore  and  Morton  and  41  Prince  Albert  volunteers.  Total 
99.  We  were  met  by  the  rebels  at  the  same  place  from  which  Mr.  McKay's  party 
was  to  retire. 

The  rebels  were  hidden  in  eztented  order,  awaiting  Saperintendent  Croeier'a 
approach  behind  a  rise  of  gronnd,  which  crossed  the  road  mnch  in  the  fbrm  of  a  dia- 
tended  horse  shoe,  flanked  on  eitiier  side  by  small  bosh. 

Saperintendent  Grozier  reports  to  me  that  on  being  confronted  by  this  party  of 
rebels  he  immediately  ordered  his  sleighs  to  extend  at  right  angles  across  the  road, 
unhitched  his  horpes  and  sent  them  to  the  rear.  The  rebels  appeared  to  desire  a 
parley,  as^seyeral  of  them  advanced  a  short  distance  to  the  front  with  a  white  flag, 
which  he  took  to  be  one  of  truce.  During  the  parleying  the  Indians  rapidly  extended 
out,  and  shortly  after  this  the  firing  began — Superintendent  Orozier  stating  that 
the  first  shot  was  from  the  rebel  side,  when  the  firing  became  general,,  with  the 
result  often  killed  and  thirteen  wounded  on  our  side.  The  number  of  rebels  killed 
is  n:)t  known« 

Owing  to  the  disadvantage  at  which  Saperintendent  Crozier'e  comnuind  was 
taken,  both  as  regards  numbers  and  position,  he  considered  it  prudent  to  retire  back 
to  Carlton,  and  it  was  just  after  his  force  had  returned  tiiat  I  marched  in. 

It  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  regret  that  with  the  knowledge  that  both  myself 
and  command  were  within  a  few  miles  of  and  en  route  to  Carlton,  Saperintendent 
Crozier  should  have  marched  out  as  he  did,  in  face  of  what  had  transpired  earlier  in 
the  day ;  but  I  am  led  to  the  belief  that  this  officer's  better  judgment  was  overruled 
by  the  impetuousness  displayed  both  by  the  police  and  volunteers  to  go  and  take 
the  stores  and,  if  necessary,  fight  for  them. 

On  learning  the  intent  and  demeanor  of  the  rebels,  as  well  as  being  advised  of 
the  number  of  IndiaDS  who  had  joined  them,  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  abandon  Fort 
Carlton.  I  was  influenced  in  this  direction  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  armed  men 
of  Prince  Albert  wei^  aiding  in  the  defence  of  the  fort  while  they  should  be  protecting 
their  own  homes ;  of  the  untenable  position  of  the  fort  and  the  inutility  of  nolding  it 
as  a  means  of  protecting  the  settlers  of  the  country,  and  above  all,  that  owing  to  the 
check  received  by  the  police  and  volunteers  near  Duck  Lake  the  rebels,  and  espe- 
cially  the  Indian  portion  of  them,  would,  if  it  were  left  in  its  defenceless  position, 
make  a  raid  upon  Prince  Albert,  the  consequences  of  which  would  have  been  hard  to 
tell.  In  this  decision  I  was  endorsed  by  all  the  prominent  officials  and  gentlemen  of 
the  fort. 

The  intention  was  to  have  loaded  up  all  the  provisions  and  taken  them  to  Prince 
Albert,  and  any  which  could  not  have  been  taken  to  have  destroyed  ;  bat  about  2 
a.m»  of  the  28th,  before  the  loading  was  completed|  the  fort,  through  the  ignition  of 
some  hay  which  was  being  used  in  filling  mattresses  for  the  wounded,  accidentally^ 
caught  fire.  The  fire  occurring  over  the  main  gateway,  at  that  time  the  only  exit^ 
teams  had  to  be  hurriedly  hitch^  np^  and  other  places  of  exit  made  in  the  temporary 
stockade  built  of  cordwood. 

As  the  bright  flame,  which  rapidly  increased,  shone  far  and  wide,  I  had  the 
rampart  strongly  manned,  until  every  person  was  out  of  the  fort,  when  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers  and  mounted  men  were  thrown  out  in  most  commanding  positions  to 
protect  the  long  tridn  of  police  and  civilian  teams  in  their  tedioas  efforts  up  the  lon^ 
and  steep  hill  Jtofore  reaching  the  upper  plain.  It  took  some  two  and  arhalf  hours 
before  the  last  sleigh  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  when  immediately  the  march  to 
IVince  Albert  was  commenced,  which  place  was  reached  about  4  p.m. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  before  leavingC  arlton,  Constable  Gibson,  who  was 
killed  in  the  fight,  and  two  members  of  the  North- West  Mounted  Police,  Constables 
Arnold  and  G^rrett^  who  had  been  wounded  and  died,  were  buried  with  ndlitary 
honors  in  one  grave,  about  200  yards  to  the  north-west  of  the  gate  at  Fort  Carlton* 
The  balance  of  the  wounded  we  brought  to  Prince  Albert. 

I  would  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  reports  that  have  reached  me  of  the  plucky 
Bianner  in  which  Superintendent  Crozier  and  all  under  his  command  behaved  under 
tbe  most  trying  circumstances.     The  fire  from  the  rebels  was  very  heavy,  and  the 
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Qoolnees  displayed,  when  attaching  the  horaoB  to  the  Bleighs,  preparatory  to  retiriag^ 
wsB  apparently  remarkable. 

hk  the  ranks  of  the  Frinoe  Albert  volunteer  company,  under  the  command  of 
Oaptain  Moore,  were  some  of  the  best  and  many  of  the  leading  men  of  this  section  of 
tiie  country.  The  alacrity  with  which  one  and  all  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
police  is  particularly  pnuseworthy,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  Uiey  left 
their  fanulies  and  homes  to  do  so. 

Some  of  these  brave  men  lost  their  lives  :n  the  engagement^  whilst  othera 
received  serious  wounds,  among  the  number  being  Captain  Moore,  who  had  his  leg 
broken  by  two  shots. 

Attached  hereto  will  be  found  a  report  from  Superintendent  Grosier,  also  rolla 
giving  the  names  of  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  and  Prince  Albert  volunteera 
who  took  part  in  the  engagement,  together  with  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  respective  corps, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ffir, 

*  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  IBVINE, 

The  Bight  Hon.  Commi$sicMr. 

ffir  JoMH  A.  Maodonau),  G.C.B.,  Ac.,  &o. 


(Telegram.) 

Ottawa,  10th  April,  1886. 

T6  Lt-Ool.  iBvnn,  Prince  Albert 

Send  by  first  messenger  particulars  of  attack  at  Beardy's  reserve,  nature  of 
woonds  received  by  police  ana  civilians,  and  present  condition  of  woanded. 

FfiBD.  WHITB. 


PaiNOB  Albxbt,  26th  April,  1886,  6:30  a.  nu 

Ht  Duab  Whiti, — Tour  tei€Mgram  from  Ottawa,  dated   10th,  this  morning 
reeaived.    The  General  telegraphed  me  to  report  direct  to  him.    This  accounts  for 

KBT  not  having  received  any  information  from  me  lately.  I  telegraphed  Mr. 
wdney  from  here,  telling  him  I  had  evacuated  Carlton,  which  accidentally  caught 
fire  and  bamt  while  leaving.  A  man  is  jast  starting  off  for  Humboldt^  so  I  send  you 
a  repcHi^  of  the  condition  <rf  the  wounded,  list  of  killed  on  the  26th  March  last^  a 
repcHTt  from  Groiier  and  proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers  on  the  cause  of  the  fire  at 
Oarlton.  It  is  too  great  a  risk  to  send  you  a  report  of  what  we  are  doing  here,  aa 
ievaral  of  our  messengers  have  already  been  caught  by  the  rebels.  1  bo^,  however^ 
ia  a  few  days  the  road  will  be  open.  V?a  are  all  well  and  in  great  spirits,  and  yo« 
nay  be  sure  will  snve  a  ffood  account  of  ourselves  when  the  time  comes.  Beed  ia 
with  me^  and  hasliMeen  €?  great  assistance  to  me. 

Tours  fluthfuUy, 

A.Q.IBYISK 
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cf   EUed  and  Wcmded,   Prince  Albert    Votrnteert^  near  Duck  Lake^  26tt 

March,  1885. 

Captain  Morton,  killed. 

Corporal  JC^apiof  do 

Constable,  Anderson^  Joseph     do 

do       Bakie,  Jas.  do 

do       Elliott,  S.  a  do 

do        FiBher,  Alex.  do 

do        Middleton,  B.  do 

do       McKoDzie,  D.  do 

do        McPhail,  D.  do 

Captain  Moore  H*  S.,  shot  below  tbe  knee;  doing  well. 
Sergeant  McNab,  A.,  flesh  wonod  of  arm  ;  progressing  favorably. 
Constable  Markley,  A.,  insignifioant  wound  \  progressing  fiiTorablj; 
Soout  Stewart  A.,  slight  abrasion  ;  progressing  favorably. 
Constable,  Newitt,  C,  wounded  in  leg. 

Forwarded, 

A.  G.  IBVmE, 

OanmUrioner* 


North- West  Mountid  Poliob. 

loBT  of  Officers,  Ncn-CcmmUsUmed  Officers  and  Constables  killed  and  wounded  on  2Sth 

March,  1885,  near  Duck  Lake. 


BaC-No. 

Bank  .od  Name. 

Nature  of  Wounds. 

Snrgeoiu  Remaiks. 

Inspector 

Corporal 

Constable 

do 

do 
do 

do 
do 
do 

• 

Howe 

Pleeh  wound 

Broken  thigh 

Shot  through  lungs, 
and  neck.. 

Progressing  fkvorably. 
do             do 

Died  at    1:46  a.m.  27th 

fi32 
1006 

Silchrist 

Arnold,  G.P 

Garrett,  G.  K... 

GordoD,  S.  P..... 
Manners  Smith.. 

Miller,  A. 

8S2 

1111 

104& 

935 

Shot  in  the  lungs 

Flesh  wound 

Shot  through  lungs... 

Slight  scalp  wound. . . 
8hot  through  heart... 
Fletih  wound  of  arm. . 

March,  1885. 
Seriously  wounded  (died 

3  p.m.  2'7th  March, '8& 
Not  serious. 
Seriously    wounded,  but 

doing  welL 
Doing  well. 
Died  on  field. 
Progressing  favorably. 

1003 
1048 

Gibson,  W 

Wood,  J.  J 

Constable  Arnold  ') 

do       Garrett  V     Buried  at  Fort  Carlton,  2'7th  March^  1886^ 
do      Gibson  ) 

Forwarded 

A.  G.  IBVINB, 

Oommissumer. 

Panroi  Albut,  22nd  April,  1886. 

Sm,— In  reply  to  your  memorandum  of  this  date^  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you*th|ii  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  March  I  sent  a  party  to  Duck  Lake  to  proouro- 
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aqraantitj  of  iHroviBions  and  ammaDition  that  ware  in  the  simre  of  a  trader  named 
Hitohell .  They  left  Carlton  shortly  after  daylight.  About  ten  o'clock  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  Sergeant  Stewart  had  tieen  prevent^  by  half-breeds  from  taking  the  stores 
after  which  he  had  gone,  and  that  he  was  "in  trouble/' 

I  immediately  got  ready  a  party  100  strong  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  Stewart. 
Ab  I  was  moving  on  Stewart's  party  came  down  the  hill  at  the  fort.  I  was  informed 
that  there  were  about  100  maranding  half-breeds  at  Duck  Lake,  the  rebel  head-^ 
quarters  and  force,  according  to  my  latent  information  received  through  scouts,  bein^ 
at  Batoche's  Crossing,  south  side  of  river.  I  therefore,  concluded  to  goto  Duck 
Iiftke  and  get  the  provisions  and  ammunition. 

When  within  a  mile  and  a-half  of  Mitchell's  store  I  was  attacked  by  a  force  of 
half-breeds  estimated  at  the  time  at  over  200  in  number,  bat  I  have  since  boon 
informed  through  rebel  sources  that  there  were  at  least  350  of  them. 

I  threw  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  right  of  the  road,  under  cover  of  a  wood,  to 
prevent  the  rebels  surrounding  us,  which  they  were  attemptine  todo.  The  remainder 
of  my  force,  excepting  the  men  in  charge  of  horses,  formed  under  cover  of  the  sleighs 
extended  to  the  left  at  right  angles  to  the  road . 

On  my  escort  halting  a  man  advanced  firom  the  enemy  bearing  a  flag  of  truoe« 
I  ran  forward  to  meet  him  and  called  back  for  the  interpreter,  Joseph  McKay. 

The  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  flaff  of  truce,  continued  to  get  rapidly  inta 
position.  The  movement  that  threatened  to  be  most  serious  to  us  was  that  ofs 
wge  body  moving  towards  our  right  flank. 

I  said  several  times  to  the  man  with  the  flag :  **  Call  those  people  back,"  referrinjp 
to  those  moving  to  the  right  To  what  1  said  be  paid  not  the  slightest  attention .  it 
was  evident  that  the  sending  out  of  the  flag  of  truce  was  but  a  piece  of  treachery^ 
and  to  gain  time,  in  order  to  outflank  us  on  the  right  and  get  into  position. 

Hid  they  accomplished  their  purpose  we  must  have  b^n  annihilated.  I  consider 
that  the  line  extended  to  our  right  prevented  the  rebels  surrounding  us.  There  ws 
sustained  the  heaviest  loss,  because  concealed  from  view,  to  the  right  of  the  trail  on 
which  we  approached,  were  two  houses,  in  which  were  posted  a  large  number  of 
rebels,  and  from  whence  they  poured  upon  us  a  fierce  fire.  From  this  poiDt  they 
tried  to  gain,  and  were  working  upon  our  right  rear  The  deep  crunted  snow,  however^ 
impeded  their  movements,  thereby  preventing  them  accomplishing  their  purpose 
bemre  the  termination  of  the  engagement. 

The  deep  crusted  snow  caused  any  movement  to  be  most  difficult.  If  off  tho 
beaten  track  my  men,  in  extending,  found  it  slow  and  hard  work. 

The  engagement  lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  and  though  the  rebels  were  upon 
their  own  ground,  entrenched  in  ambush,  with  the  advantage  of  a  commanding  posi* 
tion,  ready  and  waiting  for  us,  we  drove  back  th*  ir  right,  and  had  we  been  opposed 

Sr  them  on  our  right  on  anything  like  an  equality,  we  could  hfive  done  the  same  to 
eir  left,  but  there  we  had  to  contend  again^t  the  enemy  in  houBcs  and  in  ambush. 
The  right  of  my  line  did  prevent  the  reikis  gaining  our  rear.  They  did  it  at  the  cost 
of  Uieir  lives — men  could  do  no  more. 

Both  the  police  and  volunteers  who  composed  my  little  escort  behaved  superbly  ;. 
their  bravery  and  coolness  under  a  murderous  fire  was  simply  astonishing. 

Tlie  enemy  were  in  ambush  behind  splendid  cover ;  we  were  exposed,  yet  not  s 
aan  shirked,  or  even  faltered,  until  the  order  was  given  to  retire,  and  then  they^ 
aoved  off  quietly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  N.  P.  CBOZIBB, 

8iq>mntendent. 

lienk-CoL  Irtivx, 

Conunisbioner  North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Prince  Albert. 
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Pbooubikgs  of  an  Investigatum  to  mqtdre  into  the  cause  of  the  Fire  at  Carlton  on  iht 
evemng  of  the  2*!th  Mareh^  by  Order  of  the  Oommiseimier,  before  a  Board  of  Officer^ 
con^posed  of  Superintendent  Orozier^  Gagnony  amd  Inspector  White-Fraser^  at 
Prince  Albert,  in  the  North  Wut  Territory,  on  Thursday,  the  ^th  of  April,  1885. 

Sergeant  Ibjor  Dann,  being  examined,  states  as  follows : — 

I  was  ordered  to  send  a  certain  number  of  teams  to  eonvey  the  wounded  and 
aiok  men  to  Prince  Albert  I  bad  a  mattress  that  I  was  getting  filled  with  hay  to 
put  in  the  bottom  of  a  sleigh  for  wounded  men  to  rest  on.  I  was  filling  the 
mattress  in  m J  own  room;  the  loose  hay,  or  rather  there  might  have  been  some 
loose  hay  scattered  about  the  floor  of  the  room;  a  stovepipe  from  a  slove  in  the 
room  under  mine  ran  through  the  floor  of  my  room ;  there  was  no  fire  in  the  stove 
below  when  1  was  having  the  mattress  filled,  or  at  least  I  was  not  aware  of  a  fire 
being  in  the  stove.  After  the  bed  was  filled  with  hay  I  had  been  away  about  tat 
hour  when  I  heard  the  alarm  of  fire  given.  I  learned  at  once  that  the  fire  was  m 
my  quarters.  I  at  once  rushed  to  the  room  adioining  mine  to  see  if  the  wounded 
were  being  taken  out.  I  found  my  own  and  the  room  in  which  the  wounded  men 
were  in  flames.  Corporal  Giiohnst,  one  of  the  wounded,  was  still  in  bed  in  the 
room  adjoining  mine.  I  went  to  this  room,  and  with  the  assistance  of  another  man, 
took  Corporal  Gilchrist  out.  I  was  nearly  stifled  by  the  smoke  in  gettins^  the 
oorporal  oat  of  the  room.  I  returned  to  see  if  the  wounded  were  all  out,  and  found 
they  were.  Several  backets  of  water  were  used  to  endeavor  to  extinguish  the  fireL 
but  the  fire  bad  made  too  much  headway.  Hy  first  impression  was  that  a  lamp  had 
^exploded,  but  I  found  from  Constable  Baugh  that  the  fire  had  started  from  the  loose 
hay  lying  about  the  stovepipe,  a  fire  having  been  made  in  the  stove  below  my  room. 

^  P.  G.  DANN, 

Sergeant  Major,  N.WJI.P. 

Constable  Baugh,  being  examined,  states  as  follows  :— 

I  was  in  charge  of  two  wounded  men,  Qorporal  Gilchrist  and  Manners  Smith. 
I  had  just  removed  the  lamp  and  given  them  beef  tea — ^that  they  might  have  a  sleep 
before  finally  moving  them.  I  had  gone  outside  the  room  when  I  smelt  the  fire;  oa 
looking  I  found  the  fire  in  the  Sergeant  Major's  room.  I  gave  the  alarm  and  endear* 
ored  three  different  times  to  extinguish  the  flames  with  blankets,  and  also  threw 
water  upon  the  flames.  On  coming  out  of  the  burning  room  for  the  fourth  time  I 
noticed  some  one  carrying  Corporal  Gilchrist  out  of  his  room.  I  was  nearly  suf- 
focated, and  burned  my  face  very  much  while  trying  with  the  blankets  to  put  the  fiie 
out«  A  small  fire  had  been  kept  on  during  the  day  in  the  stove  in  the  room  beneath 
the  Sergent  Major's,  but  I  imagine  some  one  had  put  on  a  much  greater  fire  in  the 
evening,  not  being  aware  that  the  loose  hay  was  in  the  room  above.  I  assisted  taking 
Corporal  Gilchrist  and  other  wounded  men  to  their  sleighs,  and  did  not  again  enter 
the  Durning  bailding,as  the  fire  was  quite  beyond  control^  The  fire  originated  in  the 
loose  hay  lying  about  the  floor  in  the  room  occupied  as  a  bedroom  by  the  Sergeaat 
Major. 

R  D.  BAUGH. 

Sergeant  Major  Dann  recalled :  There  were  several  fitmilies  of  civilians,  who  had 
eome  into  the  fort  for  protection,  living  in  the  room  where  the  stove  was,  and  the/ 
must  have  set  on  the  fire  in  the  stove,  not  being  aware^  I  imagine,  that  there  wm 
loose  hay  in  the  room  above, 

F.  G.  DANN, 

Sergeant  Major,  If,  WM.P. 
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opiNioir. 


Having  oonmdered  the  above  statements,  the  Board  is  of  opiDion  that  the  Iro 
-oripiiated  throngh  loose  hay  hring  aboat  a  stovepipe  in  the  room  that  was  oecnpied 
ly  Seigeant  Kajor  Dann  as  a  bedroom,  and  that  the  fire  originated  entirely  aa  «t. 
4Meident 

L.  N.  F.  CAOZIBB,  SuperintmdmU. 

SBV.  GAGNON,  Supenntendent.       \  ^„,. 

W.  H.  WHITB.FRASBB,  Intpeciar.  ]  ^^^^^^^ 

Forwarded 

A.  G.  IBVUJB, 
Oammismcner. 

Prinee  Albert,  10th  April  1885. 


PaiNOB  Albibt,  N.  W.  T.,  16th  May,  1886; 

Sib, — ^My  last  report  mentioned  the  arrival  here  of  my  oommand  from  Caiitoa 
on  the  28th  llaroh. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  applied  myself  to  completing,  as  fiir  as  poasiUiL 
the  organization  already  began  for  the  defence  of  the  plaoe,  and  oansed  to  be  enrolled 
aU  the  able-bodied  men  as  special  constables  who  offered  their  services  and  who 
were  not  at  the  time  bearing  arms.  Some  309  men  became  enrolled,  bat  only  116 
Snider  rifies  were  available,  and  these  were  distribated  between  two  companies  at 
Prince  Albert  proper  and  a  detachment  of  eighteen  men  at  Gk)schen.  There  were 
foor  companies  ander  the  oommand  of  the  following  officers,  namely :  Oaptate 
Toang  Twho  took  charge  on  Captain  Afoore  being  woanded),  with  Lieatenants 
OampbeU  and  Wilson  as  sabalterns;  Captain  Hoey,  with  Lieatenants  Brewster  and 
Agnew  as  sabalterns;  Captain  Craig,  with  Lieatenants  Tait  and  Danlop  aa 
sabalterns,  and  Captain  Brewster,  with  Lieatenants  Satherland  and  Spencer  as 
sabalterns.  The  staff  duties  were  performed  by  Lieat-Oolonel  Sproat,  with  Hoiu 
Lawrence  Clarke  as  Sapply  Officer  and  Ur.  Havter  Beed  as  Brigade  Major.  Bosidea 
the  above,  a  company  of  scoats,  forty-seven  in  all,  was  orffanised  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Thomas  McKay.  These  men  guarded  the  outlyiag  settlements,  acted  aa 
eonriws  and  gave  most  valuable  and  general  aid.  One  of  these  men  had  a  tel»» 
grai^c  instrument,  and  was  thereby  enabled  to  forward  information  from  the  front 
when  the  line  was  in  working  order.  The  fact  of  the  scoats  being  held  well  to  the 
flout,  and  at  times  in  close  proximity  to  the  rebel  camp,  caased  the  enemy  to  keep  a 
goodly  portion  of  their  force  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  fearing  an  attack  frona 
this  quarter. 

All  the  shot-guns  throughout  the  country  were  gathered  in,  and  these  were 
issaed  to  the  balance  of  the  men,  and  handed  from  one  Co  the  other  as  oocasioa 
required. 

As  reliable  information  was  received  that  the  rebels  contemplated  an  atlaok 
upon  Prince  Albert,  so  soon  as  possible  I  had  a  strong  chain  of  patrols  and  pioqoela 
mghtly  surrounding  the  main  part  of  the  town. 

Owing  to  the  place  being  so  spread  over  a  large  area,  the  force  under  my  eoa* 
mand  was  not  a  little  weakened  in  its  d«^sire  to  make  a  forward  movement,  as  moat 
^valuable  intereite  lay  in  scattered  parts  requiring  protection. 

On  the  19th  April  last  I  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force  and  found  that  tha 
rebda  were  in  numbers  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  at  Batoche,  and  had  parties  at 
most  commanding  points  %nd  scattered  through  the  woods  along  the  route  to  that 
'Crossing.  I  deemed  it  proper,  therefore,  to  retrace  my  steps,  in  order  to  avoid  tha 
possibiii^  of  a  raid  being  suddenly  made  by  other  routes  upon  Prince  Albert. 

Nearly  the  whole  population  of  the  surrounding  country  took  refage  in  Prinoa 
Albert,  and  owing  mainly  to  the  had  harvest  reaped  last  fkll  it  was  found  that  it  was 
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mbflolntely  neoeesary  to  feed  the  greater  portion  of  them.    The  number  now  on  the^ 
imtion  list,  apart  from  enrolled  men,  is  1,166  souls. 

As  the  time  for  seeding  wheat  was  rapidly  passing  by,  and  owing  to  the  unoer- 
tain  and  j>068ibly  oritioal  position  in  which  the  inhabitants  found  themselvea,  hr 
havinff,  besides  rebels,  Indians  about  them  on  all  sides,  who,  although  professing  frieoa- 
ahip,  had,  under  the  circumstances,  to  be  treated  with  more  or  less  suspicion,  I 
deemed  it  advisable  to  retain  the  services  of  all  enrolled  jbrmers,  which,  of  coursOp  to- 
a  rar  Kreat  extent,  prevented  wheat  crops  being  sown  by  them. 

BeK>re  concluding  I  must  not  fail  to  draw  to  vour  notice  the  loyal  and  hearty 
support  given  me  by  one  all,  and  although  it  might  appear  invidious  to  mention  any 
names,  still  I  must  be^  to  be  allowed  to  bring  before  you  those  of  the  Hon.  Lawrenoa 
01ark»,  who,  besides  the  arduous  duties  of  supplying  food  for  the  garrison  and  inhab- 
itants generally,  provided  shelter  for  them  on  their  arrival  from  the  country,  and  that 
of  Kr.  Thomas  McKay,  chief  of  the  scouts,  whose  unremitting  efforts  tended  greatly 
to  my  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  lEVINB, 

The  Bight  Hon.  CammisamBr. 

Sir  John  A^  Maodonald,  G.O.B.,  &c.,  &c. 


(Telegram.) 

Ottawa,  23rd  May,  1885. 
TDo  Lt..Col.  Ietinb,  Prince  Alberts 

Minister  considers  Grozier's  report  of  engagement  at  Duck  Lake  very  incom-- 
plete,  and  wishes  detailed  particulars ;  also  explanation  why  he  went  to  Duck  Lake^ 
JOiowing  you  were  about  to  join  him. 

From  yourself  he  wishes  ftiU  report  from  time  you  left  Begina  till  arrival  (rf 
General  Middleton  at  Prince  Albert 

Why  you  abandoned  Carlton  and  why  you  did  not  go  to  Duck  Lake ;  why  yoii< 
did  not  scour  the  country  around  Prince  Albert,  and  why  you  did  not  join  Greneral 
Hiddleton ;  also  any  fiirther  particulars  you  can  furnish. 

PKBD.  WHTTB. 

KoTK. — ^The  substance  of  OoL  Irvine's  report,  sent  by  mail,  in  reply  to  this- 
'telegram  is  contained  in  his  annual  report. 


(letegram.) 

Prinob  Albert,  5th  June,  1886. 
9\>  F.  Whitb,  Ottawa. 

Will  send  another  and  ftill  report  from  the  time  I  left  Begina  till  arrival  ci 
Ctoneral  Middieton  at  Prince  Albert 

The  country  around  Prince  Albert  was  thoroughly  scoured ;  result,  no  houMS 
jillaced  or  burnt.    *^ 

Keceived  no  order  to  join  General  Middieton,  which  rather  surprised  me,  as  I  am 
flue,  from  my  long  service  in  the  country,  and  my  knowledge  of  Indian  and  half^ 
liffiaed  ways,  would  have  been  of  great  service  to  him. 

Full  report  firom  Orosier  forwarded  by  last  mail. 

A.  G.  IBVINIL 
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pBmoB  Albbet,  29th  May,  1885. 

Snt, — I  am  asked  to  make  a  Airtber  report  as  to  the  affair  at  Ihick  Lnke  on  the 
26th  March  last.  In  addition  to  what  I  have  already  said  in  former  reports,  I  may 
ffirtber  state  as  follows : 

Between  the  19th  and  26th  March  Biel  and  his  followers  had  robbed,  plundered^ 

elaged  and  terrorized  the  settlers  and  country ;  they  had  sacked  stores,  seized  and 
Id  as  prisoners  officers  of  the  Government,  merchants,  settlers  and  others;  they 
had  risen  in  armed  rebellion  or  insnrrection,  they  patrolled  the  country  with  armed 
parlies,  who  seized,  with  the  muzzles  of  rifles  at  their  heads,  loyal  subjects,  or  any  one 
else  they  chose,  declaring  that  they  had  the  choice  of  submitting  to  be  made  pri- 
sorers  or  of  being  shot ;  their  orders  were  to  massacre  idl  those  who  would  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  made  prisoners ;  they  had  incited  the  Indians  to  take  up  arms 
and  rebel  against  authority,  a  condition  of  afEurs  which  must  lead  to  murders, 
massacres  and  the  most  frightful  atrocities ;  they  had  cut  the  telegraph  wires  and  cut 
down  the  telegraph  poles,  and  stopped  all  mail  and  other  communication  and  traffio; 
had  committed  highway  robbery,  seized  and  plundered  freighters  and  freight,  and 
had  fired  upon  and  driven  into  the  fort  I  was  commanding,  my  patrols  ;  they  had 
denounced  and  repudiated  the  authority  of  the  Queen,  and  had  plunged  the  coontry 
into  a  state  of  war,  terror  and  anarchy ;  they  had  paralyzed  all  trade  and  business, 
and  the  legitimate  and  peaceful  occupations  and  callings  of  the  people. 

Biel,  tJie  leader  of  the  rebels,  had  sent  word  to  me,  demanding  the  unconditional 
surrender  of  Carlton,  and  on  my  failing  to  comply  with  his  request,  the  alterDative 
was  to  be,  he  said,  '*  a  war  of  extermination."  U  pon  one  occasion  he  sent  word  that 
he  wished  to  see  me,  in  order  to  negotiate.  I  replied  that  I  would  meet  him  at  a 
eertain  place  named,  half  way  between  Duck  LaKe  and  Oarltoo,  and  that  I  would 

S  without  an  escort,  and  promised  that  he  might  have  a  chance  of  saying  whatever 
wished ;  and  fhrther,  that  upon  that  occasion  I  would  not  arrest  him.  I  said  to 
the  messenger :  *'  Give  the  man  my  word  of  honor  that  I  will  not  arrest  him  this 
time."  He  replied  that  he  would  not  meet  me,  but  would  send  emissaries.  I  there- 
fore, instead  of  going  myself,  sent  two  gentlemen  to  represent  me.  They  were  told, 
on  meeting  Biel's  men,  that  they  had  nothing  more  to  say  than  that  Fort  Carlton 
must  be  surendered  unconditionally.  The  gentlemen  I  sent  out  were  Captain  Moore 
and  Captain  Thomas  McKay,  of  Prince  AlMrt  I  had  told  them  to  tell  Riel's  men 
that  the  gravest  oflences  had  been  committed  against  the  law,  and  that  the  leaders^ 
and  instigators  of  the  rebellion  would  have  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  authorities,  to 
he  dealt  with  according  to  law  ;  and  as  to  the  others,  I  said,  tell  them  that  I  think 
many  have  been  led  astray  or  forced  into  rebellion.  I  believed  that  they  would  bo 
jMrdoned  at  any  rate,  that  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  get  for  them  an  amnesty. 
Throngh  these  gentlemen  I  advised  the  rebels  to  disperse,  lay  down  their  armn  and 
go  to  Uieir  homes.  Upon  another  occasion  Captain  Thomas  McKay,  a  gentleman 
well  known  to  the  French  half-breeds,  had  gone  to  their  headquarters  at  Batoche,. 
and  then  entreated  them  to  go  to  their  homes,  and  used  every  conceivable  argament 
to  induce  them  to  see  how  foolibhly  they  ^ere  acting.  I  published  also,  written  and 
printed  notices  in  French  and  English,  offering  any  and  all  those  who  had  been  forced 
mto  rebellion,  or  were  held  against  their  will,  protection,  on  presenting  themselves  to- 
the  officers  commanding  at  Carlton  or  Prince  Albert ;  but  all  this  was  of  no  avaiL 
Biel  said,  among  other  violent  utterances,  to  one  of  the  messengers  I  had  sent  out  to 
try  and  induce  the  rebels  to  go  to  their  homes :  "  We  want  blood  I  blood !  If  Carlton 
is  not  surrendered  it  will  be  a  war  of  extermination^  I  must  have  an  answer  by  12 
o'clock  or  we  will  attack  and  take  the  fort'' 

Such  Tvas  the  condition  of  affairs  when,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  March  last^ 
Sergeant  Stewart's  party  was  prevented  from  going  on  to  Duck  Lake  (to  get  the 
stores  which  I  desired  to  fetch  from  Mitchell's  store)  by  an  airmed  party  of  rebels. 
Their  number  was  reported  to  me  as  being  about  100.  From  the  latest  information 
brought  in  by  my  scouts  I  believed  the  rebel  headquarters  and  main  body  of 
insurgents  were  at  Batoche's,  on  the  south  ude  of  the  riveri  and  therefore  1  was  led 
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to  believe  that  the  party  north  of  Daok  Ijake  was  bat  a  detaohmeDt  from  the  main 
body  engaged  in  a  marauding  expedition,  and  I  considered  that  with  the  100  men  I 
had  with  me  I  would  be  able  to  overcome  their  resistance,  if  any,  and  get  the  stores 
In  spite  of  them.  I  also  took  with  me  the  f-pr.  gan  in  charge  of  Jiir.  How« 
^who  was  wounded  in  the  subsequent  engagement^.  It  was  not  untU  after 
the  action  had  been  in  progress  for  some  time  that  I  discovered  that  the  num- 
bers of  rebels  opposed  to  me  was  greatly  in  excess  of  what  I  had  been  informed 
were  within  striKing  distance  of  me.  I  found  then  that  I  was  outnumbered  at  every 
point,  and  in  imminent  danger  of  being  surrounded.  The  snow  was,  as  I  have  before 
reported,  very  deep  and  badly  crusted,  and  my  men  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
moving  about  at  all.  The  deep  snow  also  badly  interfered  with  tiie  use  of  the  7-pr« 
gun  in  action.  Four  shots,  at  leatit,  were  fired  from  the  gun— two  shrapnel,  one 
case  and  one  common  shell. 

When  I  found  that  the  enemy  were  more  numerous  by  far  than  we  were,  that 
they  were  ambushed  almost  all  round  me,  and  had  every  advantage  of  ground  and 
oover  on  their  side,  while  we  had  every  disadvantage  of  position  to  oontend  against, 
I  deemed  it  prudent  to  abandon  my  attempt  to  push  on  to  Duck  Lake,  and  to  with* 
draw  my  force  from  the  action,  which  was  done,  as  before  reported,  in  perfect  order 
by  the  men  under  my  command.  Five  of  my  horses  having  been  killed  or  disabled 
by  gun  shot  wounds,  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  two  of  my  sleighs  and  one  jumper,  in 
which  there  were  a  tew  rounds  of  ammunition  for  tbe  7-pr.  gun,  and  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels.  The  rest  of  my  command— norses,  sleighs  and  all  the 
wounded — ^as  was  reported  to  me,  were  brought  safely  off  the  field.  Such  of  the  dead 
as  I  could  gather  I  also  broaght  with  me.  Most  of  the  killed,  however,  were  off  to 
the  extreme  right,  in  situations  most  exposed  to  the  rebel  fire  from  shelter,  and  could 
not  have  been  collected  without  incurring  the  gravest  risk  of  putting  my  entire 
eommand  into  the  greatest  poemble  jeopardy,  with  an  absolute  certainty  oi  losing 
many  more  lives  from  the  terrible  and  continuous  fire  from  the  enemy  ambushed  on 
the  right.  Three  different  times  I  gave  the  order  to  put  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  sleighs  and  I  held  the  column  until  it  was  reported  to  me  that  all  were  on ;  bat 
even  to  have  endeavored  to  get  the  bodies  from  the  extreme  riffht  woald  have  been^ 
in  the  situation  we  ware  in,  impof>sible.  Beside^,  if  I  had  delayed  leaving  the  field  bat 
a  few  minutes  my  party  would  have  met  total  destruction.  J^ference  to  the  diagram 
attached  will  show  the  position  of  the  rebel  forces,  the  trap  in  which  we  were,  and 
ftom  which  they  intended  we  should  never  escape.  I  contend  that  no  man  desiroaa 
of  taking  action  necessary  to  the  performance  of  bis  duty  could  have  foreseen,  or 
escaped  under  the  cit  cumstances,  getting  into  the  affair  on  the  26th  March,  as  I  did, 
and  having  got  into  it,  oar  getting  out  was  most  fortunate.  Had  the  rebel  plan 
succeeded  and  a  few  minutes  more  woald  have  made  it  successful — there  would  not 
have  been  one  of  utt  left.  With  our  gan  in  their  possession,  and  flashed  with  vicu>ry, 
and  following  it  up,  Oarlton  must  have  fallen,  and  if  Colonel  Irvine's  party,  then 
coming  through  a  difficult  country,  had  suffered  a  reverse,  it  would  have  exposed  the 
whole  of  tho  eastern  part  of  the  territOTy  to  the  rebel  attack  and  occupation,  which 
would  have  been  most  probable,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  men  of 
Prince  Albert  were  with  Colonel  Irvine  and  myself  at  Carlton. 

I  have  btated  already  that  I  was  going  out  for  provisions  and  ammunition,  not 
expecting  or  intending  to  meet  the  rebels  in  fall  force.  The  force  with  me  was 
.  ample  for  what  I  intended  it.  Had  I  delayed,  I  considered  I  woald  have'  no  ohanee 
to  secure  what  I  wanted,  but  with  prompt  action  I  certainly  expecte  1  to  buoeeed. 
Thererore,  I  acted  promptly.  Ithonght  at  the  time  and  still  think  that  thenecnring  of 
the  provisions  and  ainmaniiion  at  that  stage  of  the  rebellion  was  a  matter  of  the  very 
greatest  importance,  for  thongh  the  rebels  had  already  secured  a  large  quantity  A 
supplies  ^y  plunder,  they  mast,  from  their  numbers,  and  what  they  had  given  to  the 
IndiauR,  in  endeavoriifg  ti  secure  and  retain  their  allegiance,  have  greatly  reduced 
their  store.  Again,  I  argued  if  the  Indians  see  that  a  party  of  half-breeds  oan 
oontemptuoasly  drive  back  and  prevent  officers  of  the  Government  from  doing 
their  duty,  thus  defiantly  aeizing  property  with  impunity,  they  would  be^able  to  gain 
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tbe  Arm  allegiaooeof  the  wavering  Indian' tribes  by  what  is  stronger  to  them  than  anj 
signment — ^namely,  giving  them  plenty  to  eat. 

A  per6<Hi  understanding  the  natnre  of  Indians  as  well  as  yoa  do,  and  the  sitaati<Hi 
iB  it  was  on  the  26th  March  last,  will  readily  understand  what  a  gain  to  na  it  would 
be,  and  how  the  prestige  of  the  rebel  half>breeds  wonld  have  suffered  and  oura 
gained,  among  the  Indians,  had  I  suooeeded  in  carrying  out  the  object  of  mv  ezp^ 
cmojif  more  especially  after  we  had  made  an  attempt  and  being  unsuccessfhl  in  the 
morning;  and  farther,  you  will  see  that  had  I  waited  for  you  the  chance  and  time  in 
which  it  would  be  possible  to  get  the  stores  would  have  passed ;  therefore,  a  day  or 
even  a  few  hours  was  of  vital  importance.  But  withall,  had  I  known  or  even  sus- 
pected that  the  rebels  were  in  fbll  force,  or  had  I*expected  that  I  should  be  attacked 
ty  them  as  I  was,  I  certaintly  would  not  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand.  With  the 
number  of  available  men  at  my  disposal  the  risk  would  have  been  too  great— even  to 
secure  tbe  great  advantage  that  would  in  all  probability,  have  been  a  consequence  of 
the  securing  the  provisions  and  ammunition. 

My  former  Reports  show  how  1  met  the  rebels.  I  admit  I  was  deceived  as  to 
their  strength.  Wlien  I  left  Carlton  I  considered  1  would  probably  meet,  if  they 
did  not  run  away,  not  to  exceed  100  of  them.  From  the  numbers  I  first  saw  in 
the  field  I  was  justified  in  thinking  that  there  were  no  more  than  that  number. 

The  Prince  Albert  volunteers  lost  more  heavilv  than  the  police,  because  several  * 
of  them  happened  to  be  extended  on  the  right  of  our  line,  where  ^hey  were  more 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  in  ambush  and  in  houses.    When  I  felt  the  fire 

Kiring  in  on  us  from  that  quarter,  I  said  to  Mr.  Howe,  commanding  the  gun 
tachment :  **  Shell  those  fellows,"  pointing  in  the  direction  from  which  the  fire 
was  coming.  He  replied :  "  Our  own  men  are  extended  there,  and  I  may  fire  into 
them.'*  I  then  faid,  pointing  to  the  coulde  opposite  our  left  front,  from  whence  i^ 
very  heavy  fire  wao  coming  on  us  :  '*  Throw  a  shell  over  there,"  which  was  done* 
The  gun  did  good  service,  and  no  men  could  have  worked  better  than  tbe  gunners 
did  that  day,  under  conditions  that  would  have  tried  soldiers,  no  matter  how  well 
disciplined.  I  did  not  know,  when  the  line  extended,  that  there  was  a  house  on  our 
right,  and  that  the  enemy  were  ambushed  about  it  in  large  nnmberi,  so  that  I  did 
not  purposely  expose  one  part  of  the  line  to  fire  mure  than  another.  The  sleighs  I 
threw  out  for  no  other  purpose  than  for  cover,  and  they  were  taken  advantage  of 
as  such  by  tbe  volunteers  and  police  indiBcriminately ;  and  if  unkind  and  unfeeling 
remarks  have  been  made,  it  was  not  by  anv  of  those  who  fought  so  gidlantly 
together,  and  received,  without  flinching,  as  hot  a  fire  as  men  ever  were  exposed  to. 
The  strongest  feeling  of  friendship  exists  between  the  Prince  Albert  volunteers  and 
the  Mounted  Police,  because  all  who  were  present  on  that  day  know  that  no  man 
shirked  from  his  duty,  or  from  danger,  but  that  each  unflinchingly  and  bravely 
took  his  chances  and  did  his  work. 

Though  unsuccessful  in  getting  possession  of  the  stores  I  strove  to  bring  in,  and 
enforcing  the  rebels  to  withdraw,  I  considered  that  one  consequence  of  my  action 
was  to  force  the  rebels  to  give  up,  for  the  time,  the  attack  on  Fort  Carlton,  which 
they  had  mediated  and  would  otherwise  have  made  on  the  night  of  the  26th  March, 
and  prevented  the  bloodshed  which  must  have  occurred  there,  and  the  by  no  means 
impossible  disaster  to  our  arms,  which,  owing  to  the  position  of  the  foit,  might 
have  occurred  there. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  I  was  not  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  rebels  were 
in  force  at  Duck  Lake  at  the  time  I  engaged  with  them,  but  my  scouts  did  not 
levn  that  snch  was  the  case  in  time  to  apprise  me  of  it.  The  movement  of  the 
main  body  of  the  rebels  to  Duck  Lake  was  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  was,  so  fkr, 
a  surprise  to  me. 

Sefore  concluding  this  supplementair  report,  I  may  repeat  that  it  was  the 
rebels  who  attacked  me  and  began  the  action.  TFhey  had  their  dispositions  most 
skillfully  made,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  outting  off  my  command,  which  they  would 
have  done  but  for  the  steady  valor  and  good  disoipfine  of  the  men  under  me,  on. 
whidh  I  jnatly  relied  befSore  setting  out  on  the  26th  March  last 
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I  attaoh  a  rough  sketch  of  the  ground  upon  ^hioh  the  aotion  at  Daok  Lake ' 
fought.  It  will  ^ve  a  fairly  good  idea  of  the  dispoBition  of  the  opposiog  forces  on 
the  26th  March  last,  and  show  their  nombers  to  nave  been  between  300  and  400 
fighting  men* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  N.  P.  CBOZIBB, 

lit-OoL  laviwi,  Amstant  GammmiaMr,  N.  W.M.P. 

Commissioner,  N.W.M.P.,  Prince  Albert 

Forwarded, 

A.  G-  lEVINB, 

Oomimimimar. 


Canada. 
Ubrth'We$t  Territoriet, 
To  Wit: 


•1 


I,  Harold  D.  Boss,  of  the  town  of  Prince  Albert,  in  the  Saskatchewan  district^  in 
the  North- West  Territories  of  Canada,  Deputy  Sheriff,  do  solemly  declare  : 

1.  I  was  a  prisoner  in  the  cnstody  of  Biel  and  the  rebels  on  the  twenty*sixth 
day  of  March  last  past,  and  personally  visited  the  scene  of  the  battle  on  Saturday,  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  March  past    The  said  Biel,  the  leader  of  the  rebels^  was  then 

•with  me  on  said  battlefield. 

2.  I  have  examined  the  plan  and  perused  the  statement  hereunto  annexed,  and 
marked  '*  A,"  made  by  John  Astley,  who  was  a  fellow  prisoner  with  me  on  both  the 
above  mentioned  dates,  and  I  solemnly  declare  that  the  same  are  exact,  and  in  strict 
accordance  with  what  I  saw  and  observed  myself. 

3.  And  I  farther  declare  that  I  counted  the  number  of  men  going  out  to  take 

Ert  in  the  said  battle,  and  that  there  were  over  three  hundred  half-breeds  and 
dians  engaged  in  the  said  battle. 
And  I  nukke  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
tme,  and  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign,  entitled :  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of  Yoluntary  and  Extrajudicial  Oath& 

HABOLD  B,BOS& 
J>eclared  before  me  at  Prince  Albert,  in  the  North-  '\ 
West  Territories  of  Canada,  this  twenty-eighth  >• 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1885.  ) 

Stxphxn  Brewstsb, 

Notary  JPublie. 


'] 


Canada. 

Mrth-West  Territmes, 

To  Wit  : 

I,  John  B.  Lash,  of  the  town  of  Prince  Albert,  in  the  district  of  Saskatchewan^ 
in  the  North- West  Territories  of  Canada,  Indian  Agent  for  the  Carlton  district^  do 
solemnly  declare : 

1.  I  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  under  Louis  Biel,  at  Duck  Lake 
on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March  last  past 

2.  I  have  examinea  the  sketch  map  or  plan  prepared  by  John  W.  Astley,  refer- 
red to  in  his  declaration  of  this  date  and  made  before  Stephen  Brewster,  Notary 
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Public,  and  from  mv  knowledge  of  the  looalityi  both  previooaly  and  from  aotaal 
ohser^atioD  siaoe,  I  declare  that  said  plan  aocorately  bIiowb  details  of  the  localiW. 

3.  I  Baw.the  rebels  going  to  and  returning  from  the  engagement  at  Back  Jmb 
<m  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March  lastpast^  and  I  say  that  the  namber  returning 
^tcm  the  fight  was  between  three  and  four  hundred  rebels — half-breeds  and  Indians. 
i)l^.AndImakethis  solemn  deolaration,  consdentioaBly  believing  the  same  to  be 
trae,  and  by  yirtne  of  an  Act  passed  in  ihe  thirtg^-seventh  vear  of  Her  Majes^B 
wgOf  entiued :  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of  Yoluntary  and  Bxtrajudicial  oatki. 

J.  B.  LASH. 

Pedared  before  me  at  Prince  Albert,  in  the  District ") 
of  Saskatchewan,  this  twenty-eigth  day  of  V 
May,  AJ>.  1885.  ) 

SnPHlM  B&IWSTBR, 

Notary  PubU$. 


Gahaba, 
JHforik-Wett  Terriicfiu^ 
To  Wit: 


ieiA 


I,  John  W.  Astley,  of  the  town  of  Prince  Albert,  in  the  district  of  Saskatchewftn, 
in  the  Noith-West  Territories  of  Canada,  Civil  Bnginoer,  do  solemnly  declare : 

1.  That  I  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  under  Louis  Biel,  at  Dock 
Lake,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  March  last  past. 

1  That  the  sketch|  map  or  plan  hereto  annexed  and  nuurked  ''  A  "  is  accurately 
drawn  from  mv  own  personal  observation  of  the  locality  where  the  fight  took  plaee, 
and  tmlv  exhibits  the  features  of  the  locality. 

3.  Of  my  own  knowled^  I  decUure  that  there  were  between  three  and  four 
hundred  hali-breeds  and  Indians  engaged  in  the  fight  at  Duck  Lake,  on  the  said 
twenty-sixth  day  of  March  last  past 

i^  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
trne^  and  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign  and  entitled :  An  Act  for  the  supreseion  of  Yoluntary  and  Bxtrajudicial  oaths. 

JNO^W.ASTLBY. 

I>edared  before  me  at  Prince  Albert,^ 
in  the  District  of  Saskatchewan,  this  > 
twenty-righth  day  of  May,  AJ).  1886.  ) 

SnPHSN  BuwsnB, 

Notary  FubUe. 
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PBIHOB  ALBBBT  TOLUimiBR  OOMPAHT 

Sbtubn  showing  Men  who  were  in  the  BD^agement  at  Daok  Lake,  26ih  lCaroh». 

1885. 


Ko. 


Bank  aad  Name. 


Bamarki. 


1 
a 

8 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
f 
10 
11 
12 
18 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
If 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 
26 
26 
27 
28 
29 
80 
81 
82 
88 
84 
86 
86 
87 
88 
88 
40 
41 
42 
48 


•  •••••  •••••••••  •••••••••  •! 


Barn8|  Kobert.   ••• 

Byrne,  Oharlee ^, 

Drain,  William ».. 

Daok,  Geo 

Blliott,  SkefFOonnor.. 

Fieher,  Alexander.. 

Flett.  James .......< 

Hamilton,  Oharles 

Markley,  Arthur  W.  R. 

McGinn,  Richard 

McKenzie,  DanieU...... 

McPhail,  Daniel......... 

Nelson,  Qeprge. 

Nelson,  Henry.  .^...... 

Newett,  Oharles  -.... .. 

Sutherland,  Oeorse. 
Tait,  WilUam. 


)  *•••••  .«..••  ••« 


Oapt.  Moore,  H.  Stewart  <......»• m»—»- 

do    Morton,  John. 
Sergt.  Powers,  Thomas. 

do    Oampbell,  Thos.  Nelswi. ^, 

do    Wilson,  Jnstns .^-..^ 

do    McNab,  Alex ^.••...M. ....—« 

Corp.  Ramsay,  W.  0.  , 

do    Dixon,  W.   ....... 

do    Napier,  William 
Prte.  Anderson,  Joseph ...., 

do    Bakie,  James 

do    Brown,  James. 

do    ~ 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


••••.•  ....•.•.• M 


Wounded. 
KiUed. 


Wounded. 


Killed, 
do 
do 


i...» . •••...•< 


......  ........•••.•••.•...•  ......•••.•.•••  ..•••••••« 


Kelly,  Henry 

Laurie,  William.   .... 

Thibanlt,M.   ^. 

Wymerskirch,  John. 

Paul,  John 

Middleton,  Robert... 
Ste  wartAlexander . 
Barker,  William.  .... 
McKay,  Donald. 
Haslam,  William....... 

Gireen,  Oharles 

Olarke,  Lawrenee.  .. 

McKay,  Thomaa. 

MitcheU,  HiUyard.  ... 


••  *....•  «....•«.• .« 


•  —•••——  —•»•  • 


.......a... 


.......a*  •»—»»>#.< 


>•••«••..«.•.••....•    ••#•••( 


do 
do 


Wooadtd. 

KUled. 
do 


Wouided. 


railed. 
Wounded. 
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loflT  of  Officers,  Noii-Commisaioned  Offioera  and  Men  of  "  D  **  Diyifiion,  NorUnWest 
KonQted  Police,  present  at  the  Engaffement  at  Dock  Lake,  on  Thoradav.  S6th 
March,  1886.  . 


649 
818 
7T3 
400 
701 
847 
184 
467 
621 
688 
616 
887 
611 
648 

1,884 
686 

1,062 
860 
454 
673 

1,117 
463 
683 

1,088 
861 

1,076 

1,078 

1,016 
771 

1,046 
836 

1,009 
487 
883 
436 
485 
130 
430 

1,103 
854 

1,004 
763 
764 
686 

1,081 
788 
816 

1,048 

1,087 

1,066 

863 

1,003 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


I  •••  ••••••  ••••••  •••••• 


Snpt.  Orozier,  L.  N.  F 

Surgeon  Miller,  R 

Insp.  Howe,  J 

Seiji^-Major  Dtam,  F.  O. 

Sergt  Brooks,  W.  A^.^^ 

do    Smart,  W.  0......... 

do    Stewart,  A , 

do    Pringle,  J.  0^,.*^,. 
Oorp.  DaTidaon,  H.  J.  H, 

do    OhtMit,0^ 

do    Fowler,  F«.....^... 

do    Oolliiu,  J - 

do    GUchriBk  J.  H 

Oonst  Carter,  R 

do    Cochrane,  J^.^...< 

do    Craigie,  J.  C 

do    Cole,  A  ........  ...... 

do   Dee  Barre^  H 

do    Dowfller,  K..m..  ^... 

do    Bdwards,  J 

do    Fleming,  J.  0....... 

do   F<mtaine,  L 

do    Qarton,  w.. 

do    Gordon,  8.  F^ , 

do    Qribble,  P.  J.... 

Halbhonf.  W..... 

Hammona,  H.  B...... 

Hoyland,  J.  H 

Hetherington,  H.  A. 

JaekeoOfW...... ..;... 

Jamieson,  R.  W...... 

Lnnnin,  W... 

Mannera-Smith,  W.  A......... 

do    Miller,  A ....• 

do    Moantaio,  A.  O 

Montgomerr,  A.  B.  O. 

Morrow,  W. 

MLJUUtJy   JL... •.«... ........ 

McDonald,  4........ 

McMillan,  A 

uu  Mcpherson,  D.  H. 

do    Nnnn,  W.  C 

do    Perkins,  W 

do  Redmond,  J.  J.... 

do  Rnmmerfield,  J..., 

do  Scott,  Dm.......m.i 

do    Htreet,  J 

do   Todd,  B.  W 

do  WortniDgton,  J.., 

do  Woodman,  A.  H. 

do    Wood,  J.  J 

do    Smith,  W 

do    Arnold,  O.  P 


do    Garrett,  0.  K.. 
do    Gibson,  T.  J... 


———*•»* 


I*  ......  ......... 


I....*  ......  M.... 


..................  .4 


>.••......•..«... 


M.M. ..........* 


80 
81 
33 
38 
34 
36 
86 
37 
38 
80 
81 
83 
88 
84 
86 
86 
87 
88 
88 
40 
41 
43 
48 
44 
46 
46 
47 
48 
48 
60 
61 

63 

63 


Wonnd8i« 
do 


de 


do 


do 
do 


Wounded.    DiaA 
Maroh37,1886. 
BUM. 


&I-4 


L.  F.  N.  OBOZIBB^ 

SigwrinUndrnt. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


SBPOBT  OF  SUPBBINTBNDBNT  HBROHMBR,   NOBTH-WBST  MOUNTED 

POLIOB. 


Calqaet,  27th  Jaly,  1886. 


Iii6at.-GoL  A.  G.  Ibtinx, 

Oommissioner  North- West  ICoanted  Police. 


Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  an  order  contained  in  a 
telegram  from  the  adjutant,  dated  :23rd  March  last,  I  left  Calgary  for  Ilegina  on  the 
24th  with  thirty  non-commissioned  ofKcers  and  men,  twenty-foor  horses  and  four 
waggons.  On  my  way  down  one  sergeant  and  four  constables,  with  one  horsa 
from  '*  A  "  division,  and  two  constables  of  **  D  "  division,  joined  my  command. 

On  my  arrival  at  Begina  I  received  a  telegram,  directing  me  to  proceed  with 
Superintendent  Neaie,  seven  men  of  **  B "  division  and  one  7-pr.  gnn,  to  Fort 
^a:Appelle.  I  therefore  proceeded  to  Qa'Appelle  by  rail,  and  on  arrival  at  that  place 
met  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  requested  me  to  return  to  Begina  until 
Major-General  Middleton  reached  Qu'Appelle. 

On  the  27th  March  I  returned  to  Qu  Appeile  with  Mr.  Dewdney,  and  then  met 
Major-G^eneral  fiiiddleton,  who  ordered  me  to  join  him. with  all  available  men  and  two 
7*pr.  guns  at  Fort  Qu'Appelle. 

On  the  29th  March  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  General  to  at  once  proceed 
to  Battleford  vid  Swift  Current,  and  loft  by  rail  at  2:30  p.m.  on  the  30th,  arriving  at 
Swift  Current  at  10  p.m.  I  found  that  the  river  at  Saskatchewan  was  impassable,  the 
ice  having  given  way  on  each  side,  leaving  a  ridge  in  the  centre,  over  which  it  was 
impossiblie  to  convey  the  horses  or  waggons.  I  at  once  communicated  this  fact  to  the 
General. 

While  waiting  instructions  I  ascertained  that  the  steamer  '<  Northcote  "  wae 
being  prepared  at  Medicine  Hat  to  come  down  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing troops  to  the  north,  and  that  this  vessel,  together  with  three  others,  was  ia 
some  danger  from  a  large  party  of  Crees,  reported  to  be  camped  close  to  Medicine 
Hat.  I  at  once  advised  the  General,  and  suggested  that  I  should  take  my  command 
on  at  once  to  Medicine  Hat  and  protect  the  steamer  down  the  river.  General 
Middleton  wired  me  to  do  exactly  as  I  proposed. 

Leaving  Swift  CurreAt  at  2  a.m.,  on  the  31st,  I  arrived  at  Medicine  Hat  at  9  a.miy 
and  camped  near  the  steamer,  the  Indians,  who  were  on  the  north  bank,  hastily 
decamping  as  we  unloaded. 

Captain  Sheet,  of  the  *' Northcote  ",  having  requested  assistance  in  getting  the 
steamer  into  the  water,  I  placed  all  my  teams  and  thirty-five  men  at  his  disposal, 
from  the  1st  to  the  3rd  ApnL 

At  8  a.m.  on  the  4th  I  received  a  telegram  fh>m  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  that  a  lot  of  armed  and  mounted  Indians  had  arrived  at  Swift  Current,  and 
suggesting  that  I  move  back  at  once ;  and  receiving  an  order  to  that  effect  from  the 
General,  I  returned  to  that  place,  leaving  Medicine  JSat  by  special  train  at  8:30  p.m., 
acriving  at  Swift  Current  at  IkM  a.m.  on  the  6th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  Constable  Storer,  accompanied  by  James  Bird,  a 
half-breed,  arrived  from  Battleford  with  a  letter  from  Inspector  Morris,  which  1 
attach  hereto  (Bndosure  No.  1).  From  Constable  Storer  I  ascertained  that  although 
there  were  600  persons  within  the  barracks  at  Battleford  they  had  provisions  for 
three  months. 
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In  accordance  with  the  General's  instmctions,  I  was  now  patrolling  between  the 
railway  station  aod  the  river,  keeping  a  party  at  the  river  to  protect  uie  ferry. 

On  the  12th  instant  LienU-Colonel  Otter  arrived,  and  I  was  informed  that  the 
police  were  to  join  the  column  under  bis  command!,  and  that  it  was  the  €ienenii*s 
wish  that  he  should  consult  with  me  on  all  points.  OoIodcI  Otter  appointed  me 
chief  of  his  staft  I  therefore  handed  over  the  command  of  the  police  toBuperinten- 
dent  Neale,  who,  at  1  p.  m.,  moved  out  to  the  South  Saskatchewan,  with  orders  to 
camp  there  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  and  patrol  both  sides  of  the  river. 

1  reached  the  river  with  the  remainder  of  toe  column  on  the  14th.    I  crossed  on 
'  the  16th,  and  started  for  Battleford  at  noon  on  the  18th. 

The  police  acted  throughout  the  march  to  Battleford  as  an  advanced  ffuard  for 
the  column,  and  worked  so  admirably  that  they  were  universally  praised  by  the 
officers  of  the  brigade. 

About  4  p.m.  on  the  22nd  five  civilian  scouts,  who  had  been  ordered  to  feel  the 
woods  to  our  Iront,  were  fired  on  by  a  small  party  of  Indians,  who  appeared  to  be 
making  in  the  direction  of  Clark's  Crossing*  Being  re-inforoed  by  two  or  three  of 
the  advance  guard,  a  cart  containing  some  worthless  articles  was  captured,  but  the 
Indians  succeeded  in  making  their  tecape. 

On  the  23rd  we  arrived  at  the  Stony  reserve,  where  Superintendent  Neale  endea- 
voured to  find  the  body  of  Farm  Instructor  Payne,  stated  to  have  been  murdered, 
font  without  success.  Superintendent  Neale,  however,  found  in  the  storehouse  101 
bags  of  flour  and  600  pounds  of  bacon,  which  he  brooght  away  and  handed  over  to 
the  brigade  quartermaster.  We  camped  three  miles  south  of  Battleford  at  6  p.m^ 
and  shortly  afterwards  a  house,  lately  occupied  by  Ifr.  fionleau,  S.H.,  was  found  to 
be  on  fire.  The  civilian  scouts  were  sent  forward  under  Constable  C.  Boss,  with 
orders  to  creep  cautiously  through  the  bush,  and  endeavor  to  acertain  how  many,  if 
any,  Indians  were  in  the  vicinity  of  the  burning  house ;  and  shots  being  heard  shortly 
aftewards,  I  obtained  permission  to  go  down  with  Superintendent  Neale  and  thirty 
of  the  polioe,  and  scour  the  valley.  Major  Short,  *'  B"  Battery,  RCJl.,  and  Dr.  Leslie, 
<rf  the  Queen's  Own  Bifles,  volunteering  to  accompany  us.  Bxtending  a  party  in 
skirmishing  order,  we  moved  right  through  the  settlement  on  the  south  6iide  of  the 
river,  and  although  every  place  was  thoroughly  searched,  not  an  Indian  could  be 
seen.  ConBtable  Boss,  in  the  meantime,  had  returned  to  camp,  reporting  that  he  had 
been  fired  on  from  the  bush,  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Scott's  house,  and  that  he  felt  sure  ho 
had  wounded  an  Indian,  who  was  afterwards  found  buried  on  the  reserve,  having 
been  shot  through  the  body. 

Of  the  houses  in  the  old  settlement,  Messrs.  Mahafiy  and  Clinkskill's,  the  Hudson 
Bay  store  and  Mr.  Bouleau's  house,  were  found  to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  while 
every  house  had  been  raided  and  such  articles  as  were  not  deemed  valuable  by  the 
Indians  wantonly  destroyed,  while  to  the  west  nearly  every  farm  hoase  had  been 
bomt  apd  the  farm, implements  broken  to  jpieces. 

On  the  24th  we  camped  in  front  of  Old  Gk>vernment  House  remaining  there 
until  the  29th,  the  police  and  scouts  attached  thereto  patrolling  the  countrv  in 
eveiy  direction,  atid  making  several  trips  to  the  Stony  reserve,  escorting  Farm 
Instructor  Applegarth,  who  was  endeavoring  to  reclaim  as  much  Government 
property  as  possible. 

On  arrival  at  Battleford  I  found  Inspector  Morris  still  in  command,  although 
Inspector  Dickens,  who  had  recently  arrived  from  Pitt,  was  the  senior.  I  ordered 
Inspector  Dickens  to  assume  command.  I  presume  both  these  officers  have  furnished 
you  with  a  report^  I  having  conveyed  your  telegraphic  instructions  to  them. 

On  the  27th  I  reinfoi^ed  my  command  by  thirty-one  non-commissioned  offioera 
and  men  and  twenty  horses  from  ''  D  "  division.  This  was  done  with  a  view  of  having 
a  troop  of  fifty  mounted  men.  It  was  also  necessary  to  purchase  in  Battleford 
thirteen  horses,  which  has  already  been  reported.  The  same  day  Sergeant  Ward,  who 
was  in  chaive  of  police  patrol,  discovered  the  body  of  the  late  Farm  Instructor  Payna^ 
and  had  it  buried. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  30th  a  half-breed  named  Denison  was  brought  into  camp 
by  Haior  Short,  <<  B  "  Batterj  R  C.  A.  Denison  stated  that  he  had  that  morning 
escaped  from  Ponndmaker's  camp.  He  also  stated  that  abont  twenty  families  of  hali^ 
breeds  had  been  captared  by  Ponndnuiker  at  the  ^'Bresaylor  *'  settlement,  and  were 
held  as  jMsoners. 

On  1st  May  Colonel  Otter  decided  to  proceed  to  Ponndmaker's  reserre,  and  » 
flying  colnmn  consisting  of — 

76  North-West  If  onnted  Police Superintendent  Neale, 

80  "  B  "  Battery,  B.CJl ") 

2  7-pr.  gnns {-Major  Short,  "B**  Battery,  ^ 

1  Gattlinggnn j 

46  ^'C"  Company.  LS.O , Lieutenant  Wadmore, 

20  Governor  General's  Foot  Guards Lieutenant  Gray, 

60  Queen's  Own  Bifles Captain  Brown, 

60  Battleford  Bifles Captain  Nash, 

was  organized,  and  left  Battleford  with  forty-eight  waggons  at  4:30  p.m.  About  9  ^jxl, 
halted  for  supper;  proceeded  again  about  11  p.m.  The  Mounted  Police  formeathe 
advance  guard,  and  were  in  this  position  when  we  reached  Cut  Knife  Hill,  about 
5  a.m.  on  the  2nd.  Our  scouts,  on  ascending  the  slope,  signalled  *'  Bnemy  in  sight,** 
and  closed  in.  Fire  was  almost  immediately  opened  on  us,  and  a  number  of  armed 
men  were  seen  comix  g  over  the  hill  and  descending  from  the  camp.  Before  return- 
ing the  &re  our  men  were  ordered  to  dismount  and  extend.  Our  dismounted  party  also 
oame  up  on  the  double  and  extended,  driving  the  Indians  over  the  hilL  The  guns^ 
mannea  by  **  B  "  Battery,  B.G.A.,  ffot  into  action  about  the  same  time.  Owing  to  a 
bad  creek  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  some  little  delay  was  caused  before  the  whole 
column  came  up.  Throughout  the  action,  which  lasted  seven  hours,  our  men  behaved 
admirably.  The  sense  orduty  shown  by  them,  in  always  keeping  themselves  so  well 
to  the  front,  and  occupying  the  most  forward  positions,  explains  our  loss. 

On  our  return  to  Battleford,  where  we  arrived  about  11  p.m.,  the  police  formed 
the  advance  and  rear  guards. 

As  to  the  engagement  at  Cut  Knife,  I  flnd  it  difficult  to  individualize  our  men, 
but  I  must  specially  mention,  as  deserving  of  recognition  for  their  bravery  and  dash, 
Begimental  No.  694,  Sergeant-Major  T.  Wattam ;  36,  Sergeant  J.  H.  Ward,  who  was 
wounded  early  in  the  engagement;  606,  Sergeant  G.  Macleod;  900,  Sergeant  L 
Bichards;  633,  Corporal  S.  M.  Blake;  932,  Constable  W.  H.  Boutledge;  i^62,  C6n- 
stable  Taylor;  886,  Constable  T.  McLeod,  of  «E"  division;  921,  Constable  I.  C. 
Harstone,  of  <'  A  "  Division ;  969,  Constable  B.  Bally ;  and  93 1,  Constable  W.  Gilpin, 
of ''B"  Division;  1,064,  Constable  C.  Boss;  835,  Constable  W.  C.  Swinton ;  77^, 
Constable  H.Storer;  76i,  Constable  B.  Butlodge ;  748,  Constable  C.Phillips;  983, 
Constable  W.  I.  Spencer,  and  Constable  G.  Hai  per,  of ''  D  "  Division. 

Of  course.  Superintendent  Neale  did  his  duty  thoroughly  and  well,  and  handled 
his  men  as  he  should  do.  X  am  certain  Colonel  Otter's  report  to  General  Middleton 
embraces  this  fact. 

Early  in  the  engagement,  and  the  flrst  man  to  fall,  Begimental  No.  566,  Corporal 
B.  B.  Sleigh,  shot  tbough  the  mouth;  then  shortly  after  Beo^mental  No.  907,  Cor- 
poral W.  M.  T.  Lowry,  mortally  wounded ;  Begimental  No.  36,  Sergeant  J.  H.  Ward, 
seriusly,  and  Begimental  No.  402,  Trumpeter  P.  Burke,  mortally  wounded.  Every 
attention  was  shown  them  by  Brigade  Surgeon  Strange,  and  the  ambulance  corps 
of  the  Queen's  Own  Bifles  being  always  ready  and  willing  to  assist. 

Sergeant  Ward,  Corporal  Lowry  and  Trumpeter  Burke  were  brought  into 
Battleford  and  placed  in  hospital.  Both  Lowry  and  Burke  died  the  next  day ;  Ward 
has  recovered,  and  is  now  convalescent  in  Winnipeg.  Our  dead  were  also  brought  in. 

Before  Roing  fhrther,  I  must  note  the  determined  attitudes  of  Sleigh,  Lowry 
and  Burke.  The  poor  fellows  deserved  a  better  fate,  and  are  one  and  all  a  great  loss  U> 
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Trampeter  Barke  has  left  a  wife  and  large  family,  who  were  entirely  dependent 
on  hiB  earnings.  On  the  4th  our  dead  were  boried  with  military  honors,  the  servioes 
Mng  performed  by  the  ministers  of  their  respective  ohnrohes. 

Oa  the  5th  we  moved  across  to  the  north  side  of  the  Battle  Biver,  and  Mniped 
near  the  barracks ;  and  from  time  to  time,  until  the  arrival  of  General  Middleton  on 
the  24th,  twenty  to  thirty  of  our  men  were  constantly  patrolling  the  country  on 
each  side  of  the  river. 

On  the  14th  one  of  our  osoal  patrols,  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Grordon,  was  suddenly 
attacked  by  an  armed  par^  of  half-breeds  and  Indians,  when  about  seven  miles  from. 
Battleford.  The  enemy,  about  thirty  in  number,  firing  into  them  at  short  range^ 
caused  our  horses  to  swerve  around,  when  a  large  party  of  Indians  were  observed 
approaching  over  a  hill  on  the  right,  apparently  with  the  intention  of  surrounding 
oar  men,  so  it  was  impossible  to  make  any  stand.  After  retiring  a  short  distance, 
CoDBtable  Spencer,  W.  !•,  reported  himself  wounded,  bat  stuck  to  his  horse  and  rode 
on,  and  from  a  horse  dashing  by  riderless  it  was  discovered  that  Constable  £lliott  was 
missing.  The  party  returned  to  Battleford  and  reported.  The  same  day,  and  about  th^ 
same  time,  a  number  of  teamsters  and  waggons  belonging  to  the  transport  were 
captured  close  by.  It  has  since  transpired  that  Constable  Blliott  was  merely  thrown, 
got  into  the  bush  and  lost  his  way,  and  when  again  discovered  by  the  Indians  fought 
to  the  last,  and  after  exhausting  his  ammunition  was  shot.  From  the  wounds,  he 
must  have  been  killed  outright,  one  being  through  the  spine  and  one  through  the 
back  of  the  head.  He  was  temporarily  buried  on  the  grouna  where  he  fell,  by  a  Homan 
Catholic  priest,  who  was  a  prisoner  with  the  Indians.  The  next  day  a  party  went 
out  under  Sergeant-Major  Wattam,  and  discovered  the  body,  but  from  the  nature  of 
the  wounds,  and  having  no  conveyance,  it  was  impossible  to  bring  it  in.  This  was 
done  the  next  day,  and  the  day  following  he  was  buried  with  military  honors. 

On  the  20th  a  priest,  accompanied  by  the  captured  teamsters,  arrived  with  a 
letter  from  Poundmaker,  asking  for  terms.  Colonel  Otter,  however,  refused  to  treat 
with  him,  and  referred  him  to  the  General,    Who  was  known  to  be  on  the  way  up. 

General  Middleton  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  24th.  Poundmaker  surrendered 
at  noon  the  next  day,  handing  over  215  staled  of  arms. 

On  the  26th  the  Comptroller  having  requested  that  Superintendent  Neale  be 
returned  to  Begina  as  soon  as  possible,  that  officer  left  for  Swift  Current,  carrying 
deqMtches  from  the  General. 

On  the  30th  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Fort  Pitt,  taking  with  me  fifty  mounted 
men.  At  the  same  lime  Boulton's  scouts  and  Denison's  Intelligence  corps  received  the 
rooiC.  I  was  placed  in  command  of  this  column.  We  left  for  Fort  Pitt  on  the  Hist 
with  li|^ht  Kits,  expecting  to  return  to  Battleford  in  seven  days  at  the  outside.  From 
Fori  Pitt  we  went  on  under  General  Middleton  to  Loon  Lake.  Between  Pitt  and  Loon 
Lake  we  found  Inspector  Steele  and  his  command,  and  at  his  request  he  was  ordered 
to  joiD  our  column,  but  was  relieved  on  our  again  coming  up  with  General  Strange 
at  the  Beaver  Biver.  From  Loon  Lake  we  returned  to  Pitt,  then  to  the  Beaver  Biver 
vid  Frog  Lake,and  returned  to  Fort  Pitt,  on  the  20th  June,  at  which  place  we  remained 
in  camp  till  the  28tb.  This  march  was  particularly  trying  to  men  and  horses,  as 
the  men  had  no  change  of  clothing,  and  for  several  days  were  without  tents,  and  had 
nndy  what  provibions  they  could  carry  on  their  saddles,  but  I  heard  no  complaints, 
&e  work  being  done  cheerfully  and  well. 

On  the  28th  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Battleford  and  to  take  with  me  the  men, 
horses  and  9-pr.  gun  of  *^  C  "  division,  with  (instructions  to  take  on  from  Battleford 
to  Begina  alt  prisoners  at  that  place.  On  arrival  at  Battleford  on  1st  July  I 
ceoeiv^  instructions  to  proceed  to  Pound  maker's  and  adjacent  reserves  to  arrest  cer- 
tain Indians  poinied  out  by  the  Indian  agent.  On  the  2nd  I  proceeded  to  the  reser- 
ves with  forty  police  and  one  Gatling,  in  charge  of  Major  Short,  RCA.,  but  could 
find  no  trace  of  the  men  wanted,  so  returned  to  Battleford  the  next  day,  sending  men 
and  horses  of  D  "  division  into  barracks,  also  all  the  horses  purchased,  with  the 
exception  of  three. 
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When  paflBinff  through  the  reserves  we  disoovered  a  namber  of  newly  made 
graves  and  severiS  tepees  filled  with  the  bodies  of  Indians  reoently  dead,whioh  wonki 
prove  that  tiiiev  suffered  mooh  greater  loss  at  Cut  Knife  than  was  admitted  by  them. 

On  the  4th  1  started  for  Swift  Oorrent,  and  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  9th. 
The  next  day  I  took  the  prisoners,  with  a  sufficient  escort,  on  to  Bc^ioa,  leaving  the^ 
balance  ot  my  men,  those  of  **  0  "  division  and  all  the  horses  camped  at  Swift  Current, 
ftom  which  place  we  returned  here,  leaving  men  of  other  divisions  at  their  respective 
stations. 

I  must  draw  attention  to  the  carriages  of  the  7-pr.  guns  giving  way  at 
Oat  Knife.    New  carriages  must  be  furnished. 

Hyhorses,without  one  exception,  stood  the  work  well,  not  being  obliged  to  leave 
a  single  one  behind.  They  were  nearly  all  young  horses  I  had  purchased  here  last 
year,  and  fally  carry  out  all  my  arguments  in  favor  of  western  horses  for  our  service. 

The  behavior  of  all  ranks  was  excellent,  and  every  praise  is  due  to  them. 

Before  leaving  General  Middleton's  Column  at  Fort  ritt,  he,  in  a  General  Order, 
expressed  his  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  and  sol&ier  like  bearing  of  my  meo^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant| 

W*  M.  iUfiHG  lL  MBB, 

Superintendent^  (kmmanding  Fast. 


ElfOLOSUBB  No.  1. 

Battlxfobd,  1st  April,  1885. 
Supt.  W.  IL  Hbbohmir. 

Sir,'— I  have  the  hocor  to  inform  you  that  the  Indians,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  are 
eoncentrating  on  Poundmaker*s  reserve^  and  that  you  have  nothing  to  fear  on  the 
trail,  without  it  is  that  you  may  fall  in  with  stragglers.  I  would  advise  you,  however, 
to  be  most  cautions,  as  the  Stoneys  are  up,  and  have  joined  Poundmaker. 

They  killed  two  white  men,  Mr.  Payne  and  Mr.  Applegarth,  on  the  reserve 
starting  out ;  also  one  Mr.  Freemont^  a  rancher.  I  have  maoe  everything  as  secure  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  MOBBIS. 

Bvery  body  is  in  barracks— 200  men  all  told,  and  300  women  and  children. 
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Idt  of  Ofllcen,  Non-Oommissioiied  Offioera  and  ConstableB  of  the  N.W.1L  PoHot- 
who  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Cat  Knife  Hill  on  ted  May,  18W. 


'SS: 

Hame. 

Bank. 

Romaikf. 

MMM  •••••• 

W.  M.  Herchmer...  .^..... 
P.  R  Hi^ftle  ........  .•«•••.. 

Soperintendent... 
do 

Serfi-Maipr. 

Yet.  StairSergt... 
Sergeant  m»...m*... 

Wonnded. 

MortaUy  wounded;  diod  9rd  May,  1990w 

"l"  DiTiiion. 

Killed  by  ladianf  on  14th  May,  1880w 
'«A"  mrlMon.! 

«B"DiTialoa. 

Killed. 

Mortally  wonded;  died  9rd  Hay,  1896. 
.«D"  DiTiiion. 

SM 

660 

R.  Rlddell.....^..^ 

36 
166 

J.  H.  Ward •. — 

J.  0.  Gordon ^.^. 

G.  Madeod ^^. 

J.  Richftrds 

W.  H.  T.  Lowiy ^ 

T.  Bond^..^^^— — •^..•. 
W,  H*  rorao.««M*  ••■•••  •••••• 

8.  8.  Glasfbrd^.^.  ..^^. 

8  M.Jarrii^.       

0.  Knight  ^...M—*^  ......... 

606 

600 
907 
ttS 
46T 
US 
671 
M7 
900 

.  do 

do      ............ 

Ooiporal  ..M*.  ...... 

do      «••• 

Oonftohle 

do      ............ 

do                .....MM... 

flO              «.« «....4... 

do      ..... 

do      ............ 

966 

713 

W.  Latuner..........  ...•1^- 

W.  Lewis  • •••.••  ••••••M* 

B,  W.  LloTd .^ 

T.MoLSod. 

A.  Moody 

W,  Morg^.^^^.^....... 

S.  Pordral....,^ 

G.  Pincheg 

W.  Ritchie «..  ^..,^.. 

J.  Rom ^....•.. 

W.  H.  Rontledee....^.^ 

A.  H.  BombalU^ .... 

H.  Spencer...... ^.... 

W.  Sanderiend  .| 

A.  Tftjlor 

J.  Wnght 

W.  Percy  ^........... ... 

F.  O  ElUot 

J.  0.  Hantone...* 

J.  Hallenbmch »..  ...... 

J.  R.  Boyer 

F.H.  Brooke.....       ^^ 

W.  Oilpin ........... 

F.  Goodwin......... .- 

F.  Hylee. 

706 
996 

431 

do      

do 

664 

606 
1,036 
766 
900 
932 
764 
964 

do      . 

QO        ...  •.•...»•. 

do      

UO                  ...      *...M.. 

do 

do 

do 

do      

936 
961 

QO                  •      ...MM  ... 

do      

619 

66 

973 
911 
996 

661 

Oonstahle-.M....... 

GO        ••...«  ..M.. 

do 

do      

1.1JI 

Oonitable.  ..^..m. 

968 

do      

969 

do       M..... 

do      MMM. 

(10                   ....M...... 

do 

Yet  Staff  Sergt... 
OonK>ral......MM^ 

do                   «....M.«... 

do       ........M* 

do      ............ 

flO                .M  ••——•• 

do      

do      .... .. 

917. 
994 
960 

996 
666 
646 

610 
616 
986 

403 
618 

L.  Lander......  ....*.. 

F.  Miller- .. 

R.  B.  Sleiffh 

W.  P.  McOonnelL 

C.  AUen 

W.  Anderson................ 

P.  Bonrke-... 

J.  0.  Degear 

0.  Dnfreene ........... ........ 

J.  Dawton......  ...•.• ......... 

G.  Harpnr.. .....•..• 

J.  Hjnee 

P.  fliawkins.... 

B.  Inco  •M.....M...t......MM 

667 
1,074 
^668 

00        ......... ... 

do      ^>....-M 
Oonitoble. 

995 

no      ......  M.... 

do      MM 

do      
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Enolosiibi  No.  2^'^(mcluded. 


XiiBT  of  Officers,  Non-Commis8ioned  Officers  and  Constables  of  the  N.W.M.  PcdLioa 
who  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Out  Knife  Hill  on  2nd  May,  1885. 


'^: 

Name. 

Bank. 

Bemarks. 

360 
892 
748 
747 

flP<  J!Lerr**.**M.. .  .....m..  !•••«. 

w  •  IT errtn ••*..••.•...  ......•.« 

0.  PhUUps . 

W.  H.  Potter. .....MM 

F.  B.  Prior...... ••..... M...» 

IT*   K0^^«. ..••..••••*..... MM*. 

B.  H.  Bobertaon.M....M.... 

B.  Bntledge 

0   Roai ......... ..M....... 

W.  Shaw...... .  .•———  ..M.. 

P.  W.  Simoias - 

H.  Storer 

W.  0.  Swinton^...,.......- 

W.  J.  Spencer................ 

F.  F.  Warren. ......  .....m.. 

Joseph  Alexander —• 

Oonstable. — .^ 
do      

do                  .....MM... 

868 

761 

do                 M 

381 
866 

(10        •.........•• 

do 

768 

1,064 

1,077 

768 

776 

do      ,. 

do      

do       ...  ......... 

do                ..M.M..... 

"D"  DiTiiion. 

T.  F.  Bamet>  a  sergeant  in  86  Batt,  latelj- 

discharged  fipom  N.W.M.  Police,  haying  roln- 

teered  fbr  serrice  with  the  Police,  was  attaehed 

to  my  command,  and  remained  with  ns  nntil  oar 

^  arrival  at  Swift  Onrrent,  on  9th  Jolj. 

886 
888 

842 

■■>■■  m—m 

do           .....mm... 

do      

do      ...M. ...... 

Interpreter  .....M.. 

W.  M.  HEBCHUBB, 

Superintendentj  Oammandmg. 
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APPENDIX    a 


IzTRAOT/rom  3\gpermtendent  CotUnCs  Annual  Report,  bearing  en  eervice  of  FoUee  im, 
McLeod  District  during  the  Rebellion. 

3|c  :|e  :|e  :|e  « 

The  opening  of  the  present  year  fonnd  my  distriot  in  a  very  quiet  and  settled 
state,  a  strange  preface  to  the  period  of  rebellion  and  excitement  which  was  promptly 
to  Mow,  and  which  came  upon  this  soothern  portion  of  the  Territories  ua  a  yery 
imexpected  sequel.  During  the  winter  months  our  time  was  taken  up  with  ordinary 
msjgisteriai  and  police  work.  The  southern  Indians  appeared  to  oe  contentedly 
living  upon  their  reserves,  and  it  was  not  nntil  the  cold  weather  had  subsided  that 
the  slightest  feeling  of  uneasiness  among  Indians  made  itself  manifest.  I  say  thia, 
because  I  am  satisfied  that  attempts  were  made  by  rebel  half-breeds  and  Indians  in 
the  north  to  induce  the  Blackfoot  Nation  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Government. 
Following  the  actual  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  in  the  north  came  an  exceedingly 
precarious  condition  of  things  in  the  southern  district,  and  which,  for  a  time,  miffht  at 
tsij  moment  have  led  to  an  Indian  outbreak.  Fortunatehr,  no  outbreak  occurred,  and 
such  is  indeed  a  matter  of  national  congratulation.  As  I  hastily  review  the  chain  of 
events  which  seemed  so  rapidly  to  transpire,  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  an  undeniable 
fact  that  the  influence  of  the  police  and  Indian  Departments  among  the  southern 
Indians  (to  whom  but  a  few  years  ago  white  men  were  unknown)  was  a  most  power- 
ful one,  as  demonstrated  by  results  of  the  most  practical  character.  In  saying  this  I 
trust  there  is  no  possibility  of  my  being  in  any  way  misunderstood.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  mean  to  imply  that  an  Indian  war  can  be  carried  on  in  any  portion  of  the 
Territories  without  seriously  unsettlins^  a  savage  nation  such  as  the  Blaokfeet.  But 
as  the  question  of  unsettling  these  Indians  deals  more  with  the  results  arising  from 
the  effects  of  the  recent  rebellion,  I  shall  deal  with  it  hereafter  by  making  saeh 
extracts,  as  may  appear  to  me  necessary,  from  an  official  report  furnished  you  some 
little  time  ago. 

To  return  to  the  period  when  the  actual  outbreak  took  place  in  the  north.  The 
news  of  the  fight  at  Duck  Lake  naturally  created  here  more  or  less  uneasiness  and 
alarm. 

It  must  be  remembered  at  that  time  there  was  no  telegraphic  communication 
with  this  podt,  and  but  one  weekly  mail  from  Calgary.  Finding  that  all  sorts  of 
eiciting  stories  were  constantly  in  circulation,  I  promptly  established,  under  the 
approval  of  MajorGeneral  Strange,  a  line  of  couriers  between  this  place  and  Galgary^ 
jEoperience  has  shown  that  this  stop  was  a  most  judicious  one,  and  that  in  a  very 
great  measure  it  aided  to  maintain  quiet  There  is  no  possible  doubt  but  that 
without  this  line  of  couriers  white  people  as  well  as  Indians  would  have  become 
greatly  excited,  as  alarming  and  invariably  unfavorable  reports  as  regards  move- 
ments in  the  north  would  otherwise  have  been  in  constant  circalation. 

In  a  report  of  this  nature  it  would  not  be  practicable  for  me  to  recapitulate  ai 
any  length  the  various  interviews  I  held  with  the  Blood  and  Piegan  Indians.  I  shall 
merely  say  that  the  favorable  results  arising  therefrom  speak  for  themselves  in  tlie 
strongest  possible  manner. 

upon  Major-General  Strange  being  placed  in  command  of  the  field  foroe  on 
active  service  in  the  Alberta  district,  I  reported  to  that  officer  at  Calgary,  bringinff 
to  his  notice  the  various  matters  of  importance,  such  as  I  thought  merited  ccmsi- 
deration  in  the  interests  of  the  McLeoa  district.  The  disposition  1  made  of  the 
force  under  my  command  General  Strange  considered  sati^actory.     On  a  column 
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being  ordered  to  proceed  northward  from  Calgary  I  was  instraoted  by  General 
Strange  to  detail  a  party,  coneiBting  of  one  officer  and  twenty  non-commisaioneni 
officers  and  men,  with  one  ^-pr.  H.  L.  B.  gan,  for  this  northern  service.  This  party, 
under  command  of  Inspector  Perry,  left  here  on  the  18th  April. 

The  strength  of  this  post  was  subsequently  increased  by  one  company  of  militia 
(Winnipeg  Light  Infantry).  This  company  remained  in  barracks  here,  performing 
garrison  duty  until  the  Tih  Hay,  upon  which  date  they  were  relieved  by  two  com- 
panies of  the  9th  (Quebec)  Battalion.  These  two  companies  of  the  9th  Battalion 
eerved  here  until  the  regiment  was  recalled  to  the  eastern  Provinces  in  the  month 
of  Juoe.  The  services  rendered  by  the  detachment  under  Inspector  Perry^ 
Qommand  were  of  so  creditable  a  nature  that  I  here  insert  the  names  of  the  non- 
oommissioned  officers  and  men  comprising  it,  viz:— 

Begimental  No.     6 Staff.  Sergt.  Homer 

do  352 Seigt.  W.  H.  Irwin. 

do  871 Sergt.  O'Connor. 

do  946 « Corpl.  A.  S.  Harper. 

do  590 \ Corpl.  B.  Hodder. 

do  618 Const.  H.  Alexander* 

do  721 do     H.  Moyers. 

do  780 do     B.  Taylor. 

do  794 do     W.Tachd. 

do  622 do     G.  G.  Blake. 

do  404 do     H.  Brown. 

do  910 do     —  Diamond* 

do  534 do     J.  Green. 

do  506 do     H.  Walsh. 

do  631 do     J.Blake. 

do  933 • do     — Dodsworth. 

do  547 do    — McCarthy. 

do  742 do     C.  Parker. 

do  575 •      do     G.Ward. 

Some  promotions  have  since  taken  place. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  General  Order  issued  by  Major-General  Strange 
«pon  relinquishing  command  of  this  detachment: — 

The  detachment  of  North-West  Mounted  Police  under  command  of  Major  Perry 
with  9-pr.  gun  will  join  Colooel  Hercbmer's  force  to-morrow  morning  tcA 
proceed  by  routt  march  to  BattlefoTd.  Major  General  Strange  in  relinquishing  tiie 
eommand  of  the  detachment  of  '*  C  "  Division,  under  command  of  Major  rerry,  has  to 
thank  them  for  their  valuable  services  and  invariably  excellent  conduct.  He  has  never 
commanded  better  soldiers.  Their  double  duties  as  horse  artillery  and,  when  required, 
econt  cavalry,  have  been  performed  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 

In  bringing  a  9-pr.  gun  from  Fort  McLeod  to  Beaver  River,  through  a 
most  difficult  country,  including  the  passage  of  Bed  Deer,  a  march  of  some  80O 
miles,  accomplished  with  every  horse  and  man  in  his  place,  reflects  great 
credit,  not  only  on  Major  Perry,  but  on  every  non-commissioner  officer  and  man. 

That  gun  was  mainly  instrumental  in  demoralising  the  band  of  *'  Big  Bear ''  <m 
the  28th  at  Frenchman's  Butte.  The  opening  of  communication  from  Fort  Pitt  to 
Battleford  by  this  small  detachment  entailed  hardships  cheerfully  endured. 

Major  Greneral  Strange  specially  recognizes  the  ably  conducted  march  of  the  left 
wing  66th  Begiment,  under  Major  Perry's  command,  which  he  has  brooght  to  the 
notice  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Police,  as  also  the  names  of  Sergeant  Major  Irwin, 
Staff  Sergeant  Homer  and  Sergeant  O'Connor. 

Major-General  Strange  wishes  his  thanks  to  be  conveyed  to  Major  Cotton,  North 
West  Mounted  Police,  for  the  selection  he  made  of  men,  of  whom  he  may  feel  prcud. 
In  parting  with  the  detachment  he  wishes  them  saccess  and  happiness. 

By  order.  C.  H.  DALE, 

Maicf  of  Brigadi. 
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I  should  preyionsly  have  mentioned  that  an  auxiliary  corps  of  militia 
oiisaniied  and  equipped  here  by  Major  John  Stewart,  acting  under  authority  received 
from  the  Militia  Department  This  corps,  as  well  as  the  companies  of  militia 
preyiously  alluded  U^  were  placed  under  my  command  by  Major-General  Stranger 
Major  Stewart  reported  to  me  for  duty,  and  the  organization  of  his  corps  was  com- 
pleted in  this  post,  where  he  and  his  men  were  for  a  time  stationed.  In  accordance 
with  C^neral  Strange's  instructions  I  utiliiEed  Major  Stewart's  command,  acting  in 
consort  with  my  own  division,  for  special  service  along  the  frontier,  extending  from 
Fort  McLeod  to  Medicine  Hat  In  addition  to  patrolling  and  outpost  duty,  special 
provision  was  made  to  furnish  protection  alike  to  working  partiea  of  telegraph  and 
railway  oonstniotion  lines  then  in  course  of  construction — the  former  from  Donmore 
to  Fort  McLeod,  the  railway  line  from  Dunmore  to  Leth  bridge.  Major  Stewart 
made  Medicine  Hat  his  head-quarters,  his  outposts  extending  westward  along  railway 
and  telegraph  lines  and  norwward  towards  Ked  Deer  Biver.  My  outposts  (police^ 
ezteDded  from  this  place  eastward  along  railway  and  telegraph  Une,  and  in  this  way 
coonecting  with  Major  Stewart's  most  westerly  detadiments,  thus  keeping  up  a 
complete  chain  of  patrol  and  dailv  communication  along  the  important  frontier  line^ 
ext^adins  from  Fort  McLeod  to  Medicine  Hat 

On  uie  night  of  the  Slst  May  I  received  a  telegram  (the  telegraph  line  had  ai 
this  time  been  completed)  from  Major  Stewart,  to  the  effect  that  one  of  his  scouts 
had  been  fired  on  by  Indians,  which  fire  was  promptly  returned,  at  a  point  some 
thirty  miles  west  of  Medicine  Hat  My  own  scouts  almost  simuluneously  reported 
preeence  of  Indians  east  of  Lethbridge.  Fearing  an  Indian  raid  upon  railway  work- 
ing parties,  which  could  have  led  to  no  other  than  most  disastrous  results,  I  decided 
to  move  with  amounted  partv  along  railway  line  east  of  Lethbrige.  On  the  following 
morning  I  left  th.s  post,  with  every  available  non-commissioned  officer  and  man  m 
my  division,  all  well  mounted  and  thoroughly  equipped.  I  reached  Lethbridge  th» 
same  night,  after  having  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  crossing  the  Old  Man's 
Biver  at  Eipp.  Next  morning  I  proceeded  eastward  along  Medicine  Hat  trail^ 
scouting  the  country  towards  the  head  of  Ohin  Ooul^.  I  saw  no  Indians,  though 
some  had  been  seen  the  previouis  day  by  the  scouts  I  had  ordered  out  firom  Lethbridge. 
I  then  moved  on  towards  Folev's  camp,  and  the  railway  working  parties  extended 
eastward  and  westward  from  that  camp.  I  suBsequentlv  travelled  still  farther  east- 
ward  towards  Bocky  Lake,  camping  there  while  I  estaolished  communication  witk 
It^ot  Stewart  This  officer  had,  at  the  same  time,  moved  the  main  portion  of  his 
command  westward  and  southward  from  Medicine  Hat,  in  so  doing  scouting  a  very 
extended  portion  of  the  country.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Indians  who  exchanged 
shots  with  Stewart's  scouts  were  either  Assiniooines  or  Oros  Ventres  fh>m  the  United 
States.  In  returning,  I  passed  by  Woodpecker  Island  before  reaching  Lethbridge, 
at  which  last  named  place  I  camped  for  some  time,  scouting  the  county  southwitfd 
akmg  the  old  Benton  trail.  Although  no  Indians  were  seen,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  section  of  the  country  I  am  now  alluding  to  contained  several  war  parties  oa 
marauding  expeditions. 

These  war  parties  evidently  cached  themselves  during  the  daytime.  At  nighty 
signal  fires,  lighted  for  the  porpose,  were  answered  by  Indians  at  long  distances^ 
flad  it  not  Men  for  the  prompt  movement  made,  a  iftampede  of  railway  working 
parties  would  most  certainly  have  taken  place,  and  I  have  little  doubt  Indian  raids 
wiNild  have  been  made  on  the  large  railway  camps,  either  of  which  would  have  resnlted 
in  most  serious  loss  to  the  company  carrying  on  railway  construction  in  th» 
Territories. 

The  following  is  a  copv  of  a  letter  I  received  from  Mr.  B.  T.  Gkdt,  Manager  of 
the  llorth*Westu>al  and  IMavigation  Company,  bearing  on  the  subject  of  thepro* 
teetionL  I  was  enabled  to  furnish  the  company's  railway  line. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


"  The  Noeth-Wmt  Coal  and  Navigation  Gohpant. 

«  Xjethboidgb,  N.W.T«,  17th  August,  1885« 

-**  Major  John  Cotton, 

'*  Commanding  N«  W.M.P.,  Fort  MaoLeod. 

'*  Mt  Dxab  Sib,— As  this  company's  railway  is  now  approaching  completioo,  I 
wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  assistance  rendered  by  yourself  and  your  command 
during  its  construction.  The  presence  of  your  men  among  our  workmen  along  the 
line  during  the  late  Bebellion  inspired  them  with  confidence  without  which  it  might 
have  been  a  difficult  matter  to  have  kept  them  at  their  work. 

"  I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  your  prompt  action  in  sending  men  when  required 
to  this  neighborhood,  their  presence  being  a  guarantee  that  good  order  will  be 
preserved,  and  that  horse  stefuing  will  not  bo  tolerated. 

**  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

«  Tours  faithfully, 

"B.T.QALT,* 

''Manager:* 

In  connection  with  the  recent  Bebellion,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly, of  the  cool 
and  courageous  deportment  of  the  people  residing  in  the  McLeod  district.  Kore 
particularly  is  this  so  credibly  apparent  when  one  considers  the  enormous  amount 
of  capital  invested  in  cattle  which  graze  indiscriminately  o^er  the  prairie. 

The  South- Western  Stock  Association  took  occasion,  during  the  very  heat  of  the 
Bebellion,  and  when  the  force  at  this  place  was  not  a  large  one,  to  express  the 
confidence  they  entertained  in  the  North- West  Mounted  Police, 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  me  by  the  secretary  of  that  Assodalion, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  at  an  annual  meeting  : — 

<'  Fort  McLbod,  7th  May,  1886. 

**  Major  Cotton, 

"  Commanding,  Fort  McLeixl. 

''  Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  South- Western  Stock 
Association,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  expressive  of  their  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  yourself  and  your  com- 
mand in  the  interests  of  stockmen,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  at  the  annual 
general  meeting  held  here  on  the  29  th  ultimo. 

"  Your  very  truly, 

"WILLIAM  BLACK, 

"Secretary  Treasury,  South- Western  Stock  Associatum." 

*'  At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  South-western  Stock  Association  of  the 
North-West  Territories  held  at  Fort  Macleod,  29th  April,  1885. 

"  It  was  moved  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Inderwicl^  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Garnett,  and 
carried  unanimously — 

"  That  this  Association  desires  to  express  their  high  appreciation  of  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  Major  Cotton  and  his  command  have  performed  their  duty  in 
helping  the  cattle  ranches,  and  the  prompt  steps  taken  during  the  present  troubles 
to  Keep  the  Indians  quiet  meet  our  fullest  confidence,  and  approval,  and  that  the 
secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same. 

"WM.  BLACK, 

'^Secretary  South-Western  Stock  AssociatimC* 
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In  this  report  I  have  dealt  ^enerallyy  and  bearing  in  mind  itB  importance,  I  fear 
somewhat  hastily,  with  the  work  and  duty  my  division  was  called  upon  to  perform^ 
owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  Territories.  Without  going  into  this  subject  at 
too  great  length,  I  could  not  have  hoped  to  give  a  complete  idea  of  the  hard,  incessant 
and,  at  times,  aiduous  duties  which  came  to  us  as  our  share  of  the  service  to  be  per- 
|[>rmed.  But  I  can  at  least  bear  testimony — and  I  do  so  with  no  small  decree  of 
pride— to  the  intelligent,  efficient  and  cheerful  support  I  received  from  all  ranks.  In 
Inspector  Antrobus  I  have  had  a  valuable  and  experienced  assistant.  He  has  proved- 
himself  a  very  capable  and  hard  working  officer,  and  I  would  respectfully  bring  hia 
name  to  your  fttvorable  consideration. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Kennedy,  in  addition  to  bis  professional  services,  at  all  times 
most  satisfactorily  performed,  has  again  and  again  volunteered  for  combatant  duty, 
and  invariably  performed  such  duty  with  judgment  and  ability.  I  make  no  mention  of 
Inspector  Perry,  who,  until  lately,  was  in  tnis  division.  His  services  have  beem 
bone  testimony  to  by  so  high  a  professional  authority  as  Major-Geneial  Strange. 
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APPENDIX  D. 


KEPOBT  OP  SUPERINTENDENT  DBAJIB. 

North- Wbst  Mounted  Poliob, 

HiAPQUARTEBs,  Beqina,  SUt  December,  1885. 

Xieut-Col.  A.  G.  Ibvine, 

Commissioner  N.W.M.P.,  Begina. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  anbmit  my  report  of  events  at  headquarters  during 
your  absence  in  the  north,  and  on  duty,  from  the  18th  March  until  the  17th  July. 

Your  departure  for  Prince  Albert,  on  the  18th  March  last,  ^ith  a  detachment  of 
every  available  man  and  horse,  left  this  post  denuded  of  all  but  a  small  staff  of  Don- 
<x)mmi8sioned  officers  and  a  few  necessarily  employed  and  sick  men. 

In  consequence  of  the  notification  from  the  north  that  arms  and  ammunition 
were  expected  from  the  railway  by  the  half-breeds,  who  intended  to  intercept  and 
seise  them,  instructions  were  issuea  to  all  outposts  in  this  district  to  seise  any  sooh 
articles  that  might  be  consigned  to  traders  in  the  north,  and  to  hold  them,  pending 
ftirther  orders.  One  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  in  ali  were 
temporarily  detained. 

Superintendent  Neale  returned  on  the  22nd  March  from  Calgary  with  two  7-pr. 
guns,  which  he  had  been  despatched  to  bring  hither. 

Oo  the  28rd  March  I  transmitted  to  Calgary  your  telegraphic  message  ordering 
Superintendent  Herchmer  to  leave  Inspeetor  Dowlin^  and  six  men  at  Oalgary, 
and  to  come  to  Begina  with  the  remainder  of  his  division,  i^lly  equipped,  with- 
drawing, at  the  same  time,  five  men  from  Maple  Creek,  and  Sergeant  Piercy  from 
Medicine  Hat,  to  increase  Superintendent  Herchmer's  command. 

On  the  2iJrd  a  telegram  was  received  by  Mr.  Forget,  Clerk  of  the  North- West 
<}ounoil,  from  two  magistrates  at  Broadview,  stating  that  that  place  was  in  imminent 
dans^er  from  the  Indians ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a  message  from  C^)rporal  Macleod, 
at  Fort  Qu'Appelle,  to  the  effect  that  the  Indians  there  were  getting  uneasy,  aud  that 
runners  from  the  north  had  visited  all  the  different  reserves  vrith  presents,  &o. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  being  in  Winnipeg,  I  telegraphed  to  him  the  alleged 
state  of  affairs  at  Broadview,  and  suggested  thatSuperintenaent  Herchmer's  detwsh- 
ment,  which  was  then  en  route,  should  go  on  to  Broadview,  and  go  through  the 
Crooked  Lakes  reserve  to  Fort  Qu'Appelle,  where  he  could  await  General  MiddTeton'a 
orders.  His  Honor  replied,  however,  that  he  was  leaving  Winnipeg  with  IQO  men, 
in  consequence  of  my  report.  On  his  way  westward  he  had  an  interview  with  Uie 
Indian  chiefs  and  head  men  who  had  been  summoned  to  meet  him  at  Broadview 
station,  when  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  no  sufficient  grounds  for  the  alarming 
reports  which  had  been  spread. 

The  Indian  agent  at  Touchwood  telegraphed,  on  the  24th,  for  three  men  to  pro- 
tect stores  there,  and  these  were  sent  from  Fort  Qu'Appelle  same  day,  being  replaeod 
there  from  othef  sources. 

In  compliance  with  a  demand  from  Humboldt,  I  sent,  on  the  2'7th  Maroh,  three 
constables  from  Touchwood,  and  replaced  those  by  others  from  headquarters  and 
Moose  Jaw.  * 

At  this  time  the  demand  for  men  fh>m  all  sides  was  so  great  that  I  sought  and 
obtained  authority  from  Ottawa  to  engage  special  constables,  vrith  pay  and  rations, 
bat  with  the  prospect  of  freighting  before  tJbem,  men,  as  a  rule,  were  unwiUing  to 
•engage  except  upon  untenable  oonditions. 
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On  the  30th  March  Soperintendent  Herchmer  and  his  detachment,  with  Soper- 
intendent  Neale,  with  one  gun,  from  here,  left  for  Swift  Carrent  en  route  to  Battleford^  * 
by  order  of  General  Hiddleton,  to  whom  Superintendent  Herchmer  had  reported 
himself  at  Qu'Appelle. 

I  now  opened  negotiations  with  some  Sioux  who  had  been  for  some  time  encamped 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Moose  Jaw,  with  a  view  to  engaging  them  as  scouts.  I 
employed,  for  this  purpose,  ex-policemen  Le  Quesne,  who  is  a  Sioux  interpreter,  and 
haa  engaged  for  temporary  service  as  a  special  constable.  These  Sioux  were  adapted 
for  the  work,  in  that  they  were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  rebels,  were  very  anxious 
to  remain  on  this  side  of  the  line,  and  were  in  hopes  of  inducing  the  Canadian 
Government  to  grant  them  a  reserve.  One  of  the  conditions  I  imposed  was.  that 
each  scout  should  mount  himself,  and  herein  lay  the  difSoulty.  It  appeared  that 
their  ponies  had  been  acquired  by  the  work  of  the  women,  whose  property  they  oon* 
sequently  were,  and  the  women  objected  to  the  men  embarking  in  any  undertaking 
which  might  expose  them  and  their  families  to  the  vengeance  of  the  other  Indian 
tribes. 

Ultimately,  I  obtained  five  Sioux  Scouts  who  kept  me  informed  of  what  was 
passiDg  in  all  the  Indian  camps  in  ibis  district,  and  I  was  more  than  satisfied  with 
the  work  thoy  did,  and  with  the  veracity  of  their  reports,  confirmation  of  some  of 
which  I  afterwards  obtained. 

Bunners  were  constantly  on  the  move  between  the  different  camps,  inciting 
their  occupants  to  join  the  rebels,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  arrest  them,  for  want  <^ 
timely  information,  the  difficulty  being  greater  because^I  could  not  run  the  risk  of 
exposing  my  scouts  to  suspicion. 

A  half-breed  runner  tried  to  persuade  the  Sioux  to  rise,  vith  a  promise  that  they 
should  have  a  share  of  the  country  when  the  Indians  should  have  regained  their  owd» 
and  bribed  them  to  give  them  information  as  to  police  movements,  &o.,  on  hia 
return  from  the  south,  but  he  failed  to  keep  his  appointment 

At  the  beginning  of  April,'  in  consequence  of  the  dearth  of  police  along  the  line 
of  railway ,the  Lieutenapt-Govemor  approved  of  half  ^fourteen)  of  the  police  employed 
in  the  mountains  being  withdrawn  therefrom,  and  hela  at  Calvary  for  service  wherever 
they  might  be  required  ;  but  Superintendent  Steele  reported  that  he  apprehended  m 
strike  of  railway  employees  on  tne  10th  of  the  month,  and  could  not  obtain  reliable 
special  constables.    His  Honor  therefore  rescinded  the  order. 

About  this  time  information  was  received  whi^ch  showed  the  necessity  of  watch- 
ing the  southern  frontier,  and  Mr.  Legard,  of  Wood  Mountain,  arrived  here  to  repre- 
sent to  the  Lieutenant-Gevemor  that  a  large  number  of  half-breeds  at  Wood  Moun- 
tain and  Willow  Bunch  were  in  a  starving  condition  that  they  wished  to  remain 
there,  so  as  not  to  be  implicated  in  any  way  with  the  rebellion,  and  that  they  would 
be  glad  of  anj  employment.  Mr.  Legar6,*having  great  influence  with  these  half- 
hrcMds,  and  scouts  being  urgently  required,  it  was  proposed  that  a  given  number  of 
them  should  accept  service  as  scouts  under  Mr.  Legar^'s  direction.  The  latter  under- 
took  to  see  that  the  work  was  properly  done,  and  to  vouch  for  the  goocl  faith  of  the 
men  whom  he  would  employ — the  selection,  of  course,  was  left  to  him — ^this  arrange- 
ment having  been  sanctioned  in  Ottawa. 

Inspector'Macdonell  was  ordered  from  Medicine  Hat  to  Wood  Mountain  to  take 
command,  and  thither  he  proceeded  with  four  men  and  ten  horses  on  the  15th  April. 
Thirty  hdf- breed  scouts  were  at  first  employed  (this  number  afterwards  increased  to 
forty),  and  covered  a  long  stretch  of  country,  from  Moose  Mountain  to  the  south- 
w^  of  Old  Wives,  Lake.  Others  of  the  community  were  employed  in  freighting 
provisions,  &a,  between  the  different  outposts  between  Wood  Mountain  and  Mooee 
Jaw,  &c,  fto.,  and  thus  was  fulfilled  the  double  purpose  of  finding  work  for  ^'  idle 
hands  to  do,"  and  having  the  country  thoroughly  watdied. 

The  police  are  indebted  to  Father  St.  Germain  for  his  good  offices  in  connection 
herewith 

On  the  21st  April  nineteen  recruits  and  ei^ht^-two  horses  arrived  from  the  easft^ 
and  a  few  dayB  later  fourteen  horses  were  received  from  Fort  McLeod. 
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It  waa  reported  to  me  at  the  end  of  the  month  that  a  party  of  half  breedi?,  well 
aurmed,  coming  from  the  north,  were  making  for  thesooth,  and  woald  probably  crosa 
the  railway  somewhere  between  Penee  and  Pasqna.  I  sent  oat  a  party  to  intercept 
them,  bat  Sergeant  Baker,  on  his  return,  after  some  days  absence,  reported  tbat  he 
liad  ranged  &e  country  between  those  stations  for  some  miles  north  and  south  of 
the  railway  and  found  no  trace,  and  could  gather  no  information  of  the  party 
aoQffht  for.  From  Pasqua  he  went  on  to  Moose  Jaw,  and  thence  to  the  south  end  of  the 
Banalo  Lake,  returning  vid  the  Qu'Appelle  valley  to  Long  Lake,  calling  at  every 
lioaee  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  line  of  travel,  seeking  for  information  of  any 
parties  of  Indians  or  half-breeds  that  might  have  been  seen  in  their  neighborhoods 
At  Siddell's  ranche  he  learned  that  the  said  party  had  not  crossed  the  Qu'Appelle, 
Imt  had  followed  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  going  eastward,  and  that  the  party  in 
question  was  probably  one  which  had  passed  Craven  on  the  28th  April,  consisting 
chiefly  of  squaws  and  children,  heading  for  Fort  Qu'Appelle.  On  the  authority  of  a 
boy  who  was  said  to  have  seen  an  Indian  camp  in  the  neighborhood  of  Graven,  th#. 
country  there  was  searched  within  a  radius  often  miles,  but  no  trace  of  any  such 
camp  could  be  found. 

About  midnight  on  the  3rd  May  130  recruits  arrived  from  the  east,  and  were 
principally  housed  in  large  tents,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  energies  of  the  small 
staff  of  non-commissioned  officers  at  my  disposal  were  taxed  to  the  utmost,  but  they 
were  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  recruits  be  it  said  they  shook 
down  into  their  places  in  a  very  short  time.  Where  all  did  so  well,  it  would,  perhaps, 
be  invidious  to  mention  other  names,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice  tho 
invaluable  services  of  Sereeant-Major  Belcher  and  Quartermaster-Sergeant  Simpson. 

The  recruits  themselves  subsequently  ihmished  valuable  non-commissioned 
officers  ;  and  of  the  recrnits,  as  a  body,  which  have  joined  the  force  this  summer,  it 
IB  only  fair  to  say  that  they  would  be  an  acquisition  to  any  force.  Their  ready  sub- 
mission to  discipline  and  the  cheerfal  manner  in  which  they  put  their  shoulders  to 
the  wheel  augur  well  for  their  future  conduct. 

On  the  7th  of  May  I  received  a  message  from  Pie-a-pot,  to  the  effect  that  ha 
would  like  to  see  me,  and  hear  a  correct  version  of  the  news  of  the  day.  He  said  so 
ibany  lies  were  in  circulation  that  he  and  his  young  men  did  not  know  what  to 
believe.  Two  days  later  I  paid  him  a  visit,  and  assured  him  of  the  safety  of  himself 
and  his  band,  provided  they  remained  on  their  reserve.  I  pointed  out  to  him  that 
the  soldiers  who  were  in  the  country  were  strangers,  who  would  not  know  good 
Indians  from  bad  Indians,  and  if  they  found  Indians  running  about  the  country 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Government,  they  would  probably  treat  them  as  bad 
Indians,  and  the  Indians  would  have  themselves  to  blame  for  any  trouble  they  might 
get  into. 

On  their  reserves  they  would  be  free  from  molestation.  As  a  fact,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  the  Indians  composing  Pie*a-pot'B  and  the  neighboring  bands  remained 
on  their  reserves  throughout  the  troubles. 

On  the  13  th  May  I  was  enabled  to  detach  fifteen  constables  to  Maple  Greek,  '^  A  '* 
division  being  very  much  pressed  for  men,  and  on  the  16th  to  send  twenty  mounted 
men  to  strengthen  Inspector  MacdonelFs  hands  at  Wood  Mountain,  the  idea  being 
that  we  should  form  an  inner  line  of  outposts  to  act  on  any  information  that  might 
be  received  from  the  line  of  half-breed  scouts. 

On  the  Itth  May  thirty-one  recruits  arrived  fipom  Ottawa. 

On  the  23rd  May  Louis  Btel  arrived  here  by  special  train,  in  charge  of  Captain 
Yoang,  of  the  Winnipeg  Field  Battery,  and  was  taken  into  custody  by  the  police. 
Ho  was,  from  the  first,  strictly  guarded  and  secluded,  although*  allowed  as  much 
latitude  as  possible,  in  the  way  of  exercise  and  other  indulgences,  which  were  not 
incompatible  with  the  object  in  view.  During  the  time  I  was  in  command  no  person 
was  permitted  to  hold  any  communication  with  him,  unless  ftimished  with  proper 
authority. 

In  view  of  the  expected  advent  of  a  number  of  rebel  prisoners  from  Prince 
Albert^  I  received  instructions  to  enlarge  the  prison  accommodation,  and  thus  added 
to  the  then  guard  room  a  building  containing  twenty-four  cells,  following  the  specific 
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oadon  of  the  old  boildlDg  as  to  coDBtmoUoD,  and  Bnperaddiog  a  wash-hoofle  and 
latrine  in  the  prison  yard. 

The  notice  received  was  too  short  to  admit  of  my  advertising  for  tenders  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  I  therefore  entrasted  the  building  to  a  Hr.  John  Boss,  who  had 
been  employed  by  thio  sureties  to  complete  sundry  Imildings  in  the  barracks,  in  th» 
tutamn  of  1883,  in  fhlfilment  of  the  contract  of  an  absconded  contractor.  The  man- 
ner in  which  he  carried  out  the  work  then  was  a  guarantee  of  his  ability,  and  the 
baildingB  which  he  has  erected  here  this  year  are  evidence  tiiat  the  interests  of  the 
Grovercment  have  not  suffered  at  his  hands. 

On  the  27th  the  Montreal  Garrison  Artillery  arrived  at  Beginayand  camped  od 
ihe  south  side  of  the  railway,  to  the  west  of  the  creek. 

On  the  18th  June  forty  rebel  prisoners  from  Prince  Albert  were  brought  in 
under  a  strong  escort,  by  Inspectors  WhiteFraser  and  Sanderai 

After  a  thorough  cleansiDg  of  their  persons  and  clothing,  under  medical  super- 
vision, the  prisoners  were  all  lodged  in  the  new  extension  to  the  guard  room. 

On  the  8th  July  I  detached  a  non-comissioned  officer  and  fifteen  additional  men 
with  sixteen  horses,  to  Wood  Mountain,  for  duty  with  Inspector  Maodonell. 

On  Friday,  10th  July,  Superintendent  Herchmer  arrived  flrom  Battleford  with 
twen^-two  prisoners,  eight  of  whom  were  under  sentence  and  en  route  to  th» 
penitentiary,  whither  they  proceeded  on  the  12th  idem. 

A  day  or  two  previousfy  I  had  been  warned  to  prepare  for  about  fifty  additional 
prisoners,  and  received  authority  from  the  OomptroUer  to  erect  more  prison 
aoeomodation,  our  present  guard  room,  as  enlarged,  being  overcrowded. 

I  therefore  called  upon  Mr.  Boss  to  erect  at  once  a  room  108  feet  by  24  feet^ 
with  14  feet  ceiling,  which  would  be  useful  afterwards  as  a  barrack  room.  In  order 
to  avoid  expense,  as  much  as  possible,  I  set  up  temporary  partitions  to  ftimish 
eighteen  cells,  each  measuring  6  feet,  by  8  feet  and  capable  of  holding  three  pri- 
soners. The  cells  were  placed  back  to  back  down  the  centre  of  the  building,  with  m 
passage  on  each  side,  closed  at  each  end  by  barred  doors.  The  cell  compartments 
were  8  feet  6  inches  high,  and  a  raised  platform  at  the  north  end  enabled  the 
sentry  to  overlook  them  all.  A  division  at  the  south  end,  12  feet  by  24  feet^ 
jnovided  a  room  for  the  men  of  the  guard. 

The  whole  of  the  interior  fittings  were  designed  so  as  to  be  easily  removed 
without  defacing  or  injuring  the  building  itself. 

.    The  building  was  rapicOy  and  well  built,  and  is  now,  as  a  barrack  room,  capable 
of  containing  forty-five  men.    The  specifications  of  the  building  are  as  follows : — 

The  studding  throughout  is  of  2  inches  by  6  inches  lumber,  the  comer  posts  and 
Irames  of  all  windows  and  doors  being  4  inches  by  6  inches.  The  ground  joists  are^ 
2  indies  by  10  inches,  ceiling  joists  2  inches  by  8  inches,  rafters  2  inches  by  6  inches^ 
with  collar  ties.  The  walls  are  composed  of  inch  lumber,  with,  felting  and  tar  paper,, 
eli^boarded  on  the  outside  and  ceiled  within.  The  floor  is  double,  with  tar  paper 
between  the  boards,  as  is  the  ceiling.  The  shingles  are  laid  4|  inches  to  the  weather- 
While  on  this  subject,  I  would  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  services  rendered 
bj  Sergeant  Pigott  as  provost  non-commissioned  officer.  Since  tlie  18th  June  last 
as  many  as  eighty-one  prisoners,  including  lunatics  (one  of  whom  was  a  female^ 
have  been  oonfinea  here  at  one  time. 

The  daily  average  number  from  June  to  September,  inclusive,  is  as  follows : — 

June • 26 

July 63 

August .••••. ••••-  69 

September. • 46 

The  responsibility  thus  devolving  upon  Serffeant  Pigott  was  very  great,  and  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  harassing  duties*. 

On  the  ITth  July  '^  Big  Bear  "  and  fourteen  other  prisoners  arrived  fh>m  Prince^ 
Albert,  under  Inspector  Drayner,  shortly  alter  your  own  return. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be  Sir,  Tour  obedient  servant, 
B.  BUBTON  DBANB, 

SuperintenderU  and  AdjutanU 
8a-.5 
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APPENDIX    E. 


BBPOBT  OP  INSPECTOR  STEBLB,  NOBTH-WBST   MOUNTED   POLilCOL 

Calgabt,  14th  Angasty  1885. 

Sm,— In  aooordanoe  with  your  order  to  report  apon  my  serviceB  wiih.  the  lailitiA 
dariDg  the  recent  troubles,  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following : 

I  left  the  Bocky  Mountains  on  the  10th  of  April,  by  order  of  SlIb  Honor  Lieute- 
nant Governor  Dewdney,  and  came  here  to  await  his  farther  instructions.  On  the 
18th  Major-General  Strange,  who  had  his  headquarters  in  the  police  barracks  here^ 
obtained  permission  to  take  me  north  with  the  Alberta  field  fofrce.  I  raised  one 
troop  of  scouts  and,  in  addition,  had  under  my  command  the  twenty-five  men  of  the 
force  who  had  been  stationed  in  the  mountains  during  the  whole  of  the  previous 
year,  and  sixty  of  tbe  Alberta  mounted  rifles.  I  took  part  in  all  the  operations  of 
the  column,  and  when  it  was  broken  up  marched  back  to  Galgary  to  disband  the 
scouts. 

General  Middleton  gave  orders  that  the  police  were  to  be  left  at  Fort  Pitt  in 
charge  of  Sergeant  McDonnell 

1  arrived  here  on  the  18th  of  July,  paid  off  the  scouts,  and  paid  for  all  their 
horses  and  equipment.  I  am  at  present  waiting  for  replies  to  correspondence  with 
the  Militia  Department  in  reference  to  some  claims  which  the  teamsters  and  scouts 
have  against  the  Grovernment. 

During  the  whole  of  the  operations  of  the  Alberta  field  force  the  Mounted 
Police  with  it  behaved  in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  and  elicited  the  admiration 
of  General  Strange  and  all  the  militia  officers. 

I  beg  most  respectfully  to  recommend  to  yoor  favorable  notice  Begimental  No. 
333,  Sergeant  Fury;  643,  Constable  McDonnell  ;  716,  Oonstable  McBae;  623, 
Ooostable  Davidson,  A.  L. ;  590,  Ck>nstable  Bell,  S.  G. ;  649,  Oonstable  McMinn, 
W.  B. ;  and  704,  Constable  Kerr,  P.  All  but  the  last  of  the  constables  above- 
mentioned  performed  the  duties  of  non-commissioned  officers  to  the  soouts 
w  satisfactorily,  and  are  able  to  do  the  work  of  either  corporal  or  sergeant. 
They  have,  owing  to  their  experience  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway, 
•become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  proper  way  of  doing  their  duty  as  constables. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  they  are  collectively  the  best  body  of  men  I  have  ever 
had  anything  to  do  with. 

Sergeant  Fury  and  Constable  McBae  were  wounded,  the  former  at  Loon  Lake 
-and  the  other  at  Frenchman's  Butte.    They  are  unable  to  do  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

aKSTBELB, 

StgperintmdenU 
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APPENDIX    P. 

EBPOBT  OF  INSPfiOTOR  PBERT,  NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

19th  August,  1886. 

Lieat-Colonel  A  O.  Ibvinb, 

Commiasioner  North- West  Moanted  Police, 
Begina. 

Sib, — 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yoa  the  following  report,  on  the  work  per* 
formed  daring  the  recent  troubles  in  the  North-WestHbj  the  detachment  of  "0" 
divimon,  North- West  Moanted  Police,  under  my  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Hth  of  April  I  was  ordered  by  Superintendent  Cotton 
to  prooeed  with  a  detachment  of  '<  G  *'  division  and  a  9-pr.  M.  L.  B.  gan  to  Calgary, 
and  report,  for  duty,  to  Major  General  Strange,  commanding  Alberta  field  force. 

The  ''  marching  out "  was  as  follows : — 

Officers 1  Officers'  chargers 2 

Non-com.  officers  and  con-  Troop 17 

stable 20  Artillery 12 

Teamsters  (civil) 3  Transport 12 

Total 24  Total 43 

The  following  quantities  of  ammunition '^were  taken : — 

150  rounds  gun  ammunition.  '  , 

6,000    do       Winchester  ammunition.  ^'^t* 

1,000    do       revolver  do 

Baggage  and  camp  equipment  were  limited  to  76  lbs.  per  man« 
The  detachment  marched  on  the  18th  April,  and  arrived  at  Calgary  on  the  21st» 
a  distance  of  105  miles  in  three  and  a-half  days. 

I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  G-eneral  Strange  had  marched  on  Edmonton.    Writ- 
ten orders  were  left,  directing  me  to  join  the  second  column,  which  was  ordered  to 
leave  in  a  few  days.    By  General  Orders  I  was  created  a  major  in  the  Canadian 
nilitia,  and  placed  in  command  of  this  column. 
Is  was  composed  as  follows : — 

Men.       Horses. 

North-West  Mounted  Police  and  one  9.pr 24         49 

6ddi  Battalion,  Canadian  militia •••.       160  1 

Transport « 68        176 

Total J42        226 

The  column  marched  from  Calgary  on  23rd  April  en  route  for  Edmonton.  Bed 
Deer  Biver,  103  miles  from  Calgary,  was  reached  on  28th  April.  The  march  had 
been  delayed  by  severe  storms  of  rain  and  snow.  The  trail,  heavy  at  all  times,  and 
cat  up  by  the  transport  which  preceded  us,  was  most  difficult. 

I  found  the  Bed  Deer  Biver  impassable.    The  column  under  General  Strange 
had  forded  it  twenty-four  hours  before  with  ease.    Owing  to  the  very  heavy  rains 
it  had  risen  rapidly,  and  was  now  at  high  water. 
8a*6i 
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It  was  folly  260  yards  wide,  with  a  current  of  five  and  a-half  miles  per  hour. 

The  only  means  of  orossing  was  a  small  skiff  carryin|^  about  six  persons.  A  ferry 
boat,  which  was  in  use  the  previous  year,  had  been  earned  away  and  broken  np  1^ 
tilie  ice  daring  the  spring  freshets. 

I  determined  to  effect  the  crossing  by  a  swinging  raft. 

By  means  of  the  small  skiff  I  threw  over  a  strong  advance  gnard,  also  a  wort 
ing  party.  Knowing  the  nncertainty  of  snocessf^lly  crossing  witn  a  raft  in  the  very 
swift  current,  I  arranged  to  bnild  a  new  ferry.  The  owner  represented  that  be  had 
all  the  necessary  material.  Teams  were  despatched  down  the  river  to  recover  any 
portions  of  the  old  boat  which  conld  be  fonnd ;  also,  to  haul  np^  the  new  material 
required.  This  lumber  was  at  a  saw  mill  owned  by  a  half-breed,  and  was  some  eij^t 
miles  below  the  ford.    Fatigue  parties  were  employed  to  build  the  raft 

Heavy  square  timbers  were  lying  close  at  hand.  These  were  utilized,  audio  two 
hours  a  very  strong  raft,  capable  of  carrying  six  tons,  was  coostructed.  On  this, 
guui  gun-carriage,  ammunition  and  harness  were  placed.  In  the  meantime,  a  rope, 
some  1,200  feet  long,  was  carried  across.  This  rope  was  made  by  tying  the  picket- 
ing roms  for  the  horses,  no*others  being  obtainable. 

The  raft,  with  myself.  Lieutenant  S'ormandeau,  65th  Segiment,  and  the  got 
detachment  on  board,  was  swung  into  the  stream.  It  crossed  over  rapidly  towitfds 
the  north  bank,  but  when  nearing  it  the  rope  was  broken  by  binding  round  the  tree 
from  which  it  was  being  paid  off.  We  rapidly  drifted  down  the  steam,  running  away 
firom  Hie  shore  to  the  south  bank.  Aided  by  Oonstable  Diamond,  N.W.M.P.,  I  aac- 
oeeded  in  landing  a  rope  and  attaching  it  to  a  tree.  But  the  raft  was  goiog  too 
quickly  to  be  checked,  and  the  rope  broke.  About  three  miles  down  it  was  <&iveD 
into  the  bank  by  the  current,  and  striking  an  eddy,  opportunity  was  afforded  for 
landing  a  strong  2*inch  rope,  which  firmly  secured  it  The  landing  was  under  a 
''  cut  Mink  **  30  feet  high.  Up  this,  gun,  carriage  and  ammunition  were  hauled,  with 
great  labor,  by  the  men  of  the  detachment  on  board. 

To  bring  them  back  to  the  "  crossing,"  a  detour  of  about  six  miles  had  to  be 
made,  around  a  large  swamp,  and  a  new  road  over  a  mile  in  length  was  cut  tlirongh 
m  heavy  wood. 

Waggons  and  earts  were  taken  to  pieces  and  ferried  over  in  part  to  carry  ammiH 
nition  ba^    The  horses  were  crossed  by  swimming. 

In  consequence  of  a  communication  from  General  Strange,  received  that  evening, 
in  which  I  was  warned  of  war  parties  lurking  about  watching  oar  movements^  1 
determined  to  cross  over  the  66th  Begiment  to  nirnish  a  strong  covering  party.  With 
the  small  skiff  alone  the  regiment,  together  with  its  baggage,  camp  equipment  and 
supplies,  was  crossed  over  during  the  night.  This,  owing  to  the  darkness,  was  vwy 
dangerous,  but  was  accomplished  without  a  single  accident. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  teams  which  had  been  despatched  for  lumber  returned 
empty.  The  teamsters  informed  me  that  the  owner  refused  to  let  his  lumber  be 
taken.  I  despatched  Corporal  Harper  with  an  escort  of  North-West  Mounted  Polioe 
to  inform  this  man  that  I  would  be  oompelled  to  take  his  lumber  by  force.  Corporal 
Harper  returned  towards  daylight  with  a  message  that  the  lumber  could  be  obtained. 
It  had  been  refused,  owing  to  a  dispute  between  the  ferryman  and  the  owner  of  the 
lumber.  Teasos  were  again  sent  without  delay.  They  returned  late  in  the  afternoon 
on  Wednesday  the  same  day.  The  construction  of  the  ferry  boat  was  at  once  und6^ 
taken. 

Soldiers  and  teamsters  worked  willingly.  Construction  went  on  all  night,  and 
.the  boat  was  ready  to  launch  the  next  afternoon.  In  the  meantime,  the  cable  which 
was  lying  along  the  north  bank  was  crossed  over,  anchored  and  stretched.  A  trial 
trip  was  made  twenty-four  hours  after  commencement  of  the  boat 

The  construetion  of  this  ferry-boat  was  one  of  the  utmost  importance.    It  com- 

Jleted  the  line  of  commuuieation  between  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  and  obviated  any 
elay  to  the  column  following. 

A  rapid  march  was  made  on  to  Edmonton,  which  was  reached  in  three  and 
H-balf  days,  a  distance  of  105  miles  firom  the  Bed  Deor  Biver. 
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Thirteen  days  were  occapied  in  marohing  from  Calgary  to  Edmonton,  four  and 
•-lalf  dayp  were  loBt  in  oroBSing  the  Red  Deer  Biver,  so  that  the  marohing  days  were 
eight  pnd  a-half,  an  average  of  twenty-four  miles  per  day. 

The  greater  part  of  the  distance  was  done  by  the  65th  Segiment  on  fbot.  Boads 
were  difficalt  in  the  extreme,  and  weather  very  wet  and  oold.  Gonsideriafi^the  state 
<^the  roadfii,  the  bad  weather,  and  the  difficalty  in  crossing  the  Bed  Deer  Biver,  the 
time  made  was  very  good. 

The  duties  performed  by  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  were  very  onerans* 
Being  the  only  mounted  men,  on  them  fell  the  scouting  and  courier  work,  also  night 
guards  to  the  herd  of  transport  horses.  From  the  Bed  Deer  to  Bdmonton  an  attempt 
to  cut  off  the  column  was  expected  by  General  Strange,  so  that  the  scouting  and 
advance  duties  became  dangerous.  Their  experience  in  the  country  enabled  them  to 
perform  their  duties  most  satisfactorilv,  as  the  success  of  the  march  amply  proves. 

On  arrival  at  Edmonton  I  handed  over  the  column  to  General  Strange,  who 
was  good  enough  to  compliment  mc  on  the  march  made. 

Hy  detachment  of  North-West  Mounted  Police  was  posted  in  order  to  take  up 
the  duties  of  horse  artillery,  the  mounted  men  to  form  the  cavalry  escort.  Six  men 
from  the  Winnipeg  Light  Infantry  Battalion  were  attached  as  part  of  the  gun  detach- 
ment. These  men  were  untrained.  During  the  delay  which  occurred  at  Bdmonton 
their  training  was  gone  on  with. 

The  opportunity  was  also  taken  of  testing  the  gun  ammunition  which  had  been 
brought  up  with  the  first  North-West  Mounted  Police  expedition,  in  1874.  It  was 
found  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 

The  advance  on  Fort  Pitt  was  commenced  on  14th  May.  Part  of  the  force  pro* 
•oeedinfit  by  trail  and  the  remainder  by  barge  down  the  North  Saskatchewan  Biver.      ^ 

The  detachment  under  my  command  was  divided  up.  Sergeant  Lrwin,  with 
eleven  men,  was  sent  in  charge  of  the  'troop  and  headquarter  stiSf  horses  as  far  as 
Tioioria.    The  remainder,  with  the  gun,  was  placed  on  ooard  a  scow. 

At  Fort  Saskatchewan  an  old  ferry  scow  was  obtained,  on  which  six  gun  horsea, 
which  had  been  taken  down  by  land^  were  placed. 

When  twenty  miles  from  Victoria  this  scow  sank,  owing  to  the  leaks  and 
ineffective  pomp.  Without  assistance,  my  men  succeeded  in  rescuing  the  horses  and 
floating  the  scow. 

It  was  not  considered  safe  to  again  place  the  horses  on  board,  so  they  were  ridden 
in  to  Yictoria. 

At  Victoria  the  whole  detachment  joined.  Some  three  days  delay  occurred  here. 

From  here  on  to  Fort  Pitt  the  advance  was  made  by  land,  part  of  the  infantry, 
on]y,  going  by  barge  down  the  river. 

i^  far  as  Saddle  Lake,  thirty-five  miles,  my  detachment,  being  the  only  mounted 
mcD,  formed  the  advance  guard.  From  this  point  on  to  Frog  Lake  and  Port  Pitt 
the  advance  was  made  by  forced  marches,  as  information  of  Sie  enemy  had  been 
brought.    From  Frog  Lake  in  to  Port  Pitt^  thirty-five  miles,  was  made  in  one  day. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  the  body  of  Constable  Cowan,  N.  W.  M.  P.  who 
had  been  killed  during  the  seige  of  Fort  Pitt  by  Big  Bear*s  baud,  was  discovered. 
It  was  lying  in  the  open  prairie,  on  the  rising  ground  to  the  north  west  of  the 
fert    The  body  of  his  horse  was  close  at  hand. 

Constable  Cowan's  body  had  suffered  several  indgnities.  It  was  taken  charge 
of  and  buried  the  following  day  with  military  honors.  The  Mounted  Police  and 
Cavalry  attended,  under  command  of  Superintendent  Steele.  Service  was  read  by 
the  Bev.  Canon  McKay. 

A  neat  willow  fence  was  erected  around  the  poor  fellow's  grave  by  his  comradee. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  26th  May,  General  Strange  determined  to  discover  the 
whereabouts  of  Big  Bear  by  reconnaissances  in  force. 

Superintendant  Steele,  with  the  force  under  his  oommand,  was  despatched  to 
search  the  country  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  on 
the  south  side.  ,My  instructions  were  to  travel  directly  south  as  far  as  Battle  Biver» 
then  to  circle  around  to  the  east  and  return  to  Fort  Pitt.    I  was  also  to  establish 
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«ommanioation  with  Battleford,  if  I  found  it  possible.  This  wm  oonsidered  donbtfiil^ 
as  no  information  relative  to  the  position  of  Poandmaker  and  his  Indians  had  been, 
vaoeiyedy  and  it  was  supposed  he  and  Big  Bear  wonld  attempt,  if  they  had  not  already^ 
done  so,  to  form  a  junction. 

My  force  consisted  of  seventeen  from  my  detachment  and  five  scouts,  two  of 
whom  were  volunteers,  the  Bev.  John  MaoDouffall  and  Canon  McKay.  The  Bev.  W«. 
P.  McKeniieitctin^  ehaplain,  also  accompanied  me  as  a  volunteer. 

The  riv«r,  which  is  400  yards  wide,  and  very  rapid,  was  crossed  aii  dark. 

Horses  were  loaded  on  barges  and  rowed  across. 

The  south  bank  was  reached  without  mishap. 

Nothing  was  carried  on  the  horses,  except  four  days'  light  rations  and  100  rounds 
Winchester  ammunition  and  great  coats.  A.  heavy  rain  fell  the  whole  nicht.  No 
halt  was  made  till  near  daylight.  Battle  Biver  was  reached  about  noon,witnout  any 
trace  of  the  enemy  being  seen. 

Following  the  general  direction  of  that  riv^r,  I  proceeded  eastwards.  The  scouts 
leiDg  thrown  out  covered  a  wide  extent  of  country.  Only  short  halts  were  made- 
that  day  and  following  night.  I  travelled  with  extreme  caution  as  I  was  a  long  dis- 
tance from  Pitt^^  uncertain  as  to  communication  with  Battleford,  and  expecting  any 
moment  to  fall  in  with  the  enemy.    After  a  very  tiyjng  and  severe  night's  ride  m. 

Joint  twenty  miles  from  Battleford  was  reached  on  Thursday  at  daybreak.    I  here 
alted  to  rest  my  horses,  having  determined  to  communicate  with  B&ttleford. 

Shortly  afterwards  an  Indian  appeared,  whom  we  found  to  be  the  bearer  of  m. 
nsBsage  from  General  Middieton  to  Big  Bear,  informing  him  that  Pound  maker  and 
fiiel  had  surrendered.  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Battleford  and  reported  my 
arrival  to  General  Middieton.  I  informed  him  of  my  reconnaissance,  which  showed 
that  Big  Bear  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

The  ride  from  Port  Pitt  to  Battleford,  distant  IBO  miles  (the  way  travelled),  was 
accomplished  in  thirty-six  hours,  and  without  a  single  horse  giving  out. 

On  my  representations,  supplies  for  General  Strange's  column  were  sent  up  by 
steamer  ''North- West,"  and  I  returned  with  my  force  on  this  steamer,  where,  within 
fifty  miles  of  Fort  Pitt,  a  messenger  was  met  in  a  small  boat, who  informed  mo  of  the 
engagement  with  Big  Bear  on  28th  May.  I  at  once  landed  my  force  on  south  bank 
and  proceeded  to  Fort  Pitt  by  land.  The  steamer  "  North- West "  reiurned  to  Battle- 
ford for  reinforcements. 

The  start,  was  made  at  AHO  p.m.  Saturday,  and  Fort  Pitt  reach^  next  morning 
at  6.  This  ride  wa?  a  trying  one ;  men  and  horses  were  fatigued  with  the  heavy  ride 
they  had  already  undergone,  the  movements  of  the  Indians  were  uncertain  and  with 
the  small  force  I  had  no  attack  in  force  could  be  withstood,  nor  retreat  made,  as 
horses  were  too  tired.  Add  to  this  the  heavy,  cold  rain  which  fell  all  night,  and  the 
passage  of  a  swampy  lake,  over  200  yards  wide,  through  which  the  men  had  to 
wade  waist  deep,  leading  their  horses,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ride  was  a  very 
harassing  one.  A  halt  was  made  at  Fort  Pitt  for  several  hours,  and  I  then  marchea 
on  and  joined  General  Strange,  who  was  encamped  six  miles  down  the  river.  He 
expressed  himself  as  well  satisfied  with  the  reconnaissance,  and  fully  appreciated  the 
hardships  the  men  had  endured.  He  informed  me  that  in  his  engagement  of  the  28th 
May,  at  Frenchman's  butte,  the  gun  had  been  of  the  t^reatest  service.  Ho  praised  in 
the  highest  terms  the  manner  in  which  the  gun  was  served  by  Sergeant  O'Connor, 
N.W  M.  P.  and  the  detachment,  and  admired  their  coolness  and  steadiness  under 
ilre.  Excellent  practice  was  made.  This  was  most  gratifying,  as  part  of  the  gun 
detachment  had  been  but  a  short  time  under  training. 

Twenty-two  rounds  of  common  and  shrapnel  shell  were  fired  in  that  engagement, 
and  in  the  skirmish  of  the  previous  day. 

On  Monday,  3rd  Jane,  the  whole  force  moved  forward,  and  occupied  the  position 
which  had  been  defended  by  Big  Bear,  who  was  now  in  full  retreat. 

From  this  Point  the  force  moved  to  Beaver  River,  eighty  miles  distant,  in  three 
and  a-half  days.  The  trail  was  most  difficult,  the  gun  sinking  frequently  to  the 
naxleS)  and  was  only  extricated  by  exhausting  effbrts  on  part  of  horses  and  men.    The 
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hat  twelve  milee  into  the  Hadson  Bay  poet,  at  Beaver  Biver,  was  covered  at  nights 
The  trail  led  over  an  almost  oontinaons  miiakeg,  and  gave  scope  for  die  epiendicl. 
driving  of  the  artillery  drivers,  and* the  magnificent  strength  of  the  gon  horses.  In 
one  place  the  trail  passed  over  the  end  of  a  marshy  lake,  about  qaarter  of  a  mil» 
wide.  The  gan  was  ^dismounted  and  it  and  the  ammnnition  haoled  over  in  torn  in 
waggonii,by  our  men  and  the  whole  of  the  66th  Battalion,  the  officers  and  men  of 
which  were  alwajrs  ready  to  assist  *'  0  "  troop. 

The  force  encamped  at  Beaver  Biver  till  26th  Jane,  when  the  return  maroh  wa» 
commenced.  Fort  FItt  was  reached  in  three  days— distance,  ninety-two  miles,  vid 
Saskatchewan  Landing. 

On  29th  June  the  detachment  was  ordered  to  return  to  Fort  McLeod,  and  wa» 
atrnck  off  the  strength  of  the  Alberta  field  force,  which  was  aboat  to  be  disbanded^ 

The  following  order  was  published  : — 

Diviiitmal  Orders  by  Major-Qmeral  Strange^  Commanding  Albarta  Field  Force. 

Fort  Pitt,  28th  Jnne,  1886. 

The  detachment  of  North- West  Mounted  Police  vnier  the  command  of  Major 
Ftoy,  with  the  9-pr.  gun,  will  join  Colonel  Herchmer's  Ibrce  to-morrow  mornings 
and  nroceed  by  roate  march  to  Battleford. 

JCftjor-General  Strange,  in  relinqaishing  the  command  of  thedetaohment  of  0  ** 
division,  North- West  Mounted  Police,  under  command  of  Major  Perry,  has  to  thank 
them  for  their  valuable  services  and  invariably  excellent  conduct.  He  has  never  com* 
Banded  better  soldiers.  Their  double  duties  as  horse  artillery  and,when  required,  scout 
cavalry,  have  been  performed  to  his  entire  satisfhction.  In  bringing  a  9  pr.  gun 
from  Fort  MoLeod  to  Beaver  Btver,  through  most  difficult  country,  including  the 
passage  of  the  Bed  Deer  Biver,  the  march  of  some  800  miles,  with  every  horse  and 
man  in  his  place,  reflects  great  credit,  not  only  on  Major  Perry,  but  on  every  noii> 
commiBsioned  officer  and  man.  That  nnn  was  mainly  instrumental  in  demoralizinjp 
the  band  ot  Big  Bear  on  28th  May,  at  Frenchman's  Butte.  ^The  opening  <n 
communication  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Battleford  by  this  small  detachment  entailed  hard* 
ships  cheerfully  endured. 

Major*€^ era!  Strange  especially  recognized  the  ably  conducted  march  of  the 
left  wing  of  the  65th  Begiment,  under  Major  Perrv's  command,  which  he  has  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Comptroller  of  Police ;  as  alsb  the  names  of  Sergeant-Major  Irwin, 
Staff  Sergeant  Homer,  and  Serjeant  O^Conoor. 

Hajor«G^neraI  Strange  wishes  his  thanks  to  be  conveyed  to  Major  Cotton,  N.  W« 
M.  P.,  for  the  selection  he  made  of  an  officer  and  men  of  whom  he  may  feel  proud» 
In  parting  with  this  detachment  of  North- West  Mounted  Police,  he  wishes  them 
every  success  and  happiness. 

By  order. 

C.  H.  DALE,  Major, 

Brigade  Major. 

I  attach  herewith  to  this  report  a  nominal  roll  of  the  non-commissioned  officem 
tad  constables  of  the  detachment ;  also  an  itinerary  of  the  March. 

The  to'al  distance  marched  from  Fort  McTjeod  to  Bdmonton,  Fort  Pitt  and  back 
to  Fort  McLeod,  was  1,3^8  miles.  The  dintance  marched,  until  dismissal  irom  the 
Alberta  field  force  on  the  28th  June,  was  928  miles  in  thirly-eight  marching  days,  an 
average  per  day  of  twenty-four  miles.  This  aocomplished,  hauling  a  gan  weighing 
38  owt,  over  roads  sometimes  nearly  impassable,  without  the  loss  of  a  horse,  showa 
great  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  meo.  Frequently  the  gun  was  dismounted 
mm,  its  carriage  and  carried  out  of  .sloughs  in  which  horses  were  mired. 

Add  to  this  the  constant  duties  ot  guards^  picquets,  patrols,  &o.,  which  fell  ^ 
eq>ecially  heavy  on  such  a  small  independent  command  as  mine,  it  will  be  found  ' 
ihk%  the  detachment  of  North-West  Mounted  Police  under  my  command  has  borne^ 
cot  the  reputation  for  energy,  pluck  and  endurance  which  has  been  carried  b^  the 
Korth-West  Mounted  Pohce  force  daring  many  years  of  long  and  trying  service  iii> 
the  North- West  Territories. 
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T  would  especiftlly  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  the  names  of  Sergeant  Irwin, 
Staff-Sergeant  Homer,  Sergeant  O*0onner,  GonBtoble  Diamond,  whom  I  have  men- 
tioned as  having  swam  ashore  from  the  raft  in  the  crossing  of  the  Bed  Deer  River. 

Constable  Parker  and  Constable  Ward,  who  were  the  artillery  drivers.  These 
men  frequently  elicited  praise  from  General  Strange  for  their  splendid  driving. 

In  condading  my  report^  I  would  refer  briefly  to  the  work  accomplished  t>7  tbe 
Alberta  field  force,  of  which  the  detachment  nnder  my  command  formed  a  pari. 

Previous  to  its  advance  ali  the  settlements  between  Calgary  and  BdmoDtoD, 
jmd  Edmonton  and  Fort  Pitt^  had  been  raided.  Edmonton  alone  had  escaped.  The 
people  of  that  place  jastly  feared  an  uprising  of  all  the  Indians  of  the  district.  A 
Aorrible  massacre  of  white  people  had  been  committed  by  Indians  at  Frog  Lake,  Bad 
•ome  thirty  white  prisoners  were  in  their  hands. 

'I  he  advance  of  the  Alberta  field  force  overawed  the  Indians  of  the  Bdmocton 
distriut,  and  prevented  them  from  joining  the  enemy,  which  would  have  greatiy 
■angumented  the  number  and  rendered  the  troubles  more  serious. 

Confidence  was  restored  in  the  district,  and  settlers  returned  to  their  homes, 
which  they  had  abandoned. 

The  force  engaged  Big  Bear  and  his  band  in  a  strongly  entrenched  position  at 
Frenchman's  Butte.  In  consequence  of  this  engagement^  the  Indianb  scattered  and 
eleven  prisoners  were  released. 

SuDseqoently,  Big  Bear  and  the  Indians  remaining  with  him  were  attacked  by 
the  scout  cavalry  under  Superintendent  Steele,  at  Loon  Lake,  on  the  Srd  June.  The 
Indians  were  thoroughly  demoralized  and  broken  up;  many  of  them  surrendered  and 
4dl  the  white  prisoners  were  released. 

This  work  was  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  but  six  wounded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A  BOWBN  PEBET, 
Superintendent  North  West  Mounted  PoKee. 

JTomNAL  Boll  oY  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Men  of  ^'C"   Division,  iwder 
command  of  Inspector  A.  Bowen  Perry,  attached  to  Alberta  Field  Force* 


Rank. 

Name. 

Remarks^ 

Buff^rgtant 

Horner,  H.^^.. 

Irwin,  W,  H ... 

O'Connor,  W...^^ 

Harper,  ▲.  E  • , 

Appointed  Aeting  Sergeant-Major  during  oamp^gn. 
In  engagement  at  Little  Red  Deer  Rirer,  28th  May. 
Appointed  Acting  Sergeant  during  campaign. 

CorDoral 

do 

Aotinff  OorDoral 

Boeder,  E -... 

Green - 

Alexander ••.•••• 

Blake,  G.  A....- 

Blake.  Q.  Q ••...... 

Constable 

uO         •••». •  

Brown..  ..•••••••••••• 

In  engagement  at  Little  Red  Deer  Rirer,  28th  May. 

Diamond •••••.•.••••.• 

Dodaworth . .  ...••••••  •.— .. 

^0         „ ,.,„... 

do                     do                      do 

do                    ..•••.•        •••  M... 

MoOartb/  •m. 

llayer8...*.«..M.  •••••  •••••• 

Parker.. ^ 

Piokard  ..•••mm  ...... -m.. 

oaone  •••«..«.•.••...••.•••••. 

WalBB  —•••••%  •••••M**  •••••• 

Ward M.  ...... 

do        

do                      do                      do 

do      

UO                   •••••MM  ••••••••• 

do 

do       

do       • ••• 

do                      do                      do 

19th  Angost,  1880. 


A  BOW  BIN  PKBR?. 

Superintendent  JVI-  W.  M.  A 
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Itdterabt  of  March  macU  by  deUohment  of  '^0"  Division,  under  oommand  of 
Inspeotor  A.  Bowen  Ferry,  during  the  recent  tronUee  in  the  North- Wast. 


Date. 


LoeaUty. 


Milet 
ptrDaj. 


TolaL 


April  18.. 

«o  le... 

do  21... 

do  22... 

do  23... 

do  24.^ 

do  26... 

do  26... 

do  n^ 

do   28... 

do  3... 

do  4^ 

do  f... 

do  6... 

do  U.. 

do  U... 

do  15.. 

do  16^ 

do  19... 
do  20. 

4o  21. 
do  22^ 
do  2S... 
do|24^ 

do  26... 
do  26... 
do  28„. 

do  ao... 

do  81^ 

Jqm  1... 

do  2., 

do  8.. 

do  4... 

do  6... 

do  6... 

do  8.. 


>■»»•  f  »»>•>■  ••••••  M***! 


#»»»»»»•  .«••••«••  ••.! 


•  ••*.••••  41 


*••••#•••  . 


Left  Fort  MeLeod  to  Oalfary 

Alt    ftMll#.M....M  M.«*M««.....M« 

oO       ...... «...——  ..—».♦<»  I 

<tt*riTe(i  a§  \jtkifpkKj  ••••••»••  •.#••••••  ...••••••  ••#••••••  .i 

OelftTod  at  Oalgaiy. 

Left  Oalgary  en  nuU  to  Bdmonton 

AvW  ^WVH0 •......»•  ...••.•••  .*.••••.•  .».««■»».  ••••••••«  .••*••.•( 

do 
do 
do 

Airiyed  at  Bed  Deer  RiTer..«.^^.«. 

Delayed  4l  dayt  eflbdtog  a  orofdng  of  the  rirer. 

Bn  route  to  Sdmontoii 

do 

do 

do 

Arrired  at  Bdmonton 

Delajed  at  Sdmonton  7  daji. 
Left  Bdmonton  $n  rouU  to  Fort  Pitt 
En  romU^^ ..^ ^ 

QO   •..•••  »■«■». ...».»«»  .••••.«••  •••••••••  .1 

AriiTed  at  Yietoria...-.^ .— .^..  — ... . 

Delayed  at  Yietoria  8  dajt. 
Left  Victoria  ««  romU  to  fort  Pitt.... 
ArriTed  at  Saddle  Lake..... 

AM  ^01fl#. ....•.•.  •...••...  M...C. 

Uw  ••«...»••  ...a..  .........  •. 

Ao  ^.  <~   .....M^.M^..^ 

ArriTed  at  Frog  Lake.. ^.«.......  .................. 

QO  JFOr*    J;  1m.  •*.......  .*....•.«  M.......  ......  .  ...*....  .....«« 

Left  Fort  Pitt  on  reoonnaiaianee  to  Battleford. 
ArriT^d  at  BattlefMd..... ••.....•  .•.,..•..  .••.•..M.....M.. 

Delayed  in  Battleford  1  day. 
Left  Batfleford  by  iteamer  and  landed  60  rnUee  from  Fort  Pitt 

at  4:80  p.m. 
Arrived  at  Port  Pitt  4  a.m. 

After  Kg  Bear'i  band , 

In  oamp. 

Left  en  nmis  to  Bearer  Birer. 

Sn  rctUe ...•.......«•.••......•..  ••^ ..>... 

Marched  to  Beaver  Rlyer, arriring  at  6  a.m.  7th  Jnne...............^ 

lo  oamp  on  xiTer..*..  ......•••...... .................  ......... .«.«...«. .«.•.«.«.•.) 


82 

20 
30 
26 


9 
20 
22 

16 
26 
10 


6 
28 

30 
30 
10 


4 
26 
27 
22 


>•  •••*••  •*—•*  •••—  » 


13 
22 


les 


108 


ie« 


»...  M.M.     < 


do  26. 
do  26... 
do  27.. 


Encamped  on  Bearer  Birer  till  26th  Jane. 


Bn  route  io  Saskatchewan  Landing  . 
do      Fort  Pitt 


M*.  ...a*.  .*.#«•  ......  • 


On  29th  Jnne  detachment  wa6  ordered  to  retnm  to  Fort  Mo- 
iLeod. 

Total  diftanoe  marched  to  Jnne  29,  1886—38  marching  dayi< 

Arerage  march  per  day,  24  miles. 
DifUnce  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Fort  McLeod  tM  Bataeford  to  Swift 

Oorrent  and  Calgary  to  McLeod..... .••« 

Total  march  made...... 


16 
26 
21 
20 

"86 

180 


60 
7 


26 
28 

80 
10 


86 
22 
36 


•m——  ............ 


86 

18a 


8oa 


i,aoa 


19th  Angoat,  1886. 


A.  BOWBN  PBBBT. 

SuperintmdeiU  N.-W.  M.  P. 
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APPENDIX  G. 
BBPOBTOPINSPBOTOBQRIBSBAOH,  NOBTH-WBST  MOUNTED  PbLIGR 

FOET  SA8KAT0H1WAN,   10th  AogOBty  1885. 

BoLy — In  aocordanoe  with  a  telegram  received  this  day  from  SaperintendMit 
Herchmer,  directiDg  me  to  report  od  the  servioes  rendered  by  the  detachment  ondalr 
my  command  during  the  recent  troubles,  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : — 

On  the  18th  March  I  received  news  that  the  half-breeds  either  bad  or  were  aboni 
totaKe  up  arms,and  also  that  the  Indians  were  very  aneasy  and  saaoy.  Immediately  i^ 
▼ery  anxions  feeling  became  prevalent  throngh  the  settlement,  and  I  took  steps  to 
find  oat  what  arms  were  available  and  what  amount  of  ammunition  was  in  th» 
flettlemont.  I  also  swore  in  some  specials,  employed  and  sent  out  in  various  diirections 
aeonts  to  observe  the  Indians  and  bring  in  Information  as  to  what  they  were  likely 
to  do. 

In  the  meantime  the  telegraph  line  was  cut  and  all  communication  ceased ; 
bot  on  the  Tth  April  a  courier  arrived  with  new  information  that  the  Indiana  at 
Frog  Lake  had  risen  and  had  murdered  several  whites. 

1  immediately  took  step  to  have  Port  Saskatchewan  placed  in  a  state  of 
defence.  Directed  four  bastions  to  be  built  and  a  well  to  be  dug ;  collected  in  all 
available  men  to  work  on  the  defences  and  assist  in  defending  the  post  if  necessary^ 
telling  them  at  the  same  time  that  they  could  bring  in  their  wives  and  famiiies,  and 
such  of  their  valuables  as  would  not  interfere  with  the  defence. 

My  detachment  and  these  men  went  to  work  with  a  will,  and  on  the  night  <tfth» 
12th  the  fort  was  in  a  condition  to  be  defended.  I  also  made  arrangements  to  obtaim 
provisions  to  sustain  a  large  number  of  people,  and  also  purchased  ammunition  and 
bad  cartridges  prepared  for  the  yarious  kind  of  arms  in  possession  of  the  settlers.  Aa 
the  news  brought  m  by  scouts  and  others  became  more  alarming,  the  settlelrs,  with 
their  families,  from  long  distances,  fled  to  the  fort  and  received  protection,  and  as 
they  were  mostly  all  destitute,  also  food.  On  the  night  of  the  12th  of  April  I  had 
in  my  fort  seventy*nine  women  and  children  and  about  thirty  men  armed  with  guns 
€f  various  descriptions,  Most  of  these  people  remained  in  the  fort  until  the  arrival 
eithe  troops. 

This  is  a  short  statement  of  what  was  done  at  Fort  Saskatchewan.  The  same 
night  the  news  arrived  (after  taking  the  above  steps)  1  proceeded  to  Edmonton, 
where  I  found  the  citizens  assembled  at  a  meeting,  and  much  excited.  They  asked  m» 
what  should  be  done,  and  I  answered  them  shortly  to  the  effect — 

1st.  That  there  was  but  one  defendable  point,  and  that  was  the  Hudson  Bay 
fort,  in  which  they  and  their  families  could  take  refuge. 

2nd.  That  there  were  in  the  Hudson  Bay  fort  thirty-five  stand  of  Bnfield  riflles, 
with  500  rounds  of  ball  cartridges,  and  also  caps,  all  of  which  the  officer  in  charge 
would  lend  me. 

3rd.  That  as  they  had  a  company  of  volonteers,  with  elected  officers,  already, 
enrolled,  but  not  accepted  by  the  Militia  Department,  I  would  take  upon  myself 
the  responsibility  of  arming  and  quartering  the  company  in  the  fort.  This  being 
done,  they  would  then  have  a  place  where  they  could,  with  their  wives  and  familiea^ 
come  for  safety.  This  plan  of  mine  met  with  some  opposition,  bot  the  next  day 
the  company  was  armed,  quartered,  rationed  and  placed  on  duty,  under  the  command 
of  mn  ex-major  of  the  militia  as  captain.    On  the  night  of  the  7th  I  dispatched  m 
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courier  to  Oalgary,  asking  for  troops  and  arms  to  he  sent  forward  as  soon  as  possible. 
Attar  getting  the  company  In  barracks  I  directed  the  captain  to  haye  the  stockade 
repairSl  and  rebuilt  along  the  front  of  the  Fort,  the  bastiona  looked  to  and  the 
fort  generally  placed  in  as  good  a  state  of  defence  as  possible.  I  also  directed  him 
to  ooUeet  all  the  ammunition  of  all  descriptions  then  in  ttto  stores,  and  place  the  same 
under  giTard  in  the  magazine,  giving  receipts  for  it. 

There  was  in  the  fort  two  brass  4-pr.  gnns.  I  had  these  remounted  on 
strong  trucks,  and  cartridges  made ;  also  case  snot,  which  I  improvised  by  having 
tin  eases  made  to  fit  the  bore,  and  then  filled  them  with  about  ninety  trade  balls, which 
on  trying,  I  found  to  answer  weiLand  these  guns  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  rendered 
good  service  up  to  200  yutis.  All  these  steps  being  taken,  I  notified  the  settlers  and 
oitisens  of  Edmonton  that  they  oould  take  shelter  in  the  fort  when  danger  approached. 
Several  immediately  took  advantage  of  this  and  came  into  the  fort 

Having  thus  done  for  Edmonton,  I  returned  to  Fort  Saskatchewan,' to  look  after 
matttt'S  there. 

I  received  a  requisition  flrom  the  citizens  of  Edmonton,  and  also  a  deputation^, 
asking  me  to  abandon  Fort  Saskatchewan  and  come  with  all  my  force  to  Edmonton 
to  protect  them. 

This,  of  course,  I  declined  to  do,  giving  them  the  following  reasons  : — 

1.  That  I  had  now  in  my  fort  seventy-nine  women  and  children,  whom  I  woald- 
not  abandon. 

2.  That  they  had  actually  a  larger  force  and  more  arms  than  I  had,  as  well  as  m 
stronger  fork. 

3.  That  I,  as  a  soldier,  would  never  abandon  my  fort  unless  I  received  instruotioBe 
from  my  superior  officer  to  do  so,  or  I  was  driven  or  burnt  out. 

This  answer  ended  the  matter,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  although  I  received  a- 
large  amount  of  abuse  for  not  compljring  with  their  wishes. 

Having  done  all  in  my  power  for  the  defence  of  Fort  Saskatchewan  and 
Bdmonton,  I  scoured  the  country  for  many  miles  around  with  scouts  and  patrols,  so  as- 
early  as  possible  to  have  news  of  any  movements  of  tha  enemy. 

The  total  stren^  of  my  detachment  was,  at  the  time,  nineteen  all  told,  of  whom' 
one  man  was  unfit  for  duty. 

On  the  arrival  of  Major-General  Strange  I  reported  to  him.  He,  so  fkr  as  I  know,, 
was  will  satisfied  with  all  I  had  done  and  the  steps  I  had  taken  for  the  defence  of  the 
setttement. 

General  Strange  then  informed  me  I  was  appointed  Major  of  Militia,  and  that  he 
was  sending  a  company  of  infantry  to  assist  in  garrisoning  Fort  Saskatchewan,  thai 
I  should  remain  in  command  of  the  district  after  he  left,  that  I  was  to  raise  as  many 
sooQts  as  I  could  arm,  and  have  charge  of  courier  service,  from  Bed  Deer  Biver  to  the 
front  to  be  kept  open,  and  also  to  provide  a  certain  amountof  transport,  but  as  I  waa 
weak  in  men  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  take  any  firom  me.  He  saw  plainly  that 
there  would  in  all  probability  be  plenty  of  work  for  mounted  men  to  do.  He  therefor* 
ordered  me  to  write  to  the  Department,  and  he  also  wrote  and  telegraphed  himself^ 
asking  that  I  should  receive  reinforcements  of  police,  and  if  that  could  not  be  done  to 
send  me  100  stand  of  arms   (carbines)  and  saddlery. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  of  May  I  received  orders  to  take  command  of  forty  men 
of  the  Alberta  Bifies,  under  Major  Hatton,  taking  with  me  as  many  of  my  own  mea 
as  could  be  spared,  and  to  proceed  to  the  Selvais  settlement,  on  Battle  Bi^er,  and 
there  to  arrest  certain  parties  whom  he  named.  I  reported  to  General  Strange  at 
4  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  he  explained  what  I  was  to  endeavor  to  do^ 
Imt  was  unable  to  give  me  a  man  able  to  point  out  the  men  required.  He  further 
impressed  on  me  the  necessity  of  not  delaying  the  cavalry,  as  he  required  them  at 
the  front.  I  was  unable  to  obtain  a  man  able  to  point  out  the  men  I  wanted » 
imtil  I  arrived  at  Peace  'Hills  farm.  There  I  four.d  a  man  who  could  do  what  I 
required,  but  being  a  half-breed,  ho  was  so  afraid  that  he  refused  to  go,  but  I  com* 
peued  him.  From  what  I  saw  and  learned  on  the  way  I  plainly  discovered  that  I 
should  not  suooeed  in  carrying  out  my  instructiansi  especially  as  I  was  in  receipt  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


w 


«  despatch  from  the  General,  ordering  me  to  retain  at  once.  I  arrived  at  Battle 
Biver,  which,  at  this  point,  ruQS  between  hi^h  banks,  siinilar  to  the  Qa'Appelle  yallo^. 
We  found  an  nnfordaoie  river,  bnt  discovermg  a  boat  I  left  the  cavalry  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  and  crossed  with  ten  men,  and  searched  the  village  for  the  parties 
required.  Although  quite  a  large  settlement  we  only  saw  three  men,  but  numbers 
of  women  and  children.  The  rest  of  the  men  were  lying  in  the  bush,  with  their  rifles 
ready  to  open  fire  if  we  had  succeeded  in  making  an  arrest.  Notfinding  the  parties 
required.  Ire-crossed  the  river,  taking  with  me  three  men,  who  expressed  themselves 
as  being  most  loyaL  I  told  them  what  I  had  come  to  do,  and  that  it  the^  wished  to  be 
loyal  it  was  their  duty  to  give  information  to  the  authorities  of  the  disloyal  doings 
of  others,  so  that  the  guilty  should  be  punished.  They,  of  course,  stated  that  thej 
would  do  so,  but  they  were  evidently  afraid  both  of  me  and  their  own  people.  1 
immediately  left  for  Edmonton,  having  remained  about  six  hours.  Before  leaving 
for  Edmonton  on  this  expedition  the  General  informed  me  that  I  was  to  have  oon^ 
mand  of  the  district  and  all  it  contained  as  soon  as  he  left^  and  he  gave  me  full 
instructions  about  the  principal  matters  he  wished  attended  to.  On  my  return  from 
Battle  Biver  I  found  General  Strange  gone  and  Oolonel  Ouimet  in  command.  I 
also  found  a  letter  from  the  General,  in  which  he  informed  me  that  he  regretted 
to  have  to  cancel  the  order  appointing  me  to  the  command,  but  I  was  still  to  carry 
out,  as  far  as  possible,  the  different  duties  he  wished  performed.  I  therefore,  from 
that  date  until  the  present  time,  have  had  my  hands  ^mll  of  militia  work.  At  the 
present  time  I  am  signing  and  countersigning  vouchers  for  the  General,  and,  in 
fact,  settling  up  matters  as  far  as  possible  at  this  place. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  Blay  I  received  instructions  fromCoL  Ouimettethat 
four  horses  had  been  stolen  from  Papastayo*s  reserve,  and  several  Indians  had  left  their 
reserve,  contrary  to  the  order  of  the  agent<^  He  wished  me  to  proceed  in  pursuit  of 
these  horse  theives  and  Indians  with  as  many  men  of  my  own  as  I  could  take,  and  he 
would  seod  me  a  certain  number  of  the  St.  Albert  Mounted  Bifles,  newly  armed  and 
-equipped  by  him.    These  men  were  to  meet  me  at  such  a  point  as  I  should  name. 

The  party  to  whom  two  of  the  stolen  horses  belonged,  instead  of  coming  and 
giving  information  to  the  police,  went  to  the  fort  at  Edmonton,  and  laid  his  complaint 
before  the  officer  in  command  of  the  company  of  the  65th  Battalion  stationed  there. 
^Hus  officer,  Captain  De  Troismaison,  took  no  steps  in  (he  matter  until  the  return  of 
y^fiis  superior  officer.  Colonel  Ouimet,  who,  also  considering  the  matter,  proposed,  so  I 
have  been  told,  to  send  some  of  the  St.  Albert  Mounted  InfAotrv  bat  ultimately, 
remembering  the  police,  he  wrote  me,  as  above  stated.  I  replied  that  I  would  be  at  a 
certain  named  point  early  next  morning,  where  his  St,  Albert  men  might  meet  me. 
I  started  at  daylight  next  morning,  taking  eight  men  and  one  pack  horse.  On 
my  arrival  at  the  place  of  meeting,  mv  coming  to  which  had  been  delayed  by  one  of 
my  horses  falling  into  a  bad  creek,  I  found  no  one  had  yet  turned  up.  I  Uierefore 
unsaddled  and  rested  the  men  and  horses,  and  waited  for  Uie  St.  Albert  men.  About 
two  hours  afterwards  the  farm  instructor  on  the  Indiaii  reserve  arrived 
I  inquired  whether  he  had  seen  anything  of  the  St.  Albert  men.  He  said  no.  I  then 
said ;  <<  We  have  wasted  valuable  time,  and  I  will  wait  no  longer.  As  it  is,  our  chance 
of  recovering  the  stolen  horses  Is  small ;  they  have  had  too  long  a  start  I  then 
took  up  the  trail,  which  led  through  the  Beaver  Hills.  We  made  the 
best  of  our  way  through  a  dense  wooded  country  full  of  muskeg,  in  which 
the  horses  sank  to  the  belly  every  step.  I  followed  the  trail  for  two  days, 
until  I  came  to  the  open  prairie,  covered  with  short  buffalo  grass.  Near  Uie 
Bald  Hill  we  lost  the  trail  and  could  not  find  it  again.  Before  iosinj^  it  my  guide  told 
me  that  the  horses  were  fully  twelve  hours  ahead,  if  not  more ;  so  this  being  the  case, 
and  my  horses  being  very  tired,  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  go  Airther.  I  then 
turned  my  attention  to  the  Indians  who  had  left  the  reserve,  and  on  my  returning 
found  their  trail,  arrested  and  brought  in  two  headmen,  and  ordered  the  rest  back  to 
the  reserve.  On  my  return  Colonel  Ouimet  directed  me  to  deal  #ith  the  Indians.  I 
did  so,  reprimanding  them,  &c.;  told  thom  that  they  would  be  severely  punished  if 
they  left  the  reserve  again  without  permission.    I  have  no  hesitation  m  saying  that 
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had  the  infarmatdon  been  given  to  me  in  the  first  instance,  the  result  would  have 
been  different. 

The  oondnotof  the  detachment,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  was  all  that  could  be 
wished.  They  worked  hard  at  the  fortifications,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  fought 
as  well,  bad  it  come  to  that. 

I  -Uiink  General  Strange  and  others  will  bear  me  out,  that  it  was  owing  to 
the  Act  that  preparations  for  defence  were  made,  that  Fort  Saskatchewan  was  held, 
and  to  a  firm  front  shown  by  the  few  police  at  this  point,  that  a  general  rising  of 
Indians  and  others  did  not  take  place  (accompanied,  as  it  would  have  been,  in  the 
neighborhood,  haying  so  many  women  and  cnildren,  by  horrors  utimentionable)^ 

Trusting  that  you  will  consider  that  the  small  detachment  of  the  Moanted  Police 
stati(med  here  did  not  fail  in  their  duty, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.H.GSIBSBAOH, 

/iiipector.  Commanding  Poit. 
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APPENDIX  H. 


KEPORT  OP  INSPECTOB  DICKENS,  NORTH- WEST  MOUNTED  POLIOB. 

Battlsforp,  8th  Jane,  188S. 

'To  the  Commifisioner  North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Begina. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  a  report  of  events  that  ocoarred  at  Pitt 
-daring  the  troables  at  and  near  that  place. 

On  the  30th  March  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Indian  agent  at  Battleford, 
Mr.  Bae,  informing  me  that  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  that  the 
Battleford  Indians  were  in  an  ezcited  state,  and  requesting  the  Sab-Indian  agent  at 
Frog  Lake,  the  late  Mr.  L.  Quinn  and  myself,  to  endeavor  to  keep  Big  B^  and 
his  people  from  starting  for  Battleford.  I  sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Qainn  at  once,  advising 
•him  to  come  in  if  he  considered  that  there  was  serious  danger,  and  offering  to 
re-inforce  him  if  he  could  not  come  in.  Mr.  Quinn  replied  that  the  Indians  were 
perfectly  quiet,  and  that  he  felt  perfectly  confident  that  he  could  keep  them  at  Frog 
lAke  by  feeding  them  well  and  treating  them  kindly.  He  said,  however,  that  he 
was  sending  in  Oorporal  Sleigh  and  his  detachment,  as  their  presence  excited  the 
Indians. 

The  next  day  Corporal  Sleiffh  and  detachment  arrived  at  Pitt.  From  the 
corporal's  report  it  appeared  that  the  white  people  at  Frog  Lake  held  a  meeting,  at 
which  it  was  at  first  resolved  to  go  into  Pitt,  but  finally  Mr.  Quinn  said  that  he  woald 
remain  at  his  post.  The  farm  instructor,  Mr.  Delaney,  said  the  same.  Mrs.  Delaney 
then  said  she  would  stay  with  her  husband.  All  the  others  then  said  they  would 
«top,  but  insisted  that  the  police  should  leave,  as  their  presence  only  tended  to  exas- 
perate the  Indians.  Corporal  Sleigh  refused  to  leave  without  the  ladies,  but  Mr.  Quinn 
-ordered  him  to  go,  and  said  that  he  would  give  him  a  letter  to  me,  explaining  the 
reason  why  the  police  returned.  In  this  letter  Mr.  Quinn  again  stated  that  all  was 
^uiet,  and  that  he  did  not  fear  any  disturbance.  He  asked  me,  however,  to  send  to 
Mrs.  Mann,  wife  of  the  farm  instructor  at  Onion  I«ake,  to  see  if  she  wished  to 
come.  On  the  1st  April  Sergeant  Martin  went  to  Onion  Lake.  The  Indians  were 
in  a  very  excited  state,  and  came  up  to  the  house,  firing  their  guns  and  yelling.  They 
told  the  sergeant  that  they  had  heard  that  2,000  soldiers  were  coming  into 
the  country  to  kill  them  all.  The  sergeant  told  them  to  keep  quiet  and  no  one 
would  hurt  them,  and  they  went  away,  apparently  pacified. 

Next  dav  Constable  Koby,  who  had  been  for  a  load  of  lumber,  reported  that  the 
Indians  had  been  talking  vaguely  about  something  having  happened  at  Frog  Lake, 
and  that  Mr.  '^  Jim  "  Simpson,  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  who  was  taking  freight 
to  Frog  Lake,  had  started  off  rapidly  for  Frog  Lake,  hoping  that  he  would  arrive  in 
time  to  prevent  mischief.  The  massacre,  however,  had  already  taken  place,  and  Mr. 
Simpson  arrived  too  late. 

The  sentries  had  been  doublecl  as  soon  as  Mr.  Bae's  letter  was  received. 

Mr.  Quinn  had  requested  me  not  to  send  out  police  along  the  road,  so  as  not  to 
exasperate  the  Indians.  He  had  also  promised  to  send  in  a  trusty  messenger,  in  oase 
of  anything  unusual  happening,  so  that  litUe  credit  was  given  to  these  ramors ; 
but  at  1  a.m.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  libiin,  with  their  three  children,  drove  into  the  post 
and  said  that  some  of  the  Onion  Lake  Indians  had  told  them  that  all  the  white  people 
-at  Frog  Lake  had  been  killed,  and  told  them  to  fly  for  their  lives ;  that  lui  the 
Indians  were  up,  and  more  were  coming  in,  and  that  they  were  going  to  kill  all  the 
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whites  in  the  ooantry.  The  men  immediately  turned  out,  and  preparations  were 
made  in  case  of  a  radden  attack.  The  windows  and  doors  of  the  dwelling  hooses  adbd 
fitorehooses  were- barricaded  with  floor  htkgs;  loops  holes  were  cat  in  the  widls^ 
where  they  coald  be  naed  with  efTect,  and  oy  daylight  we  were  in  a  position  to 
repulse  an  open  attack,  bnt  oar  danger  was  always  fire. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  Mr.  Henry  Qainn,  nephew  of  J.  Qainn,  came  in  and 
reported  that  the  Indians  had  captured  the  white  people  at  Frog  Lake,  and  were 
taking  them  to  the  camp.  He  was  ahead,  and  heara  the  Indians  say  that  the  white 
men  were  to  be  killed ;  he  heard  the  sounds  of  shots  behind  him,  and  broke  away. 
Although  hotly  pursued,  he  escaped  into  the  bush,  and  after  travelling  for  twenty* 
four  hours  without  food,  arrived  at  Pitt 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quinny  also  arrived,  having  been  brought  in  by  four  Onion  Lake 
Indians. 

On  Sunday  a  messenger,  named  Johnny  Saskatchewan,  arrived  from  Battleford 
with  a  letter  advising  us  to  come  in  to  Battleford  by  the  north  road,  as  the  Indians 
had  risen  all  over  the  country.  To  this  I  answered  that  I  was  unable  to  move,  owing 
to  want  of  transport,  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  waggons  having  been  seised  at 
Yrog  Lake ;  that  if  we  travelled  on  foot,  or  very  slowly,  as  we  should  have  to  do,  the 
Indians  could  easily  overtake  us,  and  if  attacked  in  the  open,  with  a  number  of  women 
and  children,  we  would  be  worse  off  than  in  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  post.  This 
was  also  the  opinion  of  all  the  civilians.  I  had  heard  that  reinforcements  were 
expected  at  Battleford  in  a  day  or  two,  and  I  begged  Inspector  Morris,  for  the  sake 
of  the  women  and  children,  to  send  me  fifty  men.  I  told  him,  also,  that  if  I  had 
nobody  but  police  with  me  we  could  make  our  way  through  with  our  own  horses 
and  wdggons.  No  reply  was  received  to  this  letter,  as  the  messenger  who  was 
bringing  a  reply  from  Inspector  Monis  was  intercepted,  and  the  dispatch  taken  from 
him. 

I  have  since  heard  that  fifty,  and  afterwards  twenty-five,  settlers  offered  to  go  out 
to  relieve  us.  Their  offer  was  not  accepted.  A  similar  offer  was  made  by  settlers  at 
Fort  McLeod,  but  the  authorities  would  not  let  them  go.  They  may  have  had  good 
reasons  for  so  doing,  but  I  simply  mention  the  fact,  so  that  the  white  people  in  the 
country  cannot  be  lustly  accusea  of  having  been  wanting  in  sympathy  with  their 
countiT  women  in  distress. 

(NoTA«— In  this  I  think  Inspector  Dickens  has  been,  to  some  extent,  misin- 
formed. If  I  mistake  not,  the  offer  to  make  a  prompt  move  on  Edmonton  and  Pitt, 
before  troops  were  ready  to  proceed  there,  was  made  by  the  officer  commanding  at 
Port  McLeod,  Superintendent  Cotton. 

In  reply  to  this  offer  Major-General  Strange  wrote  Superintendent  Cotton  :  *'  I 
cannot  consent  to  your  denuding  the  southern  frontier  and  McLeod  district  of  poliosu 
Tour  valuable  services,  knowledge  of  the  district  and  influence  with  Indians,  render 
it  important  that  you  should  remain  where  yon  are.  I  must  therefore  order  you  to 
do  so.  I  can  nnderstand  your  desire  to  go  to  what  you  now  consider  the  front,  bnt 
the  front  may  at  any  time  become  the  rear,  and  vice  vtfrsa.— A.  G.  I.") 

We  continued  to  fortify  the  post  as  well  as  we  could  with  the  material  at  hand, 
all  the  men  working  hard  and  most  cheerfhily. 

The  Hudson  Bay  Company's  carpenters  also  commenced  to  build  a  scow.  Little 
Pine  arrived  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  on  the  7th,  and  was  ordered  not  to  cross 
or  he  would  be  fired  upon.  Little  Ponlar's  brother,  Na-coo-tan,  who  had  been 
round  the  fort  working  for  the  company,  had  previously  come  in  with  his  wife  and 
fiimily,  stating  that  the  Indians  had  threatened  to  }di\  him. 

Fire  signals  were  seen  at  night  during  the  week,  and  smoke  was  seen  in  the 
direction  ot  Onion  Lake.  Our  soouts  repotted  that  the  buildings  had  been  set  on 
fire  on  the  13th,  at  about  2  p.  m. 

Abont  2  p.  m.  a  large  body  of  Indians  appeared  behind  the  post.  They  had  with 
them,  as  prisoners,  Cameron,  Halpin  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Compan v,  and  old  Dufresne» 
4UI  old  Hudson  Bay  Company's  servant,  who  afterwards  was  cook  for  Mr.  Quinn.  A 
fiag  of  truce  was  sent  down,  and  Dufiresne  brought  letters,  written  by  Halpin,  in 
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idiioh  Big  Bear  called  upon  as  to  sarrender  arms  and  ammunition.  This  offer  was 
refused.  The  number  of  the  Indians  was  said  to  be  250.  Mr.  Maclean,  balioving  that 
there  was  a  large  peace  parly^  weni  out  to  parley  with  thorn.  The  Indians  agreed  ta 
keep  quiet  that  night.  Next  morning  they  required  the  police  to  leave  at  once.  I  sent 
my  final  answer,  refusing  to  give  up  our  arms,  &c.,  and  told  them  that  if  they  would 
go  away  we  would  leave.  They  insisted  on  our  leaving  at  once,  and  we  all  went  to 
our  posts,  expecting  an  attack.  Mr.  Maclean,  without  telling  me  of  hisiDtontioD,aiid 
in  spite  of  the  warning  of  bis  interpreter  and  friends,  went  out  again,  and  was  taken 
misoner.  Shortly  afterwards  Constables  Cowan,  Loasby  and  Special  Constable  H. 
Qoinn,  who  had  been  out  scouting,  came  back  and  rode  right  on  to  the  Indian  scouts, 
whofiredi  Constable  Loasby's  horse  was  shot  under  him ;  Constable  Cowan  was  killed. 
Ijoasby  ran  down  the  hill,  pursued  by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  fired  at  and  wounded 
Mm.  He  ran  some  500  yards,  badly  wounded  in  the  back.  The  men  at  the  windows 
nearest  to  the  Indians  opened  fire.  Four  Indians  dropped  as  if  killed,  and  two  or  three 
otihers  were  evidently  hit.  The  Indians  retired  into  the  bush  and  Loasby  reached  the 
fort 

Mr.  Maclean  wrote  down  to  his  £am!ly  to  join  him.  I  went  over  to  their  house 
mnd  found  them  preparing  to  leave,  if  All  the  company's  servants  and  other  civilians 
prepared  to  join  them.  As  their  minds  were  made  up  to  leave,  I  considered  that  I  was 
entitled  to  look  to  the  safety  of  my  own  men,  who  had  remained  at  Pitt  solely  for 
the  sake  of  the  civilians.  We  destroyed  the  arms  we  could  not  take  away,  collected 
the  ammunition  and  some  provisions,  and  put  the  scow  into  the  water.  She  filled,  and 
apneared  to  be  quite  useless.  Begimental  No.'762,  Constable  Butledge,  jumped  on  b<Murd 
ana  volunteered  to  pilot  her  across.  .  Under  his  skilful  management  and  by  dint  of 
hard  baling  we  got  across,  although  I  thought  she  would  sink  under  us.  A  heavy 
snow  storm  had  now  set  in,  and  we  camped  about  a  mile  down  the  river,  on  the 
opposite  bank.  The  river  was  full  of  ice,  and  the  Indians  could  not  have  followed  us 
had  they  wished  to  do  so.  Big  Bear  had  sent  word  to  say  that  he  would  not  fire, 
on  us  as  we  crossed.  The  night  was  bitterly  cold,  the  blankets  were  wet  through 
mnd  some  had  been  lost  while  crossing.  At  dawn  we  resumed  our  voyage.  The  weather 
was  bitterly  cold,  and  the  river  being  full  of  ice  the  navigation  was  very  difficult,  but 
the  men  worked  most  cheerfully  and  with  great  spirit.  We  arrived  at  Battlefoid  on 
the  21st. 

The  wounded  man  bore  his  sufferings  with  the  greatest  fortitude,  and  was 
carefully  tended  by  Staff-Sergeant  Bolph  (now  acting  Assistant  Surgeon)  and  his 
eomrades. 

The  conduct  of  Sergeant  Martin  and  men  was  admirable  from  first  to  last. 

The  surrender  of  the  civilians  was  entirely  owing  to  the  pasillanimity  of  Mr.. 
Maclean,  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FBANCIS  J.  DICKENS, 

Inspector^ 
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APPENDIX  I. 


SKPOBT  OF  INSPBOTOB  MOBBIS,  NOBTH-WEST  MOUNTBD  POLIGB^ 

N0ETH-WX8T  MOUNTBD  PoLIOB^ 

Battlbtokd,  30th  May,  1885. 
Hm  Obmmiflsioiier, 

Cdmmaiiding  North-WeBt  Konnted  Police,' 
Bagina. 

SuLy — I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  this,  my  report,  as  commandicg  officer  during 
Ae  siege. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  tinder  date  of  26th  March  last,  I  organized 
a  Tolanteer  company  made  np  of  those  who  might  be  called  permanent  citizens,  and 
assigned  to  them  Na  4  Barrack  room,  that  they  might  be  within  easy  reach,  in  case 
of  an  emergency,  to  act  in  conjanction  with  the  police  in  the  protection  of  the  fort. 

Later  on  I  organized  a  company,  composed  oi  citizens  and  those  from  the 
settlement  who  hfui,  with  their  families,  Booght  the  protection  of  the  fort.  This 
company  was  styled  the  Home  Guards,  ^ey  were  served  out  with  arms,  which 
had  previously  been  used  by  a  disbanded  volunteer  company.  It  was  fortunate  that 
tiiese  arms  were  at  hand,  for  without  them  our  power  of  resistance  would  have  been 
very  much  less. 

As  you  will  be  aware,  the  stockade  was  in  a  more  or  less  dilapidated  condition, 
and  my  first  care  was  to  make  it  as  strong  as  possible.  I  caused  boards  to  be  nailed 
all  round  the  top,  and  threw  up  a  four-post  embankment  against  it  on  the  inside. 
Through  this  breastwork  I  pierced  portholes  at  suitable  distances,  and  so  arranged 
them  with  sand  bags  as  to  secure  the  greatest  possible  protection  for  my  men,  while 
it  the  same  time,  wording  them  every  facility  for  pouring  a  destructive  fire  on  any 
hostile  body  approaching  to  attack.  At  the  south-east  and  north-west  comers  I  built 
bastions  for  the  accommodation  of  the  one  7  pr.  at  my  disposal,  and  arourd 
each  trenches  were  dug  sufficiently  wide  and  deep  to  eflfectually  stop  any  sudden 
rush  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  These  precautions  taken,  I  set  to  work  to  secure 
all  the  forage  for  the  horses  possible,  and  whenever  I  could  spare  teams  I  sent  them 
to  the  river,  and  brought  up  within  the  stockade  whatever  provisions  I  could  seouro 
that  had  not  been  looted  and  carried  off  during  the  first  raid.  TAt  that  time  the 
river  was  iaipassable,  owing  to  running  ice),  mi  even  had  it  been  measurably 
passable,  I  should  have  deemed  it  unwise  to  risk  the  sending  across  of  any  con* 
siderable  part  of  my  available  force.  The  enemy  was  vigilant  and  numerous,  and  I 
felt  that  my  first  duty  was  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  fort  and  the  nearly  40O 
women  and  children  who  had  sought  its  protection.  When  this  was  seen  to  there 
was  not  a  man  to  be  spared  for  offensive  operations  on  the  enemy.  When  the  enemy 
had  moved  away  nfter  the  first  raid,  and  when  the  ice  had  run  out  of  the  river,  I 
soDt  a  party  across  and  brought  in  ail  the  goods  from  the  Hudson  Bay  and  other 
stores  that  could  be  iound. 

With  no  brother  officer  to  afford  me  assistance  or  relief,  I  found  the  duty  of  the 
hour  exceedingly  trying.  There  were  those  in  the  fort  of  whose  loyalty  I  had  the 
greatest  suspicion,  and!  felt  that  onlv  by  the  utmost  personal  vigilance  oould  a  great 
danger  be  averted.  To  trust  this  wcnrk  to  a  subordinate  was,  to  my  mind,  impossible, 
aod  although  twenty  hours  out  of  every  twenty-four  were  needed  to  make  me  quite 
sure  that  the  enemy  within  was  not  active,  and  that  no  lack  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
my  own  men  gave  the  enemy  without  an  advantage,  the  service  was  cheerfully 
mod  gladly  given.    The  reward  is  that  it  has  been  successful. 

8a— < 
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In  order  to  prevent  any  sapriae  by  night»  I  had  a  gaard  of  nearly  sixty  i 
besides  biz  mounts  to  do  patrol  oatside  the  sentries.    One  shot  being  fired  i 
signalof  theapproaoh  of  the  enemy.    Baoh  man  of  the  foroe  of  the  nearly 
knew   his   daty   when   an   alarm   was    sonnded,   and  within  three  minutes 
man  would  be  in  his  position  at  lu$  afsigaad  porttu^o  or  in  the  bastions. 

With  these  arrangements  perfectedTl  felt  quite  capable  of  ooping  with  an  i 
as  strong  as  that  I  thought  likely  to  attaok. 

Before  closing,  I  desire  to  express  my  hearty  satisfiu^tion  at  the  mannar  im 
which  the  Home  Guard,  Battleford  lEKfies  aiid  police  performed  their  duty  oveg 
ready,  even  anxious  to  be  of  service ;  no  order  needed  to  be  uttered  twice.  Tha 
commands  of  oiBoers  were  obeyed  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  and  alacri^;  no 
service  coald  have  been  more  thorough.  Among  the  many  individuals  whose  servioaa 
during  the  sicffe  deserve  a  special  word  of  praise  are  Sergeant-lCMdr  Kirk,  wba 

{proved  himsdf  an  invaluable  fkOQ<commifisioned  officer  ICr.  Macrae,  (k  the 
ndian  Department,  who  kindly  placed  his  services  at  mv  disposal,  assisting  me  m 
doing  patrol  duty  on  dark  nights;  and  ICr.  Harry  Nash  and  Mr.  Frank  ▲.  Smart,  the 
latter  of  whom  met  so  lamentable  a  death  at  the  hand  of  the  treacherous  Indins 
inunediately  that  he  moved  beyond  the  limits  of  our  immediate  protection. 

Telegraph  communication  being  stopped,  I  had  to  despatch  couriers  to  Prinoa 
Albert,  Carlton,  Clark's  Crossing,  Swift  Current  and  Fort  Pitt  In  ona 
instance,  when  an  important  message  was  to  be  forwarded,  I  could  not  secure  a  man 
on  anv  terms. 

Calling  fiir  volunteers,  Constable  Stores  alone  responded.  The  journey  to 
Swift  Current  was  begun  in  the  face  of  great  dan^r,  and  suoceaafnlly 
finished  after  the  plucky  constable  had  been  chased  sixty  miles  by  the  foe.  Tka 
act  deserves  recognition. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Otter  arrived  here  on  the  24th  April,  when  my  duties  ceased  as 
commanding  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

W.  &  MOBBia 
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HiADQUABTSEs,  HiQiNA,  6th  Deo«mber,  1886« 

SiBy — ^I  have  the  honor  to  place  in  yoar  hands,  to-day,  my  Annual  Report  at 
Trincipal  Me4ioai  Offioer  of  the  North- West  Moanted  Polioe,  for  the  twelve  months 
iermiDatiDg  with  the  30th  of  November,  1885. 

The  year  now  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
most  eventfal  in  the  history  not  only  of  the  North  West  Territories,  bat  in  that  of 
the  North-West  Moanted  Police,  which,  in  addition  to  those  who  have  passed  from 
its  ranks  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  events  by  accident  ^nd  disease  fromwhidino 

Krtion  of  the  commnnitv  is  altogether  exempted,  has  now  to  moam  the  loss  of  no 
IS  than  eight  brave  and  devotM  members,  *< killed  in  action**  daring  the  late 
iDBorrection,  with  a  fall  proportion  of  woanded;  some  dangeroosly,  others  seriously, 
and  one  at  least,  who  maimed  for  life,  will  never  be  capable  of  performing  moanted 
service  again. 

While  I  mast  leave  to  those  whose  duty  as  combatant  officers  it  more  especially 
becomes  to  record  with  sorrow  not  uomingled  with  pride  the  names  and  services  of 
the  gallant  men,  who  have  fUlen  anflinchingly  in  the  path  of  daty,  I  cannot  with- 
hold my  hamble  tribate  to  the  courage  and  fortitude  of  the  mere  handful  of  Mounted 
Police,  who,  fewer  in  numbers  than  any  battalion  engaged  in  active  operations,  and 
.ffeneraUy  fir  over-matched  by  enemies  wherever  it  was  their  privilege  to  meet  them 
have  leffc  beneath  the  bosom  of  the  prairie,  of  their  dead  **  killed  in  action,"  a  num- 
ber greater  than  that  of  any  battalion  in  the  field,  save  one,  whose  record,  at  least, 
they  have  equalled. 

Ishouldhavebeen  well  pleased  if,  as  Senior  Surgeon,  I  had  been  permitted 
toshare,  with  tho^  who  went  to  the  fh>nt,  the  active  operations  of  the  short  campaign, 
4Uidhave  lent  my  aid,  if  not  in  fighting,  at  least  in  standing  by  and  assisting  those 
who  were  privileged  to  fight  and  fall ;  but  it  was  condsidered  that  duty  as  necessaij 
and  arduous,  if  not  as  honorable  and  insntaring,  demanded  my  remaining  in  medical 
^)harge  of  the  headquarters  post^  and  with  less  opportunity  for  emulation  Mid  distinc- 
tion, contenting  myself  with  doing  efficiently  the  hardly  lees  onerous  duties  confided 
to  me.  I  must,  therefore,  leave  to  those  of  mv  more  fortanate  assistants,  who  were 
permitted  to  take  part  in  the  operations  at  the  firont,  the  duty  of  recording  the 
casaalties  and  diseases,  incident  to  service  in  the  field,  which  fell  beneath  their 
notice,  several  of  which  came  ultimately  under  my  own  care  at  the  headquatera 
hospital,  whose  names,  injuries  and  diseases,  with  the  resalte  of  treatment,  will  be 
found  in  the  aooompanying  annual  report  of  sick,  &c.,  treated  at  Begina  during  the 
year  just  dosed. 

Darinff  the  latter  part  of  November  I  received  instructions  to  proceed  to  Ottawa^ 
as  soon  aa  1  ooold  conveniently  do  so,  to  constitute  one  of  a  board  of  medical  officers 
to  assemble  on  my  arrival  tbere^  to  take  cognizance  and  report  upon  the  condition  of 
eertain  members  of  the  force  who  have  advanced  claims  for  compensation  on  account 
of  wounds,  diseases  or  disabilities  oontracted  on  active  service;  also  on  matters 
relating  to  the  annual  fupply  of  medical  stores  for  1885^6  (July  to  JulyV  which^ 
owing  to  the  leo^t  increase  of  the  force  and  some  alterations  in  its  disposition,  will 
wnier  a  modification  c^the  estimates  necessary.  I,  therefore,  propose  to  leave  for 
Ottawa  as  soon  as  this,  my  annual  report,  is  completed,  leaving  an  examination  of 
the  annual  reports  of  assistpint  surffeons  at  the  various  outposts,  until  they  arrive  at 
Ottawa,  when  an  opportunity  can  be  afforded  of  doing  so,  and  making  such  additioaa 
to  tl)is  report  as  ijiay  be  fbund  necessary  (as  the  repc^  referred  to  luive  not  yet  been 
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reoeived),  the  annual  supply  of  drugs  being  much  needed,  and  some  time  beini^ 
required  to  effeot  the  necessary  changes  in  the  estimates. 

The  medical  duties  at  headquarters  during  the  last  twelve  months  have  been 
more  than  ordinarily  severe  and  have  taxed  my  powers  to  the  utmost,  for,  notwith- 
standing, the  detachment  of  large  bodies  ot  the  force  in  the  early  months  of 
1885,  to  reinforce  the  posts  along  the  North  Saskatchewan,  and  to  guard  the 
flouthern  frontier  during  the  recent  insurrection,  whereby  the  headquarter'n  post 
was  for  a  time  almost  denuded  of  men,  the  strength  of  the  force  at  Begina  b'fta 
averaged  for  the  entire  year,  something  over  200  a  month.  To  these  must  be  ^ded,  in 
oomputisff  the  whole  number  of  men  under  my  charge,  the  prisoners,  Indians,  half- 
breeds  and  others,  who,  during  the  same  period,  reached  the  large  number  of  137. 

During  seven  months  of  the  current  year,  namely,  from  May  to  November, 
inclusive,  the  number  of  all  ranks  present  at  Begina,  exclusive  oi  prisoners,  who, 
during  these  months,  were  specially  numerous,  exceeded  the  monthly  average  for 
the  whole  year  largely,  the  number  for  three  successive  months  averaging  287,  and 
Jising  daring  June  and  July  to  an  average  of  no  less  than  340  men  and  of&oers^ 
which,  added  to  the  unusually  large  number  of  prisoners  and  the  imfavorable 
hygienic  condition  to  which  thev  were  subjected,  involved  a  great  increase  of  duty^ 
and  responsibility.  The  barrack  accommodation,  owing  to  the  sudden  increase  of 
the  force,  was,  for  the  time,  inadequate,  and  an  additional  guard-room  had  to  be 
erected,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  unusual  influx  of  prisoners.  These  latter 
suffered  little  from  endemic  forms  of  disease  to  which  they  were  aoclimated,  but  a- 
good  deal  of  sickness,  as  my  annual  return  of  sick  shows,  occurred  among  the  men, 
and  more  especially,  as  I  had  anticipated,  among  the  new  recruits,  but  after  all  my 
anxieties  and  labors,  the  most  severe  and  continuous  ever  undertaken  and  completed 
by  me  during  the  same  period,  I  have  this  great  source  of  satisfaction  that  no  single 
individual  of  those  entrusted  to  my  medical  care  has  died  from  disease  or  injury  at 
Jieadquarters  during  the  year  1885,  the  few  still  litigering  in  hospital  being  now 
happily  convalescent. 

During  this  period  some  of  the  prisoners,  most  of  whom  arrived  under  depress- 
ing influences,  suffered  from  milder  forms  of  malarial  disease,  and  all  ultimately 
recovered  without  difficulty,  but  a  good  deal  of  care  and  watchful  attention  was 
demanded  by  other  prisoners,  among  whom  I  may  mention  Biel,  Jackson  and 
Parenteau,  the  two  latter  of  whom  were  actually  insane,  and  the  former,  owing  to 
oertain  peculiar  mental  characteristics,  very  imperfectly  comprehended  by  the  pub- 
lic at  large,  was,  by  some,  reputed  to  be  so.  Much  attention  was  also  demanded  by 
Connors,  a  condemned  murderer,  who,  for  some  weeks  persistently  feigned  insanity. 
Two  of  these  men  were  after  a  time  placed  in  an  asylum  for  the  treatment  of  the 
insane ;  the  other  two  suffered  the  death  penalty  to  which  the  court  condemned 
them.  Bespectiog  the  first  of  these,  whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  now 
appear  to  exist — opinions  based  by  those  who  express  them — upon  a  more  or  less 
intimate  knowledge  of  his  mental  peculiarities  and  temperament^  the  calm  verdict  of 
posterity  will  surely  be  that  Biel  died  a  perfectly  accountable  man. 

In  the  care  of  the  sick  during  the  latter  part  of  the  period  referred  to,  I 
was  assisted  by  Hospital  Sergt.  Braithwaite,  and  by  several  constables,  who 
volunteered  to  perform,  turn  and  turn  about,  both  night  and  day,  for  many  weeks, 
the  onerous  duties  of  nurses,  of  which  those  only  who  are  familiar  with  the  disease 
with  which  in  so  mhuy  cases  we  had  to  contend,  can  form  an  adequate  conception, 
And  I  beg  to  recommend  most  strongly  that  some  small  additional  pay  may  be  given 
to  each  of  those  men  for  the  time  they  were  engaged  in  these  duties,  services,  ^th- 
ont  which,  the  success,  now  so  happily  achieved,  would  have  been  impossible* 

Of  the  570  recruits  arriving  during  the  year  now  exfored,  by  fiir  the  greater 
number  have  been  stripped  and  carefully  re-examined  by  me,  a  duty  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  Department,  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  some 
of  the  examining  surgeons  have  performed  their  duty ;  that  all  have  not  been  so  re- 
examined is  to  M  regretted,  but  this  has  been  unavoidable ;  many  having  be^i 
necessarily  sent  away  on  detachments  before  it  was  possible  to  re-examine  them^ 
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«nd  aorae  after  eTen  longer  dela^,  beoaose  bo  moment  of  my  time  oonld  be  spared 
ihr  many  days  together  from  duties  of  even  more  immediate  importance. 

The  sodden  aogmentation  of  the  Force  reodered  the  local  purchase  of  soma 
drags  necessary,  principally  for  veterinary  service,  bnt  some  also  for  hospital  osa, 
and,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  a  fall  sapplv  of  drugs  for  Battleford,  until 
Uie  arrival  of  the  supplies  for  1886,  were  purchased  and  forwarded  to  that  poet 
seveml  weeks  ago. 

In  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  Forts  Oarlton  and  Pitt,  and  the  confhsioii 
^oaused  by  the  late  insurrection,  and  the  arrival  of  considerable  bodies  of  militia, 
more  or  less  unprovided  with  the  requisite  medical  supplies,  the  returns  of  drugs 
expended,  at  least  as  regards  the  posts  along  the  North  Sa<)katchewan,  will  be  less 
|>erfect  than  is  described.  I  do  not,  however,  despair  of  showing  a  more  satisfactory- 
statement  of  this  important  branch  of  public  expenditure  than  hitherto,  or  of  \m^ 
proving  upon  it  in  the  tim^  to  come. 

Although  no  case  of  injury  or  disease  has  terminated  fktally  at  the  Begin* 
hospital  during  the  year  just  expired,  two  members  of  the  force  have  met  install 
tsneous  death :  one,  Constable  Griffin,  by  his  own  hand,  probably  while  laboring 
under  temporary  insanity,  the  other.  Constable  Coulson,  my  own  servant  ever  since 
I  entered  the  force,  a  most  trustworthy  and  invaluable  man,  by  the  accidental  dis- 
cbarge of  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  comrade,  when  on  leave  of  absence,  duck- shooting 
4it  Long  Lake.  As  the  details  of  these  distressing  casualties  have  long  since  been 
forwarded  to  Ottawa,  I  need  say  no  more  respecting  them 

The  number  of  men  invalided  from  Beffina,  for  the  year  now  ended,  is  sixteen^ 
but  of  these,  seven  were  sent  down  fi*om  Battleford,  Calgary  and  Prince  Albert  for 
^^lat  pnrpoee.  Of  the  nine  remaining  who  were  invalided  from  Befi:ina,  it  is 
instructive  to  notice  that,  five  were  unfit  for  service  when  enlisted,  and  never  should 
have  been  accepted  by  the  examining  surgeons;  that  a  sixth  was  probablv  so,  this 
cannot  be  definitely  proved,  that  the  seventh  and  eighth  were  invalided  mr  forma 
of  insanity  which  had  existed  long  before  thoy  entered  the  force,  which  (acts  they 
eoncealed,  and  having  temporarily  recovered  their  reason,  were  admitted  without 
snspieion  ;  aid  that  the  ninth.  Constable  Hart,  who  was  shot  acoidentolly,  was  th* 
only  one  out  of  the  nine  dearlv  invalided  in  consequence  of  injury  or  disease  origin- 
ating after  admission  to  the  force.  The  lenth  man  on  the  lisf  Levin,'*  havin|^ 
eome  up  unfit  for  service,  but  fortunately  his  examination  papers  were  not  signed 
and  he  wan  discharged. 

My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  statement  made  some  months  ago,  that  aa 
ezaminaiion  of  the  annual  sick  reports  of  the  North- West  Moonted  P.>lice,  for  1RB4» 
shows  that  a  large  majority  of  the  men  of  that  force  had  suffered  dnring  that  period 
trom  variona  forms  of  preventible  disease.  The  number  given  was  evidently  obtained 
hj  adding  together  ei\  cases  of  both  primary  and  secondary  affections  of  preventible 
disease,  as  nhown  in  the  sick  returns.  I  wish  to  say  that  thin  basis  is  not  a  correct 
one,  and,  therefore,  the  conclusion  arrived  at  ie  an  error,  and  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

Isl  The  annual  reports  are  made  up  from  the  monthly  and  daily  sick  retuina» 
JO  that  a  large  proportion  of  these  cases,  the  great  majority  of  which  constitute 
various  sequels  of  primary  diseases,  are  really  only  repetitions  of  the  same  case 
reappearing  under  successive  forms. 

2nd.  A  considerable  number  of  recruits,  re-examined  by  me  on  their  arrival  at 
Bigina,  have  been  found  saflbring  from  primary  forms  of  disease,  contracted  im 
eastern  cities,  but  not  fully  developed  before  their  primary  examination. 

3rd.  That  many  others  who  had  apparently  recovered  from  primary  diseaae 
4Kmtracted  long  before  their  admission  to  the  force,  have  developed  secondary  symp-^ 
toms  at  various  periods  after  their  admission. 

4th.  In  some  of  the  returns  of  sick  no  discrimination  is  made  between  primaij 
4uiid  secondary  affections  or  sequeta,  acute  and  chronic  cases  all  appearing  w^itr  oom 
hoad ;  and 
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6th.  That  some  fe#  incorrigible  individuals  no  sooner  are  cured  of  one  iSttMUM 
^an  they  .con triuit  disease  again  and  again*— some  of  thein  many  times  in  a  yatf . 
&ese  ejq[>lanations  will  be  refi^rded  as  ySid  by  any  competent  meai<^l  authority. 

The  total  obtained  by  adding  together  all  forms  and  reappearenoes  of  primtt4^ 
iaai  secondary  diseases  in  these  reports  for  the  entire  force  in  I584  numbers  286*  jI 
am  certain  that  one-fourth  of  that  number,  that  is  12  pet>  cent,  of  the  t^hole  fbrC}^ 
iroidd  constitute  an  excessive  annual  average  of  such  cases  of  primary  disease.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  the  men  have  never  suffered  from  any  form  of  preVentible^ 
disease,  and  no  troops  in  the  Wotld  could  remain  entirely  fi*ee  firom  them  under  ib& 
conditions  to  which  these  men  are  exposed. 

The  explanation  stated  above  will  apply  equally  to  the  sick  retntds  made  fbi^ 
1&85.    Hereafter  an  effort  will  be  made  to  show  the  exact  number  of  cases  of  primary 
disease  occurring  during  the  year,  which  I  feel  cbnfident  will  not  exceed  the  average- 
above  stated,  an  average  which  is  probably  quite  equalled  among  young  men  in  au 
great  cities. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  offer  some  recommendations,  eompKanee 
with  which  will  I  think  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  over  which  I  have^ 
the  honor  to  preside  :— 

1st.  That  Dr.  Baldwin,  now  relieving  me  at  Begina,  be  retained  peitianently  at 
headquarterb  as  Assistant  Surgeon,  to  take  charge  of  the  proper  duties  of  th^ 
depot  and  hospital,  and  to  assist  generally  in  the  duties  of  the  post— -thus  affording 
me  time  and  opportunity  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  Superintendent  {Surgeon ;  the 
double  duly  hitherto  devolving  solely  upon  me  being  greater  than  one  man  oan 
satisfactorilv  perform. 

2nd.  That  a  competent  hospital  steward  with  the  rank  of  staff  sergeant  \» 
appointed  to  the  dep6t  troop  at  Begina,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  remain  ^rma^ 
nently  at  the  hospitid  and  perform  the  duties  of  hospital  seageant  there,  without,, 
as  hss  hitherto  been  the  rule,  being  lemoved  at  a  moment's  notice  to  aocompanjr 
detachments  on  outpost  duty. 

3rd.  That  Stafi  Sergeant  Bichards  be  retained  permanently  at  Begina  attached 
to  the  dcp5t,  to  continue  his  charge  of  the  books  and  stores  connected  with  the^ 
medical  supply  store,  and  that  he  be  released  from  Troop ''  B  *'  to  which  he  haa 
recently  teen  attached.  This  is  the  special  duty  Sergeant  Bichards  was  sent  up  to 
perform,  and  which  he  has  hitherto  done  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  He  is  ah 
excellent  man  for  the  position  and  should  be  retained  there. 

4th.  That  in  future  no  man  be  invalided  from  the  force  until  he  has  appeared 
lor  final  examination  before  the  Senior  Surgeon,  who  will  then  recommend  tnat  he 
be  invalided  if  necessary.  The  histon^  of  every  recruit  is  better  known  at  hduU 
quuiters  tban  elsewhere,  and  there  his  nnal  examination  should  take  place. 

5th.  Q  hat  a  competent  hospital  building  be  provided  at  head  quarters,  with 
room  lor  not  less  than  twenty-five  beds;  the  proportion  required  for  a  force  of  260 
men  ;  with  all  necessary  conveniences ;-  the  present  building  being  wholly  inad^ 
quate  as  to  size  and  almost  uninhabitable  in  winter. 

6th.  That  some  building  be  erected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  new  hospital  to- 
be  used  as  a  store-bouse  for  drugs  and  for  filling  and  packing  the  requisitions  tnikie 
upon  them ;  with  a  properly  arranged  ofiSce  for  keeping  the  books  and  papera  ot^ 
neoted  therewith,  so  that  ibe  ^mali  buildiDg  now  occupied  for  that  purpose,  in  tiie^ 
barrack  square,  may  return  to  the  use  for  which  it  was  designed. 

7th.  That  three  additional  hospital  stewards,  members  by  examination  of  tlte- 
Pharmaceutical  College  of  Oiitaiio,  K>e  enlisted  at  once,  on  the  terms  already  granted- 
to  those  obtained  in  1884;  the  large  addition  recently  made  to  the  force  and  the 
increased  importance  of  some  outposts  rendering  the  presence  of  thoroughly  odfti^ 
potent  and  trustworthy  men  necessary. 

fcth.  I  if^ould  also  fiugg^t  that  somo  arrangement  be  entered  into  with  one  of  the^ 
medical  practitioners  atEdmonton,  one  of  whom  has  a  drug  store  there,  to  iM» 
medical  charge  of  the  detachmeut  at  that  post  and  at  Fort  Sa^katch«  whi  ,  Dud  to  ftIK 
Bish  the  medicines  required.    I  may  add  that  until  I  am  informed  what  arrange-^ 
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I  are  intoidad,  I  hmw^  oritnS  no  uefittd  etori  exeept  ▼•torinary  drogt  for 
IhoM  oiitpoetfl. 

It  18  Tery  denzmUt  tfcat  (ktfiMdkal  fii^pltai  AinM  b*  forwarded  at  a  time  of 
ft«  jMor  itlieii  tlimr  will  not  raffar  from  ezporaro  to  frott,  and  tlus  should  be  not 
mmop  than  the  Uth  of  March  nor  later  than  the  llfth  of  SeoCeikiber. 

I  trust  the  Department  will  take  all  theee  reoommendationa  into  fkvorabie  ooDaF- 
dention,  as  they  are  made  solely  in  the  interests  of  that  branch  of  it  in  the  North* 
West  TeBritflries,  over  which  thqr  lMHf#  eeniideMd  me  eootpetent  to  preside. 

I  hate  the  hoaor  to  be^  9tr, 

Te«r  obedisttt  serraat, 

A.  JUHBS^  ILB  Ji.C., 
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SCHSDULE  Na  I. 


NOBTH-WBST  MOUNTED  POUOB. 
Annual  Slok  Beport  ttom  let  December,  1884,  to  Ist  December,  1885. 


Diseue. 


Vever,  Typho-lCalarUl  .•••• 
do  Malarial  remittent . 
do     Intermittent 

Dysentery ^.•. 

Drsenterio-diarrhoM ....... 

DiarrlioBa  ....m— •.••.••••.. .. 

43earlatina  ...... 

Tonsillitis  ...... 

Pharrncritif-.... 

Parotitis.......... 


Dyspep 
Debilit! 


.  ,epiia 
j^eoiiity ••...»  M... '  .......«*»...•••.••• 

Oongtifl  and  colds  .••.. 

Ansmia  ....  ......  •...•m*«m......«m 

Srrtiiema.  ...•.••m...m..  mmm  .  .«•.•• 

BiuooB  derangements 

Cephalalgia -•••m 

Henralgia  .....mm  „•,•——  ...•••  ..•••. 

Otalgia ..M.. 

Odontalgia... ......  ..•..•.. 

Palliation 

Insomnia .•••  •  m.. 

OonJunetlTiiis ....  ..••••  .....m*—* 

Bcsema......  ........... .»— ■ .......— 

Ulceration  of  arm  firom  wonnd. 

Abrasions ....•• 

Insanity  

Blistered  feet.. 

Sczema  solare  ......  ......  ^...^ 

Strains  from  riding,  to  .^. 
Paralysis  of  hand 


>••  »....•  •  •••••• 


Paralysis  of  bladder 

Urticaria -^ ^ 

Diphttieritio  sore  throat.  ..•••.« 
Ohafes  from  riding  .......••  •  •••.•. 

Constipation ..«•....•. 

Obstipation  .....-••  ......•.•  -— .•« 

OOliC      ...•  .....——  ••••••*—  ......M< 

Taricocile......  ..•••#  ••••••.•.•••  —,•> 

Scabies ..••  .....•••  ...•••  ——••mm 

JLstnma.  *.....•••  •.•••••  m......«  •  .•.••( 

liUmbago  .....mmmm*... ...mm  .•••.< 

Bhenmatism  aonte  ifc>nb-aoiite 

Seiatioa...... .« 

Oonorrhosa  and  gleets 

Orchitis  •.......«. 

ficemorrhoids .. 

Kenroais 

Oellutitns 

Ohillblains..  ^.a*.  m...m.«  ..••••  mm* 

Bxooriations —^ .— < 

Herpes  eiroonnatns..^.. --^ 

Erysipelas  of  head^ .«•....•. 


«.*••  •.••••  ....••  —»—» I 


No.  of 
Oases. 


la 

80 

8 

6 

20 

105 

2 

82 

14 

4 

15 

18 

95 

2 

1 

83 

10 

11 

6 

17 

2 

2 

24 

1 

1 

6 

2 

16 

2 

4e 

2 


1 
1 
7 

23 

77 
7 
7 
2 

11 
2 
2 

11 

1 
83 


No.  of 
Days. 


563 

626 

85 

48 

110 

246 

6 

123 

52 

60 

81 

184 

264 

17 

2 

88 

80 

20 

7 

24 

0 

15 

66 

7 

8 

88 

90 

84 

6 

92 

20 


40 

2 

29 

89 

149 

13 

16 

29 

63 

7 

7 

176 

11 
840 

184 
24 

87 
6 

1 

4 

4 

29 


Arerage 
Duration. 


Surgeon's  Bemtfka. 


Beooreied ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

BothstiUin  hospitaL 
ReooTered;  returned  to  duty. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Inrallded;  one  to  asylum. 
BecoTered;  retuzned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

One  came  up  unfit  for  duty ;  inTaHdeA  e 

once;   the    other  reooTered^   sada 

treatment. 
StUl  in  hospital,  most  be  inTalided. 
BeooTored;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

00  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Relieved  only. 
BecoTored  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Three  stiU  in  hospital,  the  rest 

to  duty. 
Beoorered;  returned  to  duty. 
Many  of  these  are  reourrenoei  or 

pearanoes  of  the  same  easai. 
do  do 

Beoorered;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 
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ScHiDULS  No.  1. — Animal  Sick  Beport,  &o. — Gontinued. 
8URGBBT  AND  MINOR  8UBOIRT. 


]>iMM. 

No.  of 
Oaiet. 

Ko.of 
Daya. 

Arerage 
Dniatlon. 

Sugeon'f  Remaika. 

<?ompoiuid   eomminnted    flrao- 

1 

106 

106 

This  was  a  Tory  seriooa  li^wy.    The  bhi 

tm  of  tibia  and  fiboU(kiek 

(Boyd)  sidcened  with  typho-malarial  cm 

frmhorae). 

the  26th  day ;   proTiifonal  caUns  WM 
re.abM>Hi>ed  as  he  emaciated;  apliBti 
had  to  be  remored,  and  union  was  aoi 
firm  nntil  the  70th  day :  he  haa  a  gooi 
leg,  1  inch  shortened,  and  ia  goiag 
abont  with  a  cmtch ;  still  in  hoapitaL 

Pnctnzo  of  fibvl*  and  diilooa- 

I 

<8 

63 

tioD,  outwardy  of  foot  at  ankle 
joint 
ftaetue  of  claTlclo  .^ 

to  duty ;  a  first-rate  leg. 

1 

84 

84 

RecoTered. 

Dislocation  of  hnmenii  (lerere) 

1 

40 

40 

do        retnmed  to  dnty. 

Onn-flhot  woaads  (2  from  the 

north). 
4^hili8,  aento. ^..^^ 

8 

111 

87 

do 

S 

184 

?3» 

Retnmed  to  dnty. 

do      chronie. ...... ...... .  ...... 

16 

816 

Many  of  theie  entered   the  force  with 

chronic  diaeaae ;  otherf  are  old  oaati 

aent  down  firom  western  poata  to  bo 

treated  at  headquarters,  and  probah^ 
appear  alao  on  the  aiek  reports  of  th» 

poaU  fh>m  which  th^  were  aeni;  r»» 
fiered ;  but  aome  will  haTO  to  be  ulti- 

mately inTalided. 

"Bubo,  irphilitio....-^...^...... 

Frost-bite  .......••...«  .......m.  ...... 

6 
5 

108 
66 

17 
18) 

Hecorered ;  returned  to  dn^. 
do                       do 

-Om^boti 

4 

18 

^ 

do                       do 

PuooTchia .• .-^...^ 

fflongfainff  nicer  of  palm  of  hand 
(a  Toiy  serioai  one). 

7 

68 

4 

do                       do 

1 

86 

35 

This  man  waa  admitted  with  thia  MssM^ 
baring  nerer  been  properly  siamiaadt 
and  he  concealing  it,  being  othorwiBft 

agoodman;  I  retained  him  until  coni. 

Abtoe. 

6 

89 

14| 

RecoTered ;  retnmed  to  dn^. 

Hydrocele  .................     ....,.•. 

Hernia  {McMurchy) 

titiaction  of  teeth ..^ ...... 

1 
1 
T 

13 
7 

iV 

Operated  on,  and  greatly  improTod. 

On  and  oflT  for  long;  ultimately  inraUiai. 

RecoTcred :  returned  to  dn^. 

Oimtoiions  (kieks  from  hortet, 

T 

88 

in 

do                       do 

aome  attended  with  fraetnre, 

§ 

end  Teiy  icTere  and  danger* 

OBi). 

Contoaions  (lefli  leTere)  . — 

66 

166 

^ 

do                      do 

Bnmi ^ 

1 

18 

12^ 

do                       do 

a 

84 

12 

do                       do 

Ingrowing  toe  naa 

1 

4 

4 

do                       do 

Iiguy  to  testicle  in  riding.  ...... 

OA  stricture  of  nrethra....*  ...... 

3 

18 

4 

do                       do 

1 

11 

ir 

JUtihrax     ....     

2 

u 

7 

Balanitis ^ ... 

6 

81 

3 

bdied  wonnda  (aome  leTere). 

16 

72 

^novitb  (knee) JL 

1 

81 

ti 

BUefiom  hone  .......... ..^ 

18 

1 

40 
8 

? 

do     dog..         

1 

8 

3 

do     man  ........................ 

1 

18 

13 

84 

116 

•ft 

Ifoi  one  death  fbamdlaease  oriqjoij. 

ItaamA,  Ut  Deoomber,  188ft. 


A.  JVKR^,  M.B.,  P.G.S.L., 
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PuNOB  Albsbt,  N.W.T^  17th  November,  1886. 

finu— I  bave  the  honor  to  report  fbr  your  Information  the  following : — 

Soring  the  past  year  the  health  of  the  men  nnder  my  eare  has  been  very  goodL 

nete  has  been  a  number  of  eases  ot  typhoid^  malaria  (mountain  fever)  lately,  bat  all 

iMPve  Blade  good  reeoveries. 

Yenereal  afbetlons  have  prevailed  in  a  much  smaller  proportion  than  in  other 


Doring  the  ten  years  that  I  have  been  in  the  force  no  deaths  have  ooomMd 
ongst  the  men  under  my  care,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  who  were  killed 
m  the  resnlt  of  the  Duck  Lake  engagement  on  the  26th  March  last. 

Of  those  who  were  wonnded  during  that  affair  all  have  made  good  recoveries. 

Constable  Pocook's  toes  were  amputated  on  the  10th  of  April  last  (from  the 
vk^t  foot)  the  resnlt  of  severe  freezing  of  that  foot  renderinff  the  operation  necesaary. 
Tm  healing  process  has  since  progressed  so  favorably  that  I  anticipate  his  0001^ 
fceiiigable  to  walk  without omtcbes. 

The  names  of  those  killed  at  Dnck  Lake: — 

Constable  Gibson,  shot  through  the  hearty  died  on  the  field. 

Constable  Arnold,  shot  through  left  lung  and  neck  and  died  next  morning* 

Constable  Garrett,  shot  through  the  left  lung,  died  next  morning* 

The  names  of  those  wounded  at  Duck  Lake  : — 

Assistant  Commissioner  Crozier,  fiesh  wound  of  risht  cheek,  bullet. 

Liispector  Howe,  fiesh  wound  of  calf  of  right  leg,  bullet. 

Corporal  Gilchrist,  left  thigh  fhM^tured  by  bullet^ 

Constable  Miller^  scalp  wound,  bullet. 

Constable  Gordon,  flesh  wound  upper  part  of  left  leg,  bullet. 

Constable  Wood,  flesh  wound  of  left  arm,  bullet. 

Constable  Hanners  Smith,  struck  on  upper  part  of  chest  (left)  bv  bullet  whi^ 
Mseed  upwards,  backwaids,  and  downwards,  making  its  exit  at  lower  angle  oi 
AoBlder  blade,  leaving  the  lung  intact. 

I  have  the  honAr  to  be.  Sir, 

Yoar  obedient  servant, 

BOBBBT  MILLBB,  M.  D. 

Asst.  Surgeon,  N.W.MJP. 

JieBt-Col.  A.  G.  LivniB, 

Commissioner  North-West  Mounted  Police. 
Begina. 
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FoBT  lIoLiODy  80th  NoTember,  1885. 

SiB)^— In  iU)dcrd«M)6  with  your  inttrnotioiM  I  hAve  the  honor  to  present  yoi^ 
with  my  anniud  report  for  1886. 

A  r^Tiew  d  the  monthly  siok  report  shows  that  the  general  health  of  the  posty. 
Us  been  on  the  whole  fairly  good. 

The  winter  months  were,  as  nsnal,  marked  with  a  preponderance  of  oolds  and- 
aftotionb  of  the  throat  and  bronohial  tnbes. 

Duiinfl  the  motith's  o^Maroh,  May,  June,  Jnly  and  August  the  siok  report  waa- 
imiiBnalty  light  ;bnt  this  may  be,  in  pait^acconn ted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  larga- 
iomber  of  the  Aien  of  the  division  were  absent  from  the  post  on  General  StrAnge'i 
€acpeditk>n  to  the  north. 

In  September  the  sick  report  assumed  large  proportions,  the  increase  beinc 
Budnly  dne  to  the  eight  cases  of  fever.  This  ferer  continued  during  October  and 
KoTember,  fresh  cases  occurring  at  intervals  nntil  the  total  amounted  to  sixteen. 

How,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  fever  shows  signs  of  abatement,  no  new  cases^ 
oeourriikg  lately,  and  those  luready  reported  convalescing.  As  this  fever  is  almost 
a  new  feature  in  this  part  of  the  country,  I  am  tempted  to  say  a  few  words  about  it.. 

It  is  characterised  at  its  inception  by  all  the  appearances  of  a  heavy  cold,  and  in 
its  course,  symptoms  and  treatment  is  very  similar  to  die  fever  which  prevailed  at 
Fort  Walsh  daring  the  years  1879, 1880, 1881  and  1882. 

The  difference  between  them  is  a  difference  in  degrM ;  the  fever  at  Fort  Walsh 
being  much  more  severe,  and  long  continued. 

The  cause  of  the  fever  is  to  1^  found  in  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  country. 
I  tbink  there  can  be  ko  doubt  that  the  immediate  or  exciting  cause  is  chiU,  which  is^ 
eccaciioiied  bv  tl^e  difference  in  the  day  and  night  temperature  of  this  altitude. 

Why  it  has  been  so  prevalent  this  year,  while  in  former  years  there  have  been 
lew  or  to  caaes,  may  be  e^tplained  by  the  fact,  that  this  autumn  has  been  an  unusually 
warm  and  open  one  ;  the  days  being  sometimes  positively  hot  and  the  nights  very^ 
4ool.  t'or  this  reason,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  tbat  as  the  health  of  the  men  at  this 
tofit  baa  cot  been  seriously  affected  by  it  in  former  years,  neither  will  it  be  in  the^ 
fiture. 

Only  two  men  have  been  invalided  duriog  the  past  year,  ore  for  recurring 
cpidynitis,  and  the  other  for  phthisis.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  post  is  goodl 
Ibe  banack  rooms,  hospital  ajod  other  quarters,  should  be  provided  with  double 
windows,  as  there  nas  been  a  good  deal  of  shriDking  in  the  sills  and  draughts  are  the 
eoDEeqnences.  For  the  same  reasons  something  should  be  done  about  the  wainscot- 
tbg  in  the  barrack  rooms.  The  hospital  has  been  improved  externally  by  the 
addition  of  a  coal  shed  and  latrine,  and,  internally,  the  comfort  of  the  patienta 
bas  been  greatly  added  to  by  easy  chairs,  tables,  &c. 

I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  iron  cots  should  be  substituted  for  the  boarda 
aad  trestles  on  which  the  men  sleep.  The  latter  are  unsightly  and  uncomfortable,, 
and  could  be  replaced  by  cots  at  a  very  reasonable  expense. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  KENNEDY, 

AMmtant  Swrgean^  N.WJi.P^  < 

Ia-Col.  iBwnfB, 

Oommissionner  North-West  Mounted  flolice, 
Begina. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M 


NOBTH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 


Bktuani  showiDg  Diseases  Treated  at  Hospital,  Fort  MoLeod,  from  30th  NoTemlMry 

1884,  to  30th  Noveinberi  1885. 


DiaesMi. 


•  ••••••  ••••••  •••< 


'8trftiiui^..M 

ChAfet 

Oontasiom 
Ingrowing  toenail. 
OpthAlmi».......M 

Yaricose  Teins... 

Inoisic  wonndf^ 

FraetnreB......**  •••«.••. 

FfOBt  bites^- 

Bums ..•••••••  •••M«.< 

FoTor..*.*.  ••••••  ••••••««•« 

fiheamstiini...*..  •••••• 

DebiUtj..^ 

Oongh  and  eolds.  •-. 

Phthirif ^ _ 

Bnbo  (Sympailietio) 
Jipidjnitis. 


•••••••  •••••••••  ••••• 


!••••  ••••••  •••••  .   •>  •< 


•     ••••••••••• 


•  ••••••  ••••••  ••••••  •) 


Syphilis ... 
•Onane 


iionrfd  ••••••• 

'^tonorrhoaa....^.. .... 

Inak^tj  of  bladder 
Bolargedglandi..... 

BoilB 


M  •••••••«•  •••••< 


•  •••••••••  •••••.••»    .••••••••  • 


"Indiffeition  *•, 
Verttga....... 

OoUo..,..* ...... 

Conitipatlon. 
DIarriicBa...— . 
Ktnralgia..... 

Pain  in  chest. 
Toothache..... 

fleadache ...... 

Barache 
Deafness, 


I  •••.•...•  ••••••  •«...• 


'••..••*  •»»••••— 


Nnmber 

of 
Oases. 


6B 
1' 


'»■■•.........  ....M  • 


t...»...  M.4..M*  M.*..  » 


Nnmber 

of 
Days. 


36 


18S 

21 

164 

1 

8 

82 

18 

46 

82 

6 

268 

42 

46 

216 

80 

201 

K>7 

IS 

96 

180 

6 

U 

61 

1 

6 

2 

T 

8T 

21 

1 

8 

8 

8 

4 


ATScags. 


28 
8 

18 


14 
46 


16 


Q.  A.  EBNNBDT, 
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Battlbvobd,  N.W.T.,  Deoember,  1885. 

To  the  Offioer  CommandiDg 

North-West  Monnted  Police. 

Sol, — ^In  mtkiDK  my  annaal  report  for  the  past  year  I  woald  beg  leave  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  first  half  of  it,  when  holding  the  rank  of  Staff  Sergeant,  and  in  medi- 
cal diarge  at  Fort  Pitt.  The  health  of  the  small  detaobment  stationed  there  was 
ezoellent,  and  the  snpply  of  medicines  sent  ns  last  Febrnary  was  ample  The  jonr- 
nsy  down  on  the  scow  when  the  post  was  abandoned,  made  in  very  trying  weather, 
and  in  many  oases  with  insolBcient  clothing  and  blanke'ts,  was  very  well  borne  by 
the  men.  Constable  Loasby,  suffering  Arom  two  severe  flesh  wonnds  received  the 
day  we  started,  bore  the  journey  well,  showing  how  large  a  factor  pare  fresh  air  is 
ID  the  treatment  of  wonnds.  It  was  impossible  to  dress  his  wounds  properly,  he 
had  to  be  carried  on  and  off  the  scow,  wneuever  we  lauded,  often  up  steep  banks, 
and  on  an  impromptu  stretcher,  and  yet  after  six  days  of  such  usage  his  recovery 
was  as  rapid  as  any  cases  of  similar  severity  which  came  under  my  notice. 

On  assuming  medical  charge  of  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  at  Battleford , 
in  the  month  of  May  last,  I  found  myself,  as  we  were  brigaded  with  the  militia, 
'  binder  the  orders  of  Brigade  Surgeon  Strange,  whose  courtesy  to  the  medical  staff 
of  the  police,  of  all  rankSy  as  well  as  the  skill  and  kindness  he  exhibited  to  their 
ifouDded  under  his  care,  have  earned  for  him  the  gratitude  and  good  wishes  of  all 
who  came  in  contact  with  him. 

Owing  to  the  confusion  arising  from  the  number  of  refugees  in  the  barracks  at 
the  time  of  the  outlnreak,  which  necessitated  the  occupation  of  the  hospital  by  half- 
breed  families,  and  shortly  afterwards  as  a  barrack-room,  it  was  impossible  for  some 
time  to  keep  any  record  of  our  prescriptions,  and  later  on  the  use  of  one  hospital 
for  the  siCK  of  the  brigade,  and  the  necessity  for  a  constant  interchan^  of  drugs 
iSrom  one  having  what  the  other  was  deficient  in,  made  it  impossiUe  to  show 
aecorately  the  relative  expenditure. 

There  was  during  the  month  of  May  a  brigade  hospital  tent  for  the  wounded,  in 
which  both  police  and  militia  were  treated  by  the  brigade  medical  staff,  and  my 
duties  consisted  in  the  medical  treatment  of  the  police,  the  Battleford  Bifles,  and 
two  oompanies  of  Home  Guards.  During  the  month  of  June  1  accompanied  Gen- 
eral Middleton's  column  in  pursuit  of  Big  Bear.  We  left  Battleford  on  a  few  hours' 
notice,  and  obtained  our  supply  of  m^icines  from  the  Brigade  Surgeon  of  the 
colnmn  we  then  joined.  Owing  to  the  military  necessity  of  sub-dividing  the 
oohnnn,  we  were  not  always  as  well  supplied  as  was  desirable,  but  this  was  unavoid- 
able, a  very  few  of  the  men,  not  oi  very  strong  coustitutions,  suffered  from  the 
hardships  of  the  trip,  but  it  was  only  necessary  to  send  one  man  back.  He  was 
afterwards  invalided. 

Barly  in  July,  a  few  days  after  m^  return  to  Battleford,  I  was  placed  in  medical 
ohargeot  Col.  Otter's  Brigade,  and  this  continued  until  his  departure  in  October 
last  The  health  of  onr  men  was  good  during  the  summer,  but  in  September  last 
typhoid  or  enteric  fever  broke  out^  of  which  there  were  five  severe,  well  marked 
eases,  and  several  other  lighter  ones,  of  a  more  or  lees  doubtful  type.  Two  cases 
}HDved  fktaL  One  (Constable  fiontledge)  was  of  a  very  malignant  type,  and  he  died 
a  few  days  after  reporting  himself  sick.  The  other  case  (Constable  Dyer)  proved 
&tal  from  a  oomplicalion  &  inflammation  of  internal  organs. 
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As  I  have  been  directed  to  make  a  speoial  report  upon  the  subject  of  die  hoe- 
^ital  baildinK;  it  will  be  annecessary  to  enter  upon  the  sabjeot  now.  Every  efFort 
has  been  made  to  meet  my  wishes  in  this,  as  well  as  of  all  matters  connected  with 
the  health  of  the  men,  yet  nothing  short  of  a  building  erected  for  the  porpoBO  of  a 
hospital,  with  the  conveniences  reqi^ir^d  for  aoc)^  will  meet  the  requirements  of  a 
large  body  of  men« 

Oonsidering  the  large  number  of  recruits,  the  phirsique  of  the  men  is  exoelleot 
'There  are,  however,  always  a  few  who  are  scarcely  fitted  for  the  onerous  duties  our 
men  are  at  times  called  upon  to  perform  without  oeing  actually  ill ;  they  are  une- 

2ual  to  any  extra  strain,  thus  throwing  their  duty  upon  their  comrades.  This  oanmt 
e  readily  detected  by  the  examining^  surgeon  on  their  entering  the  force,  bat  only 
bv  testing  them  at  the  work.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  more  econopiioal  to  dis- 
charge* such  men  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant^ 
J.  WIDMBR  BOLPH,  M.D.,  UR.C.  Phys.  Iiond. 

Asriitant  Swrgeim. 


NOBTH-WBST  MOUNTBD  POMOB. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Oases  and  Average  Duration  of  Diseases  treated,  from  lit 

January  to  Slst  October,  1885. 


Disease. 


Kvmber 

of 
Days. 


Arerage 
Duratioii. 


Surgeon's 


Oonstipatioa < 

Influenza.... ..• .  ..^ 

Splenitis 

Headache..... 

Indigestion 

HTdrocele  ..••• .  mm*.  »...< 

Blongated  nmla 

SwelMd  thumb ^.. 

ProgressiTe  paralysis. 

Lacerated  wound 

TonsiUtis ... 

Mucous  patches 

Bronohitts 

Bcroiula.*.....M  ..*......« 

Orampa  ...^..^.. ......... 

Fistula  in  ano ....... 

Ulcerated  month .. 

Festered  finger 

Sprained  hand.....< 
C/oiio.......M  •••••——* 

Vomiting .* 

Sprainedshoulder 

Amygdalitis 

^l-nstialgia........... 

^^cne  ***..... ».«».....  I 

Chills  and  ferer... 
*8nDO......M.  f  •■  .M...  % 

Ohanere  ........ ..... 

Ulcerated  leg....... 

Rheumatism ........ 

Furuncle  •••••.•M ..... 

Bmise  ••  .M.«........i 

Chafe  .....^ 

Taricose  Teins 
Biliousness  .^•.. 
Lumbago........ 

Odontalgia  ». 


....••. ......... 


6 

e 
11 

4 

10 

4 

1 

6 

% 

6S 

84 

22 

1» 

6 

1 

8 

1 

16 

8 

1 

2 

9 

9 

2 

8 

6 

164 

27 

24 

144 

'26 

190 

8 

U 

69 

12 

7 


11 
2 

1 

8 

2 

27) 

i 

6 
1 
8 
1 

? 

1 

2 
9 
9 
2 
1 
6 

'3* 

12 


18 

2^ 
If 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Med.  and  du^. 
Returned  to  dnly. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Med.  and  dntr. 
Returned  to  duty. 
Med.  and  du^. 
Returned  to  autj. 

do 
Med.  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

t 

do 

Med.  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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ISaowiiro  the  Number  of  Gases  and  Average  DuratioD  at  Diseasea  treated,  from  lal 
January  to  3l8t  October,  l886^-C<me1udmL 


DilMMM 


••••••  ••••«•  M 


'Bprained  Mtkle  ^. 
C^rehitis. 

Bxcori*tk>ii  .  — « 
formined  wilit..^ 
Corysfta.M*.***  ..••< 
Oongk  «ad  ooldi 
CkmorrhoBs....  -^  ^^-^ 

UrticMiik  ••••M»«  ••••«M»«* 
NoiT001]|Mi>**MWM  »••••• 

OhabUin. 

PhjmoAia  and  «liaiMce. 
fnoaed  wound  ....-^ ... 
•Qonahot  woood  .^..t ... 
AbnwiOQ 


IK  toe...... ...... .. 

Contmioa  ......... 

-oose  iMOt  ••.•••  ...M 

▼6Tti^M^...  

TTannprrholdi  .... 

Soiain -^ 

Irritable  bladder.. 
Contnrion  of  taftide .. 

DebOi^ 

'Sore  band 

Sore  tbroat......... 

Deamees.  .........  *.• 

Plevi^...... ........ 

-Opthalmia  ....v.... .. 

xs^re  «»......•  ......... 

^nn  ftnAe  m....  .  • 

Ponctnred  wooiid 
€nt  finder .......... 

Ifaladal  ferer  — 
Paiainbaek  ....... 


Weak^eB 

Btrafai  •....  ....MM  ..M...^ 

Swelled  teetiele 

Swollen  glaod^....... 

lajved  hand~...M..  ••— 
Typboid  ^Ter......  ..... 

Bvned  leetMM** ..... .  < 

Oold  and  sore  throat.. 
Pain  in  ilde.....^..  .... 

THoerated  nuyatiiMM..  - 
Bmised  side^.. 
OaUrrh  ..^.^ 
Otalgia........... 

StFunedbaek 
Oat  lip.......... 

Sore  toe......... 

Pfociadt.......* 


Np.  of 
Cfi 


10 


18 


Dajs. 


M 

71 

92 

U 

T 

S 

1 

119 

ie» 

T 
4 
1 
1 
7 
84 
Ui 
1 

S8 

S 

74 

1 

48 

86 

ID 

77 

80 

88 

8 

1 

1 

44 

8 

8 

37 

10 

10 

117 

88 

1 

88 
2 
1 
87 
2 
8 
3 
188 

8 

1 
8 

87 

1 
2 
• 
8 

8 
8 


ATera|pe 
Dniadoa. 


I 

10^ 
10 

1 

f 

1 

J* 
»? 

1 
1 
1 

87 

1 
I 

? 

8 


Sorgeon's  Reniarira 


One  itill  under  treatment. 

ftetonied  to  dnty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Med.  and  dntr. 
aetamed  to  intj. 
do 
do 
Med.  and  dnty. 

do 

do 
Betnrned  to  dntj. 

do 
Betnraed  to  4iatj, 
Med.  and  datjr. 
Returned  todotj. 
Med.  and  dotr. 
Returned  to  duty. 
Med.  and  datj. 
Returned  to  datr. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Med.  and  dutj. 

do 
Returned  to  dutj. 

do 
Med.  and  dotr. 
ftetorned  to  dutj. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Med.  and  du^. 
Returned  to  duty* 

do 
Med.  and  duty. 
I  itill  under  treatnMnt 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 
4  Itill  under  treatntent. 
Returned  to  dutj. 
Med.  and  duty. 

do 

do 
Still  under  treatmoBt. 
Med.  aad  duty. 

do 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 
Med.  and  duty. 


Battliford,  7th  DeoembePi  1886. 


J.  WIDMEK  BOLFH. 
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APPENDIX     N. 


I4ST  of  th«  Koo-Oommissioned  OiBoers  and  M«d  of  the  North-  West  Mounted  Police 
Killed  in  the  oppression  of  the  late  Insorreotion. 


lag.Ko. 

Bank  and  Name. 

Xngagement 

Date. 

Bemaiki. 

1003 

1066 

862 

Oonitable  Gibson,  T.  J 

do       Arnold,  0.  P....... 

do       Garrett,  G.  K 

do  Oowan,  D.  L..— ... 
Oorporal  Sleigh,  R.  B 

do  Lowry,  W.  H.  T.  ... 
Oonatable  Barke.  P 

DnekLake 

do 

1886. 

March  26 .. 
do    26... 
do    26... 
AprU  13... 
Ma7      2... 
do       2... 
do       2... 
do      14... 

Killed  in  action. 
Died  27th  March,  1886. 
do               do 

636 
666 

807 
402 

Fort  Pitt 

Ont  Knife  HiU 

do          

do 

Killed  by  Indians. 

do    in  action. 
Died  8rd  Maj,  1886. 
do           do 

973 

do       Elliott,  F.  0 

Killed  bj  Indians  at  Battlefoid, 
while  scouting. 

Jmbt  of  Officers,  NoD-CommissioDed  Offloers  and  Men  of  the  North-Weet  Hoontcd 
l^olice  Wounded  in  the  soppreBsion  of  tiie  late  InsnrFeotion. 


Ho. 

Rank  and  Name. 

Bngagement 

Date. 

Nature  of  Wound. 

••M«MM 

Sopt  Orosie^  L.  N.  F 

DnekLake. 

do 

do       

do        

do      

do       

Fort  Pitt 

Out  Knife  Hill... 
Loon  Lake ........ 

Frenchman's 
Butte. 

1886. 

M'reh26 
do    26 
do    26 
do    26 
do    26 
do    26 
do    26 

April  13 

May     2 

do     28 

do     28 

Flesh  wound,  right  cheek ;  bullet. 

do          calf  right  leg     do 
Left  thigh  fractured ;  buUeu 
Scalp  wound ;  bullet. 
Flesh  wound,  upper  part  left  leg ;  buUtt 

do          len arm;  bullet. 
Struck  on  upper  part  of  chest  (left)  bf 
bulkt,  which  passed  upwards,  bsd- 
wards  and  downwards,  making  exit  st 
lower  angle  of  shoulder  blade,  leering 
the  lung  intacL 
WoundedlMth  thighs;  bullet 
do       abdomen          do 

632 
•86 

1117 
1048 
1046 

•16 

S6 

Corp.  Gilchrist,  T.  H 

Const  MiUar,  A a 

do     Gordon,  8.  F 

do     Wood|  J.  J 

do    Manners-Smith,  A... 

do    LoasbT,  0.  ............ 

Serfft.  Ward.  J.  H 

•83 

T16 

do    Fnnr,  W.  ............... 

Oonst  McRae,  D..^^. 

Shot  through  body          do 
Wounded  in  leg              do 

Digitized  by 


Google 


List  of  Prioce  Albert  Yolanteers  Woanded  in  the  sappre^sion  of  the  late  iDsarrection. 


Bank  and  Kame. 

=3^ 

XngAg«meDt. 

DAte. 

Remarks. 

€apt,  Moore,  H.  8..« ^... 

Duck  Lake 

do       

do       

do       

do       

1885. 
\(Arcb    26 

do       26 

do       26 

do       26 
do       26 

Shot  below  the  right  knee,  cansinfl^  frao- 
ture  and  maeh  oomminntion  of  tiUa^ 
and  orobably  of  fibnla.. — 

SerirtNcXab,  A ^ 

Pleah  wound  of  upper  third  of  left  arm 
alight  wound  of  thomb  and  first  finger 
of  left  hand. 

Flesh  wonad  of  lower  third  of  thigba 
fraotare  of  ring  finger,  and  fleah 
woand  of  middle  finger  of  left  hand  ; 
■light  scalp  H^und. 

Superficial  wound  of  skin  over  abdomen. 

Slight  wound  of  skin  over  cheat. 

CoDBt  Newett,  Chas 

do     Markley,  A 

Scout  Stewart 

List  of  Prince  Albert  Yolanteere  Killed  in  the  BuppreBsioD  of  the  late  InsurrectiOD. 


Rank  and  Name. 


Capt  Morton,  John 

Oorp.  Kapler,  Wm 

OoQst  Anderaon,  Job 

do    Bakie,  Jamea 

do    Illiott,8.  O 

io    Fither,  Alex 

do    IfiddleUm,  Robert  . 

do    MeKensle,  Daniel  A 
do    McPhall,Dan 


Bogagement. 

Date. 

1835. 

Duck  Lake  ....... 

March    36 

do       

do  26 
do       36 

do 

do       

do  36 
do  36 
do       26 

do       

do       •«.•••  .. 

do       36 

do       

do 

do  36 
do       36 

Remarkff. 


Killed  bj  bullet  wound  through  the  left 

chest,  passing  through  bodj. 
Two  abota  through  the  cheat  and  one 

through  leg. 
Shot  throuun  left  cheek,  ball  paaaing 

through  head. 
Shot  through  breaat. 
Shot  through  cheat  and  leg. 
Firat  shot  through  leg,  and  afterwardi, 

when   crawling  off  ground,  throagh 

the  head. 
Shot  through  the  breaat,  ball  entering 

under  right  arm  and  paasing  through 

cheat  and  out  under  left  arm. 
Shot  through  the  breast. 
Shot  through  the  head. 
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To  His  Bxcettene^  the  Most  HommraNe  fhs  Marquess  of  Imsimmt  Chvernar 

Qsneral  of  CkmadOj  Sc.,  dfc. 

Mat  it  Plbasi  Your  BxoiLunioTy 

The  undersigned  hsm  llie  heaoar  to  lay  before  Tonr  Bzoellenoy  thd  Annual 
feport  of  the  ComaiiieiMMr  of  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  Force. 

BespeotfUly  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  MAODONALD, 
SiqperintendeM^^jfenerat  cf  Indian  Affairs. 
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ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  COMMISSIONER  L.  W.  HBROHMBB,  NOBTHWaSP 

MOUNTED  POLICE,  1886. 


OrFIOB  OF  TOV  OOMMI88IONIB, 

North- WssT  Moontbd  Polios, 
*  BiGiNA,      Deoember,  1886. 

The  Bight  Honormble 

Sir  John  A  Maodonald,  G.C.B., 

President  Privy  Council, 
Ottawa. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  this  my  annaal  report  as  Commissioner  <tf 
the  North- West  Mounted  Police,  to  which  office  I  was  appointed  on  the  1st  April 
last,  together  wiih  the  annual  reports  of  the  Inspecting  Saperintendent  and  the 
Superintendents  Commanding  Divislotis  for  the  past  year,  i  also  enclose  reports 
from  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes  and  the  Assistant  Surgeons  as  to  the  Medical  depart- 
ment of  the  force. 

PEOTSOnON  OF  FaONTIBE  AND  PATROLS. 

A.S  soon  as  possible  after  taking  command,  I  took  steps  to  secure  the  safety  <^ 
the  frontier  by  esiablidhing  a  complete  line  of  oatposts,  connected  by  patrols, 
between  the  Manitoba  t>oundary  and  the  R  »cky  Mountains,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  the  result  has  quite  answered  my  expectations,  as  horse  stealing  and  . 
smuggling  have  been  to  a  great  extent  stopped.  Still,  it  has  only  been  by  constant 
exertion  and  watchfulness  that  so*  mich  has  been  done.  On  the  unavoidable 
withdrawal  of  a  party  in  September  bstween  the  head  of  the  Gvpress 
Mountains  and  Leth bridge,  a  maraading:  party  of  South  Piegans  immediately 
found  out  our  absence  and  attempted  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Constant  patroki 
have  been  carried  on  by  all  the  diviz^Ions  under  my  command,  resulting  in  not  only 
a  suppression  of  crime  in  their  immediate  districts,  but  on  several  occasions  by  the 
arrest  and  punishment  of  parties  who  had  managed  to  evade  our  frontier  patrols 
and  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the  interior  of  the  country.  The  attached  map  will 
give  you  some  idea  of  the  enormous  ti*act  of  country  that  lias  been  frequently 
patrolled. 

HORSES. 

I  found  the  Force  particularly  weak  in  horses,  being  not  only  very  much  too 
few,  but  also  in  many  cases  of  an  interior  description,  arising  partly  from  the  great 
quantity  of  work  done  during  1835,  but  generally  from  the  large  number  of  unsuit> 
able  horses  that  had  to  be  bought  in  a  hurry  during  the  rebellion,  and  afterwarda 
on  the  sudden  large  increase  of  the  Force  from  500  to  1,000  men.  Having  reported 
that  it  was  useless  to  keep  such  horses  ou  the  strength  of  the  Forbe  and  having 
received  your  sanction,  I  immediately  commenced  to  weed  out  all  the  horses  that 
I  considered  it  imposnible,  by  rest  and  ease,  to  matte  efficient,  and  from  time  to 
time  when  good  opportunities  for  sale  have  occurred  these  horses  have  been  offered 
to  public  competition  with  generally  mosi  satis&otory  results,  many  of  our  cast 
horses  selling  within  25  per  cent,  of  the  price  at  which  good  ones  have  been  bought 
to  replace  them. 

iilarly  in  the  season  125  horses  were  sent  up  from  Ontario  for  team  horaeSi  ia 
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which  the  Force  was  very  short,  advertisements  having  been  called  for  these  horses 
before  I  left  Ottawa  I  had  intended  to  have  porcbased  them  myself,  but  owing  to 
my  presence  being  required  at  headquarters  the  duty  devolved  on  the  Assistant 
Oommissioner,  and  a  good  many  horses  unsuited  for  Police  transport  were  por- 
ehased.  The  majority  of  the  horses  objected  to  were  too  heavy  for  our  work  and 
too  flat  in  the  feet,  but  were  otherwise  strong  and  able  horses.  As  many  of  these 
SB  possible  I  have  sold  at  remunerative  figures,  and  replaced  with  more  suitable 
horses,  but  the  exigencies  of  the  service  necessitated  some  of  those  retained  being 
employed  on  fast  trips,  before  being  seasoned,  through  sections  of  country  afford- 
ing only  alkaline  water,  and  we  have  Jost  a  few  from  this  cause.  As  the  rest  of 
these  horses  have  stood  a  particularly  hard  sujhmer's  work  with  great  scarcity  of 
water  and  are  now  in  fair  condition,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
acclimatized  and  will  do  the  transport  service  well .  The  first  season  bein£^  always 
hard  on  Ontario  horses  imported  to  this  country,  a  large  percentage  in  civil  busi- 
ness with  the  best  care  invariably  dying  the  first  year.  After  this  no  more  Ontario 
horses  will  be  required  for  any  purpose. 

The  horses  offered  here  now,  both  raised  in  the  North- West  and  imported  from 
British  Columbia  and  Oregon,vof  which  we  have  purchased  nearly  200  this  year^ 
are  giving  every  satisfaction.  While  on  firbt  purchase  it  is  very  difficult  to  get 
transport  horses,  I  have  found  after  a  short  time  on  our  feed  quite  a  number  of 
them  grow  and  fill  out  so  rapidly  that  in  future  this  class  will  supply  nearly  all  our 
wants  for  transport,  and  while  a  serviceable  team  of  Ontario  horses  cost  at  least 
$400  delivered,  these  western  hovFes  only  cost  $250  a  team,  and  are  not  nearly  so 
liable  to  disease  and  death  from  bad  water  and  exposure.  At  present  with  the 
exception  of  " G  "  Division  the  Force  is  very  well  horsed  indeed;  this  Division  is 
not  as  well  off  as  I  should  like,  but  with  care  and  good  management  will  be  able  to 
do  all  the  work  required  until  spiing,  when  I  would  recommend  that  a  number  of 
these  horises  be  cast  and  replaced  with  good  ones.  In  other  divisions  the  severity 
of  winter  work  will  certainly  find  out  the  weak  spots  in  some  of  the  horses,  and  I 
feel  certain  that  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  buy  one  hundred  remounts  in  the 
spring  to  enable  us  to  carry  out  next  season's  work,  and  while  the  present  efficient 
system  of  patrols  is  carried  out  it  must  be  expected  that  there  will  be  an  apparenUy^ 
to  eastern  people,  very  large  number  of  remounts  required.  This  is  caused  by  our 
being  unable  to  buy  horses  old  enough  for  the  work  and  consequently  being  obliged 
to  use  our  young  horses  at  first.  No  comparison  can  be  made  between  the  work 
done  by  our  horses  and  by  those  of  any  force  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  Not  only 
have  our  horses  frequently  to  travel  in  pursuit  of  horse  thieves  and  other  criminals, 
over  fifty  miles  a  day  for  some  days,  but  when  merely  patrolling  in  the  southern 
country  adjacent  to  the  boundary,  the  want  of  water  frequently  compels  parties  to 
exceed  this  distance  for  several  days,  and  *'  P  "  Division  in  September  on  the  march 
horn  Battleford  to  MacLeod  had,  on  one  occasion,  to  make  fifty  eight  miles  with 
loaded  teams.  To  this  must  be  added  the  extremely  cold  winters,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  when  duty  calls  of  taking  horses  from  stables  to  camp  on  the  bleak 
prairie  for  days  at  a  time. 

All  this  must  tend  to  use  up  a  large  number  of  horses,  which  people  un- 
aooustomed  to  our  country  and  our  work  naturally  consider  excessive.  A  number 
of  horses  slightly  stale  have  been  turned  out  for  the  winter,  and  will  be  taken  up 
early  in  the  spring,  generally  much  refreshed  by  this  treatment,  and  will  then  stand 
anotiier  season's  hard  work,  this  will  also  save  a  lot  of  forage. 

FORAGX. 

I  had  hoped  this  year  to  greatly  reduce  the  amount  required  to  purchase 
forage,  but  the  late  extremely  dry  season,  and  the  consequent  enormous  rise  in  the 
price  of  oats  all  over,  and  at  most  posts  of  hay,  has  necessitated  the  expenditure  of 
a  great  deal  more  money  than  I  expected,  but  every  care  has  been  taken  by  careful 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BtacklDg  and  economy  in  feeding  to  redaoe  this  expenditure  to  the  lowest  point 
diat  the  efficienoj  of  the  service  will  permit. 

TftANSPORT. 

As  maoh  as  possible  it  has  been  endeavored  to  do  away  with  all  outnide  tran- 
sport, and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  efforts  in  this  direction  have  boon  ^en- 
erally  saooessfal.  The  march  of  **  C "  Division  from  Maoleod  to  BUtloford  a 
distaoce  of  over  350  miles  through  an  uninhabited  country  and  of  *^  D  "  Division 
from  the  latter  place  to  Macleod  having  been  effected  at  a  total  cost  of  $250  for 
OQtside  freighters,  and  this  amount  could  have  been  saved  if  I  had  had  as  much 
experience  of  the  Police  as  I  now  have,  but  to  place  us  on  a  thoroughly  independ- 
ent and  efficient  footing  considerable  changes  must  at  once  be  made  in  transport. 

It  has  been  the  custom  from  time  to  time  to  purchase  transport  as  required^ 
and  many  of  the  vehicles  thus  purchased  are  found  on  trial  unequal  to  our  wants. 
With  your  permission  I  have  ordered  some  pattern  waggons  to  be  made,  to  be  oiled 
not  painted)  and  from  this  standard  it  is  proposed  to  buy  all  future  waggons  and 
hnckboards. 

HARNESS. 

The  barnoss  supplied  during  the  past  year  with  the  exception  of  a  few  sets 
necessarily  bought  in  the  country  from  local  dealers^  has  been  of  very  good  quality 
and  workmanship  indeod|  but  mnoco^sarily  heavy  for  our  present  requirements. 
I  have  already  sent  you  spccincations  of  harness  of  a  lighter  pattern  which  an 
experience  of  iourteen  years  has  taught  me  is  the  most  suitable  for  the  country.  I 
have  also  suggested  certain  alterations  in  the  halters  and  small  articles  of  leather 
sent  to  us  in  a  manufactured  state.  Many  of  our  horses  are,  when  bought,  wild  off 
the  plains,  and  halters  for  eastern  horses  are  of  no  possible  use  for  bronchos. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  future  you  will  sanction  our  making  all  these  and 
many  other  small  articles,  such  as  head-collars,  holsters,  hopples,  Ac,  ourselves,  we 
having  in  the  Force  in  the  person  of  Saddler  Major  Homer  a  mechanic  second  to 
no  tn^esman  in  the  Dominion,  and  we  only  require  a  few  good  stitchers  and  the 
leather  to  do  the  work. 

SADBLSRT. 

The  saddles  made  by  Messrs.  Main  &  Winchester  are  generally  of 
good  material,  but  should  be  at  least  two  inches  lorger  in  the  tree  to  enable 
us  to  carry  rolled  great  ooats  behind  the  saddle,  and  should  all  be  supplied  in  future 
wiUi  double  cinches,  as  in  hilly  sections  of  country  the  single  cinch  saddles  have 
to  be  drawn  too  tight  and  galls  are  certain  to  occur,  otherwise  these  saddles,  stand- 
ing all  sorts  of  weather  admirably,  are  well  adapted  for  our  use,  and  preferable,  all 
tmngs  considered,  to  any  I  know  of;  but  for  training  recruits  twenty  saddles  such 
as  are  issued  to  tiie  Mounted  Infantry  Schools  should  be  supplied  for  the  Biding 
School.  All  imitations  of  the  California  saddle  as  yet  made  in  Canada  are  unsuit- 
able, and  if  used  on  service  for  a  week  would  not  only  use  up  all  the  men  but  give 
sore  baeks  to  every  horse  in  the  command. 

MUICNAHB. 

A  numnah  as  now  supplied  will  not  last  four  months  if  constantly  used,  and  I 
have  recommended  lately  to  you  that  a  pattern  of  the  shape  suitable  for  our  service 
be  sent  to  Fimlico,  and  that  we  get  permission  to  obtain  an  adequate  supply  from 
the  Imperial  €h>vemment,  made  out  of  the  material  issued  to  the  Imperial  Cavalry 
imtil  a  suitable  article  ia  made  in  this  Dominion. 
7a— IJ 
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WHITMAN   BITS. 

The  Whitman  bits,  gCDorally  in  nse  throughout  the  Force,  are  well  Baited  to 
our  requirements,  when  hor^^es  are  once  thoroughly  broken,  but  are  useless  to 
break  horees  with,  and  I  have  suggested  that  a  few  cavalry  bits  and  bridoons  be 
furnished  for  breaking  purposes,  while  a  certain  proportion  of  Whitman  bits,  witk 
spare  springs,  should  oe  supplied  of  a  wider  make,  than  those  now  in  nse  for  horses 
requiring  them. 

ARMS. 

All  the  force  have  now  been  supplied  with  Bnfield  revolvers,  which  arm  is 
eminently  adapted  for  our  use,  and  all  have  Winchester  carbines.  This  weapon 
appears  to  be  well  suited  to  our  requirements,  but  needs  a  good  many  improve- 
ments, deficiencies  existing  in  the  sitS^hting  of  many  of  these  carbines,  and  they 
are  too  weak  in  the  stock.  In  future  purchases  these  defects  should  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

We  are  now  well  supplied  with  seven  and  nine-nounder  guns,  but  we  reqinrs 
ammunition  waggons.  Several  gun  detachments,  during  the  season,  have  been 
well  trained,  but  I  do  not  consider  these  guns  as  well  suited  to  the  country  or  tho 
encounters  we  are  likely  to  be  engaged  in,  as  machine  guns,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  each  division  should  be  provided  with  a  Mordenfeldt  gun,  which  is  easily 
handled  in  any  part  of  our  country,  and  £  believo  would  bo  much  more  effioaoioos 
in  action. 

AMMUNITION. 

Complaints  have  been  made  that  some  of  the  ammunition  is  weak,  but  all  that 
has  come  under  my  immediate  observation  at  headquarters  has  been  good  enoagli, 
the  failure  to  reach  the  targets  generally  being  occasioned  by  defective  sights  and 
inexperienced  marksmen.  An  extra  amount  of  ammunition  should  be  allowed  finr 
target  practice,  and  the  repayment  prioo  should  be  put  at  as  low  a  figure  as  pos- 
sible, to  encourage  men  on  the  prairie  to  practice  whenever  they  can. 

TARGET  PaAOTIOB. 

Target  practice  has  been  carried  on  in  all  the'  divisions,  but  while  many  of  the 
men  have  made  ozcellont  shooting,  a  considerable  number  hav«  done  poorly.  Tkis 
I  hope  to  remedy  next  eeason  by  careful  overhauling  of  the  carbines,  and  by  more 
instruction  in  preliminary  drill. 

PRSSXNT  SYSTEM  OF  OAEBYINa  OABBINX. 

The  present  eystem  of  carrying  the  carbine  on  the  horn  of  the  saddle,  while 
pertectly  suitable  for  patrolling,  is  not  adapted  for  close  ranks,  several  plans 
are  now  on  trial ;  and  it  is  proposed,  with  your  permission,  to  adopt  the  most  ocm- 
venient  next  season  for  the  whole  Force. 

INOREASB  OF  FOROS  AND  BBOBXnTS  BNQAGBD. 

During  the  last  year  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  increase  the  Force,  in  a  veiy 
limited  period,  from  500  to  1,000  men,  and  consequently  many  men  were  admittea 
who  ^ere  neither  suited  by  character  or  ability  to  perform  the  onerous  and  respon- 
sible duties  of  their  new  positions.  It  has  since  been  found  necessary  to  invalid 
some  of  these  men  who  were  passed  by  medical  examiners  in  eastern  Canada ;  and 
a  good  many  others  were  men  accustomed  to  lead  idle  lives  around  towns,  this 
class  finding  that  the  discipline  enforced  prevented  them  from  following  their 
natural  inclinations,  have,  in  many  caseSy  deserted ;  and,  owing  to  the  great  fiaoQft^ 
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tm  faniiahed  by  the  enormoafl  extent  of  ooantry,  have,  in  many  instanoes, 
vflbeted  their  escape,  bat  many  have  been  reoaptared ;  and  the  majority,  after  un- 
dergoing their  imprisonment,  have  tnrned  out  very  well  indeed. 

The  men  we  want  are  iarmere'  sons,  with  good  common  Bchool  edaoatioos, 
and  a  proportion  of  the  better  clasa  of  discharged  short  service  men  from  the 
Imperial  service.  Of  tht^se  two  classes  our  ^t  men  are  generally  composed, 
mlthou^h  we  have  a  number  of  young  men  of  good  family  and  education,  many  of 
wliom,  after  a  short  service,  in  which  thoy  get  accustomed  to  the  work,  are  all 
that  can  be  desired ;  but  it  is  to  the  farmers'  sons,  raised  in  the  Dominion,  that  I 
should  like  to  look  for  the  majority  of  our  recruits ;  this  class  of  recruits  all  under- 
stand the  care  of  horses,  and  are  accustomed  to  hard  outdoor  work,  to  the  climate 
and  to  taking  care  of  themselves  in  any  situation ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  short 
term  of  five  years  does  not  permit  us  to  keep  these  trained  men  a  sufficient  time  in 
Hie 'service;  the  best  and  smartest  generally,  after  one  period^  decline  to  re- 
engage, as  there  is  nothing  to  look  forward  to ;  at  the  expiration  of  five  years  they 
are  generally  young  men  feeling  able  to  turn  their  hands  to  anything ;  but  if  a 
second  period  is  put  in  very  few  would  care  to  adapt  themHelves  to  civilian  life; 
the  majority  know  this,  and  seize  the  many  good  chances  offering  of  taking  per- 
manent situations  after  their  first  period  of  service.  This  only  can  be  remedied 
by  a  system  of  pensions,  which,  if  carefully  administered,  would  retain  in  the  force 
m  large  percentage  of  our  best  men,  whose  example  would  be  everything  to  our 
i«oniits. 

Such  a  system  I  had  the  honor  lately  to  submit  to  your  consideration  and  the 
trifling  expense  incurred  would  be  many  times  over  repaid  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
Floroe,  which  only  requires  the  propects  of  such  a  reward  for  long  and  meritorious 
aervice  to  secure  and  retain  the  services  of  the  beat  men  in  the  Dominion. 

sntoroxmhit  or  liquor  l^w. 

The  enforcement  of  the  liquor  laws  is  the  most  disagreeable  and  trying  service 
the  North- We^t  Aiounted  Police  are  employed  upon,  and  in  this  particular  service 
Hiore  than  in  any  other  our  weakness  is  apparent.  Our  men  are  generally  young, 
snd  it  is  not  possible  to  expect  very  young  men  to  enforce  these  laws,  unless  thev 
have  a  large  proportion  of  older  and  steadier  men  to  set  them  an  example,  and  all 
with  a  future  in  the  service  before  them.  To  secure  an  efficient  Police  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  men  must  believe  that  they  are  better  off  than  they  could  be  out  of 
the  Force,  and  the  greatest  punishment  inflicted  should  be  dismissal,  no  constable 
should  be  kept  in  this  Force  who  requires  imprisonment  for  any  offence. 

OOMPXNflATIOH  VOB  KITS  AND  INORXASID  BATS  OF  XXTBA  PAT  TO  AETIZANS. 

Anotlei*  cause  of  complaint  has  just  been  removed,  viz.,  the  want  of  a  system 
of  compensation  for  kits.  Prudent,  careful  men  now  have  a  chance  of  saving  a 
Utile  money  by  receiving  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  those  articles  they  do  not 
require ;  and  if  the  increased  rates  of  pay  are  granted  that  T  have  recommended 
to  certain  artisans,  great  encouragement  will  be  given,  while  at  the  same  time 
great  savirg  will  accrue  to  the  Department,  enormoud  prices  being  charged  in  this 
oountry  for  the  simplest  repairs,  but  the  extra  pay  hitherto  giantod  to  mechanics 
when  employed  at  their  trades  has  not  been  a  sufficient  inducement  to  secure  good 
tradesmen. 

OOHDUOT  ARB  OOMTOBT  OV  HXN-- BANDS  AND  BXOBXATION  BOOMS. 

The  conduct  of  all  Divisions  since  I  took  command  has  been  generallv  very 
indeed,  and  the  erection  of  new  barracks  already  commenced  at  Lethbridge, 
egina  and  Battleford  will  greatly  tend  to  the  men's  comfort  and  enable  them  to 
4DJoy  a  little  amusement  when  off  duty,  the  want  of  suitable  recreation  rooms  having 
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been  the  caaRe  of  mont  of  the  instanoes  of  miscondaot  among  the  men»  they  havlog 
had  to  seek  any  little  amuBement  they  enjoyed  in  the  company  of  the  asnal  inhabi- 
lants  of  Irouiicr  towns  in  billiard  Baloons.  The  entire  absence  of  theatres,  oonoerta 
and  other  Bonrces  of  amusement  being  extremely  hard  on  young  men,  generally  of 
good  edncation,  but  with  the  advent  of  good  recreation  rooms  and  the  establishment 
of  bands  in  many  of  the  Divisions  most  of  these  drawbacks  will  be  forgotten. 

Both  "H"  and  "B"  Divisions  have  already  good  bands  entirely  without 
Government  assistance,  and  a  band  (instruments  provided  by  the  Department)  tea 
just  been  started  at  headquarters.  Other  bands  will  shortly  follow,  and  I  woirid 
recommend  that  a  yearly  grant  of  $50  be  made  to  each  Division  for  the  purohftaa 
of  music. 

BAJtBAOKS  IN  OHAROS  OF  PUBLIO  WORKS  DBPABTHBHT. 

• 

The  handing  over  the  erection  and  repairs  of  barracks  to  the  Department xtf 
Public  Works  will,  I  think,  work  admirably,  but  a  competent  Clerk  of  Wocka 
should  be  appointed  to  attend  to  Police  basiness  only,  as  there  is  plenty  of  work 
for  one  man,  and  constant  practice  at  our  work  would  soon  render  the  servioeB^of 
^n  experienced  maa  much  more  valuable  to  our  department. 

XRIOTION  OP  NSW  BARRACKS, 

As  it  is  proposed  to  erect  new  barracks  at  Prince  Albert,  where  I  have  lately 
recommended  the  selection  of  a  suitable  site  at  a  reasonable  figure,  and  at  Oalgarj 
«nd  Edmonton  (where  I  have  not  yet  found  a  site),  and  at  Battlelord,  I  wovid 
strongly  urge  the  adoption  of  brick,  as  being  cheaper  in  the  end  and  better  adapted 
to  resist  fire,  and  in  future  all  barracks  should  be  two-storeyed,  being  more  easily 
heated  and  less  expensive  in  construction. 

A  new  post  is  also  required  at  Wood  Mountain,  which  must  always  be  an 
important  point,  and  many  small  outposts  are  also  needed  ;  but,  owing  to  the 
present  unsettled  routes  of  various  railways  about  to  be  constructed,  it  is  not 
advisable  to  spend  money  until  we  are  satisfied  where  barracks  will  be  permanently 
required,  and  for  the  present,  rented  buildings  and'  boarding  houses  must  meet  our 
requirements  in  winter,  and  tents  in  summer. 

PICKET  PBNOS  ROUND  BARRACKS. 

Strong  picket  fences  are  also  required  at  all  posts,  as  the  annoyance  caused  by 
oattle  U  great,  and  without  proper  fences  it  U  impossible  to  keep  both  Indians  and 
eattie  outside  the  post. 

BARRACK  PURNITURI. 

Now  that  the  location  of  permanent  barracks  has  been  finally  settied  at  all 
important  points,  I  would  euggest  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  supplying  suit- 
able barrack  furniture,  more  particularly  iron  bedsteads,  the  same  as  are  in  use  ia 
the  Imperial  service.  These,  instead  of  the  present  makeshift  trestle  and  board 
style,  would  materially  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  men  and  greatly  improve  die 
appeal  ance  and  cleanliness  of  the  rooms. 

PHT6IQUB  OP  POROB. 

The  physique  of  the  fo»"ce  is  very  fine  and  improving  all  the  time,  the  trouUe 
being  to  get  clothing  large  enough ;  but  now  that  our  clothing  is  generally  made 
in  Canada,  with  proper  size  rolls  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  guarding  agaimit 
this  mistake. 
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CLOTHINq. 

•  To  keep  this  Force  dressed  as  it  should  be,  a  year's  supply  of  clothing  should 
always  bo  on  hand  at  Retina,  under  the  present  system  since  I  have  taken  com- 
mand we  have  always  been  short. 

SSTABLISHMBNT  OF  TAILOR*S  DEPARTMENT   AT  HB\DQUAaTEB8. 

The  establish mont  of  a  propar  tailor'*^  shop  at  headquarters  with  a  com- 
petent Master  Tailor  will  greatly  improve  the  tit  of  the  clothing  and  with  that  the 
appearance  of  the  men. 

BUFFALO  OYSaoOATJ. 

The  impossibility  of  furnishing  the  men  who  have  j  )ined  this  year  with 
buffalo  overcoats  has  afforded  me  tho  greatest  uneasioeKS,  a^  the  Force  in  winter  is 
quite  useless  without  some  such  proiection,  and  a^  yet  no  efficient  substitute  has 
been  found.  For  this  winter  we  are,  however,  well  supplied  by  the  arrival  of 
seventy -fi 70  guard  coats,  with  which  wo  can  manage  this  season. 

BIDINa  SCHOOL  AT  HBADaUABTlBS. 

The  construction  of  a  most  commodious  Biding  School  at  Begina  is  found  of 
the  greatest  service;  hitherto  drill  has  been  almost  at  a  stand  still  during  winter  at 
Headquarters,  but  now  all  the  recruits  can  b3  thoroughly  trained  in  the  winter, 
and  be  ready  for  prairie  service  when  required  in  ihe  spring,  and  the  Department 
having  lately  appointed  to  an  Inspectorship,  Captain  Matthews  formerly  Biding 
Master  and  Adjutant  of  tho  3rd  Imperial  Hussars,  has  placed  me  in  a  position  to 
avail  myself  to  the  fullest  of  these  advantjtres.  All  constables  on  joining  ara 
thoroughly  instructed  in  drill  by  Inspector  Matthews  and  in  Police  duties  hj 
Superintendent  Gagnon,  an  experienced  lawyer. 

STANBINO  ORDEBS  AND  BRILL  BOOK. 

Bevised  Standing  Orders  for  the  Force  are  now  ready  for  the  printer,  and  a 
ehort  and  concise  drill  book  is  being  pre))ared  to  which  instructions  in  Police 
Hlnties  and  simple  rules  of  Veterinary  practice  will  be  attached,  which  will  place  ia 
each  Constable's  possession  a  complete  explanation  of  all  bis  various  duties. 

CAMPS  OF  iNSTRUonoir* 

A  camp  of  iuHtruction  was  establlBhed  at  Calgary  during  the  summer^part 
-of  "  G  "  Division  j  )ined  **  B  "  and  both  wt?ro  inbpected  by  you  in  August,  it  is 
proposed  next  year  with  your  consent  to  form  several  camps  at  suitable  place),  as 
the  result  of  the  last  was  most  satisfactory, 

SSTABLtSHAIBNT  OF  A   DBTEOTtVB  FOftOB. 

The  establishment  of  a  small  force  of  reliable  detectives,  already  authorlzad,  is 
"argently  required,  particularly  if  the  NorthWost  liquor  laws  are  to  be  still  en* 
forced.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  tho  enforooment  of  this  law  tho  Police  receive 
very  little  real  encouragement  from  the  cl^ss  of  settlers  who  ard  loudest  in  their 
oomplaints  of  its  evasion,  if  the  settlers  opposed  to  liquor  do  nit  care  to  take 
the  responsibility  and  odium  of  laying  information  it  is  useless  for  them  to  com* 
plain  that  the  Police  are  not  sufficiently  zealous  in  this  diroction. 

BATIONS  8UPPLIBD,  BAKE  OVENS,  BXTdA  PAT  POa  BAKERS. 

The  rations  supplied  to  the  Force  daring  the  last  season  have  heen,  on  the 
whirie,  exceUent,  but  in  many  places  where  meat  should  be  cheapest  the  ooutract 
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prioe,  owiDg  to  want  of  competition  and  arrangementB  between  traders,  has  been 
much  too  high;  For  instance,  beef  at  Eegina,  where  it  has  all  to  be  brought  from  a 
distance,  is  only  seven  certpp er  ponrd«  while  at  Macleod^'t  is  ten  and  at  Edmonton, 
Battleford  and  Prince  Albert  it  is  twelve  and  one-half  cents  per  pounds  In  intnre 
only  Hungarian  patent  floor  should  be  called  for,  aa  Sti  ong  Baker's  seems  a  varia- 
ble grade  and  the  delay  in  proving  this,  and  makiog  the  contractor  get  better,  is  a 
constant  trouble.  Dnnng  the  summer  we  have  tried  buy! ne  broad,  giving  local 
bakers  onr  flour  to  bake  up,  but  I  am  cl  o|  inion  that  with  Huocarian  flour  and  a 
little  better  working  pay  to  bakers  tie  bukiDg  ourselves  is  a  cheaper  a  ad  better 
fijstemr  in  every  way,  and  ovens  should  be  erected  at  every  post  not  already  sup- 
plied, as  the  more  work  we  can  do  within  ourselves  the  more  efficient  we  will  be 
in  times  of  trouble. 

PATMXHT  OV  ACCOUNTS  AND  BI-SSTABLISHMEMT  OF  6UPPLT  STORE  AT  HKADQUA2TBR8.' 

The  system  lately  adapted  of  paying  accounts  from  Eegina  works  very  wellin- 
deed,and  I  think  the  re-estaolishmetit  of  a  supply  store  at  headquarters,  for  the  wholo 
Force,  will  work  admirably,  when  the  old  buildings,  lately  used  by  the  men  as  quar- 
ters, are  fitted  up  tor  the  purpose.  Still  it  will  be  lound  necessary  to  purchase  many 
little  things  at  tne  headquarters  of  the  various  Divisions,  and  where  they  can  be 
obtained  at  fair  piicee,  I  consider  in  a  new  and  struggling  country,  with  proper 
anpervifiion  from  the  officers,  this  practice  should  be  encouraged. 

PUBOHASI  OF  SUPPLIES. 

fAs  far  as  possible  it  has  been  my  aim  to  purchase  all  forage  and  other  sap- 
^lies  entrusted  to  me  to  purchase  from  the  settlers  at  each  post,  bue  the  failure  of 
the  crop  throughout  the  North-West  last  summer  has  necessitated  most  of  the 
oata  coming  from  Manitoba,  and  in  some  places  the  settlers  have  yet  to  learn  that 
the  Police  intend  to  get  their  supplies,  at  any  rate,  at  as  low  a  price  as  ordinary 
individuals  can  buy  them. 

MEDICAL  DBPABTMSNT. 

Irregularities  have  occurred  hitherto  in  keeping  the  medical  histories  of  men, 
and  I  have  issued  very  stringent  instructions  on  this  point,  but  the  unavoidable- 
employment  of  civilian  surgeons  at  mary  pof^ts,  over  whom  I  have  little  or  no 
oontroly  is  a  gieat  drawback  to  obtaining  efficient  relurns,  and  1  consider  more- 
snigeons  are  required  in  the  Force ;  it  is  impossible,  without  ample  assistance,  for^ 
the  Senior  Surgeon  to  keep  his  department  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  and  business* 
like  manner. 

YXTSBINABT  SURGSONS. 

Another  Yeterinary  Surgeon  is  ure^ently  required,  there  being  only  one  at 
present,  Mr.  Biddell,  to  look  after  ten  Yeterinary  Sergeants  scattered  all  over  the 
<X)untry,  and  now  that  our  establishment  calls  tor  90U  horsep,  at  least  two  com- 
petent men  are  required,  unless  all  the  Yeterinary  Sergeants  were  qualified 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  which,  with  our  present  rate  of  pay,  can  hardly  be  expected. 

The  pay  allowed,  $'700  per  annum,  under  the  Act,  for  a  Yeterinary  Surgeon, 
is  not  sufficient  for  the  services  of  a  competent  man,  and  at  that  salary  I  fear  we 
cannot  expect  to  lone:  retain  the  services  of  an  efficient  professional  man.  The 
Inspectors  of  this  Force,  on  appointment,  receive  $1,000,  and  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  that  professional  services  can  be  obtained  for  less.  I  would  respecttully 
suggest  that  the  salary  of  the  Yeterinary  Surgeon  be  increased  to  not  exceeding^ 
tl,200,  and  that  one  assistant,  at  least,  be  allowed  at  not  exceeding  $1,0Q0..  I 
MBure  you  the  increased  expense  would  be  more  than  saved. 
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▼ELLS. 


Additional  welle  have  lately  been  sunk  at  all  our  posts,  and  an  ample  eapply  of 
water  has  generally  been  obtained,  and  the  arrangemeDts  made  for  the  supply  of 
manual  fire  engines  and  hose  will,  with  onr  usual  backet  system  and  Baboocks, 
which  is  fully  kept  up,  render  us  tolerably  safe  from  fire ;  but  in  the  northern 
posts,  owing  to  the  continued  and  prolonged  cold  weather,  a  small  chemical  engine 
Bhoold  be  supplied. 


TANKS  AND  WINDMILLS. 

A  good  tank  and  windmill  should  be  erected  at  all  posts  next  season,  the  wind 
Mowing  nearly  every  dajr  in  this  country  being  sufficient  to  keep  the  tank  con- 
stantly full,  and  with  proper  construction  and  a  stove  beneath  there  would  be 
little  tear  of  the  tanks  freezing  in  the  coldest  weather. 

TINTS. 

The  bell  tents  supplied  to  the  force  are  too  small  and  very  inconvenient  for 
permanent  camps,  it  being  impossible  to  use  bedsteads,  and  the  men  have  to  lie 
constantly  on  the  ground. 

For  outpost  service  I  would  suggest  that  a  certain  number  of  oblong  tents, 
madeof  heavy  duck,  with  three  feet  walls,  be  supplied,  in  these  men  can,  when 
camped  at  one  place  for  a  length  of  time,  erect  temporary  bedsteads,  and  thus  save 
themselves  from  a  great  deal  of  rheumatism,  from  which  a  good  many  of  our  best 
men  sa£fer. 

Each  division  should  also  be  supplied  with  six  A  tents,  8  feet  square,  made  of 
strong  duck,  for  small  patrol^,  and  three  tents  18  ieet  square,  wi'rh  6  feet  walls  and 
a  centre  pole  only,  and  with  guy  stakes  at  each  corner,  should  also  be  supplied 
to  each  Division ;  these  tents,  when  floored  and  Hoed  with  matched  lumber  and 
supplied  with  a  stove  could,  on  emergency,  make  good  winter  quarters  for  outposts, 
and  make  capital  store  tents. 

nOKIT  LINXS. 

The  picket  lines  we  are  able  to  obtain  in  Canada  are  of  very  poor  quality, 
kinkiog  all  Dp  when  wet,  and  wearing  out  very  fast.  A  better  class  of  rope  is 
supplied  to  the  United  States  Cavalry,  and  a  quantity  of  this  material  is  required 
ior  opr  service.  It  is  difficult  to  get  constables  to  carry  rope  that  is  constantly 
kinking  aod  giving  great  trouble,  and  the  loss  of  several  horses  during  the  last 
summer  may  thus,  I  think,  be  attributed  indirectly  to  the  unsuitable  rope  we  are 
aUe  to  buy. 

TXLXGBAPH  BTSTXM. 

The  telegraph  lines  have  been  of  great  assistance  during  the  year,  but  a  line 
from  Edmonton  to  Calgary  is  badly  needed,  and  the  line  should  be  continued  to  the 
boimdary  south  of  Fort  Macleod.  At  all  important  stations  the  lines  should^  be 
ran  iDto  the  Bairacks,  as  under  the  present  system  we  cannot  use  them  during 
the  night  and  during  portions  of  Sundays.  Wood  Mountain  and  Maple  Creek 
ahould  also  be  connected  with  the  telegraph  lines  south  of  the  boundary. 

PBINTINa  PRKSS. 

I  applied  lately  for  a  small  and  convenient  printing  press,  this  would  save  an 
enoimoQS  amount  of  writing,  and  enable  us  to,  at  all  times,  have  a  sufficient  snp-^ 
ply  of  forms  on  hand. 
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DS8BBTION8. 


Most  of  the  deserters  daring  tbe  past  year  were  men  who  had  not  completed 
a  year'd  service,  many  of  them  bat  a  few  months,  and,  with  very  few  ezcej^ooi^ 
were  men  of  a  wandering  di^iposition,  who  woald  not  be  contented  in  tnj 
sphere  of  life.  As  a  rale,  desertions  take  place  during  the  first  year  of  servioe, 
and  the  seeming  large  number  daring  the  past  year  is  dae  to  the  late  harried 
increase  in  the  strength  of  the  Force,  when  many  men  of  a  class  were  engaged 
who,  otherwise,  woald  not  have  been  accepted. 

With  reference  to  the  remainder,  two  were  at  the  time  under  arrest  for  a 
breach  of  discipline,  and  rather  than  stand  their  trial,  broke  oot  of  barracks  aitd 
escaped.  Four  were  men  stationed  in  the  western  districts,  and  deserted  for  do 
other  reason  than  that  of  obtaining  the  high  wages  oiSered  to  men  in  the  mines  ia 
Moatana,  U.S.  Two  were  granted  leave  of  absence  to  attend  to  private  aflkirs  ia 
the  East,  and  did  not  return  at  the  expiration  thereof.  One  was  acting  as  Qaart6^ 
master  Sergeant  in  the  northern  district,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of 
his  Commanding  Officer  and  Division,  committed  breaches  of  discipline,  for  which, 
had  he  been  tri^,  woald  have  resulted  in  severe  punishment;  rather  than  undergo 
this,  he  deserted. 

QINBRAL  STATE  07  DIVISION. 

It  has  been  my  aim,  since  appointment,  to  keep  the  Divisions  in  the  west  ii 
every  way  ready  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise.  All  those  Divisions  are  noir 
well  horsed,  armed  and  equipped,  and  each  is  at  its  fall  strength,  and  generally  all 
ranks  are  well  up  in  their  work;  and  if  unfortunately  they  are  called  upon  at  any 
time  to  face  the  Indians^  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  found  quite  equal  to  tlM 
occasion. 

HEALTH  or  THI  FORCE. 

The  general  health  of  the  Force  has  been  excellent  during  the  last  year,  and 
with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  fever  at  Battleford,  which  unfortunately  re- 
sulted in  five  deaths,  there  has  been  no  serious  illness,  every  precaution  havii^ 
been  taken  to  keep  the  barracks  and  their  environs  scrupulously  dean ;  to  this 
may  be  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  our  immunity  from  sickness. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  BEPAKTMENT. 

During  the  last  year  assistance  has  in  every  way  been  rendered  to  the  Indtiii 
Department,  and  escorts  have  been  furnished  for  the  conveyance  of  treaty  money 
through  the  country  whenever  required ;  and  small  parties  have  also  been  present 
at  nearly  all  the  treaty  payments,  and  all  information  gathered  throughout  the 
country,  of  any  interest  to  that  Department,  has  at  once  been  reported  to  the 
Ck>mmissioner. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  CANADIAN  PAOIFIO    RAILWAY. 

The  presence  of  several  thousand  navvies  at  Soger's  Pass,  Donald,  and  other 
places  along  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  in  British  Columbia,  sod 
tiie  impossibility  of  preventing  the  influx  of  liquor,  and  consequent  probability  of 
serious  disturbance,  occasioned  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  to  apply  to 

;ou  for  a  detachment  of  police,  which  was  at  once  sent,  and  remained  under 
nspector  Piercy,  until  the  completion  of  the  snow  slides  and  other  work.  Lav 
and  order  was  strictly  enforced  all  summer,  and  the  work  was  finished  without  any 
unpleasantness.  This  service  was  particularly  trying  to  cur  constables.  Tbensnal 
amusements  to  be  found  in  railway  towns  were  plentiful ;  and  it  is  to  bo  regretted 
thai  several  of  our  finest  men  got  into  trouble,  and  rather  than  face  the  conse- 
quences, deserted. 
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MAIL  B0BB1BIX8. 

DnriDg  the  Bommer  the  Boyal  mail  was  robbed  on  two  occasions.  The  robber 
of  the  Prince  Albert  mail  has  been  Becnred  and  sentenced,  bnt  the  Cadgary  robben 
are  still  at  large. 

The  mails  on  the  routes  between  Calvary  and  Edmonton,  Swift  Oorrent  and 
Battleford,  and  Qa'Appelle  and  Prince  Albert  were  constantly  escorted  by  Polioo 
after  the  robbery  until  the  cold  weather  removed  the  necessity,  and  sinoe  then 
outposts  have  been  eetablished  at  points  along  the  roads  for  the  winter,  but  paUtrf- 
ling  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  it  is  considered  advisable  in  the  spring. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  throughout  the  country  have  been  very  quiet  and  apparenUy 
contented  during  the  year,  bat  every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  keep  stron|f 
bodies  of  Police  well  equipped  at  all  important  points,  and  constant  patrols  in  the 
neighborhood  of  reserves  have  been  kept  up.  in  the  north  there  is  every  reasoQ 
to  believe  that  no  future  trouble  is  likely  to  occur,  as  the  Police  are  quite  equal  to 
any  emergency  there. 

In  the  south  the  dangerous  proximity  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  reserves^ 
and  the  numerous  influences  at  work  to  irritate  our  Indians,  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful being  the  necessity  they  are  under  of  surrendering  all  stolen  horses,  while 
horses  stolen  from  them  are  not  recovered  in  the  United  States,  always  will  affiml 
cause  of  uneasiness,  and  necessitate  the  greatest  watchfulness  on  our  part,  pu^ 
ticularly  as  loog  as  the  Indians  are  well  armed  and  horsed,  coupled  with  tbo 
enormous  chances  they  have  of  doing  damage  at  a  moment's  notice  among  tko 
numerous  herds  of  cattle  that  now  completely  surround  their  reserves^ 

RANOHIKO   PR0SPS0T8. 

Great  strides  have  been  made  in  ranching  this  season,  and  while  at  first  it  was 
considered  that  only  a  small  tract  of  country  in  the  weet  was  suitable  for  winter* 
KDg  cattle,  large  herds  are  now  wioterioff  as  far  east  as  Wood  Mountain,  and  froaa 
the  condition  of  cattle  that  I  saw  there  that  had  wintered  out  in  1874  and  1875,  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  Wood  Mountain  will  in  future  feed  large  herds  of 
cattle.  The  cattle  men  on  this  side  of  the  line  have,  however,  next  season  to  make 
up  their  minds  that  beef  in  the  North- West  is  only  worth  its  value  in  eastern  mar- 
kets less  freight  and  charges.  A  great  drop  in  value  has  occurred  this  year  already^ 
and  next  season  the  cattle  industry  will  be  on  a  business  footing. 

CROPS. 

While  a  Very  unfavorable  season  has  generally  interfered  with  the  prospeots 
<tf  the  settlers,  still  at  certain  points  good  crops  have  been  grown,  and  at  Calgary 
and  Bdmon ton  plenty  of  oats  nave  b^n  secured  for  the  police,  and  an  exeellent 
crop  of  wheat  has  been  raised  at  Prince  Albert. 

As  a  rule  too  little  fall  ploughing  is  done  in  the  North- West,  and  there  is 
consequently  too  much  hurry  among  farmers  in  the  spring,  and  large  tracts  of 
hud  are  sown  but  not  saffioiently  worked ;  nearly  all  the  farmers  work  too  much 
land  for  their  strength,  and  but  very  few  indeed  make  any  use  of  the  manure 
from  their  barnyard^  and  although  at  nearly  all  Police  posts  farms  are  quite  oloae^ 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  manure  is  drawn  from  our  stables  by  any  farmers. 

OAMl. 

While  the  larger  game  is  rapidly  diBappearing  in  the  country,  a  oonsideraUe 
number  of  small  deer  and  antelope  are  still  to  be  seen,  and  furs,  such  an  beaver, 
lynx  and  mink,  are  in  many  parts  still  very  numerous  indeed,  and  afford  good 
'  wages  in  winter  to  those  who  are  able  to  follow  hunting  for  a  living. 
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Since  my  appolDtment,  I  have  received  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Officers, 
NoB-Commiasioned  Officers  and  men  generally^  and  all  ranks  have  shown  a  laud- 
able desire  to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  afforded  for  increasing  their 
knowledge  of  matters  connected  with  their  profession ;  and  it  the  services  of  the 
17orth-West  Mounted  Police  have  been  acceptable  to  the  country  daring  the  time 
I  have  held  the  Commissionershipy  to  the  above  canses  must  be  attribnted  the 
reanlt. 

I  append  hereto  the  annual  reports  of: — 

Inspecting  Superintendent  Herchmer. 
Superintendent  Cotton. 
do  McUiree. 

do  Gagnon. 

do  Neale. 

do  Steele, 

do  Perry, 

do  Oriesbaoh. 

do  Jarvis.   * 

do  Antrobns. 

Inspector  Howe. 
Distribution  state  of  men  and  horses. 

Annual  reports  of  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes ;  the  Assistant  Surgeons  and  Junior 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Force. 

Beturn  of  criminal  and  other  cases  disposed  of  in  the  North- West  Territories 
from  1st  December,  1885,  to  30th  November,  1886. 

JSetnm  of  cases  disposed  of  by  Inspector  Piercy  as  Commissioner  of  Police  and. 
JuBtice  of  the  Peace  for  British  Columbia  while  on  duly  in  that  Province. 
Map  showing  Patrols  of  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


L.  W.  HBBCHMEB, 
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APPENDIX  A. 


ANNUAL  SBPOBT  OF  INSPBCTINO  SUFEBINTBNDBNT  HEBGHHAB»  18M. 

Calgabt,  2iid  December,  1886L 

SiB,^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  anniial  report  for  the  year  ending  30ik 
November. 

POLIOB   DUTT. 

Daring  the  year  a  great  deal  of  police  duty  was  performed  as  is  shown  by  the 
return  forwarded  with  Superintendent  Antrobus'  report. 

PATROLS. 

fiegular  patrols  were  sent  out  in  different  directions. 

ILLICIT  LIQUOR. 

A  large  quantity  of  illicit  liquor  was  seized  and  spilt.  On  one  occasion  Inspector 
Watlam  seizM  fifty-five  gallons  in  possession  of  two  men  named  O.  Lafferty  and  J. 
Toaog,  apparently  en  route  to  Edmonton;  at  same  time  seising  three  horses,  one 
waggon  and  harness,  and  camp  outfit.  These  were  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Customs  and  sold,  the  men  tried  and  convicted. 

On  another  occasion  Inspectors  Hoodie  and  fiiddell  seized  300  gallons  which  had 
been  unloaded  from  a  grain  car  on  ihe  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  at  Langdon.  In 
connection  with  this  four  men  wore  arrested,  tried  and  convicted. 

The  balance  of  liquor  seized  was  in  quantities  of  ten,  five  and  two  gallons,  in 
some  instances  at  the  railway  station,  it  being  addremed  to  fictitious  names,  and  put 
ap  in  various  ways  calculated  to  escape  detection.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there 
has  been  collusion  on  the  part  of  railway  employes,  or  eUe  this  system  of  smuggling 
liquor  oonld  not  be  carried  on.  A  bagrgageman  here  was  tried,  convicted  and  dia> 
miflsedbythe  railway  company  for  having  connection  with  this  traffic.  Liquor  is 
also  brought  in  on  passenger  trains  from  the  west,  being  packed  in  hand-bags,  and 
carried  in  bv  passengers  at  Donald,  and  left  on  the  seats  ot  passenger  coaches.  If 
the  police  aetect  anything  wrong  or  suspicious,  the  hand-bags  are  not  claimed,  sa 
that  there  is  no  conviction. 

In  all  these  cases  above  the  liquor  was  spilt,  anounting  to  about  600  gallons. 

DRILL. 

Every  opportunity,  weather  permitting,  was  taken  advantage  of  for  drillings 
both  dismounted  and  mounted,  and  the  men  were  put  through  regular  target  prao-> 
tioe.  I  would  suggest  that,  as  Oalgary  is  rapidly  settling  up,  bef<Hre  it  is  t03  late  a 
piece  of  ground  m  laid  aside  for  a  rifle  range. 

OOHXAND  OV  '^a"  DIVISION. 

On  the  *lth  April  Supt  Antrobus  took  over  command  of  <<E  "  Dmsion  from  me^ 
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OAMP. 


Daring  the  summer  "  E  "  DiviBion  and  the  headqnarterfl  of  '<  G  '*  Division,  oonsist* 
ing  of  one  officer  and  fifty  men,  were  camped  on  the  Bow  JRiver.  and  remained  thero 
fbf  abont  six  weeks.  This  had  an  eiroellent  effect,  and  gave  a  good  opportunity  of  per- 
fecting the  men  and  horses  in  drill  and  camp  work.  I  would  suggest  that  next 
sammer  a  larger  camp  be  formed  here,  it  being  a  very  central  place  ror  the  western 
divisions  to  meet.  Two  hundred  men  could  easily  be  massed  from  ^*  B/'  "  6/'  <<H'' 
and  '<D"  Divisions. 

INSPBOTIONS. 

I  visited  Edmonton  and  Fort  Saskatchewan  three  times,  the  first  occasion  in 
Pebruary  on  special  duty ;  then  in  May  and  November,  when  I  inspected  "  G  •* 
Division.  I  visited  Fort  Macleod  five  times ;  Inspected  the  divisions  thrice  the  other 
two  visits  being  to  purchase  horses.  I  also  inspected  once  at  Lethbridge  and  twioe 
mt  Medicine  Eat,  and  went  to  Begina  three  times  on  special  duty.  Beports  on  all 
inspections  were  made. 

MOUNTAINS. 

A  detachment  of  one  officer,  two  non«coros.  and  fourteen  constables  was  staticmed 
in  the  mountains  for  special  service  in  connection  with  the  railway,  and  placed  at 
Donald  and  Rogers'  Pass  daring  the  time  construction  was  being  carried  on,  and  did 
excellent  service  in  preventing  and  checking  crime.  At  times  there  were  at  least 
8,000  laborers  employed,  and  all  within  thirty  miles  of  road,  a  large  number  being 
together  near  Xtogers'  Pass.  There  was  alcio  the  consequent  large  number  of  despo* 
i«te  characters  who  follow  construction.  Still  there  were  no  serious  crimes  oom* 
mitted,  which  shows  the  good  service  performed  by  oar  men.  I  inspected  theee 
detachments  monthly  while  on  daty  in  the  mountains.  There  were  a  number  of 
desertions.    I  can  only  account  for  this  from  the  monotony  of  the  service. 

BEMOUNTS. 

I  purchased  42  horses  at  Fort  Macleod,  and  113  at  Calgary.  Of  the  latter  5 
were  to  replace  4  Eastern  team  horses,  remounts  of  this  year,  which  were  sold  as 
being  too  heavy  for  our  service. 

A  nuqiber  of  the  remounts  were  brought  in  from  British  Columbia  and  are  of 
«zoelIent  stamp,  and  have  generally  turned  out  well. 

The  horses  were  purchased  at  different  times,  advertisements  were  always 
published  in  plenty  of  time,  so  allowing  opportunity  to  all  who  had  horses  to  dis^ 
pose  of.  From  all  I  can  gather,  the  ranchers  are  well  satisfied  with  the  present 
system  of  purchasing.  In  my  opinion,  the  western  horse  is  well  adapted  to  oar 
service — hardy,  easily  kept  and  trained ;  in  some  cases  they  grow  a  trifle  lieavy  on 
feed  for  saddle  purposes,  but  these  make  excellent  waggon  animds. 

As  a  rule,  I  consider  the  Eastern  horse  as  sent  us  unsuitable  for  our  require- 
ments— they  are,  until  acclimatised,  very  delicate,  and  always  require  more  gnun 
than  the  western  horse ;  in  most  instances  they  are  broken  in  to  harness,  and  eon» 
sequently  seldom  become  first-class  under  saddle ;  also,  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 
I  hiave  found  the  Bastern  horse  as  having  very  poor  feet. 

The  Eastern  remounts  sent  here  during  the  year,  and  those  I  have  inspected 
in  other  Divisions  are  in  most  oases  unsuited,  they  being  too  large  and  heavy. 

.    SADDLBBT. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  officers  be  furnished  with  the  Hussar  saddle. 

The  head  collars  do  not  stand  much  work.   I  would  suggest  that  the  head  collar 

a  used  in  the  Imperial  service,  with  Portsmouth  bit  and  bridoon,  be.adopted,  I  think 
ly  oould  be  furnished  equally  as  low  in  price  as  those  now  in  usOb 
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NTMNAHS. 

The  numnahs  are  inferior  in  quality  and  wear  oat  very  quickly, 

HARNESS. 

The  harness  is  very  good. 

TRANSPORT. 

I  prefer  the  Whitewater  waggon  for  loads,  and  think  the  ambulance  with  Ooncord 
tftinf^y  and  the  light  Chatham  with  half  springs,  as  most  suited  for  this  country. 

The  backboaM  furnished  me  this  year  is  an  excellent  article,  but  is  rather  nar- 
t»w  in  the  bed,  and  short,  to  enable  me  to  carry  a  proper  load. 

TINTS. 

Bach  Division  should  be  supplied  with  a  few  A  tents. 

OUTPOSTS. 

Outposts  have  been  established  from  **  B  "  Division — 

let  At  Stinson's  Banch,  on  the  middle  fork  of  High  Biver,  about  55  miles  S.S.W. 
(Calgary,  and  commands  a  trail  leading  behind  the  Porcupine  and  the  Foot  Hills, 
7  which  criminals  can  escape  Fort  MucTood  and  its  outposts,  getting  into  the  United 
tt&tes  near  Chief  Mountain,  and  consequently  easily  get  &way. 

2nd.  At  Scarlet's,  48  miles  north,  and  on  the  Edmonton  Trail. 

3rd.  At  Banff  Hot  Springs. 

An  outpost  is  to  be  placed  at  once  at  the  Blackfoot  Beserve,  South  Camp,  and 
He  at  the  Anthracite  Ccml  Mines,  near  Banff. 

I  forward  a  map  showing  these  outposts,  and  giving  the  line  ridden  regularly 
7  the  men.    (Not  printed.) 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  regular  patrolling  has  a  most  beneficial  effect  in  pre- 
BDting  crime. 

I  consider  it  would  be  advisable  next  year  to  establish  an  outpost  at  the  mouth 
f  the  Little  Bow  Biver. 

BARRACKS. 

New  buildings  are  ui'gently  required  at  Calgary  and  Edmonton  or  Fort  Sas- 
atchewan, 
1  consider  Edmonton  as  the  better  situation,  as  being  more  central  for  the  work 

squired. 

OONBUOT  AND  HEALTH. 

The  conduct  and  health  of  the  men  has  been  very  good,  there  being  little  or  no 
ime,  and  very  little  disease,  and  only  one  death.  All  cases  tried  before  me,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  are  embodied  in  the  return  furnished  by  Supt.  Antrobus. 

Trusting  this  repOrt  may  prove  satisfactory, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  HEBCHMEB, 
Inspecting  Superintendent  N.  W.  M.  P» 
be  Commissioner 
North  West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX   B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SUPBRINTBNDBNT  COTTON. 

Batilxford,  Ist  December,  1836. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annaal  report  for  1886 . 

Prom  January,  1886,  until  the  end  oi  August  last,  **  C  "  Division  was  stationed 
at  Port  Macleod,  the  Maoleod  District  being  under  my  command.  Late  in  1885 
''  H  "  Division  was  ordered  from  Regina  to  Macleod,  thus  making  the  force  in  the 
district  two  hundred  men.  This  addition  in  strength  was  bronght  about  from  the 
increase  of  police  duty  demanded  of  us,  as  well  u^  to  a  then  objectionable  change 
which  came  about  in  Indian  affairs. 

The  increase  of  the  force  was,  I  think,  accompanied  by  ^ood  results.  Soon 
after  you  assumed  command  of  the  police,  the  headquarters  of  "  H"  Division  was 
moved  to  Lethbridge  ;  subseqaently  that  Division  left  Macleod  altogether,  and  from 
that  time  all  the  out  post  duty  southward  towards  Whoop  Up  and  eastward  towards 
Cypress  Hills  was  done  by  "H"  Division.  Up  to  the  end  of  August "  C  "  Division 
pedbrmed  the  usual  police  duty  about  Port  Macleod  and  the  outposts  at  ^*  Stand  Off" 
JPiegan  Reserve,  Pincher  Creek,  St.  Mary's  River  and  Riffengers  Crossing. 

In  August  last  I  furninhed  you  with  a  detailed  report  on  these  outposts.  I  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  now  repeat  this  report.  I  shall  merely  add  that  from  my 
esperienco  in  the  south,  I  consider  it  a  matter  of  importance  that  all  these  outpotts 
(Riflfonger's  Crossing  during  the  summer  months  only)  should  be  efficiently  maintained. 
The  records  of  th^  various  cases  tried,  and  the  arrests  made  by  my  Division,  at 
Macleod  will,  I  presume,  be  furnished  you  by  the  officer  who  succeeded  me  in  com- 
mand of  that  place. 

During  the  month  of  August  much  of  my  time  was  taken  up  in  preparing  for 
the  march  from  Port  Macleod  to  Battleford,a  transfer  of  **C"  and  *'D"  Divisi'^ns 
having  been  ordered  by  you.  '^  C  "  Division  marched  out  of  Port  Macleod  on  the  2nd 
of  September. 

Before  leaving  for  Batlloford  the  citizaas  of  Port  Macleod  presented  the 
Division  with  a  public  address,  bearing  testimony,  in  the  strongest  ani  most  fljitter- 
ing  terms,  of  their  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  our  Police  duty 
had  been  performed.  I  think  the  Division  has  a  right  to  consider  such  an  address 
as  an  honorable  record  of  its  services  in  the  south. 

We  marched  out  of  Port  Macleod  on  the  2nd  September,  our  route  for  Battleford 
being  via  the  Blackfoot  Crossing  and  the  Red  Daer  River  (Governor  General'a 
Crossing).  Prom  Macleod  to  the  Blackfoot  Crossing,  a  distance  of  eighty 
miles,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  water  along  the  trail,  owing  to  Um 
exceptionably  dry  season.  I  therefore  deemed  it  advisable  to  travel  ia 
easy  stages.  In  one  case  we  had  to  dig  a  well  to  obtain  water.  The  days 
occupied  in  travelling  being  wet,  the  horses  did  not  suffer.  At  the  Blackfoot  Cross- 
ing I  forded  the  B^w  River  The  water  was  low.  The  ford  I  took,  though 
unquestionably  the  best  obtainable,  is  rough  and  long.  I  am  pleased,  howoTer,  to 
be  able  to  say  that  we  crossed  without  the  slii<htest  casualty  of  any  kind  whatsoever^ 
fiavingcrossed  the  Bjw  River  I  marched  to  Cluny,  whpre  I  took  in  stores  as  well  ai 
a  supply  of  rations  and  forage,  in  accordance  with  pre viously> made  arrangements. 

I  then  proceeded  on  to  the  Red  Deer  River,  at  which  point  a  fre^^h  supply  of 
rations  and  forage  vere  awaiting.  The  road  down  the  very  steep  hills  leading  to  the 
valley  or  ^'  bottom/  along  which  the  Red  Deer  River  runSp  had  been  materiaUy 
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improved  by  a  detaohmeot  sent  ahead  fron  Fort  Uacleod.  Of  coarse  going  down 
tbeee  hills  with  heavy  loads  demandei  of  a 4  not  only  maoh  hard  work,  bat  eztremo 
care  as  well.  We  got  down,  however,  without  the  slightest  aooideat  or  damage  to 
transport.  In  fording  the  Bed  Deer  River  no  troable  was  ezporienoed,  the  water 
was  low  and  the  river  bottom  particalarly  hirl,  yet  free  from  stone  and  rooky 
boulders.  Bed  Deer  Biver  was  the  point  at  which  yoa  had  desired  the  two 
Divisions  shoald  meet — *-  0  '*  proceeding  to  Battleford  and  '*  D*'  to  Haoleod.  Strangely 
enoa^h,  considering  the  long  marches  performed,  both  Divisions  arrived 
simultaneoaly.  After  taking  in  a  supply  of  rations  and  forage  I  resumed  my  marclu 
The  pall  ap  the  hill  on  the  north  side  of  Red  Dear  Biver  was  also  sucaessfally  made 
by  doubling  np  teams  and  the  free  use  of  drag  ropes.  ^ 

liy  loads  at  this  time  (they  became  lighter  daily^  use  ot  forage,  etc.)  were  very 
heavy,  and  I  proceeded  at  a  rate  that  1  considered  calculated  not  to  distress  my 
horses.  From  the  Red  Deer  Biver  to  Sounding  Lake  the  greater  part  of  the  coantry 
presented  the  appearance  of  bad  lands,  and  only  at  certain  points  was  feed 
obtainable.  These  points  were,  however,  numerous  enoagh  to  ensare  the  horses 
getting  very  fair,  in  some  oases  good  feed.  The  supply  of  drinkable  water  was 
good,  and  obtainable  at  easy  stage?.  From  Souading  Like  to  Battleford  the 
appearance  ot  the  country  improved  marvelously,  there  was  a  correspondingly  great 
improvement  in  feed.  The  trail  m^ide  by  the  two  Divisions  will  last  for  years,  and 
will,  I  think,  be  found  most  useful  horeafcer.  Tno  route  is  a  much  more  favorable 
one  than  I  had  anticipated  judging  from  the  nature  of  the  reports  made  to  me. 
As  I  am  under  the  impression  similar  reports  were  made  to  you,  I  would  just  add 
on  this  point  that  from  Fort  Macleod  to  Eaitlefori  I  only  ma ie  one  dry  camp,  and 
was  never  without  feed — the  one  dry  camp,  made  at  mid-day,  was  on  the  Blaokfoot 
CroBsing  trail,  near  Fort  Macleod.  The  health  of  my  men  throughout  this  march,  a 
distance  of  about  334  miles,  was  ezoellent.  The  sick  list  was  the  smallest  I  have 
ever  seen  recorded.  The  performance  of  my  horses  was  still  more  exceptional. 
From  Macleod  to  Battleford  not  a  single  hor^e  *'  played  out,''  and  the  last  named 
place  was  reached  with  the  horses  in  as  good  condition  a^  the  day  we  marched 
out  of  the  Macleod  barracks.  I  had  not  a  single  case  of  ''sore  back,"  and  only  one 
collar  gall,  and  that  was  from  the  result  of  an  old  sore. 

In  Inspector  Brooks  I  had  an  experienced  and  valuable  assistant.  He  at  all 
times  labored  indefatigably,  and  .1  think  that  I  should  not  close  without  bringing 
his  name  to  your  favorable  notice. 

On  arrival  at  Battleford  *'0*'  went  into  camp  in  the  bottom  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Battle  Biver  Bridge.  A  camping  place  on  higher  ground  was  soon  after 
selected  and  a  permanent  camp  established  on  a  commanding  site  overlooking  the 
Battle  Biver.  The  Division  remained  in  this  camp  until  the  Z^.nd  November,  when 
it  was  moved  into  the  new  quarters  built  here  by  Public  Works  Department. 

Your  inspection  of  this  post  was  made  on  the  20th  September  and  following 
days. 

The  first  matter  meeting  with  your  attention  was  the  urgent  need  of  additional 
barrack  and  stable  accommodation.  It  was  decided  to  erect  the  following  buildings: 
One  7 1  ft.  z  26  fc.  for  use  as  an  hospital,  with  a  small  wing  20  ft.  z  14  ft.  Two  large 
buildings  100  ft.  x  HO  ft.  to  be  used  as  b  irraok  rooms,  andone  building  80  ft  z  30  ft«  to 
bo  used  as  mesa  room.  This  last  building,  with  a  wing  30  ft.  z  25  ft.,  for  kitchens.  la 
addition  to  this  two  new  stables,  80  fc.  z  30  ft.  were  idso  decided  on,  but  it  was  aub» 
sequently  only  found  possible  to  finish  one  of  them,  owing  to  want  of  material.  AJl 
work  on  these  buildings  (and  other  work  in  shape  of  repairs)  was  done  by  thePnbiio 
Works  Department.  The  barrack  rooms  are  so  constructed  as  to  permit  of  their 
being  hereafter  available  as  stables,  fbr  which  they  are  in  all  respects  thoroughlv, 
suitable.  In  the  meantime  they  will  afford  comfortable,  airy  and  healthy  barrack 
accommodation  for  the  winter. 

Attached  herewith  will  be  found  a  sketch  (not  printed)  showing  the  exact  posi- 
tion, on  the  Police  Beserve,  of  the  new  bulldiogs  above  alluded  to.     Plan  of  each 
building  on  a  much  larger  scale,  giving  more  detailed  particularSi  can  be  famished. 
7a— 2 
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if  required,  A  second  sketch  is  also  cDCioscd.  This  sketch  aorain  shows  new  baild 
iDgs,  but  on  a  much  larger  scale.  It  shows  as  well  other  buildinpfs  required  to  bd^ 
erected  in  order  to  complete  a  post  of  suitable  dimensions  to  meet  Police  requirementB 
at  this  place.  In  this  sketch  will  appear  such  explanatory  notes  as  I  may  deem 
expedient.  The  number  and  sizes  of  the  varioas  buildings  required  to  be  constructed 
are  in  all  cases  the  result  of  careful  investigation.  In  a  general  way  I  have  shown 
these  in  the  sketch  in  what  I  consider  the  manner  best  suited,  bearing  our  wants  in 
mind  to  the  nature  of  the  land  in  that  portion  of  the  reserve  being  built  on.  This, 
however,  could  of  course  be  reconsidered  hereafter,  and  a  change  made,  if  necessary, 
as  regards  the  actual  position  ol  each  building. 

Jis  you  have  so  very  recently  inspected  this  place  I  do  not  consider  it  incumbemt 
upon  me  to  point  out,  at  any  length,  how  urgently  new  buildings  are  required.  I 
shall  only  here  add  that  much  tbo  greater  part  of  the  old  fort  is  fast  becoming^ 
positively  uninhabitable :  none  of  the  baildiogs  are  serviceable.  I  am  strongly  iDclined 
to  believe  that  it  will  be  found  more  economical  in  every  respect  to  erect  new  build- 
ings of  brick.  I  trust  no  final  action  will  be  taken  until  the  relative  costs  of  brick 
tod  lumber  as  building  materials  have  been  fully  enquired  into.  In  the  sketch 
attached  the  number  of  buildings  shown  is  on  the  presumption  that  they  will  all  be 
built  of  lumber,  and  be  but  oneMorey  high  (except  officers*  quarters).  If  the  new 
fort  is  built  of  brick  the  number  of  buildings  might  be  reduced  by  the  addition,  in 
many  oases,  of  second  stories.  The  distances  between  the  buildings  (as  shown  on 
sicetch)  will  not,  I  hope,  be  rednced.  Thus  placing  them  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only 
eafe  method  of  reducing  the  chances  of  loss  by  fire. 

In  addition  to  the  erection  of  the  bnildipgs  above  alluded  to  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  repairs  have  been  effected,  this  work  also  being  under  the  control  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works. 

All  the  old  log  buildings  were  re-mudded  and  thoroughly  whitewashed  inside 
and  out.  This  work  added  materially  to  the  comfort  of  those  quartered  in  thom  and 
must  also  have  been  an  improvement  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

An  excellent  root-hou3e  has  also  been  built,  over  ihe  door  of  which  a  small  log 
building  has  been  erected  in  order  to  do  away  with  vegetables  being  frozen  dnring^ 
the  winter  months;  as  well  as  to  make  proper  ventilation  safe. 

A  well  conveniently  placed  in  rear  of  the  new  buildings  was  sunk  under  con- 
tract. In  this  well  a  pump  was  supplied  from  headquarters.  The  pump  is  now  in 
the  well  and  a  well-house  is  being  built  over  it.  Until  this  house  is  completed  the 
capabilities  of  the  pomp  cannot  (owing  to  frost)  be  spoken  of  with  any  degree  of 
certainty.  I  fear,  however,  its  powers  will  bo  found  limited.  If  the  new  post  is 
completed  next  ytor  at  least  two  more  wells  will  be  required. 

The  medical  history  of  this  post  during  the  past  year  has  been  an  exceedingly 
sad  one.  Never  since  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Walsh  has  malarial  fever  been  bo 
prevalent.  The  cause  of  the  fever,  together  with  such  steps  as  should  have  been 
taken  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  a  reoccurrence,  will  I  presume  be  discussed  by 
the  Surgeons.  In  the  meantime  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  record  the  death  of  the  fol- 
lowing men  at  this  post,  viz.:  Re^.  STo.  1186,  Constable  T.  D.  Sturge;  Reg. 
No.  763,  Constable  J.  Rummerfield;  Rog.  No.  1279,  Constable  W.  H.  Mason. 
All  these  men  are  of  "  K "  Division. 

1  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  no  cases  of  malarial  fever  have  pres 
themselves  in  **  C  "  Division,  since  its  arrival  from  Port  Macleod.  The  new  hospital 
now  in  use  ensures  the  thorough  comfort  of  patients  under  medical  treatment.  The 
general  appearance  of  the  hospital  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  Assistant  Surgeon 
Baldwin,  and  I  might  here  say  that  officer  has  performed  his  duty  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction. 

Owing  to  the  representations  made  to  you  by  the  acting  Indian  Agent  at  Onion 
Lake  (12  miles  from  Fort  Pitt)  it  was  considered  advisable  to  establish  a  Police  out- 
post at  that  place. 
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Another  outpost  has  been  established  at  Bresaylor  settlement  (20  miles  west  of 
Battleford). 

Both  these  are  inspected  monthly  bj  an  offioer  sent  from  Battleford  for  that 

Daring  the  sammer  months  a  strong  detachment  under  oommand  of  an  officer 
was  stationed  at  Eagle  Creek  on  the  Swift  Current  trail.  This  detachment,  in  addition 
to  the  patrolliDg  duty  it  performed,  regularly  furnished  an  escort  for  the  weekly  mail 
between  Battleford  and  Swift  Current.  This  mail  escort  was  maintained  until  th^ 
12th  of  November,  upon  that  date  two  small  detachments  were  permabently  stationed 
at  intermediate  points  on  the  Swift  Current  trail. 

The  following  is  a  distribution  state  of  my  Di vision  : — 
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The  following  is  a 

t  distribution  state  of  the  horses  of  my  Division : — 

Stations, 

No. 

Remarks. 

Battleford ^ 

Onion  Lake 

^esajlor .«•. . ...- 

Swift  Cnrrent  Trail 

On  command. 

Oast  and  sold  — ;......•.... 

Dead ^ 

76 

s 
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2 
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3 

1 

This  return  does  not  include  21  horses  transferred  on  the  Division 
leaying  Fort  Macleod. 

5f  ot  jet  stmck  off  on  G.  0. 
do              do 

97 

The  horses  of  my  Division  are  in  thoroughly  good  and  serviceable  condition.  My 
whole  Division  has  been  thoroughly  drilled,  mounted  and  dismounted  under  the 
regulations  for  Mounted  In/antry,  I  might  once  more  say  that  the  various 
articles  of  clothing  and  kit  supplied  for  the  use  of  non-commissioned  officers  an4 
Hien  have,  almost  without  exception,  been  of  excellent  quality.  In  fact  I  know  of  no 
Force  equally  well  equipped  in  this  respect.  I  say  this  to  bear  testimony  to  the  care 
taken  to  further  the  men  s  comfort.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  to  imply  that  from 
experience  gained  we  could  not  improve  on  the  make  of  some  of  the  articles  in  use. 
For  my  part  I  should  much  like  to  see  the  helmets  and  forage  caps  discarded.  I 
might  here  say  that  the  overshirts  supplied  this  year  ^though  of  good  material — are 
badly  cut 

7a-2J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


15 

do 

S. 

18 

do 

W. 

18 

do 

N,W. 

25 

do 

S. 

30 

do 

N.  W. 

35 

do 

N.  W. 

Tbe  iDdian  reserves  about  Battleford  are  as  follows  :— • 

Moosomin's  Reserves,  12  miles  N.  W. 

Stoney  do 

Sweetgrass        do 

ThoDder  Child  do 

Bed  Pheasant   do 

Bound  maker     do 

Little  Pines      do 

Tbe  Indians  on  these  reseWes  are  all  apparently  qaiet.  Daring  the  summiar 
and  aatnmn  all  these  reserves  were  visited  monthly  by  our  mounted  patrols. 

I  take,  the  following  from  my  last  year's  report ;  it  still  applies  with  equal  foroe  r 
'*  During  your  recent  inspeotion  I  pointed  out  to  you  the  serious  diaoomtbrt  which 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  experienced  from  the  fact  of  their  not  being  sup- 

5 lied  with  bedsteads.  The  old  boards  and  trestles  still  in  use  have  become  sadly 
ilapidated  through  wear  and  tear ;  even  when  new,  they  make  a  very  poor 
substitute  for  a  bed.  In  addition  to  this  they  present  a  sorry  appearance  in  a  bamiok 
room." 

I  would  strongly  urge  the  advisability  of  famishing  suitable  fire  protection  for 
this  post.  I  believe  a  hand  fire  engine,  with  a  good  supply  of  stout  leather  hose^ 
would  furnish  the  most  efficient  protection  with  a  view  of  preventing  loss  by  acol* 
dental  fire. 

The  transport  of  my  Division  consists  solely  of  waggons  (heavy  lumber  waffgons 
and  light  spring),  all  in  serviceable  condition.  I  trust,  however,  it  will  be  founopoo- 
sible  to  supply  me  with  three  additional  light  spring  waggons  and,  at  least,  four 
good  backboards.    I  have  already  reported  the  winter  transport  required  for  the  ' 
proper  equipment  of  this  post. 

The  saddlery  and  harness  of  my  Division  is  all  in  thoroughly  serviceable  condi- 
tion, though  in  some  cases  the  saddles  are  becoming  worn  through  fair  wear 
and  tear. 

I  am  well  equipped  with  saddle  blankets,  but  require  a  complete  new  outfit  of 
Numnahs.  All  Numnahs  supplied  should,  before  issue,  be  properly  leathered  at 
tbe  side. 

I  would  remind  you  that  my  Division  is  not  well  equipped  with  revolvers.  Sodm 
of  the  mon  are  without  thom,  while  others  are  armed  with  those  of  an  unservic^Jda 
character.  I  trust  I  may  at  an  early  date  receive  100  revolvers  of  the  latest  pat- 
tern; 

(NoTB.— Sixty  new  revolvers  were  sent  to  Battleford  in  December,  and  ware 
received  shortly  after  this  report  was  written.) 

It  will,  I  hope  be  found  expedient  to  supply  me  with  six  additional  pairs  of 
field  glasses  for  i^sue  to  the  non-commissioned  officers. 

I  wish  to  bring  Inspector  Brook's  name  to  youf  favorable  notice.  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  bearing  testimony — and  I  can  do  so  with  the  warmest  sense  of 
pride— to  tbe  exemplary  behavior  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  mj 
IHvision.  On  the  prairie  and  in  quarters  alike,  their  duties  have  invariably  beea 
willingly,  cheerfully  and  efficiently  performed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COTTON, 
Superintendent,  Commanding  <<  (7"  Divisiaiu 
The  Commissioner 

North  West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 


Digilized  by  Google 


27 


APPENDIX   0. 


ANNUAL  BBPOKT  OP  SUPERINTENDENT  MoILLBBB. 

Maplv  CaiXK,  6th  December,  1886. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  hocor  to  forward  my  aQonal  report  for  the  twelve  months  end* 
ing  30th  November,  1886. 

X  also  beg  to  enoloee  Hospital  Steward  Holme's  report  for  the  same  period. 

sooumiG* 

Small  parties  had  been  oat  soooting  from  here  and  Medicine  Hat  daring  the 
winter  and  early  spring,  whenever  warm  weather  permitted.  I  had  three  Hcoats 
employed* 

The  first  permament  party  I  sent  oat  was  on  6th  April,  when  six  men  were  sent 
from  Medicine  Hat  to  Piegan  Creek,  near  Ball's  Head.  On  8th  April  I  sent  a 
second  party  of  six  men  from  here  to  a  plaoe  in  the  hills  near  the  Gap.  On  12th 
April  I  reported  at  Begin  a  to  receive  orders  as  to  the  season's  work.  By  yoar 
oideib  I  coDsolted  with  Superintendents  locale  and  Oagnon,  and  decided  where  oar 
respective  patrols  shoald  meet,  which  was  sabraitted  to  and  approved.  I, 
by  degrees,  sent  oot  detachments,  stationed  at  the  following  points:  Head  of  Moan- 
tain,  McKay  Creek  (moved  later  to  Graham's  Butte),  Ten  Mile  Crossing,  Cotton- 
wood  Conine,  Farewell  Coulde  and  Eaf^t  Bnd  Post  (moved  afterwards  to  Frenchman's 
Creek).  I  sent  a  patrol  once  a  week  <o  the  crocking  of  the  Wood  Mountain  trail  on 
White  Mud  Biver  to  meetSuperinteiJent  Gagnon's  patrol  on  the  Eust,  and  Suf>orin- 
tendent  Neale's  patrol  reported  weekly  at  my  mont  western  outpost,  Head  of  Moun- 
tain. Every  noncommlsf^ioned  officer  or  constable  in  charge  of  an  outpost  kept  a 
diary,  and  bcnt  me  a  copy  of  it  weekly,  these  copies  being  collected  at  the  Ten  Mile 
Crossing  and  ftnt  in  here  every  Sunday.  I  fourd  that  the  distance  from  the  East 
End  Pos  to  where  Superintendent  Gugnon's  patrol  waa  met  (about  80  miles)  was 
too  gieat  for  keeping  up  communication  easily',  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  a  good 
deal  of  travel  on  the  Balknap  trail,  I  pent  out  another  detachment  of  six  men,  who 
fir>t  camped  at  a  lake  near  Balknap  trail,  ard  afterwards  moved  to  the  White 
Mud,  near  the  Store  Pile.  This  deiachment  kept  a  close  watch  on  the  Balknap 
trail,  and  before  the  amnesty  was  granted  overhauled  several  parties  of 
halibr^rds  and  brcught  them  into  Swift  Current.  They  also  followed 
op  the  trail  of  a  partv  driving  a  number  of  looee  horses.  It  turned 
out  to  bo  a  breed  from  the  north,  who  attempted  to  evade  CuMom  duties,  but 
who  was,  on  information  furnished  by  members  of  this  detatchment,  captured 
in  the  north.  Constant  patrolling  has  been  kept  up  all  the  season,  not  only 
between  outpe)sts  but  in  other  directions.  Two  white  men  were  captured  on  25th 
April,  having  horses  stolen  from  Montana  in  their  posseeeion.  They  were  sentenced 
by  Stipendiary  Magistrate  Macleod  to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary.  On  ^th  May, 
trail  of  three  Indians  was  found  at  Head  of  Mountain  and  the  pursuing  party  came 
upon  the  Indians  and  chased  them  through  thick  timber,  until  at  last  Indians  reached 
their  horses  and  got  away.  The  trail  was  followed  for  some  distance  next  day, 
heading  for  Sweet  Grass.  Ko  sign  of  Indians  or  horse  thieves  were  seen  until  the 
27th  September,  when  some  Indian  cayuees  were  run  ofP  from  Medicine  Hat.  ^  On 
3<  th  September  eight  Indians  visited  a  camp,  about  thirty-five  miles  from  Medicine 
Hat,  where  a  half-breed  named  Guardupuis  lived.  The  breed  could  talk  Blackfoot 
and  the  Indians  said  they  were  Bloodp*  Thoy  made  Guardupuis  exchaogo  rifles,  and 
stole  from  him  a  revolver,  some  ammunition  and  a  shawl.    On  1st  October  Scout 
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Qaesnelle  aod  Constable  Yaadreail  came  aoross  two  iDcLiaDB,  and  in  attempting  to 
arrest  them  Quesnelle  woaoded  one  of  their  horses,  which  was  afterwards  foand  dead. 
The  trail  was  followed  next  da7  and  there  proved  to  be  eight  Indians  in  party.  They 
headed  for  the  Sweet  Grass.  Shortly  after  Gaardnpnis  being  robbed,  i  brought  in 
outpost  from  White  Mnd  and  sent  Inspector  Primrose  with  some  additional  men  to  the 
Head  of  the  Moantain  and  increased  strength  of  ontpost  at  Graham's  Butte.  The 
trail  of  fonr  Indiana  was  foand  near  Graham  outpost  on  10th  Ootober.  It  iraa 
followed  nest  day  bat  lost  and  again  on  13th  October,  the  trail  was  foand  and  followed 
np  Graham's  Goalee  and  oat  on  prairie  for  6om3  distance,  when  it  was  agaie 
lost.  The  trail  of  these  four  Indians  was  struck  by  some  of  the  detatchment 
at  Head  of  Mountain  and  followed  for  some  distance  but  lost  eventoallj, 
owing  to  rain  washing  out  tracks  The  trail  led  as  fhr  as  followed, 
west,  along  old  Micleod  trail.  No  other  signs  of  Indians  were  seen^  except 
far  to  the  soath  along  Milk  Eiver,  where  sid^ns  of  Indians  were  nameroiUL 
who  had  been  travellin^r  up  and  down  the  river.  Yery  few  people,  I  think,  parsed 
throngh  this  district  without  my  knowledge.  Anyone  not  reporting  at  outposts  was 
tracked  up  and  his  ba-^ines^  ascertained.  Several  snspicioas  characters  were  broaght 
in,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  all  half  breeds  were  escorted  in,  if  not  per<- 
fionally  known  to  some  member  of  detachment.  A  namber  of  horses  have  been 
recovered  by  scouting  partic;*  and  owners  for  mo^t  of  them  found.  A  retain  is 
annexed  showing  number  of  horses  found,  and  their  disposal.  The  members  of 
detachments  have  also  acted  as  preventive  officers,  every  band  of  hjrses,  or  cattle^ 
or  oatfit  of  any  kind  being  reported  by  them  to  headquarters  of  Division,  and  may 
small  oatfit  that  could  travel  rapidly  escorted  in.  Three  horses  have  been  lost  frofli 
oatposts  durinc^  the  bcason,  and  not  yet  recovered.  A  blacksmith  was  stationed  at 
Frenchman's  Creek,  who  t-hod  the  horses  of  three  oatposts;  those  at  Head  of  Moan- 
tain  were  shod  at  band's  Mill,  and  the  remainder  wore  brought  into  this  post.  It  ie 
impossible  to  detail  all  the  duties  performed  by  members  of  the  different  oatpoetB 
without  copying  verbatim  all  the  diariea,  but  one  or  more  scouting  party  were  oat 
from  each  outpost  daily,  and  communication  frequently  held  with  outposts  on  each 
side  and  reporcs  exchanged.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  all  ranks  per- 
formed their  duties  while  on  frontier  service,  faithfully  and  well,  and  the  one  case  of 
a  few  Indian  cayuses  being  stolen,  is  the  only  case  of  horse  stealing  I  hav^e  to 
ehronicle  in  this  d 'Strict.  As  the  weather  towards  the  middle  of  November  began  to 
get  severe,  with  a  good  deal  of  snow,  I  began  to  bring  in  the  various  detachmentay 
and  hy  the  30ih  November  all  were  in  with  the  exception  of  that  at  Frencbmaii*B 
Oreek.  Three  of  the  scouu?  employed  have  been  of  great  service.  I  have  many  first 
late  prairie  men  in  my  Division,  but  when  it  comes  to  following  a  trail  over  difficalt 
ground  ^ood  scouts  are  needful.  Scout  Cabelle,  in  particular,  id  a  most conscientioas 
and  hard  workint^  fellow.  I  have  advised  several  times  that  severe  measures  shoald 
be  used  with  these  parties  of  Indian  horse  thieves.  They  are  perfectly  aware  that 
the  Police  have  orders  not  to  shoot  them,  aod  this  knowledge  makes  them  bold. 
They  have  no  hesitation,  as  past  instances  in  this  coantry  testify  to,  in  mardering 
any  man  who  crosses  th<Jm  in  their  uofarioas  purposes.  I  do  not  advocate  sliootiiifr 
them  on  sight,  but  our  western  Indians  and  Indians  in  the  south,  should  bo  made  to 
understand  that  if  they  are  off  their  reserves  and  are  ordered  to  halt  by  Police  aad 
explain  their  presence  and  do  not  do  so  but  pull  their  rifles,  as  they  usually  do,  and 
prepare  to  shoot,  that  they  must  take  the  consequences. 

GENERAL   WORK. 

All  passenger  trains  were  met^  at  Medicine  Hat,  this  point  and  Swift  Garrent^ 
and  at  latter  place  all  freight  trains*  wore  searched. 

An  escorD  was  furnished  from  Swift  Current  to  the  Saskatchewan  to  Battlefoid 
mail. 

All  deserters  from  Assiniboine  were  brous^ht  in  here  and  all  Governmeot 
property  taken  from  them,  amongst  which  were  four  horses.    The  American  aathor- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


23 


itieB  sent  to  thifl  place  for  three  of  them  aod  th )  fourth  I  sent  as  far  as  the  line  and 
turned  it  over  there.  I  sent  two  men  to  Balkoap  on  8th  March  to  warn  some  wit* 
fies-^es  required  in  a  case  before  the  court  at  Rogina,  Two  lunatics  have  been  in  my 
eastody  and  wore  finally  eont  to  the  Manitoba  penitontiary.  A  town  detachment 
baa  been  formed  at  Maple  Greek  and  a  night  patrol  detailed  at  Medicine  Hat  when- 
ever thought  necessary  by  the  commanding  officer.  A  good  deal  of  police  work  was 
done  at  the  latter  place.  Eight  prisoners  were  confined  in  guard  room  at  this  place  and 
twenty -two  at  Medicine  Hat.  The  men  turning  out  at  this  point  have  saved  large 
tracts  of  country  from  being  burned.  I  sentenced  one  of  the  settlers  here  to  thirty 
4ay6'  imprisonment  for  carelessly  setting  tire  to  the  prairie. 

Twenty-two  gallons  of  illicit  liquor  w:is  destroyed  at  Swift  Current  and  five 
at  this  point.  Sergt.  McGinnis  watched  the  country  closely  about  Bush  Lake  and 
prevented  any  liquor  being  shipped  dovrn  the  river  to  Prince  Albert. 

OLOTQINa  0 

I  would  strongly  advise  that  a  waterproof  ofsomo  kind  be  issued.  The  regula- 
lion  cloak  when  wet  is  so  cumbersome  that  it  U  difficult  for  a  man  to  mo7e  about  at 
all  freely.  A  waterproof  could  be  used  most  of  the  spring  and  summer  month'4,  and 
would  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  packing  the  heavy  cloak  on  the  saddle  where* 
ever  a  man  goes.  I  do  not  think  a  cloak  will  last  a  man's  term  of  service  if  he  does 
much  prairie  work.  I  would  also  strongly  udvi:»e  the  adoption  of  some  pattern  of 
felt  hat  for  field  servioe  Helmets  are  too  couspicuous  and  heavy  forcouHtant  use,  and 
forage  caps  are  no  protection  whatever  from  the  sun,  and  their  use,  I  believe^  tends  to 
injaro  a  man's  eyesight. 

'  BARRACK     BUILDINGS. 

The  only  new  building  erected  in  my  district  during  the  post  year  was  a  coal 
shed.  The  ijuartermastcr's  store  at  Maple  Creek  was  ceiled,  greatly  increasing 
warmth  of  building,  and  giving  additional  room  upUairs.  A  large  porch  was  added 
to  the  building,  to  hold  coal  oil  tank,  tools,  implomonts,  &o.  A  good  cellar  Was  dug 
under  the  ^tore.  Two  new  chimneys  were  built  at  Maple  Creek,  one  in  building 
used  as  officers'  quarters,  tte  other  in  men's  mess  room.  All  buildings  at  both  p^sts 
were  to  be  painted,  but  as  yet  are  not  finished.  Buildings  required  at  Maple  Creek 
are :  One  officers'  quarters,  barrack  room  to  hold  twenty-fi^e  men,  wash  house, 
sergeants'  quarters,  stables  to  hold  forty  horrten,  sick  stable  for  eight  horses,  saddle 
and  barneys  room,  a  good  guard  room,  a  new  hospital,  or  addition  to  present  one,  a 
recrcatioii  room  and  a  waggon  shed.  The  old  waggon  shed  used  for  storing  ooal 
was  blown  down  during  a  gale  and  completely  wrecked.  At  Medicine  Hat  a  new 
guard  room  is  required,  and  a  sick  stable  for  sis  horses.  A  fence  is  much  required 
about  the  barracks  at  Maple  Creek.  The  cattle  collect  about  here  during  cold  weather, 
stand  around  the  hay  corral  and  buildiogsat  ni^ht,  and  by  spring  the  whole  place  isa 
ines^  of  filth,  and  a  lot  of  fatigae  work  is  required  in  spring  to  clean  up.  If 
the  whole  reserve  could  be  fenced  in,  it  would  be  very  desirable  as  there  would  then 
he  a  (rnoi  area  to  turn  out  hor-^os  with  tender  foot,  <tec. 

CjDsiderable  repairs  will  be  required   next  sv^ason  at  both  posts  in  the  matter  of 
plastering.     A  great  deal  is  now  cracked  and  liable  to  fall  at  any  time.    It  was  so,  ^ 
Ittdat  Medicine  Hat  that  I  had  to  recommend  that  some   repairs   be  done.     A  maa  ^ 
was  hired  for  thirty  dollars  to  do  strictly  necessary  repairs. 

FIRB  PROTEOriON. 

Our  appliances  for  extinguishing  fires  at  both  posts  are  ^/ery  few  and  insufficient* 
At  Medicine  Hat,  having  no  well,  thoy  are  dopondont  upon  a  few  Balcooks  and 
band  grenades,  and  some  backetH  an  J  barrels,  aUvayn  kept  filled  with  water.  At 
Maple  Creek  there  are  two  wells,  one  with  a  f  )rce  pump.  There  are  also  six 
Baboocke,  but  they  are  very  old  and  require  replacing. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30 


I  would  BtroDgly  recommend  that  a  small  ohemioal  engine  be  famished  to  eacb 
pOBt  also  that  a  sapply  of  hand  grenades  be  famished,  so  that  every  man  can  have 
one  at  the  head  of  his  bed  ready  for  immediate  use,  they  not  being  liable  to  get  oat 
0f<Hxler. 

DRILL. 

I  have  labored  nnder  the  disadvantago  of  having  my  Division  divided  ap  danng^ 
the  winter,  and  daring  the  sammer  the  greater  part  were  oat  on  frontier  aaty,  00 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  have  much  drill.  Most  of  the  men  are,  individaally,  well 
grounded,  bat  from  reasons  already  btated,  [  have  not  been  able  to  drill  my  Divisioir 
together.    Most  of  the  horses  are  taught  to  stand  fire  and  lead  well. 

TABQBT  PRAOTIOB. 

As  far  as  able  I  have  put  the  men  of  my  Division  through  a  course  of  rifle  and 
revolver  practice.  Many  who  have  beea  out  on  outpost  duty  have  not  yet  had  a 
course.  Constant  high  winds  have  greatly  interfered  with  the  practice.  Should  the 
weather  permit  during  the  winter  I  hope  to  finish  both  rifle  and  revolver  praoticett 

TRANSPORT. 

I  have  applied  for  feme  mere  transport  in  estimates.  I  would  recommend  tha^ 
one  pattern  of  lumber  waggon  and  of  buckboaid  be  adopted,  so  that  in  ca$e  of  wear 
or  breakage,  the  necessary  parts  may  be  on  hand.  1  consider  the  Van  Staden  a  good 
waggon.  They  are  light  running,  havo  a  brake,  and  not  too  heavy.  The  beet 
buck-board  I  have  seen  in  the  country  is  one  made  in  London,  Ontario.  It 
is  light,  easy-running  and  strong,  and  will  carry  a  good  load.  This  one  has  been  in 
constant  use  for  five  years  or  more,  and  is  a  good  backboard  now.  The  high  back- 
boards in  use  I  do  not  like.  They  are  nearly  as  heavy  to  draw  as  a  lumber  waggon^ 
and  some  part  of  them  is  constantiy  breaking. 

DSSXaTIONS. 

I  have  had  three  desertions  from  my  Di vision  during  the  past  year:  Seg.  No» 
.  1208,  Constable  W.  D.  Brown  was  &ent  to  Regina  to  b^  examined  by  a  medical 
board.  He  obtained  a  furlough  from  there  and  did  not  return.  Keg.  No.  1320,  Oon- 
atable  S.  S.  Upper,  and  Eeg.  No.  1385,  Constable  T.  Claroy,  deserted,  respectively, 
from  outpost  at  Frenchman's  Creek.  Tbcy  both  took  hor^es  and  other  Government 
property  with  them.    I  sent  into  Belknitp  and  recovered  everything. 

BckRRACK   FURNITURE. 

I  would  beg  to  recommend  that  suitable  cots  be  furnished  for  use  in  barrack 
^  rooms,  and  ako  regular  barrack  room  tables  with  iron  legs.     The  rooms  never  look 
CO  neat  as  they  should,  when  trebtks  and  bed  boards  are  Ubcd. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  quality  of  the  water  at  this  pest  is  of  a  very  poor  description.  There  are 
two  wells  at  ihe  barracks,  and  a  ihird  one  north  side  of  the  creek,  about  half  a  mile 
distance.  The  water  in  the  two  wells  at  barracks  is  oxiromoly  hard,  and  strongly 
impregnated  with  alkali.  The  third  well  is  somewhat  better.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
healthy  for  either  human  beings  or  hones  to  drink.  Most  men  going  hero  are 
affected  for  seme  time  by  the  waier.  It  eats  throogh  any  tin  vegsel  that  in  ui:ed  on 
a  stove  in  a  few  days,  ard  iron  kettles  and  pots  become  lined  with  some  hard  deposit. 
I  have  reported  on  this  subject,  and  urged  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  bore 
for  good  water.    At  Medicine  Hat  the  water  .is  good,  but  has  to  be  hauled  some 
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distance  from  the  river,  and  I  woald  reoommend  that  either  wells  be  sank  or  a 
tank  built,  and  ^  windmill  used  to  raise  water  from  the  river. 

INDIANS. 

The  nsual  band  of  Indians  under  ''  Front  Man  "  are  still  aboat  here  and  Medi- 
dneHat,  about  forty  lodges  in  all.  They  are  qniet  and  well  behaved.  The  great  draw- 
l«ck  to  thorn  is  that  they  are  fiast  killing  off  all  the  game  in  this  section.  They  rob 
th^  nests,  kill  the  yonng  ones  and  kill  the  old  birds  in  and  oat  of  season,  and  in  a 
few  years  at  the  rale  it  is  going,  there  will  not  be  a  head  of  game  in  this  section. 
Barly  in  May  la&t,  I  received  orders  to  ship  all  the  straggling  treaty  Indians  who  were 
at  Swift  Carrent  to  their  reserves.  Sergeant  McGinnis  not  being  able  to  move  them, 
I  left  here  on  the  9th  with  six  men  for  Swift  Carrent,  and  sent  a  second  party  by^ 
load  to  same  place,  to  intercept  some  Indians  who  had  left  Swift  Carrent  and  were 
on  their  way  to  this  place.  The  party  tamed  them  back  and  brought  them  to  Swift 
Carrent.  I  had  also  to  arrest  a  couple  of  the  leaders  who  were  trying  to  dissuade 
the  Indians  not  to  go.  I  collected  them  and  shipped  them  by  train  on  tho  11th  May, 
sending  Sergeant  Spicer  and  two  men  to  see  that  they  did  not  got  off  at  any  sta- 
tion until  they  reached  Bcgina.  Sergeant  Spicer  and  party  were  farther  employed 
in  escorting  these  Indians  to  their  reserves  east  of  Begina. 

iLfew  Indians  came  in  from  Montana  in  early  spring  and  went  north.  None  of 
them  were  those  wanted  for  participation  in  the  late  rebellion. 

TBLBPH0NS9, 

It  would  be  a  great  convenience  if  a  telephone  line  could  be  built  from  the  bar- 
racks connecting  with  the  town  detachments.  The  cost  would  not  be  very  great, 
and  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  sending  and  receiving  of  telegrams  as  well  aa 
other  business. 

SADDLIS,  HARNE8f>,  &0. 

I  am  well  supplied  with  saddles  as  to  number,  but  a  good  many  of  them  are  of 
poor  quality.  I  have  quite  a  number  of  the  saddles  made  in  Canada  in  which  the 
material  is  very  poor.  I  consider  the  double  cinch  to  be  the  proper  one  for  the 
Force,  particularly  where  much  work  has  to  be  done  in  a  hilly  country.  They  are 
much  easier  on  a  horse,  as  they  have  not  to  be  cinched  so  tight,  and  save  many  sore 
backs.  I  have  applied  in  estimates  for  some  more  harness  and  parts  of  harness. 
The  new  curb  straps  are  much  superior  to  the  old  ones.  I  require  a  number  of 
saddle  blankets  and  numnahs,  and  would  urge  that  the  latter  be  made  deep  at  the 
sides  and  edged  with  leather,  to  prevent  wear  by  the  cinch  rings.  The  saddle  rooms 
at  both  posts  are  miserable  substitutes.  Everything  is  crowded,  and,  no  matter  how 
clean  everything  may  be,  does  not  look  decent,  and  harneks  in  daily  use  has  to  be 
hung  up  in  the  stables. 

FIBRT  AT  MEDIOINS  HAT. 

This  ferry  has  always  been  a  constant  source  of  expense  and  annoyance.  I 
would  snggcbt  that  I  think  it  would  be  cheaper  to  sell  the  ferry  outright  or  lease  it 
to  some  competent  person,  and  have  an  establif^hed  rate  for  cro^ising.  If  a  detachment 
is  kept  in  town  with  a  certain  number  of  horsen,  it  will  not  be  necessary,  except  in 
case  of  emergency,  for  horses  or  waggons  to  cro^s  from  the  barrack  side,  and  foot 
paseengei*8  can  go  either  by  the  bridge  or  row  boat« 

HEALTH  OF  DIVISION. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  there  has  not  been  a  serious  case  of  illness  in  my 
XKvision  during  the  past  year.    Sergeant  Paterson  inflicted  accidentally  a  bad  gun- 
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"fihot  woaod  on  hlmsolf,  bat  is  now  convalesoeDt;  Sergeant  Smart  was  thrown  frooi 
his  horse,  and  broke  small  bones  in  ankle.  The  above  are  the  only  two  sariocu 
acoldents  to  record. 

HORSXS. 

I  had  on  30  th  November  last  one  hundred  horses  on  my  strength.  Three  are 
missing  ana  one  died,  leaving  the  actaal  strength  ninety-six.  I  have  an  average  lot 
of  horses  at  present,  bat  think  there  will  be  a  few  head  to  be  cast  next  spring,  I 
am  patting  oat  twenty  head  on  herd  for  the  winter, 

BISOIPLINS. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  general  conduct  of  members  of  my  IXvi- 
sion  during  the  past  twelve  months  has  been  excellent,  one  and  all  have  appeared 
daring  the  past  season  to  have  done  their  best,  by  closely  attending  to  their  daties, 
to  prevent  horse  stealing  and  other  crimes  as  far  as  possible  in  their  District, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Toar  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  MoILLEBB, 
Superintendent  Commanding  **A  "  Divisunu 
The  Commifisioner 

North- West  Mounted  Policei 
Begina, 
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APPENDIX  D. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SaPERENrENDBNT  GIGXON, 

Bkoina,  iBt  December^  1880. 

Sir,->Iq  oompliance  with  iastractions,  I  have  the  honor  to  sabcnit  the  following 
report  for  the  year  ended  30th  November,  1886: 

JDarin;;^  this  year  I  commanded  <*B"  Dividion  antil  the  Ist  Aagast  last  and 
Depot  Division  from  that  date 

From  the  Ut  December,  1885,  to  the  22nd  April  last,  my  Division  was  stationed 
Jit  Begina,  and  supplied  men  and  horses  for  the  following  outposts  on  the  Railway 
line: — 

Moose  Jaw. 

Fort  Qa'Appelle. 

Broadview. 

Meyer's  Farm  (Pipe  Stone). 

Moosomin. 

Also  one  for  nuul  service  between  Moose  Jaw  and  Medicine  Hat. 

The  varioos  daties  connected  with  these  nnmeroas  ootposts  and  the.rontide  at 
lieadqnarters,  escorting  of  prisoners  in  and  out  of  the  Territories,  and  the  supplying 
<ft  special  parties  for  the  suppression  of  crime  and  importation  of  intoxicants  inta 
the  country,  have  kept  the  men  of  the  Division  very  busy  daring  the  period  men* 
tioned. 

I  beg  to  recall  to  your  memory  the  good  services  rendered  by  Inspector  McGibboii 
in  February  last,  when  he  was  dispatched  with  a  small  party  to  Wood  Mountain  dor- 
ing  very  severe  weather  and  secured  the  arrest  of  one  Peter  O^len  for  bringing  stolen 
property  into  Canada.  Forty-five  horses  were  recovered  and  returned  to  their  law- 
nil  owner,  a  Gros  Ventre  Indian  from  Fort  Belknap,  U.  S. 

On  the  22nd  April,  I  left  Regina  with  forty  mon  and  forty  horses  to  establish 
patrols  on  the  boundary  line  between  the  White  Mud  River,  108^  longitade  west,  and 
the  boundary  of  the  Province  of  Manitoba — a  distance  by  trails  of  about  320  miles. 
Inspector  McGibbon  with  16  men  and  25  horses  to  proceed  shortly  after  to  Moose 
Mountain  and  take  charge  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  patrol. 

Twenty-seven  men  and  horses  were  stationed  at  Old  Wood  Mountain  Post, 
my  headquarters,  and  12  men  and  13  horses  under  a  sergeant  at  Willow  Bunch. 

Shortly  after  his  an*ival  in  the  Moose  Mountain  District,  Inspector  McGibbon 
ms  instructed  to  establish  his  headquarters  at  Alameda,  with  an  outpost  of  10  men 
and  16  horses  at  Wood  Bud. 

A  weekly  patrol,  consisting  o(  one  non  commissioned  officer,  four  constables  and 
a  guide,  w&s  kept  during  the  time  I  was  in  charge  of  the  frontier  between  Wood 
Mountain  Post  and  Grossing  of  the  White  Mud  River,  meeting  patrols  from  **  A** 
Division,  Wood  Mountain  and  Willow  Bunch ;  Willow  Banch  and  Louse  River  meeting 
ratrols  from  Wood  Bud;  Wool  Bad  and  Long  River  meeting  patrols  from  Willow 
Bunch,  Alameda  and  boundary  of  Manitoba;  Alameda  and  Hill  of  the  Murdered  Scout. 
Daily  patrols  were  sent  from  Wood  Mountain ;  on  Cart  Coul^fi  and  Poplar  River  trail 
as  far  as  the  international  boundaries,  teams  going  to  Moose  Jaw  weekly  for  supplies 
looked  after  that  trail. 

The  duties  performed  by  the  Division  in  connection  with  these  patrols  were 
trying,  both  to  men  and  horses,  on  account  of  the  extreme  heat  and  the  scarcity  of  water* 
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tlie  work,  however,  was  done  cheerfully  and  effectively,  not  a  aingle  case  of  horae  or 
cattle  fitealiDg  having  occurred  throughout  the  district  during  the  time  I  was  in 
charge. 

These  patrols  had  also  the  effect  of  preventing  certain  agitators  from  the  north, 
who,  after  the  rebellion,  had  taken  refuge  at  Turtle  Mountain  and  Fort  Assiniboine^ 
17.S.,  from  catrying  out  their  designs  with  the  half-breeds  of  these  localities. 

Theie  has  been  a  great  deal  of  migration  through  Wood  Mountain,  from  Mon- 
tana to  l>akota,  and  vice  t?€rf a,  but  no  one  was  allowed  to  go  through  without  having 
been  intervieived  by  the  patrols,  and  in  many  instances  suspicious  looking  parties 
were  delayed  until  they  could  give  satisfactory  account  of  themselves. 

Three  herds  of  cattle  came  into  the  Territories  from  Dakota,  one  of  these,  belong- 
ing to  the  Grey  Bros.,  after  having  been  kept  over  a  month  under  seizure  at  Wo^ 
End,  was  allowed  by  the  Customs  authorities  to  return  to  the  States,  without  having 
paid  any  duties.  The  other  two  herds  were  allowed  to  proceed  to  Cypress  Hilis 
district,  where  the  owners  had  secured  rarches. 

Several  small  herds  of  horses  were  brought  into  the  country  through  Wood 
Mountain,  and  duties  collected  on  them. 

On  the  1st  August  last  I  was  posted  to  the  command  of  Depot  Division  and 
resumed  charge  of  the  Headquarter  District. 

On  arrival  at  Segina  I  found  that  the  men  on  mail  service  had  been  recalled, 
the  outpost  at  J)r.  Meyer's  Faim  transferred  to  Whitewood  and  a  new  outpost  esta- 
blished at  Qu'Appelle  Station. 

In  August  last  I  was  ably  seconded  by  Sergeant  I^ffe  at  Indian  Head,  in  ferret- 
ting  out  two  burglars  who  were  respective iy  sentenced  to  6  and  7  years  penitentiary. 

On  the  Ibth  October  a  guard  of  honor,  composed  of  two  officers  and  33  non-oom- 
missioned  officers  and  confitables,  was  detached  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  North 
West  Council. 

The  ordinary  escorts  were  aleo  detailed  to  assist  the  Indian  Department  officials 
in  paying  the  different  bands  of  Indians  in  the  district. 

The  Icdians  arc  peaceful  and  have  given  little  trouble  during  the  year. 

On  the  6th  NoTember  last  one  sergeant  and  five  constables  were  sent  on  the 
Manitoba  and  Korth-Weaern  Railway  line  to  prevent  the  traffic  of  liquor  in  that 
section;  this  party  on  its  return  will  leave  two  constables  and  horses  at  Wolseley, 
where  a  new  outpost  will  be  maintained  during  the  coming  winter. 

Large  quantities  of  intoxicants  have  been  destroyed  during  the  year  and  every 
infraction  to  the  liquor  law  diligently  prosecuted. 

With  reference  to  the  present  system  of  preventing  intoxicants  from  coming 
into  the  country,  I  would  respectfully  eogcgest  that  the  North- West  Territories  A^ 
be  amended  to  the  effect  that  no  part  of  the  fine  imposed  be  given  the  informant,  fS 
this  system  bfings  into  the  Force  a  great  amount  of  discredit,  the  men  being  always 
charged  with  doing  their  duty  with  a  mercenary  object  in  view ;  and  I  would  recom- 
mend that  when  good  work,  in  this  line,  has  been  done  by  any  constable  his  reward 
be  supplied  from  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  fine  fund,  as  in  cases  of  extraor- 
dinary duties  performed. 

There  has  been  an  increafe  of  crime  during  the  year,  due  most  likely  to  hard 
timep,  but  few  of  the  offenders  in  this  district  have  escaped  punishment. 

The  conduct  of  tho  men  under  my  command  during  the  year  has  been  fairly 
good,  and  with  the  exception  of  cases  of  desertion  few  crimes  have   been  registered.. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SfiV.  GAGNON, 

Superintendent. 
The  Commissioner 

NorihWest  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 
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APPENDIX   E. 


ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OF  SUPBRlNrENDB^ir  NBILB, 

Maolvod,  30th  November,  1886. 

Si%— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  oommand  for  the 
year  ending  this  day : 

Oa  9th  December,  1885,  in  pursaanoe  of  orders  poblishod  at  hoadqaarters,  I  left 
Bdginawith  <'H'*  Division,  consisting  of  one  Saperlntendeot,  twj  Inspectors  and 
ninety-eight  non-commissioned  officers  and  mea,  with  fifty-seven  horses,  and  pro- 
ceeded by  rail  to  Lethbridge,  en  route  to  &lao!e^d.  Arriving  at  Lethbridge  on  the 
night  of  the  lOth  December,  I  found  that  tho  Belly  River  was  in  snoh  a  condition 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  cross  tho  Division.  Through  the  kindness  of  B.  T* 
Galt^  Esq.,  the  men  were  allowed  to  u^e  the  freight  shed  of  the  N'orth-West  Ooai  and 
Navigation  Oompany's  railroad  as  a  bu'rack,  stoves  being  pat  up  fir  them,  and 
there  they  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  13th  Djoembdr,  wboa  I  started  for 
Uacleod. 

Although  the  river  had  become  somewhat  lesadangerou's,  and  wo  crossed  by  the 
safest  ford,  that  known  as  the  *•  Slaughter  House  Pord,"  we  did  not  get  over  withoufe 
one  or  two  accidents  and  a  cold  bath  far  some  of  the  men,  the  centre  of  the  river 
being  frozen  to  the  bottom,  cansin^  two  of  the  waggon  reaches  to  break. 

.Reaching  the  west  bank  we^ad  to  climb  an  acclivity  known  as  ''Telegraph 
Hill,"  which  was  covered  with  snow  aod  ice,  and  at  one  place  had  a  pitch  at 
angle  of  at  least  forty  degrees.    Being  very  doubtful  about  getting  up  my  loads 
had  hired  a  "sixteen  string  team  "  (eight  pairs)  but  finding  that  it  took   the  team 
ster  an  hour  and  a  half  to  take  up  two  waggons,  I  selootod   the  heaviest  of  my  own 
team  horses  and  took  the  remaining  nine  waggons  up  with  them. 

Although  we  left  Lethbridge  at  7  a.  m.  the  rear  guard  did  not  reach  the  top  of 
**  Telegraph  Uill,"  about  five  miles  from  our  starting  place,  until  2  p.  m.  After  a  short 
halt  the  division  moved  forward  against  a  very  strong,  cold,  westerly  wind,  arriving 
at  the  ''  Old  Man's  "  fiiver,  opposite  *'  Kipp  "  about  6.30  p.  m.  I  had  gone  on  ahead 
to  try  the  ice  and  finding  it  unsafe  had  a  ford  cut  out.  The  saddle  horses  were  thea 
crossed,  followed  by  the  waggons,  one  of  which,  the  hospital  spring  waggon,  came  ta 
grief  by  the  horses  refusing  to  face  the  wind,  trying  to  get  on  the  ice  and  breaking 
the  nole.  Both  men  and  horses  were  covered  with  ice  whenever  the  water  had 
touched  them,  as  the  wind  was  very  strong  and  bitterly  cold. 

The  stopping  place  at  Kipp  being  only  in  coureie  of  erection,  there  was  no  place 
to  go  into  and  tho  raising  of  a  tent  was  an  impossibility.  However,  the  horses  wero 
placed  in  the  shelter  afforded  by  some  haystacks,  and  after  being  dried  and  fed  tho 
men  managed  to  get  a  cup  of  tea  and  then  turned  in  with  their  horses. 

Next  morning,  the  jpde  having  somewhat  abated,  we  made  an  early  start  and 
reaehed  here  at  2  p.  m. 

The  men  (85)  were  temporarily  placed  in  one  'of  the  barrack  rooms  (built  for 
25)  but  after  a  few  days  I  obtained  Superintendent  Cotton's  sanction  to  remove  the 
greater  part  of  tnem  to  the  *'  Old  Port"  where,  although  owing  to  the  dlLapidatcd 
state  of  the  building  they  were  anything  but  comfortable,  they  were  not  crowded. 
From  that  time  until  the  removal  of  part  of  the  Division  to  Lethbridge  the  non-com* 
missioned  officers  and  men  performed  the  onlinary  routine  dntieaaad  trips,  inconjune^ 
tiiAwith  ''C"  Division. 
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On  the  23rd  January,  1886,  iDspeotor  Howe  arrived  ^t  Lethbridge  and  aBBamed 
oommaDdof  the  detachment  at  that  place.  On  the  28ih  Fobraary  I  replaced  the 
<<G"  Division  men  there  by  men  from  '^  H/'  and  mysolf  assumed  command  of  Leth- 
bridge, on  the  24th  of  March,  shortly  after  which  dute  loepector  Howe  was  trana* 
fbtrei  to  Battleford. 

On  my  arrival  at  Lethbridge  I  established  a  lookout  post  at  Whoop-Up  whioli 
uras  maintained  until  a  few  weeks  ago. 

On  the  29th  of  March  the  detachment  at  Lethbridge  was  made  up  to  a  total 
strength  of  H4  men  and  28  horses. 

On  the  26th  April  Inspector  Sanders  left  to  establish  the  following  outposts, 
▼!«:— 

Non-commissioned 

Officers.  Men,  Horses. 

Chin  Coulee..    16  6 

Forty  Mile  Coulee 1  6  6 

Bull's  Head  Coulee 16  6 

Inspector  Sanders  reached  Bull's  Head  Coulee  on  the  30th  April,  after  having 
travelled  nearly  the  whole  distance  through  a  driving  snowstorm,  which  oommenoed 
when  he  was  only  10  miles  out  from  Lethbridge.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  head  of 
the  Cypress  Hills,  where  he  arranged  with  the  detachment  of  ''  A  "  Division  there 
stationed,  for  a  weekly  communication  and  interchange  of  reports  with  the  detach- 
ment of  *^  H  "  at  Bull's  Head.  This  connection  was  kept  up  until  the  15th  of 
Angust,  when  water  and  feed  having  become  very  scarce  it  was  impossible  to  main- 
tain the  oampe. 

The  connection  was  made  as  follows:  2  men  left  Whoop-Up  on  Sunday  at  1  j)  m. 
for  Lethbridge ;  1  noncommissioned  officer  and  4  men  left  Lethbridge  on  Monday 
momingfor  Chin  Coulee,  a  similar  party  leaving  Chin  Coulee  Tuesday  morning  for 
Forty  Mile  Coul^,  and  another  party  leaving  the  lutter  place  for  Bull's  Head  Wed- 
nesday morning,  Bull's  Head  party  sending  a  patrol  on  to  the  Head  of  the  Cjrpreas, 
where  written  reports  were  exchanged  and  the  parties  returned  to  their  respective 
camps.  The  horses  employed  on  this  work  travelled,  on  an  average,  273  miles  eveiy 
ten  days,  in  addition  to  patrolling  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  own  camps*  The 
distances  on  this  patrol  are  as  follows : — 

Miles. 

Whoop-Up  to  Lethbridge  (in  winter,  14) 7 

Lethbridge  to  Chin  Coulee 3013 

Chin  Coulee  to  Forty  Mile  Coulee 38*82 

Forty  Mile  to  Bull's  Head 3635 

Bull's  Head  to  Head  of  Cypress 2404 

For  ten  miles  east  from  Lethbridge  the  country  is  level,  after  that  to  Chin  Coulter 
the  trail  is  through  sand  hills,  and  the  travelling  very  heavy.  The  hills  leading 
into  and  out  of  this  coulee  are  very  hard  upon  draught  horses. 

There  was  no  water  between  Chin  and  Forty  Mile  Coulees,  until  Inspector 
Sanders  had  a  well  dug,  which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  entailed  a  good 
deal  of  hard  work,  but  the  long  stretch  between  these  places  was  too  much  for  tlie 
horses  in  hot  weather,  and  the  men  worked  hard  and  got  fairly  good  water. 

Between  Forty  Mile  and  Bull's  Head  water  can  be  obtained  fi*om  about  the  let 
of  May  until  the  middle  of  October.  In  Sandy  Coulee,  about  midway  from  Ball's 
Head  to  the  Cypress  both  feed  and  water  are  easily  obtained. 

There  are  no  settlements  or  houses  between  Lethbridge  and  the  Head  of  the 
Cypress  on  this  trail,  in  fact  the  country  from  ten  miles  east  of  Lethbridge  to  Boire 
Head  Coulee,  and  ^outh  to  Milk  Biver,  is  a  barren  waste. 

The  water  in  the  "  Chin  '*  and  '*  Forty  Mile  "  Coulees,  although  always  alkaline, 
is  not  so  bad  until  the  middle  of  August,  as  to  be  dangerous  to  man  and  beast,  hot 
after  that  time  it  is  very  apt  to  cause  sickness.  The  only  good  feed  at  either  place 
is  around  the  lakes,  and  %he  horses  (to  say  nothing  of  the  men)  suffer  a  martyrdom 
during  the  fly  season. 
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There  beiBg  no  wood  between  Lethbridge  and  Ball's  Head,  I  bad  to  Bopply 
"  Chin  Conl^  "  from  the  former  place,  and  "  Forty  Mile  Coulde  "  from  "  Ball's  Head," 
which,  with  the  hauling  of  p^-ovisions  and  forage  to  all  the  camps,  gave  my  team 
horses  all  they  could  do. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  althodgh  the  carrying  oat  of  this  patrol 
doty,  over  such  a  long  stretch  of  bad  country,  was  very  hard  upon  both  men  and 
horses,  it  has  tendered  m'ore  towards  the  suppression  of  horsestealing  by  the  Indiana 
from  the  settlers  north  of  the  South  Saskatchewan,  than  anything  that  has  ever 
been  done  by  the  Police  heretofore. 

Od  the  22nd  May,  I,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  moved  the  headquarters 
of  "H"  to  Lethbridge  and  shortly  afterwards  withdrew  all  the  men  of  that  DiviBion, 
horses  and  stores  from  Macleod. 

On  the  6ih  of  May  the  Division  was  ordered  under  canvas  and  remained  in  camp 
until  the  18th  of  August. 

On  the  15th  of  August  my  horses  were  inspnected  by  Cols.  Bavenhill  and  PhilipBy 
and  Yeterinary-Surgeon  Matthews,  of  the  Imperial  Service,  who,  although  20  of  the 
number  shown  them  had  only  the  previous  night  returned  from  a  round  trip  to  the 
Cjrpress  and  back,  expressed  themselves  as  much  pleased  with  their  condition  and 
fitness  for  work. 

On  this  date,  owing  to  my  having  been  ordered  to  Macleod,  to  relieve 
Soperintendent  Cotton  of  the  command  in  the  district,  he,  With  his  Division,  being 
order'^d  to  Battleford,  the  patrol  camps  were  withdrawn. 

On  the  18th  I  moved  the  headquarters  of  my  Division  back  to  Macleod  again, 
oooupyin^  the  Old  Fort  until  Superintendent  Cotton  moved  out  of  the  new  barracks. 

On  the  27th  of  August  Inspector  Likely  arrived  at  Lethbridge  from  Begina, 
with  21  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  "  D "  Division  and  assunded  com- 
mand of  that  place,  where  he  is  still  stationed. 

Supterintendent  Cotton  moved  out  with  '<C"  Division  on  the  2nd  September, 
handing  over  the  command  to  me  on  that  day.  The  post  was  temporarily  re- 
inforced by  a  detachment  of  **E''  Division,  consisting  of  Inspector  Moodie  and  31 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  and  33  horses.  This  detachment  returned  to 
Calgary  on  the  arrival  of  **  D  "  Division. 

On  the  14th  September,  Superintendent  Steele  marched  in  '*D*' Division  and 
his  men  went  into  barrack  rooms  which  I  had  prepared  for  them. 


OUTPOSTS  OF   "  H       DIVISION. 

«  H  "  Division  is  at  present  finding  the  following  detachments  : — 

Men.  Horses. 

Standoff. ^ 4  3 

St.  Mary's,  1  N.  C.  0 4  5 

Kootenai,          do      3  5 

Pincher  Creek,  do      « 7  9 

The  Leavings 3  3 

Kipp 1  2 


PATaOL. 

A  patrol  of  2  constables  leaves  Stand  Off  for  St.  Mary's  every  Monday  morning  ; 
leaves  St.  Mary's  for  Kootenai  Tuesday;  Kootenai  for  Pincher  Creek  Wednesday; 
and  Pincher  Creek  for  *•  Scot  s  Coulee"  at  2  p.m.  Wednesday  afternoon,  where  it  is 
met  by  a  party  from  Piegan  Beserve ;  who  return  to  their  station  that  evening,  and 
report  here  on  Thursday  morning. 
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The  distanoea  are  as  follows  : — 

Maoleod  to  Stand  Off •. 20 

Stand  Off  to  St.  Mary's 28 

St.  Mary's  to  Kootenai ^ 27 

!Elootenai  toPinoher  Greek , 10 

Pincher  Creek  to  Scot's  Gonl^. 16 

Scot's  Coulee  to  Piegan  Detachment , 12 

Piegan  Detachment  to  Macleod • .••... 9 

STATIONS. 

The  station  at  Stand  Off  is  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  Blood  Reserve. 

That  at  St.  Mary's  is  south  of  the  same  reserve  (48  miles  from  Macleod). 

That  at  Kootenai  is  on  the  *^Dry  Wood"  fork  of  that  river  (23  miles  from 
Ifacleod). 

That  at  Pincher  Greek  is  on  the  old  Police  Beserve,  a  few  handred  yards  from 
the  village  (32  miles  from  Macleod). 

That  at  Piegan  Reserve,  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Reserve,  on  the  north  side 
of  Old  Man's  River. 

The  detachment  stationed  at  The  Leavings  of  Willow  Crook,  about  35  miles 
north  on  the  Calgary  trail,  occupy  part  of  a  stopping  place.  They  conaeot  with  a 
chain  of  detachments  from  Calgary,  south. 

PIEGAN  DETACHMENT* 

It  would  be  advisable,  if  a  reserve  can  be  obtained,  to  remove  this  detachmeat 
from  its  piesent  location.  The  log  house  now  occupied  immediately  adjoins  (if  it  is 
not  upon)  the  farm  of  a  Mr.  Legacy,  whose  house  is  only  a  few  yards  distant. 
This  man  can  observe  and  report  every  movement  of  the  detachment  to  any  one  lie 
may  think  is  interested  in  their  movements ;  added  to  which,  the  house  and  stable 
are  built  on  the  edge  of  a  belt  of  timber  about  15  yards  wide,  which  grows  at  the 
foot  of  a  sloping  hill,  and  in  case  of  trouble  tJie  buildings  could  be  easily  approached 
and  surrounded.  Av^ain  the  station  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  ''  Old  Man's  "  River 
which  all  winter  is  in  a  semi-frozen  state  and  dangerous  to  cross.  I  would,  therefore, 
strongly  recommend  that  this  detachment  be  removed  to  some  point  on  the  soath 
side  of  the  river  where  the  country  is  open. 

OTHER  nSTACHMENTS. 

Reserves  should  be  set  aside  for  the  other  Ddtaohments  as  soon  as  porisible.  In 
addition  to  the  weekly  connection  the  whole  of  these  parties  patrol  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  their  posts,  and  send  to  me,  weekly,  a  copy  of  the  diaries  kept  by  each  non- 
commissioned officer  or  man  in  charge. 

The  Detachments  surrounding  the  Blood  Reserve  are  continually  on  the  move, 
noting  the  actions  of  the  Indians,  looking  for  branded  horses,  and  by  their  presenoe 
preventing  the  sale  to  the  Indians  of  intoxicants. 

The  whole  of  those  outposts  are  supplied  with  provisions,  oats  and  fuel  from  thia 
post,  which  entails  no  small  amount  of  hauling. 

ox  TRAIN. 

The  ox  train  is  utilized  as  much  as  possible,  but  is  altogether  too  slow,  and! 
jrecommend  that  the  oxen  be  sold  and  tbat  ten  mules  be  substituted  therefor.  Now 
that  the  snow  is  on  the  ground  the  o:xen  are  next  to  useleis^  whereas  mules  could  bd 
nsed  alt  winter. 
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OUTPOSTS  OF  "d"  Diymioir. 

^D"  BivisiiHi  finds  a  DetaohmoDt  of  1  offioer,  31  non-commissioned  officers  and 
■en,  with  24  horses,  at  Lethbridge.  This  Detachment  is  at  present  patrolling  in 
lie  ▼iciDitj  of  its  station,  and  has  recently  materially  aided  Mr.  Gait  in  the  mainten* 
nee  of  order  amongst  his  miners. 

From  the  22nd  Angnst  nntil  the  7th  October  this  Detachment  patrolled  from 
lethbndge  to  the  Cypress  aod  back  weekly.  On  the  latter  date,  in  porsnanoe  of 
netmctions  received  from  yon,  a  camp  was  established  in  Ball's  Head  Conlte,  after 
rhioh  the  Lethbridge  men  patrolled  only  to  Grassy  Lake,  16  miles,  exchanging^ 
ef)ort8  with  the  patrol  from  the  former  place,  which  Agsin  kept  np  the  commanica- 
ion  with  the  Detachment  at  the  head  of  the  Cypress.  The  water  becoming  very  Imd 
I  the  Conine,  on  the  18th  of  October,  Inspector  Sanders,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
irty,  was  ordered  to  move  on  to  the  tank  of  the  North- West  Company's  Bailway  at 
^en  Persons'  Coulee,  where  he  remained,  keeping  up  the  patrol  until  withdrawn  oa 
be  18th  of  November.  This  party  endured  a  good  deal  of  hardship,  as  the  snow  in 
be  vicinity  of  the  Cypress  became  deep  and  weather  very  cold  towards  the  end  of 
October. 

Although  nnmerons  reports  had  been  circulated  to  the  effect  that  Southern 
odiaDs  were  stealing  horses  in  this  part  of  the  country,  Inspector  Sanders  reports 
lat  his  party  never  saw  an  Indian  the  whole  time  they  were  out. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  on  the  Blood  and  Piegan  Beeerves  are  perfectly  quiet  and  appar- 
itly  contented. 

In  the  latter  part  of  September  some  uneasiness  was  caused  by  the  receipt  by 
le  Bloods  of  the  news  of  six  of  their  number  having  been  killed  by  the  '*  Gros 
entres  "  near  the  boundary  line.  The  young  men  wanted  to  start  immediately  on 
16  war-path  and  retaliate,  but  by  the  united  efforts  of  Mr.  Pocklington  (Indian 
%tui)  and  myself  they  were  dissuaded  from  so  doing,  and  although  they  still  de- 
^re  their  intention  of  having  re^en^e  in  spring,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  tha 
ibe,  as  a  whole,  will  take  no  action  m  the  matter. 

I  have  been,  80  far,  unable  to  visit  the  scene  of  the  fight,  which  the '' GroB^ 
ectres  "  admit  took  place  on  Canadian  territory,  owing  to  the  depth  of  the  enow^ 
It  I  shall  do  £0  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Although  the  Bloods  are  being  constantly  accused  by  the  Montana,  n.S.,  papers, 
fstealiD^  horses  from  the  other  side,  their  reserve  has  been  searched  from  end  to 
Mi  by  United  States  Stock  Inspector  Sweeney  and  others,  only  nine  horses  have 
een  claimed  from  them  since  I  assumed  command. 

The  Police  at  all  times  obtain  every  possible  assistance  from  the  Indian  officials* 

SALB  01*  INTOXICANTS  TO    INDIANS. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  that  the  Indian  Act  be  amended  as  soon  as  pos- 
Me,  aod  that  magistrates  be  given  power  to  inflict  a  more  severe  punishment  on 
koee  who  give  or  sell  intoxicants  to  indiani.  Since  the  introduction  of  hop  beer  a 
rcat'deal  of  the  money  paid  to  Indians  is  spent  therefor,  and  although  the  beer 
Beif  may  not  be  intoxicating,  Uie  Indians  render  it  so  by  boiling  tobacco  with  it^ 
Mi  the  Bale  should  be  prohibited  to  them. 

BUILDINGS— MAOLBODi 

I  submit  herewith  a  ground  plan  of  this  post,  which  shows  the  location  of  tha 
ia!eb€d  and  stable  erected  this  fall.    (Not  printed.) 

The  whole  exterior  of  the  barraclcfi  has  been  painted,  battens  on  the  buildlnga- 
Shtened,  and  double  windows  are  now  being  made. 
7a- 3 
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On  aBsumiDg  command,  I  found  that  the  greater  part  of  the  zinc  chimneys  !■ 
«8e  were  burned  oat;  and  in  aocordanoe  with  yoar  instraotions  I  am  haying  thes 
repaired  and,  where  neoeBsary,  replaced  as  fast  as  possible.  Brick  chimneys  shovld 
be  built  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  the  lumber  in  the  buildings  has  shrank  considerably  since  their  erectioii,  I 
recommend  that  as  soon  as  an  appropriation  can  be  obtained,  they  be  either  dap 
boarded  or  sided. 

If  it  is  your  intention  to  keep  150  or  200  men,  with  a  proportion  of  horses,  two 
stables,  to  I'oplfce  those  destroyed  by  fire  some  time  ago.  should  be  erected  at  u 
oarly  date.  The  log  stable  recently  put  up  would  then  make  an  excellent  **  infirai- 
ary"  stable. 

I  am,  as  fast  as  possible,  having  the  interior  of  the  barrack  rooms  whitewasM 
4md  painted  by  Police  labor. 

1  also  recommend  that  the  wire  on  the  fence  around  the  post  be  removed,  woi 
that  8  feet  pickets  be  substituted  therefor. 

BUILDINaS  AT  OUTPOSTS. 

The  whole  of  the  buildings  at  Stand  Off,  St.  Mary*s,  Kootenai,  Pinoher  Greet 
and  Pieffan  Keserve  have  been  overhauled  and  whitewashed,  inside  and  oat. 

At  St.  Mary's  the  Detachment  built  another  stable  for  four  horses  without  aoj 
expense  to  the  Government  beyond  that  for  tbe  spikes  and  nails. 

The  buildings  at  Pincher  Creek  have  been  plastered  inside  and  out,  ^nderroi 
them  very  comfortable. 

OORBALS. 

New  hay  corrals  of  barbed  wire  have  been  built  at  this  post,  Pincher  Greek  and 
Fiegan  Beserve,  while  others  of  log  or  rails  have  been  erected  at  Stand  Off,  St  Mary*! 
and  Kootenai 

SQUIPMXNT   *'  H  *'  DiyiSIOV. 

The  equipment  of  **  R  "  Division  is,  with  the  exception  of  the  transport  and  im 
sets  of  harness,  in  first-rate  order. 

"d"  diyision. 

The  officer  commanding  ''  D  *'  Division  is  reporting  separately  upon  bb  equip 
ment. 

The  requirements  of  both  Divisions  have  been  fully  set  forth  in  the  estimates. 

TABGST  PBAOTIOS,   '<H"  DIVISION. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  on  duty  from  ''H ' 
Division  I  have  been  unable  to  complete  the  practice. 

BUILDINOS  AT  LBTHBBIDaX. 

I  append  hereto  a  ground  plan  of  the  barracks  now  in  course  of  erection  4 
Lethbridge.    They  are  fast  approaching  completion.    (Not  printed.) 

A  strong  hay  corral  has  been  ereot^  there  by  the  Detachment  ander  oomman^ 
^f  Inspector  Likely. 

nai  PROTXOTION. 

I  cannot  too  urgently  recommend  that  a  manual  fire  engine,  with  1,000  feet  d 
]io»e,  be  at  once  supplied  to  this  post.    Should  a  fire  break  out^  in  one  of  the  prevai 
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ioff  hi^h  winds,  on  the  west  side  of  the  barracks,  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  bkwb 
a  bailding  on  the  side  attacked,  with  the  limited  means  now  at  my  duposaL  Tanka 
fdioald  also  be  built  at  once. 

HOBSBS. 

The  horses  of  this  command  are  all  in  good  order.  The  stony  nature  ot  tlio 
ground  in  and  around  the  post  tends  to  make  corns  very  common  and  entails  a  good 
4eal  of  extra  labor  in  shoeing,  but  there  is  no  sickness. 

DBSBETI098. 

Ten  desertions  have  taken  place  from  '<  H  **  during  the  year  and  four  from  ^  B  ** 
since  the  arrival  of  that  Division  from  the  north ;  one  of  the  former,  and  two  of  tho 
latter  having  bden  captured  and  sentenced  to  12  months'  hard  labor,  each. 

I  attributute  these  desertions  to  the  fact  that  the  men  are  led  to  believe  that 
at  the  mines  in  Montana,  they  can  command  from  $4  to  $6  per  diem. 

DBATHS. 

I  regret  to  have  to  record  the  deaths  of  Begi  mental  No.  1,809,  Constable  L  J« 
Colins,  oi  typho-malaTial  fever,  on;the  2nd  October,  and  Begimental  No.  23 1,  Sergeant 
C.  Gbasscs  of  the  same  disease  on  the  16 th  Octoberi  B^th  these  men  belonged  to 
4<D"  Division,  and  are  supposed  to  have  contracted  the  fever  at  Battleford. 

PE0YISI01I8. 

The  provisions  and  light  received  monthly  from  the  oontractors  are  of  good 
quality. 

fORAOI. 

The  oats  are  also  of  good  quality.  The  hay,  as  previously  reported,  is  inlbriocw 
In  &ct  no  really  first  class  hay  has  been  cut  in  this  district  thisyear« 

DISOHABGBS. 
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The  following  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  have  been  disoharged  flroi 
H  **  Division  during  the  year  :-^ 

No.     338,  Constable  Hobbs,  R Time  expired. 

309,  Sergeant  Geldert,  L.  D. do 

1057,  Constable  Woodhouse,  S •••Invalided. 

1374,         do      Cowan,  &  L do 

1647,  do       Johnston,  B. do 

1627.         do       Mowat^  G....-..- do 

BB-BNOAOIMlllTS. 

The  following  non-commissioned  officers  have  been,  by  your  authorial 
'engaged  for  one  year  :— 

No.  919,  Staff-Sergeant  Saffrey,  C.  B. 
688,  Sergeant  Brymner,  L  Q. 

AETILLBET. 

I  also  forward  herewith  a  return  of  artillery  stores  in  my  charge  (not  winted). 
I  have  already  pointed  out  the  necessity  for  the  ammunition  waggons,  which  are  all 
that  is  IequiI^^d  to  render  the  half  battery  complete. 
7a-3i 
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OLD  rOET. 


NoihiDg  now  remains  of  old  Fort  Maoleod  bat  a  few  logs  which]^!  am  hauling 
up  for  firewood. 

BSPOBT  or  MSDIOAL  OFFIOBB. 

Aeaistant  Surgeon  Kennedy's  report  is  also  forwarded  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tonr  obedient  servant, 

P.  E.  NBALB, 
Superintendent  Commanding  MacUod  Districts 
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APPENDIX   R 


ANNUAL  EBPORT  OP  SUPBEINTBDBNT  STBBLB. 

FoBT  Maolb|^d,  1st  December,  1888. 

Snty — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my  report  for  the  year  ending  30th 
]7o?ember,  1886. 

I  took  over  oommand  of  ''  D  *'  Division  in  the  month  of  November,  1885,  firom 
Inspector  Morris,  and  of  the  Battleford  post  and  district  on  the  29th  of  Deoember, 
1885,  from  Assistant  Oommissioner  L.  N.  F.  Grozier. 

At  this  time  two  Divisions  of  the  N.-W.  ICoanted  Police  were  stationed  at  Bat- 
tleford nnder  mv  orders,  namely,  my  own  ("  D  ")  Division,  and  "  K  "  Division  under 
the  oommand  of  Saperintendent  A*  E.  Ifacdonell. 

BTRSNOTH  Or  DIVISION. 

The  strength  of  *'  D"  Division  has  been  very  uniform  throughout  the  year,  and 
now  consists  of  6  officers,  15  non-commissioned  officers  and  86  constables;  total  of  all 
ranks  109  all  told ;  of  these  four  deserted,  two  being  recaptured  and  sent  as  prison- 
ers  to  headquarters.    <'  K  '*  Division  has  nearly  the  same  strength. 

There  have  been  two  batches  of  horses  supplied  to  the  Division :  one  at  Battle- 
ford  in  April,  1886,  which  consisted  mostly  of  old  Police  horses,  and  another  at 
Fort  ICadeod  in  October,  1886,  when  seventeen  young  remounts  were  handed  over, 
having  been  purchased  by  a  board  of  officers,  consisting  of  Saperintendent  Herohmer 
as  president^  and  Superintendent  Neale  and  myself  as  members. 

The  strength  of  the  Division  in  horses  now  consists  of  91,  namely,  61  saddle 
and  24  team ;  attached  6  team,  1  F.,  5  E. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Assistant  Sargeon  Bolph  reported  that  a  number 
of  the  recently  joined  men  were  physically  unfit  for  the  work  they  would  be  called 
upon  to  perform  in  the  Force,  and  in  February  last  he  recommended  that  8  of 
<(  D  "  Division  and  12  of  <<  K  "  Division  to  be  invalided.  Later  on  when  the  weather 
got  warmer,  20  were  sent  to  headquarters. 

HEALTH  or  THl   MIN. 

Barly  in  the  month  of  August  fever  (typhomalarial)  appeared  in  the  post,  and 
very  soon  a  good  number  of  the  men  contracted  it.  Assistant  Surgeon  Miller 
became  ill  from  the  disease  on  the  16th  of  August,  and  on  the  17th  another  doctor 
was  telegraphed  for  from  headquarters.    Until  his  arrival,  Mr.  Mackay,  an  ez-hos- 

5)ital  Sergeant  of  the  Force,  who  was  practising  in  the  town,  was  called  in,  and  per- 
ormed  his  duties  a^  well  as  could  be  desired.  The  disease  prevailed  throughout  the 
surrounding  country,  as  well  as  amongst  our  men,  some  of  the  citizens  being 
attacked  as  early  as  April  last. 

Prior  to  handing  over  the  command  of  Battl^dford  post  to  Superintendent  Mao* 
Donell,  two  of  the  men  of  his  Division  died  of  the  disease,  and  after  my  arrival 
at  this  post,  two  of  the  men,  one  a  non-commissioned  offioer,  died,  one  at  Leth- 
bridge,  and  the  other  here,  of  the  same  fever. 

DisoiPLnnL 

A  few  oases  of  insubordination  occurred  at  Battleford  early  last  winter,  partly 
owing  to  the  number  of  recruits  in  both  Divisions,  many  of  whom  had  no  idea  of  tha 
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nature  of  the  work  it  was  necessary  to  perform  in  this  ooantry,  bat  when  spring^ 
opened  and  drill  commenced,  as  asaal»  it  was  possible  to  exercise  a  closer  supervision, 
consequently  discipline  improved,  and  is  now  satisfactory. 

Master  parades  of  men  and  horses  have  been  held  upon  the  last  day  of  every 
month.   Horses  requiring  it  were  then  re-branded  upon  the  hoof. 

DRILL  INSTBUOTIOir,  &0. 

Last  winter  was  very  cold,  and  in  the  early  part  it  was  almost  imposaiblo- 
to  perform  any  dril)  outsidef  but  of  course  the  horses  were  exercised  and  the  manual 
ana  firing  exercises  were  taught  in  the  barrack  rooms*  Lectures  on  interior  economy 
were  given  to  the  non-commisl»ioned  officers  and  constables,  and,  when  practicable^ 
towards  spring  a  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  constables  were  instructed 
in  horse-snoeing. 

During  the  month  of  April  the  command  was  put  under  instruction  at  spring^ 
drilL  This  drill,  mounted  and  dismounted,  was  continued  until  the  warm  weather 
in  July.  On  the  arrival  of  the  remounts  both  Divisions  were  frequently  exercised 
together  in  the  movements  of  the  corps.  All  the  officers  were  instructed  by  me  to- 
handle  a  Division  of  mounted  infantry  and  take  command  of  general  parades  which 
Ukey  performed  to  my  satisfaction.  The  nourcommissioned  officers  generally  became 
pronoient  at  drill  and  their  other  duties.  Daring  the  period  the  command 
was  put  through  a  course  of  musketry  instruction.  The  9-pounder  M.L.B.  guns  and 
carnages,  taken  over  from  '*  A  "  Battery,  Boyal  Canadian  Artillery,  and  fdso  our 
own  7-pounder  mountain  guns  and  carriages  were  overhauled  and  put  in  thorough 
working  order,  and  two  gun  detachments,  with  horses,  went  through  a  course  of 
instruction  which  made  them  very  proficient.  Inspectors  Howe  and  Wood,  and 
Sergeant  Bobinson  were  the  instructors. 

Drill  was  discontinued  in  July  owing  to  the  intense  heat,  95°  to  105°  in  the^ 
shade. 

QUABTBBS  AHD  MXBSING. 

There  being  no  accommodation  for  it  at  the  post  I  was  unable  to  form  a 
diyisional  constables  mess  at  Battleford,  but  since  our  arrival  at  Fort  Macleod  this- 
has  been  accomplished,  and  is  now  fairly  started  by  the  men  themselves.  The 
crockery  used  being  their  property. 

Owing  to  the  necessity  of  having  two  Divisions  stationed  at  Battleford  last 
winter,  the  accommodation  for  both  men  and  horsey  was  very  limited.  This  could 
not  be  avoided  as  no  other  quarters  were  available,  and  the  consequent  crowding 
may  in  some  measure  account  for  the  unusual  number  that  appeared  od  the  sick 
report  during  the  winter. 

Previous  to  taking  over  command  Assistant  Commissioner  Orozier  had  put  under 
oonstruotioQ  a  building  for  officers'  quarters,  and  in  the  month  of  January  lumber 
and  shingles  were  by  the  direction  of  the  Comptroller  hauled  from  Prince  Albert. 
People  who  had  lost  property  during  the  late  rebellion  were  employed  irrespective 
of  the  part  taken,  those  who  were  most  in  need  getting  the  first  chance. 

In  May  the  work  on  the  new  quarters  for  officers  was  discontinued.  The  build- 
ing, at  that  time,  was  almost  ready  for  occupation. 

In  the  months  of  June  and  July  I  reported  the  barracks  in  great  need  of  repairs, 
and  during  the  latter  month  that  new  barracks,  out-buildings  and  stables  were 
wanted,  more  especially  sergeants  mecs,  artificers'  shops,  and  recreation  room  for  the 
men,  also  immediate  stabliog  for  thirty  horses. 

In  June  a  building  called  the  Otton  House,  one  mile  from  the  post,  and  which 
had  been  occupied  by  a  squad  of  "  K  "  Division,  was  vacated,  and  the  men  stationed 
therein  placed  under  canvas  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post  so  as  |to  secure  more  direct 
supervision  over  them. 
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PATBOLLINO. 


The  patrolliog  of  the  district  oommenced  in  the  winter,  with  the  approval  of  tha 
Affiistant  CtommisBioner  who  was  then  at  Prinoe  Albert,  and  consicrted  of  parties 
inder  the  command  of  an  officer  or  a.  noin-commissioned  officer  visiting  the  out!  jing 
•ettlements  and  Indian  reserves  as  well  as  patrolling  aronnd  the  reserves  and  their 
neighborhood.  My  reasons  for  starting  this  so  early  in  the  season  was  the  general 
insettled  feeling  that  seemed  prevalent  amongst  the  settlers  in  the  district,  which 
fSseling  was  almost  as  intense  as  dnring  the  timeof  lAe  rebellion.  The  Indians  were 
1^  SQspicioiis  of  the  Police  and  the  whites  alike,  and  I  thought  by  the  constant 
presence  of  small  parties  amongst  them  that  this  feeling  might  be  allayed  and  would 
add  to  the  general  sense  of  security  in  the  conntry.  The  snbsMaent  state  of  the  didtrict 
nroved  that  the  steps  taken  in  this  matter  were  *oorreot.  Patrols  were  also  sent  to 
rort  Pitt,  Onion  Lake,  Saskatchewan  Landing,  Dock  Lake,  and  one  patrol  sent  by 
your  directions  to  see  if  any  Indians  were  in  the  direction  of  Soonding  Lake  pro- 
eeeded  ten  miles  west  of  "The  Nose"  and  patrolled  in  small  parties  to  the  north  and 
■mth  of  Sounding  Lake.  No  Indians  were  seen  off  tiieir  reserves  without  a  piss^ 
except  a  few  vagrants  who  came  in  to  Battleford,  and  were  sent  out  again.  Tbo 
Divisions  were  not  able  to  move  through  the  district  in  a  body,  owing  to  the  insu^ 
fidency  of  transport,  but  the  patrolling  in  snudl  parties  has  proved  to  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  intended. 

H0B8I8. 

I  had  occasion  to  report  in  March  on  the  unfitness  of  the  horses  at  Battleford 

Eit  Ibrty-siz  remounts  were  received  from  Fort  Madeod  and  Regina  in 
y.  As  soon  as  the  grass  was  fit  in  the  spring  all  the  horses  not  actually  required 
were  sent  out  to  gmze  This  was  continued  until  I  handed  over  the  command  to 
Baperintendent  MacdonelL 

SADDLBS. 

The  double  cinch  saddles,  fifteen  in  number,  for  my  Division  and  enough  to  mako 
the  saddles  of  E  "  Division  up  to  sixty  in  number,  which  were  received  in  July  last 
htve  given  satisfaction;  they  were  manufactured  by  Main  &  Winchester,  of  San 
Aancisco,  Oalifomia.  The  o^der  saddles  in  my  Division  are  single  cinch  of  the  same 
laamdiacturei  and  are  in  good  order. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  supplied  at  Battleford  were  of  good  quality,  ezoept  a  small  quantity 
of  haoon  and  some  flour  which  had  been  exposed  during  the  rebellion.  A  board  of 
<Aoer8  assembled  by  my  orders,  reoommeoaed  that  the  inferior  articles  above  men- 
tioDcd  be  sold.  The  board  was  approved  of  by  you  and  the  recommendation  car^ 
riedout 

msoBtLAinous. 

The  past  summer  at  Battleford  and  in  the  vicinity  was  very  hot  and  dry.  Hay 
was  much  more  difficult  to  procure  than  in  former  years,  and  grain  and  other  oropa 
hsfe  been  an  almost  total  failure.  During  last  spring  you  directed  me  to  lend  to  the 
Mttlers,  out  of  the  Police  stores,  a  quantity  of  oats.  I  reported  in  July  that  there 
was  no  prospect  of  the  oats  being  returnea  daring  this  fall  or  winter  owing  to  the 
Uhire  of  the  crops. 

Owing  to  certain  persons  wishing  to  build  in  too  dose  proximity  to  the  post,  I 
teiei^phed  to  the  Comptroller  in  March  last  on  the  subject  of  reserving  certain 
biKls  for  Police  purposes,  which  was  done,  the  plans  and  specifications  being  sent  to 
headquarters  and  to  Ottawa. 

iirB.  Burke,  the  widow  of  the  late  Trumpeter  Burke^  a  constable  in  the  Force 
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who  waa  killed  at  Cat  EDifa  Hill,  was  sapplied  with  fall  daily  rations  daring  the 
time  I  was  in  command,  by  aathority  received  from  Ottawa. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  apon  the  good  feeling  that  existed  daring  last 
winter  between  the  men  of  the  Police  Divisions  btationed  at  Battleford  and  those  of 
'<  A "  Battery,  B.O.A.  stationed  in  Fort  Otter  notii  March  last. 

A  garden  was  planted  in  the  spring,  bat  owing  to  the  dry  weather  the  yield 
was  of  no  conseqaenoe,  except  as  regards  potatoes,  and  they  did  not  come  to  half 
what  shoald  have  been  expected  of  them. 

I  have  had  occasion  daring  the  past  year  to  report  apon  the  necessity  of  a  well 
or  wells  being  dag  at  the  Battleford  Post.  The  want  of  this  was  more  appareoi  io 
that  matter  of  fire,  for  had  snch  broken  oat  to  any  extent  it  woald  have  been  impos- 
sible to  extingaish  the  flames — the  water  having  to  be  drawn  ap  a  hill  from  the 
Battle  River,  a  distance  of  one  and  a  qaarter  miles,  which  reqaired  maoh  time  to 
mceomplish,  as  well  as  caasiog  much  fatigae.  To  redace  the  danger  of  fire  as  maoh 
as  possible,  a  large  namber  of  baokets  of  water  were  kept  filled  in  all  of  the  barrack 
rooms  and  in  the  gaard  room.  * 

The  24th  day  of  Ifay  and  the  1st  of  Jaly  were,  as  asaal,  observed  as  general 
liolidays.    Both  occasions  were  celebrated  by  holding  athletic  sports. 

The  annual  course  of  musketry  was  gone  through  by  both  Divisions,  Inspeotor 
'Morris,  who  is  himself  an  excellent  practical  shot,  being  in  charge  of  the  range. 

HAT,  &o. 

In  conformity  with  your  orders,  in  Jaly  I  called  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of 
bay  reqaired  at  Battleford  daring  the  coming  winter,  asking  for  tenders  for  qaanti- 
ties  of  from  fifty  to  six  hundred  tons.  This  would  allow  all  to  compete,  more 
especially  those  settlers  of  a  poorer  class,  or  those  who  had  been  somewhat  materially 
injured  during  the  rebellion.  A  Mr.  Lytle,  of  Begina,  tendered  at  S  14.70  per  ton, 
being  lower  than  any  one,  except  J.  Nolin,  who  tendered  to  supply  fifty  tons  at  $14 

BAND. 

Some  time  ago  a  very  goodjband  was'kept  up  in  my  Division,  but  upon  "  K  "  Kvi- 
«ion  going  to ^ Battleford,  a  number  of  the' men  of  the  band  were  transferred  to  it,  so  as 
'to  equalize  the  recruits.  This  made  the  band  a  Post  instead  of  a  Divisional  one,  and 
when  the  Division  under  my  command  moved  to  this  Post  (Fort  Biacleod)  the  band 
was  broken  up.  There  are  now  fourteen  musical  instruments,  which  are  the  property 
of  the  men.  I  hope,  when  the  headquarters  are  moved  to  Lethbridge,  that  we  will  be 
.able  to  form  a  first-class  band,  as  we  have  no  scarcity  of  musicians.  Sergt- Major 
Lake  is  the  leader,  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  this  matter. 

BATTLirOBD  BBIDOS. 

The  police  and  the  public  generally  are  put  to  a  great  deal  of  annoyance,  owing 
to  the  necessity  of  taking  down  the  bridge  over  the  Battle  Biver  jast  before  Um 
breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  the  spring.  An  appropriation  has  to  be  made  each  year  to 
eover  the  expense  of  taking  the  bridge  down  and  replacing  it  again.  1  would 
strongly  reoommend  that  efEbrts  be  made  to  have^a  substantial  structure  put  up  st 
expense  will  be  saved  thereby. 

ruKL. 

r  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  quantity  of  fuel  (wood)  which  was  used  last 
winter  and  causing  large  fatigues,  mach  waste,  and  consequently  greater  expense. 
This  could  be  avoided  by  entering  into  coal  contracts  with  people  residing  near  the 

*  (^011.^ A  well,  98  feet  deep,  haa  since  been  dag  at  Battleford.) 
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coal  beds  ap  the  North  Saakalohowan  Bver^  who  would  be  able  to  Bopply  at  low 
rates. 

INDIANS. 

Iq  January  all  Indian  reserves  were  visited  with  the  concarrenoe  of  the  Indian 
Agent.  I  drew  the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant  Grovernor,  through  the  Commissioner 
of  Police,  to  certain  complaints  made  by  two  bands  of  Indians,  with  the  result  that  a 
change  of  instructors  was  made.  I  recommended  two  eznon-commissioned  officers 
^f  the  Force,  to  fill  vacant  positions,  which  was  done.  They  have  since,  I  believe, 
given  great  satisfaction  to  the  agent. 

In  April  Pouiidmaker  returned  from  confinement  in  the  Manitoba  Penitentiary. 
He  seemed  to  exercise  a  good  deal  of  inflaence,  and  his  release  appeared  to  have  a 
good  effect.  He  has  since  died* 

During  the  winter  and  spring  a  number  of  Indian  women  used  to  come  into  the 
town  of  Battleford  for  the  purpose  of  prostituting  themselves,  to  prevent  this  one  of 
the  interpreters  was  sent  around  every  morning  accompanied  by  a  constable,  and  all 
lodians  not  having  passes  from  the  agent,  were  sent  back  to  their  reserves.  This 
course  appeared  to  have  a  very  good  effect,  which  was  added  to  by  the  conviction  of 
one  Daniels  for  keeping  Indian  women  for  purposes  of  prostitution. 

ORIMB. 

Only  two  serious  offences  have  been  committed  in  the  Battleford  District  during 
my  command.  Superintendent  Gotten,  of  course,  reports  upon  all  cases  tried  in  the 
district.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  Division  in  this  district,  I  have  sat  upon  several 
eases  as  an  a^^sociate  of  Superintendent  Neale.  That  offioer  reports  upon  the  oases 
tried  under  those  circumstances. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  handed  over  the  command  of  the  Battle- 
ford District  10  Suporintendant  A.  R  Maodonell  on  the  1st  September,  and  marched 
oat  with  <^  D  "  Division  for  this  Post.  I  have  made  you  a  full  report  of  the  march, 
a<)  requested  by  you.  I  annex  a  copy  of  the  same.  Since  my  arrival  in  this  district 
the  Division  has  been  employed  in  patrolling  and  other  duties  under  the  general 
-directions  of  Suporintendant  Neale,  who  commands  the  district,  '*  D ''  Division  has 
been  performing  the  patrolling  duties  from  the  St.  Mary's  River  to  the  point  when 
the  ''  A  "  Division  patrols  connect  with  them  at  the  Cypress  Hills. 

DISTANOIS  PIRFORMID  BT  PATROLS. 

Since  January  last  a  reoord  of  the  miles  travelled  upon  patrol  and  other  duties 
bas  been  kept  in  both  "  D  "  and  **  K  "  Divisions.  The  distances  covered  by  "  D  " 
Division  are  14,561  miles.    '*K"  Division  about  the  same  distance. 


OFFIOXBS. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  remarking  upon  the  cordial  support  received 
from  Superintendent  Macdonell  during  the  time  the  two  Divisions  were  stationed 
together  at  Battleford,  which  went  far  to  strengthen  the  good  feeling  which  existed 
between  the  two  Divisions. 

Inspector  Wood,  who  performed  the  duties  ol  Adjutant  for  a  time,  is  a  very 
-capable  officer. 

The  officers  generally  rendered  me  a  great  deal  of  good  service,  and  tho 
i>ehaviour  of  the  command  has  been  satisfactory. 
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I  forward  enclosed  a  record  of  tke  march  of  the  Division  from  Battleford  to  Fort 
Kacleod. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

a.  B.  STEELE, 

.  Superintendents 
The  Commissioner 

NorthWest  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 


FoBT  Maolxod,  15ih  September,  1886. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  yoor  information  that,  in  accordance  with 
jOBT  instrnctions,  I  handed  over  the  command  of  Battleford  Post  to  Snperintendent 
Maodonell  and  marched  oat  with  <<  J>  "  Division  for  this  Post,  vid  Sounding  Lake, 
and  the  Marquis  Crossing  of  the  Bed  Deer  Biver.  I  took  John  Longmore,  a  native 
<tf  the  country,  who,  owing  to  his  long  experience  on  the  Great  Plains,  would  be  of 
service  in  finding  water  this  exceptionally  dry  season. 

I  made  short  marches  during  the  first  two  days  so  as  to  enable  the  horses  to 
make  without  distress  the  forc<'d  marches  necessary  on  the  third  and  fourth  days. 
Wood  had  to  be  carried  from  Battleford  to  Sounding  Lake  and  from  that  point  U> 
the  Bed  Deer  fiiver.  After  paesing  Sounding  Lake  it  was  found  necessary  to  keep 
to  the  north  of  trails  to  the  crossing  of  the  Bed  Deer  River,  so  as  to  pass  through  a 
pc^ion  ot  the  country  usually  better  watered  than  that  to  the  southward ;  but,  not* 
withstanding  the  course  taken,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  knowing  when^ 
or  where  water  could  be  found*  Large  lakes,  some  of  them  several  miles  in  extent 
and  never  known  to  dry  up,  were  found  without  water.  Streams  formerly  running  at 
all  seasons  were,  with  few  exceptions,  dry.  On  several  occasions,  owing  to  the  above 
deaciibed  cacsen,  it  was  necessary  to  halt  at  noon  without  water,  agaiubt  which  con* 
tiDgency  I  provided  by  having  the  water-cart  constantly  loaded,  so  that  neither  mea 
nor  horees  would  suffer  any  inconvenience. 

I  reached  the  crossing  of  the  Bed  Deer  on  the  forenoon  of  the  9th  instant,  "  C  **^ 
Division,  under  the  command  of  Superintendent  Cotton,  appeared  on  the  opposite 
iMnk  at  the  same  time.  Superintendent  Herchmer  was  encamped  at  the  river.  He 
directed  both  Divisions  to  take  on  their  waggons  supplies  necessary  for  the  continue 
ance  of  their  march.  I  transferred  to  Superintendent  Cotton  two  narrow  gauge  for 
two  broad  gauge  waggons.  I  handed  over  to  his  charge  the  **  K  "  Division  men  and 
horses,  with  the  exception  of  four  horses,  and  transferred  their  loads  to  the  bull  teanfe 
irom  Fort  Macleod.  John  Longmore,  as  per  instructions,  accompanied  ''  C  "  Division 
for  the  remainder  of  their  march.  I  was  obliged  to  keep  the  four  "K"  Division 
korses  to  haul  the  remaining  waggons  of  my  Division.  Befoie  leaving  the  Bed  Deer 
I  gave  Superintendents  Herchmer  and  Cotton  a  table  of  the  distances  from  one  pond 
or  stream  of  water  to  the  next  for  the  whole  distance  to  Battleford  from  that  pointy 
This  will  enable  *<  C  "  Division  to  move  without  making  many  •*  dry  camps," 

I  crossed  the  Bed  Deer  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  inst.;  the  ford  was  good«. 
The  hill  on  the  right  bank  was  veiy  difficult  to  ascend,  but  the  men  and  horses 
worked  so  well  that  we  saw  the  last  glimpse  of  the  river  in  one  hour  from  the  timo 
we  broke  campl 

From  the  lOth  until  I  reached  Blackfoot  Crossing,  water  was  within  easy  reaob 
as  the  trail  was  defined.  From  the  latter  place  to  Fort  Macleod,  which  the  dtvision 
reached  in  two  days  and  one  hour,  the  intervals  between  water  were  about  twen^ 
miles.  The  division  marched  into  Fort  Macleod  on  the  morning  of  the  I4th.  I  had 
camped  at  Willow  Creek  the  night  previous,  it  being  better  to  do  so  than  come  into 
JRort  Macleod  in  the  evening.    The  longest  day's  march  between  Battleford  and 
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here  was  fifty-eight  miles ;  the  shortest,  seven  miles.  Two  horses  of  "  D  "  and  od» 
of  *'E"  Division  were  lost  at  Grand  Gonl^,  fifty-five  miles  from  Battleford.  I  had 
a  search  nuule,  bat  time  woaid  not  admit  of  it  being  more  thoroughly  done.  I  oon* 
•idered  it  was  of  great  importance  that  '*  0  "  Division  should  not  be  kept  waiting  at 
the  Bed  Deer,  oon^uming  rations  and  forage  that  would  be  required  for  their  march. 
I  reported  the  circumstance  verbally  to  Superintendent  Cotton,  requesting  him  ta 
»nd  Longmore  and  a  couple  of  men  to  look  for  them  on  their  way  back,  I^ngmore 
liaving  t<dd  me  that  he  could  certainly  find  them  in  the  goose  grass  lands,  about  ten 
Hiiles  south  of  the  trail.  The  routine  of  the  march  was  as  follows : — Beveille  at  4.30. 
Mareh  at  six  o'clock.  Halt  for  dinner  at  10  or  10.30  (if  possible).  March  again  at 
1  or  1.30.    Halt  at  5.30  or  S  p.m« 

<Vora.— The  three  horses  were  snbsequentlj  reoorered. 

The  behaviour  of  all  ranks  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  with  the  exception  of 
I  €^  neglect  of  duty  on  picquet  on  the  third  of  September. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

To'i*  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  STBBLB, 
Superintendent^  Commanding  **  D  "  Divisian. 
Ihe  Oommissloner 

Norih-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX  a. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPBBINTBNDBNT  PBRBY. 

North- West  Mounted  Polios,  "  F  "  Diyision, 

Pbinoe  Albibt,  30th  November,  188d. 

SiE| — I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  for  your  inform&tion  my  annual  report  for  ihm 
current  year. 

In  my  last  report  I  called  yoar  attention  to  the  anxious  and  restless  feeling  whhA 
existed  in  the  district  as  a  result  of  the  rebellion. 

Fears  were  entertained  that  the  Indians  would  commit  small  depredatioDB  ft&d 
be  a  continual  source  of  trouble  and  apprehension. 

In  December  last  and  again  in  June,  the  people  were  very  much  excited  and  alana* 
ed  through  senseless  rumors  being  circulated,  which,  on  enquiry,  always  proved  to  bo 
without  foundation. 

Gradually,  however,  the  feeling  of  danger  from  the  Indians  exhausted  itself  mad 
confidence,  equal  to  that  which  existed  prior  to  the  rebellion,  was  restored. 

The  behavior  of  the  Indians  has  been  unusually  good,  they  have  remained,  with 
very  few  exceptions  quietly  on  their  reserves,  and  worked  well  at  their  farms.  In 
June,  a  considerable  numl>er  of  Cree  and  Sioux  Indians  visited  Prince  Albert  and 
camped  in  the  rioinity.    This  caused  some  alarm  to  nervous  persons. 

The  Sioux  were  here  for  the  purpose  of  working  in  the  place.  With  very  little 
trouble,  the  Cree  Indians  were  persuaded  to  return  to  the  reserves,  and  the  Sioax  to 
move  across  the  river,  and  camp  on  the  north  side,  close  enoagh  to  carry  on  their 
work  cutting  wood,  hauling  water  and  odd  chores  of  that  nature.  The  tribes  which 
joined  the  rebels,  have  settled  again  on  their  reserves.  I  was  particularly  straok  with 
the  large  amount  of  work  performed  by  Beardy's  Indians,  a  rebellions  tribe,  whea 
I  visited  their  reserve  in  June;  they  had  done  a  great  deal  of  fencing,  and  pat  io  a • 
)are:e  crop  which  was  growing  finely.  Unfortunately  a  severe  hail  storm  destroyed 
it  the  next  month. 

Bven  White  Cap's  band  of  Sioux  Indians  made  a  serious  attempt  at  farming. 
His  reserve  was  visited  by  one  of  our  officers  in  May  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
census  of  the  band.  Inspector  B^gin,  the  officer  in  question,  reported  that  they  were 
very  anxious  to  got  on  with  their  farming. 

The  absence  of  crime  amongst  such  a  large  Indian  population,  upwards  of  2,000, 
calls  for  notice.  With  the  exception  of  a  case  of  wife- beating  there  has  been  no 
crime  whatever.  I  have  not  even  received  a  complaint  by  any  person  against  an 
Indian,  nor  have  I  heard  of  them  threateaing  or  troubling  settlers.  Ofttimes  hungry, 
poorly  clad  and  suffering,  still  they  have  not  helped  themselves,  but  applied  to  the 
Indian  Department  for  succor,  which  is  usually  liberally  granted. 

This  absence  ot  crime,  the  large  amount  of  work  done  by  them  daring  the  past 
year,  and  the  vevf^  small  number  that  have  wandered  from  their  reserves,  show  a 
material  advance  toward  civilization* 

The  half  breed  population  would  appear  to  have  forgotten  the  late  troubles. 

Last  winter  considerable  suffering  existed,  but  not  to  the  extent  represented. 
They  were  assisted  largely  by  freighting  the  lumber  for  the  Police  barracks  at  Battle- 
ford,  forwarded  from  here.  As  far  as  possible  the  needy  half  breeds  only  were 
employed. 

Oats  and  supplies  were  advanced  from  Police  stores,  at  contract  rates.  Upwards 
of  $2,200  were  distributed  in  this  district,  an  equal  amount  being  given  the  half* 
breeds  of  the  Battleford  district.  The  half-breeds  expressed  themselves  as  vety 
grateful  to  the  Government  for  the  considerate  and  liberal  treatment  given  them. 
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Yery  Httle  farming  was  done  in  the  half-breed  settlements  this  past  summer* 
Mght  was  fairly  plentiful,  but,  owing  to  the  oomretition  offered  by  farmers,*  living 
ikog  the  line  of  railway,  who  took  it  on  aocount  of  the  failure  of  the  crops,  the  rates 
vera  lower  than  ever  known  before. 

I  apprehend  that  the  sanae  cry  will  be  made  for  assistance  as  last  year  and  in 
Dumy  cases  it  will  have  to  be  afforded. 

CBDCBS. 

As  you  are  aware,  several  crimes  of  a  serious  nature  have  been  committed  in 
this  district  durins  the  past  year.    The  principal  offences  are  as  follows  : — 

In  December  last,  a  quantity  of  beef  which  appeared  to  have  been  unlawfully 
dlled,  was  discovered  on  the  prairie,  some  five  miles  south-east  of  the  town.  Two 
lays  later,  information  was  given  the  Police,  and  an  immediate  attempt  was  made 
^usto  discover  the  criminals.  Certain  parties  were  suspected,  but  no  clue  could 
M obtained.  Some  days  after,  the  beef,  which  had  been  removed  from  the  place 
vhere  it  was  found,  was  reported  by  a  farmer  as  having  been  discovered  by  him 
^den  in  his  strawstack  quite  close  to  his  house.  Half-breeds  and  Indians  were 
leeoBed  by  some  of  having  committed  the  depredation  ;  but  this  was  not  true,  as  boot 
neks  were  seen  about  the  place,  and  the  killing  had  been  done  skilfully.  Uutil  this 
nmmer  not  the  slightest  evidence  could  be  obtained.  However,  near  the  scene  of 
he  killing,  a  akin  was  found  which  was  identified  as  being  that  of  an  animal 
leloDging  to  a  lumbering  firm  of  this  place.  This  animal  had  been  last  seen  tied  up 
0  the  fence  of  J.  A.  Matheson.  The  crime  was  so  closely  brought  home  to  him  that 
m  his  preliminary  examination  he  confessed  his  guilt  He  aitcrwards  confessed  all 
lie  circumstances  in  connection  with  the  case.  His  confession  implicated  two 
rthers,  one  of  whom  was  arrested.  It  also  implicated  two  others  of  having  received 
Men  cattle;  A  conspiracy,  according  to  him,  had  been  formed  to  gather  in  and 
Mm  all  cattle  strayed  during  the  rebellion,  and  for  which,  claims  had  been  made  for 
lompensation,  knowing  well  that  the  owners  would  not  trouble  to  search  for  them. 
;t  was  therefore  of  importance  that  the  criminals  should  be  detected  and  punished. 
Ji  the  preliminary  examination  which  was  held  before  three  Magistrates,  three 
lenoDs  in  three  cases  were  committed  for  trial.  In  two  the  evidence  was  so  strong 
to  bail  was  refused.  However,  when  the  cases  came  before  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
nte  two  were  heard  and  dismissed,  the  third  which  rested  principally  on  the 
rndence  of  an  accomplice  was  not  heard  at  all. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  coovictions  for  the  serious  crimes  perpetrated  were  not 
mored  against  the  guilty  parties  whoever  they  may  be.  It  is  my  painful  duty  to 
«port  that  a  very  widespread  feeling  existed  for  the  persons  accused,  whether  they 
iwe  guilty  or  not.  People  of  high-standing  showed  strong  sympathy.  Evidence 
VIS  produced  for  the  defence  which  could  well  be  doubted.    Not  only  has  this  case 

Kdaeed  this  sympathy  for  crime,  but  in  other  cases  it  has  been  plainly  manifested, 
itions  have  been  forwarded  to  lessen  the  penatlies  where  laws  of  the  country  have 
vilhUy  and  knowingly  been  broken.  So  notorious  is  this  that  it  has  disheartened 
tt  in  attempting  to  secure  criminal  convictions.  There  seems  to  be  an  absurd  idea 
Ittt  the  dismissal  of  a  charge  means  a  snub  to  the  Mounted  Police,  whereas  it  strikes 
lome  at  the  root  of  society,  and  threatens  the  property  of  the  very  men  who  jeer 
nd  flaunt 

The  most  serious  crime  during  the  year  was  the  robbery  of  the  Prince  Albert 
■ail,  near  Humboldt,  in  July  last  As  this  was  the  first  attempt  at  highway 
t)btNMry  in  the  territories,  it  created  much  excitement,  and  it  became  imperative 
lat  the  perpetrators  be  discovered.  The  first  notification  of  the  robbery  was 
"eeeived  by  you  at  Begina,  the  same  evening.  The  report  was  very  inaccurate  and 
aisleading.  It  stated  that  six  (6)  masked  men  hud  effected  it  It  was  at  once 
ttomed  that  they  were  American  desperadoes  from  the  Missouri,  who  were  seeking 
ndi  fields.  If  they  succeeded  in  getting  away  free  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  bat  the 
beginning  of  stage  robberies  such   as  had  been  prevalent  in  the  States.    As    my 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S2 


-division  was  then  at  Begina,  you  directed  me  to  send  detachments  east  and  west  hy\ 
rail  to  Broadview  and  Moose  Jaw;  thence  to  move  north,  carefally  covering  the  oooiitij 
through  which  they  would  likely  escape.  The  detachment  of  eight  Non-com miwioned 
Officers  and  men,  with  horses  and  transport,  left  by  the  east-boa  nd  exDrees  two 
hoars  later.  The  detachment  of  seven  men,  ander  command  of  Inspector  B6gin,  wai 
delayed  going  west,  awaiting  a  train.  The  following  day  the  remainder  €^Um 
division,  consisting  of  47  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  men  marched  for  tht 
north.  At  Qa'Appelle,  I  proceeded  ahead  of  the  division  to  thesceoe  of  the  robbery 
in  order  to  obtain  a  trae  account  of  the  matter,  and  prooare  accarate  desoriptioDBol 
the  robbers.  I  ascertained  that  it  was  the  work  of  one  man,  who  had,  beside  robbing 
the  mail,  held  up  and  ^one  through  a  large  party  of  five  men  early  the  same  mornings 
This  party  was  asleep  in  a  tent  when  awakened  by  the  firing  of  a  couple  of  shota. 
They  were  ordered  out  singly,  and  tied  up  one  by  one,  with  the  exception  of  two. 
The  robber  searched  Mr.  Swanston,  a  wealthy  resident  of  this  place,  eyidenti| 
ezpectilig  to  find  a  large  sum  of  money  on  him.  Being  disappointed,  he  wii| 
reluctance  demanded  the  money  belonging  to  the  other  members  of  the  par^i 
receiving  it  he  rode  off  without  opposition,  to  treat  the  mail  stage  in  w 
same  manner.  About  1  p.m.  of  the  same  day,  the  17th  Jaly,  h^ 
stopped  the  mail  by  presenting  a  double-barreled  shotgun  at  the  occapantfl 
of  the  stage.  Ordering  all  down  he  tied  them  up  as  before  with  tlM 
exception  of  one  whom  he  detailed  to  attend  to  the  horses.  Borrowing  a  knife  fox 
the  purpose,  he  cut  ppen  the  mail  bags,  abstracted  the  registered  letters,  leaviii|j 
valuables  such  as  watches.  Ue  then  left  them  and  disappeared.  The  next  day  thfl 
driver  of  the  mail  going  south,  found  a  package  of  registered  letters  in  the  road  neii 
i;he  scene  of  the  robbery.    They  contained  cheques,  vouchers,  etc.,  other  than  cash. 

The  robber  must  have  secured  over  $1,300.  He  took  nothing  belonging  to  thi 
passengers,  although  he  knew  one  of  them  had  $200  in  his  possession. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  disguise  himself.  He  evidently  knew  the  ooantry  and 
the  people.    Apparently  it  was  his  first  attempt. 

The  detachments  sent  out  from  Ilegina  arrived  at  Prince  Albert  without  having 
discovered  any  trace.  They  had  covert  the  routes  of  escape  thoronghly,  and  hm 
the  robbers,  as  supposed,  been  Americans,  they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  beei 
oaptured,  as  a  party  had  been  sent  out  from  Prince  Albert  by  Inspector  Gnthbertj 
Jbut  owin^  to  the  delay  in  transmitting  the  telegram,  the  wire  being  groanded,  the] 
were  unable  to  effect  anything. 

On  August  18tb,  Hart,  the  mail  driver  at  the  time  of  the  robbery,  reported  aedni 
the  highwayman,  a  man  named  Garnett,  in  Prince  Albert  He  was  at  onoe  arrested 
»nd  the  evidence  produced  on  his  preliminary  examination  was  so  strong  that  he  wai 
eommitted  for  trial,  bail  being  refused.  Subsequently  he  was  sent  to  ScMrina.  i 
eearch  warrant  was  is&ued  by  me,  and  careful  and  diligent  search  made  in  Garneti'l 
house  to  find  the  money.  The  mud  floor  was  dug  up  and  the  surrounding  biml 
examined,  but  nnsnccessfully.  Olothes  were  found  in  the  house  which  exactlj 
answered  the  description  given  of  those  worn  by  the  robber. 

Early  in  October  Garoett  was  tried  at  Begina  and  sentenced  to  14  years*  in 
prisonment  in  the  Penitentiary. 

The  money  stolen  was,  I  have  conclusive  evidence  to  show,  secured  by  on 
^mith,  about  the  middle  oi  September.  This  man  was  in  prison  at  Begina  will 
Garnett.  Immediately  on  his  release  he  posted  north  to  Garnett's  place,  employiD| 
a  French  half-breed  at  Touchwood  Hills  as  guide.  The  money  was  buried  in  a  tii 
x)an  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  not  far  from  the  Hudson  Bay  Crossing,  wher 
Harnett's  ferry  was.  Smith  was  very  free  with  his  money,  offering  $5  to  the  ferrj 
man  for  crossing  him  over,  insisting  on  paying  another  $5  for  his  dinner,  and  makiDj 
a  present  of  a  bag  of  flour  at  the  same  place  in  return  for  a  few  bannocks.  Althong 
the  people  who  saw  him  suspected  that  he  had  secured  the  stolen  money,  they  di 
not  inform  us,  and  it  was  purely  by  accident  that,  some  two  weeks  after,  one  of  ih 
sergeants  happened  there  and  learned  of  it.  Steps  were  at  once  taken  to  seeni 
^Smith,  but  he  had  escaped  across  the  lines.     The  half-breed  whom  he  employed  i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


63 


lis  guide  was  arrested,  but  beiog  only  an  important  witness,  was  allowed  to  go,  ta 
iippear  when  called  for. 

The  facts  I  have  just  stated  disperee  any  doabts  which  have  arisen  as  toGhup- 
sett's  gnilt. 

A  case  of  burglary  occurred  in  the  town  last  Febraary.  The  store  of  Agnew  & 
Co.,  hardware  merchaDts,  was  broken  into  and  some  1300  worth  of  mooey  and 
cheques  stolen.  The  cheques  and  other  papers,  which  were  of  no  use,  were  foond 
aloDg  the  street  in  another  part  of  the  town.  On  the  matter  being  reported  steps 
were  taken,  bat  without  success.  The  only  clue  was  a  common  make  of  glove.  AH 
the  storeB  in  the  town  were  visited  to  have  the  glove  identified  as  haviog  been  sold, 
but  without  success.  The  burglar  was  evidently  familiar  with  the  town,  and  either 
a  resident  of  the  town  or  of  the  vicinity. 

By  far  the  largest  amount  of  Police  work  arises  from  infractions  of  the  North- 
yfe^t  liquor  law.  Fourteen  convictions  have  been  secured  in  the  year  and  $t,420 
collected  in  fines  for  cases  arising  from  dealing  in  liquor.  If  the  costs  be.  added, 
which  reach  over  S^OO,  the  total  amount  collected  would  aggregate  $1,600. 

In  every  case  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  information  has  been  laid  by  the 
Police  or  by  others  on  compulsion,  having  been  discovered  with  liquor  in  their 
possession.    There  has  rot  been  a  single  voluntary  civilian  informer. 

The  profits  realized  by  the  dealers  in  illicit  liquor  far  exceed  the  amount  of  the 
fines  collected. 

The  expenditure  incurred  for  illicit  liquor,  together  with  that  for  permit  liquor, 
which  reaches  a  very  respectable  sum,  forms  a  tremendous  drain  on  the  resouroee  of 
the  district.  The  present  liquor  law,  as  worked  under  the  permit  syotem  is  not  a 
success,  does  not  decrease  drunkenness  to  any  great  extent,  and  takes  from  tha 
country  a  large  amount  of  money. 

Permits  are  often  used  to  cover  unlawfully  obtained  liquor ;  they  are  sometimee 
held  by  dealers  who  for  the  time  covered  by  the  permit  can  laagh  at  the  law ;  they 
4ire  very  freqaently  abused ;  they  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the  law. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  regulations  guarding  the  disposal  of  alcohol  f<»r 
medical  purposes  should  be  more  stringent.  Druggists  should  be  heavily  bonded 
not  to  infringe  the  laws.  They  have  every  opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  the 
privilege  granted  them,  they  can  easily  cover  their  tracks,  and  thus  render  convic- 
tion difficult. 

The  law  as  at  present  is  not  popular  with  any  party,  and  does  not  receive  the 
support  and  approval  of  the  people.  A  discriminating  law  cannot  be  upheld  by  the 
people. 

SBnTOGLINa. 

Some  cases  of  smuggling  have  occurred  during  the  summer.  In  August  last  a 
band  of  twenty-five  horses,  mares,  Ac,  belonging  to  William  Drain,  of  this  plaoe, 
were  seized  for  evading  payment  of  Customs.  These  horses  had  been  purchased  at 
San  Biver,  Montana,  and  driven  into  the  country  by  an  unfreqaenled  trail,  crossing 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  west  of  Swift  Current,  and  then  following  down  the 
South  Saskatchewan.  It  was  thought  that  no  one  would  suspect  at  a  place  350  milea 
north  of  the  boundary.  The  band  was  met  some  forty  miles  from  here  by  one  of 
cor  officeis.  He  suspected  smuggling,  and  at  once  reported  it.  Safficient  evidence  waa 
secured,  and  the  band  was  accordingly  sold  by  order  of  the  Castoms  authoritieB.  The 
seizure  and  sale,  as  you  are  aware,  have  recently  been  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 
Cobtoms,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  forfeited  to  the  Grown.  A  petition  was  cir- 
culated in  this  place  and  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Customs,  asking  for  leniency. 
As  the  act  was  committed  intentionally  and  knowingly  there  were  no  extenuating 
circumstances. 

Another  large  party  of  four  men  with  three  waggons  and  thirteen  horses  was 
arrested  and  brought  in  by  a  detachment  sent  from  here  on  information  received 
from  headquarters.   They  produced  satisfactory  proof  to  show  that  they  were  intout 
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ing  settlers,  and  bad  aoknowiDgly  broken  the  law.  The  Onstoms  Department^ 
therefore,  directed  that  they  be  released  on  payment  of  all  expenses  in  connection 
with  their  arrest. 

As  an  immediate  resnlt  of  the  above  seizare,  several  half-breeds  came  in  aikl 
reported  horses  and  paid  duty.  It  seems  that  smuggling  in  a  small  way  had  been 
earned  on  in  pTevioos  years  undetected. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  record  of  criminal  cases  attached  to  this  report,  a  namber 
of  crimes  of  a  trivial  natare  have  been  attended  to  by  the  Police. 

In  every  ease  of  a  crime  coming  under  our  notice,  continnons  and  persistent 
efforts  have  been  m^ade  to  detect  the  criminals* 

PATBOLS. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  very  basy  one  for  the  Division. 

DariDg  last  winter  monthly  patrols,  consisting  usually  of  an  officer  and  five  non* 
oommissioned  officers  and  men  visited  the  Indian  reserves  and  other  portions  of  the 
district,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  and  feeling  amongst  the  Indians,  and  gain 
general  information. 

In  May  Inspector  Outhbert  arrived  from  Begina  with  a  detachment  of  twelve  men, 
bringing  twenty-four  remounts.  The  horses,  wil^  the  exception  of  those  left  along  the 
trail,  owing  to  accidents,  arrived  in  fair  condition,  considering  that  they  had  only 
reached  Begina  a  few  davs  from  Eastern  Canada. 

Inspector  B^gin  with  a  detachment  of  20  noncommissioned  officers  and  men  and 
17  horses  proceeded  to  White  Cap's  Beserve  110  miles  distant,  and  15  miles  south- 
east of  Saskatoon.  The  Lieutenant  Grovemor  desired  to  have  a  correct  census  of  the 
Sioux  Indians  on  White  Caps  Beserve.    This  information  was  obtained  and  forwarded. 

On  2Dd  June  the  Division  left  Prince  Albert  to  patrol  the  district  and  thus  enable 
every  man  to  become  acquainted  with  its  topography,  trails,  settlements  and  to  teach 
them  prairie  travelling. 

The  marching  out  strength  was : 

Officers 3 

Non -Commissioned  and  Men 73 

Saddle  Horses ^ 28 

Teams. 28 

Heavy  Waggons 13 

Buokboard 1 

In  addition  to  the  baggage  and  other  stores,  two  weeks*  supply  of  rations  and 
forage  was  taken.  A  detachment  of  20  men  in  charge  of  a  sergeant  was  left  at 
Prince  Albert. 

St.  Laurent,  Batoche,  Duck  Lake,  Carlton,  and  the  Indian  Beserves  in  the  vicinity 
were  visited.  The  men  were  instructed  in  their  camp  duties  and  exercised  in  sooutr 
isg  and  guards. 

While  at  Carlton  on  12th  Jane,  a  telegram  was  received  from  you  ordering  the 
Division  to  Troy.  As  I  was  in  Prince  Albert,  Inspector  Cuthbert  moved  it  to  Batoche 
<nt>88in£r  the  Sooth  Branch  in  a  small  ferry  barge  worked  by  oars.  On  Monday  noon 
the  Division  marched  for  Qu*Appelle  carrying  light  baggage  only,  and  forage  as  far 
SB  the  Salt  Plains  half  way,  where  a  supply  was  sent  to  meet  it. 

On  Saturday  it  arrived  at  Qu'Appelie,  240  miles  distant;  5|  days  being  the  time 
from  Batoche,  an  average  of  44  miles  per  day.  Owing  to  the  very  hot  weather  I 
travelled  at  night  altogether,  so  that  the  horses  stood  the  trip  very  well.  It  was 
however  trying  to  the  men,  some  of  whom  were  only  recruits  and  unaccustomed  to 
the  saddle.     Nearly  13  hours  each  day  were  spent  in  the  saddle. 

From  Qu'Appelie  by  your  orders  the  Division  wa$^  moved  to  Begina,  where  it 
remained  for  over  two  weeks.  It  was  ander  canvas  most  of  the  time  but  during  the 
extremely  hot  weather  was  moved  into  the  drill  shed.  While  at  Begina  it  was- 
inspected  by  you,  both  mounted  and  digmounted. 
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.  On  9th  JqIj,  yon  ordered  it  to  Long  Lake.  1  proceeded  to  a  poibt  on  the  west 
side  of  the  lake  Bome  312  miles  from  Kegina.  While  there  a  detachment  of  10  men, 
commanded  hy  Inspector  Starnes,  was  sent  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake  to  New 
Strasbourg,  a  German  settlement  HO  miles  farther  north.  Small  parties  were'also 
despatched  in  search  of  an  illicit  still  reported  a%  being  in  operation  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. 

On  16th  Jnly  the  Division  retnrned  to  Begina,  where  it  was  inspected  by  the 
Bight  Honorable  Sir  John  A.  Macdooald, 

The  parade  state  for  the  inspection  was : — 

Officers 4 

Non-Commissioned  Officers,  Constables 42 

Saddle  horses 46 

Team      do    26 

Waggons 13 

Teamsters • 13 

Total  men,  59 ;  horses,  72. 

The  camp  was  also  inspected. 

The  evening  of  the  inspection  news  of  the  mail  robbery  was  received.  The 
movements  of  the  Division  in  conseqnence  have  already  been  mentioned. 

The  whole  Division  arrived  back  in  Prince  Albert  on  28th  Jaiy,  having  been 
absent  and  continaally  travelling  since  2nd  Jane,  and  having  covered  over  745  miles. 

The  horses  returned  in  good  condition ;  but  one  had  been  sick  during  that  time» 
and  that  only  for  a  few  days. 

The  transport  was  in  good  order  and  the  harness  without  any  break. 

Detachments  were  sent  out  from  the  post  in  the  early  part  of  August  very  fro* 
qaently.  One,  of  13  men  and  14  horses,  proceeded  to  the  filbow  of  the  South  Sas- 
katchewan, 150  miles  distant. 

On  23rd  August  a  detachment  of  15  non-commisssioned  officers  and  men  were 
Bent  to  Batoche  lor  permanent  duty  at  that  post. 

On  the  25th  of  the  same  month  Inspector  B6gin  with  30  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  and  31  horses  proceeded  to  fiattlefoixi,  150  miles,  to  relieve  "D"  Divi- 
sion which  was  ordered  to  Fort  Macleod. 

While  at  Battleford  Inspector  BAgin  reports  that  his  men  were  steadily  employed . 

Escorts  were  furnished  the  mail  as  far  as  £agle  Creek,  patrols  were  sent  to  the 
Indian  Beservee,  fatigues  of  men  and  horses  furnished  Battleford  Fust,  and  other 
duties  performed. 

Efurly  in  September  Inspector  Bigin  with  14  men  and  16  horses  was  sent  in 
pursuit  of  a  band  of  Gree  Indins,  which  had  left  the  reserve  and  were  travelling 
westward.  With  some  difficulty  the  trail  of  the  Indians  was  followed.  They  were 
come  up  with  five  days  out,  in  the  vicinity  of  Devil's  Lake,  south  of  Fort  Pitt.  The 
band  had  divided  as  only  thirty  men  were  found,  and  these,  with  little  difficulty, 
were  porsuaded  by  Inspector  B^gin  to  return. 

The  detachment  returned  to  Prince  Albert  on  28th  September  with  transport 
and  equipment  in  excellent  shape.  The  horses  showed  signs  of  hard  work.  One 
had  died  at  Battleford  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels.  Inspector  B^gin  reported  that 
the  behavior  of  the  party  had  been  very  good,  and  that  he  had  not  a  single  com-^ 
plaint  to  make. 

In  September  escorts  were  furnished  IndiAn  treaty  payments  as  follows : — 1 
non-commissioned  officer,  3  constables,  5  horses,  at  John  Smith's  and  Fort  k  la  Come, 
about  7  days.  1  non-commissioned  officer,  3  constables  and  5  horses,  at  Sturgeon 
Lake,  Snake  Plains  and  other  reserves  north  of  the  Saskatchewan,  about  8  days. 

In  this  month  a  detachment  was  sent  out  fh>m  Batoche  up  the  Saskatchewan  ta 
look  out  for  certain  smuggled  cattle  and  horses,  which  were  ascertained  to  have 
came  from  Moose  Jaw. 

Daring  October  detachments  were  sent  to  Carrot  River  frequently,  working  up- 
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<a8eH  of  crime,  to  South  Branch  to  tear  down  and  halil  in  a  warehouse,  owned  by 
the  Police,  and  to  Batoche  with  supplies  for  the  winter. 

Since  AuficQst  the  mail  going  north  and  sonth  weekly  between  Batoche  and 
Hamboldt,  140  miles,  baa  been  escorted  by  us.  The  detachment  at  Batoche  fnmialiBd 
two  mounted  men  as  far  as  Humboldt,  whence  they  returned  north  wi1&  the  iooom- 
ing  mail.  The  Touchwood  detachment  escorted  the  mail  going  north  to  Humboldt 
and  returned  with  that  going  south. 

This  duty  has  been  very  trying  to  the  horses.  J  trust  that  the  recommenda> 
tions  made  by  you  for  the  establishment  of  Money  Order  offices  may  be  Bh<»tly 
carried  out,  and  thus  relieve  us  of  a  trying  and  destructive  duty  to  our  horses. 

TRAINING  OF  THE  DIVISION. 

During  the  past  year,  the  training  of  the  Division  in  both  mounted  and  dis- 
mounted work  has  been  carried  on  as  far  as  possible. 

In  December  last  owing  to  the  very  fine  weather,  I  was  enabled  to  carry  on 
rides  in  the  open  air  during  ihe  whole  mouth.  The  recruits  who  had  been  trmn»- 
fered  tc  the  Division  in  the  previous  month  were  thus  given  useful  instruction. 

In  the  winter  months,  owiog  to  the  severity  of  the  climate  very  little  drill  can 
be  carried  on.  However  daily  rides  out  were  instituted  and  carried  on ;  they  kept 
both  horses  and  men  in  good  condition.  A  weekly  parade  for  every  man  in  the 
Division  was  also  carried  out,  which  kept  the  men  up  to  their  dismounted  work. 

About  the  middle  of  April  a  thorough  course  of  spring  drill  was  commenced  and 
continued  with  as  little  interruption  as  possible. 

The  officers  of  the  Division  carried  on  the  drill  personally,  acting  in  most  cases 
as  infetructors. 

Setting  up  drill,  squad  drill,  manual  tod  firing  exercise,  Division  and  field 
movements  as  laid  down  in  the  mounted  infantry  regulations,  both  mounted  and  dis- 
mounted, and  skirmishing. 

Classes  were  formed  for  instruction '  in  riding  of  the  recruits  who  had  joined 
during  the  winter. 

A  complete  course  of  musketry  fnstruction  was  commenced  but  not  entirely 
completed  as  the  Divipion  was  ordered  on  patrol  early  in  June.  Pour  classes  were 
formed  which  were  in  turn  instructed  by  me.  Position  drill  and  judging  distance, 
instruction  in  the  mechanism  of  the  Winchester  carbine  was  also  given  and  lectures 
on  the  theory  of  shooting.  After  completing  their  instruction,  preliminary  target 
practice  was  carried  out  under  Inspectors  Guthbert  and  fi^gini  All  the  men  except 
those  absent  on  duty  fired  40  rounds  each,  at  ranges  of  from  100  to  400  yards.  This 
practice  was  fairly  successful.  In  consequence  of  important  work  wmch  occnpied 
the  Division  all  summer  and  fall  no  opportunity  had  been  afibrded  for  completing 
the  final  practice.    It  will  however  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  {>osslble. 

SBYSK-POnNDIB    GUN. 

The  seven-pounder  gun  attached  to  the  Division  was  put  in  repair  last  winter.  A 
new  trail  limber  axle  was  put  in  the  carriage.  The  gun  is  in  serviceable  con- 
dition. 

*  A  squad  has  been  told  off  and  instructed  in  working  the  gun.  A  large  supply 
of  ammunition  for  this  gun  was  received  a  short  time  ago. 

QUABTSBINa  01*  THE  DIVISION. 

Last  winter  the  Division  was  quartered  in  rented  buildings,  situated  in  the 
eastern  })ait  of  the  town.  Those  buildings  were  widely  separated,  and  were  mixed 
up  with  those  occapicd  by  civilians,  some  of  whom  were  keeping  saloons. 

It  was  therefore  difficult  to  keep  up  constant  supervision  over  the  men.  The 
duties  wore  greatly  increased,  the   men  having  to  walk  over  half  a  milcy  in  some 
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cases,  to  attend  sUbles.  Oq  20(;h  April  the  DiWgion  was  again  placed  ander  canvas. 
It  did  not  move  into  qnarters  again  until  October.  Mach  the  eame  baildings  were 
oocopiedy  but  the  stables  were  divided  and  a  portion  moved  to  the  buildings  of 
Messrs.  Moore  &  licDowall ;  this  obviated  the  necessity  of  compelling  the  men  to 
walk  a  long  distance  for  stables.  Other  material  improvements  were  carried  out  hy 
yotr  authority  ;  porches  and  double  windows  were  added  to  some  of  the  buildings, 
the  roofi  of  others  were  repaired,  and  temporary  saddle  and  mess  rooms  were 
haUt 

The  whole  of  this  work  was  carried  out  by  our  own  men,  and  was  most  expedi- 
tiously  and  thoroughly  done,  A  liberal  allowance  was  made  them  by  the  Fnblio 
Works  Department. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  work  done,  the  Division  is  most  comfortably  and 
warmly  housed  lor  the  winter,  and  the  duties  are  carried  on  with  more  facility  and 
less  labor. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  "  F ''  Division  has  been  temporarily 
quartered  since  the  spring  of  1885,  that  it  has  been  therefore  intimately  associated 
with  civilians  and  consequently  more  opportunities  and  inducements  have  been 
offered  for  the  commission  of  irregularities.  It  has,  however,  conducted  itself  very 
well  and  I  have  received  no  compUiints  against  the  men  from  civilians. 

DIVINE  SlRYIOl. 

Daring  the  winter  and  up  till  the  time  the  Division  was  ordered  away,  Divine 
Service  was  held  twice  each  month.  Bvery  facility  is  offered  the  men  for  attending 
Service. 

OONDUOT  OF  THl  DIVISION. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  has  been  excellent,  with  the  exception  of  the  desertions 
00  serious  crimes  have  been  committed.    The  punishments  have  been  light. 

A  total  of  49  entries  appear  in  the  Defaulter's  Sheet  for  the  twelve  months.  An 
average  of  about  one  entry  per  man  every  two  years. 

Dipoam  IN  Tn  ba vinos  bank. 

A  total  sum  of  $976  has  been  deposited  by  the  Division.  There  are  twenty-two 
depositors,  who  each  deposit  an  average  amount  of  S44  per  year. 

HEALTH  OF  THS  MEN. 

The  health  of  the  Division  has  been  very  good  in  the  past  year.  There  has 
been  no  disease  amongst  the  men.  Four  of  the  men  who  visited  Battleford  during 
the  summer  were  attacked  by  the  fever  which  was  prevalent  there.  They,  however, 
quickly  recovered,  and  became  fit  for  duty.  The  average  daily  sick  report  has  been 
3*05.  I  would  call  to  your  attention  the  almost  entire  absence  ot  preventable 
disease  amongst  the  men. 

HEALTH  or  THl  HOBSSS. 

Although  there  has  been  no  contagious  disease  amongst  the  horses,  the  number 
of  deaths  has  been  large.  This  I  attribute,  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  to  the 
effects  of  the  hard  work,  exposure  and  bad  forage  during  the  rebellion. 

The  horses  cast  and  sold  were  those  which  had  been  at  Prince  Albert  in  spring 
of  1885.  After  the  troubles  were  ended  large  parties  and  detachments  were 
despatched  to  other  posts ;  the  boat  horses  were  naturally  taken,  and  coDsoquently  a 
large  number  of  worn  out  and  broken  down  horses  fell  to  the  lot  of  **  F  '*  DivisioQ.  As 
will  be  seen  hy  a  previou-i  portion  of  this  report  a  gi'viat  am^uat  of  work  was  done 
by  the  horses  during  the  past  ^cnmor.  The  hor^ie-j,  whicU  were  thoroughly  accli- 
matized, stood  the  work  well  without,  any  excoplions. 

To  completely  horse  the  Divibioa  about  25  remoants  are  required. 
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WIN0HB8TBB  OAKBINB. 


I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  poor  sight  with  with  whieh  this  carbine  i» 
fiimished,  I  frequently  tested  it  daring  last  sammer,  and  found  many  of  them  in- 
aoonrate  at  100  yards,  in  nearly  all  cases  shooting  high.  This  is  a  matter  of  import- 
ance. I  have  compiled  a  table  of  the  trajectories  of  the  Winchester  carbine  wnioh 
will  be  found  attached  to  this  report.  The  initial  velocity  I  obtained  from  the  Win- 
chester Arms  Company, 

A  glance  at  the  table  will  show  the  trajectories  to  be  much  higher  than  those  of 
a  militfuy  arm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Jl  BOWBN  PEBRY, 
Superintendent  Commanding  "  E* '  Dividcn. 
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APPENDIX  H. 


ANNUAL  BBPOfiT  OP  SUPBBINTBNDBNT  GRIBSBAOH, 

JfoBT  SASBATOHiwAKy  30th  November,  1886. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  my  annual  report  fior  the  year  ending  30tb 
November,  1886. 

In  the  fall  of  1886  the  Moanted  Police  in  Bdmonton  District  were  largely 
increased,  enabliog  me  to  thoroughly  patrol  the  whole  country,  all  the  eettlementa 
being  constantly  visited,  and  there  has  been  a  marked  absence  of  seriona  crime.  Twa 
cases  of  horse  stealiog,  and  one  of  cattle  killing,  were  reported  to  me,  bat  so  long 
after  the  olfences  were  committed,  that  the  suspected  parties  had  already  got  oat  of 
the  country. 

It  has  been  found  extremely  difficult  to  entirely  suppress  the  illicit  sale  of 
whiskey  in  this  large  district,  and  I  would,  strongly  recommend  the  employment  of 
detectives  in  this  duty. 

During  the  summer  escorts  were  furnished  to  the  mail  on  the  Oalgary  route,  and 
the  service,  although  very  hard  on  hordes,  was  continued  until  cold  weather  set  in 
and  the  necessity  no  longer  existed  of  accompanying  the  mails,  but  outpoeta  were 
established  at  various  points  on  the  road,  from  which  a  careful  waUdi  was  kept 
on  all  travellers,  and  patrols  were  i^ent  out  whenever  possible.  In  addition  to  the 
other  duties  performed  by  **  G  "  Division,  escorts  have  been  furnished  to  the  officiala 
of  the  Indian  Department  at  all  the  annual  payments  made  in  the  district. 

The  Indians  have  been  very  quiet,  and  appear  to  have  given  great  attention  U> 
their  farms  during  the  last  season. 

A  good  harvest  has  enabled  us  to  purchase  all  the  oats  required  for  the  Diviaion 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  a  good  market  has  thus  been  afforded  the  settlers. 

The  constant  patrolling  has  been  extremely  hard  on  horses,  mauy  of  which  had 
already  suffered  from.hard  work  and  exposure  in  the  earlier  part  of  1885,  and  it 
will  be  found  necessary  to  cast  and  sell  a  considerable  number.  Many  of  these, 
however,  being  large,  will  sell  well  for  farm  purposes,  as  although  used  up  for  £ist 
work,  they  will  do  useful  service  on  farms.  These  will  have  to  be  replaced  as  Boon 
aa  possible,  to  enable  the  spring  work  to  commence. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  were  several  cases  of  insubordination 
which  were  promptly  suppressed,  and  those  implicated  sentenced  to  severe  ptiniah- 
ment,  which  sentences  a^er  their  cases  had  been  investigated  by  Superintendent 
Herchmer  were  confirmed.  Since  then  the  conduct  of  the  Division  haa 
been  excellent  and  the  headquarters  having  been  removed  to  Fort  Saskatchewan 
where  the  buildings  have  been  repaired  and  some  small  additions  made  generally  by 
Police  labor,  the  men  have  been  very  much  more  comfortable. 

During  the  summer  with  fifty  men  I  joined  the  camp  of  instruction  at  Calgary, 
where  we  remained  a  month,  and,  after  being  inspected  by  the  £ight  Hon.  Sir  Joim 
A.  Hacdonald,  returned  to  the  Bdmonton  District. 

The  route  taken  by  the  numerous  patrols  supplied  by  "  D  "  Diviaion  will  be 
found  on  the  attached  map. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  GRIBSBACH. 

Supmnimdmt^ 
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APPENDIX  J. 


A!T!!IUAL  BBPOBT  OF  SUPBRlNTBSTDBJfT  JABVIS, 

HlAIXmABTlBS  NOBTH-WlST  MOUNTID   PoLIOl, 

BbgihAi  30th  Novamber,  188S. 

Sm, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  various  duties  performed  hy 
the  men  ander  my  command,  sinoe  my  appointment  as  Saperintendent  in  the  North- 
West  Mounted  Police. 

I  reported  for  duty  at  Begina  on  15lh  April  last,  and  on  1st  May  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  Headquarters  Dislriot.  This  district  embraces  the  line  of  th« 
Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  and  the  country  on  both  sides  of  it,  from  Mooeomin  to 
Moose  Jaw,  a  distance  ot  180  miles,  together  with  an  outpost  at  Fort  Qu'Appelle, 
20  miles  north  of  Qa'AppelAo  Station. 

Detachments  were  distributed  for  di^ty  as  follows  : — 

Moosomin.. ^ 1  corp.        1  const. 

Broadview , 1     do.  1   do. 

Fort  Qu'Appelle 1  sergt.  4  do. 

Qu'Appelle  Station 2  do. 

Begina  (town  station) 1  corp.  1   do. 

Moose  Jaw 1    do.  I   do. 

There  were  also  3  eonstables  employed  as  Mail  Olerks,  in  charge  of  the  mails 
between  Moose  Jaw  and  Calgary,  but  this  service  wa^  dii^continoM  at  the  end  of 
Jone,  when  the  Post  Office  Department  replaced  my  men  by  their  own  officials. 

Daring  the  time  I  was  in  charge  of  the  district,  viz.,  until  the  end  of  July,  these 
detaehments  remained  of  tbe  Btreni^th  above  stated;  except  that  two  constables  were 
withdrawn  from  Port  Qu'Appelle  (when  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  keep 
SQch  a  large  detachment)  and  one  or  two  individual  changes  were  made  along  the 
Hoe  of  railway. 

The  work  of  these  detachments  consisted  largely— in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
Police  work  of  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  crime— in  thesuppreission  of  illegai 
liquor  traffic.  To  this  end,  a  thorough  search  was  made  of  all  trains  passing  along 
thelineof  railway,  with  the  resnlt  that  a  large  quantity  of  contraband  liquor  was 
msed  and  destroyed.  Supervision  was  also  exercised  over  the  permits  granted  by 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Grovernor  to  bring  liquor  into  the  North- West  Territories ; 
lilts  of  such  being  forwarded  to  the  outposts,  and  checked  by  then\  with  the  actual 
shipments. 

The  detachments  in  my  district  were  visited  and  inspected  several  times,  and 
Sergeant  FjfTe  was  placed  in  general  charge  of  them  (with  headqtiarters  at 
Qa'Appello  Station)  which  work  he  has  performed  most  satisfactorily.  I  beg,  on 
this  account,  to  bring  this  sergeant's  name  before  you  fbr  favorable  notice. 

At  the  end  of  July,  1  handed  over  the  district  to  Inspector  Allan 

DIPOT  DIVISION. 

I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Depot  Dlvi  Mon  at  the  beginning  of  May,  having 
ttie  supervision  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  luen  belonging  to  or  attached  to  that 
diyifiion. 
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The  principal  work  in  this  division  was  the  drill  and  training  of  reorait6«  car- 
ried out  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  adjutant ;  together  with  the  ordiimiy 
routine  of  guards,  picquete,  prisoner's  escorts,  fatigues  and  other  work,  at  which  it  ia 
necessary  to  employ  men  at  headquarters. 

On  2fth  July  the  barracks  and  riding  school  were  visited  by  Sir  John 
Macdcn  vld.  accompanied  by  Mr.  AVhitCi  the  Comptroller;  and  the  men  of  the  division 
were  also  inspected  on  parade. 

At  the  end  of  July,  I  handed  over  the  division  to  Inspector  Allan. 

"  B  "  DIYISION. 

After  banding  over  the  Headquarters  District  and  the  Depot  Division  to 
Inspector  Allan,  as  stated  above,  I  proceeded  to  Wood  Mountain  Post,  and  on  the 
Ist  August  took  over  the  command  of  ''  B  "  Division  from  Superintendent  Gagnon, 
who  returned  to  Begina. 

PATB0L& 

The  work  of  this  Division  consisted  in  patrollin^sf  the  country,  parallel  to  the 
boundary  line  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  from  the  western  limit  of  the 
Province  of  Manitoba  to  the  crossing  of  the  White  Mud  Biver,  on.the  trail  from 
Wood  Mountain  to  the  Cypress  Hills— a  distarcey  in  a  straight  line,  of  290  miles,  or 
about  335  miles  from  one  end  to  the  other,  along  the  trail  as  travelled. 

The  patrols  were  so  arranged  as  to  make  a  continuous  chain  all  along  the  line, 
and  to  connect  every  week  (at  the  crossing  of  the  White  Mud  Biver)  with  tho  patrol 
of  *'  A  "  Division  from  Bast  Bnd  Post.  The  Entire  distance  was  traversed  twice 
in  each  week,  being  divided  into  seven  different  patrols,  each  of  which  acted  inde- 
pendently of  the  others,  but  made  connection  witn  them  at  the  end  of  their  reepeo- 
tive  routes.  The  scheme  has  already  been  submitted  to  you  in  detail,  showing  the 
strength  of  the  parties,  and  the  route  taken  and  the  time  c^cupied  by  each. 

It  was  the  duty  of  these  patrols  to  thoroughly  examine  the  country  over  which 
they  passed,  to  interrogate  all  strangers  they  might  meet  en  route,  and  learn  their 
business,  to  look  out  for  stolen  or  stray  horses  or  caitie,  to  aid,  where  possibloi  in  tiie 
Buppresfiion  of  praine  fires,  and  to  enquire  into  their  origin,  and  to  exercise  general 
Police  supervision  over  their  line  of  country.  Diaries  were  kept  at  the  out  posts,' and 
written  reports  made  by  each  patrol  on  returning  from  a  trip,  so  tb  a  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Division  (at  Wood  Mountain  Post)  was  kept  constantly  informed  of 
everything  going  on  in  the  district. 

Tbege  patrols  continued  until  the  beginning  of  November,  when,  as  all  travel 
through  the  country  had  ceased,  they  were  no  longer  necessary,  and  were  withdrawn, 
the  whole  Division,  with  the  exception  of  the  winter  detachments,  returning  to 
Begina  on  the  21st  inst. 

WINTIB    0TTTP08TS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  strength  and  location  of  the  outposts  remaining  in 
the  dibtrict : — 

Wood  Mountain  Post — 1  Sergeant, 
do  5  CoDHtables. 

do  1  Special  Constable, 

do  6  horses, 

do  1  pony. 

Willow  Bunch— 2  Constables. 

do  1  Special  Constable, 

do  2  horses, 

do  2  ponies. 

Carlyle — 1  Sergeant, 
do         5  Constables, 
do         6  horses. 
Alameda— *i^  Constables, 
do  2  horses. 
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The  special  ooDstable  at  Willow  Banch  will  aot  as  mail  carrier  dariDg  the  win* 
ter,  and  will  come  to  Begina  once  every  month. 

OATTLX  AND  HOBSKS. 

Six  thousand  head  of  cattle  and  250  horses  have  been  imported  from  the  United 
States  by  the  Home  Land  and  Cattle  Company,  of  St  Louis,  Mo.,  and  located  on 
their  range  at  Wood  Mountain,  where  their  heaaquarters  are  established,  seven  miles 
west  of  the  post.  Bighty  head  ot  cattle  have  been  located  on  the  Chapleau  ranohe^ 
fifteen  miles  south-east  of  Willow  Bunch,  and  about  100  ponies  have  been  imported 
by  various  settlers  round  the  mountain. 

PRAiaiX  riBKS. 

All  the  grass,  and  a  great  deal  of  hay,  was  destroyed  in  the  neighborhood  of  tho 
Souris  Biver  and  Alameda  by  prairie  fires.  In  nearly  every  case  these  fires  were 
reported  to  have  come  down  from  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  Fires  also  occurred 
m  the  Dirt  Hills  and  along  the  Regina  trail. 

CBIMB. 

There  was  an  entire  absence  of  crime  in  this  district. 

suaaisTioKs, 

In  conclusion  I  beg  respectfully  to  offer  the  following  suggestions,  which  arise 
out  of  this  summer's  work,  and  which,  I  think,  will  conduce  to  the  b^jtter  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  in  this  district : — 

1.  The  old  buildings  at  Wood  Mountain  Post  should  be  destroyed,  the  logs  of 
which  they  are  built  are  rotten,  the  roofs  falling  in ;  and  although  some  portions 
have  been  patched  up  and  made  habitable /or  the  winter,,  the  buildings  are  neither 
healthy  nor  safe  for  future  use.  The  site  is  also  bad,  being  low  and  close  to  a  swamp, 
and  if  a  new  post  is  to  be  built,  it  should  be  located  about  half  a  mile  south-west  on 
a  higher  bench. 

2.  A  hut  and  small  stable  should  be  built  at  Willow  Bunch,  where  an  outpost 
must  always  be  kept,  being  in  the  middle  of  the  Half-breed  settlement  and  command- 
iog  several  trails. 

3.  The  Bell  tent  is  not  suitable  for  a  permanent  camp,  being  too  low  to  admit 
<^  standing  beds,  and  not  affording  Butfiolent  protection  from  the  weather.  The 
square  (or  housej  tent,  about  24  feet  by  16  feet,  with  a  4foot  wall,  was  found  to 
answer  best. 

4.  Gamp  kettles  for  prairie  use  should  be  made  of  stronger  material  than  the 
sheet  tin  generally  used.  The  *<  Flander's  "  kettle  (as]  used  by  the  militia),  I  have 
found  the  most  useful  and  durable. 

5.  The  Police  uniform  fits  too  well  for  a  man  actively  engaged  in  rough  prairie 
work,  and  is  soon  spoiled  by  duties  required  round  a  camp  fire.  I  would  suggest  the 
issue  of  a  '*  prairie  dress  '*  (in  lieu  of  certain  articles  as  at  present  issued)  which 
woald  consist  of  dark  brown  cord  or  velveteen  breeches,  long  boots  and  spurs,  a 
heavy  blue  flannel  shirt  (over  which  the  stable  jacket  could  be  worn  when  required) 
and  a  broad-brimmed  hat  of  soft  felt  to  complete  the  oufit  By  adopting  this,  per* 
Bonal  confort  and  a  uniform  appearance  would  be  gained,  while  the  regular  uniform 
would  be  saved  for  parade  and  duty  in  settled  districts.  The  forage  cap  is  no  use  at 
all  on  the  prairie. 

6.  Delay  has  freqaently  been  experienced  in  sending  telegraphic  messages  to  and 
from  Wood  Mountain  Post.    This,  no  doubt,  occurs  at  Moose  Jaw,  where  the  messages 
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s»j?epeat^d  on  tho  Oanadiaii  Padifio  Bailway  line  and  are  probaUjr  delafeA  by  preaa^ 
of  bosinees.  If  the  Government  system  of  telegraphs  waa  expended  &om  Moose  Jaw- 
to  Oa'Appelie,  m'^l  Begina,  a  through  line,  under  one  control,  would  be  eBtabliahed 
firom  south  to  north  and  would  greatly  facilitate  the  transaction  of  Police  business. 

7.  For  the  use  of  detachments  away  from  headquarters  of  their  Division  I  would 
T^oomoiend  a  portable  forge.     Huch  time  is  lost  in  sending  horses  away  to  be  shod^ 
and  even  if  np  regular  fSvTier  is  present  a  handy  man  can  often  be  found  to  set  a. 
aboe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bCi  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


R  W.  JAEVIS, 
Sitpt.  Commanding  *'B"  IHvi^cn. 


Th^  Commissioner, 

North.  West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


65 


APPBNDIXK. 


ANNUAL  RBPOBT  OP  SUPBBINTENDBNT  ANTBORUS- 

Calgabt^  30tli  November,  188^. 

Sib,-— I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  my  report  opoo  the  daties  performed  by  '<  E  *^ 
Division  since  the  7th  April,  1886,  that  being  the  date  on  which  I  assumed  com- 
mand. 

Daily  parades  for  instroction,  mounted  and  dismOonted,  were  at  once  ordered 
and  kept  up  until  the  Division  had  become  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  new  drill,, 
when  skirmishing  was  practiced.    ~^ 

Target  practice  was  begun  shortly  aft^  my  arrival,  and  finished  while  the 
Division  was  in  camp.  The  men  were  put  through  a  course  of  aiming  and  portion 
drill  previous  to  being  sent,  in  squads,  to  the  range. 

The  scores  were  not,  with  a  few  exceptions,  very  good.  I  feel  confident  that 
next  year  the  Division  will  send  in  a  much  better  score* 

On  the  15th  April  one  Wheeler  Heikle,  who  resides  on  the  Blbow  Biver,  about 
three  miles  from  Calgary,  reported  that  some  Cree  Indians  had  killed  one  of  his  cows. 
I  immediately  sent  a  p«rty  to  where  the  Indians  were  camped  to  enquire  into  the 
matter.  The  officer  in  charge  was  informed  by  a  squaw  that  she  had  found  the  car- 
ctse  of  a  cow  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  that  she  had  told  a  white  man  about  it,  and 
that  he  had  given  her  permission  to  cut  up  the  animal,  which,  she  stated,  had  boen 
drowned.  Previous. to  this  a  number  of  animals  had  been  drowned  by  falling 
through  the  ice,  and,  as  her  story  appeared  true,  Meikle  allowed  the  matter  to  drop. 
I  warned  all  the  Indians — who  had  no  leave  from  their  agent — to  return  to  their 
reserves,  as  the  settlers  had  complained  of  their  being  a  nuisance.  Inspector  i'rim- 
rose  and  Interpreter  Gladstone  visited  all  the  lodges  and  ordered  the  Indians  to  move 
on  the  following  day,  which  they  did.  As  a  Cree  Indian  named  '*  Alexis  ''  and  his 
&miiy  were  crossing  the  Blbow  Biver  one  of  his  horses,  which  was  harnessed  to  a 
oart)  balked  and  acted  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  a  young  man  named  Henry  Atkin- 
son,  and  others  who  were  sitting  on  the  bank,  to  laugh.  This  enrageid  the  Indian, 
who,  taking  bis  gun  from  the  cart,  aimed  and  fired  at  Atkinson,  but  did  not  hurt  him. 
I  arrested  the  Indian  the  same  evening  and  committed  him  for  trial.  He  was  sub- 
sequently sentenced  to  two  months*  imprisonment  with  hard  labor  by  the  stipendiary 
magistrate.  I  report  this  case  particularly,  with  a  view  to  more  strenuous  efforts 
being  made  by  the  Indian  officials  to  keep  the  Indians  on  their  respective  reserves. 
I  know  that  it  is  a  very  hard  thing  to  do,  and  it  has  been  only  by  constant  watching 
the  arrival  of  parties  of  Indians,  and  sending  them  away  from  the  town,  that  a 
collision  between  them  and  the  citisens  has  been  avoided. 

On  the  2&th  April  I  received  information  from  Langdon  that  a  waggon  load 
of  liquor,  evidently  intended  for  Calgary,  was  on  the  praino  near  that  plaot^.  I  sent 
Sergeant  Fory  and  two  men  the  safte  evening  to  search  for  the  waggon,  which  thoy 
found  the  following  morning.  The  owners  must  have  seen  our  men  approaching,  as 
when  Fnty  arrived  at  the  waggon  he  found  a  pa!r  of  horses  tied  to  the  wheels  of  the 
waggon,  and  harnessed  as  if  the  owners  had  been  preparing  to  start.  In  the  waggon 
were  five  kegs  containing  liquor.  Sergeant  Fury  searched  the  place  thoroughly  and 
found  eleven  other  kegs,  making* in  all  sixteen  five-gallon  kegs,  which,  upon  exami* 
nation,  were  proved  to  contain  '*  Bourbon  "  whiskey  ;  each  keg  was  marked  St.  Louis» 
The  men  made  thorough  search  for  the  traders  but  did  not  succeed  in  arresting  them» 
The  liquor  was  spilled  on  the  ground  after  arriving  at  barracks,  and  the  other 
property  handed  over  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  by  whom  it  was  sold. 
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Early  in  May  one  Jenkins  reported  having  lost  a  horse  last  fall,  1885,  which  he 
heard  was  in  possession  of  an  Indian  at  the  Blaokfoot  Crossing.  Interpreter 
'Gladstone  proceeded  thither,  bat  the  Indian  refused  to  give  np  the  horse  aniefls 
Jenkins  paid  for  his  keep  during  the  winter.  I  advised  Jenkins  to  pay  the  Indian 
something  as  he  had  not  stolen  the  horse.  Inspector  Moodie  and  Gladstone  went  to 
the  reserve  with  Jenkins  And  the  Indian  gave  up  the  animal  on  receipt  of  $10.00, 
which  he  would  not  have  done— scr  he  stated— had  not  a  Police  officer  advised  it. 

On  the  22nd  May  a  Hali-breed  named  Whitford  brought  a  despatch  from  yoniv 
eelf,  while  en  route  to  Edmonton,  informing  me  that  two  prisoners  named  "  Galla- 
gher" and  '<  Grackerboz "  (Jones),  having  escaped  from  Edmonton,  had  been 
captured  by  Sergeant  Gordon,  from  whom,  after  shooting  him,  they  had  escaped. 
As  it  was  supposed  these  men  would  go  by  Blackfoot  Grossing,  I  sent  a  sergeant, 
six  men  and  Interpreter  Gladstone  to  that  place  the  same  evening,  with  instractiona 
to  thoroughly  patrol  the  country  between  here  and  there.  I  also  placed  men  at  the 
fords  on  the  Bow  Eiver,  sent  telegrams  to  Indian  Agent  Begg  at  Blackfoot  Crossing, 
iihe  Bev.  J.  McDougall  at  Morley,  and  a  letter  to  the  agent  at  the  Sarcee  Reserve 
asking  them  to  warn  the  Indians  to  be  on  the  watch  for  the  escaped,  and  author- 
izing them  to  tell  the  Indians  that  they  would  be  rewarded  if  they  assisted  oa  in 
capturing  **  Gallagher  "  and  *'  Crackerbox. ''  I  also  telegraphed  the  officers  oom- 
mandiog  at  Macleod,  Lethbridge,  Medicine  flat  a^^d  Maple  Greek.  Inspector 
Primrose,  two  non-commissioned  officers  and  nine  men  I  sent  on  the  Edmonton  trail, 
with  instructions  to  patrol  on  both  sides  of  it,  extending  his  men  for  that  porpose. 
Sergeant-Major  (now  Inspector)  Wattam  with  five  men  went  to  Morley.  These 
parties  were  instructed  to  follow  up  the  slightest  clue.  The  party  that  went  to  the 
Crossing  having  gone  down  on  the  north  side  of  Bow  Biver,  returned  on  the  south 
^ide,  taking  two  days  from  Gleichen  to  Ca1is:ary  so  as  to  patrol  the  country.  On  the 
27th  Inspector  Primrose  and  four  men  proceeded  to  the  ''  Gap  "  with  instructions  to 
remain  a  week  absent  and  to  patrol  that  part  of  the  country.  This  party  returned 
on  the  2nd  June,  having  discovered  no  trace  of  the  fugitives.  Fearing  that  these 
men  might  be  harbored  by  some  settler,  or  Half-breed,  I  had  all  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  and  along  the  Elbow  and  Bow  Bivers  searched  at  different  times 
at  night,  as  well  as  in  daytime,  but  without  success.  If  they  were  concealed  any- 
where within  a  long  distance  of  this  post  they  must  have  been  in  the  town  of  Calgary 
itself,  as  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and  the  country  all  round  was  thoroughly  patrolled 
and  houses  searched.  In  spite  of  rumors,  circulated  some  time  afterwards,  to  the 
effect  that  they  were  concealed  in  the  town,  I  do  not  believe  they  were.  About  this 
time  several  horses  were  reported  stolen,  and,  of  course,  the  escaped  prisooen 
^ere  supposed  to  have  stolen  them.  I  sent  men  out  in  different  airecti(Mi8 
who  found  the  horses,  they  having  merely  strayed  from  their  usual  feeding  ground. 
On  29th  May  it  was  reported  that  two  men  had  been  seen  walking  along  the 
north  side  of  Bow  River  in  the  direction  of  Langdon.  I  at  once  sent  four  men  to 
follow  them,  but  they  saw  no  one.  On  1st  June  a  party  of  one  non-commisaioned 
officer  and  Bix  men  left  for  patrol  duty  to  High  Biver ;  this  party  returned  on  the 
10th,  having  thoroughly  patrolled  that  part  of  the  district. 

On  2nd  June  Inspecting  Superintendent  Herchmer  left  for  the  mountains,  taking 
one  non-commissioned  officer  and  eight  men  to  establish  the  *<  Mountain  Detach- 
ment," and  on  the  5th  Inspector  Pieroy  went  west  to  take  charge.  On  the  9th  ten 
more  men  were  sent  up  to  make  this  detachment  twenty  strong.  I  enclose  report 
from  Inspector  Pieroy  as  to  work  performed  by  his  detachment. 

In  connection  with  the  escape  of  Gallagher  and  *'  Crackerbox,"  one  E .  Barnett  was 
arrested  and  charged  with  having  assisted  them  to  escape.  He  was  brought  up  for 
prelimioary  examination  on  the  16th  June  and  discharged. 

On  the  24th  June  the  whole  division,  with  the  exception  of  a  sufficient  number 
who  were  left  to  protect  the  barracks  and  guard  the  prisoners,  moved  into  camp  on 
Bow  Eiver  about  four  miles  east  of  Calgary^  On  the  26th  ''  G  "  Division,  under 
the  command  of  Superintendent  Gtiesbach,  arrived  from  Fort  Saskatchewan  and 
camped  beside  us  on  ground  chosen  by  Superintendent  Herchmer.    While  in  camp 
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moanted  acd  dismonDted  drills  were  kept  np,  and  the  two  divisions  paraded  together. 
Bifle  and  revolver  practice,  which  were  commenoed  before  going  into  camp,  were 
ooncladed. 

On  the  2 1st  Jaly  the  caooip  and  divisions  were  inspected  by,  and  the  latter  drilled 
before  the  Kight  Honorable  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  who  expressed  to  the  division, 
through  yourself,  his  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which  the  men  had  acquitted 
themselves  on  parade.  The  camp  was  broken  up  and  the  division  returned  to  bar- 
racks on  the  5th  August. 

These  camps  of  instruction,  particularly  when  two  or  more  divisions  are  camped 
together,  have  a  very  good  effect  on  the  men,  as  besides  bringing  the  men  of  different 
divisions  together  and  being  a  change  from  barrack  life,  it  is  more  healthy, 
and  fits  them  for  work  in  the  field  should  their  services  be  required.  If  allowed, 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  these  camps  be  formed,  every  year,  that 
they  be  not  permanent  camps,  but  be  moved  from  place  to  place,  no 
stated  time  for  moving  being  given. 

On  the  14th  August,  I  heaid  that  two  brothers  named  de  Bainbouville  had  been 
robbed  by  masked  men,  at  their  camp  on  the  Elbow  Biver,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Calgary.  The  robbery  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  August,  and  had  not 
been  reported  to  either  Superintendent  Horchraer  or  myself.  Judge  Souleau  told 
me  I  might  find  the  de  Bainbouvilles  at  the  Boman  Catholic  Mission,  to  which  place 
I  went,  but  they  were  not  there.  One  of  the  Priests,  Father  Leduc,  promised  to 
bring  Mr.  de  Itainbouville  to  barracks,  which  he  did.  I  took  his  statement,  which 
rather  threw  suspicion  on  one,  William  Mitchell.  $372.00  was  the  amount  of  money 
stolen.  On  the  night  of  the  23rd  Superintendents  Herchmer  and  Oagnon, 
'Infipector  Mocdie  with  a  party  of  men,  went  to  Mitchell's  and  (information  on  sus- 
picion having  previously  been  laid  against  them),  arrested  W.  Mitchell,  T.  Behan, 
and  a  man  called  Fatten.  These  men  had  a  hearing  before  me,  Mitchell  being 
committed  for  trial,  and  the  charges  against  the  other  two  dismissed,  but  the  parties 
were  held  as  witnesses.  Mitchell  was  subsequently  tried  and  acquitted  by  the  jury. 
On  their  way  to  Mitchell^,  and  when  pjasaing  tho  Mission,  about  a  mile  from 
barracks,  the  above  party  heard  Indians  yelling  in  a  ravine.  Inspector  Moodie  and 
two  men  were  sent  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  The  noise  came  from  Indians  whom 
Inspector  Moodie  had  told  to  leave  town.  They  attacked  Mr.  Moodie  and  the  men,  and 
fired  at  them  ;  Mr.  Moodie  and  Constable  Green  returned  the  fire,  whereupon  the^ 
Indians  retreated.  It  was  afterwards  reported  that  a  couple  of  the  Indians  had  been 
wounded,  but  the  repcM-t  was  never  confirmed,  and  the  Indians  refused  to  come  ta 
barracks,  so  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  even  the  names  of  those  who  were^ 
camped  in  the  ravine. 

On  the  above  date  (23rd  August),  at  6.30  in  the  evening,  a  man  named  Bums 
came  in  and  reported  that  the  stage  from  Edmonton  had  been  robbed  by  two  men  at 
12.45  that  day.  The  mail  bags  were  out  open  but  nothing  taken  from  them.  There 
were  three  passengers  on  the  stage,  from  whom,  as  well  as  from  the  driver,  money 
was  taken.  The  robbers  were  both  masked,  one  being  described  as  having  part  of 
a  Union  Jack  over  his  face.  I  left  Barracks  at  6.16  that  evening  for  the  scene  of  the 
robbery,  tracked  the  robbers  through  long  grass,  in  a  coulte,  for  about  two  miles, 
when  we  could  track  them  no  longer,  the  ffrass  being  very  short  and  the  around  hard. 
Upon  searching  near  a  large  rock  at  the  place  from  which  we  could  no  longer  track 
them,  I  found  two  pairs  of  overalls  and  a  mask,  which  had  been  buried,  no  doubt  by 
the  robbers,  as  the  mask  was  made  fh)m  part  of  a  Union  Jack,  and  corresponded 
exactly  with  the  description  given  by  Bums.  I  divided  my  party  (17  men),  inta 
three,a  nd  returned  to  Calgary  as  follows  :  Acting  Serjeant-Major  Biohards  and  five 
men  to  go,  in  extended  order,  to  Dog  Pond  and  from  there  to  the  Twin  Bridges,  and 
then  to  Calgary  on  north  side  of  Bow  Biver.  Party  under  myself,  on  each  side  of 
!  trail,  covering  a  distance  of  about  three  miles.  And  the  third  party,  under  Corporal 
Shore,  to  the  east  of  my  party,  also  extended.  In  this  order  we  thoroughly  patrolled 
the  country  from  the  scene  of  the  robbery  to  Calgary,  for  a  distance  on  either  side  of 
the  trail  of  about  twelve  miles.  One  of  the  two  pairs  of  overalls  found,  were  identified 
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.as  having  belooged  to  a  man  named  Tonng,  who  had  been  released  from  impxiaon- 
ment  in  our  Guard  Boom  only  a  short  time  before  the  robbery. 

On  the  25th  Anguf^t,  a  report  was  brought  in  to  the  effect  that  a  man  known  by 
the  name  of  *^  Clinker  "  Scott,  but  whose  proper  name  is  Scott  A.  Kreoger,  had  been 
murdered  in  his  shanty,  up  the  Bow  Biver  about  twelve  miles  from  Calgary,  and  that 
his  body  was  still  in  the  shanty.  A  team  was  sent  for  the  body,  which  was  brooght 
in  and  placed  in  our  hospital.  A  coroner's  inquest  was  held  and  a  verdict  of 
<*  Wilful  murder  against  some  person  or  persons  unknown"  rendered.  A  copy  of 
the  evidence  taken  at  the  inquest  was  forwarded  you  on  7th  September.  I  do  not 
think  there  can  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  parties  who  stopped  the  Edmonton  stage, 
robbed  the  de  Bainbouville  brothers  and  murdered  Scott  Krenger,  being  the  same. 
Probably,  although  not  one  of  the  gang,  Krenger  may  have  known  all  the  cironm- 
stances  connected  with  the  above  crimes,  as  well  as  the  parties  who  committed  them, 
and  was  murdered  *to  prevent  his  informing,  or  even  giving  evidence  against  the 
guilty  parties,  should  they  ever  be  arrested.  Although  the  most  diligent  search  was 
made  throughout  this  district,  in  the  mountains,  and  telegrams  sent  to  the  different 
Police  posttii,  as  well  as  to  places  in  the  States  to  which  the  suspected  parties  would 
be  likely  to  go,  the  ciiminals  have  not  yet  been  brought  to  justice. 

On  30th  August,  Inspector  Moodie  left  for  Fort  Madeod,  with  thirty  m^n,  to  do 
duty  at  that  post  while  the  transfer  of  "  C  "  Division  to  Battleford  and  **  D  *'  Division 
to  Fort  Macleod  were  being  effected.  The  following  duties  were  performed  by  this 
detachment  apart  from  fatigue  and  other  inside  work  : 

One  non- commissioned  officer,  three  constables,  with  team  and  buckboard,  under 
command  of  Inspector  Huot,  to  Blood  Beserve  with  Indian  annuity  money.  Two 
constables  to  Blaekfoot  Crossing,  to  look  for  two  horses  strayed  from  '*  C"  Division. 
One  man  to  Stand-off  Detachment  and  Indian  Beserve  with  letters.  One  constable 
with  team  and  buckboard  to  Kip,  to  meet  Superintendent  Herchmer.  This  detach- 
ment returned  to  Calgary  on  the  17th  September.  Inspector  Moodie  closes  his 
report  to  me  with  the  following  words  :— 

'<  In  closing  my  report,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  non- 

-oommissioned  officers  and  men  whilst  under  my  command.    Constable  Barry  was 

most  painstaking  and  zealous  in  his  care  of  the  horses.     Mr.  Pocklington,  Indian 

Agent,  thanked  me  for  sending  the  escort,  saying  the  men  were  the  best  he  ever  had 

placed  at  his  disposal." 

In  connection  with  the  robberies  and  murder  cases  one  J.  L.  Benoit  was  engaged 
as  a  detective  and  appointed  a  special  constable.  He  patrolled  between  here  and  the 
mountains  and  into  the  mountains,  but  was  not  successful  in  finding  any  trace  of  the 
men  he  was  after. 

Sergeant  Spicer  was  sent  up  from  Maple  Creek  for  the  same  purpose,  and  Ser* 
geant  McDooueli  also  did  duty  as  a  detective.  Both  these  noncommissioned  officers 
worked  hard  and  well,  and  although  they  traced  different  parties  who  were  supposed 
to  be  the  men  they  wanted,  thev  always  found  they  were  wrong. 

The  men  employed  by,  and  working  on  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bidlway 
promised  to  assist  us  in  the  capture  of  the  criminals,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  did  all  they  could,  but  up  to  now  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
tiie  less!  information  as  to  their  whereabouts.  If  the  same  men  commit- 
ted the  three  crimes  they  have  sufficient  money  to  live  on  for  some  time,  and  may 
still  be  concealed  in  the  mountains. 

Constable  Scholes  of  ^'  H  "  Division  also  did  duty  as^a  detective  in  the  mountaiiis 
but  was  not  more  succeesfnl  than  the  others. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  officials  at  Langdon  reported,  on  different  occa- 
sions, that  Indians,  passing  between  the  Blaekfoot  Crossing  and  Calgary,  were  in  the 
habit  of  helping  themselves  to  wood  and  water,  much  to  their  annoyance,  particular- 
ly in  the  matter  of  water  they  having  to  depend  upon  passing  trains  for  their  supply, 
and  requested  me  on  the  ISth  of  September  to  send  a  couple  of  men  to  remain  at  Lang- 
don until  the  Indians  had  come  to  Calgary  to  spend  their  annuity  money   hai  all 
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paraed  on  their  way  back  to  the  reserve.    I  oomplied  with  their  request  by  sooding 
Ckmstables  Green  and  L^nridse  who  remained  there  until  the  24th.. 

On  the  12th  of  Ootober  lospector  Moodie  proceeded  to  Soarlett's,  to  arrange  for 
a  detachment  of  two  men  being  stationed  there.  This  detachment  oonsistiog  of  two 
ocmstables  was  started  and  has  been  maintained  ever  since,  the  men  being  changed 
periodically.  The  instructions  given  this  detachment  are  to  p&trol  in  the  vicinitVi 
and  to  escort  the  Bdmonton  mail  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  north  and  south. 
These  duties  have  been  regularly  performed. 

On  Sunday,  24th  of  October,  J.  Carney  came  to  the  barracks  and  reported  thai 
a  squaw  had  been  killed  by  an  Indian  on  tne  east  side  of  the  Blbow.  Two  parties, 
one  under  Inspector  Moodie,  and  the  other  under  Sergeant  Wilde,  were  sent  to  find 
out  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  report,  and  if  so,  to  bring  in  the  body  and  arrest 
the  Indian.  The  woman  said  to  have  been  killed  was  found  ;  she  stated  that  her 
husband  had  beaten  her  with  a  stick,  but  that  she  did  not  wish  to  have  him  arrested, 
and  positively  refused  to  lay  a  complaint  against  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  November,  at  about  six  o'clock  the  assembly  was 
BOUDdedi  a  large  fire  having  been  seen  in  town.  The  Division  turned  out  and  doubled 
to  the  scene  of  fire,  which  had  started  behind  a  large  provision  store  kept  by  3. 
Farribh  &  Son.  After  very  hard  work  the  fire  was  got  under  control,  but  not  before 
several  buildings,  principally  stores  and  saloons,  had  been  destroyed,  with  almost  all 
they  contained.  The  behavior  of  the  men  of  <*B"  Division,  and  the  way  they 
worked,  was  remarked  on  all  sides,  it  being  freely  and  openly  stated  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  presence  of  the  police,  and  the  systematic  way  they  worked,  much 
valuable  property  in  the  shape  of  goods  saved  from  the  burning,  might,  and  no  doubt 
would  have  been  stolen ;  and  a  great  many  more  buildings  if  not  tne  whole  town, 
would  have  been  burned.  While  some  men  worked  at  the  burning  houses  others 
were  placed  on  guard  oyer  property  saved,  and  all  worked  well,  showing  good  dis- 
cipline and  organization,  in  the  quick,  quiet,  and  systematic  manner  in  which  they 
obeyed  all  orders  given  them. 

The  town  council  at  its  first  meeting  after  the  fire,  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  nolioe,  a  copy  of  which  wa^  sent  to  the  officer  commanding  at  this  post  who  for- 
warded  it  on  to  you.  The  town  was  placed  under  the  control  of  the  police  during 
that  day  and  night,  when  men  wore  placed  on  duty  to  protect  property  and  see  that 
the  fire  did  not  break  out  afresh . 

It  having  been  reported  by  Greneral  Strange,  manager  of  the  Military  Colonisa- 
tion Ranche  Company,  that  some  of  his  cattle  had  been  killed,  and  that  hesuepeoted 
a  filaokfoot  Indian  named  ''  Lake  £aider,"  I  sent  Corporal  Swinton  and  Interpreter 
Gladstone  to  enquire  into  the  report  and  to  arrest  the  Indian,  whom  they  could  not 
^d,  he  having  evidently  been  warned  by  friends  of  the  approach  of  the  police.  On 
the  1 5th  November,  General  Strange  and  J.  Scott,  the  Indian  Farm  Instructor,  in- 
formed us  that  **  Lake  Baiser "  was  camped  on  ''  Old  Sun's  "  Beserve.  Serjeant 
UcDonnell,  Interpreter  Oladstono  and  three  constables  were  sent  by  train  to  Gieichen 
with  instructions  to  remain  there  until  dark  when  they  would  be  met  by  Indian 
Asent  Begg,  and  an  Indian  named  '^'Wolf  Head ''  who  had  agreed  to  point  out 
**  Lake  Baiser's  "  lodge  to  our  men  if  they  came  at  night.  Having  met  '*  Wolf  Head  " 
the  party  proceeded  to  the  reserve  and  succeeded  in  arresting  <*  Lake  Baiser,''  but 
not  without  some  difllculty,  as  other  Indians  and  squaws  got  around  the  prisoner, 
and  in  every  way  did  their  utmost  to  prevent  his  being  taken.  Had  it  been  even 
suspected  that  our  men  were  near  the  reserve  <*  Lake  Baiser  *'  would  undoubtedly 
have  cleared  outand  would  not  have  been  arrested  for  some  time  hence.  Since  his 
arreet  he  has  been  sick,  consequently  his  preliminary  trial  has  been  po.'^tponed. 
Sergeant  McDonnell  and  his  men  deserve  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  they  made 
this  arrest,  as  besides  getting  to  the  reserve  without  being  seen  or  suspecicd  by 
Indians,  their  discretion  in  not  resorting  to  violence  while  urrodting,  and  the  friends 
of  the  prisoners  doing  all  in  their  power  to  mako  it  hard  for  them,  is  very  com- 
mendable. 

On  15th  November  a  detachment  of  one  non  commissioned  officer  and  'three  con- 
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BtabloH  proceeded  to  Stimson's  ranobe,  about  forty  miles  from  bere,  to  be  stationed 
at  tbat  place.  This  detatchment  will  constantly  patrol  that  section  of  the  country, 
sendinig:  one  man  every  Monday  to  Mosquito  Greek  (half  way  between  Calgary  and 
Fort  Macleod)  to  meet  a  man  frotai  "  fl "  DiviBion ;  and  another,  on  same  day,  to 
Barter's  ranche,  to  meet  man  from  Calgary.  By  this  system  we  can  have  weekly 
reports  as  to  what  goes  on  between  here  and  Fort  Macleod. 

On  the  26th  November  W.  P.  Walsh  was  committed  to  our  guard-room  by  G.  C. 
Xing,  J.  P.,  for  lunacy,  to  await  the  pleasure  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-G-overnor. 

Lafayette  French  was  brought  from  Banff  by  Constable  Skinner,  to  give  informal 
lion  as  to  the  death  of  a  squaw  near  Shagganappi  Point,  about  three  miles  from  l^r- 
racks.  French  reports  that  in  passing  near  some  lodges  on  the  evening  of  the  23rd 
November,  he  saw  what  appeami  to  him  to  bo  a  body  being  carried  out  of  a  lodge. 
After  walking  a  short  distance  he  turned  around  and  saw  two  figures  on  the  top  of  a 
small  hill,  one  standing  and  the  other  apparently  kneeling.  As  it  was  after  dusk  he 
would  not  be  positive  as  to  last  statement.  The  figure  that  appeared  to  be  kneeling 
suddenly  disappeared.  Feeling  certain  that  a  murder  had  been  committed  he  came 
to  town  and  informed  the  chief  of  the  town  police ;  he  then  went  to  Banff  where  he 
repeated  the  above  story,  and  he  was  6ent  down  by  Constable  Skinner.  I  saw  Chief 
of  Police  Ingram  at  once,  and  he  told  me  that  French  had  made  the  statement  to  him 
bat  that  he  did  not  believe  him,  and  never  gave  the  matter  a  thought  since.  I  sent 
Inspector  Moodie  and  Interpreter  Gladstone  to  the  place,  and  they  were  there  told 
by  an  Indian  that  there  had  been  a  sick  woman  in  a  lodge  at , the  Point;  that  the 
woman  had  died  and  the  lodge  had  been  moved  to  another  place.  French  was  brought 
down  on  the  29th  and  the  alK>ve  information  obtained  on  the  same  day.  I  will  have 
the  body  taken  up  and  examined  by  Dr.  Henderson  to  ascertain  if  it  bears  any  marks 
of  violence,  and,  if  it  does,  I  will  hunt  up  the  parties  who  were  camped  at  Shag^n- 
appi  Point  on  the  date  mentioned  by  French,  and  will  arrest  them  on  suspicion  of 
murder.* 

The  money  for  the  annuity  payments  to  Indians  at  Edmonton,  and  in  that  Dis- 
trict, was  sent  to  Red  Deer  River  with  an  escort  of  *'  Gt**  Division  men  under  com- 
mand of  Inspector  Moodie,  at  which  place  he  handed  it  over  to  Inspector  Chalmers, 
who  took  it  on  to  Edmonton.  The  money  for  Blackfoot  Crossing  was  taken  to  that 
place  by  Superintendent  Herchmer  with  an  escort  of  two  mt^n,  who  assisted  the  Ind- 
ian Agent  in  making  the  payments.  The  money  for  the  Stoney  and  Sarcee  Beserves 
was  by  me  handed  over  to  the  Indian  Agent  de  Balinhard. 

Breaches  of  the  liquor  law  have,  I  regret  to  say,  increased  during  the  past  year, 
notwithstanding  the  heavy  fines  imposed  and  the  great  quantity  of  liquor  that  has 
been  destroyed.  This  increase  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  now  liquor  can  be 
brought  into  the  Territories  from  the  West  as  well  as  from  the  east  and  south, 
whereas  formerly  it  was  brought  in  from  only  the  two  last  named  directions. 

We  have  now  in  *'  E  "  Division  a  band  numbering  seventeen  men  with  instru- 
ments for  playing  either  mounted  or  dismounted.  These  instruments  which  cost 
nearly  six  hundr^  dollars  are  all  paid  for,  every  member  of  the  Division  contributing 
so  many  days'  pay  until  the  required  amount  was  collected.  The  men  play  very 
well  and  every  member  of  the  Division  takes  an  interest  in  the  band.  I  would 
respectfully  request,  on  behalf  of  the  Division,  that  a  yearly  grant  of  $100  be  allowed 
by  the  Government  towards  the  running  expenses,  new  music  being  constantly  re- 
quired, and  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  few  music  stands  for  use  when  playing  dis- 
mounted.   A  very  good  folding  stand  would  cost  about  $4. 


NoTB.— Since  wrifing  the  above  an  external  and  internal  examination  was  made  bj  Dr..  Henderton 
who  reports  tl^at  the  woman  died  from  a  disease  she  had  been  snffering  from,  and  not  from  foul  play. 

W.  O.A. 
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SzAXBOirT  of  Parties  leaviog  N.-W.  M.  P.  Post  at  Calgary  on  daty  from  iTth  April* 

to  30th  November,  1886. 
(Not  mentioned  in  General  Report) 
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Remarki. 


Sapt.  Herchmer  to  Fort  lUolood. 

To  Fish  Greek  for  horse  reported  stolen ;  returned  SAme  daj  with  hone  which 

was  handed  to  owner ;  party  from  whom  taken  stated  he  had  porcbased 

the  horse  from  an  Indian  for  $30. 
To  warn  Indiaoi  np  Blbow  to  return  to  Reierres. 
To  arrest  Indiaa  who  shot  at  H.  Atkinson. 
To  Oleichen  to  look  for  liqnor. 

Ten  on  each  side  Bow  Rifer  lookins  for  body  of  drowned  cirilian. 
To  High  Riyer  to  arrest  Tacker  on  Uqaor  case. 
To  Oanmore. 

To  Langdon  after  liqnor ;  captured  80  gallons. 
To  serre  sommons  30  miles  np  the  Blbow  Rirer. 
Left  lor  Regina  with  horses  by  train. 

To  get  horse  from  Indian  at  Orossiog ;  horse  lost  a  year  ago* 
To  Cochrane  Raoche  to  notify  re  brioeing  horses  for  sale. 
To  Crossing  for  Jeokins'  horse ;  paid  Indian  $10  for  keep. 
To  Sheep  Greek  to  arrest  Fraser ;  liqnor  case. 
To  Laggan  on  duty  and  to  remain  there. 

Teamsters  with  4  waggons,  transport  '*  G  **  Dirision  men  to  Motqoito  Greek*- 
Gommiisioner,  Surgeon  Jukes  and  Supt  Herchmer  to  Edmonton. 
Veterinary  Sergeant  Burnett  to  Regina. 
Patrol  duty  at  **The  Gap.'' 

20  miles  up  the  Blbow  to  look  for  still ;  none  found. 
To  search  shacks  down  Bow  Riyer  at  night 
Patrol  duty  on  High  Riyer. 

To  search  shacks  up  the  Elbow  Riyer ;  3  parties,  at  night. 
Patrol  duty  at  Gleichen. 
Search  in  and  around  town  for  liquor. 

Inspector  Antrobos  to  return ;  men  to  strengthen  Mountain  Detachment* 
With  note  to  Scarlett's  re  Burnett's  arrest. 

To  search  half-breed  camp  for  liquor  on  Bow  Rirer.  ~J 

With  load  of  oats  to  Red  Deer;  oats  borrowed  by  '*G''  Diyision  men. 
ToStraoge's  Ranche. 

To  watch  for  liquor  being  brought  in  ;  none  found. 
Patrol,  Pine  Creek,  expected  to  find  3  **  O  "  Diyision  horses. 
Patrol,  High  Birtt. 

To  Blackloot  Grossing  to  caution  Indians  r$  stealing  wood« 
With  prisoner  from  Baoff 
To  Gleichen,  escort  duty, 
ro  Regina  in  charge  of  car  load  of  horses. 
To  Saroee  Reserre  re  liquor  cases,  for  eyidence. 
To  Banff f»  liquor  case  against  J.  Barr. 
Patrol  du^  to  Sheep  Creek. 
To  Cochrane  to  search  for  illicit  still ;  found  still. 
Supt  Antrobus  to  Gleichen  to  arrange  for  freight  to  Battleford. 
To  Mosquito  Greek  to  meet  Col.  Rayenhill. 
To  arrest  Bailey  for  assault,  4  miles  south. 
To  Cochrane  to  search  for  liquor. 
Patrol  towards  Morley. 
Patrol  duty.  High  Riyer. 

Duty  at  Blaokfoot  Crossing  during  Indian  payment 
To  Scarletts'  to  escort  Bdmonton  stage. 
To  Cluny  with  letter  from  Commissioner  to  Supt  Steele. 
Patrol  duty  up  Blbow  and  in  Foot  Hills. 
Patrol  duty  at  Ghost  Riyer. 

With  '*G  '^  Diyision  men  and  Indian  money  to  Red  Deer. 
To  Lethbridge  with  prisoner,  L.  Fatten. 
To  Gleichen  for  witness. 
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Statement  of  Parties  leaving  N.-W.  M.  P.  Post  at  Calgary,  &o. — Concluded. 
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RiBmarks. 


Patrol  daty,  yiciQity  of  Battleford  Gro«<''ag. 
To  Stimsoo^s  Raache  with  letter  ft  Lafi  r^. 
On  liorlej  trail. 

Patrol  duty,  ricinltj  High  Rirer,  Barters,  Pine  Greek. 
To  Oanmore  to  serye  summoos. 
To  look  for  cachei  north  side  Bow  Kirer. 
To  Gleichen  to  enquire  for  L.  Oornell  on  warrant  from  Madeod. 
To  Langdon  to  arrest  J.  Little. 

To  Shetp  Greek  to  bring  in  tick  hone  left  by  Snpt  Herehmen 
Inspector  Moodie  to  Banff  to  try  liquor  case;  prisoner  sick. 
To  Nose  Greek  to  look  for  Kickawasis,  wanted  at  Battleford. 
To.  Regina  with  horses. 

With  horses  to  be  left  at  Eerfoot's  Banche  on  herd. 
With  supply  of  oats  for  Stimson  Detachment. 
To  Radnor  with  search  warrant ;  no  stolen  goodi  found. 
5  miles  up  ffilbow  to  arrest  Davis ;  liquor. 
To  Barter's  to  meet  man  from  Stimson' s  Detachment. 

To  Gochrane  to  seize  liquor  (500  gidlons)  reported  as  coming  on  O.P.R.  to 
that  place  j  none  found. 


Daring  the  year  the  toUowing  improvements  were  made  at  tki^  post  :^ 

A  wind  mill  pamp  was  pnt  in  the  square,  bat  eo  far  no  tank  has  been  contracted 
for.    I  would  rcspe3tfally  recommend  that  one  be  built  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  building  latoly  occupied  as  a  Quartermaster  store  has  been  turned  into  a 
stable.    The  work  beiug  done  by  our  own  men. 

A  new  building  for  Quartermaster  store  was  put  up  also  by  onr  own  men. 
This  is  a  very  substantial  building  and  well  laid  out  for  tne  purpose  for  whidi  it  n 
intended. 

An  addition  was  put  to  the  quarters  occupied  by  Superintendent  Hercbmer. 

A  waggon  shed  was  also  built ;  size  :20  by  24.  This  shed  is  very  small  and  is  used 
for  waggons  lately  purchased. 

In  closing  this  report  it  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
cheerful  and  able  assistance  I  have  at  all  times  received  from  the  officers,  non-coia- 
missioned  officers  and  constables  under  my  command. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


W.  D.  ANTROBUS, 
Superintendent^    Commanding  "  B  Division.  '* 


^he  Commissioner 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX   L 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  INSPECTOR  HOWE. 


Battlbford,  iBt  December,  1886w' 

Sib, — I  have  the  hoDor  to  place  in  your  hands  this  my  annual  report  of  •*  K** 
DivisioD,  N.  W.  M.  P.,  for  the  twelve  months  terminating  on  the  30th  November, 


I  regret  that  this  report  most  necessarily  be  of  a  meagre  nature,  inasmuch  as 
<<K"  Division  was  for  some  time,  in  the  earlier  period  of  its  existence,  without 
efficers  or  non-commissioned  officers  of  its  own,  it  necessarily  fell  under  the  guidance 
of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of ''  D  "  Division.  No  records,  save  those  of 
"  D  "  Division,  were  kept  of  the  work  performed,  and  by  the  removal  of  that  Division  to 
ICacleod  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  these  records  are  remove!  from  my 
reach.  ' 

"K"  Division,  under  the  command  of  Assistant  Commissioner  Croaier,  arrived 
ai  Battleford  on  the  20th  October,  1886,  the  other  officers  attached  to  the  Division 
being  Inspectors  Allan,  Wood  and  Wilson,  the  strength  of  the  Division,  at  the  time, 
being  89  men  and  48  horses. 

There  being  no  quarters  for  the  men,  the  Division  was  broken  up ;  some  of 
the  men  were  quartered  in  the  large  barrack  room  outside  the  stockade,  some  in  the 
Sergeant's  Mess  room  and  kitchen  and  the  remainder  in  a  building  known  as  the 
Otten  House  which  was  rented  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  24th  October,  1885,  Inspector  Wood  took  over  command  of  the  Division. 

Daring  the  month  a  party  consisting  of  one  Staff  Ser/^ant  and  eighteen  oon- 
fltables  were  transferred  from  "  K  "  to  **  F  "  Division  at  Prince  Albert,  oy  order  of 
the  Assistant  Commissioner,  their  places  in  **  K  "  Division  being  taken  by  nineteen 
men  from  •*  P  "  .Division. 

About  this  time  another  interchange  of  men  was  made  between  <*  K  "  and  '*  D  ** 
Divisions.  These  changes  were  made  in  order  that  a  fair  proportion  of  trained  men 
fihoald  be  in  the  ranks  of  the  division,  it  having  on  its  departure  from  Begins  been 
made  up  principally  of  recruits. 

With  the  same  intention,  there  being  no  non-commissioned  officers  posted  to  the 
division,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  filled  up  the  greater  part  of  Uie  non-commie- 
Bioned  rank  by  promoting  corporals  of  ^*  D  "  Division  to  be  sergeants  in  '<  K. '*  and 
coDBtables  of  '*  D  "  to  be  corporals  in  "  E«"  Sergeant  Martin  of  '<  D  "  being  attached 
to  "  K  "  as  Acting  Sergeant- Major. 

On  the  24th  of  December  Superintendent  A.  B*  Macdonell  having  arrived  from 
Begina  took  over  the  command  of  the  division  from  Inspector  Wood,  who  returned 
1o  duty  with  his  own  division,  viz ,  •*  D." 

DRILL. 

A  regular  course  of  drill  was  gone  through  at  this  post  during  the  year,  both 
monoted  and  on  foot. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  the  musketry  instruction,  each  man  havingfired 
at  the  various  ranges  in  accordance  with  the  orders  on  the  subject  issued  irom  Mead* 
qoarters. 
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OUN  BBILL,   9-PR«  M.L.B.  AMD  7-PR.  M.  O. 

I  drilled  and  instmoted  two  non-commissioned  officers  and  fonrteon  men  of  th» 
division  thoroughly  in  gun  drill,  both  with  the  9  pr.  M.L.R  and  the  7  pr.  mountain 
giiD|  and  explained  to  them  the  nse  of  the  various  projectiles,  etc.|  etc. 

ARMS. 

The  arms  of  the  Divifeion  are  in  very  good  order. 

There  are  still  18  of  the  old  pattern  (Adams)  revolvers  in  the  Division,  and  it 
would  be  advisable  if  possible  to  have  them  returned  to  headquarters,  receiving  the 
Enfield  in  place  of  them. 

SADDLBRT. 

The  saddlery  of  the  Division  is  in  good  condition,  the  new  double-cincha  saddles 
give  satisfaction. 

Whitman  bits  are  much  required,  there  being  at  present  only  (20)  of  them  in» 
possession  of  the  Division. 

The  Pelham  bit  does  not  seem  so  suitable  for  police  purposes  as  the  Whitman. 

Saddler's  tools  are  urgently  required. 

There  are  at  present  on    the  Division    books  62  numnahs,  but  of  these   15- 
are  in  bad  order  and  should  be  replaced ;  saddle  blankets  have  just  been  issued  to  the 
Division  it  being  found  that  the  numnah  was  not  a  sufficient  protection  for  the 
liorses'  backs  when  employed  on  trips. 

OLOTHINO. 

On  account  of  the  want  of  clothing  in  the  Quartermaster's  store  here ;  it  has  been 
impossible  to  complete  the  annual  issues  to  the  men  when  due. 

Stores  are  now  constantly  arriving  and  the  men's  kits  are  being  made  complete 
as  fiist  as  possible. 

HOBSBS. 

Owing  to  the  amount  of  work  performed  by  the  Division  in  escorting  ihB 
mails,  making  trips  around  the  reserves,  &c.,  they  were  for  some  time  very  poor  in- 
condition. 

They  have,  however,  picked  up  greatly  during  the  last  two  months,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  which  I  would  suggest  should  be  cast  and  sold,  they  are  fit 
finr  service. 

OUTBBBAK  OF   FBVBB. 

This  summer  and  fall  "K"  Division  aloDg  with  "D"  has  suffered  from  a 
aevere  outbreak  of  typho-malarial  fever. 

At  one  time  about  the  end  of  August  there  were  between  30  and  40  men  on  the 
aiok  list,  which  circumstance,  with  the  men  employed  on  escort  duty,  &c.,  and  those^ 
necessarily  employed  on  the  Staff,  left  only  a  very  few  men  available  for  duty. 

Three  men  of  the  Division  died  at  this  post  Irom  fever,  viz :  Regimental  No.  763,. 
Ckmstable  Summerfield,  Begimental  No.  1,186,  Sturge,  and  EegimentalNo.  1,279,. 
Mason,  and  on  the  7th  July,  Constable  W.  B.  Cowan,  was  accidentally  drowned|  this 
making  four  deaths  in  the  Division  during  the  year. 

DBSBBTIONS. 

Few  desertions  have  taken  place  from  **  K  "  Division. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May,  Begimental  No.  1,216,  Constable  Comber,  deserted  and 
although  parties  were  despatched  in  pursuit  and  every  endeavor  made  to  capture  him 
Im  succeeded  in  evading  tnem. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


75 


On  the  10th  Jaly,  Begimental  No.  1,538,  OonsUble  B«  Dabois,  deserted  dvLving 
the  niicht. 

This  man  was  taken  at  Smft  Carrent  by  Sergeant  HoGinnis,  of  '<  A  **  Division 
4d  whom  notice  of  the  desertion  had  been  sent  Dabois  is  now  at  Begins  andor> 
going  imprisonment. 

DUXT  OUTSIDl  THB  POST. 

A  very  large  share  of  the  ontside  dnty  of  the  post  has  been  performed  by  **  K  ** 
Division.  In  January  a  regular  system  of  patrols  to  visit  all  the  reserves  in  this 
district  was  established.  Parties  oonsisting  of  usually  one  non -commissioned  offlcer 
and  six  men  left  the  post  every  week  and  made  a  trip  around  all  the  Indian  reserves 
in  the  neighborhood. 

The  distance  travelled  on  each  trip  averaged  about  140  miles,  and  usually  took 
eight  or  ten  days.  '*  E  "  DI vidou  also  famished  a  party  uuder  an  officer  for  the  pur- 
pose of  escorting  the  mail  between  this  place  and  Smft  Current. 

This  detachment  under  Inspector  Wilson  went  oat  to  the  mail  station  at  Bosh 
Ijake  on  the  29th  July  last ;  and  since  that  time  up  to  the  beginning  of  last  month 
performed  all  the  escort  duty. 

I  relieved  Inspector  Wilson  in  the  beginning  of  September.  The  detachment 
was  withdrawn  on  the  20th  October,  other  arrangements  being  made  for  the  winter 
months. 

The  transport  of ''  £*'  Division  accompanied  '<  £>*'  Division,  which  left  this  post  fi>r 
J*ort  Macleed  on  Ist  September  last;  goinc^  as  far  as  the  Bed  Daer  Itiver,  with  that 
Division  and  returnea  thence  with  ''  C  "  Division,  Superintendent  Cotton ;  arriving 
here  on  the  17th  September.  Various  trips  to  Sounding  Lake,  Fort  Pitt,  Swift  Current^ 
i^o.,  &c.,  have  also  been  performed  by  *<  K  **  Division,  which  has  borne  a  very  great 
part  of  the  police  work  done  in   this  district. 

^  TBAKSPOBT. 

The  Division  has  in  its  possession  thirteen  heavy  waggons,  which  with  two 
spring  waggons  and  four  buckboards  comprise  all  the  transport. 

This,  however,  is  in  good  order,  with  the  exception  of  tw:o  of  the  buckboards; 
one  of  these  I  shall  have  to  condemn  as  unfit  for  farther  use;  the  other  can  be 
arepaired  by  our  own  artisans. 

With  Uie  exception  of  one  heavy  waggon  at  Oaion  Lake  all  transport  of  the 
Division  is  now  at  this  post. 

HARNESS. 

There  are  in  possession  of  the  Division  :*- 
7  sets  wheel  harness.  ^ 

4   do   lead        do  ^j;  •  /) 

3   do   single      do  "-"^ 

I  would  request  that  eight  more  sets  of  wheel  harn  ess  might  be  supplied  so  that 
we  might  be  able  to  use  all  our  transport  if  required. 

OARBINI  SLINGS. 

Carbine  slings  for  the  saddles  are  urgently  required. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  sling  should  be  made  with  buckle  and  strap. 

LANYAEDS. 

^-^  Lanyards  for  the  revolvers  have  been  made  and  issued  to  each  man  in  the  Diviston 
in  accordance  with  'General  Orders,  d^ 
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There  has  been  very  little  crime  in  the  Division  daring  the  past  year. 

I  regret  to  say  that  one  constable  of  *'  E  "  Division,  Regimental  No.  825,  Con- 
stable McGinniSy  is  at  present  a  prisoner  awaiting  trial  at  the  next  sitting  of  tbe 
oonrt  here. 

DISCIPLINB. 

Several  slight  breaches  of  discipline  have  occurred^  bat  the  genend  behavior 
of  the  men,  the  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  daty,  their  appearance  and 
smartness  both  on  and  off  parade,  and  the  small  amoant  of  crime,  I  think,  show  that 
a  high  state  of  discipline  has  been  maintained,  notwithstanding  tbe  Division  having 
of  necessity  been  so  mach  broken  ap  daring  the  year,  and  the  many  and  firequeot 
ohanges  among  the  non-commissioned  officers. 

FATIOUB. 

In  oonseqaence  of  the  repairs  recently  made  here,  both  to  tbe  men's  quarters 
and  stables  there  has  been  an  immense  amoant  of  fatigae  daty  to  be  done,  which, 
has  had  the  effect  of  leaving  few  opportunities  for  parades. 

nXTAOHMSNTS. 

The  only  permanent  detachment  at  present  famished  by  ''  K  "  Division  consists 
of  one  non-commiesioned  officer  and  three  constables  with  three  hof^ee  at  Bres- 
mylor  and  three  constable  and  foar  horses  at  Onion  Lake,  and  two  men  and  two 
horses  at  the  Sixty  Mile  Bash,  Swiit  Carrent  Trail. 

INDIAN    MATTBRS. 

At  various  times  during  the  year  reports  of  the  alleged  unsettled  state  of  the 
Indians  in  this  district  have  been  rife,  but  enquiry  has,  in  every  case  but  one,  proved 
their  falsity. 

This  one  exception  was  not  of  a  very  serious  nature.  On  the  10th  September 
Indian  Affent  MacKay  reported  that  a  band  numbering  about  sixty  Indians  had 
deserted  nrom  Poundmaker's  reserve. 

Inspector  B^gin,  of  ^*  F  "  Division,  was  instructed  by  Superintendent  MacDooell 
to  follow  these  Indians  and  if  possible  induce  them  to  return  to  their  reserve. 

Inspector  Bdgin  returned  in  a  few  days,  having  been  successful  in  finding  a  por* 
tion  of  the  band  and  bringing  them  back  to  their  reserve. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOWE, 

Inspector^ 
To  the  Commissioner, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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North  W>8T  Mountid  Polios— G(eoeral  Dietribotion  State  of  Hen  and  Horses. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78 


i^ppxNDix  M. — ^North-West  Moanted  Polioe— General  DlstribatioD  State  of  Hen  and 

KorHe&^Ccncluded. 
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APPENDIX    N. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OP  SENIOR  SURGEON  JUKES. 

Reqina,  N.W.T.,  16th  December,  1886. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  place  in  yoar  hands  to-day  my  aannal  report  as  senior 
iiQrgeon  of  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  for  the  twelve  months  terminating  with 
3aih  November,  1886. 

Daring  much  of  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  my  last  annnal  report  waa 
forwarded  I  have  been  absent  from  headqaarterS|  engaged  in  various  daties  devolv- 
iog  anon  me  a»  senior  surgeon. 

Leaving  Et'gina  on  the  5th  of  Ddcember,  1835,  in  obadience  to  instructions 
received,  I  proceeded  to  Ottawa  to  prepare  from  the  various  requissitions  already 
forwarded,  the  revised  estimates  for  the  annual  supply  of  medical  stores  for  the  ser- 
vice of  this  force,  which,  daring  the  year  1885,  had  boea  rapidly  increased  from  50^ 
to  1,000  men.  Having  performed  this  and  other  incidental  duties  required  of  me  in 
Ottawa,  where  much  other  matter,  including  the  examination  by  the  Medical  B^ard 
of  various  discharged  men,  who  made  claims  for  compensation  on  various  grouods 
denianded  consideration,  the  medical  estimates  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  oan> 
tractors,  Messrs.  Kenneth  Campbell,  k  Co.,  of  Montreal,  to  which  place  I  next  pro* 
<^ed,  in  order  to  superintend  the  selection  of  special  medical  stores,  including 
hoepital  furniture  and  appliances;  which  required  personal  supervision.  These 
daties  having  at  leogth  baen  accomplished  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  proceeded  to 
Toronto  to  examine  and  select  from  among  many  applicants  three  additional  mao, 
members  by  examination  of  the  Ontario  Pharmaceutical  College,  who  were  requtroi 
to  fill  vacancies  in  the  newly  created  divisions  of  the  enlarged  force  as  hospital  sia<f 
sergeants. 

Having  completed  the  various  duties  above  referred  to,  a  short  leave  was  kindiy 
panted,  to  enable  me  to  visit  members  of  my  family  in  Ontario ;  after  which, 
namely^  on  the  14th  of  April,  1886, 1  left  Toronto  by  the  CiCnadian  Pacific  Bailw^y, 
arriviDg  at  my  destination,  headquarters,  Begioa,  five  days  later. 

Owing  to  the  continued  severity  ot  the  weather  during  the  first  weeks  of  Aprils 
1886,  it  was  not  considered  prudent  to  risk  the  safety  of  so  large  and  valuable  a  consiga- 
ment  of  medical  stores  by  forwarding  them  as  early  in  the  spring  as  was  otherwise 
desirable;  but  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  April  they  were  shippol  vid  Canadian  Pa()i6o 
Sailway  from  Montreal,  those  directed  to  Begina  reaching  their  destination 
«afely  and  in  excellent  condition  on  the  lOth  of  May,  and  at  more  distant  p04t!i 
as  soon  after  that  date  as  the  means  of  transport  available  to  each  rendered  their 
safe  delivery  possible. 

On  the  Idth  of  May  I  left  Begina  in  company  with  the  Commissioner  for  tha 
western  posts,  on  my  annual  tour  of  inspection,  between  which  date  and  June  the 
16th,  I  visited  and  inspected  the  hospitals  and  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  theforoo 
generally,  at  Calgary,  Edmonton,  Fort  Saskatchewan,  Macleod,  Lethbridge  and 
Uaplo  Greek,  examining  at  various  posts  and  forwarding  to  headquarters  to  ba 
invalided,  some  few  members  of  the  force  who  were  rendered  unfit  for  service  by 
chronic  affections  of  long  standing, 

I  reached  Calgary  by  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  on  the  19th  of  May,  but  the  poat 
though  then  to  a  certain  extent  examined  was  not  thoroughly  inspected  by  me  until 
after  my  return  from  the  north,  a  fortnight  later.  To  this  I  now  turned  my  faca» 
proceeding  by  a  light  waggon  194  miles,  nearly  due  north  over  an  elevated  rolling 
country,  much  of  which  is  of  great  natural  beauty  and  fertility,  abundantly  watered. 
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in  some  places  fairly  Bupplied  with  timber,  to  tho  old  Hadson  Bay  Fort  at  E  Imon- 
ton,  on  the  North  Sask:itohewan,  which  long  constituted  oar  most  north- westerly 
post,  bat  at  which  a  very  small  detachment  was  t\ow  stationed  (tho  old  <^  Fort " 
being  in  a  more  or  less  rainous  and  unhealthy  condition),  and  thence  down  the  river, 
which  at  this  point  flows  in  J[)road  and  rapid  flood  to  the  north  eastward,  twenty 
miles  farther  down  stream  to  Fort  Saskatc^hewan,  the  present  headquarter  post  c^ 
«6"  Division. 

The  hospital  accommodation  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  is  extremely  limited^and 
whether  thib  post  is  continaed  permanently  at  its  present  site,  or  is  removed  to  % 
more  convenient  location,  a  new  hospital  containing  room  for  not  less  than  ten 

Ktients,  with  quarters  for  hospital  staff-sergeant  and  a  competent  dispensary  sbould 
provided  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  one  inspected  by  me  was  altogether  insufficient 
for  the  force  stationed  there.  Fortunately  the  health  of  the  men  was  remarkably 
l^ood  ;  but  hospital  accommodation  to  the  extent  mentioned,  should,  in  all  cases,  b^ 
furnished  for  every  division  of  100  men  wherever  they  are  permanently  stationed, 
as  circumstances  might  at  any  time  arise  when  the  want  of  adequate  provisions  for 
the  sick  would  be  severely  ieit. 

Tho  site  of  the  present  post,  upon  the  elevated  plateau  to  the  south-east  of  the 
Korth  Saskatchewan  valley,  probaoly  several  hundred  feet  aboye  the  river,  with  a 
considerable  growth  of  small  timber  and  dense  copsewood  clothing  the  steep  incline 
1o  its  summit,  and  the  plateau  above  it  to  within  120  yards  of  the  stockade,  to  which 
distance  it  was  cleared  away  during  the  Riel  rebellion,  appears  to  be  a  highly 
ealubtious  one,  the  conditions  here  referred  to  proving  largely  instrumental  in  pro- 
ducing this  result;  a  far  narrower  belt  of  timber  or  copsewood  than  is  here  found 
Interposed  between  the  post  and  the  deep  valley  which  lies  below  it,  having  been 
often  found  sufficient  to  ward  off  by  inflaences,  which,  though  long  recognised,  are 
fitill  scientifically  inexplicible,  the  deleterious  effects  of  malaria,  which  at  certain 
seasons,  and  under  conoitions  favorable  to  its  developement,  unquestionably  infests 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  the  deep  valley  through  which  the  river  flows. 

An  examination  of  the  sick  reports  confirm  in  a  striking  manner  the  observa- 
tions here  made  and  the  well  known  though  hitherto  unexplained  fact  above  referred 
to,  only  one  case  of  mild  intermittent  fever  of  a  few  days'  duration  having  ooourred 
at  this  post  during  July,  August,  September  and  October  of  1886,  the  months  during 
which  in  these  latitudes  malarial  fever  more  especially  prevails.  The  very  strong 
suid  rapid  current  of  the  **  Swift-ranning  Water  **  (which  the  Indian  name  **  Sas-kau- 
jft-wun  "  literailly  signifies)  for  several  miles  both  above  and  below  Fort  Saskatchewan 
exercises  aUo  a  healthy  influence,  even  where  malaria  is  largely  generated  in  its 
neighborhood,  as  has  long  been  noticed  by  observers. 

The  old  log  hospital  at  Calgary,  long  since  condemned,  is  still  the  only  one 
available  at  that  post,  which  also,  during  the  past  season,  has  enjoyed  a  remarkable 
immunity  from  malarial  fever ;  the  rapid  current  of  the  Bow  and  Elbow  Bivers, 
which  here  coalesce,  and  the  comparatively  restricted  channels  in  which  they  flow 
exercising  a  favorable  inflaence  in  this  direction,  but  the  growing  importance  of 
the  town  of  Calgary,  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  post,  and  the  great  number  of 
▼isitors  arriving  there  during  the  summer  months  from  every  part  of  tho  Dominion 
and  beyond  it  by  the  Canaidian  Pacific  Railway,  may  at  any  time  be  the  means  of 
introducing  contagious  zymotic  diseases,  from  which  under  such  circumstances  the 
garrison  could  hardly  be  expected  to  escape,  and  another  summer  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  pass  until  a  competent  hospital  containing  from  twelve  to  fifteen  beds,  wiib 
all  necessary  appointments,  is  complete  1.  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  adoption 
of  this  recommendation  at  an  early  day ;  the  more  so  because  under  quite  possible 
conditions  dependent  upon  heavy  rainfalls  during  the  summer  and  autumn  mootbs' 
alternating  with  periods  of  high  temperature  and  cloudless  skies,  Calgary  and  its 
neighborhood,  under  opposite  conditions  to  those  recently  obtaining  ai  Battleford, 
and  in  a  less  degree  at  M!acleod,  might  suffer  from  a  similar  visitation  of  malarial 
fever. 

The  hospital  at  MacLeod,  which  was  next  visited  and  irspected,  is  the  best 
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hitherto  provided  at  aoy  poBt  in  the  North- West  Territories,  affording  ample  aooom- 
modation  for  one  division,  ie.  for  a  force  of  one  hundred  men.  In  the  report  of 
Assistant  Sargeon  Kennedy,  herewith  forwarded,  no  reference  is  made  to  the  abnn* 
dance  and  excellence  of  the  medical  supplies  and  hospital  comforts  provided  ;  this 
nay  I  think  be  regarded  as  conolnsive  evidence  that  nothing  material  is  required  to 
promote  the  efBoiency  of  the  service  or  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  was  wanting  at  this 
post,  and  the  inspection  made  by  me  was  upon  this  point  equally  satisfactory.  The 
''fever"  lately  prevailing  at  this  post  and  tnronghout  the  horthWest  Territorioa 
generallyi  to  which  allusion  has  been  made  by  Assistant  Surgeon  Kennedy,  demands 
special  consideration  and  will  be  referred  to  later  on  in  this  report. 

If  a  new  post  is  to  be  erected  at  Leth bridge  for  one  division  of  the  force,  compe- 
tent hospital  accommodation  should  be  provided  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring  of 
1887.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  now  expiring,  the  headquarters  of ''  H  ** 
Division  was  under  canvas  here,  but  a  considerable  number  of  the  men  were  engaged 
dariDg  the  summer  and  autumn  months  in  patrolling  the  country  lying  between 
Lethbridge  and  the  international  boundry.  For  the  present  the  greater  part  of  thia 
Division  has  gone  into  winter  quarters  at  Fort  Macleod.  In  the  course  of  my  west- 
ern tour  I  inspected  the  condition  of  those  encamped  at  Lethbridge,  furnished  theu^ 
with  a  hospital  marquee  and  suggested  such  other  temporary  hospital  accommodation 
as  seemed  neoe6^'ary.  The  outpost  has  since  from  time  to  time  been  provided  with 
the  requisite  medical  stores,  hut  the  high  winds  uniformly  prevailing  throughout 
this  section  of  country,  which  is  bare  and  devoid  of  shelter,  renders  anything  less 
substantial  than  a  wooden  bailding  unfit  for  hoc^pital  purposes,  and  if  the  headquar* 
ters  of  one  Division  is  to  be  permanently  established  here,  sufScient  hospital  accommo- 
dation both  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and  the  preservation  of  hospital  stores,  should 
be  promptly  arranged  for ;  a  healthy  location  for  the  poet  can  no  doubt  befouod,  and 
this  should  be  selected  by  some  one  familiar  with  the  hws  by  which  the  generation 
and  distribution  of  malaria,  the  prolific  source  of  endemic  fevers  so  common  through- 
out extensive  regions  of  this  and  other  continents,  is  universally  governed. 

Proceeding  eastward  from  Lethbridge,  the  next  and  last  post  inspected  ^by  ma 
during  this  journey,  was  Maple  Greek. 

The  supply  of  medical  stores  and  appliances  at  this  post  was  found  to  be  abun- 
dant and  in  lulmirable  order,  notwithstanding  the  limited  and  wholly  insafficient 
aeoommodation  afforded  by  the  present  hospital  building.  The  barracks  at  this  post 
are  very  good  ;  the  hospital,  a  very  small  one,  badly  constructed  ard  ill-arranged  for 
the  purposes  required  of  it,  is  altogether  inadequate  under  quite  possible  circumstances 
for  the  garrison  ordinarily  stationed  there,  and  should  be  either  enlarged,  repaired 
and  re-arranged  without  delay,  or  an  entirely  new  and  sufficient  one  should  be  con* 
strueted.    A  better  site  also  might  be  selected  than  the  one  it  now  occupies. 

Only  one  case  of  malarial  fover,  and  that  a  very  mild  one  of  ordinary  "  inter- 
mittent,*' has  occurred  at  Maple  Creek  post  during  1886,  but  this  fact  is  less  due  to 
its  situation  than  to  a  concurrence  of  circumstances  which  have  tended  during  the 
past  season  to  maintain  its  salubrity.  The  situation  is  a  favorable  one  near  the  foot  of 
the  mnrthern  slope  of  the  Cypress  Hills,  the  soil  to  a  considerably  depth  is  naturally 
nndy  and  dry,  and  the  rainfall  daring  the  spring,  summer  and  autumn  months  having 
been  phenomenally  light,  although  the  heat  has  been  intense,  one  of  the  essenti^ 
elements  required  for  the  generation  of  malaria,  namely  moisture,  has  been  lacking 
and  consequently  malaria  has  been  but  slightly  and  imperfectly  eliminate  1.  But 
daring  a  season  alternately  wet  and  hot,  such  as  may  not  unfrequently  occur, 
this  now  healthful  post  would  in  all  probability  be  visited  by  endemic  malaria 
fcver;  while  under  precisely  similar  conditions,  the  vast  marshy  fiits  and  river 
hottoms,  like  those  of  the  great  Saskatchewan  in  the  neighborhood  of  Battleford,  now 
parched  and  dry,  would  enjoy  comparative  immunity  from  malaria  inflaences,  because 
they  would  then  for  the  most  part  be  covered  with  water.  That  oases  of  this  fever 
have  occurred  to  some  extent  in  the  village  of  Maple  Creek,  three  miles  to  the 
liorthward  of  the  post,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  occupies  considerably  lower  groucds ; 
.the  soil  is  one  more  tenacous  of  moisture  and  the  descent  being  continuous  thongh 
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-moderate  from  the  post  to  the  railway  statipo  ^here  the  village  lieS|  a  greater 
degree  of  moisture  was  present  there  to  be  exhaled  by  the  san*s  rays. 

It  may  and  probably  will  happen  in  succeeding  years  when  I  and  my  words  are 
forgotten,  that  altered  atmospheric  conditions  such  as  those  referred  to  will  ba 
found  to  have  relatively  altered  the  focus  of  malaria  fever  throughout  this  country; 
the  high  and  dry  situations  being  then  subjected  to  its  influence,  while  the  ordinary 
marshy  district  and  low  river  bettoms,  in  which  it  has  recently  so  exten^Toly  pre- 
vailed, will  enjoy  for  the  reason  above  referred  to,  at  least  a  temporary  immuQiiy. 
Had  endemic  fever  prevailed  during  last  autumn  at  Maple  Greek,  the  preeent  hoapiUl 
would  have  proved  altogether  unequal  to  the  requirements. 

The  supply  of  wholesome  water  at  this  post  was  also  examined  by  me,  as  one 
demanding  prompt  attention,  that  at  present  available  being  of  a  highly  alkaline  and 
deleterous  character.  If  Staff  Sergeant  Holme  is  right  in  his  assertion,  that  an 
abundant  supply  of  good  and  wholesome  water  can  be  obtained  at  a  depth  of  frotn  16 
to  20  feet  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  instructions  shall  be  given  that  wella  may 
be  sunk  there  as  far  as  practicable  if  none  nearer  is  attainable,  the  one  intended  for 
the  supply  of  the  garrison  beins:  strictly  retained  for  that  purpose  alone  and  carefally 
isolated  from  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  the  horses  are  daily  watered. 

A  very  severe  injary  was  sustained  by  Sergeant  Smart  a  few  days  before  my 
arrival  at  Maple  Creek,  bolli  bones  of  the  leg  being  fractured  at  the  ankle  joint.  A 
special  apparatus  was  made  for  him  under  my  immediate  superintendence  and  applied 
to  the  limo.  A  month  later,  when  able  to  travel,  he  came  down  to  Begina^  the 
recovery  of  the  injured  limb  was  perfect.  After  completing  mj  inspection  <^  the 
varioas  posts  above  referred  to  I  returned  to  Begina  on  the  16th  of  June,  after  an 
absence  of  twenty-nine  days, 

Having  received  a  telegram  from  Maple  Creek  that  Sergeant  Paterson,  of  **  A" 
Division,  had  sustained  a  dangerous  bullet  wound  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  his 
pistol,  reqniring  my  immediate  attendance,  I  left  Rogina  by  the  24  o'clock  train  on 
the  12th  of  July  for  that  post.  I  found  on  my  arrival  that  the  severity  of  the  injary 
had  not,  and  could  hardly  have  been,  exaggerated.  At  the  time  of  its  oocurrenoe^ 
Sergeant  Paterson  was  practicing  firing  from  the  saddle  with  a  new  horee  noacciia- 
tomcd  to  the  di8charge  of  fire-arms,  which  plunged  so  violently  at  the  ezploeioa  that 
Sergeant  Paterson  threw  his  right  hand,  which  held  the  pistol,  rapidly  forward  aad 
across  his  body  to  seize  the  horn  of  the  saddle,  in  grasping  which,  the  weapon,  a 
fielf-(x>cking  Deane  &  Adams  45  calibre  revolver,  throwing  a  heavy  projectile^  was 
fired  by  the  presare  of  the  hand,  the  ball  striking  the  left  thigh  close  to  the  ^^a 
And  shattering  the  thigh  bone  high  up  in  its  upper  third.  Gunshot  fractures  of  this 
nature  are  attended  with  extreme  danger  to  life,  especially  when  fired  from  a  rifled 
weapon  at  cloee  range,  and  when  the  ball,  as  in  this  instance,  is  a  conical  one.  Dr. 
Frank  Hamilton,  Surgeon  General  of  the  American  army  during  the  late  Southern 
war,  and  one  of  the  bigbost  authorities  on  this  subject,  speaks  of  this  injury  as  follows : 
*^  Gannhot  fractures  of  the  upper  third  of  the  shaft  of  the  femur  "  (thigh  bone)  ^are 
4renerally  fatal,  but  if  the  main  artery  and  the  principal  nerves  are  uninjured,  the  life 
is  in  general  less  hazarded  by  an  attempt  to  save  the  limb  than  by  amputation/'  Act- 
ing upon  this  principle  which  accorded  with  my  own  experience,  a  fracture  bed  was 
constructed  under  my  Buperintendence  of  such  a  nature  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of 
moving  him  in  the  slightest  degree  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  a  course  of  treat- 
ment inaugurated  whicb  under  the  careful  management  of  Assis^ntSurgeon  R^lpk 
and  Siafif-Sergoant  Holme— now  a  registered  practitioner — has  been  prodaotive  of 
the  best  results  possible  in  the  saving  of  both  life  and  limb«  I  remained  with  hint 
porsonaily  until  the  16th  of  July,  since  which  time  I  have  not  seen  him,  bat  Staff- 
Sergeant  Holme  under  date  of  15th  November,  wrote  in  answer  to  my  enquiries,  as 
follows : — 

"  With  regard  to  Sergeant  Paterson,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  he  has  returned  to 
duty  on  the  5th  of  October,  although  he  was  actually  doing  duty  a  week  previom. 
He  has  thrown  away  his  crutches  more  than  two  weeks  ago.  There  ia  oonsideraUe 
))Owing  of  the  leg,  but  only  2^  inches  of  shortening.    He  is  assistant  Quartermaster 
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Sei^eant  here,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  walking  to  do;  he  is  well  adapted  for  the- 
work^  having  oocnpied  that  position  before  at  Macleod.  He  is  nnable  to  ride,  and  is 
incapacitated  for  that  dnty  for  the  rest  of  his  life." 

Sergeant  Patcrson  hasnode^jre  to  leave  the  Foroeif  some  permanent  office  work 
18  provided  for  him  in  it,  which  I  shonld  be  glad  to  see  done  if  possible.  The  result^ 
anaer  the  cironmstances,  may  be  regarded  as  very  good. 

On  the  31st  of  Angast  the  letters  of  Saperintendent  Steele  and  Acting  Hospital 
Sergeant  Mackay,  dated  Battleford,  24th  Aagnst,  enclosing  daily  sick  reports  for  the^ 
week  ending  at  that  date,  were  placed  in  my  hands  bv  the  Commissioner,  which  first 
revealed  to  me  the  condition  of  affairs  at  that  post,  when  I  immediately  forwarded  to 
the  Commissioner  my  report.  After  dearly  pointing  oat  from  the  symptomsr 
reoorded  ''that  this  fever  is  of  malarious  origin,*'  bat  *<that  some  few,  at 
least,  of  the  oases  have  passed  daring  their  coarse  into  typho- malarial  fever,"  I  direct 
attention  to  the  isflaences  which  alone  coald  accoant  for  the  presence  of  this  dan- 

Eroas  complication,  arging  immediate  attention  to  the  recommendations  made, 
caase  *'  the  mere  fact  that  typho-malarial  fever  is  present  in  the  post  implies  the 
existence  of  a  competent  caase»  and  shoald  lead  to  a  prompt  and  figoroos  removal 
and  disinfleotion  of  all  possible  and  sospeoted  soarees  of  contamination." 

These  saggestions  were  at  once  telegraphed  to  Battleford  by  the  Commissioner 
and  were  more  or  less  acted  apon  at  the  time  with  beneficial  results;  bat  much 
remained  to  be  done  T^hen  three  weeks  later  I  arrived  with  him  at  that  post. 

Having  already  given  expression  to  the  views  entertained  by  me  respecting  the^ 
specific  charaoter  and  exciting  cause  of  the  fever  prevailing  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year,  more  particularly  in  autumn,  throughout  various  portions  of  these  Territories  ^ 

Z'nions  based  not  alone  upon  personal  experience  and  long  familiarity  with  its 
racteristioA,  acquired  during  thirty-three  years  of  active  professional  life  in  a 
highly  malarious  and  extensive  district  of  Ontario  before  my  appointment  to  thia 
Force  five  years  ago;  but  on  a  careful  comparison  of  my  own  observations  withthosa 
of  the  most  eminent  and  enlightened  authorities  on  this  special  branch  of  patholo»ocal 
science  in  every  part  of  the  w'>rld,  during  the  last  hundred  years.  I  shonld  notagaior 
have  reverted  to  the  subject,  but  for  the  reference  made  to  it  by  Assistant  Surgeon 
Kennedy  in  his  annual  report  from  Macleod  for  the  current  year,  before  reading- 
whieh  I  was  not  aware  that  **  medical  men  throughout  the  Territories  entertain 
different  opinions  regarding  its  nature,  cause,  symptoms  and  treatment"  If  this  be 
really  so,  it  will,  I  think,  iSd  found  on  examination  that  these  alleged  dififerenoes  of 
opinion  are  mainly  due  to  the  different  degrees  of  general  knowledge,  experi- 
ence, aptitude  for  such  investigations,  opportunities,  &o.,  brought  to  oear 
by  differing^  individuals  upon  the  subject  of  malaria,  and  the  special  characteristics 
observable  in  diseases  dependent  solely  upon  its  presence  for  existence. 

In  the  report  here  referred  to,  Assistant-Surgeon  Kennedy  expresses  no  definite 
0|Hnion  respecting  it,  but  the  general  tenor  of  his  remarks  convejrs  the  impression 
that  he  regards  this  fever  as  one,  the  nature  and  specific  cause  of  which  have  not 
hitherto  been  accurately  observed  and  apprehended  ;  that  it  is,  in  fact,  an  anomal- 
cos  form  of  fever  peculiar  to  the  tract  of  country  indicated  by  him,  and  not  one 
universally  known  and  recognised  by  competent  professional  men  everywhere  at  the 
present  diiy,  and  in  this  assumption  recommends  that  '*  collective  investigation " 
into  all  available  knowledge  relating  to  it  be  made  by  assistant  surgeons  throughout 
the  force,  and  that  their  observations  and  records  may  be  ultimately  submitted  to 
thesenior  surgeon  for  careful  examination  and  analysis;  upon  which  materials  so 
obtained  he  considers  "  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  found  a  treatise  which  would 
pove  not  only  of  infinitive  service  to  the  medical  corps  of  the  Force,  but  a  valuable 
addition  to  medical  science." 

In  reply  to  this  suggestion  I  can  only  say  that  nothing  will  a£ford  me  greater 

pleasare  than  to  receive  from  every  one  of  the  Assistant  Surgeons  in  charge  of  posts 

throughout  my  medical  jurisdiction  an  accurate,  and  carefully  prepared  record  of 

i^biervationa  made  by^them  ba^ed  upon  oases  of  this  fever  occurring  at  various  out< 

;)Q8t8  under  their  own  special  superintendence,  which  might  also  be  contributed  over 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84 


tbeir  own  signatures  to  the  medical  periodicals  of  the  day,  for  which  the  senior 
«ar^eoD  will  be  glad  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  same  subject ;  not  only  becaikse 
-every  honest  effort  to  instruct  others  tends,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  eduoate  our- 
selves,  and  that  every  careful  observer  should  be  willing  to  contribute  his  miie^ 
however  small,  to  swell  the  sum  of  human  knowledge ;  but  because,  from  the  remarks 
made  by  Assistant  Surgeon  Kennedy,  it  would  appear  that  some,  at  least,  who  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  be  better  informed  are  still  ignorant  of  the  long  observed  aad 
iiniversally  recognized  cause  commonly  known  as ' 'malaria,"  which  throughout  extas- 
sive  but  clearly  defined  portions  of  the  earth's  surface,in  both  hemi6pheres,at  particsiar 
reasons  of  the  year  reign  supreme;  to  the  presence  of  which  exciting  cause  alone  the 
«  fever  "  now  under  consideration  is  unquestionally  due,  and,  in  the  absence  of  whicby 
■as  has  been  conclusively  demonstrated,  neither  this  endemic  fever,  variously  modi6ed 
as  it^will  be  by  the  climate,  season,  soil  and  physical  aspects  of  the  geogmplucal 
region  in  which  it  is  domiciled,  nor  any  other  of  the  well  known  kindred  affeotions 
^distinctly  traceable  to  the  same  malignant  Agency,  either  can  or  do  actually  anywhere 
exist ;  and  if  the^assertion  made  by  me  that'the  "fever  "  here  referred  to  as  recently 
prevailing  to  so  great  an  extent  at  Battleford,  and  to  a  less  degree,  but  from  the  same 
-cause,  at  Afacleod,  is  clearly  due  to  the  presence  of  *'  malaria  *'  is  questioned  by  any, 
I  would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  which  will  be  questioned  by  no  one  who  hasstodied 
its  characteristicB,  that  this  ^*  fever  is  invariably,  during  its  earlier  stages,  either  inter- 
mittent or  remittent  in  character,  and  that  it  is  no  longer  doubt^  by  competent 
observers  that  no  other  cause  in  the  absence  of  malaria  is  capable  of  producing  like 
results. 

If  the  above  facts  respecting  this  '*  fever  "  are  admitted,  as  I  venture  to  think 
they  will  be,  by  physicians  everywhere,  the  **  different  opinions  regard- 
ing its  nature,  cause,  symptoms  and  treatment,"  which  Assistant  Surgeon 
Kennedy  asserts,  ^*  medical  men  stationed  throughout  the  Territories  entertain,'*  will 
BO  longer  prove  a  stumbling  block  to  its  rational  understanding  and  treatment; 
because  when  once  its  nature  and  specific  cause  are  recognized  and  accepted,  the 
-couree  of  treatment  indicated  becomes  clear  to  everyone  capable  of  appreciating  sock 
knowledge,  oven  though,  as  must  often  be  the  case,  marked  differences  of  type  may 
be  observable  in  the  character  of  succeeding  epidemics,  even  when  occurring  in  the 
same  locality,  according  as  they  are  modified  by  the  season  at  which  they  occar — 
the  heat  and  dryness  of  the  preceding  summer,  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  habi- 
tudes of  those  exposed  to  their  influences. 

This  fever  is  no  stranger  to  scientific  men,  no  newly  discovered  form  of  disease 
peculiar  to  these  Territories,  the  elucidation  of  which,  as  Dr.  Kennedy  thinks  wonki 
prove  a  valuable  addition  to  medical  science,  but  one  long  intimately  observed  and 
diligently  studied,  wherever  through  the  varied  regions  of  the  habitable  earth  the 
footsteps  of  enlightened  men  have  trod.  The  almost  ubiquitous  exciting  cause,  to 
which  It  owes  ito  origin,  has  been  ever  increasingly  recognized  and  accepted  sioce 
first  in  lc)89  the  Italian  Lancisi  published  his  original  work  respecting  it.  thoogh  the 
steady  advance  of  knowledge  since  his  time,  and  especially  the  labors  of  Br.  Wiliiana 
Ferguson  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  have  added  greatly  to  our 
information  respecting  it,  and  have  cleared  out  some  errors  and  misapprehensions 
onder  which  Lancisi  necessarily  labored. 

This  fever  is  under  no  circumstances  contagious,  that  is,  communicable  from  man 
to  man,  though  a  number  of  cases  occurring  simultaneously  in  certain  localities  might 
lead  the  ill  informed  to  an  opposite  conclusion ;  it  therefore  never  becomes,  like  chol- 
era and  typhus  fever,  epidemic.  It  invariably  preserves  its  endemic  and  non-cont^ 
gious  character  even  in  its  most  virulent  forms.  It  is  found  prevailing  in  its  sea^nm 
.and  under  conditions  now  well  undei  stood,  within  pertain  clearly  defined  limiti^  on 
every  continent  and  the  majority  of  islands  between  the  latitudes  of  Iceland  and 
Terra-del-Fuego,  ana  throughout  all  decrees  of  longitude,  variously  modified  by 
climatic  and  atmospheric  conditions,  locaiinfluences,  tbe  prevailing  temperature,  tlm. 
nature  of  the  soil  and  its  elevation,  &c.  Its  effects,  as  a  rule,  increase  in  intensity  aa 
we  approach  the  equator,  but  are  everywhere  intensified  by  the  long  c<mtinaance  oC 
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4  high  temparatare,  aod  are  nnfavorably  modified,  often  to  a  very  fatal  degree  by 
the  aooesBibility  of  its  habitat  to  eea  or  Balioe  water,  aA  in  the  Tasoan  Maremms^ 
(wbence  we  derive  its  name  *'  maFaria  ")  and  the  tidal  marshes,  bayoe  and  emboai- 
ohares  of  rivers  common  to  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  and  Soath  America,  of  Afrieft 
aod  of  Asia. 

It  is  the  same  fever  as  that  which,  in  1794,  prostrated  so  large  a  proportion  of  oar 
army  encamped  at  Bosendaal  and  Oosterhont  in  Holland,  where  the  soil  is  a  level  plaiv 
of  saDd  or  silt,  with  a  perfectly  dry  snrface  and  little  vegetation,  much  of  the  samo 
character  as  that  of  the  plateau  on  which  the  post  at  Bittleford  stands,  and  of  maob 
of  the  valley  below  it,  but  containing  more  moistare.  It  is  the  same  fever  which,  as 
recorded  by  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  raged  as  a  deadly  pestilence  among  onr  troops 
encamped  on  the  island  of  Watcheron  in  1809,  where  the  soil  is  precisely  similar; 
jet,  "altera  hot  and  dry  summer,  the  force  saffered  to  a  degree  almost  nnpreoe* 
dented  in  the  annals  of  warfare." 

"  After  the  battle  of  Talavera/'  as  we  learn  from  Sir  Thomas  Watson  and  Dr. 
Wm.  Ferguson,  *'  the  army  retreated  aloog  th<f  course  of  the  Gaardiana  River  into  the 
plains  of  Estramadura.  The  country  was  so  arid  and  dry  for  want  of  rain  that  ibs 
Gnardiaoa  iiself  and  all  the  smaller  streams  had  ceased  to  flow  and  were  no  mor^ 
than  detached  pools  in  the  courBe:^  that  had  formerly  been  rivers"  (a  condition 
closely  resembling  that  of  immense  expanses  of  the  greit  valley  of  the  Saskatchewan 
and  mach  of  tiie  country  surrounding  Battleford  during  the  autumn  months  of  1886, 
and  in  a  less  degree  the  vali^  of  the  '*  Old  Man's  Kiver,"  stretching  westward  lh>m 
Macieod  during  the  same  period).  Yet  there*  continues  Dr.  Ferguson,  '*  the  trooper 
soffered  from  remittent  lever  of  such  destructive  malignity  that  the  enemy  and  all 
Europe  believed  the  British  host  was  extirpated." 

Bat  elevated  and  ordinarily  salubrious  situations  may  sufifor  from  a  like  infliotioa 
if,  as  in  the  caso  at  Battleford  and  Macieod,  Ihey  lie  in  the  direct  line  of  the  prevailing 
winds  which  come  to  them,  afcer  unusually  hot  and  dry  summers,  over  arid  flats,  dried 
up  Qiamhes  and  old  river  beds,  eq^tending  to  great  distances  on  their  windward  sidei. 

A  very  severe  outbreak  of  this  fever  occurred  amooi;  our  troops  at  Ciudad  Bod* 
rigo,  which  is  situated  on  the  high,  rocky  bank  of  the  Biver  Agneda,  a  bare,  open, 
hollow  country  lying  at  some  considerable  distance  to  the  westward,  *'  which,  loter 
having  been  flooded  in  the  rainy  season,  had  become  as  hard,  barren  and  dry  as  a  briclr 
ground/'  but  fi;om  which,  borne  by  the  prevailing  winds,  **  there  arose  to  our  troops  a 
fever  which,  for  malignity  of  type,  could  only  l^  matched  by  that  before  mentioned 
ODthe  Guardiana." 

But  there  is  another  condition  under  which  elevated  and  ordinarily  dry  ranges  of 
country,  such  as  are  common  throughout  these  Territories  and  over  large  expandons 
of  Central  Asia,  become  subject  to  very  severe  forms  of  the  same  endemic  fever« 
namely,  when  after  an  unusually  wet  spring  and  summer,  the  autumn  months  aro 
intensely  hot  and  dry.  I  know  of  elevated,  dry  and  ordinarily  healthful  regions  of 
Ontario  which  have  more  than  onpe,  within  my  own  experience,  sufifered  from 
severe  malarial  endemics  under  these  conditions.  The  same  thing  has  occasionally 
happened  at  Gibraltar,  and  more  frequently  on  the  high  and  rocky  islands  of  Minorca, 
Sicily,  Sardinia  and  the  Cyclades,  and  will  hereafter,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  theaoi 
Territories  become  more  intimately  known  and  inhabited,  be  found  prevailing  darii^ 
certain  seaiM>ns  over  vast  expanses  of  high,  rolling  country  when  these  ooDditiona^ 
essential  to  its  presence  everywhere  concur  to  favour  its  development. 

That  malaria,  pure  aod  simple,  constituted  the  prime  exciting  cause  of  the 
severe  endemic  fevers  already  adverted  to,  no  well  informed  physician  at  the  pre* 
sent  day  questions,  but  in  the  light  of  later  knowledge  it  may  be,  at  least,  suspected 
that  in  the  specially  fatal  instances  recorded  as  occnrriog  where  large  boJies  of 
troops  were  crowded  tos^ther  in  naturally  unhealthy  encampmeits,  in  the  presence 
of  an  enemy,  the  baneful  Influences  of  malaria  were  fatally  intensified  and  compK^ 
cated  by  the  addition  of  poisonous  miasmatic  emanations  begotten  by  the  decomposi- 
tion under  heat  and  moisture  of  the  various  animal  refuse  and  excreta  incident  to 
the  neighborhood  of  all  camps  under  like  conditions;  to  a  combioation  of  whiok 
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cansefi,  it  is  now  well  known,  the  deadly  endemic  fever  which  decimated  the  American 
army  of  the  Potomac  in  1862,  in  the  fatal  swamps  of  the  Ghickahoming,  sinoo  tiieo 
known  everywhere  as  "  typho-malaria "  fever,  was  very  largely  to  be  attribntel 
Xhe  very  same  complicated  form  of  fever  is  capable  of  being  developed  under  analo- 
gous conditions,  as  we  have  already  more  than  once  been  radely  reminded,  in  all 
^ties,  posts,  encampments  and  even  isolated  honses  situated  in  the  malarious  districts, 
where  the  strict  observance  of  sanitary  regulations  during  such  seasons  is  neglected. 

In  illustration  of  the  principles  I  have  here  endeavored  concisely  to  explain,  1 
may  mention  the  fact  that  during  the  past  season  only  two  or  three  mild  cases  of 
intermittent  of  a  few  days*  duration  have  occurred  at  Begina,  which  post  during  the 
same  months  of  1885  suffered  from  the  prolonged  invasion  of  a  malignant  form  of 
malarial  remittent,  modified  by  the  unfavorable  conditions  referred  to  in  my  report 
for  that  year;  and  our  present  immunity,  after  an  abnormally  hot  and  dry  season  ia 
to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  extremly  small  rainfall  over  a  country  pretematurally 
dry,  and  the  maintenance  at  a  high  and  uniform  level,  by  means  of  a  dam  oonatructed 
at  some  distance  below  it,  of  the  water 4n  the  creek  running  past  the  post,  which  would 
otherwise,  as  in  former  and  equally  rainless  summers,  have  altogether  disappeared, 
exposing  its  dry  channel  and  the  adjacent  uncovered  flats  to  the  intense  heat  of  the 
July,  August  and  September  sun. 

In  the  foregoing  pages  I  have  barely  touched  upon  this  important  subject,  bat 
have  said  more  than  I  originally  intended,  more  perhaps  than  may  be  considered 
necessary  in  a  general  report  of  this  nature  ;  but  it  is  a  subject  the  importance  of 
which,  in  its  relation  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  Force  stationed  at  various 
remote  posts  throughout  these  Territories,  over  which  I  have  been  considered- 
eompetcnt  to  preside  medically,  cannot  be  over  estimated,  and  its  insertion 
in  my  annual  report  will  be  more  likely  to  bring  it  within  the  notice  of  those  espec- 
ially interested  in  maintaining  its  health  and  sanitation  than  a  more  labored  article 
contributed  to  the  medical  press,  and  may  be  the  means  of  inducing  some,  at  least,  to 
look  more  deeply  into  the  subject  to  which  it  specially  refers,  and  on  which  so  much 
that  deserves  careful  study  has  been  written. 

More  than  one  of  our  posts  throughout  the  North-West  Territories  have  suffered 
during  past  seasoDS  from  endemic  malarial  fever,  from  which,  under  certain  con> 
ditions  at  present  beyond  our  control,  they  cannot  altogether  escape  ;  but  the  more 
deadly  form  of  fever  known  as  the  *Hypo-malarial,"  of  which  instances  too  fre- 
quently occur,  may  be  averted  altogether  by  a  strict  observance  and  enforcement  of 
sanitary  laws — because  this  complex,  protracted  and  often  fatal  fever  requires  for  its 
generation,  not  malaria  only,  but  the  presence,  in  addition  to  malaria,  of  putrid 
animal  miasmata. 

We  have  at  present  in  these  Territories,  exclusive  of  small  detached  outposts,, 
eight  considerable  posts,  namely.  Begina,  Prince  Albert,  Battleford,  Fort  Saskatohe- 
wan,  Calgary,  Macleod,  Lethbridge  and  Maple  Creek,  at  each  of  which  an  assistant 
surgeon  should  be  stationed.  To  supply  this  demand  we  have  at  present  five  assis- 
tant surgeons  ;  one  post,  namely,  Maple  Greek,  being  left  in  charge  of  Staff- Sergeant. 
Holme,  whose  term  of  service  expires  early  next  spring;  the  posts  at  Prince  Albert, 
Calgary  and  Lethbridge  being  at  present  under  the  medical  charge  of  local  civil 
practitioners.  It  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  an  assistant  su^eon  were  appointed 
to  each  of  these  posts.  Calgary,  especially,  should  have  one.  There  is  no  diffioolty 
in  obtaining,  as  1  hav^  already  shown,  competent,  capable  and  trustworthy  men,  of 
<diaraoter  and  reputation,  to  fill  theee  positions,  beginning  at  a  very  reasonable 
aalary.  Some  arrangement  must  be  made  for  Maple  Greek  before  Sergt.  Holme 
retires  ;  and,  if  others  are  appointed,  I  ^ould  recommend  that  Assistant  Surgeon 
Aylen  be  placed  in  charge  of  Calgary  ;  he  is  a  capable  and  thoroughly  trustworthy 
man,  and  the  post  is  an  important  one,  requiring  the  constant  presence  of  a  medical 
officer,  which  cannot  be  the  case  when  it  is  dependent  on  acivil  practitioner,  whose 
duties  necessarily  take  him  away  at  times  when  he  may  be  urgently  required,  i^*^  j$ 

An  unusually  large  number  of  men  have  been  invalided  duTicg  the  year  ending 
1st  Seoember,  1886.    A  lifet  of  theec,  thirty  four  in  number,  will  be  found  in  **  Schedule- 
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Ha  1,"  to  which  I  defiire  to  draw  your  epeoial  attentioiu  An  ezamiDatioQ  of  thi» 
■Aedole  reveals  the  faot  that  of  these  thir^-fonr  no  less  than  twenty-five  wer» 
invalided  either  for  diseases  with  which  they  were  admitted  to  the  Force  by  ezamin- 
ing  snrgeons,  or  which,  snoh  as  rheamatism  and  syphilis,  they  had  suffered  flrom 
previoas  to  their  enlistment,  the  first  of  which  is  extremely  liable  to  recnrrenee  from 
exposure,  and  the  second,  to  the  appearance  of  secondary  stertiary  affections  after 
varioas  periods.  Of  the  remaining  nine,  one  was  not  re  examined  on  his  arrival  at 
Begina,  and  may  like  many  others  rejected  for  the  same  disease  on  reexamination, 
have  entered  the  Force  with  '*  hernia."  A.nd  a  second  was  a  '*  chronic  malingerer,'^ 
who  had  exhausted  every  device  to  escape  duty  since  he  entered  the  Force  and  was 
quite  capable  of  producing  artificially  the  condition  of  the  ear  for  which  he  wa» 
finally  invalided  or  discharged  as  unserviceable. 

mt  leaving  the  last  two  out  of  t^e  question  and  assuming  that  all  those  not 
included  in  the  twenty-five  above  mentioned  were  really  unfit  for  service  and  incura- 
Ues  from  diseases  acquired  after  admission  to  the  Force,  the  number  of  those  whoia 
it  woald  have  been  found  necessary  to  '*  invalid,*'  had  they  been  rigidly  and  scrupul- 
oody  examined  before  admission,  would  have  been  reduced  to  nine-tenths  of  one  per 
cent  for  the  whole  Force.  And  I  am  satisfied  that  some  even  of  these,  amounting  to 
at  least  15  per  cent,  might  have  been  rendered  fit  ior  service  had  they  not  determined 
to  make  their  ailmdhts  a  means  of  escaping  from  their  engagements. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  schedule  referred  to,  which  has  been  prepared  not 
without  labor,  will  indicate  more  strongly  than  any  verbal  representation  made  by 
me,  the  necessity  for  using  greater  judgment  in  the  selection  of  examining  surgeons, 
the  medical  examination  of  recruits  being  often  very  insufficiently  peiformed.  I 
would  also  recommend  that  the  following  questions  be  asked  in  addition  to  those 
already  contained  in  the  medical  examination  papers,  and  the  utmost  care  taken  to 
lee  that  they  are  all  answered  correctly  and  truthfully,  namely,  has  the  applicant 
ever  suffered  from  any  of  the  following  affections  :  1,  Bhenmatism  ?  *2,  Syphilis  ?* 
3,  Hamoptyses  ?  4,  Epilepsy  ?  If  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  he  has,  he  should 
be  rejected  without  hesitation. 

In  compliance  with  the  recommendation  made  in  my  annaal  |*eport  for  1885, 
all  men  regarded  as  incurable,  and  therefore  unserviceable  at  the  oatposts,  have, 
daring  the  past  year  (with  the  exception  of  some  one  or  two  invalided  by 
Assistant  Surgeon  Kennedy,  at  Macleod),  been  sent  down  to  headquarters  to  l>e^ 
invalided,  with  the  result  that  nearly  one-half  of  those  so  sent  down,  have,  after 
kmger  or  shorter  treatment  been  *•  returned  to  duty,"  the  recomtnendation  having 
been  apparently  taken  advantage  of  to  send  all  troublesome  cases  that  were  capable 
of  travelling,  to  headquarters  for  treatment,  with  many  who  only  feigned  illness  and 
were  not  actually  sick  at  all.  Out  of  one  batch  of  twenty-five  sent  down  from  Battle- 
iMd  and  Calgary,  to  be  invalided  for  various  nominal  diseases,  fourteen  were  given 
their  choice,  to  revurn  to  full  duty  forthwith,  or  to  go  to  the  guard  room,  at  hard 
labor,  and  elected  the  former.  They  were  simply  impudent  malingerers,  who  had 
hitherto  succeeded  in  deceiving  the  medical  officers  at  the  posts.  Bat  while  this- 
ngulation  has  tended  to  show  how  necessary  it  is  that  no  man  should  be  invalided, 
except  from  headquarters,  it  has  at  the  i^ame  time  largely  swelled  the  sick  lists  at 
Begins,  because,  not  only  those  invalids,  but  every  man  who  appears  on  the  daily 
sick  ifeports,  for  the  moet  trifiiog  ailment,  such  as  constipation  or  trivial  relaxation  or 
the  bowels  is  entered  upon  the  hospital  books,  from  which  the  annual  report  is  subse- 
qently  compiled.  And  these  books  have  been  kept  in  such  manner  daring  the 
lereater  part  of  the  year  now  expired,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  trust- 
worthy information  from  them.  Since  the  arrival  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Bolph  at  this 
post,  on  17 th  September,  «886,  some  effort  has  been  made  to  kaep  them  more  accur- 
ately. But,  notwithstanding  ^this,  the  sick  report  now  forwarded,  presents  an 
aaount  of  sickness  far  in  excess  of  what  the  true  foots  woald  substantiate,  were  it 

Kiible  to  obtain  them.    The  errors  discovered  in  making  out  this  list,  rendering  it 
hly  probable  that  others  equally  important  may  have  escaned  detection.     This 
aiek  report  is  now  f(»  warded  with  the  annual  report  of  Assistant  Sargeon  Bolph,  wha 
deelines  to  be  responsible  for  its  accuracy. 
7a-.  6 
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If  I  am  called  to,  Ottawa  dnriDg  the  present  winter  with  Triation  to  the  hospilil 
'  sapplies.  I  shall  have  an  opportanity  of  speaking  at  greater  length  on  this  and  < 
^matters  relating  to  v^  dnties  in  the  North- West^  and  of  offering  some  i 
respecting  these  reports. 

The  following  reports  for  1886  are  herewith  forwarded: — 

Annual  Report  of  Assistant  Sargeon  Kennedy  for  Hadeod,  and  Siok  Bepori. 

Annual  Report  of  Assistant  Sargeon  Miller  for  Battleford. 

Annnal  Report  of  Assistant  Sargeon  Baldwin  for  Battleford. 

Annual  Report  of  Assistant  Sargeon  Rolph  for  Begina^  and  Sick  Report. 

Annual  Report  of  Assistant  Sargeon  Aylen  for  Fort  Saskatohewan,  and   Siok 
Beport. 

Annual  Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Sargeon  Henderson  for  Oalgary^  and  Siok 
Report  » 

Annual  Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Bain  for  Prince  Albert,  and  8Uk 
Beport. 

Annual  Beport  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Mewbum  for  Lethbridge,  and  Skdk 
Report. 

Annual  Report  of  Staff  Sergeant   Holme  for  Maple  Greek,  and  Sick  Beport. 

Annual  Beport  of  Staff  Sergeant  Hazelton  of  the  Sick  of  <<  B"  Division  while  at 
Wood  Mountain, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant^ 

A.  JX7KES, 

:L.  W.  HsROHHiB,  Beq^ 

^   Commissioner  North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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SoHiDULB  No.  L — ShowiDg  Men  Invalided  in  1886. 


NAmes. 


ContiabUM. 

Fieldi  SaniQBl  •••••. 
Bo88,G.M 

Lothrop,  Wm 

McRft^  !!..•••••••«•••• 

Donneujy  J ^ 

Godwin,  W.  H^.... 

DftTis,  B.  F ^. 

Dnfresne,  OTida... 
Wiliiama,  Wm...... 

Oowan,  S.  / 

Johnstoiie,  B 

Huot,  T.  K  . ......... 

PAtrick,  J.  S...... 

UnwiOi  R.  8  •••••••• 

vVMOi   U. ...«••  .••«.. 

FrederiekiyF.. ...... 

figAOi  John  •  ....MM. 

Oinick.  &  .  ....M.. 

PbUUpB,  A.  O ...... 

BolDuiflon.  J 

Poeock]  H.  R.  A, 
BunderiAnd,  W... 
WoodhoQM,  8  ^, 
OAttBimll,  0....... 

MowAtt,  G. .. 


Cotter,  W.  I.. 
Prto^  J.  W..*... 
AdAint,0. ...... 

SptnoAr,  J.  Gk  « 


WhArtoii,F. 


u 

*8 

£ 
i 

1 

)B 

a 

1-4 

9 

g 

s 

^ 

1886. 

1758 

April  27 
do  29 

1168 

1271 

May  10 

1662 

do  10 

1376 

do  10 

1171 

do  11 

666 

do  11 

•  .»..M 

do  12 

841 

do  11 

1374 

June  10 

1467 

do  10 

1601 

M.  a  •....* 

1676 

Jnne  7 

1019 

do   7 

1246 

Ang.  8 

1241 

do  13 

1496 

do  13 

1162 

Sept  13 

720 

Oct.  14 

1691 

do  16 

1107 

Wot.  10 

836 

do  10 

1067 

do   6 

1732 

do   6 

1627 

do   6 

1886. 

1646 

Dec  8 

1648 

do   8 

1212 

do   8 

1673 

Jan.  22 

1726 

do  16 

1198 

Dec  - 

1724 

/AH.  28 

1886. 

1327 

Dec  8 

DiseAM. 


VArix  .... 

Imperfeet  traniition  of  both  tee- 

uoiee  ......M  «....M..  •  M.««*  ••• 

VAriz ^...... . . 

Feeble  And  unfit  for  lerTioe. 
NASo-phiyngeAl  OAtarrh ...... 

Uerni A ■  .M..Ma  ......m.  ..mm...  m. 

RhenmAtiim 

DjipepilA  from  lots  oi  aU  molAre 
VAnz ........ .. 

do 

VArieooele .... 
Diseeeed  OATB 

Phthisie  ....... 

YAriz..... 

Aithma  .......M «...••.. 

Ohronie  mAlinserer 
Ohronie  bronchitii 
Olironicijphilia. ... 

HemiA  ........  m...  •• 

No  difOAee ;  ilionld  nerer  Iiato 

been  Acpepted •«... 

Frozen  feet .—^,»; 

AlbnminnriA  .........  ^.-,- 

Old  injnrr  And  deformi^  • 
BhenmAuim  ■•••,— ^tm*——^ 
Injnrj  to  liAod  ••m.m..  ...... 


Old  iajnrj  of  ipine  ;  enuhed  be- 
tween two  imilWAJ  CAN  ^....•.. 
Ohronie  plenritie  with  tnppnr- 

Avion  .«..•  ......... .  »»9»——  •..».< 

In  mj  opinion  a  mAlingerer*. 


Phthisis  ..... .. 

Old  wound  of  hAnd  ;  diiAbled... 


M....  ...«•*    ......... 


Ohronie  sjphilia.. 
BlienmAticlieArt. 


Rhenmatism. 


X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 


X 
X 


X 
X 


X 
X 


X 
X 
X 
X 


Sent  down  from  Calfarj. 

Regina. 
Battleford. 

do 

do 
.  do       not  re-ezaoiBAi., 

do  do 

do 

do  do 

Lethbridgc 

do 
Invalided  bj  KeaMdy.  at 

MaoUod. 
BatUeford. 
Begina. 

OiOgary. 

do 

do 
Madeod. 

BatUeford. 
Prinoe  Albert* 

do 

do 


Battlefbrd ;  re-ezamiaed. 

Regina ;  a  new  reemit. 
Begina ;  not  le-ezamiaed  ; 

inralided    hj  AmL-Sm* 

geoB  Baldwin. 
Inyalided  by  Dr.  Baldwin. 

Game  np  with  aente  i 
Oame  np  with  iti 


BeginiL 


A,  JUKBS.  M3., 

Semcr  aiurgemu 
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APPENDIX  0. 

ANNUAL  BBPORT  OP  ASSISTANT  SUEGBON  KENNEDY. 

Maolsod,  1st  December,  1886. 

Sib, — In  accordance  with  your  instrnctioDs,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  here- 
with the  annnal  medical  report  for  this  post  for  1886. 

A  general  surrey  of  the  appendix  conveys  the  impression  that  there  has  been 
rather  more  than  the  average  amount  of  sickness  doriug  the  past  year,  an  impression 
which  on  close  examination  proves  to  be  well  founded.  Regarding  the  nature  and 
oanses  of  this  excess  of  ill-health,  I  will  have  some  remarks  to  make  after  I  have 
briefly  reviewed  the  monthly  sick  reports. 

For  the  sake  of  convenience  the  medical  year  is  reckoned  from  the  30th  o( 
November.  Commenciug  then  with  the  month  of  December,  it  is  found  that  there 
were  8  oases  of  fever,  one  of  which  was  convalescent  from  November,  and  therefore 
shown  on  the  report  for  1835.  The  fever  cases  were  not  of  a  serious  type  and  were 
easily  checked  by  appropriate  treatment.  Excepting  one  case  of  erysipelas,  there  is 
iSiotiiung  else  worthy  of  note  in  the  record  of  the  month,  the  other  diseases  being  for 
the  most  part  those  incidental  to  the  season. 

In  January,  besides  eleven  cases  of  fever  of  the  same  class  as  that  of  December, 
there  are  four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  on  the  report.  This  fever  was  undoubtedly  im- 
ported from  the  east  by  <<  H  "  Divison  which  arrived  here  in  December.  All  of  thee^ 
oases,  together  with  one  which  appeared  in  February,  were ''  H ''  Division  men,  and 
all  recovered  in  due  time.  The  advantage  of  a  good  hospital  was  at  this  time 
thoroughly  realized,  for  with  six  other  patients  in  hospital,  1  was  able  to  so  well 
isolate  the  scarlet  fever  patients,  as  to  prevent  the  disease  from  spreading  not  only 
In  the  barracks;  but  among  the  other  patients  in  the  hospital  itself. 

February  and  March  present  nothing  of  interest ;  save  five  cases  of  fever  aod  the 
praiotical  termination  of  the  scarlet  fever.  I  might  perhaps  mention  a  very  severe 
case  of  concussion  of  the  brain— Corp.  Young— the  result  of  a  fall  from  a  horse. 

During  April,  May,  June,  July  and  August,  the  health  of  the  post  was  very 
fiur,  there  being  nothing  of  interest;  save  one  severe  case  of  fever,  which  lasted 
during  July  and  August. 

In  September,  however,  the  arrival  of  "  D  "  Division  from  Battleford  marked 
the  re*appearance  of  a  fever,  which  has  kept  our  hands  busily  employed  up  to  the 
moment  of  writing.  Four  cases  were  taken  into  hospital  immediately  on  the  arrival 
d  the  division.  Of  these  three  had  been  ill  for  four  days  on  the  march,  and  one  Sm* 
twelve.  The  latter.  Constable  Oollinii,  was  so  debilitated  that  his  vital  powers  were 
unequal  to  the  task  of  rallying,  and  despite  the  most  careful  nursing  and  the  ffener- 
OU8  administration  of  stimulants,  he  continued  to  sink  antil  his  death  on*  the  fnd  of 
Ootober.    I  have  already  furnished  you  with  a  more  detailed  report  of  his  case. 

The  fever  which  appeared  on  the  arrival  of  '<  D"  Division  was  not  confined  to^ 
that  division,  for  out  of  a  total  of  twelve  cases  occurring  in  September,  October  aiMl 
November,  seven  were  belonging  to^D"  and  five  to  **H"  Division.  There  are 
now  in  hospital  seven  eases,  six  being  convalescent,  and  the  remaining  one  almost  so.. 

Coni|ultiDg  the  appendix  again,  it  is  found  that  there  are  recorded  in  all  thirty- 
eiglit  cases  of  fever.  Of  these  thirty-eight,  one  was  convalescent  from  last  year^ 
twenty*four  were  ol  a  mild  type,  and  thirteen  severe.    Of  the  latter  one  died. 

Now,  regarding  this  fever,  of  which  so  much  has  been  written  and  said,  I  have 
had  eight  years'  experience  of  it  in  different  parts  of  the  Territories,  and  I  think  I 
may  safely  claim  the  right,  probably  for  the  last  time,  to  be  heard  on  the  subject  I 
do  not  propose  to  put  forward  opinions,  but  simply  to  state  a  few  facts,  and  to  make 
a  aoffgestion  which,  impressed  as  I  am  with  its  importance,  I  most  earnestly  trust 
will  te  acted  upon. 
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The  facts  are  briefly  these :  Throagho^t  the  whole  coantry,  from  Begina  on  the 
^east  to  the  Booky  Moantains  on  the  west,  and  from  the  international  boandary  line 
to  the  Saskatchewan  (and  beyond  it,  for  anght  I  know)  there  is  prevalent  a  fever 
which  annually  caofies  a  large  amoant  of  sickness  among  the  men  of  oar  Force.  Leav^ 
ing  oat  of  the  qaestion  typhoid  fever,  which  has  a  definite  caase  to  which  it  can  be 
generally  traced,  I  believe  that  the  main  features  of  this  fever  are  common  to  all 
cases.  Medical  men  stationed  throaghoat  the  Territories,  however,  entertain  differ- 
ent opinions  regarding  its  nature,  caase,  symptoms  and  treatment  Believing,  as  I 
do,  that  the  essential  features  of  the  fever  are  the  same  in  all  parts,  varied  only  by 
locality  and  environment,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  possible,  not  only  to  reconcile 
varying  opinions  and  to  give  each  practitioner  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in  him, 
but  in  doing  so  to  afford  a  material  assistance  to  the  futare  saocessfol  treatment  of 
tiie  disease. 

Collective  investigation  offers  this  solution.  Let  the  senior  surgeon  be  authoriaed 
to  instruct  assistant  surgeons  to  make  and  keep  an  accarate  record  of  each  case,  suck 
record  to  be  accompani^  by  a  properly  kept  temperature  chart  Let  every  symptom 
be  noted  with  the  utmost  care  and  the  treatment  given  in  detail — in  short,  let  the 
history  of  every  case  be  complete  from  its  inception  to  its  termination.  Let  these 
records  be  forwarded  to  the  senior  surgeon  at  the  expiration  of  the  year,  and,  if  pro- 
perly classified  and  worked  up,  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  found,  upon  the  matenals 
so  obtained,  a  treatise  which  woald  prove  not  only  of  infinite  service  to  the  medical 
corps  of  the  Force,  bat  a  valuable  addition  to  medical  science. 

My  impression  of  the  importance  of  this  suggestion  (which  alone  has  induced 
me  to  ventnre  to  make  it)  may  not  be  shared  by  others,  but  I  sincerely  trast  it  will 
be  carried  out,  as  I  am  satisfied  it  will  redound  to  the  welfare  of  the  Force. 

Beturning  now  to  the  appendix,  the  next  item  which  attracts  attention  is  that 
of  rheumatism,  of  which  there  are  forty-one  cases.  This  is  a  large  number,  but  there 
were  only  two  cases  of  any  severity,  the  others  being  sab  acote  and  chronic.  One 
was  sent  to  Begina  for  farther  examination  by  the  senior  sargeon^  Besides  this 
<M»e,  four  others  with  different  diseases  were  sent  to  Begina  for  the  same  purpose 
and  two  were  invalided  direct. 

The  average  daily  number  of  patients  in  hospital  and  off  daty  daring  this  year 
was  eight,  being  a  percentage  of  aboat  five.  The  daily  sick  report  averaged  thirteen 
which  is  a  little  over  eight  per  cent.  This  inclades  all  cases  of  "  light  duty  "  and 
«  medicine  and  duty." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A,  KENNEDY, 

Assiitant  Swrgemu 
To  the  Commissioner, 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


92 


NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
OiNSRAL  Siok  Beport  for  the  Year  1885^6. 


Diaeasea. 


Number 

of 
Caies. 


General  DUea$€$, 


99WtT. 


Scarlet  fever..-. 
Blieiiinfttisiii... 
Fnronealar  Die 
SrjsipelM ....... 


DUeatet  iff  the  Orgrnne  t^  Circulation 
and  Re^ration, 


Cold 

ToDBilitis  .••..... 
Pain  in  chest... 
TarieoBe  7ein8 
Pleorisy... 


JHieates  <ifike  Organs  of  Digestion, 


DiarrboBa 

Congtipation... 

JNlionsness. 

Hnmorrhoids . 
Djtpeptia 

Colic 

Sorv  throat . 
Qaftcitif 


Dieeame  qf  Nervoue  Sytien 


Headache. 

Karache , 

Toothache f—.,*»> 

Kenraigia 

Pain  in  back.  .....  -... 

Ooncnf  Bion  of  brain . 
Vertigo 


Dieeaeee  oj  the  Qeniio^Urimry  Syetem 


BabOf  Bympathetic 

Irritability  of  bladder., 


Surgery  and  Minor  Surgery. 


Sprain  «—••■•«•••.. 

Chafe.. 

Bmiie...... 

Indaed  wound... 

Bite ^. 

ContoBion 

FrpBt  bite  ......... 

Whitloe ....... 

Ottorrhoea ... 

Boms 

Minor  ailmenta 

Tianmaty  injury  of  nrithea*. 
jiernia  .....*..•  ••.......•..*.•.  ..•••. 


S8 

6 
41 
30 

5 


107 
4 
2 
2 
2 


48 
4 
33 
13 
3 
8 
1 
1 


3 
3 
19 
10 
6 
1 
1 


49 

10 
2 
9 
6 

34 
2 
4 
1 
I 

11 
1 
1 


Number 

of 
Days. 


827 

209 

401 

95 

23 


272 

8 

2 

2 

10 


72 

39 

51 

142 

3 

8 

10 

5 


10 
7 
30 
11 
18 
41 


Arerage 
Duration. 


224 


373 

68 

4 

102 

88 

237 

8 

80 

41 

8 

13 

14 

20 


16} 

40 
10 
6 


P 

2 
5 


2 
7 
2 

11 
3 
2 

10 
5 


3 
2 

1* 

3 

41 


23 
28 


? 

2 
11 

7 

7 

2 

5 
41 

8 

1 

14 
20 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


I  died;  5  oonTalescingin  boepital;. 
2  in  hospital ;  30  returned  to  dn^. 


Special  reporU 


2  sent  to  Regina» 


[nralided. 


Sent  to  Begina. 


FoET  MoLiOD,  30th  November,  1886. 


Q.  A.  KENNEDY, 
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APPENDIX  P. 


ANNUAL  BBPORT  OP  ASSISTANT  SUfMSEON  MILLER  ^ 

MusKowPiTUNQ,  IGtby  December,  1886. 

SoLf — ^In  acoordanoe  with  inatraotions  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following^ 
aaniifd  report : — 

At  Prince  Albert  daring  the  winter  there  were  very  few  cases  of  sickness 
amongst  the  men,  two  of  these  were  typho-malarial  (mono tain  fever)  and  made 
good  recoveries. 

On  the  11th  April  I  left  Prince  Albert  for  Fort  Hacleod,  reaching  that  poat  oa 
the  afternoon  of  the  21st. 

Mj  instractions  from  yon  were  to  report  from  there  on  the  22nd. 

After  having  had  medical  charge  of  Fort  Macleod  for  a  month,  I  left  that  post 
for  Battleford,  as  instrnoted,  on  the  22nd  of  May,  arriving  at  the  latter  place  on  the 
28th  of  May. 

There  were  not  many  cases  of  sickness  at  Fort  Macleod  daring  the  time  I  was 
stationed  there.  Only  one  case  of  moantaio  fever  (malarial  typhoid)  was  treated  by 
me  daring  that  time,  and  the  patient  who  made  a  good  recovery  was  an  oatsider. 

Daring  the  sammer  months  the  heat  was  very  intense  and  droaght  prevailed  ; 
swamps  were  dried  ap  and  typho-malaria  (moantain  fever)  was  developed  in  tho 
neighborhood  early  in  Jaly. 

The  officers  and  men  in  the  barracks  suffered  fK>m  it  The  town  famished  a 
number' of  cases,  and  residents  on  the  reserves  were  affected  by  it 

Saperintendent  MacDonnell  was  the  onlv  officer  who  escaped  altogether.  Three  . 
of  the  men  died  from  it,  Constables  Bammerneld,  Starge  and   Mason.    Constable  A. 
£.Oowan  was  drowned  in  Battle  Biver.  Sanitary  precautions  were  carefnlly  observed 
and  every  means  ased  to  promote  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  those  who  were  ilL 

Qainine,  medical  comforts,  stimalants,  beef  tea  and  milk  were  jadioioasly 
administered. 

Leave  having  been  granted  me,  I  left  the  Battleford  post  at  the  end  of  September^ 
in  care  of  Dr.  Baldwin,  to  whom  the  medical  charge  was  transferred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfally  years, 


To  the  Commissioner, 

North- West  Moanted  Police, 
Begina. 


BOBEBT  MILLBB,  M.D.C.M. 
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APPENDIX   E. 


ANNUAL  BBPORT  OP  ASSISTANT  SUBGEON  BALDWIN. 

Battlivobd,  30th  November,  1886. 

SiBy^I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  30Ck 
jTovember,  1886. 

On  my  joining  the  Foroe  in  November,  1885, 1  was  stationed  at  Begina,  whevt 
I  performed  the  dnties  of  post  sorgeon  until  25th  August,  1886,  with  the  ezoeptiiHt 
of  a  few  days  in  July,  when  I  was  attaohed  to  '*  F  "  IMvision,  under  SaperintendMii 
Perry,  during  their  stay  at  Begina  and  Long  Lake,  the  principal  medical  officer 
relieving  me  of  my  duties  as  post  surgeon  while  I  was  attaohed  to  that  division. 

In  December,  1885,  there  were  two  oases  of  infectious  disease— scarlet  fever, 
which  occurred  among  the  recruits  brought  from  the  Ekai  by  Inspector  Howe.  Tke 
patients  were  carefully  isolated  and  made  a  quick  recovery,  no  more  cases  occurriBg. 

Daring  the  winter  and  early  spring  the  daily  sick  reports  contained  no  vcrj 
serious  cases,  and,  when  the  unavoidably  crowded  condition  of  the  barrack  roooM 
•during  that  period  is  taken  into  consideration,  it  can  be  fairly  stated  that  the  health 
of  the  men  was  remarkably  srood. 

On  the  arrival  of ''  F  "  Division  at  Begina,  owing  to  a  number  of  the  men  suflSBr- 
iog  from  diarrhoea  brought  on  partially  by  the  water  along  the  line  of  march  troat 
Prince  Albert,  from  which  post  they  came,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  send  tha 
division  to  Long  Lake  for  a  few  days.  I  accompanied  Superintendent  Peny 
as  medical  officer,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  we  returnea  to  Begina  withoat 
«  single  case  of  illness  among  us. 

On  my  return  from  Long  Lake  I  again  took  medical  charge  of  the  headquarter 
post,  under  the  principal  medical  officer  who  had  relieved  me  during  my  abscDCs^ 
where  I  remained  until  25th  August,  when  I  was  relieved  from  duty  and  <»dered 
to  Fort  Macleod  on  the  27th. 

On  my  arrival  at  Macleod  I  was  attached  to  ''  C  "  Division,  in  order  to  accom- 
pany them  to  Bed  Deer  Grossing  on  their  way  to  fiattleford.  We  ^  left  Macleod  on 
the  2nd  of  September,  and,  on  arriving  at  the  Bed  Deer,  it  was  found  advisable  thai 
I  should  continue  in  medical  charge  until  the  arrival  of  the  division  at  Battleford. 

During  the  journey  from  Macleod  to  Battleford,  the  men  enjoyed  exodleBt 
health,  with  the  exception  of  three  cases ;  but  those,  I  am  glad  to  say,  made  a  very 
good  recovery. 

On  arrival  at  Battleford  I  was  ordered  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  CommisenoiMr, 
who  was  expected  there,  and  on  his  coming  I  was  placed  in  medical  charge  of  thia 
post,  Surgeon  Miller  having  applied  for  sick  leave,  which  was  granted. 

On  my  assuming  charge,  26th  September,  there  were  eighteen  patienta  in 
hospital  suffering  from  typho-malarial  fever,  and  convalsing  from  that  dooeaaa  aa 
•epidemic  of  which  had  appeared  in  this  district  during  the  summer,  as  the  cool 
autumn  weather  set  in,  however,  the  disease  abated  both  in  the  post  and  in  the  aor- 
rounding  country ;  and  although  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  had  three  deaths  among  the 
men  from  this  cause  during  the  months  of  August  and  September,  at  present  there  is 
not  a  single  case  among  the  men  under  my  charge,  and  only  one  altogether  ia 
JBattleford. 

I  mav  state  in  this  connection  that  the  outbreak  of  typho«malarial  fever  ia  to  be 
accounted  for  to  a  great  extent  by  the  extremely  dry  season  and  the  low  sandy 
nature  of  the  soil  in  and  about  Battleford. 

At  the  present  time  the  health  of  the  men  at  thia  post  is  all  that  can  be  desired^ 
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notwithstanding  the  faot  that  **  0  "  Division  has  only  jost  moved  into  barracks,  hav- 
ing been  under  canvas  since  their  arrival  here  antii  the  2'ind  inst.,  when  the  new 
Jbimraok  room  was  tnmed  over  to  the  Force. 

The  new  hospital  has  been  occapied  since  the  4th  of  October,  and  is  a  light  oon- 
modions  building,  consisting  of  two  large  wards,  surgery  and  staff  sergeant's  roon& 
4uid  kitchen;  It  will  when  completely  finished  and  furnished  be  equal  to  any  hos- 
pital in  the  Force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  ^    , 

Tour  obedient  servant^ 


To  the  Commissioner, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 


H,  T.  BAiLDWIN.  M.D.0,1C.. 
Assistant  8urg«m^  N.  W.  Jt  P. 
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APPENDIX     S. 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  ASSISTANT  SURGEON  BOLPH. 

BsaiNA,  13th  December,  1886. 

Sir, — I  have4h6  honor  to  encloBe  the  annual  sick  report  for  the  year  ending 
30ih  November,  1886.  Having  assamed  medioal  charge  of  this  post  on  the  17th  of 
September  last,  I  can  only  hold  myself  responsible  for  the  portion  of  it  subsequent  to 
that  date.  The  previous  portion  is  taken  from  the  various  books  and  returns  at  my 
disposal,  and  is,  I  believe,  substantially  correct 

At  the  commencement  of  last  year  I  was  in  medical  charge  at  Battleford.  It  is 
mmecessary  for  me  to  speak  fully  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  poet,  as  it  has 
BiDoe  been  visited  for  that  purpose  by  the  principal  medical  officer.  I  can  only  aay 
that  I  abstained  from  reporting  very  strongly,  except  in  relation  to  one  of  the  rooms, 
beeause  I  knew  that  it  was  a  military  necessity  that  a  largo  force  should  be  kept  iu 
that  part  of  the  country  during  the  winter.  I  was  also  informed  that  new  barracks 
ware  to  be  erected  as  soon  as  the  frost  was  out  of  the  ground,  and  I  saw  large  quan- 
tiUea  of  lumber  hauled  into  the  post  for  that  purpose  during  the  winter.  The  sick  list 
was  very  larse  during  the  winter  months,  which  was  partly  due  to  the  unfavorable 
sanitary  condition,  and  partly  to  my  allowing  myself,  owing  to  want  of  experience 
in  military  medicine,  to  be  imposed  upon  by  a  number  of  malingerers. 

During  the  first  week  in  June  I  was  removed  to  Maple  Creek.  There  were  only 
a  small  number  of  men  in  the  post,  and  no  cases  of  serious  illness.  We  had,  however, 
s  Iraotore  of  the  fibular,  and  internal  maleolos,  brought  in  from  one  of  the  outposts^ 
which  made  a  good  recovery,  and  a  very  severe  case  of  gunshot  fracture  of  the  upper 
third  of  the  femur,  which,  when  I  left  Maple  Creek  in  August  last,  was  progressing 
fiivorably,  and  with  no  more  shortening  than  was  to  be  expected  in  so  serious  an 
injury.  On  the  20th  of  August  I  received  orders  to  proceed  at  once  to  Battleford, 
i^ere  I  arrived  about  noon  on  the  25th.  I  found  twenty-four  cases  of  fever  in  the 
lioflpital  and  barrack  rooms.  Some  of  these  were  comparatively  slight  or  nearly 
oonvalescent,  bat  others,  notably  .Constable  Sturge  and  StafT-Sergt.  Mercer,  veiy 
severe,  and  of  a  decidedly  typhoid  type.  Constable  Sturge  continu^  to  sink,  and 
died  about  6  a.m.  on  the  29th.  Assistant  Surgeon  Miller  was  convalescent  when  I 
arrived,  and  was  able  to  resume  duty  on  the  morning  of  the  30th. 

I  lefr  Battleford  at  8  a.m.  on  the  1st  September,  in  medical  charge  of  ^D'*^ 
Division.  After  consultation  with  Assistant  Surgeon  Miller,  I  decided  to  leave  eight 
men  of  this  Division  behind,  as  unfit  for  the  journey  over  the  prairie.  After  we  had 
fcsen  out  some  days,  symptoms  of  fever  showed  themselves  in  Constable  Collins.  The 
disease  was  undoubtedly  contracted  while  at  Battleford,  but  as  I  have  already 
corplained  in  a  special  report  on  the  case,  did  not  show  itself  sooner — the  period  of 
incubation  cohering  the  intermediate  time.  He  received  every  attention  that  was 
ponible  on  the  prairie,  but  the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  the  journey  were  of  course 
injurious,  though  not  more  so,  in  my  opinion,  than  the  surroundings  in  Battleford 
would  have  been.  On  our  arrival  in  Macleod  the  fever  assumed  a  decidedly^ 
typhoid  form,  and  he  has  since  died.  The  day  after  reaching  Macleod,  I  was 
mdered  to  report  at  headquarters,  and  reached  here  on  the  night  of  the  16th 
September,  assuming  medioal  charge  the  next  morning.  Since  then  there  has  been 
sraiing  of  any  medical  interest  to  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WIDMKR  BOLPH,  M.D.,  * 
To  the  CoxMissioNBB,  Assistant  Surgeai^ 

KorthWest  Mounted  Police. 
Begina. 
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NOBTH.WB3T  MOUNTED  POLIOB. 
Annual  Sick  fieport  for  the  Tear  1886. 


Medieal  Cmm. 
.  Pectoris  .«^..  . 


AatiM] 


BOioimeM. 
BroDeliiUf .. 
Ofttanh... . 

GhiUs 

Cold ^. 

Colic  ^ ^-  — 

OoojonetiTitiB ^...... 

OoBitipAtion  ........  •M.M.MM.... 

VulHpi  M.*.*...  •••••«..«  .....a  .....    M 

DeafiieflB  .m...  •  »••••••—  m....  ..^..i  .. 

WttUty .^^ 

Bdinini.tienieiui  (incipient). 

DianboM 

DjTBpepda  ...m....  -.•••  •••... 

iBdecuditee .^. ........ 

«N«texi8 

Feren  (malarial)  ..^..... ....  ..^ 

Hjitena..».M.......M«...M ..••. 

Lambago.^..^ 

nwingiti^..... ».. 

legriin. «... ..^, ., 

Jephritia^... — ^  .... 

Vfioralgia  .M.- ...*. •».  ..^.^ 

PalpiUtion  of  heart 

Pencarditis »^..„ 

FbarjogitiB ...;...•.  «mm  ..... 

PJrtliia.; :....^ ...... 

Pl>uiar...«.MM  ......^..•.. ., 

Pleuiuc  adhesions  (didV!»!*!! 

JbMmatlgm.. 

Sdatica  -„...,„  .„......„« .„„„,^ ,. 

wn,  MiBor  diseases  of ........ . 

ToQiimtis.. 

Typhlitis ..« 

ineeratod  month ... 
^Aderohserravion. 


SurgietU  Otues. 


^bo  (sympathetic). 

Girinmele., 

Cbafc ........  

CoacosBloo  of  brain 

OoQtiisiQns  and  slif^t  wonnds. . 
W«fed  ^nd 

hactue,  tibia  and  fihnU ^ 


flbnla  and 
4xf«ikle< 


dislocation 


Namber 

of 
Gases. 


1 
1 
1 

14 

19 

10 

9 

70 

11 

20 

49 

1 

2 

34 
1 
1 
93 
34 
2 
1 

11 

1 

5 

1 

34 

1 

44 

1 

1 

35 

2 

4 

1 

68 

8 

3 

14 

32 

1 

4 

2 


9 
5 
2 
1  . 
85 
1 
108 
1 
2 
2 


Number 
Days. 

Arerage 

Doration. 

29 

29 

93 

93 

128 

128 

fie 

4 

122 

«A 

22 

2 

v28 

3 

103 

1  i 

15 

h\ 

88 

41 

68 

H 

1 

1 

8 

4 

168 

4H 

6 

8 

25 

25 

123 

58 

122 

14 

7 

3 

3 

78 

7A 

2 

2 

8 

n 

17 

17 

88 

2 

25 

25 

88 

lA 

10 

10 

70 

70 

38 

Hi 

181 

5lJ 

15 

3} 

4 

4 

484 

8U 

38 

12 

97 

32J 

23 
110 

s 

35 

36 

5 

H 

84 

32 

48 

0} 

62 

10} 

15 

7} 

13 

13* 

97 

m 

39 

89 

323 

mi 

I 

1 

84 

43 

187 

83i 

38 

38 

Bnrgeon's  Remarks. 


Inralided. 

One  invalided, 
do 


Three  invalided ;  one  case  brought  orer 
from  last  year. 


One  invalided. 


Two  cases  sent  from  Battleford;  one 
case  brought  over  from  last  year. 


Returned  to  duty. 

Both  iovalided  ;  one  brought  over  from 

last  year. 
Invalided. 
Two  invalided;  three  oases  brought  over 

from  last  year. 
Two  cases  brought  over  from  last  year. 


One  still  under  treatment;   one  case 

brought  over  from  last  year. 
One  still  under  treatment. 


One  still   under  treatment;  one  case 
brought  over  from  last  year. 

ompound  comminuted:  1  case  from 
Moose  Jaw  Hospital;  1  case  from 
last  year. 

Brought  over  from  last  year. 
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Annual  Siok  Report  for  the  year  1886 — Continued* 


Diseases. 


Surffieal  Cosm— Oonolnded. 


■Fracture,  external  maUeolns 

do      metacarpal  bone  ... 

do      rib.  ...*•.*.....• 

do      claTicle  ....-«m 

do      radios  .....«- 

do      left  malar  .... 

do      fibula  and    external 
malleolus  . 
J*inger,  amputation  of 

Frost  bite  ..^ 

FnroncQlns - 

Hoemorrhoids 

Cemia,  inprainal  ..»...•• . 
Injury  to  hand  (severe) 
Irritable  bladder...... 

Orchitis ^ 

Otites .^  .......... 

Paralysis  of  bladder 

Sprain , 

Stricture ^ 

Synovitis 

Teeth  extractei  ...... 

Testicle  misplaced .. 

Tnmonr<i 

Vaccination .........  . 

Varix 

Wound  (g^n-shot) 

do     (old) .<.... 


Number 

of 
Oases. 


1 
1 
1 
2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

12 

18 
9 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
1 

61 
1 
2 

11 
1 
2 
1 
6 
2 
I 


Number 

of 
Days. 


76 
28 
20 
66 
42 
9 

20 
28 
97 
63 
26 
24 

116 

10 

26 

76 

7 

159 
11 

208 

11 

13 

83 

1 

103 
72 
17 


Average 
Duration. 


76 
28 

20 
28 
42 

9 


20 

28 

8 


I? 

12 
68 

6 

87) 
7 

I?* 

104 

1 

13 

'? 
^* 

17 


Surgeon's  Bemads. 


One  still  onder  tnatment. 

Sent  down  from  "  ▲  **  DiviiioB. 
One  invalided. 


Both  invalided. 
One  invalided. 


do 
Invalided;  brought ovttiroailMtjsar. 

One  invalided. 


Pour  invalided. 

One  case  broogfat  over  from  Iwt  year. 

Invalided. 


Daily  average  of  men  in  barracks  during  the  year,  186. 

do  do         at  morning  sick  parade  during  the  year,  16. 

do  do        under  treaunent  m  hospital  during  the  year,  6. 

do  do        under  treatment  in  barracks  during  the  year,  6. 

do  do        returned  to  duty  during  the  year,  4. 


BiaiNA^  December  1, 1886. 


X  WIDMEB  BOLPH, 

AitistmU  Smyeom 
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APPENPIX    T. 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  JR.  ASSISTANT  SQBGBON  AYLBN, 

Port  Saskatohiwan,  Hth,  December  1886i 

SiBy^I  have  the  honor  to  present  yoa  with  the  report  of  the  Port  Saskatchewan* 
Hospital  for  the  eleven  months  ending  the  30th  of  November,  1886. 

I  am  sorry  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  make  a  complete  annual  report,  for  there  ha» 
been  no  record  of  the  diseases  treated  previous  to  the  Ist  of  Januaiy,  1886;  consequent- 
ly, I  cannot  make  a  full  report. 

On  my  arrival  here  last  August  I  found  a  very  slim  stock  of  drugs,  and  an  unln- 
babitable  hospital  building.  Since  then  I  have  received  two  lots  of  drugs  which  I  think 
will  be  sufficient  for  the  winter.  The  building  then  used  as  an  hospital  was  an  old 
settler's  dwelling  which  he  had  abandoned,  about  half  a  mile  from  barracks.  As  there 
was  a  very  good  vacant  dwelling  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  which  could  be  had 
fivasmali  sum,  I  represented  the  matter  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  he  kindly 
procured  the  use  of  said  building  for  the  hospital,  and  it  makes  a  very  comfortable 
one. 

It  became  my  duty  last  October  to  recommend  Begimental  No.  1475  constable 
Thomas  to  be  invalided  j  he  was  ruptured  last  June  while  riding,  and  was,  I  believe^ 
treated  by  Dr.  Munro,  but  to  no  avail  I  believe  him  to  be  unfit  for  duty,  and  I 
would  not  take  the  responsibility  of  returning  him  to  full  duty,  as  I  am  of  opinion  it 
would  ruin  the  man  forever. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  last  November  I  furnished  yon  with  a 
requisition  o£  drugs  required  for  this  division  for  1887.  I  hope  all  these  (U*ugs  will  be 
forwarded,  as  I  only  ordered  what  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Hie  men  of  this  Division  deserve  great  piUse  for  the  good,  moral  character  they 
eDjoy  at  present 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  is  ver^  good  indeed. 

I  enclose  you  an  appendix  containing  the  diseases  treated  during  the  eleven^ 
monthsending  the  30th  November,  showing  the  number  of  cases,  and  the  average 
duration  of  each  disease;  a  return  of  medicines  showing  the  amount  received,  ex- 
pended, and  now  in  stock,  from  the  1st  of  June,  1886 ;  to  the  30th  of  November,  1886  ^ 
and  a  return  of  hospital  comforts  showing  the  amount  received,  expended,  and  now 
€D  hand,  firom  the  1st  of  June,  1886,  to  the  30th  of  November,  1886. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  ATLEN,  M.D.O.M., 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
Hie  Commiflsioner, 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina,  N.W.T. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


100 


NOBTH-WBST  MOUNTBD  POLIOB. 


D18BA8S8  treated  in  the  Fort  Saskatchewan  Hoapital  during  the  eleven  numiliB 

the  30th  November,  1886. 


Diseases. 


Number 

of 
Oases. 


GlNlBAL  DlSlABIS. 

Infeetiou9, 


^  ff oe  •••••••••  ••t«t 

Morbllli ^.... 

Remittent  Fever . 


OonstittUional, 


Rheumatism.  •. 
'  General  debility. 


LOOAL  DiSlABBS. 

Nervous  Sy$Um, 


Kenralj^a  mm*< 
Lumbago. ....... 

Insanity. » 

Sciatica  ...• 

Odontalogj .... 


Bispiraiory  System 


JL8thma..M*..«  m***«. 

Bore  throat 

Oongh  and  oold ... 

Nasal  catarrh. 

ToDsillitis,  acnte . 
Bronchitis,  acute . 
Influenza....... 


*   .......     '    •  •  ....M 


>*...•  —m— ' 


JHgetiive  SyeUm. 


Peritonitis 

Inflammation  of  bowels.. 

Diarrhoea 

Indigestion. 

Constipation 

Bilious...! 


•  .«•••  ••••.*.•••••  MM«.  .......M 


OvUmecui  8y$tem» 


Aene. • 

Tinea  cirdnata 

Hjdro-adenitis  .......^ 

L  nanus  •••—•  .m^.^  .«.•..  —•••• 


Hvdro-a 
Ohafed] 


Otnito  Urinmry  SyeUm. 


-Orchitis , 

Taricocele . 


28 
8 


18 

a 

8 
1 
6 


1 
24 

4a 

8 
1 

1 
4 


I 
4 
16 
11 
6 
7 


Ayerage 
Duration. 


Days. 


6 

10 

6 


J« 


88 


a 

18 
16 

t 
9 


IT 

I 


Rwnartrt. 


OiTiUaof. 


(Still  uadflr 
Two  improTod. 


Still  under  traAtesiit 
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D18IA8B8  treated  in  the  Port  Saskatchewan  Hospital,  &o. — Concluded. 


«»-. 

Nmmber 

of 
Oasaa. 

ATOrage 
Dnratioii. 

Bemaxkf. 

SUBCOBT. 

lojary  to  back.  -^.^^  „^^.  -—.^.••^•.•^•. ...... 

Diflloflfttfid  nnklft .••Ma.i....M ..••■....... 

• 

48 
2 

4 
1 

10 

162 
67 

21* 

14 
14 
12 

9 

1 

One  inyaUded,  and  the  other  a«rt 

to  Regina  to  be 
Sent  to  Aegina. 

SpoTitis..... ^,.^  ^^,^^  ^.«.. «....  ......... 

Coles's fraetore.^........ .-^..^..^^  ^  ...... 

Sprtined  shoalder  m....  •  ......  m...^..  ..m..  ^.•. ...... 

gpioiiJ.  SnnoB. 

Same  patient  with  second  atta^. 
Still  onder  treatmenL 

OtiUs  media      ^.  ^.•...^«  ^.......^ — ^ 

P.  ATLBN,  M.D.,  CM., 

Assistmt  Siargeon. 
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APPENDIX   U. 

ANNUAL  EBPOBT  OP  ACTING  ASSISTANT  S  UKGBON  HBNDBBSON* 

Oaloabt,  6th  December,  1886. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  m^  report  for  the  year  1886. 

It  is  gratifying  to  have  to  report  that  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  early  part  of  the  year  has  passed  over  without  any  fatalities^  and  that 
the  efforts  then  used  for  its  suppression  were  highly  sncoessfhl. 

One  death  occurred  at  this  post  during  the  year,  that  of  Constable  Idmn,  wha 
died  of  chronic  Bright's  disease,  after  a  protracted  illness. 

The  list  of  accidents  is  fortunately  slight^  and  those  reported  were  of  a  compara* 
tively  trivial  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

ANDBBW  HENDERSON,  M.D,, 

Surgem  in  Charge,  ''  B"  Division. 
JkoQVBTUB  JnKSs,  Esq.,  M.D., 

Senior  Surgeon  K-W.  Mounted  Police^ 
Begina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE, 
Annual  Sick  fieport  for  Tear  endlDg  30th  November,  1886. 


Di8M8«. 


Abrasion ••., 

AdeDitis ^  .. 

Albamioaria  .... 
Balanitis  ......... 

BilioQsneflS » 

Boils 

Brigbt'R  diBoaee 

BroQchitis .... 

fiabo  (sjmpftthetic) 

Barn 

Oatarrh  nasal  ........ 

Carions  te^th 

Coli3  intestinal 

Cold 

Chills ^ 

CoDJanctiritiB  .•.••... 

CoDitipatlon 

Consompiion 

CoatQsioQ 

Corns 

OoQgb 


Cut  finger 

Deafoeas  .......^ ..... 

Debility ..• 

Diarrhoea 

Bczema 

IpKiidTmitis  ...... . 

Salarged  glands... 


aarac  ne  •..•** ...... ......  *»»••» 

Erjsipelas.... 

Ferer 

do    intermittent  .....«•. 

do    scarlet  

do    urethral 

Fracture  of  fibula  ^m....  » 

Frost  bite 

Oranulated  eye  lid...... ... 

Onasbot  injury  ., 

Qtstritis 

Oleet,  old 

Heart  disease...... 

Hernia  .........  ^ 

Headaebe 

Indigestion 

Irriution  of  bladder 

Irflammation  of  lungs. ... 

Jaandice ... 

Kick  from  bone  ......... .. 

Lombftgo 

HoBCQlar  pains .. ......... ... 

Neuralgia 

Piles..:. , 

Phimosis ........ ... 

Psoriasis  ....«.••  ......... .., 

Prorigo 

Palpiution  of  heart ...... 


Pleurodynia ... 
Rheumatism .. 


10 


19 
8 


No.  of 

Arerage 

Days, 

Duration. 

3 

1 

2 

2 

94 

94 

14 

3J 

14 

h^ 

i2 

4 

1T4 

174^ 

3 

3 

139 
11 

"!} 

1 

1 

4 

li 

1 

1 

59 

It 

3 

3 

3 

n 

17 

1} 

84 

42* 

116 

2} 

1 

1 

26 

3? 

11 

U 

1 

1 

4 

2 

34 
7 

it 

28 

14 

19 

H 

2 

1 

6 

6 

65 

'   1<| 

a 

2 

191 

ajf 

10 

32 

82 

7 

7 

I 

1 

31 

31 

6 

6 

2 

2 

62 

63 

9( 

94 

2 

1 

22 

2 

2 

1 

14 

14 

7 

7 

3 

3 

I 

1 

7 

1 

80 

3 

17 

4 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

8 

6 

8 

16 

31 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Cured. 

do 
Sent  to  Regina  for  treatment. 
3  cured  ;  1  under  treatment  in  hospital. 
Cured. 

do 
Days  in  all ;  died  25th  February. 
Cured. 

do 
2  cured  ;  1  under  treatment. 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

de 

do 

do 
Sent  to  Regina  for  lUTalidlng. 
Cured. 

do 
6  cured  ;  1  transferred  to  Regina  under 

treatment. 
Cured. 
Relieved. 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 
I  cured  ;  1  transferred  to  Regina  undec^ 

treatment 
Cured. 

do 

d> 

do 

do 
In  hospital. 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Went  to  Edmonton  under  treatment^ 
Sent  to  Regina  for  iuTalidiog. 
Relieved. 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Transferred  to  Batlleford  ;  under  treat-^ 

ment 
Cured. 

do 


7^—1 
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Annual  Sick  Report  for  Year  ending  30th  November,  ISSS^Concluded. 


Disease. 


RMiop:  sores 

Rupture  of  froenum.- 

Hci  <tica  » 

Seminal  emissions  ... 

Sore  foot 

Hore  baud 

Sore  gums 

Sore  lips  (bugler). ... 

Sore  tbroat 

Hpraia «.^ 

Strain 

Sty  on  eyelid 

Syooyitis 

Tape  worm.. 

Tumour  of  8c>alp , 

do      on  cbin 

Tootaache. ^, 

O'iuea  sycosia —-....., 

Tinea  circinatns 

Ulcerated  mouth < 

Varicose  yeins 

Varicocell 

Vertigo .«,, 

Wbitloe 

Wound,  flesh 

do       in  knee  punct 

in  foot    do......... ^ 

in  hand % 

in  thi^h  ....^ .^ 

in  wnst ....« , 

in  scalp , 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Number 

of 
Oases. 

Number 

of 
Days. 

Ayerage 

Duration. 

26 

6J 

4 

3i 

l>i 

1 

4 

10 

2 

9 

38 

145 

20 

97 

m 

13 

62 

3 

82 

13J 

14 

1 

2 

la 

15 

li 

18 

3 

2 

12 

9 

1 

6 

^ 

16 

1 

5 

H 

21 

41 

6 

4 

9 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 


do 

do 
I  cured,  1  sent  to  Regina  for  inraliding. 
Ourel, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

4o 

do 

do 
Treatment  and  duty. 
Reduced  in  size  ;  left  post 
Oured. 

Under  treatment. 
Oured. 

do 
Relieyed. 

do 
Oared. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Calgary,  30th  November,  1886. 


ANDEBW  HENDEESON, 

Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX    V. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  ACTING  ASSISTANT  SURGEON  BAIN. 

Prinob  Albert,  30th  Naverober,  1886. 

Sir,— Id  accordanoe  with  instraotions  I  have  the  honor  to  present  yon  with  th^ 
followiDg  report  for  1886 : — 

Daring  the  past  year  the  general  health  of  the  men  at  this  post  has  been  good. 
There  have  been  no  deaths,  and  comparatively  little  serious  illness. 

Only  one  man  has  been  invalided  daring  the  year,  being  unfit  for  service,  owing 
to  a  frozen  foot. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  several  oases  of  malarial  or  typho  malarial 
fever  are  reported.  As  these  occurred  before  I  had  medical  charge  of  the  post,  I 
know  nothing  of  the  causes.  In  September  last,  on  the  return  of  a  detachment  of 
men  from  duty  at  Battleford,  I  found  three  of  the  men  suffering  from  typho- malarial 
fever.    Under  treatment  these  oases  all  recovered. 

The  supply  of  medicine  at  the  post  has  been  ample,  but  the  supply  of  surgical 
infitruments  and  appliances  is  very  limited,  and  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
inoreasedi 

The  building  used  for  hospital  purposes  is  far  from  adequate,  but  has  been  made 
as  comfortable  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

From  the  beginning  of  April  until  October,  I  saw  all  serious  cases  of  illness 
among  the  men,  and  since  then  I  have  been  in  regular  attendance. 

The  subjoined  statement  of  cases  treated  here  is  compiled  from  the  monthly  sick 
reports,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  qualified  surgeon  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  the  nomenclature  of  the  diseases  has  been  very  imperfectly  observed,  con« 
sequently  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the  statement.  From  my  own 
knowledge,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  statement  very  much  exaggerates  the  seriousness 
of  the  illness  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  N.  BAIN,  M.D., 

Acting  Surgeon. 
To  Commissioner  Hirohmir, 
North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Regina. 

Forwarded, 

A.  BOWBN  PERRY, 

Supermtend$nt,  Commanding  ''  F  "  Division. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE: 
Annual  Siok  Report  from  30th  Nov.,  1886,  to  30th  Nov.,  1886, 


Disease. 


Fracture^ .......  .. 

AmpQtatiOQ  cf  toes.  •  ••....< 

Dislocation 

Rheumatism,  acute  ^...^^ 
Rheomatism,  mnscnlar.... 

OonstipatioQ ^ 

Coughs  and  col  is 

OoDtuBions 

Abrasions ..; 

Sprains 

Nenralsia. ....... 

Incised  wounds 

Biliousoees 

Diarrhoea. 

Colic 

Pharyngitis  . 
Pleurodynia 

Debility 

Acne 

Nephritis...., 

Onychia 

Furuc  cuius.. 
Epididymitis 
Indigestion. 

Scabies 

Bcsema 

Prarigo 

Anthrax 

^ivea 

Frostbite 

Tootilitis 

Sciatica  « . 

Typho-malarial  fever.. 
Intermittent  foyer... . 

Malaria 

Tumour .,..  m.......  .. 

fisemorrhoids.. ...... ..... 

€0Diunctivit1s 

Oepnalatgia 

Ooceyalgia 

Oastralgia 

Odontalgia 

Otalgia 

Urethralgia. 

Lumbago 

Ifforbus  cordis 

Hernia 

Bztration,  dentis 

Enlarged  ton-ils 

Bubo  (sympathetic)  .. 

Scald 

Pleuro  pneumonia 

Ulcers  on  leg . 

Varicocele ^..* 


Number 

of 
Oases. 

Number 

of 

Days, 

Average 
Duration. 

I 

82 

83 

1 

89 

89 

I 

22 

22 

I 

12 

12 

30 

77 

21 

23 

68 

112 

13 

30 

3 

7 

6 

14 

10 

21 

6 

23 

7 

7 

36 

41 

12 

21 

13 

73 

7 

21 

8 

34 

5 

6 

3 

6 

2 

13 

3 

6 

3 

4 

4 

,   16 

2 

9 

3 

2 

I 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

6 

102 

17 

1 

30 

80 

4 

60 

12 

1 

2 

6 

8 

3 

8 

4 

5 

1 

8 

I 

3 

3 

3 

2 

13 

1 

1  . 

2 

8 

2 

4 

I 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

60 

26 

1 

I 

1 

77 

77 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Snrgeon^s  Remarks. 


Fracture  of  radius. 
Prom  frost  bites. 


HUGH  N.  BAIN.  M.D., 

Acting  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX    W. 


ANNUAL  BBPORT  OP  AOTINQ  ASSLSTANF  SURQBON  MaWBURN. 

LiTHBBiDOiy  22nd  December,  1886. 

SiBy — I  have  the  honour  to  present  yon  with  the  following  siok  report  for  the 
year  1886  :— 

The  health  of  the  men  stationed  at  Lethbridse  has,  with  some  exceptions,  been 
•zcellent.  One  death  is  recorded,  dae  to  typhoid  fever,  which  was  in  all  probability 
contracted  in  Battlef ord. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  Sir, 

Four  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  MBWBURN,  M.D. 

The  Gonunissioner,  N.W.M  P., 
Begina. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Siok  Beport  for  the  Tear  endiog  1886» 


Disease. 


Injury  to  hand.... 
Scarlet  fever  ...... 

Bubo ., 

Bheomatism 

Crushed  fion^er.... 
Kick  from  horse  , 
Sprained  ankle  ., 
Gold, 


Injury  to  arm 

Biliousness 

Chafe ^ 

Otalgie 

Intermittent  feyer... 

Fracture 

Trpbpid  fever  ........ 

Chancreoid ., 

Bore  ear 

Oonjunctiontis 

Neural^^a .•^.... 

Oontusion  ...•«.•••  .•••• 

Debility... 

Diarrhoea..^ . 

Lumbago .«••.. 

Goryza .,..., 

Bronchitis  ...••..«• ..... 

Dyspepsia 

Wounded  foot  „ 

Stricture 

Injured  spine ......... 


No.  of 
Oases. 


No  of 
Days. 


Average 
Duration. 


93 

92 

to 

40 

168 

81 

76 

26 

7 

92 

12 

6 

10 

2 

6 

8 

6 

82 

36 

16 

4 

8 

1 

7 

7 

1i 

9 

6 

n 

a 

3 

1 

1 

9 

46 

46 

Surgeon's  Remarks, 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
I  case  died ;  1  ease  sent  to  Macleod 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Z 

do 

do 

do 
Under  treatment. 
Bent  to  Fort  Mael^od. 


LiTHBRiDOi,  Slst  December,  1886. 


W.  H.  MIWBUBN,  M.D. 
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APPENDIX    X. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  HOSPITAL  STEWARD  HOLME. 

Maple  Orisk,  4tfa  December,  1886. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  enclose  the  annaal  Bick  report  of  "  A  " 
DivicuoD,  for  the  past  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  health  of  the  troop 
daring  this  time  has  been  ezoeptionally  good. 

On  the  Ist  of  the  present  month  the  hospital  was  clear,  and  not  a  single  tnan 
appeared  on  the  sick  list;  this  favorable  state  of  affairs  is  in  part  attributable  to  the 
healthy  occopation  in  which  the  majority  of  the  men  have  been  engaged  during  the 
enmmer,  viz ,  detachment  patrol  daty  on  the  frontier,  where  they  get  plenty  of  fresh 
and  pare  water,  the  latter  article  being  a  badly-needed  requisite  at  this  Post — ^in  fact, 
it  is  the  only  objection  to  the  locality,  which  is  well  situated  on  a  fine  dry  elevation, 
and  the  sanitary  surrounding  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  water  in  both  of  the  barrack  wells  is  decidedly  impregnated  with  alkali  and 
other  highly  corrosive  mineral  deposits,  the  nature  of  which  is  rapidly  destructive 
to  all  metal  utensils  with  which  it  comes  in  contact ;  it  uses  up  all  stove  furniture  in 
a  few  weeks'  time,  and  even  decomposes  wood ;  it  is  also  a  constant  cause  of  diarrhooa 
among  the  men,  as  you  will  see  by  reference  to  the  large  percentage  of  cases  on  the 
sick  report  with  that  complaint ;  in  fact  it  is  so  bad,  that  a  diarrhcea  mixture  is  as 
neces^^ary  to  a  recruit  as  any  part  of  his  kit—he  is  not  complete  or  safe  without  it. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  creek  the  water  is  good  at  a  depth  of  16  or  20  feet, 
bat  on  the  west  side  it  is  alkali  at  any  depth  yet  sunk. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  not  a  single  case  of  mountain  fever  has  occurred  among 
the  men  of  the  troop,  while  it  has  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  in*the  village  all  summer, 
and  that  only  two  miles  distant.  I  have  attended  over  forty  oases  this  past  season, 
and  all  within  a  radius  of  less  than  half  a  mile.  This  fact  speaks  well  for  the  san- 
itary condition  of  the  barracks  and  the  soil  on  which  they  are  built. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  visited  this  dis- 
trict Some  twenty  odd  cases  came  under  my  observation,  outside  of  the  troop,  one 
man  only  of  the  Division  being  unfortunate  enough  to  contract  it.  The  case  was 
isolated  and  quarantined  in  hospital  and  the  spread  of  the  disease  thereby  pre* 
vented. 

The  only  casualties  of  a  serious  nature  which  occurred  during  the  year  were  those 
which  happened  to  Sergeant  Paterson  and  Sergeant  Smart ;  the  former  sustained  a 
gUD  shot  fracture  of  the  thigh  and  the  latter  a  Potts*  fracture  of  the  leg.  Both 
occorred  on  horseback  and  were  purely  accidental.  Both  cases  recovered  remark* 
ably  well,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time,  considering  the  grave  nature  of  the  injuries 
and  the  intensely  hot  weather.  This  is  an  indication  that  the  atmosphere  ot  this 
country  is  conducive  to  the  rapid  healing  of  wounds. 

While  speaking  of  these  matters,  I  would  beg  to  direct  your  attention  again  to 
the  unworthy  condition  of  the  hospital  and  its  inadequacy  to  withstand  the  severity 
of  the  high  winds  which  prevail  here.  It  is  an  excellent  summer  retreat  for  a  patient, 
bat  is  positively  dangerous,  in  critical  oases  of  illness,  in  the  winter  season. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  in  view  of  the  increased  number  of  men  stationed  at 
Medicine  Hat,  it  will  become  a  necessity  to  provide  a  small  hospital  at  that  Post  fbr 
the  reception  of  the  sick,  as  the  majority  of  the  cases  I  have  had  in  the  hospital  here 
hav6  been  those  sect  down  from  Medicine  Hat  Post,  either  on  account  of  neglected 
treatment  or  none  at  all.    There  is  more  than  suffioieat  furniture,  in  the  way  of  beda 
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and  mattr«8868y  here  to  equip  the  same.  The  building  here  hM  barely  ground  floor 
sufflclent  to  set  up  foar  (4)  beds,  and  the  height  of  the  walls  of  the  ward  will  not  per* 
mit  ol  the  cubic  measurement  of  air  allowance  prescribed  and  necessary  for  the  health 
and  comfort  of  each  individual  patient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  most  obedient  senrant, 

J,  C.  HOLME, 

Hospital  Steward. 
Fji  warded, 

J.  H.  MgIllrss, 

Superintendent 
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NOBTH  WBST  MOUNTBD  POLICE. 
Annital  Siok  Beport  for  the  Tear  ending  1886. 


Nambor 

Number 

ATerage 
Oaration. 

DiseMO. 

of 
Oaaet. 

of 
Dftya. 

Snrgeon's  Remarks. 

66 

66 

aeiamed  to  headqoai^ 

tori,  Reffioa. 
2             do         and  6^ 

RhfTimA^iini .t  „„„r-TT.T,T» -^^1— tr  -- — 

80 

10 

returned  to  doty. 

Orebitii  .m.«^ m.— «m— -  ......  .......^  m— . 

T 

do 

Bpnins...... — ^ .........  m..*.  m^.^-  .......m 

PleimliriA .  .....  .......m  •  ...mm**  .........  .....*•.•  mm*. 

42 

do 

li ' 

ICediclne  and  duty. 

PhArTiigiUf.M M.M.. m mm.. 

Toniilliiis .  ..m m...  ^ mm...m  ,„., 

4 

do 
Retorned  to  doty. 

OepbaUgiftM*-. .  m ••* 

Medicine  and  datj. 

Veoralfna  ^ m— •— ^•mm...m 

BearUtina,  mal ^ 

l| 
80 

do 
Retorned  to  duty. 

BoiIIm*...  ••mm-*.....*.*m.. ■■..••**.......•  •.......•  .*••• 

Medicine  and  duty. 

VUUS      M...     ««•«.    M.**.  •..••••......••>.......••••.....•  M«**> 

1 

Returned  to  duty. 

PilpiUtiOn     .MM.M  ......  M..-  MM M MM.. 

2 

13 

do 

MyOl^ia  .  ....M**.   M...M**  •  %.......•  M.*M..«  .M....M  .**... 

Epilepsy.  mm..m «m.mmm .•  .m. 

Medicine  and  duty. 

1 

Returned  to  R^ gina. 

OoDjanetiTitiis.MM..*M  *..m.  «... -- 

83 

a 

do        duty. 
Medicine  and  duty. 

■rlOD vO^VlVf •.••   ......  ..*.....*.•.................*......*.* 

do 

11 

Returned  to  duty. 

Coldf    ......  M.M.  MM*.  M e.  MMM  M M..M 

l€ 

n 

Medicine  and  doty. 

OArboncle.MM.  MM.. .  M..M.  ..m m 

ttetnrned  to  duty. 

2| 

do 

Medicine  and  duty. 

DtlMlitT  ...  .*••••  .....*  .MMM«*  M.MMM  •••••*     .......^  M... 

CoUa. . MM 

ti 

tCetorned  to  duty, 
do 

Oonitipfttion  ....m- .  m...mm  m mm.mmmm. 

Medicine  and  duty. 

weak  eTcs.*.**M.«M*«M.MMMMM..M  ...« m... 

Returned  to  dnty. 

BUiooaQesa m..m..mm*m..m.....m.  m.m 

Medicine  and  duty. 

HonUtia  ..mm,,  mm m..m m 

Returned  to  duty. 

Medidne  and  duty. 

182 

91 

Returned  to  duty. 

101 

do 

Oatanh  .m      ...mmm  ..m...m  ^.m  - 

1 

Medidne  and  dutj. 

OdontalgU.  m.m.m.  .  .m m m m.. 

U 

do 
do 

VyiaOtOiy  •••1..      ....*«••  ...M*  MM*.  .....M  •>  MMM***  MM*. 

htannittent  fever. m «...»..  mm*. 

do 
Returned  to  duty. 

Onychia.....MM  .m..mm  *..**mm  -m*.  mm.*  mm.mm  mm. 

61 

Medicine  and  duty. 

'vUMIDai    nOQ..***M*«  •***M*««M.***     *•    *.   M..***M  ..M.. 

Returned  to  duty. 

DWoaatSo .            *m** m..m *^. 

36 

do 

wMintia.  *  r.***MM  .aM***.*  M«»»*  ••*•*.  .*«••*  «  —••m  .*•••• 

do 
Medicine  and  duty. 

Anib!ax..MM.MM m..*^  ..mm  ......... 

do 

J.  0.  HOLME. 

Hospital  Surgeon, 


Hapls  Crbik,  Ist  Deoember,  1886 
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APPENDIX  T. 


NORTH  WESr  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Annual  Sick  Beport  for  "  fi  "  Division  as  sent  in  by  Sergeant  Haseltoo,  Wood 

Honntain. 


Disease. 

Humber 

of 
Gases. 

27 

^fumber 

of 

Dayg. 

10 
3 
1 

71 

46 

9 

15 

5 

10 

3 

6 

6 

7 

37 

8 

19 

13 

16 

83 

70 

8 

38 

7 

123 

3 

26 

4 

4 

85 

2 

10 

4 

1 

11 

10 

12 

3 

15 

5 

4 

8 

13 

3 

9 

51 

18 

9 

24 

17 

68 

6 

Ayerage 
Duration. 

Sargeon*g  Remarks. 

ApoBitia   

Asphyxia 

2 
3 

1 

6 
6 
3 
6 

'i 

n 

8 

2 

1 

I' 

12 
8 

? 

ii 

9 
61 

3 

9 
24 

il 

Biliousness „.... «... 

Blistered  heels 

Bronchitis • m.«** 

Broochccele 

Burn 

Catarrh  (coryss) *.,. «..., 

Catarrh  (bronchiaO „.. 

Catarrh  (laryngeal) 

Cephalalgia , 

Chapped  skin .« 

VOllIB    ••  •«  ••••••  ••••••  ■•••«•  •••••»  •%••••  t««e««  ••••• 

Cold  in  chest ., 

CoDstipation. ....... .« 

Gontusion 

Cornn a***^  .••... •* m..^...' 

Cramp 

Deafoegg  (nerTong)..... 

UVUlUVlJ     ..M........    >...«.    M.«..M...<    ......   ......... 

Dipsomania 

Dysentery ..^ 

Dyspepeia  .^.... ..« 

Epilepsy 

Flatulence 

Frostbite 

Furuncle ; m.... 

Gleet 

Haemorrhoids  .  ....• m...mm  .... .. 

Infl  lensa 

Injury  in  chest... «  .....mm 

Lumbago ^ 

Neuralgia 

Optbalmia 

Pain  in  back m.. 

Palpitation  (chronic) - 

Pharynagi  tig    „ m.- 

Poisoned  hand ».....».« 

0 

Psoriasis ^ m.. .... 

Bhenmatism  (articular) 

Rheumatism  (muscular) 

oaQQie  cnaio  •••>•......  ..•.•....  ...■•....  .*....... 
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Annual  Sick  Report  for  '*  B  "  Division,  &o.^C(mcluded. 


Diseaw. 


ScrofaloQS  swelling 


•  ••••••  ••••••  •••• 


Bprain 

Strain  in  back  ••....« 

Bonbaro ». 

ToMis ^,„ 

Vrodialjsis 

Tertigo«  ....m*.  ••••••«, 

7omitaritioa 

Wound  in  foot  ...«•. 
Woandin  byuid. 


Nomber 

of 
Oaaes. 


1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
21 
3 
4 
2 
2 
2 


Number 

of 

Days. 


88 

i 

4 
J5 

8 

103 

11 

3 

31 
10 

6 


Arerage 
DaraUon. 


38 

i 

4 

I 

!!■ 

5 

3 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


BioiNA,  N.-W.T.,  Ist  December, 


KOBBRT  HAZBLTON, 
Hoipital  SUward  **  B 

1886. 


Division, 
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Eecapitulation  of  Cases  disposed  of  in  the  North- West  Territories,  from  let 
December,  1885,  to  30th  November,  1886. 


Assault  ..••^.. 

Assault  and  battery..^ 

Wife  beating ^ « 

Murder 

Arson , 

If  alicions  iojary  to  property  ... 

Forger  J  .......M .• 

Felony ^ 

Robbery ^,^ 

Highway  robbery ...... 

Horse  stealing 

Bmbtzzlement  ..m 

Bringing  stolen  propert^r  into  Canada 

flaying^  stolen  property  in  possession.. 

Obtaining  money  under  false  pretences  ... 
Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences...... 

Burglary ^  m...«« 

Hoase  breaking ..«....<.•.......••• 

Misdemeanor ^ 

Vagrancy 

Insanity « ^.. 

Receiving  stolen  property 

Drunk ^.„. .......«« ^.•.. 

Drunk  and  disorderly 

Haying  liquor  in  possession 

Haying  in  possession  an  illicit  still.......... 


60 
8 


3: 

6 

8 

4 

8 

8 

2 

3 

14 

9 

5 

4$ 

86 

94 

6 


Making  an  illicit  still 

Allowing  an  illicit  still 

Selling  intoxicants 

Selling  liquor  to  Indians 

Bringing  liqaor  into  N<-W.T 

Non-payment  of  wages .........  • ... 

Deserting  employment ........... 

Trespass 

Violating  game  laws 

Violating  license  laws 

(letting  ire  to  prairie 

Creating  disturbance 

Unlawful  detention  of  mail........ 

Keeping  disorderly  bouse  .....«•.. 

Attempt  at  suicide 

Obstructing  police  » 

Oattle  stealing     ......... 

Threatening  to  kill 

Gambling 

Using  abuaiye  language 
Shooting  with  intent  ... 
Shooting  at  peaoe  officer  in  discharge  of 

duty    ..M..MM....... .....MMMW 

Obtaining  passesunder  false  pretenoet. 
Trayelling  on  stolen  pass  ...... ......  .^.^ 

Miscellaneous 


D.... ......     •.< 
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APPENDIX    BB. 


DoKALD,  29th  Noyember,  1886. 

SiB,~I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  fall  return  of  conviotioDs  and  fines  Impoeed 
by  me  as  a  CommiBsioner  of  Police  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  British  OoIiiidImji 
darinff  the  months  of  Angnst,  September,  October  and  November,  1886. 

The  principal  duty  performed  by  the  detachment  was  at  Sogers'  Pass,  wh^t 
there  were  men  on  duty  at  ail  honrs,  day  and  night.  The  detachment  also  fnrnishad 
two  constables  every  month  to  escort  the  pay-car  from  Donald  to  Port  Moody, 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  outside  of  events  already  been  recorded  in  tlu 
Q0i»es  of  journals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Forwarded. 

W.  D.  Antbobus, 

Superintendent^  Commanding  "B  "  Division, 


WM.  PIERCY, 

Inspector. 


Eecapitulation  of  cases  disposed  of  by  Inspector  Piercy,  as  Commiadoner  (tf 

Police  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  British  Golumbia,  while  on  duty  in  that  Prov* 
iBce:-* 

Drunk  and  in  possession  of  property  that  was  not  accounted  for.  1 

Drunk  and  threatening  to  do  bodily  harm 1 

Drunk  and  disorderly B8             \ 

Assault. ...••..•  2 

Assault  and  battery • 2 

Drunk  and  fighting - ; 2 

Vagrant , 1 

Druok  and  interfering  with  police....^. 3 

Having  Ctovernment  property  in  possession • 1 

Total n\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


147 


f 

4k 

S^ 

= 

1 

a5 

r3 

1 

§ 

43 

^ 

s 

15""     IB                    # 

o        floe 

3 

l«l 

• 

e  o 

oooooooo 

^     'S^^.S'S'S-S'S'S-SiS-S-S-S 

i 

s 

•a-o 

•OTJ'O'O'O'O'O'?* 

g 

8 

ri  « 

:   :  :^  :   :  :  : 

:  :JJ  :  I  :  J  :  :  :  :  5g  :  :  • 

8 

1 

L 

ooiloool 

a-         1 

11  111     i 

OO'^'^OSS'^OOOOO'^OOO 

ll  lit       t ' 

« 

1 

u 

f 

s 

8 

ll 

8 

8S          8 

^SS    *|*«^„«^*^^ 

1 

^    jfi 

2«» 

-"S S 

^          ^^^ 

1-2 

11 

OOOOOOOO 

oooooooooooooooo 

5^ 

ns'^xs'^Ti'm'a'^ 

•O -O  TJ'O'O'O'O'O'O^  •OtJ'O'O'O^ 

IS  > 
o  u 

CM 

» 

KS 

•  r^g-^^^C^ 

'••SS2Sg««S-^-'-^  :  8^ 

1^1 

o  o 

O  O  O  0.0  o  o  o 

OOOOOOOOOO^OOOOOQ 
•O -O  Tf  •©  •©  "O  •« -O -O -O  g  •«  TS 'O  TS  •« -S 

•o«o 

?1 

Si. 

il 

Si 

1:551: 

i  :.§  !  5  i . 

Of 

.9 

^  :  1 

•  : 

•  : 

M 

nn    Hi 

ill 

•      :  :  t 
;  i  :  r 
:  :  :  : 

0  P 

-S'O 

la 

00 

• 

s 

s 

a 

H 

^ 

"S 

1 

to 

n 

CO 

6 


Digitized  by 


Google 


148 


1 


Is 


a 
6 

I 

i 


«s 


§ 


s 

a 

I 
I 


•C5       ^ 

2«l 


2  «  o 

flu 


oooooooo 


ooooooooooooooooo 


o  ooo 


I 


5 


o  o  o  o  o  o 


3 . 


ii 


0.5*  'fl 


II 


^  a  ^ 


O  O  00000900000000 


iJ^O  "O  ^  "O  ^  "O  TB  TS  ^  "^  "O  *0  *0  TS  •©  "O 


o  o  oo 

•0«XJ« 


8    8 


•C5 

«)  o  o 


ooo 
•otj*o 


O^  9  0  o 


oooooooooooeooooo 
•O'O'OTS'O'^'O'a'O'O'a'cf'a'O'ci'O'O 


o  ooo 


M 


8 

I 

o 


I 


ooooooooooooo^ooo 


•goo  oooooooo  oooooooooo 

^'C^'O^'O'O'O'O'O'O'O       'O 'O  "O 'O  Xf  TS 'O  Xl  •«)  *o 


•O'O'W^TS^'^S 


:  f 


I  is 

-  O  Ik 

»4*0    O 

-  5a 


?  s 


iQ  O  O  ooo 

^•oxi*o*o*o 


MM  a 


•  •ooo  o  o  o  o 


.4* 


-•2 

I'M 

u 


Xf'Cf  tS  tS  XI  Xl  ^  ^tf 


s 


t  t  :  :  : 
?  I  :  !  : 


III 


s 


^•5 
s 


■'si  5 

Jill 


:  s  : 
:  t  ' 


:  t 


oooooooooo 


o  o  o o  ooooooooooooo 

•O  « *0 'd  Xf  Xl  •O  TS  (O  *0  TS  Xf  Tf  •If  TS  XS  TS 


s  : 


OOOO 
Xf  "OXI^ 


»S52  '8ssss$ssssjtsas5s*-s  ssss 


M 


•^  o  ooo  oooooo      OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO^O 
Ofcfxfxfxi'O'O'oxfxixf     xf'O'O'Ovxs'O'Oxf'Oxy'Oxfxixf^'o 


o  ooo 

•O'O^'O 


Digitized  by 


Google 


149 


O 

a 


ooo  o  o  e 
•d'O'd'dtj'a 

^^^^^■s 

:::::: 

:::::: 

•  ••••• 

1 

labor 

labor 
labor 

« 

•a 

days,  hard 

do 

do 
days,  hard 
days,  hard 

8 

O             QO 

i 

g       88 

m:S4^ 

o  d  o  o  o  o 

*r 

0««fe<-aDgo 

Odoo  o  o 

O  O  O  O  O  O 

§ 

2  :5^      s 


s  s  » 


00  O  Oo  5^      "C^  o  o  o 
3«  g'O'O'O 

5      I 


•O'o^'O'o  < 


J  : 
:  t 


o  o 


IP 


i  • 

p  ■  • 


•  :  :  :  :«» 


:  :  : 
t  :  2 


ooo  ooo 


o  o  o  o  o  o 


'^»H««H  ^^  V^  r^  pH  ^4  ^H  f-« 


ooo  ooo 


o  o  o  o  o  o 

•0«O«O*0'O*0 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


RjH]POKT 


(  F  THE 


COMMISSIONER 


OP   THI 


1^    C>^.^^   €<    cJL  Cv. 


NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE  FORCE 


1887. 


ftttttoA  1^  (&xAtt  of  I^AvUamaiU 


OTTAWA 

PEINTBD  BY  MACLBAN,  EOGBR  &  CO.,  WBLLINGTON  VrRliRT, 

1888.     c; 


'   Di^"^dtrGobgle 


Digitized  by 


Google 


To  His  Exeilleney  t?ie  Mott  Honourable  the  Marquess  of  Lansdc/wne^   Qcvemor 
General  of  Canada,  dhc,  dbc. 

Mat  it  Plsasi  Toitb  Bxoillinot  : — 

The  nndersigned  has  the  honoar  to  lay  before  Yoar  BxcolleDcy  the. Annual 
Beport  of  the  Commipsioner  of  the  North- West  Monnted  Police  Force. 

Bespectftilly  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  HACDONALD, 

President  of  the.  Privy  Council. 
Janaary  31st,  1888, 
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ANNUAL  BBPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER,  N0RTH-WK3T  M3UNTED 

POLICE,  18a7, 


NOKTH-WSST  MOUNTID  PoLICB, 

OfFIOB  of  THR  CoMM[^:8TONBE, 

Seqima,  3lht  December  1887. 
Tbe  Bight  Honorable, 

Sir  John  A.  Maodoaald,  OXI.B., 

President  of  the  Privy  Council, 
Ottawa. 

So, — I  have  tbe  honour  to  forward  herewith  my  annual  report  for  the  past 
year,  together  with  theaniinal  reportB  of  the  following  officere  for  the  aame  period : — 

The  Aflsistant  Oonmieaioner, 
Superintendent,  J.  Cjttem, 

do  J.  H.  McUlree, 

do  B  a  Seane. 

do  P.  B  Neale, 

do  a  B.  Steele, 

do  A.  B.  Perry, 

do  A.  H.  Griesbaoh, 

do  A.  B.  Ifacdonell, 

do  B  W.Jarvis, 

Inspector,  T.  Wattam. 
Senior  SorgeDn  Jokes, 
Assistant  Sargeon,  Baklwio, 

do  Ayien 

do  Par6, 

do  Powell, 

do  Dodd, 

Acting  Assistant  Sargton,  Bain, 

do  do  Tnllocb, 

Assistant  Yeterinary  Sargeon,  Bnmett. 

PATROLS. 

The  system  of  patrols  established  last  year  has  been  continued  on  a  more 
extended  scale  with  most  satisfactory  results,  very  few  cases  of  horsestealing  having 
occarred  where  the  offenders  were  not  brought  to  justice.  Very  early  in  the  spring 
before  it  was  practicable  to  start  the  regular  patrols,  some  horses  were  stolen  from 
Medicine  Hat,  and  it  was  thought  they  bad  beon  taken  across  the  boundary  line, 
but  they  were  ultimately  found  on  tbe  Blood  Beserve.  Two  Blood  Indians, "  The 
Bog "  and  "  Big  Rib  "  were  arrested  on  the  reserve  by  a  party  under  Inspector 
Sanders,  were  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  five  years  in  the  Penitentiary  by 
Mr.  Justice  Maoleod,  but  unfortunately  escaped  from  tbe  custody  of  tbe  Sheriff  while 
awaiting  the  train  at  Dunmore,  As  both  are  well  known  to  the  Police  they  are 
certain,  sooner  or  later  to  be  captured. 

During  the  year  numbers  of  horses  have  been  reported  stolen,  but  have  nearly 
always  been  accounted  for,  many  having  only  strayed  off  a  few  miles,  and  where  no 
trace  of  them  could  be  found  it  has  always  been  on  account  of  the  delay  in  notifying 
the  Police.  Frequently  descriptions  of  horses  stolen  on  the  other  side  of  the  lire 
bave  been  sent  to  us,  the  few  tnat  have  turned  up  on  this  side  being  seizid  an  i 
returned  to  their  owners,  in  fact  the  speedy  justice  that  is  invariably  meted  out  ta 
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parties  briDgiDg  stolen  horses  into  Canada  has  rendered  our  territories  so  dangerovt 
to  this  kind  of  criminals  that  they  find  it  safer  to  get  rid  of  their  stolen  hoiMo  ii 
United  States  Territory. 

A  good  many  deserters  from  the  American  Army  have  come  over  with  their 
horses  and  arms,  which  have  t>een  taken  from  them  and  retnrocd  to  the  tJ.  8.  Aathcx^ 
ities,  who  declined  to  prosecute  the  thieves,  thinking  they  were  well  rid  of  them. 

Log  baildings  witn  stables  and  corrals  have  been  bailt  at  convenient  places  along 
the  frontier,  particularly  along  the  base  of  the  Oypress  Hills;  these  afford  shelter  to 
onr  men  in  bad  weather,  and  enable  oar  patrols  to  go  oat  earlier  aud  stay  later  ii 
^e  season  than  they  otherwise  coald,  and  if  allowed  the  necessary  small  amooot  of 
money,  I  propose  next  season  to  baild  at  convenient  situations  all  along  the  finootiar, 
the  labor  being  done  by  the  Police,  and  by  patting  ap  hay  at  these  poeta^  a  gnst 
eaving  of  horee  flesh  will  result. 

A  new  element  in  our  patrols  this  season  has  been  introduced  in  the  engagement 
of  some  full-blooded  Indians  as  scouts  who  are  attached  to  the  patrols  and  so  fkr  havi 
done  very  good  service,  being  invaluable  as  trailers,  and  able  and  willing  to  travel 
excessive  distances  in  an  almost  incredible  space  of  time.  I  would  recommend  to 
your  favourable  consideration  the  increasing  the  number  of  these  scouts,  as  their  em- 
ployment  will  not  only  greatly  assist  the  Police  in  patrol  duty,  but  will  tend  to 
strengthen  the  good  understanding  between  the  Indians  and  Police.  Onsevenl 
occasions  this  summer  these  scouts  arrested  members  of  their  own  tribes,  and  when 
they  get  more  accustomed  to  the  life,  will  be  still  more  efficient.  Their  tendeo<7  it 
present  is  to  serve  a  short  time  and  then  return  home,  which  is  not  always  convenient. 
Their  pay  is  $25  per  month  and  rations,  and  they  horse  themselvea,  the  Polioi 
-fnmishinff  arms  and  saddles. 

All  ^e  main  trails  in  the  Territories  have  been  watched  by  police  patrols,  and 
4tt  convenient  places  along  them,  parties  have  been  stationed  during  the  year.  IIm 
-outposts  along  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  have  been  increased,  and  it 
has  been  found  necessary  now  that  the  Manitoba  and  North  Western  Railway  hai 
entered  the  Territories,  to  establlBh  a  post  at  Langenburg  on  that  road.  This  partf 
patrols  Fort  Pelly  and  the  York  Colony  districts,  which  are  remote  from  headqnarten 
-of  police  divisions. 

The  railway  service  has  now  assumed  such  proportions,  that  I  propose  with  your 
consent  to  establish  a  division  of  railway  police,  selected  from  our  ablest  and  steadiest 
men,  whose  special  duty  it  will  be  to  perform  all  police  duties  along  the  lines  of 
railway. 

The  unfortunate  murders  that  were  committed  in  the  vicinity  of  Qu'Appelle 
early  in  the  spring  kept  a  large  number  of  our  men  employed  for  a  considerable 
time  patrolling  the  country  along  the  Qu'Appelle  and  Upper  Assiniboitio  Rivers,  tmt 
owing  to  the  rough  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  intimate  knowledge  of  it  sbewn 
by  the  Half  breeds  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Hector  McLeish,  our  endeavours  only 
resulted  in  thor  being  obliged  to  leave  their  hiding  places,  and  seek  tefnge  in  the 
United  States,  where  descriptions  having  been  sent,  they  were  promptly  arrested  by 
the  autharities,  and,  after  the  usual  formalities,  turned  over  to  a  detachment  of  pdioe, 
and  convoyed  to  Regina  where  they  now  await  trial.  The  murderers  of  McLeaa 
have  not  yet  been  identified,  but  it  is  generally  supposed  that  the  same  men  murdered 
both  HcLKoan  and  McLeish,  both  muniers  occurring  at  almost  the  same  time. 

One  PooJe,  a  settler  living  north  of  Whitewood  was  also  found  murdered  and 
tied  to  a  tree  about  the  same  time,  but  several  days  elapsed  before  he  wan  discovered, 
-and  although  a  detective  was  employed,  no  due  has  as  yet  been  found  to  assist  ia 
identifying  the  assassins.  Smith  who  kept  a  stopping  house  on  the  edge  of  the  Salt 
Plain,  north  of  Touchwood,  was  also  murdered,  and  his  body  found  iu  the  bashes, 
several  days  after  his  death.  Suspicion  pointed  strongly  to  an  Indian  of  thac  vieiDitj 
who  bad  worked  for  some  time  for  deceased,  and  he  was  arrested  by  Sergont  Mao- 
pherson,  and  the  expenditure  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  above  the  amount  aa 
Indian  would  be  likely  to  possess  in  summer,  was  against  him,  but  he  made  a  stats* 
ment  that  he  received  the  money  from  a  squaw  of  bad  character  who  might  han 
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possessed  that  amoant,  and  who  having  gone  to  the  States,  we  were  unable  to  secore 
as  a  witness,  he  waa  therefore  released  later  on  for  want  of  evidence. 

Considerable  discredit  was  endeavored  to  be  attached  to  the  police  for  the  failaro 
to  arrest  in  these  cases,  bat  the  enormous  tract  of  country,  the  sparse  settlement,  the 
time  that  elapsed  before  the  victims  were  found,  and  tJie  facility  with  which  tho 
mnrderers  could  travel  for  several  days  without  being  seen  by  a  human  being,  are 
BofficieDt  reasons  for  our  bad  luck. 

It  was  found  necessary  on  several  occasions  during  the  past  year  to  employ 
special  trains  for  the  rapid  transit  of  police,  rendered  advisable  by  the  alarming 
mmoars  in  circulation  and  the  consequent  uneasincES  of  the  settlers. 

I  enclose  a  map  which  correctlv  shows  the  country  patrolled  by  the  police  during 
the  past  year.    (Map  will  bo  distributed  in  a  separate  cover). 

INDIANS. 

The  conduct  of  the  Indians  throuc^hout  the  Territories  during  the  past  year  has 
been  remarkably  good,  those  in  the  IlJorth  and  Bast  having  generally  stayed  at  home 
and  worked  their  farms  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

At  Eegina  a  large  quantity  of  hay  has  been  supplied  the  Police  under  oontraot 
by  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity,  the  quality  being  first  class,  and  the  requirements  of 
the  contract  carried  out  most  satisfactorily. 

Barly  in  the  Spring  the  Bloods  caused  a  good  deal  of  trouble.  A  number  of  their 
jonng  men,  tired  of  the  reserve,  and  anxious  to  distinguish  themselves,  miade  a  dash 
on  Medicine  Hat  and  vicinity  and  on  T7.  S.  Territory,  stealing  a  number  of  horses. 
Baring  the  summer  too  we  had  occasional  trouble  with  them.  Occasionally  cattle 
have  been  killed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  reserves,  but  the  arrest,  speedy  trial 
and  punishment  of  ^*  Good  jRider/'  a  Blood,  stopped  this  practice. 

The  recovery  of  a  large  hand  of  horses  stolen  from  them  by  T7.  S.  Indians,  has 
had  a  most  beneficial  efTect,  and  rendered  them  much  quieter,  and  lately  we  have  had 
no  trouble  with  them. 

The  Piegans  and  Sarcees  have  given  no  trouble,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
cases  of  breaking  into  bouses  in  the  vicinity  of  their  reserves,  one  of  which  resulted 
in  the  shooting  of  an  Indian  by  a  settler  named  Thompson,  who  was  tried  and 
acquitted,  and  another  case  which  resulted  in  the  '*  Dcorfoot ''  escape,  there  have  been 
BO  difficulties  with  the  Blackfect. 

The  rapid  settlement  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  these  tribes,  and  the  system 
of  allowing  the  Indians  off  their  reserves,  practically  when  they  please,  together 
with  their  being  permitted  to  carry  arms  (mostly  of  repeating  pattern^  is  liable 
sooner  or  later  to  result  in  serious  trouble,  involving  not  only  the  cattle  business  in 
the  West,  but  the  settlers. 

There  is  no  game  requiring  rifles  to  shoot,  and  if  it  is  impossible  to  prevent 
Indians  owning  repeating  rifles,  I  would  suggest  that  they  be  compelled  to  leave 
^m  on  their  reserves. 

The  Police  have  been  frequently  blamed  for  not  displaying  their  old  firmness 
and  dash  when  dealing  with  criminal  Indians,  but  it  must  be  remembered  in  the  old 
days  the  Indians  could  only  retaliate  on  the  Police  themselves,  and  on  a  few  traders, 
quite  able  and  only  too  ready  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Now-a-days  the  people 
are  scattered  all  over  the  country,  and  rashness  on  the  part  of  the  Police  might  at 
any  time  result  in  the  murder  and  insult  of  settlers  and  their  families.  There  is  no 
deficiency  of  pluck  in  the  Force  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  and  when  necessary 
and  advisable,  I  have  no  doubt  the  same  dash  will  be  found  as  formerly. 

The  scarcity  of  rabbits  throughout  the  whole  Territories,  which  will  now  exist 
for  about  three  years,  and  the  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  deer,  will  bo  hard  on 
those  Indians  who  do  not  receive  regular  rations,  it  will  however  be  certain  to  make 
them  the  more  anxious  to  work  on  their  farms,  and  as  they  have  generally  had  good 
crops,  and  have  taken  many  prizes  at  the  shows  this  Fall,  I  have  no  doubt  that  next 
year  great  progress  will  be  made. 
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A88I8TAN0S  TO  TUS  INDIAN  DEPARTMSNT. 


Escorts  have  been  famished  to  the  Indian  Department  for  attendance  at  Treaty 
payments,  in  many  instances  the  money  having  been  carried  by  our  men,  and  on 
aeveral  occasions  escorts  have  been  provided  to  convey  Indians  who  had  left  their 
reserves,  back  to  them.  Late  in  the  fail  the  U.S.  authorities  notified  ns  that  they  were 
abont  to  drive  some  of  our  Indians  across  the  line,  and  acting  on  instmctiona  from 
the  Indian  Department,  parties  were  sent  down  to  take  charge  of  them  and  distribate 
them  at  their  reserves,  bat  the  U.S.  Troops  only  took  them  to  the  vicinity  of  the  line, 
and  tarned  them  loose,  very  few  crossing  the  line  and  falling  into  oar  hands.  Those 
that  did  were  escorted  to  their  reserves  a^  directed. 

LIQUOB  LAWS. 

The  enforcement  of  the  North- West  prohibitory  law  is  more  difficalt  than  ever, 
the  sympathy  of  many  of  the  settlei;B  being  generally  against  ns  in  this  matter. 
Large  qaantities  of  liquor  have  been  seized  and  spilt,  but  a  great  deal  more  illicit 
liquor  has  undoubtedly  been  used  under  the  cloak  of  the  permit  system.  Liquor  is  run 
into  the  country  in  every  conceivable  manner,  in  barrels  of  sugar,  salt,  and  as  ginger 
ale,  and  even  in  neatly  constructed  imitation  eggs,  and  respectable  people,  who 
otherwise  are  honest,  will  resort  to  every  device  to  evade  the  liquor  laws,  and  when 
caught  they  have  generally  the  quantity  covered  by  their  permit^  it  is  really  ourtous 
the  extraordinary  length  of  time  some  holders  of  permits  can  keep  their  liquor. 

The  permit  system  should  be  done  away  with  in  the  first  pUoe  if  the  law  is  to 
be  enforced,  and  the  law  itself  should  be  cleared  of  the  technicalities  that  have 
enabled  so  many  to  escape  punishment  this  last  year. 

The  importation  and  manufacture  of  a  good  article  of  lager  beer,  under  stringent 
Inland  Bevenue  regulations,  would,  in  my  opinion  greatly  assist  the  satisfactory 
settlement  of  this  vexed  question.  Nearly  all  the  opprobrium  that  has  been  oast 
n)X>n  the  Police  generally,  and  my  management  in  particular,  can  bd  directly 
traced  to  public  sentiment  on  the  attempt  to  enforce  this  law 

Although  it  has  been  stated  by  parties  interested  in  free  liquor,  that  great 
facilities  for  drunkenness  occur,  I  can  say  that  there  has  been  no  crime  of  any  conse- 
quence during  the  year  in  this  country  attributable  to  whisky,  and  that  the  towns 
and  villages  throughout  the  Territories  are  as  quiet  and  orderly  and  free  from 
outrages  as  any  place  of  the  same  size  in  the  world,  which  is  saying  a  great  deal 
when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  we  have  the  usual  amount  of  nnsettled 
population  common  to  all  new  and  frontier  countries. 

ASSISTANOI   TO  RAILWAY  OOMPANIXS. 

During  the  year  we  have  not  been  called  upon  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway 
for  any  unusual  assistance,  but  every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  protect  the 
oompany  as  far  as  possible  by  suppressing  the  sale  of  intoxicants  along  the  line. 

It  being  found  necessary  to  difecharge  a  large  number  of  miners  at  Lethbridge, 
the  North- West  Goal  and  Navigation  Company  called  upon  us  for  assistance,  ami 
prompt  action  being  taken,  the  necessary  changes  were  made  without  any  loss  to 
property,  and  both  at  Lethbridge  and  Anthracite  coal  mines  every  assistance  has 
neen  given  to  the  proprietors  in  enforcing  law  and  order. 

Detachments  of  police  have  been  constantly  on  duty  at  all  the  important  points 
on  these  roads  in  the  Territories,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  capture  of  oonai- 
derable  illicit  whisky  on  several  occasions  from  train  hands  and  others,  nothing  of 
any  moment  has  occurred. 

HOBSBS. 

During  the  year  no  eastern  horses  have  been  added  to  our  strength,  we  have 
been  re-horsed  entirely  with  western  horses,  even  the  team  horses  hitherto  supplied 
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from  the  east  have  this  year  been  augmented  by  the  selection  of  the  largest  and 
coarsest  horses  in  the  ranks,  which  having  been  broken  to  harness  have  made 
excellent  waggon  horses,  and  I  propose  in  fatore  to  follow  this  practice,  as  I  find  a 
great  many  horses  which  are  at  first  fair  saddle  horses,  after  a  short  time  under 
polioe  care  and  rations,  become  too  heavy  for  the  work,  and  make  excellent  teamers. 
It  has  been  found  advisable  to  oast  and  sell  a  good  many  horses,  but  good  prioea 
have  generally  been  obtained,  and  their  sale  has  saved  serious  future  loss.  A  number 
of  deaths  have  occurred  from  causes  generally  incidemal  to  patrolling  in  countries 
badly  watered,  which  entail  excessive  journeys  and  exposure,  but  the  horses  have 
been  taken  excellent  care  of  by  both  offioers  and  men. 

At  Prinoe  Albert,  where  we  had  no  stables  daring  an  exceptionally  wet  summer^ 
a  lung  disease  broke  out  among  our  horses  which,  in  spite  of  every  care,  carried  off 
a  number,  but  the  same  disease  proved  very  fatal  to  the  horses  of  the  settlers  in  that 
district,  several  losing  all  they  had.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know,  however,  that  the 
erection  of  new  stables  at  most  of  our  posts  this  year  will  give  a  better  chanoe  of 
taking  oare  of  our  horses  in  future,  and  if  my  suggestions  about  building  log  poets 
at  convenient  distances  along  the  frontier  bo  carried  out,  our  horses  will  have  a 
better  chance,  as  after  a  hard  ride,  exposure  is  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  sickness 
and  subsequent  death. 

The  number  of  horses  now  on  the  strength  is  921,and  with  some  exceptions  they 
are  a  young,  sound,  powerful  and  useful  lot,  and  I  am  now  able  to  report  that  all  tM 
divisions  are  well  hcwsed. 

It  will  be  advisable,  however,  to  purehase  100  horses  from  time  to  time  next 
spring  as  opportunity  offers  ot  securing  first-class  animals  at  a  reasonable  figure,  to 
be  di^buted  among  the  various  divisions,  and  thus  enable  us  to  turn  out  the  same 
number  of  horses,  which  will  become  slightly  stale,  for  a  run  which  will  make  them 
eapable  oi  mnch  longer  service,  while  if  kept  at  steady  work  they  wouU,  in  all 
probability,  collapse  before  neit  winter  and  bo  a  total  loss* 

SADDLBRT  AND  HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  of  all  the  divisions  is  generally  in  good  order,  and  with  the 
exception  of  "B"diviHion  which  lost  a  great  deal  unavoidably  when  the  riding 
lohool  was  burned  at  Begina,  will  require  but  little  expenditure  during  the  coming 
year,  only  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear  replacement  being  required.  It  having  been 
found  necessary  to  supply '*  D  "  Division,  in  British  Columbia,  with  double  ciach 
saddles,  I  was  able  to  outfit  '*  O  "  Division  hitherto  supplied  with  Canadian  saddles, 
with  the  single  cinch  saddles  handed  over  by  "  D.'*  I  propose  to  boy  no  more  single 
einch  uaddles  as  the  double  are  better  in  every  way. 

The  harness  is  generally  in  good  order,  but  about  thirty  sets  of  medium  light 
will  be  required.  The  harness  has  so  far  given  general  satisfaction,  being  both  light 
and  serviceable  and  at  the  same  time  of  good  appearance.  Very  heavy  harness  is 
not  required  in  this  force,  our  loads  being  generally  more  bulky  than  heavy. 

The  halters  supplied  this  year  are  a  great  improvement  on  former  issues ; 
many  have  been  made  in  our  own  shops.  The  now  bandoliers  and  buckets  have 
been  found  most  useful,  and  I  would  suggest  that  fifty  of  each  be  supplied  to  each 
Division  at  once. 

The  present  issue  of  horse  blankets  is  most  satisfactory.  We  are  still  very  short 
of  numnahs,  caused  by  the  dificulty  of  procuring  suitable  felt,  saddle  blankets  being 
generally  used  in  default. 

FOBAGl. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  will  be  a  reduction  this  vear  in  the  cost  of 
forage  generally,  oats  having  fallen  to  a  reasonab'e  figure  at  all  the  posts  in  the  Ter- 
ritories with  the  exception  of  Bdmonton,  owing  to  the  good  crops.  At  Bdmonton,a 
aevere  frost  just  at  the  time  the  tenders  were  called   for,  frightened  the  sellers^  and 
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the  tODdero  tbongh  very  reasoDable  for  imported  oats  were  too  high,  as  in  sfiim  €it 
the  frost,  a  fair  oiop  waa  threshed  oat. 

Hay  this  year  has  been  plentifal  in  nearly  every  Distriot  ezoept  at  ICacleod, 
and  has  been  secured  at  reasonable  rates,  l>ut  ihe  general  soaroity  in  the  Maoleod 
Bistriot,  and  the  quantities  the  ranchers  now  consider  it  necessary  to  save  for  their 
own  use,  render  it  extremely  donbtfol  if  mach  farther  redaction  can  be  expected. 

Yeiy  little  straw  is  now  in  nse  in  this  force,  the  waste  in  hay  being  wiin  good 
management  quite  safBoient  for  bedding. 

The  fkilnre  of  the  oat  crop  in  the  Kootenay  District  has  entailed  the  freighting 
in  of  a  large  quantity,  which  has  necessarily  been  expensive ;  the  price  of  hay  there 
18  also  enormous.  Great  care  however  has  been  exercised  by  Superintendnt  Steele^ 
commanding  the  police  in  that  District,  and  the  horses  are  kept  on  the  range  aa 
much  as  possible  to  save  expense. 

At  ail  posts  there  is  marked  improvement  in  the  construction  of  haystacks,  but. 
St  many  of  the  posts  the  granaries  are  not  calculated  for  the  economical  storage  oL 

TBANSPOBT. 

The  transport  of  all  the  Divisions  is  generally  sufficient,  and  a  few  waggons  to 
supply  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear  will  only  be  required  next  year.  Very  strong- 
douDle-buckboards  have  been  introduced  which  with  a  few  alterations  have  beea 
found  very  useful,  and  the  adoption  of  a  half  spring  wagson,.  thimble  skeined,  has 
been  found  to  meet  our  requirements  admirably  fbr  patrolpurpoees.  These  waggona^ 
are  deficient  in  a  few  minor  details  which  will  be  altered  in  our  next  supply.  The 
repairs  to  transport,  including  painting,  has  in  almost  every  instance  beea  done  by 
our  own  men. 

To  insure  the  proper  care  of  transport,  all  posts  should  at  once  be  supplied  with 
waggon  sheds,  the  outlay  in  paint  alone  being  good  interest  on  the  cost  of  oonatruo- 
lion.  The  disastrous  fire  at  Begina  caused  the  Toss  of  some  li^ht  transport  and  aleighai 
but  the  energy  of  the  men  saved  the  greater  part.  Our  commodious  waggon  aheda 
being  part  <»  the  Biding  School,  perished  also. 


The  whole  force  is  now  supplied  with  Bnfield  revolvers  which  are  well  adapted 
for  our  work.  I  propose  to  arm  the  Bail  way  Police  with  a  smaller  weapon  wnich 
can  be  carried  in  a  less  conspicuous  manner. 

The  Winchester  carbine  so  loog  the  favourite  arm  with  western  prairie  men  ia 
not  ^ving  good  satisfaction  in  the  Force,  the  ease  with  which  it  gets  out  of  <Htler 
and  its  liability  to  break  off  at  the  Htock,  are  serious  drawbacks  to  its  efficiency.  The 
advantages  of  the  magazine  in  this  carbine  are  quite  neutralised  by  the  dnfiouhy 
experienced  in  keeping  it  in  order,  and  the  great  temptation  it  offers,  especially  to 
young  recruits,  to  waste  their  fire  For  a  Military  weapon  the  trajectory  is  very 
much  too  high.  A  good  many  of  the  first  iesaes  are  gradually  wearing  out,  and  I 
would  suggest  that  as  soon  as  it  can  be  settled  which  is  Uie  best  carbine  now  made, 
one  Division  be  supplied  with  it,  when  if  satisfactory  it  can  be  issued  to  the  rest  of 
the  Force. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  repayment  price  of  ammunition  be  reduced  as  low  as 
possible  that  the  men  may  be  encouraged  to  practice  independently  of  their  annual 
drill,  and  that  two  marksmen  in  each  Dividion,  receive  extra  pay  and  badges. 

B4BBA0KS. 

The  new  barracks  have  been  completed  at  Begina  and  are  well  suited  to  our 
requirements,  the  difSculty  in  obtaioing  seasoned  wood  however  will  cause  consi- 
derable repairs  from  time  to  time.  The  necessity  of  appointing  a  competent  archi- 
tect to  take  charge  of  Mounted  Police  improvements  is  very  apparent^  as  the 
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•rdipaiy  dark  of  works  doM  not  undentaiul  our  wants.  The  loss  by  fire  of  the 
Biding  School  on  NoTember  26,  has  been  a  great  blow  to  ns  and  it  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  train  recruits  this  winter ;  its  re-erection  at  an  early  date  is  imperative. 
TtuB  post  is  now  in  good  order,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  new  Biding  School 
and  Oat  boose,  the  only  oailay  necessary  will  be  for  a  few  repaiis  and  painting. 

Barly  in  the  spring,  one  of  the  old  log  barrack  rooms  at  Calgary  was  burned 
down,  and  since  then  the  division  at  that  post  has  been  very  uncomfortable  and 
crowded.  In  fact  when  not  on  duty  the  men  have  had  no  place  to  spend  their  even* 
fugs,  and  have  been  compelled  to  put  in  their  spare  time  in  the  town,  which  has  got 
several  of  them  into  serious  trouble.  The  proposed  erection  of  new  barracks  on  the 
Beffina  ]ilan  will  remedy  this,  but  I  remt  that  it  has  not  been  considered  advisable 
to  Duild  in  brick  or  stone.  Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  at  that  post 
during  the  year,  the  stables  have  been  sided,  which  will  save  serious  annual  expense^ 
and  a  neat  wire  fence  has  been  put  round  the  post. 

At  Frinoe  Albert  an  entirely  new  post  has  been  built  and  when  finished  and 
fgnoed  in  will  be  most  complete.  When  I  inspected  it  in  November,  I  considered  it 
fti  best  finished,  best  laid  oat,  and  most  convenient  post  under  my  command,  and 
matinredit  is  due  to  theolerk  of  the  works,  ICr.  Peters,  and  to  ^iperintendent 
renry  commanding  the  fbroe  there. 

At  Battleford  the  temporary  buildings  erected  last  year  are  in  use  stQl,  and 
with  the  improvements  suggested  in  my  previous  report  to  you,  will  be  amply  sufl-- 
sisnt  ibr  the  fOTce  I  pvopose  to  keep  at  that  post. 

Hew  banatks  are  required  at  Bdmonton,  our  present  headquarters  at  For^ ' 
Sttkatchewan  beiitt  out  of  the  way.  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  a  new  post 
be  commenced  in  the  immediate  vicinitv  of  Bdmonton,  where  the  main  body  of  the 
division  doing  duty  in  that  district  should  be  quartered.  This  action  I  shomd  have 
stroDgly  recommended  before  if  I  could  have  got  a  suitable  site,  which  can  now  be 
tmai  on  the  Aurrendered  Indian  reserve,  south  of  the  town. 

Only  t2,000  was  allowed  Superintendent  Ghriesbach  to  repair  and  alter  Fort 
Saskatchewan  to  hold  his  division  this  winter,  and  the  assistant  commissioner  reports 
fwy  highly  of  the  judicious  manner  in  which  he  has  laid  out  this  money.  This  in 
flie  only  post  I  have  not  been  able  to  inspect  personally  this  year,  but  I  propose  to 
do  so  at  an  early  date,  when  I  will  select  a  suitable  site  for  the  barracks. 

The  post  at  Madeod  is  in  good  order  and  only  the  usual  painting  and  repairs> 
viU  be  required  next  year,  unless  '*  D  "  Division  returns  from  Kootenay,  when  another 
kige  BUble  will  be  requited. 

At  Lethbridge  the  new  barracks  are  rapidly  appi  caching  completion  and  when 
isifih«  d  the  men  will  be  very  comfortable.  The  site  is  commanding  and  dry,  but  at 
preseiti  he  water  supply  is  bad;  a  pipe  and  tank  f^om  the  Gait  water  systemic 
proposed,  the  construction  of  which  will  remove  the  difSculty. 

At  Medicine  Hat  the  barracks  are  now  in  excellent  order,  but  we  are  badly 
handicapped  in  consequence  ot  their  position,  as  when  most  wanted  we  are  often 
prevented  from  crossing  the  river.  The  erection  of  a  log  outpost  at  Bulls  Head  at 
the  Bead  of  the  Cypress  mountain  where  a  party  will  be  kept  at  all  times  except  in 
the  dead  of  winter,  srd  a  small  town  detachment  (which  for  want  of  a  building  of 
cur  own,  works  badly)  is  the  best  I  can  do  at  present  to  counteract  the  bad  situation 
of  the  Post,  which  should  be  pulled  down  and  roereoted  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Ssfikatchewan  Biver,  as  Indians  on  horse  stealing  intent  always  make  for  Medicine 
Eat 

At  Maple  Creek,  the  headquarters  of  A  "  Division  which  supplies  the  detach- 
Bent  for  Medicine  Hat,  the  barracks  are  in  a  bad  state,  tbey  are  small,  crowded 
together  and  most  inconvenient,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to  keep  a  division  in  good 
Aipe.  The  hospital  is  a  shell,  and  there  is  neither  recreation  room,  saddle  room  or 
sabaltems'  quarters.  If  Maple  Greek  is  to  remain  the  headquarters  of  a  division,  a 
lew  post  should  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 
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At  Wood  Moantaio,  which  is  the  naimmer  headqterters  of  "  B  *'  Division  (Bafpoft 
being  their  winter  qnarters)  a  small  building  aiMl  Btable  costing  $1,500,  has  bees 
erected  which  affords  good  accommodaiion  to  the  small  detachment  it  is  noeesBary  to 
keep  there  in  winter,  and  additions  to  thi»  post  at  an  early  date  would  ensure  ^reafc 
comfort  to  the  division  in  summer  ;  $2,000,  would  cover  tbe  expense. 

It  having  been  found  advisable  to  seod  '^  D  ''  Division  under  Saperlnteodent 
Steele  to  Kootenay  lant  June,  it  was  necessary  to  construct  complete  barracks  aod 
iiccommodation  for  a  full  division  in  a  country  where  neither  mechanics  or  tinished 
material  could  be  obtsined.  These  difficulties  have  been  ably  overcome  by  8aperio> 
tendent  Steele,  aod  his  division  now  occupies  very  comfortable  quarters  with  bospi- 
tal,  stables,  &c.  complete,  entirely  constructed  by  his  men,  and  this  done  in  the  moe 
of  a  virulent  outbreak  of  fever  in  the  division.  Too  much  credit  cauoot  be  given  to 
this  officer,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  division  for  these  results  when  opposed  by 
•enormous  difficulties. 

Our  greatest  weakness  at  all  posts  is  inadequate  fire  protection.  In  winter  the 
inclement  nature  of  the  climate  renders  fire  engines,  Baboocks  and  other  appliances 
considered  efficacious  in  more  temperate  climes,  comparatively  useless  here,  and  our 
only  safety  lies  in  constant  vigilance^  for  let  a  fire  once  start,  the  best  equipped  fire 
brigade  in  the  world  would  be  unable  to  conquer  it  with  the  temperature  at  40,  and 
4t  breeze  blowing. 

I  must  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  advisability  oi  at  onee  supplying  this 
force  with  suitable  iron  kiedsteads  in  place  of  the  untidy  and  unoomibrtable  bed  boards 
And  trestle  still  in  use.  Every  other  force  hi  the  Dominion  has  new  eomfortsMe  iron 
bedsteads  supplied,  and  even  the  convicts  in  the  gaols  are  aba  Mpplied  wkh  them, 
while  my  men  sleep  on  hay  palliasses  on  bard  boards. 

ruBL. 

In  the  North,  wood  is  still  generally  used  as  fuel  although  coal  has  been  issued  at 
Bdmonton,  but  wood  is  generally  so  reasonable  that  we  fitid  it  more  eoonooilcal, 
besides  distributing  the  money  more  evenly  among  the  settlors. 

In  the  South,  and  along  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  BaJlway,  we  n^  oesl 
almost  entirely,  the  larger  portion  of  which  oomes  from  the  Gait  Mines.  Wears 
trying  Medicine  Hat  coal  at  that  post,  and  some  Bariff  anthracite  has  been  used,  but 
until  a  crusher  is  employed  at  that  mine  it  is  no  u^e  attempting  to  use  the  ooaL 

The  hard  coal  used  at  Begina  in  limited  quantities,  oomes  from  Pensyirania^  hot 
four  fifths  of  the  coal  used  here  is  from  the  Gait  Mines,  This  coal  burns  woli  bat 
dirties  the  pipes  very  soon,  and  entails  constant  care.    • 

Ck>al  is  still  too  high,  and  I  hope  by  next  winter  to  see  it  considerably  reduoed 
in  price. 

KITS  AND  INORIASSD  RATES  OF  PAT. 

The  kits  of  the  men  are  now  generally  very  complete*  and  the  articles  of  clothing 
issued  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  the  great  coats  which  neither  p^^ssess  the 
strength  nor  are  sufficiently  waterproof  for  the  use  of  a  Force  exposed  t'>  so  mach 
bard  work  and  weather.  The  disappearance  of  the  buffalo  and  the  di  Acuity  in 
replacing  the  coat  of  that  fur  hitherto  in  une  with  a  suitable  substitute,  has  rendered 
us  short  of  fur  coats.  At  present  we  are  tiying  an  article  called  ^'  Montana  Oal^** 
and  if  natural  black  skins  of  this  quality  oould  be  used  instead  of  dyed  one%  I  think 
this  want  would  be  met.  The  coats  supplied  this  year  sre  long  and  splittailed, 
afiBording  good  protection  to  the  men's  legs  either  riding  or  driving* 

Oompeneation  for  the  kits  not  required  by  the  men  has  been  introduced  ktely 
jmd  is  a  great  boon  to  the  men,  while  at  the  same  time  it  will  do  away  with  ezoosDve 
kitS|  and  consequently  cau8e  a  reduction  in  transport  required,  and  be  a  great  saving 
to  the  Government,  tne  compensation  allowance  being  two  thirds  of  the  value. 

The  pay  of  artizans  can  now  be  increased  when  I  consider  it  advisaUe,  and  there 
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18  DO  doubt  the  semoee  of  a  better  olaas  of  anizaDs  will  be  teoared  and  retained  in 
the  fatare. 

DBILL. 

Daring  the  year  every  opportonity  has  been  taken  to  perfeet  the  variona  d|vi^ 
dons  in  both  foot  and  nu>anted  drill ;  target  prantioe  beinfic  completed  were  praotio- 
ible.  So  mnoh  patrolling,  however,  has  been  necessary  that  there  bas  not  been  as 
maob  time  for  drill  as  formerly. 

The  recruits  have  had  a  great  deal  of  drill,  and  have  been  well  instructed  in 
police  duties,  and  with  very  few  exceptions,  all  tbe  force  are  good  riders.  The 
horses  have  been  well  trained  to  lead  and'  siand  fire  in  addition  to  regular  drill 
movemeiita. 

QQNIWrOT,  DIS0IPLIlfB,JC0. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  in  the  force  has  generally  been  very  good  indeed  during 
the  last  year.  Nearly  every  instance  of  bad  conduct  has  been  directly  attributable  to 
irhisky,  and  1  have  fo«nd  it  neoessary  to  summarily  dismisH  several  men.  I  pro- 
pose  in  future  with  your  oonfient  to  dismiss  all  men  with  lissolute  habits  as  tboy  uro 
only  an  encumbranoe  to  the  foroe.  As  soon  as  the  Pension  Bill,  now  under  considar- 
atioa  is  in  fotOBf  I  ornaidar  there  will  be  no  oocai^ion  for  imprieoj^ment^  the  impoai-^ 
tioii  of  fines  and  dismissal  will  oov^r  all  cases. 

The  energy  and  good  conduct  of  tbe  non-oonunissioned  ofSoers  tbroughout  ikm 
force  bas  been  a  bright  example  to  the  men,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  thatl  hfif^  nc^ 
^Qse  to  regret  any  promotiors  that  I  have  made  during  the  year. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  in  the  newnpapers  about  dissatififaction  amon^ft 
the  men,  caused  by  my  bad  management  and  favoritism  for  Old  Countrymen  whea 
niakiDg  promotiooH.  This  is  not  the  case  as  the  men  are  eenera^iy  well  satisfied, 
strict  imparttality  having  been  invariably  nbewn  in  promotions.  Being  a  Canadiaif 
inyself  of  United  Bmptre  Loyalist  stock,  it  is  hardly  likely  that  I  should  pass  orar 
OsDadians,  in  fact  the  records  of  tbe  force  in  your  possession  clearly  show  that  there 
m  more  Canadian  non-commissioned  officers  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Oaaa*' 
<liao8  in  the  force  than  is  the  case  of  other  nationalities. 

During  tbe  year  179  men  became  entitled  to  their  discharge  by  expiration  of 
service.  Of  tbcHe  no  lens  than  85  immediately  re-engaged  for  a  further  term ;  M 
who  took  their  discharge  have  since  reengaged,  and  11  men  who  wore  discharged  in 
previons  years  have  rejoined  the  force.  Hany  others  would  re  engasfo  if  there  was 
IK)  objection  to  married  men,  but  the  difficulty  of  providing  married  qaaners  and' 
many  other  reasons,  render  the  engagement  ot  married  constables  undesirable. 

PHT8IQU1. 

The  general  physique  of  the  force  is  of  a  very  high  standard,  and  there  are  very 
few  men  who  are  not  in  tbe  prime  of  life,  they  are  well  set  up  and  are  generally  fit 
for  the  arduous  work  they  are  liable  at  anytime  to  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

HIALTH  or  THE  FOEOI. 

With  tbe  exception  of  malarial  fever  in  Kootenay,  which  carried  oS  four  eon- 
stables,  and  at  Wood  Mountain,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  one  conataUe  after 
the  division  had  moved  into  winter  quarters  at  Begina,  the  health  of  the  force  has 
been  remarkably  good. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  invalid  a  good  many  men  during  the  year,  but 
with  the  ezoeptioKi  of  one  or  two  accidentally  injum,  all  thoso  invalided  were 
offering  from  complainla  wUJi  which  they  bad  joined  the  fi>rcew 
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RATIONS. 


The  patent  prooess  flour  now  isBiied  to  the  force  is  giving  general  Bftttsfius^oii^ 
«Bd  the  only  article  requiring  improvement  is  the  coffee  which  is  issued  in  the  baaiv 
«Bd  is  not  m  as  good  quality  as  the  other  rations,  and  it  is  only  with  the  greateit 
•Idil  and  care  that  it  can  be  made  a  pleasant  beverage. 

The  compressed  tea  still  continues  to  give  the  higheet  satisfaction. 

DBSlBTIOir. 

Most  of  the  deserters  were  as  usual  of  very  short  service  and  were  ffenerailr 
town-bred  men  who  were  not  suited  to  the  lonely  life  incidental  to  a  pouoemABV 
f}aty  in  this  country. 

Greater  care  is  necessary  in  selecting  recruits  for  this  force.  Many  of  the  eerli- 
Seales  on  which  men  are  eogaffcd  are  written  by  fHends  who  are  anxious  to  git 
tiiem  otat  of  their  neighbourhood,  and  hope  that  tlie  dJsdpliae  of  the  police  will 
TCoiaira  their  protegees. 

The  diiBculty  of  getting  out  of  the  force  is  also  a  great  cause  of  desertion.  OSKi> 
cf  more  lucrative  employment,  the  illness  or  death  of  their  parents,  legacies  left  i» 
them,  and  other  causes  of  a  Uke  nature,  constantly  require  some  of  tnem  to  leave  tke^ 
Jbrae.  Only  three  a  month  are  (out  of  a  thousand  men)  allowed  to  pnrdiase  thev- 
4iediarge,  and  as  frequently  their  future  depends  on  a  speedy  release,  they  desert  I 
WPOuM  suggest  that  men  be  allowed  to  purchase  their  discharge  at  30  diays  notice^ 
provided  that  such  a  course  be  compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  country. 

;  BAMOHIHO  PBOSPBOTS. 

Last  winter  was  generally  most  diciastrons  to  cattle  on  the  ranges  all  OT«r 
America,  in  our  North*  West  however  although  the  loss  was  much  higher  than  nana), 
1k»  best  managed  ranches  suifercd  but  little.  A  great  man^  cattle  died  but  tha^ 
wwe  for  the  mo»t  part  those  that  arrived  in  the  country  late  in  the  £ril,  and  in  poor 
condition,  and  their  owrers  having  no  shelter  for  them,  they  naturally  were  UDtUe 
Id  stand  the  exceptional  weather.  There  has  been  a  considerable  fall  in  the  valve  of 
keef  this  season,  and  the  ranchers  have  been  obliged  to  seek  a  market  in  the  Easten 
Ptovinces  for  their  surplus  animals.  If  any  of  these  animals  were  afterwards  shippei 
to  Hngland  with  very  gratifying  results,  and  I  think  it  has  now  been  dearly  demonfi- 
trsted  that  a  fair  profit  can  be  obtained  in  the  old  country  on  cattle  sent  from  oar 
'  name  went,  provided  they  are  of  the  best  quality. 
Hay  in  enprmous  quantities  has  been  put  up  this  year  on  most  of  the  ranohM^ 
so  mr  the  season  has  been  propitious. 

CROPS. 

The  crops  in  the  agricultural  districts  of  the  North- West  Territories  have  gene- 
jmlly  been  extremely  good  this  year.  At  Edmonton  early  frosts  destroyed  a  po^ 
tion  of  the  grain  crop  and  almost  entirely  mined  potatoes.  In  the  Qu'Appelle  T«l- 
ley  district,  a  great  oeal  of  damage  was  done  by  gophers,  particularly  in  light  soil. 
In  the  ranching  country  the  crop  was  not  a  verv  good  one,  the  season  havirg  been 
iaie  and  cold,  but  hay  all  over  has  been  an  excellent  crop,  and  farmers  generally  are 
«Ddeavouring  to  get  into  mixed  faiming  as  fast  as  their  means  will  allow. 

7^  OAMl. 


The  late  severe  winter  was  dipastrons  to  the  antelopes,  large  bands  seekirg  the 
-Canity  of  the  settlements  in  search  of  food  and  falling  an  easy  prey,  and  deer  of 
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n  sorts  are  now  very  soaroe  in  the  oonntrj.  The  nsnal  supply  of  most  fbr-bearing 
nimals  is  reported  to  exist,  bat  the  almost  total  extermination  of  the  rabbits  trom^ 
hroat  disease,  that  comes  regularly  every  seven  years,  has  been  followed  by  the- 
orresponding  scarcity  of  lynx. 

Iq  conolnsion,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  I  have  gene- 
ally  received  from  all  ranks  daring  the  year,  and  while  quite  aware  that  in  many 
dnts  we  are  still  deficient  and  capable  of  improvement,  I  think  that  in  all : 
leetB  the  efficiency  of  the  force  has  improved  daring  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  HEBGHMER, 
Oommimaner,  N.  W.  M.  P: 
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APPENDIX    A. 


ANNUAL  BEPOBT  OF  THE   ASSISTANT  COJtfttlSSIONBE,  NORTH-WBSI 

MOUNTED  POLICE,  1887. 

North -West  ICountid  Polios, 

Calgary,  N.-W.  T.,  3Uth  November,  1887. 

Sir,  —I  have  the  honour  to  fiubmit  my  aoDual  report  for  the  year  ending  30tli 
November,  1887. 

BeiDff  the  only  inspecting  officer  at  present,  my  duties  necessarily  kept  me  on 
the  road  the  greater  part  of  my  time,  ana  consequently  I  will  have  little  to  say  about 
Calgary  which  is  my  head  quarters. 

All  magisterial  work  done  by  me  is  embraced  in  the  return  fornished  by  the 
officer  commanding  '<  E  "  Division. 

In  connection  with  my  duties  as  assistant  commissioner  I  have  travelled  a  great 
number  of  miles  during  the  year,  as  below  : 

By  rail 10,461 

^  water ^ 900 

With  horses  overland... ^ 3,620 

On  foot,  snow-shoes • 200 

Total 15,181 

During  the  year,  I  have  visited  every  station,  including  outpostSi  at  whiok  we 
liave  men  stationed. 

Reports  having  been  forwarded  to  the  Honourable  the  Minister  that  the  Indians 
in  the  Eootenay  District  of  British  Columbia  were  very  uneasy,  and  likely  to 
give  serious  trouble  to  the  settlers  who  are  entirely  unprotected,  I  received  confi* 
dential  instructions  from  you  to  proceed  to  Kooteuay  at  once  and  make  a  report  on 
the  state  of  the  country,  the  necessity  for  sending  in  police,  and  the  best  ronte  by 
which  to  get  them  in  and  the  cheapest  and  best  way  to  provision  them  while  tiiera. 
I  accordingly  started  on  1st  January  accompanied  by  sergeant  Macd9nnell,and  finding 
it  impraticable,  owing  to  the  depth  of  snow  and  the  itnposslbility  of  hiring  Indian 
packers,  to  get  in  by  Golden  City,  I  proo^oded  vid  Victoria  and  Tocomah  to  Sand 
toint  on  the  United  States  side  of  the  boundary  line,  where  finding  a  settler  jnst  in 
from  Bonner's  Perry  on  the  Kootenay,  I  engaged  him  to  take  me  to  that  plaee; 
although  there  was  a  good  waggon  trail  from  Kootenay  Station,  six  miles  naat  of 
Sand  Point,  to  Bonner's  Ferry,  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  owing  to  the  depth  of  snow 
it  took  us  two  days  to  make  the  difltance,  and  fioally  it  was  necessary  to  leave  all 
our  kit,  except  a  change  of  undercl  )thing  and  a  pair  of  blankets  each,  and  travel  on 
enow-shoes  to  Cranbrook,  Colouel  Baker's  place  on  Joseph  Prairie.  We  travelled  np 
an  old  pack  trail  which  follows  the  Magic  River  for  a  good  part  of  the  distance ;  it 
has  not  been  used  very  much  lately,  freight  from  Kootenay  now  going  in  from  Golden 
<7ity,  instead  of  from  Sand  Point  on  the  Northern  Pacific  fiatlway.  The  trail  wms 
very  rough,  and  a  great  d^al  of  fallen  timber  and  deep  soft  snow  made  the  work 
rather  hard.  I  had  Kootenay  Indians  packing  oar  blankets  and  provisions,  they 
carried  about  35  pounds  each,  and  proved  to  be  capital  fellows,  very  willing  and 
obliging.  The  Indians  did  our  cooking  and  baking  and  were  very  clean  about  it; 
we  only  carried  bacon,  fiour,  tea  and  sugar. 

At  Cranbrook,  I  hired  saddle  horses,  and  visited  the  settlers,  making  all  poauUe 
enquiries,  and  reported  to  you  that  I  considered  it  necessary  to  send  in  PoliC6,for  the 
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reaaon  tiiat  I  foond  a  very  nneasy  feeHng  ezistin;  among  tbe  sefbYeVs  as  to  the- 
Indiao  qneation.  The  older  Indians,  having  a  number  of  cattle,  ate  Mxioas  for 
peace,  bat  the  jonng  men,  who  are  all  great  gamblers  and  have  no  stake  in  the 
ooontry  are  a  bad  lot,  and  ready  for  misohief  at  any  moment. 

The  £ootenay  Indians  are  a  fine  race  pbysioally  and  '  are  Christians  of  Oatholio 
persnaeion.  They  have  no  idea  of  the  boandary  line  and  state  that  they  cannot 
onderBtand  why  they  shoald  not  have  the  mn  of  the  Eootenay  BiTer  as  in  the  past, 
and  which  they  claim  as  their  conntrv.  They  stron,2;ly  protest  against  being  placed 
on  reserves,  particnlarly  Nos.  3  and  4  Bands,  the  former  saying  that  they  want  to 
Uve  where  they  always  have  lived,  a  number  of  them  having  cattle. 

They  also  say  that  the  reserve  is  in  no  way  suited  for  their  purposes ;  they 
also  object  strongly  to  Colonel  Baker  taking  up  a  portion  of  land,  which  he  purchaseO' 
from  lir.  Galbraith,  or  the  Government,  on  Joseph's  Prairie,  and  which  is  claimed 
IB  being  inherited  from  old  Joseph,  in  his  lifetime  a  notable  chief  of  the  Eootenais. 
No.  4  Band  live  principally  on  the  American  side  of  the  line,  and  object  to  their 
raserva  They  are,  m>m  what .  I  hear,  a  bad  lot.  There  are  always  a  number  of 
nnagade  whites  and  Indians  living  with  this  Band  and  traders  openly  sell  whiskey 
which,  of  oourse,  makes  matters  much  worse. 

There  are  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  fighting  men  in  the  various  bands,  alV 
well  armed  and  with  plenty  of  ammunition. 

At  the  same  time  I  forwarded  you  a  map  of  the  country  and  a  report  of  the  beat 
routes  into  it  and  the  easiest  way  to  ration  the  force  sent  in, 

I  returned  to  Calgary  early  in  February,  visited  High  Eiver  on  the  19th  inst. 
ind  inspected  the  Detachment  there. 

On  the  25th  I  proceeded  to  Begioa,  remaining  there  until  the  6th  March  (being 
employed  on  a  board  examining  non-commissioned  officers  who  had  put  in  a  course 
rf instruction)  when  I  returned  to  Calgary. 

On  the  16th  I  again  started  for  Rsgina  to  take  over  command  during  your 
absence  on  duty  at  Ottawa,  but  had  to  go  to  Calgary  again  on  the  20th  to  hold  an 
mvestigation  into  the  cause  of  a  fire  by  which  one  of  the  barrack  buildings  was 
destroyed ;  I  returned  to  Begina  on  the  24th  and  remained  in  command  until  your 
return  on  1st  Hay. 

I  left  for  Calgary  on  2nd  May* 

I  omitted  to  state  that  in  December  1886 1  inspected  '* A  "Divii^ion  at  Maple  Creek 
and  Medicine  Hat. 

On  the  11th  May  I  proceeded  on  special  duty  to  Golden  City. 
On  the  24th  I  startM  overland  to  the  Gk)vernor  General's  Crossing  of  the  Bed 
Deer  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  *'  K  "  Division  and  seeing  them 
safely  over  the  Bed  Deer  Biver,  which  fortunately  was  just  fordable.    This  Division 
arrived  at  the  Biver  in  capital  form,  both  men  and  horses. 

In  June,  having  been  ordered  to  accompany  the  Commissioners  Yowell  and 
Powell,  I  proceeded  to  Kootenay  vid  Golden  City,  taking  the  steamer  "  Duchess  "  as  far 
as  the  Lower  Columbia  Lake ;  from  there  we  took  horses  to  Wild  Horse  Creek,  an 
old  mining  camp.  Chief  Isadore  was  sent  for,  and  after  several  days  interview,  he 
agreed  to  band  over  Eapula  to  the  British  Columbian  authorities,  whenever  called 
upon  to  do  so. 

1  his  Eapula  had  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  murder,  and  Isadore  and  his  band 
had  released  him. 

I  found,  as  suggested  in  my  former  report,  that  the  United  States  €h>vemment 
bad  sent  25  men  to  Tobacco  Plains  from  their  camp  at  Missoula. 

The  Indians  I  found  well  armed  and  have  about  500  cattle  and  2,000  ponies. 
The  settlers  have  about  1,000  head  of  cattle  and  a  few  horses. 

There  were  some  **  Stonies"  in  the  Valley  ostensibly  on  a  trading  visit,  but  I 
have  reason  to  suspect  their  object  was  to  give  assistance,  if  any  row  had  occurred 
with  the  KootenaiSi 

From  appearances  I  considered  that  most  of  the  oats  could  be  supplied  in  th& 
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-ooantiy,  but  the  crop  was  destroyed  almost  entirely  and  it  was  necessary  to  Bend  ia 
nearly  all  the  grain  required. 

I  made  arrangementtf  for  Superintendent  Steele's  Division  as  far  as  possible,  and 
gave  him  all  the  information  I  had  acquired. 

I  returned  to  Calgary  on  the  6th  July  and  proceeded  to  Begina  on  the  9tl^ 
remaining  there  until  the  16th. 

On  the  21  St  I  started  from  Calgary  on  a  tour  of  inspection  through  the  Northera 
Posts.  I  inspected  the  detachments  of  *'  6  "  Division  at  fied  Deer  and  Bdmonton  aad 
the  headquarters  of  the  division  at  Fort  Saskatchewan.  I  found  the  division  io  good 
order,  the  buildings  very  oonfortable.  I  proceeded  on  to  Battleford,  going  by  way 
of  Yictoria,  Saddle  Lake,  Onion  Lake  and  Fort  Pitt,  inspecting  the  detachment  at 
Onion  Lake. 

I  was  astonished  at  the  change  I  found  in  the  country,  in  many  places  pondi^ 
which  used  to  be  quite  deep,  were  dry,  there  was  also  a  greiat  scarcity  or  small  game. 

I  inspected  '<0  "  Division  and  reported  that  the  buildings  required  to  be  made 
wind  and  weather  tight,  before  they  would  be  fit  for  winter. 

I  then  proceeded  to  Prince  Albert  and  inspected  headquarters  of  **  F  "  Division. 
I  was  much  pleased  with  the  situation  of  the  new  barracks,  both  in  a  strategical  as 
well  as  a  sanitary  point  of  view ;  the  buildings  are  splendidly  constructed,  and  will 
be  warm  and  comfortable,  they  are  the  best  arranged  barracks  I  have  seen  in  Canada. 

I  inspected  the  detachments  of  **  V  "  Division  at  Batoche  and  Touchwood  Hills 
and  reached  JEtoginaon  the  17th  August,  having  made  1,000  miles  on  the  prairie^ 
I  then  returned  by  rail  to  Calgary.  On  the  2rd  September  Deerfoot,  a  Blaokfoot 
Indian,  was  arrested  for  larceny  and  escaped.  By  your  instructions  on  the  4^ 
September,  I  visited  the  Blackfoot  camp,  for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  chief  Crow- 
foot, and  had  a  long  talk  with  him,  but  finding  it  impossible  to  get  the  surrender  of 
Deerfoot,  wired  you  to  that  effect. 

Trembling-Man,  who  was  shot  by  Thompson,  died  that  day  in  the  upper  caii^>; 
there  was  considerable  excitement  amongst  the  Indians  over  it,  particidarly  as  at 
that  time  Thompson  was  on  bail,  and  Bad-Dried-Meat,  who  shot  Thompson's  comrade, 
Peach,  was  in  confioement.  The  Indians  did  not  understand  the  differenoe.  I 
explained  the  law  of  bail  as  well  as  I  could  and  Crowfoot  was  perfectly  satisfied. 

My  subsequent  failure  to  arrest  Deerfoot  I  have  already  reported  to  you,  bat  if 
we  were  unsuccessful,  we  had  a  good  opportunity  to  learn  all  about  the  reserve,  pari 
of  which  is  very  much  cut  up  with  sand  hills  and  ravines  and  a  difficult  coantiy  to 
operate  in.  An  opportunity  was  also  given  to  us  to  make  a  show  in  foroe,  and  this 
undoubtedly,  has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  Indians  generally. 

On  the  11th  September  I  started  for  Begina,  and  on  the  14th  I  left  with  horsss 
to  visit  the  outposts  to  the  east  and  south,  and  inspected  all  of  them,  viz : — 

"  B.'' — Qu' Appelle,  Langenburg. 

Depot  Moosomin. 

"  B."— Wood  Bod,  Willow  Bunch,  Wood  Mountain. 

"  A."— East  End  Post,  Farwell,  Ten  MUe  Crossing,  Graham,  Bull's  Head,  Wilknr 
"Creek. 

" k."-Pen  d'Oreille,  Writing  Bock,  Milk  Biver  Bidge,  Kipps  Coulee. 

<'  H."— Stand  Off,  St.  Mary's,  Dry  Forks  Kootenai,  Pincher  Creek,  Crow's  Nest» 
The  Leavings. 

"  B."-.fligh  Biver. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  put  up  houses  and  stables  at  all  the 
different  outpost^  also  to  have  hay  put  up  so  that  detachments  coald,  if  neoessaiy, 
remain  out  all  w  Later,  even  if  they  did  not,  men  could  periodically  be  sent  oat  akMo^ 
the  line  aod  would  make  a  house  every  night. 

I  would  recommend  also  that  detachments  be  established  between  Wood  SbA 
<and  East  Bod  Post ;  it  is  a  rather  long  distance  to  cover. 

From  all  I  could  gather  the  patrol  system  has  given  general  satisfaction,  and,  I 
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am  poBitiye,  prevented  a  great  deal  of  crime.  Horse  Bteatiog  has  been  redaced  to  a 
mini  mam. 

I  found  the  horeee  every  where  of  excellent  quality  and  in  capital  condition  ;  of 
coarse  there  were  necessarily  some  which  had  broken  down  ;  this  most  be  expected 
from  the  severe  work  which  oar  horses  are  frequently  called  upon  to  perform. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  sajring  that  I  consider  the  Broncho  horses  are  the  most 
luitable  in  every  way  for  our  service,  both  teaming  and  saddle.  Of  course  we  havo 
a  number  of  Canadian  horses,  which  have  turned  out  well,  but  taking  all  things  into 
oonsideration,  I  give  the  preference  to  the  Broncho. 

I  found  everywhere  that  all  articles  of  Government  property  were  being  well 
taken  care  of;  however  some  of  the  stations  urgently  require  waggon  sheds  and  har* 
ness  rooms,  as  without  these  it  is  very  hard  on  transport,  Ac 

The  physique  of  the  men  is  very  fine. 

The  forage  I  have  seen  this  year  has  been  of  first  class  quality. 

I  attach  a  tableof  distances  which  might  be  of  service  if  printed  and  dtetri- 
bated  among  the  different  divisions. 

Trusting  this  report  may  prove  satisfkctory, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Bir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  HBRCHHfiR, 

Aut.  0€mmimom&r. 

The  Commissioner, 

North  West  Mounted  Police^ 

Beghia. 
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TABLE  OP  DISTANCaSa 


Fort  Qq'  \ppeile  to  tr*il  to  Methodist  Col- 

onj  ou  Pile  Hill  trail  ^....^ 

Fork  to  Pbf  AMnt  Greek ;  JoneSi  throagh 

Methodist  OoloQ J ^^.., 

Jones  to  Old  Touchwood  trail 

Jimetioii  Toaehwood  t^Ail  to  road  from 

Broadview  to  York  dolonj ^. 

JTanction  toOresoent  Oitj  

OrMceat  Oitj  to  Boakview  .....^  ......  ^ 

Boakriew  to  Pierpoint »^ 

Piarpoiiit  to  Oharchbridge  -•.  ^ 

do  Laogeobarg  ....•..- 

Langenbarg  to  Millwood  ^ ^  ... 

Millwood  to  Birtle ,^,»*^ ...•-  ....... 

Birtle  to  Fort  Bllioe  ......^  ..^.. ......  ..... 

SUioe  to  Moosomin .^ ...• 

Mootomin  to  Big  Pipestone  .....m^  ........ 

Big  Pipestone  to  Little  Pipestone  ........ 

LitUe  Pipestone  to  The  Antler.  .........  «h 

The  Antler  to  Oarlyle .• ^ 

Oarlyle  to  Hasard's  Goal  Fields 

Half  waj  between  these  points  good  water 

and  feed. 

Hazards  to  Wood  end  ........ « 

Wood  end  to  First  Crossing,  Long  Greek 
First  Grossing  to  Sinclair's  Grossing  .... 
Sinclair's  Grossing  to  Second  Grossing ... 

Second  Grossing  to  Bath  ...^ 

Bath  to  Dnok  Pond .....•••«.. 

Duck  Pond  to  Qibson's  Greek 

Oibson's  Greek  to  Gagnon's  Spring  or  Big 

oam  ■••.  .............  •••.«•.< .  •••«•.•«..••......< 

Bis  Bath  to  Alkali  Springs 

Alkali  Springs  to  Moose  Bottom 

Moose  Bottom  to  Willow  Bnnoh 

Willow  Bnnch  to  The  Sorings , 

The  Springs  to  Wood  Mountain ..< 

Wood  Mountain  to  Old  Wiye's  Greek.  .., 

Old  Wire's  Greek  to  The  Hole. 

The  Hole  to  Snake  Greek..... , 

Snake  Greek  to  Pinto  Horse  Butte  ........ 

Pinto  Horse  Bntte  to  If  cGarthj's  Lake..., 

McCarthy's  Lake  to  White  Mud , 

White  Mud  to  Jumbo  Creek ..••.. , 

Jnmbo  Greek  to  Bast  End  Post 

Mast  Bnd  Post  to  Farewell 

Farewell  to  Oxarart's  Ranche 

Oxarart's  Banche  to  Ten-Mile  Grossing. 

Ten- Mile  Grossing  to  Grabum .. 

Oraburn  to  Sandys  Mill 

Sand's  Mill  to  Bull's  Head 

Bull's  Head  to  Willow  Greek  ........ ....... 

Willow  Greek  to  Bearess  Greek .., 

Bearess  Creek  to  Many  Berries  Greek 

Many  3erries  Greek  to  Pen  d 'Oreille... .. 

Pen  d'Oreille  to  Middle  Greek 

Middle  Greek  to  Writing  Bock.. — . 

Writing  Rock  to  Milk  Cuver  Eidge 

Middle  Biyer  Ridse  to  Kipp's  Gonl6e.  ... 

Kipp's  Goul6e  to  Lethbridge 

I«ethbridge  to  Strong's  Ranche......... ..... 

Strong's  Ttanohe  to  Stand  Ofi 

Stand  Off  to  Lee's  Greek.  ........ ......^  .. 

Lee's  Greek  to  St  Mary's. 

St.  Mary's  to  Dry  Forks,  Kootenay» 

Dry  Folks,  Koatenay,  to  Pincher  Greek. 


32 

10 

16 
10 
16 
16 

9 
16 
18 
29 
14 
80 

8 
IT 
13 
18 
46 


16 

16 

12 

17 

10 

12* 

20| 

20 
20} 
16 
10 
22 
16 
24 
18 
36 
14 
14 
18 
22 
20 
18 
22 
13 
22 
13 
16 
18 
10 
22 
18 
16 
18 
26 
36 
26 
20 
16 
31f 
6| 
28} 
18} 


Water,  wood  and  feed ...... 

do  do      ».... 

do  do      ...... 

No  wood  ;  water 

Water,  wood  and  fsed» .... 

do  do      

do  do      ...... 

do  do 

Good  feed  and  wood, poor  water 
■ .......  •••...•. ...... .........  ..*•.•.....• 

lown  ....M...  •.•......  •*......•  ........ 

Water,  wood«nd  feed 

Good  camps  on  road ...««. 

Water,  wood  and  feed.. 

do  do      ..M.... 

do  do 

do  do •. 

do  do      ......  M...... 


do  do      ....... 

Water  aadtsed.;  no  wool 

Water,  wood  and  feed 

Water  and  feed ;  no  woo  i 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Postoffioe. 


Ferry. 


Post  office, 
do 


Police  vtation* 


do  do  M.M. 

do                      do 
Good  water  and  feed ;  no  wood. 
Water,  wood  and  feed 

do  do      M.... 

do  do 

Water  and  feed ;  no  wood  ...... 

do  do  MM.. 

do  do       „—^ 

Wood  and  water  ^.•......  ........... 

Bad  water ;  good  feed.....  ...»..•• 

Water  and  feed ;  no  wood  

do  do       

Water,  wood  and  feed  ...«•. 

do  do 

Water  i  no  wood 

do  

do  

do  ^ 

do 

do  • —•  ..'••  -••..« 

Water  and  feed ;  no  wood. 

Waier,  wood  and  feed 

Water  and  feed-,  no  wood  ........ 

do  do      ......... 

do  do  .M.MM« 

do                    do  ......... 

do                    do  ......... 

Water,  wood  and  feed  .....  ^.... 

do  do 

do  do  ............ 

do  do 

do  do      

do  do  ..M..M.... 

do  do 


Good  spring;. 


Little  wood. 
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Pineher  On%k  to  Maoleod ^ 

do  Orow'f  Nest  Pass 

Mtcleod  to  L^ayings. » 

Letriogs  to  M otqoTto  Greek...... ...... 

Moeqaito  Greek  to  High  ftiver 

do  Stimfon'  s .  ....•• ... 

SUmsoa'a  to  Ljn chef ......  ......m...... 

Lynclies  to  Sheep  Greek......  .••..•..«•.• 


High  RiTer  to  Sheep  Greek. . 
Sheep  Greek  to  Pine  Greek. .. 
Pioe  Greek  to  Pish  Greek  ....« 

Ficb  Grceic  to  Galgary 

Oftlgtry  to  Goebnme. ......  ^.. 

Cochrane  to  Morley  ....... 

Oalgai  J  to  Langdon...... , 

UiifrdoQ  to  Old  8aQ'i(nppercampreMrTe) 

Old  San's  to  Agency. ».... 

Ageoey  to  Growfoot'i  (lower  camp) ......... 

Crowfoot's  to  Oleichen. ».....•...• 

Qleichen  to  Galgary....  .....«....•.•..•....•..•.. 

do         Glonj 

Claoj  to  GoTeraor  General's   Grossing 
(Lord  Lome) .^..mm*.  %. —•••. 


Miles. 


QhlK^Tj  to  Dickson's  ,.^ 
Dickson's  to  Scarlett's.. 
Scarlett's  to  Lone  Pine  . 
Lone  Pine  to  Miller's  .... 
Miller's  to  Red  Deer . 


>•...«••..*•.• ...... 


Red  Deer  to  BUnd  Man's  River. 


Blind  Man's  Rirer  to  Harnett's 
Barnett'0  to  Battle  River......... 

Baitle  Ri?er  lo  Alwyn's 

Alwjn's  to  Peaoe  Hills  .......... 


Peace  Hills  to  Black  Mnd  Bridge 
Black  Mud  Bridge  to  fidmonton.*.. 


Bdmonton  to  Port  Saskatohewan.. 

Fort  Saskatchewan  to  Yermilion  Eirer, 

north  side....M... »....  .......•• 

Vermilion  to  Deep  Greek...^.^......... 

Deep  Greek  to  Yictoria 


•Victoria  to  Glear  Greek ...... 

Clear  Greek  to  Saddle  Lake.. 


{Saddle  Lake  to  Egg  Lake .........  Jlk..... 

^g  Lake  to  Moose  Greek...... ......... ...... 

IMoose  Creek  to  Frog  Greek- 


82 

ai 

30 
32 
14 
24 

16 
18 

10 

12 

6 

8 


to 

24 
6 
12 
12 
60 
10 

30 

22 

18 
20 
20 
13 


14 

14 

7 

23 

20 
16 


18 

26 
16 
22 


16 

20 


20 
14 
16 


Water,  wood  and  feed  , 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Good  feed ;  no  wood.;  bad  water 
Water,  wood  and  feed  ..... ., 

do  do      ...... ... 

do  do      

Water  and  feed ;  no  wood... 

Water,  wood  and  feed 


Good  water  on  road ;  wood  at 
river. 

Water  and  feed 

do  

Water,  wood  and  feed 

do  


Gamp  half-way. 

Stopping  honse. 

do 

do 

Police    station   and 
pobt  office. 

Stopping  lioase  and 
pof»t  office, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Water  between  ;  no  wood» 


Water,  wood  and  feed.... 
do 


do 

do 

do 
do 


do 
do 


Water  and  feed  ;  no  wood.. 

Water,  wood  and  feed..^ 

Water  and  feed ;  wood  on  trail 


Stopping  house. 

do 

Police  station. 
Stopping  bouse. 
Police  station ;  ferry 

over  bridge. 
Stopping  bouse ;  mail 

station  ;    bridge 

over  river. 
Stopping  house. 
Brfdge  over  river. 
Post  office;  stopping 

bouse. 
Stopping  house;  po* 

lice  sution.     . 

Town  and  police  bar- 
racks; good  ferry 
over  Saskatche- 
wan. 

Police  barracks. 


Hudson  Bay  Post, 
telegraph  station 
and  ferry. 

Indian  Department 
farm ;  telegraph, 
station. 


*  From  Victoria  a  trail  leads  to  Lac  la  Biche,  which  can  be  used  by  coming  a  shorter  road  on 
soath  side. 

t  From  Saddle  Lake  a  trail  leads  to  Lac  La  Biche. 
t  From  Moose  Greek  trail  leads  to  Lac  la  Biche. 
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30 

— 

Frog  Greek  to  Onion  Lake...... 

Water,  wood  and  feed...... ...... 

P<dIoe  ttatioB  wl 

Indian  farm. 
Hndaon    Bay  Port; 

Onion  Lake  to  Fort  Pitt............  •....«.....•.. 

16 

do                                       M«  •••»..•• 

soow  OTor  iiftt» 

Fort  Pitt  to  Deep  Valley  Greek... ^..... ...... 

80 

do              

Several  good  eiast 
here  and  at  Pitt. 

J>eep  Yallej  Greek  to  Fortr-MUe  Greek.... 

25 

Little  wood,  good  water  and 

Plenty  of  wood  ot 
road  between  Den 
YaUey  Greek  tsi 

Fotiy^lQeOn^ 

Forty-Mile  Greek  to  Breagaylor  Settlement- 

10 

Water,  wood  and  feed.......  ...... 

Bresieylor  Settlement  to  Battleford.. 

80 

Poor  water  on  trail  j  plenty  of 

Town  and  polieeiti^ 
tioo. 

§Battlefordto  Twenty-Five-Mile  Greek — 

26 

Water,  wood  and  feed......^.... 

Twenty- Five-Mile  Greek  to  Raspberry  Greek 

20 

do 

Raspberry  Creek  to  Eagle  Greek 

10 

Poor  wood,  good  water  and  feed 
Water,  wood  and  feed. 

Eagle  Greek  io  Telegraph  Greek 

Telegraph  Gre<^k  to  Sprmga 

Springs  to  8tony  Bath. 

10 

16 

do 

SOneiml  iroK  spnsc. 

15 

Wood  and  feed ;  water  not  veiy 

good ..... 

Stony  Bath  to  Garlton 

16 

Poor  feed  on  hill,  in  bottom  good 

Garlton  to  Finlay'f  Forks  of  Road. 

30 

Water,  wood  and  feed.  ........... 

Between  Oaritonn^ 
Finlay'8  sevad 
good  cam  pis  g 
plaeaa.              ^ 

UFinlay's  Forks  of  Road,  to  Prince  Albert. 

20 

do              ............ 

Police  station  sal 
town. 

Prince  Albert  to  McFarlane • 

26 

do              ........... 

McFarlane  to  St.  Laurent  Ferry .............. 

16 

do 

Feny. 

St.  Laurent  to  Batoche 

10 

uO                   ...........I 

P<mootUti«n;feBf 

Batoche  to  Qabriers  Ferry. 

5 

do              

Batoche  to  Lake  Houghton 

30 

Good  feed,>no  wood,  bad  water. 

Between  Gabrief 
Ferry  and  HamM 

Lake  Hough tOA  to  Humbolt. 

80 

do       and  wood;  no  water 

are  seTecal  etaf 

ing  plaoes,  but  sii 

WOOtt* 

••Humbolt  to  Edge  of  Plain.. ..,-. 

25 
8 

Water,  wood  and  feed.. 

Qood  water  and  feed ;  no  wood 

Edge  of  Plain  to  Lake  of  Two  Hills- 

Lake  of  Two  Hills  to  Hnrinflm.  - «,-. 

20 

Peed  and  water.  .■••...■•..•• 

MaHatalion. 

^nrinn  to  Indian  Farm ..^.. ...... 

16 

Indian  Farm  to  Telegraph  Station.. ........ 

10 

Indian  Afwer- 

Telegraph  Station  to  Hudson  Bay  Post..... 
Hudson  Bay  Post  to  Skunk  Bluff........* ..... 

7 

Wood,  water  and  feed............ 

40 

do              M-..— -^ 

Between  latter  pdil 

soTeralgoodeMi 
lag  plaeeaatshoi 

distanee^ 

Skunk  Bluff  to  Qu'Appelle. 

10 

Qu'Appelle  to  Forks  of  Road 

16 

do              .•.••.M..M 

Forks  of  Road  to  Edffe  of  Bush. 

Edge  of  Bosh  to  Reg^a....... 

16 

do              

16 

do              

§  Between  Battleford  and  Eagle  Greek  there  are  nnmerona  camping  plaoesj 
f  Gonntry  settled  all  the  way  between  Finlay's  and  Prince  >Albert. 
**  Anderson's  stopping  house  half  way  between  Hombolt  and  Edge  of  Plain* 
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APPENDIX  B. 


ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  SUPERINTENDENT  J.  COTTON,  1887. 

North-Wbst  Mountbd  Poliob, 

Battlbfobd^  30th  Noyember,  1887. 

Sir, — I  have  the  hononr  to  sabmit  my  annaal  report  for  1887. 

The  past  winter  was  a  qaiot  and  aneventfal  one  as  far  as  the  Battleford  district 
was  ooDoemed.  The  weather  was  exoeptionally  severe,  bat,  notwithstanding  this^ 
patrolling  was  regalarly  kept  up.  The  different  Indian  reserves  in  this  agency,  viz.^ 
Mo^aito*8  ( Assiniboine)  and  fied  Pheasant's  (Oree)  in  the  Eagle  Hills ;  Sweet  Grass, 
PoaDdmaker's  and  Little  Pines  (all  Cree)  on  the  Battle  River,  and  Moosomin's 
(Sanlteanx)  and  Thaoder  Child's  CCree)  on  the  Saskatchewan  River,  were  visited 
monthly  by  oar  patrols.  la  all  cases  carefal  enquiry  was  made  as  to  the  general 
state  of  the  Indians  and  the  natare  of  the  employment  they  were  engaged  in.  These 
enqairies,  as  shown  from  the  sabstance  of  the  monthly  reports  submitted  to  yoo,  were 
eminently  satisfactory.  One  of  the  benefits  arising  from  systematic  patrolling  was  the 
making  manifest  to  Indians  that  a  watchfal  police  sapervision  was  maintained  over 
their  actions. 

On  repn^sentations  made  to  yon  by  the  Indian  Department  it  was  decided  to 
establiBh  a  permanent  outpost  from  Battlefoi*d  at  Ooion  Lake,  12  miles  north-west  of 
Fort  Pitt.  The  strength  of  the  detachment  stationed  at  this  place  was  1  non-commia- 
'sioned  officer  and  10  constables,  supplied  fi*om  <<  C  "  and  ''  £  "  divisions.  Accommo- 
dation for  the  men  Hvas  obtained  from  the  Indian  Department,  by  its  placing  a  small 
building  at  our  disposal.  A  suitable  stable  was  erected  with  our  own  labor  at  a  mere 
nominiU  cost.  This  detachment  was  inspected  monthly  by  an  officer  sent  for  that 
purpose  from  this  |K>fit.  By  the  purchase  of  such  supplies  and  forage  as  were  obtain- 
able  on  the  spot,  v^ry  material  assistance  wdh  rendered  to  Indians  willing  to  work* 
Of  the  services  rendered  by  the  detachment  I  have  always  had  exceedingly  good 
reports.  Every  assistance  in  our  power  was  given  to  the  Indian  Department..  Law 
and  order  were  efficiently  maintained,  and  the  presence  of  a  small  body  of  police  in 
a  distant  and  isolated  portion  of  the  Territories  was  not  without  its  good  effects.  At 
a  comparatively  speaking  recent  date  the  Indian  Department  notified  me  that  the 
building  which  has  been  in  occupation,  was  required  for  their  departmental  use.  I 
represented  this  to  you,  and  on  your  authority  I  rented  a  suitable  building  from  Mr. 
Gibspn,  of  Ooion  Lake,  which  building  the  detachment  now  occupies.  It  affords  com- 
fortable and  healthy  quarters.  The  stable,  bailt  near  the  Indian  Department  building 
we  had  formerly  used,  I  had  removed  with  police  labor  to  a  convenient  position 
immediately  adjoining  Mr.  Gibson's  building.  Since  the  removal  of  ^  E. ''  division 
from  Bay^leford  to  Lethbridge,  the  Onion  Lake  detachment  has  been  composed  solely 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  constables  from  '*  C  "  Division.  The  usual  monthly 
inspections  are  still  continued.  In  making  these  inspections  the  officers  detailed  for 
that  duly  have  at  different  times  experienced  very  considerable  difficulty  in  ferrying 
their  parties  across  the  Saskatchewan  Biver  opposite  Fort  Pitt  The  only  means  <3 
crossing  the  river  is  by  the  employment  of  an  old  scow,  the  property  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  As  a  considerable  quantity  of  Grovemment  freight^  for  both  the 
Indian  and  Police  departments,  has  to  be  crossed  at  this  point,^I  would  bring  to  your 
notioe  with  a  view  to  its  receiving  favorable  consideration,  a  proposition  recently 
made  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  effect  that  if  the  Indian  and  Police  Depart- 
ments would  each  contribute  one-third  of  the  cost  the  company  would  baild  and 
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keep  ID  repair  a  good  scow  and  oable  across  the  Saskatohewao.  I  trast  yon  will 
consider  yonrpeli  in  a  position  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Honorable  the 
Indian  Commissioner. 

Another  ontpost  was  established  in  the  half*breed  settlement  of  Bresaylor,  which 
is  sitaated  between  the  Saskatchewan  and  Battle  Eivers  at  a  point  aboot  24  mil«& 
westof  Hattleford.  Quarters  for  the  men  and  stabling  for  the  horses  were  rented 
from  one  of  the  half-breed  residents.  The  detachment  comprising  this  ontpost  was 
also  inspected  monthly  by  an  officer  sent  from  Battleford.  The  departure  of  ^'  K'* 
Division  from  Battleford  reduced  by  half  the  force  under  my  command.  This  brought 
about  the  compulsory  abandonment  of  the  Bresaylor  outpost.  The  settlement  i^ 
now  visited  weekly  by  our  patrols. 

A  small  detachment  was  stationed  for  duty  on  the  trail  from  Battleford  to 
Swift  Current,  with  its  headquarters  at  the  60-mile  bush,  south  from  here.  This 
detachment  has  just  been  recalled  for  the  winter  months. 

The  large  eictent  of  country  covered  by  patrolling  partiea  sent  from  here  will  bo 
seen  on  reference  to  the  enclosed  map.    (Included  in  Commissioner's  Map.) 

I  very  recently  furnished  transport  and  escort  for  a  party  of  36  Crae  Indians 
returning  from  south  of  the  International  boundary  line,  to  their  reserves  in  thi» 
district. 

On  the  18th  May,  in  accordance  with  orders  received  fh>m  you,  ^  E  '*  Division 
marched  from  Battleford  en  route  to  Let h  bridge.  The  route  taken  being  vid  the  Bed 
Deer  Biver  (Governor  General's  Crossing,)  Blackfoot  Crossing  and  Maoleod.  A 
portion  of  the  transport  required  was  furnished  from  **  C  "  Division.  This  transport 
returned  from  the  Bed  Deer  Biver.  **  E  "  Division  served  under  my  command  fbr  a 
period  extending  over  eight  months,  during  which  time  the  conduct  of  the  nos, 
commissioned  officers  and  men  was  exemplary. 

In  my  annual  report  of  last  year  I  gave  a  detailed  statement  of  the  additional 
barrack  accommodation  erected  at  this  post  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  in 
the  autumn  of  1886.  You  are  aware  that  the  buildings  used  as  quarters  for  the  noi^ 
oommissiohed  officers  and  men  were  regarded  as  for  temporary  use,  the  intentioa 
being  to  ultimately  utilise  them  as  permanent  stables.  As  no  new  barracks  were 
built  at  Battleford  this  year,  it  was  found  necessary  to  effect  minor  repairs  in  order 
to  ensure  the  present  buildings  being  made  comfortable  for  the  winter ;  and  an 
appropriation  of  95,000  was  made  for  this  purpose.  The  original  estimate  for  this 
expenditure  is  as  follows  : 

Officers'  Quarters — 

Porch,  front  door $     20.00 

Married  Officers'  Quarters — 

Bepairing  roois 39.50 

Mess  cottage — 

Eopairing  roof  and  plaster,  painting  roof,  &c 287.6& 

Guard  room  and  cells — 

Old  barrack  room  proposed  to  be  turned  into  guard  room, 
to  be  pulled  down,  roof  taken  off  in  sections,  and  re- 
erected  in  a  convenient  place  to  present  barracks...        9&3.45 

Bake  oven — 

Building  up  oven -.....•.       200.00 

Well  House- 
Clap  boarding  and  building,  making  a  floor  and  ceiling, 
sheathing  walls,  traps  in  ceiling,  double  doors  and 

windows,  painting,  &c ; • 314.00 

Old  Stable- 
Beams  and  flooring  stalls ^ 384.40 
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New  Stable- 
Making  oeiliog,  painting  roof  and  doors,  and   making 

traps •, f 503.23 

Barrack  Rooms— 

Sepairing  roofs  and  oomioes,  papering  wails  and  oeiliogs, 

making  porches  and  painting  roofs , 836.20 

Hess  Boom — 
•              Sepairing  roofs,  cornices,  painting  same,  papering  kit- 
chens and  ceilings • • 331.57 

Hospital- 
Making  porches,  doable  windows,  painting  roof,  plaster- 
ing inside 900.00 

Lnmber  for  making  shelves « • 200.00 

$5,000.00 

The  repairs  were  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Clerk  of  Pablic  Works, 
fltationed  at  this  place.  After  the  appropriation,  I  have  alluded  to,  was  made,  orders 
leere  received  from  the  Department  of  Pablic  Works,  at  Ottawa^  to  advertise  for 
tenders  for  the  construction  of  a  new  guard  room  in  accordance  with  plans  and 

Secifications  provided.  Tenders  were  called  for  and  contracts  sabeequently  let  by 
e  Clerk  of  Public  Works.  The  new  guard  room  is  now  being  proceeded  witJi,  ana 
irill,  I  think,  be  ready  for  use  in  a  month's  time.  The  site  upon  which  this  boikiing 
is  placed  was  selected  by  me,  and  is  in  conformity  with  the  position  in  which  the 
baildings  erected  last  fall  were  placed. 

I  would  again  remind  you  that  the  buildings  comprising  the  old  post  proper  are 
for  mach  the  greater  part  positively  uninhabitable.  I  trust  the  completion  of  a  new 
post  will  not  sgAin  be  postponed.  On  this  bead  I  would  renew  my  recommendadona 
of  last  year.  Whatever  decision  is  arrived  at,  I  have  to  impress  upon  yon  the  impor- 
taooe  of  letting  contracts  and  having  the  work  done  early  in  the  season.  The  em- 
ployment of  carpenters  and  other  artizans  at  outside  work,  during  the  winter  months 
is  certainly  neither  expeditious  nor  economical,  and  the  work  performed  is  often  not 
as  serviceable  as  is  otherwise  would  be«  The  repairs  shewn  in  the  original  estimate 
enamerated  above  are  now  being  carried  out  by  the  Clerk  of-  Pablic  Works.  Of 
ooarae  the  erection  of  a  new  guardroom  does  away  with  the  necessity  for  utilizing 
old  materiid  in  the  manner  previously  contemplated.  Another  exception.  Instead 
of  "building  up"  old  bake  oven,  as  originally  intended,  the  construction  of  a  per^ 
fectly  new  one  outside  the  post  was  authorized.  Over  this  oven  a  thoroughly  good 
and  sabstantial  log  building  was  erected  by  the  judicious  use  of  such  material  as  we 
bad  at  hand.  The  lateness  of  the  season  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  completing 
the  repairs  estimated  for. 

When  completed,  the  hospital  at  this  post,  which  is  well  laid  out  and  amply 
suited  to  our  requirements,  will  be  thoroughly  serviceable  and  an  exceedingly  ooxor 
brtable  building.  This  building  should,  next  year,  be  sided  with  tongued  and 
grooved  lumber,  and  painted. 

As  I  premised  last  year,  the  pump  then  in  use  in  well  house  at  this  port  proved 
of  very  limited  power.  On  representing  this  to  you  a  good  serviceable  pump  was 
supplied.  This  pump  is  now  up  and  in  working  order.  Although  our  well  is  nearly 
80  feet  deep,  the  supply  of  water  is  not  as  great  as  I  should  wish.  We  are  now  con* 
Btrncting  a  reservoir  tank  capable  of  holding  about  25  barrels  of  water.  This  tank 
will  always  be  kept  filled,  and  thus,  in  case  of  fire  we  shall  at  all  times  have  a  reserve 
supply  ofwater  at  command.  I  trust  we  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  deepen  the 
"well  and  so  increase  what  I  may  term  our  permanent  water  supply. 

In  July  last  I  received  the  hand  fire  engine  for  use  at  this  post  This  engine 
«8  fully  equipped  with  good  stout  hose ;   and  is  well  calculated  to  meet  our  wants. 
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Though  email,  it  is  one  of  very  ooDBiderable  power.  The  performaBces  made  at 
fire  drill  have  been  most  satisfactory.  At  a  recent  date  a  fire  which  originated  in 
the  bay  corral  was,  by  use  of  this  engine,  promptly  extinguished  without  any  Jobs 
to  property. 

I  am  thankful  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  medical  history  of  this  post  during  the 
rast  year  has  been  a  most  favorable  one — a  marked  contrast  with  that  of  1886, 
During  the  summer  and  autumn  months  of  that  year  typho-malarial  fever  of 
most  serious  form  was  prevalent  througbont  this  district.  This  year  we  have 
to  record  but  two  cases  (one  of  these  being  a  prisoner  in  the  guard  room)  * 
neither  of  which  were  serious.  The  cleanliness  and  proper  ventilation  of  all  build- 
ings was  made  the  subject  of  constant  care  and  attention.  The  sanitary  arrange- 
men  ts  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  all  slops  and  refuse  were  carefully  carried  ont, 
and  I  doubt  not  we  have  materially  profited  thereby.  On  the  18th  June,  in  accord- 
ance with  vour  instructions,  tbe  divisions  was  moved  into  camp  about  a  milo  from 
the  barracks,  where  it  remained  until  tbe  5th  August 

The  transport  of  my  division  consists  of 

1  ambulance. 

5  buckboards. 

6  waggons,  heavy. 
5        "        light. 

2  ^*        half  spring. 
2        "        light. 

Winter  transport. 

10  heavy  bob  sleighs. 
1  box  sleigh. 

Four  of  the  buckboards  represent  little  more  than  mere  waste  material  lief 
are  the  remnants  of  buckboards  supplied  at  various  dates  to  the  different  divisioDa 

{reviously  serving  at  this  post,  and  taken  over  by  me  from  **  K  "  Division.  I  now 
ave  your  authority  to  condemn  them  by  a  Board  of  officers.  This  will  shortly  be 
done  and  the  return  no  longer  bave  a  tendency  to  mislead.  The  balance  of  the 
transport  is  in  thoroughly  serviceable  condition.  The  repairs  necessary  from  time 
to  time  have  been  effected  by  our  own  artisans.  The  double  buckboards  supplied 
last  aummer  are  esa^tly  what  we  require.  I  trust  two  more  may  be  issued  to  us  in 
the  spring,  as  well  as  two  lighter  ones  of  the  eame  make  to  drive  with  one  horoe.  I 
might  mention  that  I  had  to  put  new  axles  in  one  of  the  Minehin  waggons.  Thwe 
is  no  doubt  that  this  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  maker  having  made  use  of 
inferior  material  in  the  manufacture.  The  half-spring  patrol  waggons  which  we 
received  last  summer  meet  our  requirements  well,  and  supply  a  long  felt  want 
Such  additions  to  the  winter  transport  as  were  necessary  have  already  been  added 
by  you. 

My  harness  and  saddlery  has  been  kept  in  exceptionally  good  order.  On  the 
^  £titch  in  time  "  principle,  repairs  when  necessary  have  been  done  in  a  workmanlike 
manner  b^  constaole  Hollister,  who  takes  much  interest  in  his  work,  and  who  is  a 
very  efficient  saddler.  The  artillery  harness  for  the  9-pr.  M,  L.  R.  guns  I  have  had 
thoroughly  overhauled  under  my  own  supervision.  Such  slight  repairs  as  were 
necessary  I  had  made.  This  hamegs  presents  an  appearance  which  would  do  credit 
to  any  idattery  of  Artillery.  I  am  in  need  of  a  full  supply  of  numnahs.  I  also  require 
W  Whitman  bits.  The  Pelham  bit  I  dislike*  Of  whatever  use  it  may  be  deemed  in 
other  countries,  it  is  to  my  mind  absolutely  unsuited  to  oor  broncho  saddle  horees. 

During  the  summer  my  division  went  through  a  course  of  musketry.  Takirg 
the  average  of  the  scores  made  at  target  practice,  the  shooting  on  the  whole  wa^ 
very  fair.  Our  Winchester  carbines  are  in  many  cases  badly  sighted,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  experience  gained  in  other  divisions  on  this  head  is  in  keeping  with  my 
owm 
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My  divifiion  has  gone  {hrough  a  very  thorough  coarse  of  drillB — mounted  and 
iiBmonnted.  I  think  I  have  every  reason  to  be  prond  of  the  state  of  efScienoy 
trrived  at.  A  special  class  for  the  instruction  oi  non  commissioned  officers  was 
formed  under  Sergeant-Major  White.  Skeleton,  or  rope  drill,  enables  non-commis- 
doned  officers  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  divisional  movements,  even  when  the  num- 
ber of  men  on  parade  is  small,  which,  except  when  a  general  parade  is  ordered,  is 
isoally  the  case  from  the  nature  of  the  daily  duties  demanded  of  us. 

I  have  also  carefblly  drilled  a  H.  L.  B.  gun  detachment,  and  instructed  the  non- 
eommiBsioned  officers  and  men  in  the  use  and  application  of  projectiles  and  stores.  I 
woald  recommend,  for  the  use  of  divisions  having  9  pr.  li£.  L.  B.  guns  attached  to  them, 
a  more  liberal  issue  of  the  drill  book  known  as  the '*  Canadian  Field  Artillery 
Manual " ;  or  perhaps  a  still  better  plan  would  be  to  make  such  extracts  fh>m  this 
kook  as  would  be  ample  for  our  requirements.  These  extracts,  including  range  tables, 
eonld  be  cheaply  published  in  pamphlet  form. 

We  have  at  this  Post  two  d-pr.  M.  Lu  B.  guns  and  two  7-pr.  mountain  guna- 
(broDse).  I  have  given  personal  supervision  to  the  eare  of  the  general  stores  apper* 
tainiDg  to  these  guns.  With  regard  to  our  artillery  branch,  which  in  time  of  trouble 
would  be  of  paramount  importance,  the  9-pr.  H.  L.  B.  guns,  though  a  suitable  arm  for 
trdioary  field  batteries^  are  certainly  not  what  we  require.  In  the  first  place,  any 
division  to  which  9-pr.  guns  were  attached  would  require  to  be  largely  augmented  in 
korses.  One  of  these  guns  in  travelling  any  distance  requires  six  horses  and  harness. 
At  Iho  lowest  estimation  one  spare  horse  for  each  gun  would  be  required.  At  least 
Hires  gunners  (including  the  No.  1)  would  require  to  be  mounted  on  saddle  horses. 
Te  are  without  ammunition  waggons,  which  on  active  service  would  have  to  be 
npplied.  For  this  purpose  I  have  no  doubt  we  could  improvise  some  of  our  heavy 
waggons.  For  each  waggon  a  four-horse  team  would  be  necessary.  The  9-pr.  guna 
weigh  8  cwt  (Englitth  standard.)  Thoy  could  not  be  moved  as  rapidly  as  would  be 
Tsquired  were  an  attempt  made  to  have  them  act  in  unison  with  a  purely  cavalry 
force.  The  Royal  Horse  Artillery  gun  of  the  same  calibre  is  lighter  than  those  we 
kave.  Even  the  Boyal  Horse  Artillery  gun  is  heavier  than  we  require.  We  would 
never  need  so  formidable  an  arm  in  Indiam  war&re.  With  a  much  lighter  gun  our 
artillery  branch  would  attain  all  the  efficiency  and  power  desirable.  I  would  recom* 
mend  that  a  Nordenfeldt  machine  gun  be  attached  to  each  division.  Of  course  what 
I  have  said  of  the  9pr.  M.  L.  B.  guns  applies  to  the  difficalties  arising  in  their  trans- 
port.   I  have  no  doubt  that  in  some  cases  they  might  be  found  useful  about  our  posts. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  t-pr.  mountain  guns,  it  must  be  conceded  that  a» 
iMuniain  guns  we  will  never  require  to  use  them.  The  carriages  and  limbers  now  in 
11(0  shoald  be  replaced  by  carriages  and  limbers  of  field  gun  pattern.  They  could 
be  maclo  considerably  lighter  than  those  used  with  the  old  pattern  3  pr.  S.  B.  gun. 
Snob  carriages  and  limbers  could  be  manufactured  in  this  country.  A  special 
estiiratu  would  have  to  be  made  of  the  material  required.  An  estimate  of  this  nature 
I  will  pri  pare  and  forward  you.  These  t-pr.  mountain  guns  weigh  but  224  lbs« 
They  can  be  readily  moved  with  a  mounted  division.  These  little  guns  are  sighted 
up  to  2,600  yards.    At  1,200  yards  I  have  made  excellent  practice  with  them. 

I  have  at  various  times  borne  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the  different  articles 
ol  clothing  and  kit  supplied  to  the  non-com  missioned  officers  and  men.  I  regret  to 
say  that,  while  this  is  still  generally  the  case,  there  are  this  year  some  exceptions 
which  I  think  should  be  brought  to  your  notice. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  tunic  material  should  be  of  better  quality. 

The  last  issue  of  cloaks  (grey)  cannot  be  compared  with  the  blae  ones  of  the 
same  pattern  previously  supplied.  A  cloak  which  is  not  thoroughly  waterproof,  and 
which  affords  little  warmth  to  the  wearer,  cannot  be  regarded  as  serviceable  for 
prairie  uec. 

For  years  I  have  been  in  favor  of  discarding  helmets  and  forage  caps.  To  my 
niod  both  furnish  wretched  head  dress.  I  think  the  forage  caps  may  be  replaced 
by  large  soft  felt  hats.  Such  a  hat  ia  in  general  use  by  the  United  States  troons 
serving  in  the  West.  The  overshirt  matenal  is  good,  but  should  be  more  thoroughly 
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shrunk  before  the  shirts  are  made  up*  Oar  nnderolothiog  is  excellent  thoogh  th« 
socks  are  decidedly  longer  than  they  need  be,  partioalarly  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  they  are  worn  with  riding  breeches. 

It  appears  to  mo  tho  day  has  arrived  when  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  "  red 
coat'' for  prairie  work  Bhoa id  be  discarded.  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  recom- 
mendations made  labt  year  by  Superintendent  Jarvis,  and  I  hope  a  prairie  snit  rany 
vet  be  issued  to  us.  Such  suit  should  be  of  a  neatrai  color  made  of  material  wiiioli 
IS  commonly  known  as  '^  velveteen  cord  "  and  consisting  of  riding  breeches  and  loose 
coat  with  pockets — the  old  fashioned  Norfolk  jacket  is,  I  think,  the  most  saitaUa 
shape.  The  cost  of  such  a  suit  as  I  have  roughly  described  could,  as  I  notice  Saper- 
intendent  Jar  vis  recommends,  easily  be  defrayed  by  dispensing  with  some  of  the 
articles  of  clothing  now  issued. 

I  quote  the  following  paragraph  taken  from  my  previous  annual  report.  As  I 
have  previously  stated  it  still  applies  with  equal  force :  "  During  yoor  recent 
^'  inspection  I  pointed  out  to  you  the  serious  discomfort  which  non  commisaioned 
''  ofScers  and  men  e^^perience  from  the  fact  of  their  not  being  supplied  with  bedateada^ 
''  The  old  boards  and  trestles  still  in  use  have  become  sadly  dilapidated  throagh  wear 
"  and  tear.  Even  when  new  they  make  a  very  poor  substitute  for  a  bed,  and,  ia 
^l  addition  to  this  present  a  sorry  appearance  in  a  barrack  room." 

I  have  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  advisibility  of  letting,  during  the  comiog 
winter,  a  contract  for  the  getting  out  of  tamarac  posts  for  the  purpose  of  endoeing 
the  new  buildings  at  this  place.  This  enclosure  might  be  made  by  building  either  a 
palisade  or  a  barbed  wire  fence  with  top  rail.  The  wire  fence  would  be  the  ieaet 
expensive. 

L  truht  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  erect  a  permanent  bridge  over 
the  Battle  Eiver  during  the  coming  year.  TTp  to  this  time  the  removal  of  the  tern- 
porarv  bridge  in  winter  and  its  re-erection  in  the  spring  has  always  been  compnleorj. 

This  represents  the  useless  expenditure  of  the  interest  of  a  large  sum  of  money. 
All  freight  coming  in,  and  nearly  all  going  out  from  Battleford,  must  croas  this 
bridge,  which  is  in  fact  one  of  the  greatest  thoroughfares  in  the  Territories. 

With  a  view  of  having  the  matter  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Poet  Offiee 
authoritio{«,  I  would  remind  you  that  there  is  no  direct  mail  communication  between 
iBattleford  and  Prince  Albert.  The  distance  between  the  two  places  is  135  miles 
(shortest  route),  yet  a  letter  mailed  in  Battleford  for  Prince  Albert  has  to  travel 
overland  to  Swift  Current,  a  distance  of  200  miles.  From  Swift  Current  it  goes  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  Qu'AppBlle  Station,  a  distance  of  186  miles ;  and 
then  overland  again  from  Qu'AppoUe  to  Prince  Albert — another  260  miles.  In  other 
words,  a  reply  to  a  letter  cannot  be  received  from  Prince  Albert,  in  much  less  time 
than  one  month.  I  believe  a  change  in  the  Prince  Albert  mail  route  is  in  oontem- 
plation.  1  am  informed  that  the  new  route  will  be  from  Moose  Jaw  to  Prince  Albert 
via  Saskatoon.  If  this  is  the  case  a  special  mail  will,  I  trust,  be  established  between 
Battleford  and  Saskatoon.  The  distance  between  these  two  last  named  places  is  lesa 
than  90  miles.  I  am  aware,  also,  that  a  proposition  has  been  made  to  the  efleet 
that  mail  communication  between  Battleford  and  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  £ailway  should  also  be  from  Moose  JaW  vid  Saskatoon .  Such  a  change 
would  be  very  objectionable  to  the  residents  of  the  Battleford  district.  From  Battle- 
ford to  Swift  Current  is  much  the  more  direct  route.  It  is  the  better  road  of  the 
two  and  one  on  which  freight  will  always  be  brought  in.  At  present  Battleford  has 
but  one  mail  a  week.  I  am  of  opinion  that  when  tenders  are  called  for  a  new  maO 
contract,  it  will  be  found  that  a  semi-weekly  mail  service  to  Swift  Current  can  be 
established  at  little  more  than  the  present  cost.  I  trust  this  will  be  taken  into  oob> 
flideration  in  calling  for  new  tenders. 

I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  a  money  order  office  is  urgently  required  in 
Battleford. 

There  is  a  fortnightly  mail  service  between  Battleford  and  Fort  Pitt  In  the  per- 
formance of  this  service  the  mail  passes  through  Bresaylor  settlement  which  is  now 
become  a  point  of  some  importance.   As  yet  no  arrangement  has  been  made  lor  ihm 
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«8tabliBhment  of  a  Post  Office  at  this  place.  I  trust  this  also  may  receive  oonsideratioii 
at  the  hands  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  The  increased  expenditure  on  this  head 
wonld  be  very  slight. 

Since  I  wrote  my  last  annual  report  telegraph  communioatioii  has  been  estab- 
blisbed  between  Battleford  and  Fart  Pitt. 

The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  visited  Battleford  in  September  last  Sach 
transport  an^  escort  as  were  necessary  were  famished  by  my  Division.  I  trust  thai 
the  duty  devolving  upon  ns  in  this  respect  was  performed  to  the  entire  satisfaotioii 
of  the  Minister. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  annaal  report  of  Asst.  Surgeon  Aylen,  returns  of  easea 
tried  at  this  Post,  and  target  practice,    (fieturn  of  target  practice  not  printed). 

Ton  will  observe  that  there  have  been  very  few  convictions  under  the  North- 
West  Territories  Act  for  infractions  of  the  prohibitory  liquor  laws.  I  know  of  no 
other  district  in  the  Territories  which,  in  this  respect,  can  make  a  more  favorable 
showing.  Several  trading  outfits  were  searched  during  the  season,  but  in  no  case 
was  any  liquor  found.  I  firmly  believe  that  every  drop  of  liquor  brought  into 
Battlef(»d  came  in  on  permit. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men  comprising  my  division.  In  saying  this  I  am  not  giving  expression  to  any 
mere  conventionality.  There  has  been  a  total  absence  of  any  serious  orime,  aiA 
never  in  my  experience  have  I  seen  so  few  entries  in  the  defaulters'  book.  I  need 
not  add  how  proud  I  am  to  be  able  to  say  this. 

Before  olosing  I  wish  to  bring  to  your  most  favorable  notice  the  name  ot  Inepee- 
tor  Stames.  In  Mldition  to  the  ordinary  duties  devolving  upon  this  officer  aa  am 
inspector,  he  has  also  performed  those  of  post  adjutant  andquartermaster.  In9peo- 
tor  Staraes  takes  a  deep  interest  in  his  work,  in  the  performlmce  of  which  bo  ia 
diligent  and  thoroughly  capable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant,  , 

JOHN  COTTON, 
Superintendent  Cawnmandiny. 
The  Commissioner 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX  C. 


ANNUAL  BBPOET  OP  SUPBRINTBNDENT  J.  H.  MoILLREB. 

NoBTH-WisT  Mounted  Poliob, 

Maple  Cbeek,  18th  November,  1887. 

SiB,--I  have  the  honomr  to  forward  my  Report  trom  Ist  December,  1886,  to  ISth- 

November,  1887.  ,  .^^   .  .. ^ 

All  Detaehments  were  in  Bameks  by  the  7th  December,  with  the  exception  or 
two  men  I  had  in  charge  of  a  herd  of  cattle  at  Bast  Bod  Poet,  aeiaed  fw  non-pwrnen* 
ftf  duty.    On  17th  January  Inspector  Norman  sent  a  party  from  Medicine  li«w  to 
tke  Sahkatchewan  Coal  Mine,  the  miners  being  on  strike.    The  difficulty  was  settled 
wd  qniet  restored.    I  sent  out  a  party  on  the  11th  of  February  to  look  lor  aon* 
sen  from  this  place  who  had  taken  over  freight  to  Assiniboine  and  1»^^.,*>««JJ^?  « 
their  return  trip  nearly  a  month.     They  were  fiwind  near  Ten-Mile  Croflsin^ 
without  any  provisions,  and  more  or  less  froien.  Provisions  and  transport  "^^^J^Jl 
out  to  them,  and  they  were  brought  in.   A  boy  who  was  of  the  party  lost  pAfts  of 
Ibotk  his  feet.    On  Ittth  March  it  was  reported  that  some  Bloods  had  been  seen  m  the 
Hills.    I  sent  out  scouts  Oobelle  and  Quesnelle  but  they  found  no  trace  of  Indiana. 
The  snow  was  still  very  deep  in  some  parts  of  the  Hills.    On  22nd  March  I  went  to. 
liclbbridge  to  meet  Superintendent  Neale  to  arrange  as  to  where  his  pateol  should 
meet  mine.    The  Medicine  Hat  Ranche  Company  reported  to  Inspector  Nonnwa  on 
27th  March  that  a  number  of  their  horses  had  been  stolen.  Mr.  Norman  sent  Staff  Ser- 
geant Spicer  and  three  men  is  pursuit,  Spicer  had  the  traU  for  some  time  and  recovered 
OTie  mare  in  Medicine  Lodge,  but  finally  lost  trail,  and  went  into  Assiniboine  and 
from  there  on  to  Benton,  bot  did  not   find  any  trace  of  horses.    The  horses  were 
eventually  recovered  from  the  Blood  Gamp.    There  having  been  a  good   deal  of 
vneasinchB  reported  to  be  existing  among  the  half- breeds  at  Saskatchewan  Iiandisg, 
IscntlDteipreterLevcilWup  there,  but  except  that  they  were  holding  frejuent 
meet  d^h,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  anything  unusual  going  on*    On  Slst   M^rch 
scouts  M.  (^icsnelle  and  Leveill^  were  sent  out  on  a  five  days'  scout.    Indians  w«re 
reported  to  have  been  seen  near  here.     On  3rd  April,  I  sent  a  strong  party  out  and 
aearched  the  country  thorougly.    No  traces  of  Indians  found.  The  next  morning  a 
nan  named  Bradley  reported  his  horses  stolen.    A  party  was  sent  out  with  Boout 
Cobelle  and  horses  were  trailed  and  found  some  seven  miles  from  Bradley  a  hona^ 
from  where  they  had  strayed.    On  6th  April  a  small  scouting  party  was  sent  out 
On  I  he  14th  Mr.  Gunn,  ot  Bed  Deer,  reported  that  his  three  horses  had  been  stolwa  at 
Medtcme  Hat.  Another  horse  was  stolen  from  a  settler,  and  a  son  of  Mr,^  Gobbett 
fired  at  by  an  Indian  who  was  trying  to  get  into  the  stable.    Two  of  Gunn  s  horsea 
were  subsequently  recovered  c  n  the  Blood  Eeserve. 

On  14ih  April  the  first  detachment  for  frontier  duty  was  sent  out,  a  Non-Conu 
Officer  ;  ^vq  men  and  a  scout.  They  went  to  Ten  Mile  Crossing.  On  16th  Inspector 
Moodie  arrived  for  doty  at  Medicine  Hat  to  relieve  Inspector  Norman,  ordered  to 
Headquarters.  On  16th  the  detachment  for  duty  at  "  Bull's  Head  "  left  Medicine  Hat. 
Detachmentfor  Willow  Creek  left  Maple  Creek  on  the  19th. 
The  Medicine  Hat  Banche  Company  having  reported  that  two  of  their  cattle  had 
iMon  killed,  I  sent  four  men  to  remain  at  ranche  and  scout  that  section  of  the  oountiry. 
On  evening  of  25th  April  ex-policeman  Gow  came  in  ftom  Grabum  and  reported  thai 
Indiana  had  killed  two  of  his  cows  ;  his  partner,  Stothers,  having  seen  these  Didiana 
jacking  off  the  meat.  I  atarted  Inspector  Mills  out  in  a  couple  of  hours  with  twelve 
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BOD,  wired  iostriiotioDB  to  Inspeotor  Hoodie  at  Medicine  Hat,  and  notified  detach* 
ment  at  Ten-Mile  Croaaing  and  Willow  Greek  to  send  ail  men  that  could  be  spared 
to  Graham.  The  Indians  had  mov^ed  down  to  some  heavy  timber,  down  McKay  Greek, 
and  the  parties  in  jmrsnit  did  not  effect  their  oaptare,  the  Indians  getting  away  on 
foot  daring  the  night.  Three  horses  were  however  captared  which  thene  Indians 
had  stolen  ;  two  large  draught  mares  from  Sand's  mill  and  a  cayase  belonging  to  a 
Cree  Indian.  One  of  the  mares  was  loaded  with  meat  from  the  slaughtered  cows, 
•ome  moocasins  were  also  found,  dropped  by  the  Indians.  Sergeant  Spicer  had  gone 
out  from  Medicine  EEat  with  a  party  to  endeavor  to  intercept  the  Indians  from  Gra* 
bom,  he  sent  a  man  into  Danmore  and  reported  that  he  had  come  across  a  party  of 
Indians  located  in  a  deep  coulee  aboat  25  miles  from  Danmore.  That  on  endeavoring 
to  approach  the  Indians^  who  were  all  on  foot— they  opened  fire,  and  Spicer  and  his 
party  retired.  He  stated  there  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty  Indians.  1  instructed  Ins* 
pector  Moodie  to  take  all  available  men  he  had  to  join  Spicer  and  try  aud  take  up 
trail  of  these  Indians ;  this  however  he  was  unable  to  do,  the  Indians  being  on  foot 
and  the  country  intersected  in  every  direction  with  deep  and  heavily  wooded  coulees* 
On  the  27th  three  horses  were  stolen  from  a  man  named  Watson  at  Medicine 
Hat  and  one  from  the  Bev.  Mr.  Tudor.  A  half-breed  boy  was  fired  at  the  same  night, 
the  ball  going  through  the  rim  of  his  hat  Mr.  Tudor*s  horse  was  afterwards  found 
en  the  Blackfoot  Reserve,  Watson's  horses  were  also  recovered. 

On  the  3rd  May,  I  reinforced  the  detachments  at  Bull's  Head  and  Willow  Greek* 
On  the  9th  I  sent  a  detachment  to  Bast  Bnd  for  duty,  six  men  and  a  scout. 

I  received  orders  from  Customs  Department  to  seize  a  herd  of  cattle  belonging^ 
to  one  S.  Spencer,  for  infraction  of  the  Customs  Act.  I  hired  a  party  to  round  up  the  . 
catile,  and  put  Corp.  Meneley  in  charge,  about  183  head  were  collected,  and  were 
hreoght  in  to  Maple  Creek,  and  sold  there  by  Dr.  Allen,  Inspector  of  Customs. 

On  the  14th  May  I  sent  detachment  to  Farwell  for  duty,  which  completed  my 
fine  of  outposts  necessary  to  keep  up  the  weekly  communication.  I  also  sent  an  extra 
detachment  of  six  men  and  a  scout  to  G-rabum.  Inspectors  Primrose  and  Mills  were 
also  on  detachment  duty. 

On  the  20th,  two  Indians  on  their  way  to  Stony  Mountain,  escaped  from  SherifT 
(Jampbell  at  Danmore;  men  were  sent  out  from  Medecine  Hat  to  search  country  and 
all  detachments  notified,  but  the  Indians  were  not  recaptured. 

On  18th  June  a  half-breed  Sioux  was  arrested  here,  charged  with  having  in  his 
pofisession  a  horse  belonging  to  a  Sioux  of  **  White  Cap's  "  band.  The  horse  was  reco- 
Tered  and  as  the  Sioux  would  not  prosecute,  I  released  the  prisoner,  keeping  the 
hors:).  On  the  25th,  some  settlers,  named  Adsitt  living  south  from  Irvine,  reported  ta 
detaehments  at  Graham  and  Bull's  Head,  that  their  horses  had  been  stolen.  Men 
from  both  detachments  were  promptly  on  hand  and  the  horses  were  found,  having 
simplj  strayed.  On  6th  July,  the  telegraph  station  at  Battle  Greek  was  completed. 
TheBocky  Mountain  Telegraph  Company  furnished  instruments,  and  Constable 
Kennedy  was  installed  as  operator. 

I  went  into  Fort  Assiniboine  on  the  21st  July  on  special  duty  and  returned  on 
the  30th.  On  3*Kh  several  Indians  were  arrested  for  being  oflf  their  reserves,  and  were 
Beet  to  Begina,  under  escort.  A  man  named  Farley  was  arrested  west  of  Medicine 
Hat  on  a  warrant  charging  him  with  stealing  two  horses  from  Mr.  Fenton,  C.P.R. 
Agent  at  Swift  Current.  When  arrested  he  had  a  Police  revolver  in  his  possession, 
which  proved  to  be  one  stolen  from  the  town  station  at  Maple  Creek.  I  gave  him  3 
months,  imprisonment  for  the  offence,  and  he  is  to  be  tried  for  the  horse  stealirg.  The 
two  horses  stolen  by  him  were  recovered,  as  well  as  a  rifle  belonging  to  Mr.  Fenton 
and  also  stolen  by  Farley. 

I  sent  team  and  man  into  Fort  Assiniboine  on  the  I3th  August,  with  Mr.  Scott^ 
on  baainess  in  connection  witb  extradition  of  McLei^h  murderers. 

On  4th  October  I  went  to  meet  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  and  accompanied 
him  on  a  tour  oi  inspection  of  the  ontposta  of  my  district,  returning  to  Mapb  Creek 
« the  13th. 

On  8th  October  Inspeotcnr  Sanders  arri^^from  Madeod  for  duty,  on  the  lltb 
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Inspector  Sanders,  with  two  non-commissioned  officers  and  9  men  and  inter|Nreter, 
left  for  Kennedy's  Old  Post  on  Hilk  Biver,  to  take  over  a  number  of  Cree  lodiaas 
pat  over  the  line  by  the  American  troops.  The  Indians  had  been  across  the  line 
«ome  days  before  Inspector  Sanders  arrived,  and  had  scattered  about  the  country. 
Some  returned  across  the  line,  and  have  gone.  I  believe,  to  the  Sooth  Piegan  Beanrve; 
a  few  went  into  Medicine  Hat,  and  are  now  in  guard  room,  awaiting  orders  as  to 
their  disposition.  A  few  were  allowed  to  come  in  here.  Five  lodges  were  Left  at 
Battle  Creek,  and  the  remainder  taken  on  to  Swift  Current,  where  a  party  under 
charge  of  Sergent  Tucker  still  have  charge  of  them. 

On  15th,  October  Staff  Ser^nt  McG-innis  arrested  some  people  on  No.  2  train 
who  were  connected  with  the  railway  ticket  forgery  at  Calgaiy,  and  brought  tiiem 
back  to  that  place. 

On  25th  October,  the  town  station  at  this  place  was  burnt  down.  It  was  an 
old  frame  wooden  building.  The  constable  in  charge  hearing  a  distorbance  outside 
about  2.30  a.m.  went  out,  and  was  away  about  half  an  hour,  when  he  returned  tlie 
whole  building  was  in  flames.    He  lost  all  his  kit,  and  private  effects. 

A  half-breed  named  Booheblave  was  arrested  at  Swift  Carrent  for  having  in  hu 
possession  two  horses  stolen  from  an  Indian  in  Montana.  He  was  brought  befora 
the  magistrates,  committed  for  trial  and  sent  to  Begina.  A  half-breed  named 
Dubois  was  sent  here  from  Swift  Current  on  22nd,  September  committed  for  trial 
-for  larceny,  by  Messrs.  Tims  and  Enight,  J.  P's.  I  received  instructions  to  release 
bim,  there  not  being  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  his  triid. 

I  have  had  very  little  magisterial  duly  to  perform  during  the  past  year  and 
41  return  of  all  eases  tried  in  my  district  is  attached. 

There  have  been  a  few  fatal  accidents. 

On  I6th  April  Mr.  Lawrence,  a  farmer  near  here,  while  handling  a  reivoiver 
shot  his  daughter  in  the  side.    She  died  a  few  hours  later. 

On  14th  August  a  little  boy  of  Jules  Quesnelle  was  accidentally  shot  The 
party  were  out  l^rry-picking,  and  one  or  them  getting  into  the  waggon  with  a  loaded 
•shot  gun,  it  exploded  in  some  way,  the  charge  striking  the  boy  inside  the  thigh  of 
one  leg.    He  died  within  a  couple  of  hours. 

On  1st  October  a  man  named  Oollinge  was  found  drowned  in  shallow  water  in 
the  river  at  Medicine  Hat,  close  to  the  water  cart  which  he  had  been  driving.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  had  a  fit  and  dropped  off  tiie  oart  The  same  day  Mr,  Smi&^yard 
master  at  Medicine  Hat^  was  run  over  by  a  gravel  train,  and  died  within  a  few  home. 

Daring  the  past  season  I  have  bad  the  following  outposts  out,  beginning  from 
the  west :  Ball's  Head,  Willow  Creek,  Graburn,  Battle  Creek,  Farwell  and  Bast  Bnd. 

^'  K  "  Division  patrol  from  the  west  ccmnected  with  my  system  at  Willow  Greek 
once  a  week,  and  my  patrol  connected  with  '<  B  **  Division  from  the  eastat  McOarthy's 
Lake  every  Tuesday.  This  distance,  from  the  Bast  Bnd  to  McCarthy's  Lake,  I  oob- 
sider  too  far  to  have  to  make  the  weekly  connection.  I  would  recommend  that  a 
station  of  some  description  be  erected  at  some  point  on  the  White  Mud,  about  4A 
miles  from  the  Bast  Bnd,  where  a  detachment  could  be  stationed.  Then,  if  a  detaoh* 
ment  from  the  Wood  Mountain  District  were  stationed  somewhere  about  Pinto  Horse 
Batte  the  patrol  could  easily  meet,  and  have  time  to  scout  the  country  besides.  There 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  work  done  by  these  outposts  during  the  past  season.  Besides 
keeping  up  the  regular  weekly  communication  parties  were  out  daily  (weather  per^ 
mitting)  in  different  directions  from  the  outposts. 

I  forwarded  to  you  a  map  showing  position  of  the  different  outposts,  and  the 
principal  scouting  lines,  but  I  could  by  no  means  show  the  whole  of  them  as  the 
country  has  been  very  thoroughly  traversed.  EUudi  non-commissioned  officer  in 
charge  of  a  detachment  sends  a  copy  of  his  diary,  weekly,  to  the  outpost  at  Battle 
<7reek.    They  reach  me  every  Sunday  evening. 

Besides  their  regular  sooutin^  duties  the  members  of  each  outpost  (except  €rra* 
burn)  have  erected  permanent  buildings,  which  has  entailed  a  good  deal  of  labor.  I 
Teceived  a  grant  of  $1,000  to  build  five  permanent  outposts.  They  have  all  been  < 
^leted,  and  the  men  on  outpost  duty  are  now  very  comfoMtUe,  as  wM  as  the  ' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


35 


At  Bair?  Head  there  is  a  good  log  hoose  which  holds  from  ten  to  twelve  men,  a 
yery  good  log  stable  to  hold  twelve  horses.    Both  baildiogs  shingled. 

At  Willow  Greek  there  is  a  very  good  honse,  shingled,  holdiog  twelve  men  ;  also 
log  stable  with  shingle  roof  to  hold  twelve  horses.  There  is  also  a  '<  shack  "  erected 
1^  men  of  detachment  earlier  In  the  year,  which  can,  with  little  expense,  be  tamed 
into  a  storeroom; 

These  two  posts  were  built  nnder  the  soperintendency  of  Inspector  Moodie,  and 
reflect  groat  credit  on  him. 

At  Battle  Creek  there  is  a  good  log  honse,  to  house  six  men,  shingle  roof^  stable 
to  hold  ten  horses,  mnd  roof,  telegraph  office,  log  with  shingle  roof,  and  a  small  log 
bailding  used  formeriy  as  a  stable,  which  can  be  turned  into  a  storeroom. 

Farwell  has  a  good  house  built  of  cottonwood  logs,  with  mud  roof,  to  hold  ten 
or  twelve  men.    Stable  same  material,  to  hold  ten  or  twelve  horses. 

Bast  £nd  has  a  good  dwelling  house,  log,  with  mud  roof,  will  hold  eisrht  men. 
Stable  of  same  material  will  hold  ten  horses,  but  is  too  narrow,  and  should  be  im^ 
proved  on  next  year. 

Each  of  the  dwelling  houses  has  a  lean-to  kitchen,  leading  out  of  the  main  room^ 
in  some  of  the  buildings  large  enough  to  be  used  as  a  mess  room  as  well  as  a  kitchen.. 

At  Graburn  the  detaohement  built  themselves  a  log  house,  which  at  present  ia 
rather  low  but  by  raising  it  a  log  or  two,  the  building  could  be  made  a  very  good 
one.    I  would  recommend  that  a  permanent  building  be  built  there  next  year. 

An  ample  supply  of  hay  has  been  put  up  at  each  of  the  six  outpostn,  and  good 
strong  corrals  built  around  the  hay.  Acting  under  your  orders  I  called  in  detach* 
mmiA  from  Basi  Bnd  and  Farwell. 

The  detachment  from  East  Bnd  came  in  on  the  4th  November,  and  that  from  Far- 
well  on  the  following  day.  The  remaining  detachments  are  still  out  (18th  November). 

I  should  recommend  that  Oraburn  m  brought  in  at  the  end  of  the  month.  That 
some  men  be  left  at  Ten  Mile  all  winter,  as  it  is  on  the  line  of  travel  south,  and  if 
there  is  no  one  to  look  after  the  buildings  some  malicious  person  might  destroy  or 
injure  them. 

Willow  Greek  and  BulFs  Head  should  be  kept  out  as  long  as  the  weather  remains 
open.  Scouts  kept  on  during  the  winter  months  should  visit  outposts  frequently,  to 
see  that  everything  is  in  order.  Since  the  early  spring,  when  the  western  Indiana 
made  several  raids,  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  a  hostile  Indian  in  the  hills.  None 
have  been  seen.  No  horses  have  been  stolen  from  Maple  Creek  district  this  year. 
Some  were  stolen  from  Medicine  Hat  early  in  the  spring,  but  were  mostly  recovered. 

I  consider  the  result  of  the  summer's  work,  entirely  due  to  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  the  members  of  the  division  have  performed  patrol  duties.  The  Cypress 
fiills  is  a  difficult  country  to  scout,  there  being  so  many  hiding  places  io  the  thick 
bushes  taid  coulees,  and  I  think  a  good  stafi  of  scouts  is  a  necessity  in  this  district. 

On  the  4th  November,  I  received  orders  from  you  that  Inspector  Sanders  and 
ten  picked  men  were  to  be  detailed  to  proceed,  ^when  orders  arrived,  to  the  line  to 
take  over  the  McLeish  murderers  from  the  American  authorities.  The  party  was  at 
onoe  detailed.  On  Monday  the  7th  Inspector  Sanders  and  party  left  to  take  over  the 
murderers  at  boundary  line  on  Thursday. 

On  Tuesday  morning  Inspector  Primrose  with  ten  men  left,  detailed  to  go  to- 
Ten  Mile  Crossing,  and  j^rom  there  to  go  south  towards  the  boundary,  and  scoot  tho 
country  thoroughly,  working  in  oonjanction  with  Inspector  Sanders'  party.  On 
Taesday  afternoon  I  received  a  telegram  from  you,  that  Sanders  would  have  to  go  ob 
to  Assiniboino,  and  possibly  into  Banton.  I  immediately  telegraphed  instructions 
to  Ten  Mile,  and  the  despatch  was  forwarded  by  man  on  horseback  to  boundary  line^ 
and  he  left  there  and  proceeded  to  Assiniboino  with  his  party.  He  had  to  go  ta 
Bonton  to  get  the  prisoners. 

I  got  a  telegram  from  him,  that  he  would  be  at  the  line  by  noon  on  Monday 
14th  inst  I  instructed  Inspector  Primrose  and  party  to  proceed  and  meet  Innpector 
Sanders^  The  two  parties  met  at  tho  South  Fork,  and  reached  Ten  Mile  that  night. 
I  sent  out  a  fresh  te^m  to  meet  them  at  daylight  in  moroiog  (Taosday)  and  prisoners 
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got  in  herein  plentj  of  time  to  go  on  to  Begina  that  day,  bat  nnfortanatoly  Ihi 
train  was  canoelled,  and  there  was  no  passenger  train  until  yesterday,  when  lospeotor 
Sanders  and  escort  left  with  prisoners  for  Eegina. 

On  7th  November  a  team  and  five  men  arrived  from  Swift  Carrent,  being  part  of 
the  escort  which  had  been  with  the  refogee  Crees  since  the  11th  October.  Two  more 
men  came  np  on  the  lath.  The  remainder  of  the  party,  Sergeant  Tacker  and  two 
men,  left  Swift  Onrrent  on  the  I3th  to  proceed  with  Indians  going  north  until  relieved 
by  an  escort  from  Battleford.  Six  Indians  that  had  been  arrested  and  were  in  goArd 
room  at  Medicine  Hat,  were  sent  to  Swift  Carrent  by  train,  and  went  north,  om 
Indian  went  overland  with  two  horses. 

On  10th  November,  Corporal  Bulger  arrested  two  men,  named  Wm.  Jordan  and 
D.  M.  Learner,  both  of  Fort  Maoleod,  for  having  intoxicants  illegally  in  their  possessioi. 
There  were  three  large  trunks  filled  with  bottles  of  brandy  and  whiskey.  The  keys  of 
the  trunks  and  the  checks  for  them  were  found  in  Leamer's  possession*  Re  was  brought 
before  Inspector  Hoodie,  J.  P.,  and  fined  $200  and  costs,  and  the  liquor  destroyed. 
There  was  no  evidence  against  Jordan,  the  liquor  was  brought  from  Victoria,  B.  C 

The  buildings  at  this  post  (Maple  Creek)  are  quite  inadequate  for  the  number 
of  men  stationed  here  during  the  winter  months.  There  is  but  one  barrack  baildiog, 
made  originally  to  hold  25  men,  there  is  no  recreation  room,  or  any  place  where 
men  can  go  out  of  their  barrack  rooms,  there  are  no  sergeants'  quarters,  no  sick  stable^ 
and  no  waggon  shed,  the  present  guard  room  has  only  two  cells,  and  is  a  very  poor 
affair.  The  buildings  required  here  are  another  barrack  room,  recreation  room,  fie^ 
geants'  quarters,  guard  room,  sick  stable,  a  waggon  shed,  and  more  offioers'  quarterB. 
The  Quartermaster's  store  also  requires  enlarging,  at  present  space  is  so  confined  that 
it  is  hard  to  keep  things  tidy,  or  easy  to  find  anything  you  want,  as  different  articlei 
have  to  be  pilea  one  on  top  of  the  other.  The  present  buildings  will  be  mick 
improved  when  the  plastering  now  being  done  is  finished.  The  hospital  will  also  lie 
more  habitable  when  the  authorized  repairs  are  made. 

The  buildings  at  Medicine  Hat  are  generally  in  a  fair  state  of  repair. 

Fire  Protection. 

There  is  no  adequate  fire  protection  at  either  this  post  or  ICodioine  Hat ;  lU 
there  Is  to  depend  upon  are  water  buckets  and  a  few  '*  Babcocks."  At  Aledicine  Hat, 
there  being  no  wells  there,  the  river  is  the  nearest  source  of  supply.  There  are  aba 
a  few  *'  Babcocks."  In  the  event  of  a  fire  gaining  headway  at  either  post  the  whole 
of  the  barracks  would  go. 

Transport. 

The  division  is  well  supplied  with  light  transport.  The ''  Hinchin  "  buckboardis 
an  excellent  one.  The  *'  Minchin"  lumber  waggon  I  consider  too  light  for  this  sectioBi 
of  the  North- West.  Two  supplied  here  came  to  grief;  the  first  one  the  front  aik 
went,  and  the  hind  one  in  the  other. 

Arms, 

Many  of  the  Winchester  Carbines,  from  long  service,  require  looking  o?er| 
flome  have  front  sights  crooked  and  many  require  browning  and  a  general  leok  ovef 
by  the  armourer.    The  revolvers  are  mostly  in  good  order. 

Saddlm. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  division  stationed  here  be  issued  entirely  will 
doudle  cinch  saddles.  I  consider  them  a  necessity  in  this  section  of  the  ooantry, 
A  saddle  room  is  also  a  great  necessity  here ;  yon  having  just  authorised  the  buildiii^ 
of  one,  the  saddles  and  harness  can  be  better  looked  after  in  the  fiitars  than  thi^ 
have  been« 
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Telephtmes. 

I  would  again  reoommend  the  erection  oi  a  telephone  line  to  barraoks  both  aft 
JIaple  Greek  and  Medicine  Hat. 

DesertioHS. 

During  the  past  season  there  have  been  eight  desertions  from  my  divisioiu 
One  man  was  granted  leave  and  did  not  retarn^  one  man  deserted  from  ICedtcinft 
Hat,  two  from  this  port,  one  from  Oraburn,  two  from  Battle  Greek,  and  one  front. 
Waiow  Greek. 

Sixteen  American  deserters  reported  here  during  the  past  season. 

Drill  and  Target  Practice. 

The  drill  I  have  been  able  to  perform  has  been  small.  The  past  wintw  mm 
unasnally  severe  and  the  snow  deep.  Early  in  the  spring  the  Indians  began  to  raid^ 
and  horses  and  men  were  kept  constantly  going.  Then  permanent  detachments 
were  sent  out,  and  there  has  been  on  an  average  about  50  men  on  outpost  duty  aU 
the  season.  Target  practice  was  pretty  well  finished  by  most  members  of  tlM 
division,  and  some  mounted  target  practice  performed. 

Horses. 

Bight  horses  were  oast  and  sold,  seven  of  which  were  sent  to  Galgary^  Fif  teea 
re-mounts  were  received.  Seven  horses  have  died  during  the  year,  leaving  my 
•present  strength  at  this  date  (4th  November)  95  horses  and  2  pack  iuules.  Saddm 
horses  have  mainly  kept  in  very  good  condition,  by  being  able  to  change  about  asd 
.give  the  poor  ones  a  rest.  The  team  horses  are  pulled  down  somewhat,  their 
work  for  the  past  year  has  been  constant  and  arduous.  In  addition  to  general 
-  duties  and  sapplying  outposts  with  rations  and  oats,  lo^  had  to  be  hauled,  and 
different  supplies  hauled  long  distances  for  the  construction  of  the  five  permanenl 
•outposts. 

Ferry  at  Medicine  Hat. 

This  ferry  was  repaired  at  considerable  expense,  but  the  repairs  were  well  donate 
A  substantial  tower  built  and  cable  well  stretched,  and  the  boat  has  been  running 
well ;  as  far  as  I  can  see,  the  expenses  in  ccmnection  with  the  boat  should  be  very 
•light  next  year« 

Indians. 

There  are  still  the  usual  number  of  Indians  about  my  district  They 
have  made  quite  a  lot  of  money  by  polishing  buffalo  horns  and  selling  them,  prinei* 
pally  to  passengers  on  the  trains.  Most  of  them  have  horses  and  had  gardens  thia 
year  »id  raised  some  garden  stuff.  They  behave  themselves  well.  One  1  sentenced 
to  one  month's  imprisonment  for  assulting  another  Indian  and  breaking  his  wriak 
Three  horses  were  taken  from  an  Indian  at  Medicine  Hat,  who  had  found  them  at 
Forks  of  Bed  Beer.  They  were  branded  LD.  I  sent  them  to  Begina  by  Joe 
Tanner.  Several  parties  of  Indians  who  had  left  their  reserves  were  arrested  and 
«entba(^ 

Health  of  Dimdon. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  Staff  Sergeant  Holme  died  <m  the  fourth  of  Jone^ 
Inm,  pneumonia,  after  a  short  illness.  He  was  very  popular  with  his  oomradesi  a 
elever  physician  and  regret  at  his  death  was  universaL 

Tid  geakersl  health  of  the  division  has  been  exoellani*  There  waa  only  one 
«ase  oi  fever  which  yielded  readily  to  treatment 
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I  am  glad  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  serious  accidents  to  anyone  in  mj 
division  during  the  past  year. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  condaci  of  non-eom. 
officers  and  men  has  been  entirely  to  my  satisfaction.  They  have  always  showD 
themselves  willing  and  ready  to  carry  oat  all  orders  entrusted  to  them,  and  I  trust 
yon  will  jndge  they  have  done  their  work  efficiently  when  yon  take  into  ooof ider- 
ation  the  very  small  amount  of  horse-stealing  or  ocher  crime  that  has  taken  plaee 
in  this  district  during  the  past  year. 

I  leave  this  post  to-morrow  to  take  over  my  new  command  at  Oalgary.  I  hare 
been  stationed  here  in  command  of  *'  A  "  Division  for  the  last  three  years  and  a-half, 
mnd  I  leave  the  division  with  much  regret.  i^P| 

lam  unable  to  forward  any  medical  report;  there  have  been  so  many  changes 
in  the  hospital  staff  here,  and  the  present  acting  hospital  steward,  Constable  Ware^ 
has  not  been  here  long  enough  to  be  able  to  write  a  medical  report  for  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


The  Commissioner 

Korth-West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 


H.  MoILLBEB, 

SupU  Commanding  *'A 


Divimcn^ 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SUPERINTENDENT  R.  B.  DBANE. 

Rbqina,  N.W.T.,  December,  1837. 

I  have  the  honour  to  render  my  report  for  the  year  commencing  the  26lh  Marck 

Itet. 

On  that  date  having  temporarily  handed  over  my  duties  as  Adjatant  of  the  force 
to  Inepeotor  W.  G.  Matthews^  I  proceeded  to  Ontario  on  recruiting  pervico. 

After  having  spent  about  a  month  in  Ottawa,  during  which  tim)  considerable 
eorreepondenoe  with  applicants  produced  but  few  suitable  recruits,  I  opened 
an  office  in  Toronto  and  advertised  the  requirements  of  the  Police  by  means  of 
posters  in  the  city  and  its  neighborhood.  I  also  visited  Alontreal  and  London.  The 
standard  is  nnusnally  high,  being  5  feet  8  inches  in  height,  and  minimam  ago 
22  jears.  In  consequence  of  the  latter  regulation  I  was  compelled,  during  tno 
first  few  weeks  to  reject  some  applicants  who  were  in  other  respects  very 
eligible.  In  reply  to  representations,  however,  I  was  instructed  to  use  my  own 
didcretlon  in  relaxing  the  age  disqualification  in  the  case  of  well  developed  and 
promising  applicants. 

I  received  183  applications  for  engagement,  exclusive  of  about  25  of  which  I 
kept  DO  record,  such  as  drunken  men,  tramps,  &o  I,  in  all,  engaged  and  sent  to 
beadquarters,  63  intelligent  und  able-bodied  men,  who  produced  recommendations  or 
testimonials,  which  I  believed  to  bo  autheniio.  Of  ihino,  one  narae>i  Henry  R)»ter, 
an  ex-3troet  railway  employee  in  Toronto,  failed  to  reporc  to  m^  at  the  train  after  ho 
liad  completed  his  engagement  papers.  I  was  informed  that  a  relative  ha>l  given 
lim  lands  to  go  toEngland,  and  that  he  had  already  started.  Charles  Hildred 
(Iwas  informed  from  headquarters)  also  deserted  while  ea  route  to  Uegina,  He^ 
too,  was  an  ex-employce  of  the  Toronto  Street  Railway,  whom  I  woald  not  accept 
until  he  had  completed  his  engagement  therewith.  He  appeared  to  be  very  auxioas 
to  join  the  Police,  and  his  references  were  good,  but  it  is  certain  now  that  he  was  no  loss. 
8ixtytwo  applicants  were  rejected  by  the  examining  surgeons,  varicocele  and  varicose 
veins  being  prominent  disqualifications.  Of  the  remaiuint^  58  some  were  n  jjcteJ  as  be- 
ing nnder  height  or  age.  Two  could  not  read  or  write.  Some  were  sent  to  the  doctor 
for  examination  and  did  not  go  to  him;  others  wtio  underwent  examination  ascer- 
tained  tnat  they  were  sound  and  well,  and  went  their  way.  1  gave  ev^iy  mun  fully  ta 
understand  the  conditions  of  service  in  the  Mounted  I'olicc,  set  forth  its  disadvan- 
tages as  w^ll  as  its  advantages,  pointed  out  that  discharge  by  purchase  being  rarely 
permitted,  unless  a  man  has  made  up  his  mind  to  serve  for  the  dive  years  of  his 
engagement,  he  had  hotter  not  sign  the  papers.  1  believe  that  results  have  shown 
that  the  recruits  so  engaged  have  done  satisfactory  service  so  far. 

On  the  19th  July,  in  accoi*danee  with  your  orders,  I  took  over  command  of  tho 
Depot  Division  at  Regina  and  fleadquarter's  District. 

Oa  the  27th Sergeant  Macpherson,  '<  who  reported  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  *^ 
that  the  murderers  of  McLeish  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fovt  Ellico,  travelling 
Eoath,  was  sent  with  two  constables  to  intercept  them.  He  sub<*equently  reported  : 
"On  arrival  at  Brandon  was  informed  by  two  half-breeds  that  GaJdy,  liacoite  and 
LeRoy  were  scon  on  the  19th  July  near  Kort  Ellice,  travelling  aoutti.  J,  with  my 
party,  lelt  Brandon  and  went  to  Plum  Creek  and  from  thelice  to  Sayer  s  raLciio  ; 
drove  to  the  house  of  a  man  named  Mossange,  who  told  me  that  a  half-breed  named 
Davis  had  told  him  that  two  breeds  answering  the  description  of  Gaddy  aiid  Racette 
bad  come  to  his  camp  after  nightfall  on  the  2ist  July.  I  went  to  U^k  L  iku  and 
Irom  there  to  St.  John's,  Dakota,  where  I  reported  at  the  Custom   hunsv,  ulJ  vva^ 
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told  by  the  American  interpreter  that  he  knew  where  the  marderere  were,  bat  that 
he  wonld  not  tell  me*  This  interpreter  and  the  United  States  Karshall  a^preed  to  go 
that  night,  taking  me  with  them  as  deputy  marshall,  bat  this  offer  they  afterwarii 
withdrew.  I  paid  Joseph  John  to  go  and  ascertain  the  exact  position  of  the  partiei 
wanted  and  left  myself  for  KillarDey,  to  allay  snspioion.  Next  day  when  I  returned 
to  St.  Johns,  John  reported  to  me  that  they  had  been  camped  on  an  island  at  a  lab 
on  the  southwest  of  the  mouutain  on  tne  3rd  August,  but  had  left  that  plice  in 
disguise,  wearing  Indian  clothing,  and  had  been  seen  10  miles  north  oi  Buffalo  Lake 
and  were  on  their  way  to  Canada. 

'<  The  IT.  S.  Marshall  wanted  to  go  to  Fort  Totten  for  a  company  of  United 
States  infantry  to  follow  the  fugitives,  but  I,  knowing  how  useless  it  was  to  folloir 
mounted  men  with  infantry,  decided  to  return,  and  reached  Headquarters  on  the 
*7th  August" 

News  was  received  here  on  the  12th  August,  by  a  telegram  from  the  offieer 
commanding  at  Fort  Macleod,  that  Gaddy  and  Baoette  had  been  arrested  at  Fort 
McGinnis  by  the  Sheriff  of  Montana. 

Mr.  D.  L.  Scott,  Q.O.,  Crown  Prosecutor  for  this  judicial  district,  proceeded  to 
Fort  fienton  with  Corporal  Mathewson  and  a  settler  firom  Wolseley  to  identify  the 
prisoners  and  take  the  necessary  steps  to  procure  their  extradition,  and  the  prisoners 
were'accordingly  extradited  and  brought  to  Begina  by  Inspector  »Sander8  and  an 
-escort  on  the  18th  November.  Their  trial  is  peremptorily  fixed  for  the  3rd  Jannaiy 
next,  at  Wolseley. 

On  the  idth  August  it  was  reported  to  me  that  a  child  about  2^  years  old, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Pringle,  of  Begina,  had  strayed  from  its  mother,  who  was  on  a  visit 
at  Pense.  A  Police  party  was  despatched  to  search  the  neighborhood,  accompanied 
by  some  citizens  of  Bogina.  The  child  was  lost  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  but  the 
loss  was  not  reported  here  to  the  following  afternoon.  The  child  was  found  aboat 
7  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  in  some  bushes  about  1(  mile  from  the  honae 
from  which  it  had  strayed,  and  beyond  being  somewhat  fHghtened,'wa8,  <<  strange  to 
say,"  little  the  worse  of  the  exposure. 

On  the  18th  September  the  body  of  a  man,  who  was  afterwards  identified  as 
John  Deacon,  was  found  dead  at  the  railway  switch  near  Orenfell.  He  wm  last  seen 
alive  on  the  previous  day  some  miles  west  of  Grenfell  where  he  was  met  by  some 
men  who  were  working  on  the  railway;  he  had  been  working  on  the  railway  at 
Pasqua,  and  had  started  to  walk  to  Winnipeg.  An  inquest  was  held  and  a  post 
mortem  examination  made,  when  the  jury  found  that  death  had  resulted  from  **iattj 
degeneration  of  the  heart/' 

On  the  19th  October,  Dr.  Dodd,  coroner,  reported  to  me  that  he  had  jost 
returned  from  Pense  where  one  William  Love  had  been  accidentally  shot  by  a  com- 
panion, named  Springfield  Bice.  It  appears  that  they  had  been  examining  an  old 
Winchester  carbine,  in  the  magazine  of  which  (unknown  to  them)  was  a  c^tridge, 
which  successive  movements  ot  the  lever  failed  to  pump  into  the  barrel  and  eject  as 
would  have  happened  bad  the  carbine  been  in  proper  condition,  at  last,  h'/Wever,  the 
cartridge  found  its  way  into  the  barrel  and  just  as  Mr.  Bice  had  completed  his 
examination  he  laid  the  carbine  on  the  table  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  the 
cartridge  exploded,  the  bullet  entering  Mr.  Love's  kidneys,  and  inflicting  injuries 
from  which  he  died  the  next  morning.  The  coroner  did  not  consider  it  neoessaiyto 
hold  an  inquest. 

The  periodical  reports  have  described  details  of  the  Police  work  performed 
during  each  mouth  and  there  have  been  no  occurrences  in  this  district  ouringny 
tenure  of  command  to  call  for  special  notice.  The  list  of  criminal  cases  disposed  of 
which  accompanies  this  report  is  evidence  of  work  that  has  been  done. 

The  country  has  been  thoroughly  patrolled  throughout  the  district  The  oot- 
posts  along  the  line  of  railway  are  provided  with  horses,  and  have  patndled  the 
<^untry  in  their  respective  neighborhoods^ 

Patrols  have  been  sent  out  from  headquarters  in  such  manner  as  to  keep  at 
least  one  always  moving  about  the  country.    Their  general  direction  ia  ahowa  on 
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the  map  which  has  been  furnished  to  yon,  and  as  their  details  are  for  the  most  part 
unimportant  a  report  taken  at  random  of  a  patrol  which^left  here  on  the  2nd  Angost 
may  suffice. 

'^  Sergeant  Lander  with  4  constables,  1  interpreter  and  8  horses,  left  headquarters 
on  the  2nd  August,  proceeded  to  Long  Lake  and  from  there  to  Touchwood,  visitinr 
the  settlements  and  mission  on  the  way.  From  Touchwood  to  Bound  Plains  ana 
thence  by  the  Prince  Albert  trail  to  File  Hills,  Pleasant  Plains  en  route  to  Wolseley. 
From  there  passiog  south  of  the  Assiniboine  Beserve  to  Indian  Head,  Qa'AppeUe, 
Huscowpetung's  Ifeserve,  Piapot's  Beserve,  Crofter's  settlement  and  Home.  The  ser- 
geant in  charge  reported  water  very  scarce,  crops  in  general  good,  no  complaints 
from  settlers,  and  Indians  working  quietly  on  their  reserres.  The  settlers  inyarl* 
ably  expressed  their  pleasure  at  seeing  the  Police." 

The  usual  escorts  have  been  provided  at  the  Indian  treaty  nayments. 

Prairie  fires  have  not  been  bo  frequent  this  autumn  as  in  former  years,  and  in 
certain  cases  prosecutions  have  been  held  in  abeyance  ponding  the  publieation  of  a 
recent  Ordinance  passed  by  the  North- West  Council.  In  ^  case  at  Summerberry 
during  the  month  of  November  the  proceedings  were  by  a  writ  of  Certiorari  removed 
from  the  Magistrate's  Court  to  the  Sapreme  Court,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway 
-Company  being  the  defendants  in  the  case,  the  result  is  not  vet  known.  With  a 
view  to  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  existing  Ordinance,  the  country  has  been 
divided  into  sections  and  a  non-commissioned  otficer  expressly  detailed  in  each  to 
follow  up  cases  of  prairie  burning. 

The  police  as  a  body  have  assisted  in  extinguishing  fires  when  within  reason* 
able  reach.  A  fire  appeared  on  the  horizon  one  dark  evening  in  November  last,  and 
was  truly  alarming ;  one  coa Id  apparently  distinguish  stacks,  if  not  a  house,  in  a 
blaze.  I  mounted  a  party  and  set  ofif  in  the  direction  of  the  fire,  which  after  some 
time  disappeared  from  view,  but  which  might,  nevertheless,  have  continued  to  rage 
in  a  depression  of  the  prairie,  to  break  out  with  renewed  violence  later  on.  After 
travelling  about  six  miles,  a  farmer  met  us  and  said  the  fire  had  been  started  to  bum 
a  clearing,  that  it  had  been  properly  safe  guarded  and  had  burnt  itself  out.  A 
similar  alarm  oeeurred  a  few  days  later,  but  on  that  occasion  a  party,  after  riding 
about  fourtetfi  ihiles,  esthnated  that  the  fire  was  biill  twenty  miles  ahead  of  tihem, 
in  a  locality  where  there  were  no  settlers,  so  returned  home. 

Now  that  judicial  districts  in  the  North-West  Territories  have  been  re-consti 
tated,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  at  some  point  convenient  in  eastern  Assini 
boia,  a  lock-up  should  be  provided  for  the  use  of  that  district. 

At  present  the  Police  at  Qa*Appelle,  Wolseley,  Broadview,  Whitewood  and 
Moosomin  have  no  means  whatever  of  providing  for  the  safe  custody  of  a  prisoner, 
other  than  by  shackling  him. 

Jioosomin  is  150  miles  from  Begina,  and  the  Police  guard  room  at  the  latter 
place  is  the  nearest  lock-up.  Notwithstanding  that  Begina  is  in  a  different  judicial 
district  from  that  over  which  Hr.  Justice  Wetmore  presides,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  for  consideration  that  Qu'Appelle,  through  which  the  Prince  Albert  and 
other  trails  pass,  should  have  a  lock-up  capable  of  temporarily  securing  the  safe 
custody  of  at  least  two  prisoners.  I  have  previously  reported  to  you  that  the  build- 
ing at  that  place,  hitherto  occupied  by  the  Police  as  barracks  and  stable,  are  no 
longer  habitable. 

The  Police  post  at  FortQu'Appelle  is  too  far  from  the  town  for  the  site  to  be 
of  any  value  for  Police  purposes,  and  I  would  submit  that  a  barrack  room,  capable 
of  accommodatiag  at  least  four  men,  with  a  lock-up  for  two  prisoners  and  a  stable 
for  at  least  three  horses,  be  erected  in  a  suitable  part  of  the  town.  By  utilizing  such 
of  the  material  in  the  present  buildings  as  is  fit  for  use,  the  accommodation  I  describe 
•can  be  erected  for  $600.  I  have  previously  reported  in  detail  on  this  subject.  I 
submit  further,  that  as  Moosomin  may  be  said  to  be  the  headquarters  of  the  eastern 
Asnniboia  judicial  district,  and  as  a  detachment  of  at  least  six  men  are  required 
there  for  ordinary  duties  and  patrblSi  that  Police  barracks  and  staUes  should  bo 
28-3i 
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erected  there  for  the  aooommodatioa  of  ten  constables  and  eight  horses,  the  bamck 
building  to  include  room  for  a  lock-up  capable  of  holding  four  prisoners^ 

The  cost  of  railway  transport,  which  is  annaaliy  incarred  in  conveyance  of 
prisoners  and  their  escorts  to  and  from  Begina,  will  contribate  no  inconsiderable 
proportion  towards  the  erection  of  snch  buildings,  to  sav  nothing  of  the  additkffi&l 
convenience  and  facilities  for  carrying  oot  the  pablic  "service.  At  present  the  mea 
at  Moosomin  lodge  in  a  rented  building  and  board  at  an  hotel.  The  latter  arrani^e* 
ment  in  convenient,  because  otherwise,  in  a  small  detachment,  one  man  is  always 
fnhj  employed  in  cooking,  &c.  for  the  others,  and  is  consequently  non-effective,  but 
it  would  be  very  much  better  if  the  men  could  live  in  their  own  barrack  bnildiog,  at 
a  convenient  distance  from  neighbors. 

On  the  11th  November,  in  consequence  of  a  sprained  ankle,  I  was  placed  on  the 
sick  list,  and  remained  thereon  until  the  4th  December.  During  that  interval,  how- 
ever, I  was  able  to  preside  over  a  court  of  enquiry,  convened  by  the  Assistant  Com* 
missioner,  to  investigate  the  origin  of,  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  ban- 
ing  of  the  riding  school  on  the  26th  November  last.  The  evidence  went  to  ahow 
that  the  conflagration  originated  from  a  fire  which  had  been  lighted  in  a  slove  in 
the  saddle-room  used  by  ''  fi  "  Division  on  the  morning  of  tlie  26th  before  the  man  in 
charge  thereof  went  to  his  breakfast,  at  about  7:30  o'clock.  He  stated  that  when  he 
left  the  door  of  the  <<  Syndicate'*  stove  was  open,  the  dampers  closed,  and  a  moderate 
fire  in  the  grate.  The  fire  was  discovered  about  8:45  a.m.,  and  Constable  Browne'a 
evidence  was  corroborated  by  that  of  Constable  McConnell,  who  was  one  of  thefint 
to  enter  the  burning  room,  with  a  Babcock,  and  standing  close  to  the  stove  in  qneatioo, 
noticed  that  the  doors  thereof  were  open,  and  that  there  was  very  little  fire  in 
the  grate.  He  first  saw  the  fire  in  the  ceiling  over  the  corner  of  the  room  in  which 
the  stove  stood,  and  it  appeared  to  be  burning  between  the  ceiling  and  the  roof,  the 
saddle-room  in  question  being  a  compartment  of  a  lean  to  which  ran  along 
the  northside  of  the  main  building.  The  6ourt  could  only  conjecture  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  fire,  but  the  impression  in  my  mind  is  that  the  bracket  upon  which  the 
brick  chimney  was  built  sunk,  that  the  chimney  or  the  safe,  or  both,  cracked  incon- 
sequence oi  the  settlement,  and  that  burning  soot  found  its  way  through  the  crack 
and  ignited  the  dry  woodwork  between  the  horizontal  ceiling  and  the  leanto roof, 
and  that  burning  embers  dropped  down  between  the  studding  inside  the  partition 
wall  and  set  a  light  to  shavings  and  other  combustible  material  on  the  ground. 

In  accordance  with  your  directions  to  report  upon  the  several  muniers  that  took 
place  during  the  past  summer,  as  officer  in  present  charge  of  Headquarters  Police 
District,  which  extends  from  Moosomin  in  the  east,  to  Moose  Jaw  in  the  wes^  and 
from  Touchwood  in  the  north  to  the  outposts  of  ^'  B  "  Division  (stationed  at  Wood 
Mountain)  in  the  south,  I  beg  to  report  that  the  piurders  of  McLeish,  at  Woleelej, 
Poole,  at  Sumner,  McLean,  near  Whitewood,  and  Smith,  at  the  Salt  Plains,  were 
committed  about  the  end  of  May,  nearly  two  months  before  my  return  from  Eastern 
Canada,  I  can,  therefore,  only  render  copies  of  extracts  from  the  diary  in  the  district 
office,  which  are  as  follows : — 

Tuesday,  31st  May. 

Telegram  from  constable  Mathewson  reporting  that  a  man  was  shot  at  Wolseley 
by  horse  theives.  Telegram  from  Hill,  J.  P.,  that  a  man  was  murdered  a  Sumner  \yf 
horse  theives,  considerable  excitement.  Inspector  Baker  left  at  5  o'clock  p.m.  to 
make  enquiries. 

WSDNXSDAY,  1st  JuNB. 

Sergeant lUchards  and  11  constables,  with  14  horses,  left  by  special  train  at  noon 
or  Grenfoll  on  special  duty  in  connection  with  the  recent  murders  by  horse  theives. 

Thursday,  2nd  June. 

Inspector  Bnker  returned  from  Grenfell  bringing  Geo.  McEenzie,  a  prisoner 
charged  on  suspicion  with  being  implicated  in  the  murder  of  McLeish,  near  Wolseley. 
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Sergeant  MaopherBon  arrived  with  two  Indian  prisoners  charged  with  the  murder 
of  Peter  Smith. 

Constable  Johnson  brought  in  Joseph  Bacette  charged  with  being  implicated  in 
the"  murder  of  McLeish,  near  Wolseley. 

Satubdat,  4th  June. 

Superintendent  Jarvis,  Sergeant  Bohrig  and  24  constables  left  for  Broadview  for 
duty  in  connection  with  the  recent  murders  at  Wolseley  and  Whitewood.  Sorgeant 
Blight  and  2  constables,  left  for  Grenfell  on  similar  duty.  Sergeant  Macpherson  and 
Constable  Henderson  left  for  Indian  reserves  to  bring  in  witnesses  in  the  case  of  the 
murder  of  Peter  Smith. 

Constable  Teonant  from  Qa*A.ppelle  brought  in  Moise  Bacette  charged  with 
being  implicated  in  the  murder  of  HcLeish. 

TuisDATy  Yth  JUNI. 

Inspector  Norman  Staff-Sergeant,  Mahony,  Sergeant  Farmer  and  25  constables^ 
irith  13  horses,  left  for  Broadview  by  epeciai  train  at  5  o'clock  a.m.  in  pursuit  of  the 
murderers  of  McLeish.  Geo.  McEenzie  in  custody,  charged  with  being  accessory 
to  the  murder  of  McLeish,  waa  brought  before  the  Commissioner  and  discharged  on 
Us  own  recognisance  of  $200  to  appear  when  called  upon. 

Inspector  Brooks  returned  from  Whitewood  where  he  had  been  investigating  the 
Poole  murder. 

Saturday,  11th  Juni. 

Inspector  Baker  returned  to  Broadview,  Inspector  Norman  Staff-Sergeant, 
Hahony,  Sergeant  Farmer,  and  37  constables  returned  from  Crooked  Lake.  Sergeant 
Kacpberson  left  by  night  to  bring  further  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Nan-nan-kaae-lez^ 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Peter  Smith. 

Tuesday,  14th  June. 

The  prisoner  Nah-nan-kase-lex  was  examined  by  Inspector  Norman,  J.  P.,  and 
remanded  to  the  21st  instant. 

On  my  resuming  duty  on  the  19tb  July,  I  found  that  two  prisoners,  Cree 
Indians,  named  respectively  Nan  nan-kase-lez  and  Ana-sayo,  were  being  held  In 
custody  here.  Nan-nan-ka8e*lex  was  charged  with  implication  in  the  murder  of 
Peter  Smith  at  the  Salt  Plains,  but  there  being  insufficient  evidence  against  him  he 
was  discharged  on  the  11th  August,  with  ^e  concurrence  of  the  Crown  prosecuti^. 

The  other  prisoner,  Anasay-o,  had  been  arrested  under  warrant  of  Justice  at 
Touchwood  on  a  charge  of  having  been  concerned  in  the  stealing  of  some  horses  from 
an  Indian  of  Pasqua's  band,  and  it  was  suspected  that  he  was  implicated  in  the  murder 
of  Smith,  but  there  being  no  evidence  to  connect  him  with  one  crime  or  the  other 
he  was  discharged,  also  with  the  consent  of  the  Crown  prosecutor. 

Between  the  Ist  January  and  28th  Decemb;^r  of  this  year,  157  recruits  have 
been  taken  on  the  strength  of  the  Depot  Division,  and  13  have  re-engaged  for  a 
further  term  of  service  making  a  total  of  170. 

Forty  five  noncommissioned  officers  and  men  have  been  discharged  daring  the 
same  period  (including  constable  Dowse  who  died  on  the  12  th  December  from  a  can- 
-cerous  tumour  in  the  shoulder.)  One  sergeant  and  one  constable's  time  expired,  one 
staff  sergeant  and  17  constables  by  purchase,  1  corporal  and  17  constables  invalided,  3 
^^nstables  dismissed,  15  constables  deserted  and  one  discharged  special  author!^. 

A  total  number  of  60  officers  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  have  been 
transferred  to  and  157  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  have  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  Depot  Division,  between  the  above  mentioned  dates. 

The  average  number  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  constables  on  tho 
monthly  nay  roll  of  the  Depot  Division  is  160,  involving  a  monthly  payment  of  about 
15)000  dollws,  paid  finr  the  most  part  in  small  sams,  with  innumerable  stoppages^ 
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So  far  as  I  have  observed  skioe  my  return  to  Begina  the  oondoct  of  the  men  has 
been  good.  Now  that  they  are  installed  in  the  new  barrack  baildings  they  are 
Qomfortable  enough,  the  rooms,  however,  though  well  warmed,  are  ill  ventilated. 

HOBSIS. 

The  horses  call  for  no  special  remark,  64  remounts  have  been  taken  on  the 
atrengtii  of  the  division,  and  24  have  been  transferred  from  other  Divisions;  the 
losses  for  tiie  same  period,  viz.,  from  1st  January,  to  28th  December,  being  7  cast, 
and  sold,.?  dead,  and  32  transferred  to  other  divisions,  the  average  strengta  of  the 
division  in  horses  is  129. 

A  board  of  officers  has  reported  &om  time  to  time  upon  the  quality  and  fitness 
for  service  of  transport,  harness,  clothing,  &c.,  as  received  from  the  contractors  aod^ 
as  a  rule,  prior  to  issue  from  the  Qaartermaster'  store. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BUBTON  DB  ANB,  ^^ 
S^^^eritUendM  camnumding  Depot  Dwimn^ 
And  Headquarters  Distnet^ 
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APPENDIX   E. 

ANNUAL  HBPORT  OP  SUPBRINTBNDBNT  P.  B.  NBALB,  1887. 

Maoleod,  30th  November,  1867. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  past  12  months. 

The  district  under  my  command  is  very  quiet  and  very  free  from  crime.  The- 
Blood  and  Peigan  Indians  are  contentedly  staying  on  their  reserves,  and  there  is  not 
even  the  annual  rumour  of  an  uprising  in  the  sprine. 

The  frontier  patrol,  extending  from  the  CIrow's  Nest  Pass  to  the  Gypress  Hills,  a 
distaoce,  by,  trail  travelled,  of  29'J  miles,  has  worked  very  suooessfuliy  throughout 
ihe  season  has  tended  to  keep  the  Indians  on  their  reserves,  and  has  in  a  great 
Aeeoure  put  a  stop  to  the  passage  of  parties  of  Indians  on  horse-stealing  expeditions, 
which,  before  its  establishment,  were  so  often  complained  of. 

The  patrol  by  its  constant  movemetots  has  also  been  of  great  benefit  to  the 
ranehmen  between  Mosquito  Creek  and  the  boundary  line,  only  one  case  of  cattle 
Idlliiig  (the  perpetratcnr  of  which  waa  apprehended  and  punished)  having  be<m 
leported.    The  system  inaugurated  by  me,  with  your  coosent,  of  making  the  patrol 


call  at  every  ranehe  on- their  lineef 'march  to  ask  if  there  are  any  complaints^ 
has  also  given  great  satisfbotion  to  setUer9. 

In  additi<m  to  the  frontier  detachments,  during  the  summer  season  a  small  party 
was  stationed  at  the  Leavings  of  Willow  Creek,  and  connecting  with  a  party  of  '*  B**'' 
Division  at  Hi^  Siver,  kept  up  communication  with  Calgary,  and  scouted  through 
the  Porcupine  Hills  to  the  north'  of  the  Peigan^  Beserve.  Another  small  party 
stationed  at  the  Peigan  Beoerve  Post  scouted  through  the  reserve  and  thence  in  a. 
westerly  direction  to  Pincher  Greek,  watehing  and  reporting  the  movements  of  the 
Peigans  and  calling  upon  the  settlers  in  the  Porcupinea. 

The  Indians  on  the  Blood  Beserve  are  watched  by  the  Stand  Off,  Kootenay,  and 
Bt.  Mary's  Detachments,  the  men  of  which  in  addition  to  their  patrol  work  on  the 
frontier  are  constantly  riding  <m  and  about  the  reserve  and  nolicg  and  reporting  the 
movemehts  of  its  occupants. 

The^first  matter  of  interest  which  occurred' after  my  last  annual  report  was  thai 
of  the  capture  by  Corporal  W.  B.  Simmons,  of  ^*  H,"  of  one  Michael  Shear,  who  had 
a  quantity  of  liquor  in  his  possession*  This  man  was  sentenced  to  six  months,  hard 
labor  ill  default  of  payment  of  fine.  ^ 

Inspector  Wattam  having  arrived  here  on  the  8th  December,  1886,  proceeded  to 
pot  "  D  **  and  <*  H  "  Divisions  through  a  complete  course  of  drill. 

During  February  considerable  excitement  obtained  amongst  the  young  men  of 
the  Blood  nation.  They  held  several  meetings,  and  determined  to  start  south  for 
the  purpose  of  avenging  the  death  6f  six  of  their  tribe  who  were  killed  by  the  *<  Gros 
Tentres  "  in  Montana  in  September  last.  Happily  by  the  combioed  efforts  of  Mr. 
Pocklington  and  myself  they  were  persuaded  to  take  no  action  until  the  authorities 
had  investigated  the  matter. 

About  the  10th  February,  18b7,  Sergeant  Brymner  of  H,*'  then  in  charge  of 
Stand  Off  Detachment,  with  the  assistance  of  Bed  Crow,  Chief  of  Bloods,  and  Star 
Child,  a  Blood,  recovered  ten  horses,  the  property  of  one  Mr.  Oranchamp,  that  had 
been  stolen  from  him  at  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills^  Montana. 

As  you  are  aware,  during  1886,  the  Patrol  Ddtachments  oast  of  Lethbridge 
irere  stationed  about  midway  between  the  Gait  Bail  way  and  the  boundary  line— at 
Chin  Coul6e,  Forty  Mile  Ooulte,  and  Bull's  Head  Coulee.  I'he  water  and  feed  at  all 
these  places  being  bad,  I,  with  your  a}>proval,  moved  the  Detachments  south,  placing 
<kie  twenty-four  miles  south  (tf  Lethbridge  at  '*  Kipps  "  Coolte ;  one  on  *'  Milk  Bivor 
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Bidge/'  twenty -five  miles  farther  south  and  a  little  east;  one  at  the  "  Writic  ^  on  the 
Stones'*  Conl6e,  thirty  miles  east  of  the  "Milk  Biver  Bidge"  DetachmAit;  md 
another  at  "Pend-d'Oreille,"  thirty-five  miles  still  farther  east,  which  lattjjer  party 
rode  fifty  miles  and  connected  with  a  Detachment  of  '^  A"  Division,  stationc'ld  south- 
west of  the  heai  of  the  Cypress  Hills.  A  new  oatpost  was  also  established  '  midway 
between  the  Milk  Biver  Bi<ige  Detachment  and  that  on  the  St  Mary's  Bivc  sr,  (fifty. 
«ight  miles  soathwest  of  Macleod)  so  that  the  whole  frontier  from  the  base  ?  rf  the 
Bookies  to  the  head  of  the  Cypress,  where  the  daty  was  taken  ap  by  ''  A  "  jQiTifiioii, 
was  closely  watched*  1 

On  the  22nd  February,  Mr.  Pookling'.on,  Indian  Agent  at  the  Blood  E^aserve* 
notified  me  that  one  of  his  Indians  had  murdered  his  wife  and  immediately^  after 
wards  committed  saicide;  the  non-commiasioned  officer  at  Stand  Off  having  ioognis 
ance  of,  and  enquired  into  the  case,  farther  action  on  the  part  of  the  Police  waa 
unnecessary. 

On  the  26th  February,  a  report  reached  me,  that  '< glanders"  had  broken  out  ia 
41  herd  of  horses,  the  property  of  the  Brown  Banohing  Company  on  the  St  Mary's 
Biver.  Inspector  Sanders  and  Veterinary  Staff-Sergeant  Jackson  were  immediately 
•dispatched  to  inspect  the  herd,  and  two  horses,  were,  with  the  consent  of  the  Manager 
of  the  ranche,  destroyed. 

The  winter  of  1886-87  was  probably  the  moat  severe  within  the  recollection  of 
jiny  white  settler  in  the  district,  for  weeks  the  snow  waa  2  feet  deep  on  all  ^ 
trails,  and  the  cattle  on  the  ranges  suffered  greatly  in  consequence.  On  the  lltk 
March,  a  thaw  having  set  in,  the  ice  in  the  <*01d  Man's  Biver  **  broke  up,  and  all  the 
low  lands  bordering  the  river  from  Pincher  Creek  to  Kipp  were  flooded.  An  ice  jaa 
took  place  just  ahove  Kipp ;  the  water  rose  and  flcoded  the  stopping-place,  kept  by 
W.  H.  Long,  on  the  ea-t  side  of  the  river,  and  distant  from  the  river  some  90  or  100 
yards,  the  water  entering  Long's  house,  and  rising  therein  to  a  heighth  of  nearly  6 
feet.  Masses  of  ice,  weighing  3  and  4  tonS|  were  thrown  up  on  the  bank  on  either 
aide.  Two  telegraph  poles  on  the  west,  and  one  on 'the  east  bank  were  swept  away 
and  the  wire  broken.  For  some  days  the  river  was  so  bad  that  it  was  impofsibie  to 
cross  it  even  in  a  boat,  so  that  both  mail  and  telegraphic  communication  waa  sus- 
pended. After  a  few  days  Constable  Farois,  the  telegraph  operator  here,  plaokily 
orossed  the  river  in  a  canvas  boat,  and,  having  taken  with  him  a  telegraph  inatm* 
ment,  opened  communication  with  Lethbridge,  and  got  messages  through  to  Macleod 
by  calliog  or  repeating  them  to  a'^constable  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

In  the  meantime  the  Poigan  Detachment  was  entirely  out  off  by  the  same  riveri 
I  ooold  not  communicate  with  Pincher  Greek  owing  to  the  state  of  that  streaoi,  nor 
could  I  with  the  St.  Mary*s  Detachment,  their  post  being  badly  flooded.  The  Stand 
Off  Detachment  was  in  the  same  condition,  the  Kootenay  being  too  high  to  cross,  nor 
could  I  communicate  wjth  the  party  stationed  at  the  Leavings  on  the  Calgary  trail, 
as  Willow  Creek  was,  if  anything,  worse  than  the  Old  Man's  Biver. 

On  the  20th  April  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  arrived  and  on  the  22nd 
proceeded  to  the  Blood  Beserve  returning  the  same  day,  and  on  the  23rd,  visited  the 
Feigan  Beserve,  leaving  for  Calgary  on  the  25th.  His  Honor  waa  furnished  with 
escort  and  transport  during  his  slay  in  this  district. 

On  the  27  th  April,  information  having  been  received  that  a  party  of  Police  under 
Staff-Sergeant  Spicer  of  ^*  A  "  Division,  had  been  fired  on,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Cypress  Uils,  thirty  men,  under  command  of  the  late  SergeantMajor  Lake,  were  at 
once  ordered  to  move  from  Lethbridge  East  with  orders  to  arrest  any  Indians  that 
they  found  in  that  vicinity.    The  Outposts  were  notified,  as  also  the  Indian  Agents. 

On  the  29 tn  Apni,  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Lethbridge  reported  that  a  party 
of  freighters  had  been  fired  on  by  Indians  near  Kipp*s  Coulie.    Inspector  Sandwa 
'was  immediately  sent  out  with  12  men,  but  failed  to  mi^e  any  arrests,  and,  firoin 
what  I  have  since  heard,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  freighters*  story  waa  void  of, 
truth. 

The  Stand  Off  Detachment,  during  the  month  of  April|  recovered  seven  horsift  ^ 
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which  had  been  etolen  some  moDths  previoasly  from  a  ICr.  Spenoer^  of  San  Biyer^ 
Montana,  the  Indians  sarronderimg  them  withoat  demur. 

On  the  3rd  May,  a  draft,  ooneisting  of  one  Sergeant,  one  Corporal,  eighteen 
Constables,  and  eighteen  horses,  arrived  here  from  Begina.  Ten  of  the  men  wera 
afterwards,  by  your  order,  sent  to  "  D  "  Division  at  Lethbridge. 

On  the  6th  May,  having  ascertained  the  nanies  of  some  Indians  suspeoted  of 
having  been  jn  the  pariy  which  fired  on  Staff-Sergeant  Spicer,  Inspector  Sanders, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Bolpb,  and  thirty  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  were  seat 
to  search  the  Blood  Beserve,  and  endeavour  to  arrest  the  suspected  persons ;  they  - 
were,  however,  unsuccessful. 

On  the  9th  May,  Inspector  Sanders  was  placed  in  command  of  fifteen  mounted 
men  with  necessary  transport,  with  orders  to  keep  patrolling  south  of  the  Blood 
Saserve  in  order  to  intercept  any  small  parties  of  Indians  leaving  their  Beserve  for 
Montana  without  the  written  permission  of  their  Agent.  This  officer  performed  the 
-daty  entrusted  to  him  most  sealously  as  did  also  Inspector  Chalmers  who  relieved 
him  in  July. 

On  the  13th  May,  Inspector  Sanders  with  a  party  of  "  H "  Division  very  • 
devcrly  captured  two  Blood  Indians,  viz.,  *'  The  Dog  "  and  ''  Big  Bib,"  who  weae  . 
supposed  to  be  of  the  party  which  fired  upon  Staff  Sergeant  Spicer.  That  charge,  how- 
ever, fell  through,  but  on  the  17th  May  they  wore  each  sentenced  to  five  years  penal 
86rvitnde  for  stealing  horses,  the  property  oi  one  Bobert  Watson  ot  Medicine  Haft» 
tvo  of  the  three  horses  stolen  being  recovered  by  the  Police  and  handed  to  Watson. 
is  already  reported  to  you,  the  convicts  were  handed  over  to  the  sheriff  <m  the 
morning  of  the  18th  May,  and  escaped  from  his  custody  on  the  morning  of  the  20Ui, 
aod  although  every  effort  was  made  to  re-capture  them,  they  succeeded  in  getdns 
across  the  Una 

On  the  26(h  May  my  command  was  reinforced  by  Inspector  Wattam  and  thirtj- 
three  men  of  ''B  "  Division,  who  remained  in  this  district  and  took  part  in  the  scoel- 
iog  and  patrolling  until  July* 

On  the  2'7th  May,  owing  to  the  very  high  water  in  the  Old  Man*s  River,  en 
accident  occurred  at  Kipp,  which  caused  the  death  of  two  horses  of '*  D"  Division 
-and  very  nearly  caused  the  death  of  four  others  and  three  Coostabios.  The  disaster 
eocared  owing  to  the  breakingof  the  wheel  of  the  ferry-boat,  aod  but  for  the  courage- 
ous action  of  a  Mr.  McNab  and  Constable  W«  H.  Sooles  of  <*  EL "  Division,  assisted 
by  Constable  Iiendrum,  now  of  *'  D,"  four  other  horses  on  the  boat  would  have  been 
lost 

On  the  28th  May,  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  accompanied  l>  v  yoarself^ 
arrived  here,  aud  on  the  next  day  held  a  council  with  the  Ohiefs  of  the  Bio  li  tribd. 
at  which  it  was  arranged  that  Inspector  Sanders,  with  a  small  b^dy  of  Polu^o,  shouKd 
accompany  Mr.  Pocklington,  Indian  Agent,  and  Ohief  Rod  Grow  to  Fjrc  A.HstQi- 
boine,  Montana,  U.  S.,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  a  nnmbor  of  horses  stolen  from 
the  Bloods  by  the  Assiniboine  Indians.  As  you  are  aware,  the  visit  was  eminently 
successful,  resulting  not  only  in  the  recovery  of  Bed  Orow*s  horses  but  also  in^the 
making  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Bloods,  Assiniboines  and  Gros  Ventrea^ 
The  making  of  the  treaty  has  undoubtedly  been  productive  of  good ;  horse  steidiag 
between  the  Bloods  and  the  southern  Indians  appearing  to  have  ceased  entirely. 

On  the  2nd  June,  '<  K  "  Division,  consisting  of  65  officers  and  men  and  50  horses^ 
arrived  on  the  north  side  of  the  Old  Man's  Biver  from  Battleford. 

On  the  7th  June,  •'  K  "  Division  left  for  Lethbridge  to  relieve  "  D,  **  which  wa» 
under  orders  for  the  Kootenay  District. 

On  the  9th  June  the  detachment  of  E  "  under  Inspector  Wattam,  was  moved  . 
^  the  vicinity  of  the  Blood  Agency  and  patrolled  the  Blood  Boserve  night  and  day» 

On  the  1  tth  June,  50  men  of  D  "  Division  moved  out  of  Lethbridge  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Swifc  Carreut  oq  special  service ;  Inspector  Howe,  who  was  commaacUng 
^'E  **  in  the  abienoe  on  leave  of  Superintendent  MaoDonell,  taking  over  the  barrabka^ 
'Stores,  &e» 
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On  tho  12th  Jane,  two  liorses,  the  property  of  one  George  Oann,  of  Bed  Dear, 
irere  recovered  and  handed  ov^r. 

On  the  18th  Jnne  the  Deputy  Minister  of  the  Interior  arrived  here  and  kft. 
next  day  for  the  Cochrane  Banohe,  from  which  place   he  proceeded  to  Finoher 
Creek,  and  after  visiting  several  ranches  left  for  Oalgary. 

On  the  29th  Jane  Chief  Bed  Grow  came  here  with  a  namber  of  minor  ohiefii  to 
QJBcially  thank  the  police  for  the  action  they  had  taken  in  recovering  hisjiorses.  He 
bronght  with  him  a  Blood  named  *<  Star  Child/'  whom  he  snrrendmKl  and  charged 
with  bringing  stolen  horses  into  Canada,  at  the  same  time  handing  over  three 
ponies,  said  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Assiniboines.  This  Indian,  mer  being  in 
the  ir^ard  room  for  a  few  days,  was  released  by  order  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Jnstiee 
Maoleod,  as  beyond  his  own  confession  there  was  no  evidence  a^rainst  him.    The 

fi>nies»  a  description  of  which  was  sent  to  the  officer  commanding  Fort  Assiniboine* 
ontana,  are  still  in  possession  of  the  police.  Another  Blood  Indian,  "  The  Heel," 
also  sarrendered  to  answer  a  charge  of  having  drawn  a  knife  on  a  constable  ot**D^ 
Division,  bat,  owinpr  to  the  departure  of  '*  0  "  Division  to  British  Oolombia,  the 
evidence  conld  not  be  prodoced,  '*  The  Heel"  was  released  after  a  few  days,  con- 
finement. 

On  the  5th  Jaly,  having  heard  that  W  miners  were  to  arrive  at  Lethbridge  to- 
work  in  the  (HM  mine,  and  from  information  previonsly  received  anticipating  eone 
tronble,  I  proceeded  to  that  place,  and,  as  reported  to  yon,  on  the  12th  July  foond^  • 
necessary  to  concentrate  all  the  men  I  conld  for  the  protection  of  the  Nortli- 
Westem  Goal  and  Navigation  Company's  property,  which  was  gnarded  byna  for 
aeveral  days  dnrinic  a  strike  which  terminated  peaceftlly« 

On  the  15t&'^Ja1y  Inspector  Wattam  and  the  detachment  of  <<  B  "  left  Lethbridge 
idr  Calgary. 

On  the  5th  September  I  lett  the  post  at  2  p.m.,  with  two  officers  and  fifty-five 
aen  for  the  Blackfoot  Crossing,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  10  p.m.  of  the  Mi 
September  and  reported  to  the  iusistant  Commissioner,  co-operating  with  that  officer 
ill  a  search  for  a  Bla6kfoot  Indian  named  **  Deerfoot ."  who  had  esca^  from  custody 
m'few  days  before.  The  search  being  ansaccessfm,  I  returned  with  my  party  to 
Madeod,  arriving  h^re  on  the  9tlu 

Otk  the  night  of  the  1  Uh  September,  Sergeant  Williams,  of  <<  H,**  with  three  men 
«ame  npon  "  Big  Bib  "  ene  of  the  Indians  who  escaped  from  the  Sheriff  on  the  20di 
If  ay  last,  and  who  in  company  with  ten  others  was  in  the  bosh  on  the  Blood  Beserve. 

SerfiTcant  Williams  succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  *<  Big  Kib,"  but  was  overpowered 
by  the  others,  who  rescued  the  prisoaer.  One  of  them,  "  Bagle  Bib,"  has  sinoe  beea 
iipprisoned  with  hard  labor  for  three  months  for  obstructing  bergeant  WiUiama. 

On  the  28th  September  I  proceeded  to  the  Eootenay  Lake  to  enquire  into  a 
complaint  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Charles  Miller,  that  his  house  had  been 
broken  into  and  robbed  by  Kootenay  Indiansi 

On  investigation  I  found  that  the  only  thing  stolen  fh)m  Mr.  Miller  was  a  loaf 
of  bread,  and  that  his  bonse  was  not  broken  into,  as  he  had  gone  out  and  left  the 
door  unlocked,  and  the  Indian  who  took  the  bread  quietly  walked  in  and  helped 
bimself. 

On  the  29th  October,  a  prairie  fire  was  observed  burning  veiy  fiero^  to  the 
0ooth-west,  and  a  party,  under  Sergeant  Hetherington,  was  immediately  sent  out  to 
endeavour  to  extinguish  it.  After  fighting  it  for  six  hours  in  the  nice  of  a  very 
strong  wind  Sergeant  Hetherington  and  his  men  succeeded  in  driving  the  fire  into  the 
Kootenay  Biver  while  Inspector  Chalmers,  who  had  taken  out  another  party  on 
the  Stand  Off  l^rail,  cut  it  off  near  the  Agency  Crossing.  Some  portion  of  the  fire 
mustthowev/er,  have  retnained  smouldering  in  the  timber  in  the  Eootenay  bottom,  for, 
on  the  evening  of  the  31st  Octobel*,  uhder  the  infiuence  of  a  strong  south-westerly 
wind  it  started  afresh  and  appeared  to  be  very  rapidly  approaching  Madeod.  Every 
avaiUble  man  was  mounted.  Ail  the  horse-blankets  were  made  Wet  and  placed  in  a 
waggon  and  accompanied  by  a  large  contingent  of  merchants  and  others  from  the- 
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town,  we  proceeded  to  the  fire  and  extending  for  some  miles  succeeded  in  putting  it 
cot  completely. 

This  fire  was  started  by  a  shooting  party  near  Pinoher  Creek  and  was  observed 
by  the  officer  commanding  the  detachment  there  stationed,  who  sent  out  all  his  men 
to  act  in  conjnction  with  Uie  settlers  to  put  oat  the  fire,  and  also  to  apprehend  the 
person  who  caused  it.  In  the  meantime  the  party  which  had  let  it  go  drove  into  the 
village,  and  one  of  them  laid  information  before  Captain  Soobie,  J.  P.,  against  their  > 
cook  who,  the  eame  evening,  was  arrainged  ;  he  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fined  $50. 
!Die  fire  destroyed  the  srass  on  a  range  some  68  miles  lon||^,  and  in  some  places,  15 
miles  wide,  and,  but  lor  the  vigorous  action  of  the  police,  ably  seconded  by  the 
settlers  and  ranchmen,  would  have  caused  incalculable  damage  had  it  gone  any 
fctrtber  east,  as  the  valuable  farms  and  buildings  in  the  '*  slide  out  *'  and  other  bottoms . 
leading  to  the  Belly  Biver  would  certainly  have  been  destroyed. 

lining  this  month,  the  outposts  of  '*  H  ^  and  **K  "  Divisions  were  inspected  by 
the  Aaeifitant  Commissioner. 

On  the  5th  November,  the  Deputy  Superintendent^sleneral  of  Indian  AfGairs 
a^yed  firom  Lethbridge,  and  went  on  to  the  Peigan  Beeerve,  returning  to  Leth- 
bridge  the  next  day,  beiog  furnished  by  us  with  transport 

On  the  Tih  November,  having  been  informed  that  several  Blcod  Indians,  camped 
at  the  Lower  Agency,  had  whiskey  in  their  possession,  and  that  one  of  their  minor 
chiefs,  *^  Calf  Shirt,"  had  brought  it  in  from  Montana^  and  had  stated  to  his  band 
that  if  the  Police  came  to  arrest  him,  he  would  defy  them ;  and  at  the  same  time 
being  informed,  that  an  Indian  named  *<  Good  Bider  "  w)io  had  for  sometime  been 
mspected  of  killing  cattle,  had  killed  an  aninoial  on  the  Cochrane  Banche  on  the  4th ^ 
Ifovember,  evidence  of  whichwas  obtainable,  I  determined  to  arrest  both  ''Calf 
Shirt "  and  «  Good  Bider." 

I  wired  Superintendent  Macdonell  to  send  an  officer  and  twenty  men  to  meet  me 
at  Stand  Off  at  6  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  Qth,  and  myself  left  here  with  a  like 
iramber  shortly  after  midnight  of  the  7th. 

Inspector  Howe,  with  the  detachment  from  *'K,"  met  me  at  Stand  Off  exactly 
at  6  a.m.  and  we  then  proceeded  to  the  Lower  Agency,  where  "  Calf  Shirt "  and  five- 
other  Indians  who  were  required  as  witnesses  to  testify  as  to  <<  CUf  Shirt's  "  posses-  ^ 
sion  of  the  whiskey  were  arrested.    We  then  proceeded  to  the  '*  Upper  Uamp,'' 
where  we  arrested  ''Grood  Bider." 

''  Calf  Shirt "  was  sentenced  to  one  month's  liard  labor  for  having  liquor  in  his 
ponession,  and '<  Good  Bider,"  having  nleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of  cattle-killing, 
was  senteoced  by  the  Honorable  Mr.  Jostice  Madeod  to  imprisonment  with  hard' 
labor  for  one  year. 

These  arrests  have  had  a  very  good  effect  oh  the  Bloods,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
any  of  them  will  talk  of  defying  the  police  for  some  time  to  come.  The  escape  of 
''Ibe  Dog"  and  <<Big  Bib"  from  the  Sheriff  and  the  subsequent  rescue  of  the  latter 
from  Sergt.  Williams  led  the  young  men  of  the  tribe  to  believe  that  they  could,  to 
luea  Western  expression,  *'  get  away  "  with  the  Police ;  but  the  sudden  descent  upon 
the  camp  of  '<  Calf  Shirt,"  who  is  their  war  chief,  and  his  arrest,  followed  up  as  it  was 
by  the  capture  within  an  hour,  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  of '' Gtood  Bider,"  has,  I 
think,  caused  them  to  change  their  minds. 

OUTPOSTS. 

During  the  past  summer  reserves  have  been  surveyed  and  staked  out  at  Stand 
Off,  on  the  ground  now  occupied ;  at  St.  Mary's,  opposite  the  present  location.  A 
reserve  for  the  Kootenay  Detachment  was  selected  in  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Belly  Biver, 
^ut  15  miles  west  of  the  Cochrane  Banche.  A  quarter  section  for  the  Peigan 
Detaobment  has  been  reserved  on  the  north  side  of  the  Peigan  Beserve.  At  Pincher 
Qreek  the  quarter  section  on  which  the  Police  buildings  are  situated  is  reserved  \^ 
aIbo  a  quarter  section  at  the  mouth  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass. 

.    Ths  surveys  were  made  by  Mr.  Miles,  D.U3.,  and  maps  showing  the  differenti 
locations  have  been  already  forwarded  to  you. 
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Frame  bnildins^s  and  stables  sboald  be  erected  at  Stand  Off,  St.  Mary's,  Peigaa 
Be^erve  and  Big  Bend,  tbe  buildings  now  in  oocapation  at  the  three  first  named 
places  being  simply  log  shacks  with  mad  roofs  which  expose  the  men  to  much 
discomfort  daring  wet  weather,  and  are  besides  nnhealthy  and  ansafe  to  store  provi- 
sions and  forage  in.  The  baildings  at  Pincher  Greek  are  in  fair  order.  Those  at  the 
**  Crow's  Nest "  were  put  ap  this  sammer  by  the  detachment,  and  are  built  of  logs, 
with  the  usual  mud  roof ;  they  are  very  well  built,  and,  if  shingled  early  In  ike 
spring,  will  be  very  comfortable. 

Stations  should  also  be  built  for  the  detachments  from  Lethbridge  at  Kipp^s 
Conine,  Milk  Biver  Bidge,  Writing  on  the  Stones  Coulee,  Pen  d'Oreille  Conl^,  asd 
at  some  point  to  be  selected  midway  between  the  latter  place  and  the  western  detach- 
ment of  "  A  "  Division,  the  distance  between  the  two  places  (60  miles)  being  too  mat. 
B^  your  direction  a  quantity  of  hay  has  been  distributed  in  stacks  between  Xjotli- 
bridge  and  Pen-d*Oreille,  so  that,  should  occasion  demand,  the  patrol,  which  was 
withdrawn  when  the  winter  set  in,  can  move. 

In  order  to  keep  up  communications  with  Lethbridfi^  and  to  better  watoh  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Blood  Eeserve,  a  detachment  of  "  K  "  Division  has  been  eetabliahed 
at  Eipp,  midway  between  here  and  Lethbndge.  Hen  from  this  detachment  patrd 
to  Stand  Off  and  old  Fort  Hamilton  (Whoopup). 

BUILDINOS. 

The  buildings  at  Lethbrid^  are  being  plastered,  painted  and  added  to  ander 
the  sapervision  of  Hr.B.  0.  Kenway,  ofthe  Public  Works  Department  Anew 
stable  and  an  addition  to  the  Quartermaster's  stores  have  been  built,  bat  a 
hospital,  orderly  office,  and  a  recreation  room,  as  also  a  fence  around  the  barrackii 
are  much  needed. 

At  Macleod,  brick  chimneys  have  been  constructed  in  nearly  all  the  buildinga^ 
save  the  officers'  quarters,  thus  materially  lessening  the  danger  from  fire. 

As  previously  reported,  all  the  buildings  at  this  post  require  clapboarding,  and 
I  oannot  too  strongly  recommend  that  the  wire  fence  now  surrounding  the  barnoks 
be  removed  and  a  picket  fence  substituted  therefor. 


The  arms  are  in  serviceable  order  in  both  '<  H  "  and  "  K  "  Divisions. 

TARaiT  PRAOTIOI. 

The  annual  practice  is  not  yet  completed,  owing  to  the  number  of  men  on 
detachment  from  both  Divisions  and  the  prevalence  of  extremely  high  winds  throng* 

oat  the  district. 

FIBl   PBOTKOTION. 

Tanks  are  much  required  at  this  post  and  Lethbridge.  The  fire  engine  sent  hare 
by  the  Public  Works  Department  is  a  very  good  one,  but  the  suction  hose  being 
only  fourteen  feet  in  length  it  cannot  be  used  with  the  welL 

HOBSIS. 

The  horses  of  both  divisions  are  in  very  good  order  considering  the  heavy  work 
that  they  have  had  to  perform  on  patrol  during  the  past  year.  I  have  not  yet 
received  a  mileage  return  from  Lethbridge,  but  that  of  <<H  "  Division  shows  that  the 
106  horses  in  that  division  have  travelled  85,739  miles  since  1st  December  last. 
Forty-six  are  on  herd  at  Pincher  Creek  and  are  doing  very  well ;  they  are  brooglift 
np  daily  and  fed  a  few  oats. 
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AHMUlflTION   WAGGONS. 

Those  have  not  yet  been  forniBhed. 

INDIAN  FOLICB. 

The  Indians  engaged  by  yoar  order  on  the  Ist  Jane  last  as  special  constables 
worked  fairly  well,  being  able  to  assist  as  in  many  ways  in  recovering  horBes  acd^ 
giving  information  as  to  movements  on  the  reserves.  At  the  present  time  I  have 
only  two  employ ed«  the  others  preferring  to  be  idle  throng  h  the  winter  on  acooant 
of  the  poorness  of  their  horses. 

ASSISTANCl   BINDIRSD  TO  CUSTOMS'  OfFIOIB. 

The  detachments  of  *'  H  "  and  ^'  K  *'  Divisions,  acting  ander  instraotion  from  the 
local  easterns  officers,  made  several  seizares  daring  the  past  year,  and  the  detachment 
at  St.  Mary's  especially  has  intercepted  many  parties  bringing  in  horses  and  cattle 
from  Montana  and  escorted  them  to  the  collector  of  Castoms  here. 

MORMON  SITTLBRS. 

Since  Jane  last  between  20  and  30  families  of  Mormons  have  settled  apon<  Lee's 
Creek,  aboat  50  miles  soath-west  of  here.  They  have  so  far  conformed  to  oar  laws 
and  appear  to  be  a  very  pashing  and  indastrioas  people. 

IQUIPMINT. 

Namnahs  are  nrgently  reqaired  for  both  divisions.  All  other  stores  to  completo 
or  replace  are  estimated  for. 

I  enolose  herewith  the  annaal  sick  report  for  this  post  and  Lethbridge^  and  also- 
forward  Saperintendent  Macdonell's  annaal  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yoar  obedient  servant, 

P.  R  NBALB, 
Superintendent^  Commanding  Macleod  District. 
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APPENDIX   F. 

annual:  BBPORT^OP  SQPERINTBNDfiNT  STEELE. 

KooTiNAT,  B«0.,  1st  Deoember,  18S7. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  this  my  report  for  the  year  ending  30& 
November,  1887. 

The  divUion  was  stationed  in  the  Macleod  District  until  12th  Jane,  the  distriet 
being  under  the  command  of  Supt  Neale. 

The  headquarters  of  *'  D  "  Division  were  at  Haoleod  until  the  7th  January,  when 
they  were  transferred  to  Lethbridge,  which  is  situated  in  the  eastern  half  of  the 
district. 

The  strenis^th  of  the  division  at  that  time  was  4  officers,  15  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  86  constables,  distributed  as  follows: — 

At  Macleod,  2  officers,  8  non-commissiooed  officers,  and  48  constables. 

At  Lethbridge,  2  officers,  7  non  commissioned  officers,  and  38  constables. 

I  took  over  immediate  command  of  the  Lethbridge  post  on  the  8th  Janoary. 
It  was  reinforced  from  time  to  time  from  the  detachment  at  Macleod,  until  sht 
whole  of  the  division  had  left  Macleod. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  the  division  was  employed  in  the  usual  routine 
and  other  police  duties,  such  as  patrolling,  recovering  stolen  stock,  &o.  A  patrol  wag 
kept  in  the  town  of  Lethbridge  both  night  and  day. 

The  opening  of  spring,  when  donbtfal  characters  and  restless  Indians  could 
roam  the  plains,  necessitated  constant  watchfulness  and  a  great  daai  of  kftrd  riding. 
The  men  were  frequently  called  upon  to  ride  very  long  distances,  the  work  being  of 
such  a  severe  nature,  that  the  horses  required  very  great  attention  to  keep  them  in 
a  condition  for  a  contuiosnce  of  the  work. 

Every  complaint  made  by  settlers  or  others  was  attended  to  forthwith.  Ameri- 
oam  were  constantly  obliged  to  obtain  police  aid  to  recover  stolen  stock,  and  every 
one  who  ajpplied  received  assistance,  and  in  all  cases  they  went  away  quite  satisfied 
with  the  promptness  with  which  the  police  performed  the  duty. 

On  the  «Oth  May,  I  received  orders  by  telegraph  to  hold  mjrself  in  readiness  to 
proceed  to  British  Oolumbia,  with  2  officers,  and  75  non-com.  officers  and  constaUeSi 
and  to  relieve  the  furthest  outposts  to  save  time. 

I  selected  the  men  for  British  Columbia,  and  sent  out  the,re1ief  to  Pen  d'oreille 
Coulee  and  Writing  Stone,  leaving  the  other  detachments  until  the  arrival  of  K  " 
Division,  which  was  shortly  to  relieve  me. 

On  the  8th  June,  Inspector  Huot  reported  for  daty  with  the  division,  and  on 
the  9th  '*  E  "  Division,  under  the  command,  temporarily,  of  Inspector  Howe,  arrived 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Belly  Biver,  and  commenced  to  cross.  Later  on  I  received 
a  telegram  orderiufi^  me  to  send  60  men  to  Calgary  by  rail.  As  ''  £  "  Division  was 
then  crossing,  and  their  horses  just  come  from  a  long  trip,  I  sent  forty  men, 
mounted,  belonging  to  "  D  "  Division,  and  ten  of  "  K  "  Division  across  the  river,  and 
to  save  time  took  7  '<  K  "  Division  waggons,  which  had  not  yet  crossed,  with  pioked 
teams  from  both  divisions,  as  transport  for  the  ammunition,  rations,  and  kits  <tf  the 
party. 

Inspector  Howe,  in  accordance  with  your  instruction  was  placed  in  oonunaod. 

Inspector  Wilson  to  join  him  en  route  as  he  passed  Kipp.    Subsequently  orders  were 

received  for  me  to  take  command  and  leave  Inspector  Howe  in  command  at  Letk> 

bridge,  but  just  as  I  had  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  c»rder,  it  became  necessary  to 

'  direct  me  to  re-eroas  ike  river  with  the  party,  and  nuoeh  to  Medicine  Hat  by  trmiL 
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I  moved  the  party  down  ta  the  bank  of  the  river,  but  it  had  becomo.too  dark  tacroqa 
that  Dight,  as  the  river  was  mnniDg  with  a  carrent  of  at  least  6  miles  an  honr  ai^ 
very  deep. 

The  earrent  was  so  strong  that  a  new  good  wire  cable  which  was  osed  for  tk». 
ferry  boat  had  been  broken  a  few  day  before  and  the  boat  swept  away. 

On  the  same  afternoon,  Inspector  Bradley  had  by  my  orders  gone  ont  to  relieve 
the  outposts  on  Milk  JRiver  Bidge  and  Kipp's  Coulee,  reinforce  the  posts  at  Pen  d*oreilIe 
Conine  an4  Writing  Stone,  and  take  charge  at  Pen  d'oreiile  Conine  until  farther 
orders.  Inspector  Likely  to  take  charge  of  the  whole  of  the  posts,  and  locate  himself 
on  Milk  Biver  Eidge^ 

My  party  re-crossed  the  river  on  the  next  day,  and  entrained  at  8  30,  whick 
ooDsideriDgthe  •river,  was  as  good  work  of  the  kind  as  %  have  seen  in  the  west. 
Inspector  Wood  and  Hoot  were  in  charge  of  the  party  while  crossing,  as  thero  were 
nameroQS  duties  which  kept  me  hard  at  work  in  the  post  until  they  were  across. 

The  party  left  at  10  p.  m.  the  time  agreed  upon,  but  before  going  the  whole  of 
the  citizens  came  to  see  us  off,  and  presented  the  division  with  an  address  which 
alluded  to  the  satisfactory  relations  which  existed  between  the  citizens  and  the  Polioe, 
and  the  thorough  manner  in  which  the  Police  duties  had  been  performed. 

The  party  arrived  at  Swift  Ourrent  on  the  13th  June,  and  went  into  camp.  Ott 
the  14th  I  reported  to  you  at  the  train,  and  received  my  instructions,  all  of  whieh 
were  carried  out,  and  a  report  of  the  circumstances  made  to  headquarters. 

A  detachment  of  **  C  *'  Division  under  Sergeant  Alexander  was  stationed  at  Swifl 
Current,  waiting  for  some  recruits  for  fiattleford,  and  were  attached  to  <'  D  **  Divisi<m 
daring  their  stay. 

On  the  16th  as  arranged  Sergeant  Sinclair  and  8  constable^*,  with  10  saddle 
horses,  arrived  from  Lethbridsre,  and  were  taken  on  the  strength. 

On  the  21st  at  6  p.m.  I  received  orders  from  you  by  wire  to  report  at  Eegina,  I 
took  the  train  at  once  and  arrived  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  22nd.  I  remained  at  Begina  on 
duty  until  the  24th  when  I  left  for  Swift  Current,  and  immediately  wired  Inspector 
Wood  to  send  on  all  the  men  require!  to  make  our  strength  up  to  75,  as  ftir  as  Dun- 
more,  to  wait  our  arrival  there,  and  to  come  on  himself,  if  he  had  completed  the 
work  of  handing  over  the  Division  Stores  as  ordered,  but  if  not  to  follow  as  soon  as 


I  obtained  a  special  as  soon  as  possible,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cars,  I  coul^ 
not  leave  until  Sunday  the  26th  at  1  p.  m.  The  detachment  from  Lothbridge  joined 
at  Dun  more  as  ordered. 

The  train  stopped  at  Galgary  until  the  horses  were  fed,  and  the  men  had  dinner. 

Three  remounts  were  taken  on  here  from ''  E  "  Division  and  I  transferred  to  *'  B^** 
as  per  your  orders  horses  Nos.  663, 1286,  1B22. 

The  Division  arrived  at  Gtolden,  British  Columbia,  at  10.30  a.  m.  on  the  28th  and 
went  into  camp  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Kicking  Horse  Biver,  the  camp  being  con- 
nected with  town  by  a  wooden  bridge. 

On  the  following  day  you  arrived  and  the  diviEion  was  inspected  dismounted. 

Inspector  Wood  and  the  late  Sergeant  Major  Lake  arrived,  having  complete^ 
handing  over  the  stores  at  Lethbridge  to  the  officer  commanding  **  K  "  Division. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen  arrived  on  the  2nd  July  to  take  medical  charge  of  Uie 
division. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner,  who  had  been  in  the  Kootenay  district,  arrived  on 
the  steamer  <'  Duchess  '*  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  with  Dr.  Powell,  sen ,  and  A.  W. 
Yowell,  Esq.,  and  directed  me  to  start  for  Kootenay  on  the  following  morning.  Tbe 
steamer  was  loaded  during  the  day,  and  a  counter  order  received  directing  me  U^ 
remain  at  Golden  until  further  orders,  I  caused  the  ammunition  to  be  unloaded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  at  an  early  hour,  the  Division  Sergeant  .Major  Lake 
shot  himself  in  his  tent  while  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  neuralgia. 

The  steamer  started  for  Columbia  Lakes  and  it  was  reported  to  me  that  she  wat 
not  properly  trimmed,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  bilge  water  wUch  should  have  been 
pumped  up  before  leaving.    I  was  informed  shortly  efberwarda  that  ahekad  oapBUBO^ 
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So  far  as  I  haye  observed  skioe  mj  return  to  Begina  the  oondact  of  the  men  has 
been  good.  Ifow  that  they  are  installed  in  the  new  barrack  baildings  they  are 
comfortable  enough^  the  rooms,  however,  though  well  warmed,  are  ill  ventilated. 

HOBSIS. 

The  horses  oall  for  no  special  remark,  64  remounts  have  been  taken  oo  the 
strength  of  the  division,  and  24  have  been  transferred  from  other  Divisions ;  the 
losses  for  the  same  period,  viz.,  from  1st  January,  to  28th  December,  bein^  7  cast, 
and  sold,.?  dead,  ana  32  transferred  to  other  divisions,  the  average  strength  of  the 
division  in  horses  is  129. 

A  board  of  officers  has  reported  from  time  to  time  upon  the  quality  and  fitoes^ 
for  service  of  tnmsport,  harness,  clothing,  &c.,  as  received  from  the  contractors  and^ 
as  a  rule,  prior  to  issue  from  the  Quartermaster*  store. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  swvant, 

R  BUBTON  DB  ANE.  ^^ 
Si^^ntendetU  etmmanding  Dq^ot  Dipimn^ 
And  Hiadquartera  Distmet. 
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APPENDIX   E. 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  SUPBKINTBNDBNT  P.  B.  NS^lLB,  1887. 

Maoliod,  30th  November,  1859. 

Sib, — I  haye  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  past  12  months. 

The  district  under  my  command  is  very  quiet  and  very  free  from  crime.  The 
Blood  and  Peigan  Indians  are  contentedly  staying  on  their  reserves,  and  there  is  not 
even  the  annual  rumour  of  an  uprising  in  the  sprine. 

The  frontier  patroL  extending  from  the  flrow's  It'est  Pass  to  the  Gypress  Hills,  a 
distaoce,  fay,  trail  travelled,  of  292  miles,  has  worked  very  successfully  throughout 
the  season  has  tended  to  keep  the  Indians  on  their  reserves,  and  has  in  a  great 
MMamre  put  a  stop  to  the  passage  of  parties  of  Indians  on  Iiorde-stealing  expeditions, 
which,  before  its  establishment,  were  so  often  complained  of. 

The  patrol  by  its  constant  movements  has  also  been  of  great  benefit  to  the 
ranchmen  between  Mosquito  Creek  and  the  boundary  line,  only  one  case  of  cattle 
UUiiig  (the  perpetrator  of  which  waa  apprehraided  and  punished)  having  been 
reported.  The  system  inaogurated  by  me,  with  your  consent,  of  making  the  patrol 
men  call  at  every  ranehe  ontheir  line-of^march  to  ask  if  there  are  any  complaints,. 
htm  also  given  great  satisfiwtion  to  settlers. 

In  addition  to  the  frontier  detachments,  during  the  summer  season  a  small  party 
was  stationed  at  the  Leavings  of  Willow  Creek,  and  connecting  with  a  party  oi  <<  fi ''^ 
Division  at  High  Biver,  kept  up  oommanication  with  Calgary,  and  scouted  through 
the  Porcupine  Hills  to  the  north  of  the  Peigan  ^  Beserve.  Another  small  party 
stationed  at  the  Peigan  Beserve  Post  scouted  throogh  the  reserve  and  thence  in  a 
westerly  direction  to  Pincher  Creek,  watching  and  reporting  the  movements  of  th» 
Peigans  and  calling  upon  the  settlers  in  the  Porcupines. 

The  Indians  on  the  Blood  Beserve  are  watched  by  the  Stand  Off,  Eootenay,  and 
St.  Mary's  Detachments,  the  men  of  which  in  addition  to  their  patrol  work  on  th» 
frontier  are  constantly  riding  on  and  about  the  reserve  and  noting  and  reporting  the* 
movements  of  its  occupants. 

The^first  matter  of  interest  which  occurred* after  my  last  annual  report  waa that 
of  the  capture  by  Corporal  W.  B»  Simmons,  of ''  H,"  of  one  Michael  Shear,  who  had 
a  quantity  of  liquor  in  his  possession.  This  man  was  sentenced  to  six  months,  hard 
labor  ill  default  of  payment  of  fine.  ^ 

Inspector  Wattam  having  arrived  here  on  the  8th  December,  1886,  proceeded  to 
put  «  D  **  and  <*  H*'  Divisions  through  a  complete  course  of  drill. 

During  Februanr  considerable  excitement  obtained  amongst  the  young  men  of 
the  Blood  nation.  They  held  several  meetings,  and  determined  to  start  south  for 
Hie  purpose  of  avenging  the  death  6t  six  of  their  tribe  who  were  killed  by  the  *'  Gros 
Yen  tree  "  in  Montana  in  September  last.  Happily  by  the  combined  efforts  of  Mr. 
Pooklington  and  myself  they  were  persuaded  to  take  no  action  until  the  authorities 
had  investigated  the  matter. 

About  the  10th  February,  ]8b7.  Sergeant  Brymner  of  '*  H,*'  then  in  charge  of 
Stand  Off  Detachment,  with  the  assistance  of  Bed  Grow,  Chief  of  Bloods,  and  Star 
Child,  a  Blood,  recovered  ten  horses,  the  property  of  one  Mr.  Granobamp,  that  had 
been  stolen  from  him  at  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills^  Montana. 

As  you  are  aware,  durine  1886,  the  Patrol  Ddtachments  oast  of  Lethbridge 
irere  stationed  about  midway  between  the  Gait  Baiiway  and  the  boundary  line— at 
dun  CouMe,  Forty  Mile  Ooulte,  and  Bull's  Head  Coulee,  llhe  water  and  feed  at  all 
these  places  being  bad,!^  with  your  approval,  moved  the  Detachments  south,  placing 
4Me  twenty-four  miles  mmHk  of  liethWidge  at  '*  £ipps  "  Oonl^ ;  one  on  '<  Milk  Bivor 
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Bidge/'  twenty -five  miles  farther  Bonth  and  a  little  east;  one  at  the  **  WritinJg  on  the 
Stones"  Coulee,  thirty  miles  east  of  the  '*Milk  Hiver  Bidge"  BetachmAnt;  and 
another  at  "Pend-d'Oreille,"  thirty-five  miles  still  further  east,  which  lattjer  party 
rode  fifty  miles  and  connected  with  a  Detachment  of  "A"  Division,  stationcftd  south- 
west of  the  heai  of  the  Cypress  Hills.  A  new  outpost  was  also  established  i  midway 
between  the  Milk  Biver  Bidge  Detachment  aud  that  on  the  St  Mary's  Bivor,  (fifty- 
^ight  miles  southwest  of  Macleod)  so  that  the  whole  frontier  from  the  baso  of  the 
Bookies  to  the  head  of  the  Cypress,  where  the  duty  was  taken  up  by  *^  A  "  iDivision, 
was  closely  watched^  \ 

On  the  22nd  February,  Mr.  Pockling'.on,  Indian  Agent  at  the  Blood  Etaserve* 
notified  me  that  one  of  his  Indians  had  murdered  his   wife  and  immediately  after- 
wards committed  suicide ;  the  non-commissioned  officer  at  Stand  Off  having  loognix 
ance  of,  and  enquired  into  the  case,  further  action  on  the  part  of  the  Folico  was 
unnecessary. 

On  the  26th  February,  a  report  reached  me,  that  '* glanders"  had  broken  out  is 
^  herd  of  horses,  the  property  of  the  Brown  Banohing  Company  on  the  St.  Mary's 
Biver.  Inspector  Sanders  and  Veterinary  Staff-Sergeant  Jackson  were  immediately 
-dispatched  to  inspect  the  herd,  and  two  horses,  were,  with  the  consent  of  the  Manager 
of  the  ranche,  destroyed. 

The  winter  of  1886-87  was  probably  the  most  severe  within  the  recoUeotion  of 
Any  white  settler  in  the  district,  for  weeks  the  snow  was  2  feet  deep  on  all  tlia 
trails,  and  the  cattle  on  the  ranges  suffered  greatly  in  oonsequence.  On  the  lltk 
March,  a  thaw  having  set  in,  the  ice  in  the  *'  Old  Man's  Biver  "  broke  op,  and  all  the 
low  lands  border  ing  the  river  Irom  Pincher  Creek  to  Kipp  were  flooded.  An  ice  jam 
took  place  just  above  Kipp ;  the  water  rose  and  flcoded  the  stopping-place,  kept  by 
W.  H.  Long,  on  the  ea^t  side  of  the  river,  and  distant  from  the  river  some  90  or  100 
yiu*ds,  the  water  entering  Long's  house,  and  rising  therein  to  a  b^ighth  of  nearly  6 
feet.  Masses  of  ioe,  weighing  3  and  4  tons,  were  thrown  up  on  the  bank  on  either 
aide.  Two  telegraph  poles  on  the  west,  and  one  on 'the  east  bank  were  swept  away 
and  the  wire  broken.  For  some  days  the  river  was  so  bad  that  it  was  impossible  to 
cross  it  even  in  a  boat,  so  that  both  mail  and  telegraphic  communication  was  sus- 
pended. After  a  iew  days  Constable  Farois,  the  telegraph  operator  hero,  plackily 
crossed  the  river  in  a  canvas  boat,  and,  having  taken  with  him  a  telegraph  inatm- 
ment,  opened  communication  with  Lethbridge,  and  got  messages  through  to  Maoleod 
by  oalliDg  or  repeating  them  to  a-^oonstable  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

In  the  meantime  the  Pcigan  Detachment  was  entirely  out  off  by  the  same  riveri 
I  ooold  not  communicate  with  PInoher  Creek  owing  to  the  state  of  that  stream,  nor 
could  I  with  the  St.  Mary*s  Detachment,  their  post  being  badly  flooded.  The  Stand 
Off  Detachment  was  in  the  same  condition,  the  £ootenay  being  too  high  to  cross,  nor 
could  I  communicate  wjth  the  party  stationed  at  the  Leavings  on  the  Calgary  trail, 
as  Willow  Creek  was,  if  anything,  worse  than  the  Old  Man's  Biver. 

On  the  20th  April  Eis  Honor  the  Lieutenant  G-overnor  arrived  and  on  the  22nd 
proceeded  to  the  Blood  Beserve  returning  the  same  day,  and  on  the  23rd,  visited  the 
reigan  Beserve,  leaving  for  Calgary  on  the  25th.  His  Honor  was  furnished  with 
escort  and  transport  during  his  slay  in  this  district. 

On  the  27th  April,  information  having  been  received  that  a  party  of  Police  under 
8taff-Sergeant  Spicer  of  ''  A  "  Division,  had  been  fired  on,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Cypress  Uils,  thirty  men,  under  command  of  the  late  Sergeant-Major  Lake,  were  at 
once  ordered  to  move  from  Lethbridge  East  with  orders  to  arrest  any  Indians  that 
they  found  in  that  vicinity.    The  Outposts  were  notified,  as  also  the  Indian  Agents. 

On  thd  29tn  Apni,  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Lethbridge  reported  that  a  par^ 
of  freighters  had  been  fired  on  by  Indians  near  Kipp*s  Coulte.  Inspector  Sandera 
was  immediately  sent  out  with  12  men,  but  failed  to  make  any  arrests,  and,  from 
what  I  have  since  heard,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  freighters'  story  was  void  of 
truth. 

The  Stand  Off  Deiachment,  during  the  month  of  April,  recovered  seven  horsea 
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which  had  been  Btolen  some  months  previoasly  from  a  Mr.  Spenoeri  of  San  Biver» 
Montana,  the  Indians  anrronderimg  them  without  demur. 

Oa  the  3rd  May,  a  draft,  ooneistiDg  of  one  Sergeant,  one  Corporal,  eighteen 
CoDstableB,  and  eighteen  horses,  arrived  here  from  JRegina.  Ten  of  the  men  wers 
afterwards,  by  your  order,  sent  to  ^^  D'*  Division  at  Lethbridge. 

On  the  6th  May,  having  ascertained  the  names  of  some  Indians  suspected  of 
having  been  jn  the  pany  which  fired  on  Staff-Sergeant  Spicer,  Inspector  Sanders^ 
Assistant  Surgeon  Kolpb,  and  thirty  non-commissioned  offtoers  and  men,  were  sent 
to  search  the  Blood  Boserve,  and  endeavour  to  arrest  the  suspected  persons ;  they  - 
were,  however,  unsuccessful. 

On  the  9th  May,  Inspector  Sanders  was  placed  in  command  of  fifteen  mounted 
mco  with  necesnary  transport,  with  orders  to  keep  patrolling  south  of  the  Blood 
Bdserve  in  order  to  intercept  any  small  parties  of  Indians  leaving  their  Beserve  for 
MoQtana  without  the  written  permission  of  their  Agent.  This  officer  performed  the 
•dftty  entrusted  to  him  most  zealously  as  did  also  Inspector  Chalmers  who  relieved 
him  in  July. 

On  the  13th  May,  Inspector  Sanders  with  a  party  of  "  H "  Division  very  • 
ddverly  captured  two  Blood  Indians,  viz.,  "  The  Dog  "  and  '^  Big  Bib,"  who  weve  . 
supposed  to  be  of  the  party  which  fired  upon  Staff  Sergeant  Spicer.  That  charge,  how- 
ever, fell  through,  but  on  the  17th  May  they  wore  each  sentenced  to  five  years  penal 
servitude  for  stealing  horses,  the  property  ot  one  Bobert  Watson  ot  Medicine  Hal» 
two  of  the  three  horses  stolen  being  recovered  by  the  Police  and  handed  to  Wataon. 
As  already  reported  to  you,  the  convicts  were  handed  over  to  the  sheriff  on  tk» 
inorDing  of  the  1 8th  May,  and  escaped  from  his  custody  on  the  morning  of  the  20th, 
aod  although  every  effort  was  made  to  re-capture  them,  they  succeeded  in  getting 
across  the  lina 

On  the  26th  May  my  command  was  reinforced  by  Inspector  Wattam  and  thirty* 
three  men  of  '<E  "  Division,  who  remained  in  this  district  and  took  part  in  the  sooat- 
ing  and  patrolling  until  July. 

On  the  27th  May,  owing  to  the  very  high  water  in  the  Old  Man's  River,  aa 
accident  occurred  at  Kipp,  which  caused  the  death  of  two  horses  of  "  D"  Divisioii 
-and  very  nearly  caused  the  death  of  four  others  and  three  Gonsiabiea.  The  dif^aster 
oocared  owing  to  the  breaking  of  the  wheel  of  the  ferry-boat,  and  but  for  the  courage- 
OQB  action  of  a  Mr.  McNab  and  Constable  W.  H.  Scoles  of  <'  R  "  Division,  assisted 
by  Constable  Lendrum,  now  of ''  D,"  four  other  horses  on  the  boat  would  have  been 
lost 

On  the  28th  May,  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  accompanied  b^  yonrseir^ 
arrived  here,  and  on  the  next  day  held  a  council  with  the  Obiefs  of  the  Bi.i  >.l  tribd, 
at  which  it  was  arranged  that  Inspector  Sanders,  with  a  small  b>dy  of  Poliio,  should 
accompany  Mr.  Pocklington,  Indian  Agent,  and  Ohief  Bad  Crow  to  Fjcc  A.-isiui- 
boine,  Montana,  U.  S.,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  a  numbor  of  horses  stolen  from 
the  Bloods  by  the  Assiniboine  Indians.  As  you  are  aware,  the  visit  was  eminently 
SQccessful,  resulting  not  only  in  the  recovery  of  Bed  Crow*s  horses  but  also  in^tho 
making  of  a  treal^  of  peace  between  the  Bloods,  Assiniboines  and  Gros  Ventres. 
The  making  of  the  treaty  has  undoubtedly  been  productive  of  good ;  horse  steiaiinjf 
between  the  Bloods  and  the  southern  Indians  appearing  to  have  ceased  entirely. 

On  the  2nd  June,  *^  K  "  Division,  consisting  of  65  officers  and  men  and  50  horses^ 
4irrived  on  the  north  side  of  the  Old  Man's  Biver  from  Battleford. 

On  the  7th  June,  '<  K  "  Divieion  left  for  Lethbridge  to  relieve  <<  D, "  which  wa> 
nnder  orders  for  the  Kootenay  District. 

On  the  9th  June  the  detachment  of  E  "  under  Inspector  Wattam,  was  moved  . 
io  the  vicinity  of  the  Blood  Agency  and  patrolled  the  Blood  Bsserve  night  and  day.. 

On  the  nth  June,  50  men  of"  D  "  Division  moved  out  of  Lethbridge  and  pro* 
ceeded  to  Swifc  Carreut  oi)  special  service ;  Inspector  Howe,  who  wa»  commaac^ng 
^*  K  "  in  the  absence  on  leave  of  Superintendent  MaoDonell,  taking  over  the  banraOks^ 
•fltoreSy  &0, 
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On  tho  12tfa  Jane,  twolior-ies,  the  property  of  one  George  Gnnn,  of  Bed  Deer^. 
^ere  recovered  and  handed  oir^r. 

On  the  18th  Jone  the  Deputy  Minister  of  the  Interior  arrived  here  and  left, 
next  day  for  the  Cochrane  Banohe,  from  which  place  he  proceeded  to  Pinoher 
Oreeky  and  after  visiting  several  ranches  left  for  Calgary. 

On  the  29th  Jane  Chief  Bed  Crow  came  here  with  a  nomher  of  minor  ehiefs  to^ 
<rfBoially  thank  the  police  for  the  action  they  had  taken  in  recovering  his  Jiorsee.  He 
kronght  with  him  a  Blood  named  *'  Star  Child/'  whom  he  surrendered  and  charged 
with  bringing  stolen  horses  into  Canada,  at  the  same  time  handing  over  three 
ponies,  said  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Assiniboines.  This  Indian^  iSter  being  in 
the  iniAi^  room  for  a  few  days,  was  released  by  order  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Jnstiee 
Haoleod,  as  beyond  his  own  confession  there  was  no  evidence  asrainst  him.    The 

B>Die8,  a  description  of  which  was  sent  to  the  officer  commanding  Fort  Aesiniboine, 
ontana,  are  still  in  possession  of  the  police.  Another  Blood  Indian,  <<  The  Heel,** 
abo  aarrendered  to  answer  a  charge  ot  having  drawn  a  knife  on  a  constable  of  ^*  D  ** 
IKvision,  but,  owinpr  to  the  departure  of  '<  D  "  Division  to  British  Oolnmbiay  the 
evidence  could  not  be  prodoced,  <*  The  Heel"  was  released  after  a  few  days,  oon- 
flnement. 

On  the  5th  July,  having  heard  that  TO  miners  were  to  arrive  at  Lethbridge  to< 
work  in  the  Gtolt  mine,  and  from  information  previously  received  anticipatini;  sone 
trouble,  I  proceeded  to  that  place,  and,  as  reported  to  you,  on  the  12th  July  foundit 
neceseary  to  concentrate  all  the  men  I  could  for  tne  protection  of  the  North- 
western Coal  and  Navi/raticn  Company's  property,  which  was  guarded  byoa  fcr 
several  days  durinii^  a  strike  which  terminated  peacefully. 

On  the  16th'' July  Inspector  Wattam  and  the  detachment  of  "  B  "  left  Lethbridge 
ior  Calgary. 

On  the  5th  September  I  left  the  post  at  2  p.m.,  with  two  officers  and  fifty-five 
men  fbr  the  Blaekfoot  Crossing,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  10  p.m.  of  the  6lh 
September  and  reported  to  the  iUsistant  GommisBioner,  co-operating  with  that  offleer 
ill  a  search  for  a  Blacikfoot  Indian  named  *'  Deerfoot,"  who  had  escaped  from  custody 
m'few  days  before.  The  search  being  unsuccessful,  I  returned  with  my  party  to 
llacleod,  arriving  h6re  on  the  9th. 

Otk  the  night  of  the  1 1th  September,  Sergeant  Williams,  of  <'  H,'*  with  three  mea 
came  upon  '<  Big  Bib  "  ene  of  the  Indians  who  escaped  from  the  Sheriff  on  the  20tli 
May  last,  and  who  in  company  with  ten  others  was  in  the  bush  on  the  Blood  Reserve. 

Serfireant  Williams  succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  *<  Big  Bib,"  but  was  overpowered 
by  the  others,  who  rescued  the  prisoner.  One  of  them,  **  Eagle  Bib,"  has  since  been 
iii(iprisoned  with  hard  labor  for  three  months  for  obstructing  bergeant  Williama. 

On  tho  28th  September  I  proceeded  to  the  Eootenay  Lake  to  enquire  into  a 
«>iiiplaint  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Charles  Miller,  that  his  house  had  been 
broken  into  and  robbed  by  Kootenay  Indians^ 

On  investigation  I  found  that  the  only  thing  stolen  ttom  Mr.  Miller  was  a  loaf 
<rf  bread,  and  that  his  honse  was  not  broken  into,  as  he  had  gone  out  and  left  the 
door  unlocked,  and  the  Indian  who  took  the  bread  quietly  walked  in  and  hiripod 
bimself. 

On  the  29th  October,  a  prairie  fire  was  observed  burning  very  fiercdy  to  the 
flouth-west,  and  a  party,  under  Sergeant  Hetherington,  was  immediately  sent  out  to 
endeavour  to  extinguish  it.  After  fighting  it  for  six  hours  in  the  face  of  a  very 
strong  wind  Sergeant  Hetherington  and  his  men  succeeded  in  driving  the  fire  into  the 
Kootenay  Biver  while  Inspector  Chalmers,  who  had  taken  out  another  party  on 
the  Stand  Off  l^rail,  cut  it  off  near  the  Agency  Crossing.  Some  portion  of  the  fire 
must^howev/cr,  have  retnained  Bmonldering  in  the  timber  in  the  Kootenay  bottom,  for, 
on  the  evening  of  the  31st  Octobei-,  uhderthe  icfluence  of  a  strong  south-westerly 
wind  it  started  afresh  and  appeared  to  be  very  rapidly  approaching  Maoleod.  Every 
available  man  Was  mounted.  AU  the  horse-blankets  were  made  Wet  and  placed  in  a 
waggon  and  accompanied  by  a  large  contingent  of  merchants  and  others  frdm  the- 
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town,  we  proceeded  to  the  fire  and  extending  for  some  miles  soooeeded  in  putting  it 
out  oomfdetely. 

This  fire  was  started  by  a  shooting  party  near  Pinoher  Creek  and  was  observed 
If  the  officer  commanding  the  detachment  there  stationed,  who  sent  out  all  his  men 
to  act  in  conjnotion  with  the  settlers  to  pat  oat  the  fire,  and  also  to  apprehend  the 
person  who  caused  it.  In  the  meantime  the  party  which  had  let  it  go  drove  into  the 
village,  and  one  of  them  laid  information  before  Captain  Scobie,  J.  P.,  against  their  . 
cook  who,  the  same  evening,  was  arrainged  ;  he  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fined  |50, 
T%e  fire  destroyed  the  grass  on  a  range  some  68  miles  long,  and  in  some  places,  15 
miles  wide,  and,  bat  for  the  vigorous  action  of  the  police,  ably  seconded  by  the 
settlers  and  ranchmen,  would  have  caused  incalculable  damage  had  it  gone  any 
farther  east,  as  the  valuable  farms  and  buildings  in  the  *'  slide  out ''  and  other  bottoms . 
leading  to  the  Belly  Biver  would  certainly  have  been  destroyed. 

Ihiring  this  month,  the  outposts  of  H  "  and  '*  K  "  Divisions  were  inspected  by 
the  Aseifitant  Commissioner. 

.  On  the  6th  November,  the  Deputy  Snperintendent-Gtoneral  of  Indian  Affairs 
arrived  from  Lethbridge,  and  went  on  to  the  Peigan  Seserve,  returning  to  Leth- 
bridge  the  next  day,  being  furnished  by  us  wiUi  transport 

On  the  7th  November,  having  been  informed  that  several  Blood  Indians,  camped 
at  the  Lower  Agency,  had  whiskey  in  their  possession,  and  that  one  of  their  minor 
ehiefs/' Calf  Shin,"  had  brought  it  in  from  Montana,  and  had  stated  to  his  band 
that  if  the  Police  came  to  arrest  him,  he  would  defy  them;  and  at  the  same  time 
being  informed  that  an  Indian  named  *<  Good  Bider  "  w^o  had  for  sometime  been 
fsspeoted  of  killing  cattle,  had  killed  an  animal  on  the  Cochrane  Banche  on  the  4th. 
November,  evidence  of  whichwas  obtainable,  I  determined  to  arrest  both  ''Calf 
Bhirfc"  and  "Good  Bider." 

I  wired  Superintendent  Macdonell  to  send  an  officer  and  twenty  men  to  meet  me 
at  Stand  Off  at  6  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  Qth,  and  myself  left  bere  with  a  like 
number  shortly  after  midnight  of  the  7th. 

Inspector  Howe,  with  the  detachment  from  "K,"  met  me  at  Stand  Off  exactly 
at  6  a.m.  and  we  then  proceeded  to  the  Lower  Agency,  where  "  Calf  Shirt "  and  five 
other  Indians  who  were  required  as  witnesses  to  testify  as  to  "  CUf  Shirt's  "  posses- , 
sion  of  the  whiskey  were  arrested.    We  then  proceeded  to  the  ''Upper  Camp," 
where  we  arrested  "Good  Bider." 

"  Calf  Shirt "  was  sentenced  to  one  month's  hard  labor  for  having  liquor  in  his 
poeeession,  and  "Good  Bider,"  having j>leaded  f^nWij  to  the  charge  of  cattle-killing, 
was  sentenced  by  the  Honorable  Mr.  Justice  Madeod  to  imprisonment  with  hard' 
labor  for  one  year. 

These  arrests  have  had  a  very  good  eflbct  on  the  Bloods,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
any  of  them  will  talk  of  defying  the  police  for  some  time  to  come.  The  escape  of 
'*lhe  Dog  "  and  "Bi^  Bib  "  from  the  Sheriff  and  the  subsequent  rescue  of  the  latter 
from  Sergt.  Williams  led  the  young  men  of  the  tribe  to  believe  that  they  could,  to 
uses  Western  expression,  "get  away  "  with  the  Police ;  but  the  sudden  descent  upon 
the  camp  of  "  Calf  Shirt,"  who  is  their  war  chief,  and  his  arrest,  followed  up  as  it  was 
by  the  capture  within  an  hour,  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  of  "Good  Bider,"  has,  I 
ihink,  caused  them  to  change  their  minds. 

OUTPOSTS. 

During  the  past  summer  reserves  have  been  surveyed  and  staked  out  at  Stand 
Of,  on  the  ground  now  occupied ;  at  St.  Mary's,  opposite  the  present  location.  A 
Y^serve  for  the  Kootenay  Detachment  was  selected  in  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Belly  Biver, 
^bout  16  miles  west  of  the  Cochrane  Banche.  A  quarter  section  for  the  Peigan 
Detachment  has  been  reserved  on  the  north  side  of  the  Peigan  Beserve.  At  Pincher 
Greek  the  quarter  section  on  which  the  Police  buildinffs  are  situated  is  reserved  ; 
«bo  a  quarter  section  at  the  mouth  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass. 

.    The  surveys  were  made  by  Mr.  Miles,  D.U3.,  and  maps  showing  the  different^ 
locations  have  been  already  forwarded  to  you. 
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Frame  bnildinfi^s  and  stables  sboald  be  erected  at  Stand  Off,  St.  Mary's,  Peigan 
Be^erve  and  Big  Bend,  tbo  buildings  now  in  oocapation  at  tbo  three  first  nan^ 
places  being  simply  log  shacks  with  mad  roofs  which  expose  the  men  to  mneh 
discomfort  daring  wet  weather,  and  are  besides  anhealthy  and  unsafe  to  store  provi- 
sions and  forage  in.  The  baildings  at  Pincher  Greek  are  in  fair  order.  Those  at  the 
**  Crow's  Nest "  were  put  np  this  sammer  by  the  detachment,  and  are  built  of  logs, 
with  the  nsaal  mud  roof ;  they  are  very  weU  built,  and,  if  shingled  early  in  tibe 
spring,  will  be  very  comfortable. 

Stations  should  also  be  built  for  the  detachments  from  Lethbridge  at  Eipp's 
Conine,  Milk  Biver  Bidge,  Writing  on  the  Stones  Coulee,  Pen  d'Oreillo  Coulee,  and 
at  some  point  to  be  selected  midway  between  the  latter  place  and  the  western  detach- 
ment of  "  A  "  Division,  the  distance  between  the  two  places  (60  miles)  being  too  great 
By  your  direction  a  quantity  of  hay  has  been  distributed  in  stacks  between  Leth- 
bridge and  Pen-d'Oreille,  so  that,  should  occasion  demand,  the  patrol,  which  was 
withdrawn  when  the  winter  set  in,  can  move. 

In  order  to  keep  up  communications  with  Lethbridge  and  to  better  watch  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Blood  Beserve,  a  detachment  of  '<  K  "  Division  has  been  eetablished 
at  Kipp.  midway  between  here  and  Lethbridge.  Men  from  this  detachment  patrei 
to  Stand  Off  and  old  Port  Hamilton  (Whoopup). 

BUILDINQS. 

The  baildings  at  Lethbridge  are  being  plastered,  painted  and  added  to  under 
the  sapervision  of  Mr.B.  0.  Kenway,  ofthe  Public  Works  Department,  Anew 
stable  and  an  addition  to  the  Quartermaster's  stores  have  been  built,  but  a 
hospital,  orderly  office,  and  a  recreation  room,  as  also  a  fence  around  the  barracks, 
are  much  needed. 

At  Maoleod,  brick  chimneys  have  been  constructed  in  nearly  all  the  buildings^ 
save  the  officers'  quarters,  thus  materially  lessening  the  danger  from  fire. 

As  previously  reported,  all  the  buildings  at  this  post  require  dapboarding,  and 
I  oannot  too  strongly  recommend  that  the  wire  fence  now  surrounding  the  barracks 
be  removed  and  a  picket  fence  substituted  therefor. 


The  arms  are  in  serviceable  order  in  both  **  H ''  and  ''  K  *'  Divisions. 


TARaiT  PRAOTIOI. 


The  annual  practice  is  not  yet  completed,  owing  to  the  number  of  men  on 
detachment  from  both  Divisions  and  the  prevalence  of  extremely  high  winds  through- 
oat  the  district. 


FIBB   PBOTKOTION. 


Tanks  are  much  required  at  this  post  and  Lethbridge.  The  fire  engine  sent  here 
by  the  Public  Works  Department  is  a  very  good  one,  but  the  suction  hose  being 
only  fourteen  feet  in  length  it  cannot  be  used  with  the  welL 


HORSIS. 


The  horses  of  both  divisions  are  in  very  good  order  considering  the  heavy  work 
that  they  have  had  to  perform  on  patrol  during  the  past  year.  I  have  not  yet 
received  a  mileage  return  from  Lethbridge,  but  that  of  <<  H  "  Division  shows  thattlM 
106  horses  in  that  division  have  travelled  85,739  miles  since  1st  December  last 
Forty-six  are  on  herd  at  Pincher  Creek  and  are  doing  very  well ;  they  are  broogtil 
up  daily  and  fed  a  few  oats. 
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AMMUNITION   WAGGONS. 

Those  have  not  yet  been  forniahed. 

INDIAN  FOLICB, 

The  IndiaDs  engaged  by  your  order  on  the  Ist  Jane  last  as  special  oonstablea^ 
worked  fairly  well,  being  able  to  assist  us  in  many  ways  in  recovering  horses  asd^ 
givlDg  information  as  to  movements  on  the  reserves.  At  the  present  time  I  have 
only  two  employ ed«  the  others  preferring  to  be  idle  throng h  the  winter  on  account 
of  the  poorness  of  their  horses. 

ASSISTANCl   BINDIRSD  TO  CUSTOMS*  OfFIOIB. 

The  detachments  of  *'  H  "  and  ^<  K  *'  Divisions,  acting  under  instruction  from  the 
local  customs  officers,  made  several  seizures  during  the  past  year,  and  the  detachment 
at  St  Mary's  especially  has  intercepted  many  parties  bringing  in  horses  and  cattle 
from  Montana  and  escorted  them  to  the  collector  of  Customs  here. 

MORMON  SITTLBRS. 

Since  June  last  between  20  and  30  families  of  Mormons  have  settled  upon*  Lee's 
Greek,  about  50  miles  south-west  of  here.  They  have  so  flu*  conformed  to  our  laws 
tod  appear  to  be  a  very  pushing  and  industrious  people. 

IQUIPMSNT* 

Numnahs  are  urgently  required  for  both  divisions.  All  other  stores  to  completo 
or  replace  are  estimated  for. 

I  enolose  herewith  the  annual  sick  report  for  this  post  and  Lethbridge^  and  also^ 
forward  Superintendent  Macdoneli's  annual  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  R  NBALB, 
Superintendent,  Commanding  Macleod  District, 
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APPENDIX   F. 

annual;  BBP0RT;0P  SaPERINTBNDfiNT  STEELE. 

KooTiNAT,  B.C.,  1st  Deoember,  18S7. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  Bubmit  this  my  report  for  the  year  ending  30& 
November,  1887. 

The  divinion  was  stationed  in  the  Macleod  District  until  12th  Jane,  the  district 
being  under  the  command  of  Supt.  Neale. 

The  headquarters  of  "  D  "  Division  were  at  Macleod  until  the  7th  January,  when 
they  were  transferred  to  Lethbridge,  which  is  situated  in  the  eastern  half  of  tho 
district. 

The  strenis^th  of  the  division  at  that  time  was  4  officers,  15  non-oommisrioned 
officers,  and  86  constables,  distributed  as  follows: — 

At  Macleod,  2  officers,  8  non-commissiooed  officers,  and  48  constables. 

At  Leihbridge,  2  officers,  7  non  commissioned  officers,  and  38  constables. 

I  took  over  immediate  command  of  the  Lethbridge  post  on  the  8th  January. 
It  was  reinforced  from  time  to  time  from  the  detachment  at  Macleod,  until  die 
whole  of  the  division  had  left  Macleod. 

Daring  the  winter  and  spring  the  division  was  employed  in  the  usual  routint 
and  other  police  duties,  such  as  patrolling,  recovering  stolen  stock,  &c.  A  patrol  was 
kept  in  the  town  of  Lethbridge  DOth  night  and  day. 

The  opening  of  spring,  when  doubtful  characters  and  restless  Indians  oould 
roam  the  plains,  necessitated  constant  watchf^ilness  and  a  great  daai  of  hArd  ri^Bg. 
The  men  were  frequently  called  upon  to  ride  very  long  distances,  the  work  being  d[ 
such  a  severe  nature,  that  the  horses  required  very  great  attention  to  keep  them  in 
a  condition  for  a  contimnmee  of  the  work. 

Every  oomplaint  made  by  settlers  or  others  was  attended  to  forthwith.  Ameri- 
oam  were  constantly  obliged  to  obtain  police  aid  to  recover  stolen  stock,  and  every 
one  who  applied  received  assistance,  and  in  all  cases  they  went  away  quite  satifllied 
with  the  promptness  with  which  the  police  performed  the  duty. 

On  the  i^Oth  May,  I  received  orders  by  telegraph  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to 
proceed  to  British  Oolumbia,  with  2  officers,  and  76  non-com.  officers  and  constabtfls^ 
and  to  relieve  the  furthest  outposts  to  save  time. 

I  selected  the  men  for  British  Columbia,  and  sent  out  thcTclief  to  Pen  d'oreills 
Coulee  and  Writing  Stone,  leaving  the  other  detachments  until  the  arrival  of  "  K  " 
Division,  which  was  shortly  to  relieve  me. 

On  the  8th  June,  Inspector  Huot  reported  for  duty  with  the  division,  and  on 
the  9th  <*  E  "  Division,  under  the  command,  temporarily,  of  Inspector  Howe,  arrived 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Belly  Biver,  and  commenced  to  cross.  Later  on  I  reoeived 
a  telegram  ordering  me  to  send  60  men  to  Calgary  by  rail.  As  ''£"  Division  was 
then  crossing,  and  their  horses  just  come  from  a  long  trip,  I  sent  forty  men, 
mounted,  belonging  to  ^*  D  "  Division,  and  ten  of  "  K  "  Division  across  the  river,  and 
to  save  time  took  7  ''  K  "  Division  waggons,  which  had  not  yet  crossed,  with  pioked 
teams  from  both  divisions,  as  transport  for  the  ammunition,  rations,  and  kits  ci  the 
party. 

Inspector  Howe,  in  accordance  with  your  instruction  was  placed  in  ooounand, 

Inspector  Wilson  to  join  him  en  route  as  he  passed  Kipp.    Subsequently  orders  were 

received  for  me  to  take  command  and  leave  Inspector  Howe  in  command  at  Iieth* 

bridge,  but  just  as  I  had  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  order,  it  became  neoessary  to 

'  direct  me  to  re-crosB  the  river  with  the  party,  and  march  to  Medicine  Hat  by  tniL 
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I  moved  the  party  down  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  bat  it  had  become. too  dark  tocroqa 
that  night,  as  the  jriver  was  ranniDg  with  a  carrent  of  at  least  6  miles  an  hoar  and 
very  deep. 

The  current  was  so  strong  that  a  new  good  wire  cable  which  was  osed  for  ihi^ 
ferry  boat  had  been  broken  a  few  day  before  and  the  boat  swept  away. 

On  the  same  afternoon,  Inspector  Bradley  had  by  my  orders  gone  oat  to  relieTO 
the  outposts  on  Milk  Aiver  Bidge  and  Kipp's  Coulee,  reinforce  the  posts  at  Pen  d*oreilIe 
Coulee  andr  Writing  Stone,  and  take  charge  at  Pen  d'oreille  CoaMe  until  further 
orders.  Inspector  Likely  to  take  charge  of  the  whole  of  the  posts,  and  locate  himsetf 
on  Milk  Biver  Bidge^ 

My  party  re-crossed  the  riyer  on  the  next  day,  and  entrained  at  8  30,  whick 
coDsidering  the 'river,  was  as  good  work  of  the  kind  as  I  have  seen  in  the  west. 
Inspector  Wood  and  Huot  were  in  charge  of  the  party  while  crossing,  as  thero  wer^ 
numerous  duties  which  kept  me  hard  at  work  in  the  post  until  they  were  across. 

The  party  left  at  10  p.  m.  the  time  agi*eed  upon,  but  before  going  the  whole  of 
the  citizens  came  to  see  us  off,  and  presented  the  division  with  an  address  whicdi 
alluded  to  the  satisfactory  relations  which  existed  between  the  citizens  and  the  Polioe, 
and  the  thorough  manner  in  which  the  Police  duties  had  been  performed. 

The  party  arrived  at  Swift  Ourrent  on  the  13th  June,  and  went  into  camp.  Ok 
the  14th  I  reported  to  you  at  the  train,  and  received  my  instructions,  ail  of  whieh 
were  carried  out,  and  a  report  of  the  circumstances  made  to  headquarters. 

A  detachment  of  *'  G  "  Division  under  Sergeant  Alexander  was  stationed  at  Swifl 
Current,  waiting  for  some  recruits  for  fiattleford,  and  were  attached  to  ^*  D  "  Divi8i<m 
during  their  stay. 

On  the  16th  as  arranged  Sergeant  Sinclair  and  8  constable**,  with  10  saddle 
horses,  arrived  from  Lethbridsre,  and  were  taken  on  the  strength. 

On  the  2l8t  at  5  p.m.  I  received  orders  from  you  by  wire  to  report  at  Eegina,  I 
took  the  train  at  once  and  arrived  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  22nd.  I  remained  at  Begina  on 
duty  until  the  24th  when  I  left  for  Swift  Current,  and  immediately  wired  Inspector 
Wood  to  send  on  all  the  men  requirei  to  make  our  strength  ap  to  75,  as  ftir  as  Dan* 
more,  to  wait  our  arrival  there,  and  to  come  on  himself,  if  he  had  completed  the 
work  of  handing  over  the  Division  Stores  as  ordered,  but  if  not  to  follow  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  obtained  a  special  as  soon  as  possible,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  oars,  I  coul^ 
not  leave  until  Sunday  the  26th  at  1  p.  m.  The  detachment  from  Loth  bridge  joined 
at  Dunmore  as  ordered. 

The  train  stopped  at  Galgary  until  the  horses  were  fed,  and  the  men  had  dinner. 

Three  remounts  were  taken  on  here  from ''  E  "  Division  and  I  transferred  to  *'  B^** 
as  per  your  orders  horses  Nos.  663, 1286,  1B22. 

The  Division  arrived  at  Golden,  British  Columbia,  at  10.30  a.  m.  on  the  28th  and 
went  into  camp  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Kicking  Horse  Biver,  the  camp  being  ooi|- 
neoted  with  town  by  a  wooden  bridge. 

On  the  following  day  you  arrived  and  the  divlEion  was  inspected  dismounted. 

Inspector  Wood  and  the  late  Sergeant  Major  Lake  arrived,  having  complete^ 
handing  over  the  stores  at  Lethbridge  to  the  officer  commanding  **  K  "  Division. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen  arrived  on  the  2nd  July  to  take  medical  charge  of  Uie 
division. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner,  who  had  been  in  the  Kootenay  district,  arrived  on 
the  steamer  ''  Duchess  '*  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  with  Dr.  Powell,  sen ,  and  A.  W. 
Yowell,  Esq.,  and  directed  me  to  start  for  Kootenay  on  the  following  morning.  Thft 
steamer  was  loaded  during  the  day,  and  a  counter  order  received  directing  me  to 
remain  at  Golden  until  further  orders,  I  caused  the  ammanition  to  be  unloaded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  at  an  early  hour,  the  Division  Sergeant  .Major  Laka 
ahot  himself  in  his  tent  while  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  neuralgia. 

The  steamer  started  for  Coiambia  Lakes  and  it  was  reported  to  me  that  she  wat 
not  properly  trimmed,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  bilge  water  which  should  have  been 
pumped  up  before  leaving.    I  was  informed  shortly  afterwards  that  ahe  had  oapaiM^ 
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near  Lang's  LandiDg  and  that  moet  of  the  light  stores  were  floating  down  the  river. 
1  sent  men  nnder  an  offieer  to  endeavor  to  save  some  ot  it.  They  were  thos  employ<^ 
for  several  days,  and  euceeeded  in  saving  a  great  deal,  but  almost  everything  rt^^ov- 
ered  had  been  rendered  useless  by  the  water.  A  carload  of  oats  and  all  the  officers* 
uniform  A  and  many  other  valaable  articles  belonging  to  them  were  destroyed.  1  soot 
some  volanteers  to  assist  Mr.  Armstrong  to  raise  his  boat,  bat  up  to  the  time  of 
leaving  nothing  had  been  done. 

I  engaged  a  small  steamer  belonging  to  J.  O.  Hayes,  a  merchant  in  Golden,  to- 
fireight  stores  lor  the  division  to  the  Colombia  Lakes,  at  the  usnal  rates  of  freight, 
▼is.,  one  dollar  per  handred.  Mr.  Armstrong  had  agreed  to  do  it  tor  seventy  ^ve 
«enta  per  handred,  but  there  now  being  no  competition  I  could  not  make  each  terms 
-with  Hayes.  I  sent  two  men  to  the  lakes,  to  take  charge  of  the  stores  as  they  wore 
delivered. 

Baring  the  remainder  of  oar  stay  I  employed  the  men  and  teams  in  hanling^ 
Btcwes  to  the  landing,  getting  the  new  saddles  pat  together  and  oiled,  branding  and 
nambering  the  remounts  and  various  other  dutief*. 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th  July  I  received  your  order  to  march,  and  on  the 
following  morning  at  5.30  leaving  Staff  Sergeants  Fane  and  Mercer,  and  8  constables, 
most  of  whom  were  sick,  moved  off.  The  steamboat  <<  Ciive  "  taking  some  of  the 
dismounted  men,  and  the  rations  and  forage  for  the  trip.  Bach  mounted  man  carried 
his  dinner  and  forage  for  his  horse.  I  arrived  at  the  Hog  Ranche  at  5  p.m.,  expect- 
ing to  find  the  steamer  there  as  the  distance  was  only  'J5  miles,  but  sbo  did  not 
appear  until  after  10  p.m.,  the  men  and  horses  being  all  this  time  without  anything 
to  eat.  It  appears  that  Hayes  cupidity  was  too  much  for  him,  as  be  had  waited  for 
some  passengers. 

The  division  moved  at  7  a.m.  on  the  21st,  taking  rations  and  forage  for  the 
whole  day,  as  Hayes  ability  to  reach  the  place  namoi  was  doubtful,  which  proved 
to  be  correct,  the  evening  halt  was  made  near  Roger's  Lauding,  but  no  sign  of  the 
boat  was  seen  until  8.30  the  following  morning. 

Lewis'  place  was  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  the  steamer  for  a  wonder 
coming  in  a  short  time  after. 

The  upper  steamboat  landing  was  reached  early  on  the  23  rd.  I  parted  from  th» 
fiteamer  then,  and  gave  instructions  to  the  master  to  bring  up  all  the  men  except 
Staff  Sergeant  Fane,  and  one  team  and  teamster,  on  the  nest  trip. 

I  sent  Inspector  Wood  back  to  G-olden,  as  it  was  evident  that  unless  an  officer 
was  there  to  look  after  Hayes,  there  would  be  little  chance  of  getting  any  work  dono 
by  the  steamer  "  Clive." 

Mr.  B.  Galbraith  was  at  the  steamboat  landing,  ready  with  his  pack  train  to 
take  our  baggage  and  supplies  to  Kootenay,  as  previously  arranged  by\he  Assidtant 
Oommissioner,  Col.  Herchmer.  .£  bad  no  farther  trouble,  Mr.  Galbraith  being 
prompt  and  business  like,  and  his  pack  animals  in  first  class  condition. 

The  division  reached  the  SLxUIle  Creek,  above  Bammer's  Flats  on  the  30ih 
July,  this  place  had  been  suggested  as  suitable  for  a  permanent  camp,  bit  on  ex- 
amination which  I  made  at  once,  accompanied  by  Assistant  Surgeon  Powell^ 
medical  ofUcer  of  the  division,  and  Inspector  Huot,  found  it  unsuitable  tor  tho  fol- 
lowing reasons  :^The  ground  upon  which  the  po^t  woald  have  to  be  built, 
was  very  uneven,  the  timber  was  very  much  too  heavy  for  building  purposes,  the  site 
was  commanded  by  a  piece  of  high  ground  on  the  left  bank  of  the  creek,  a  large 
marsh  caused  by  the  spreading  of  Four-Mile  and  Six-Mile  Creeks  as  they  passed 
Enough  Bummer's  Flat  lay  immediately  below  the  site,  and  lastly  the  Six-Mile 
Creek,  from  which  the  water  supply  would  have  to  be  obtained,  filtered  throagh  a 
couple  of  swamps  a  few  miles  up.  The  assistant  surgeon  condemned  the  site  aa 
unhealthy,  and  I  was  satisfied  it  would  not  suit. 

I  then  examined  the  country  along  Four-Mile  Creek,  but  could  find  no  suitable 
gpot,  and  the  next  day  accompanied  by  Inspector  Haot,  roio  to  Mr,  Fenwick's  lower 
i^nche,  where  it  was  reported  a  good  site  existed.  Mr.  Fen  wick  kindly  accompanied 
US.  I  found  the  place  unsuitable,  being  a  flit  surrounded  by  high  hills,  a  great  d&fd 
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of  swamp  on  the  opposite  Bide  of  the  Eooteoay  and  there  being  no  waggon  road  for  10 
miles  was  also  a  serioa^objeotioa,  so  I  retamed  and  a^ked  Mr,  B.  Oalbraith  if  I  might 
look  over  his  land  for  a  saitable  place  ;  he  cooseotedi  and  that  eveaiag  I  arrange  t 
with  Mm  to  take  10  acres  on  the  high  groan  1  near  the  oonflaence  of  the  Eootenay 
Biver  and  Wild  Horse  Greek.  This  site  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen,  although  it 
has  a  few  objections,  bat  from  a  military  point  of  view  it  is  perfect,  and  it  appears 
to  be  healthier  than  any  of  the  others,  the  water  is  ezoellenti  feed  not  far  distant, 
it  is  almost  inaoessible  on  two  sides,  commands  the  trails  to  Tobacco  PlainSi  the 
Haves  and  Golambia  Lakes,  and  is  the  most  central  point  firom  which  to  commnnate 
with  the  Indians,  and  protect  the  settlors  in  tne  event  of  an  uprising. 

I  moved  the  division  into  camp  here  on  Sanday,  31st  Jnlyi  ftnd  on  the  following 
day  told  off  parties  to  cut  logs  for  the  storehoase,  arranged  for  a  mail  system  for 
the  summer  between  the  Upper  (Sam's)  Steamboat  L^inding  and  here.  I  also  par- 
ehased  a  pack  train,  consistiog  of  :i4  good  ponies  aod  3  mules,  which,  with  equipment 
<x>mplete  and  in  excellent  order,  I  obtained  at  a  much  lower  figure  than  they  are 
generally  sold  here.  The  proprietor  of  the  train  had  previously  spoken  to  the  Assis- 
tant Commissioner  on  the  subject  and  he  had  requested  me  to  look  at  them< 

On  the  3rd  August,  the  *'  Dachesa  "  started  for  her  first  trip  since  being  raised, 
Inspector  Wood  and  the  non-commissioned  offioers  and  constaoles  left  at  Golden 
came  up  on  th^  steamer,  and  Gonstable  Fi<»her  and  team  came  by  trail.  Ins- 
pector Wood  and  Staff  Sergeant  Fane  were  required  to  return  to  G-olden  for  a  time, 
the  remainder  arrived  here  on  the  11th. 

As  soon  as  possible  I  communicated  with  Chief  Isadore  as  described  under  the 
bead  <*  Indians,    and  with  favorable  results. 

The  advent  of  the  Police  caused  confidence  to  take  the  place  of  the  alarm 
which  had  been  felt  during  the  winter  and  early  spring. 

The  Indians  soon  began  to  visit  the  camp  out  of  cariosity,  and  were  more  civil 
to  the  whites  than  formerly. 

From  the  Ist  August  to  this  date,  all  members  of  the  division  have  been  dili- 
gently employed  in  various  duties,  such  as  patrols,  couriers,  preparing  quarters, 
receiving  and  forwarding  freight,  packing,  freighting,  and  taking  charge  of  stores 
at  the  unfortanately  too  numerous  landings. 

PATROLS    IN    MaCLIOD   DISTRICT,    N.  W.  T. 

The  first  detachments  for  patrol  duty  were  posted  on  the  22nl  li^rch,  the  great 
depth  of  snow  having  made  it  impossible  to  sena  them  out  earlier. 

On  that  late  Corporal  0*firien  was  pasted  at  the  lower  crossing  of  the  St. 
Mary's,  and  Ck>rporal  Hayne  at  the  15  Mile  Lake,  each  with  four  constables. 

From  the  22nd  March  until  the  8th  April,  patrolling  was  kept  up  between 
Lethbridgo,  Fifteen-Mile  Lake,  the  St.  Mary's  and  Stand  Off,  where  detachments  of 
''  H  "  Division  were  stationed. 

This  system  answered  the  purpose  very  well,  until  the  snow  had  melted  further 
east,  and  necessitated  a  connection  with  the  outposts  of  **A"  Division,  which  the  great- 
<iepth  of  snow  had  prevented  from  being  posted  as  early  as  those  in  the  Macleol 
District. 

Daring  the  last  week  in  March,  I  was  directed  by  Superintendent  Neale  to  ga 
out  and  select  points  for  the  detachments  along  the  boundary  line,  and  started 
on  the  28th  March.  I  went  south,  across  Eipp*s  Ooul^e,  to  the  Milk  River 
Ridge,  and  from  there,  vid  Writing  Stone  to  Peod'oreille  Coulee,  both  places 
I  found  suitable  for  detachments,  as  they  are  situated  in  places  where  the 
river  may  be  forded  easily  when  the  water  is  very  high,  and  the  banks  being 
accessible  are  much  used  by  travellers  and  law-breakers  in  crossing  the 
boundary.  Between  these  two  points  there  aro  sixteen  very  high  and  steep  banks 
or  soft  spots,  which  make  a  crossing  very  diffi3ult.  I  moved  out  to  Bad  water  L<ike, 
and  found  that  a  detachment  at  Pen  d'oreilie  Coulee  could  easily  communicate  with 
any  post  situated  west  or  south  of  the  Oypress  Hills.    I  then  passed  around  the  east 
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side  of  Badwater  Lake,  to  the  Seven  Persons  ConMe,  and  camped  one  night  near  the 
Bull's  Head.  I  returned  to  Lethbridge  on  the  3rd  April,  by  the  old  trail  from  WaUh 
toMacleod,  and  on  the  following  day  went  up  to  Fort  Macleod  and  reported  the  resale 
of  my  observations  to  the  oommanding  officer. 

Daring  my  trip  I  saw  around  PeQ-d*oreille  C^uMe  traces  of  a  large  band  of 
cattle,  which  had  been  there  daring  the  greater  part  of  the  previoas  sammer,  and 
saw  about  one  hundred  head  which  hal  wintered  in  the  vicinity. 

Superintendent  Neale  approved  of  my  suggestions  and  directed  me  to  send  out 
detachments  on  my  return  to  Lethbridge,  and  remove  the  detachments  at  the  St. 
Maiy's  and  Fifteen-Mile  Lake. 

On  the  8th  April  I  sent  Inspector  Wood  in  charge  of  the  men  to  be  posted  for 
patrol  duty,  and  in  accordance  with  my  instructions  he  posted  two  constables  at 
Kipp's  Ck)ulte  as  a  connecting  link  between  M!ilk  River  Ridge  and  Lethbridge,  one 
sergeant  and  six  constables  at  Mi  k  River  Ridge,  one  sergeant  and  sis  constables  at 
Writing  Stone,  and  the  same  number  at  Pen-d'oreille  Coul^.  The  det^hments  at 
the  St.  Mary's  and  Fifteen-Mile  Lake  were  relieved  at  the  same  time,  and  were 
utilized  to  make  up  number  required  for  the  other  detachments. 

During  the  time  the  division  remained  in  the  district,  constant  patrolling,  night 
and  daf,  was  kept  up  between  the  detachments,  the  eastern  outpost  of"  H  "  Division 
communicating  with  my  post  at  Milk  River  Ridge,  which  patrolled  to  Writing 
Stone,  and  Writing  Stone  to  Pen  d'oreille,  which  patrolled  as  far  as  No.  2  Post  (^ 
<<  A  "  Division,  situated  near  the  south-west  point  of  the  Oypress  Hills. 

The  whole  of  the  detachments  sent  out  patrols  to  the  southward  during  each 
day,  and  men  with  field  glasses,  situated  on  high  hillS|  but  concealed  as  much  as 
possible,  viewed  the  country  in  every  direction. 

Constant  communication  was  kept  up  between  the  outpDstsand  Lethbridge. 

The  outposts  performed  their  duties  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  few 
complaints  made  against  them  proved  to  be  unfounded.  No  suspicious  characters, 
smugglers,  horse* thieves,  or  other  criminals  sucoeedei  in  crossing  the  boundary 
undiscovered ;  all  Indians  who  attempted  it  were,  with  very  few  exceptions,  caught 
in  the  act,  and  compelled  to  give  an  account  of  themselves.  The  non-commissioned 
officer  in  charge  oF  each  outpost,  sent  in  weekly  a  list  and  description  of  all  whiter 
and  Indians  passing  and  repassing,  together  with  that  of  all  horses,  vehicles,  4&o.y  in 
their  possession. 

As  soon  as  the  outposts  were  established,  the  cattle  seen  by  me  at  Pen-d*oreille 
Coulee  were  seised,  and  a  report  made  to  Mr.  Champness,  the  Customs'  officer  at 
Lethbridge.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  cattle  had  been  driven  in  from  Montana, 
and  that  no  duty  had  been  paid.  The  owner,  named  Spencer,  had  a  small  hut  on 
Milk  River,  several  miles  east  of  Pen-d'oreille  CouUe,  but  on  the  north  side  of  the 
international  boundary.  He  stated  to  the  patrols  that  he  intended  to  apply  for  a 
lease  there,  but  no  doubt  he  had  no  such  intention,  and  was  simply  endeavoring  to 
graze  his  cattle  where  not  so  likely  to  be  observed.  I  have  been  since  informed  that 
.«' A  "  Division  patrols  seized  another  herd  belonging  to  the  same  individual. 

On  the  26th  April,  I  received  at  Macleoi  a  telegram  from  Superintendent 
McIUree,  stating  that  Staff  Sergeant  Spicer  and  party  were  fired  upon  by  Indians 
near  the  Cjrpress  Hills,  and  that  the  Indians  had  escaped.  I  wired  to  Inspector 
Likely  at  Lethbridge  to  warn  the  outposts  and  send  Sergeant-Major  Lake  with  35 
men  to  patrol  between  Lethbridge  ancf  the  Milk  River  Ridge,  as  it  was  expected  that 
the  Indians  would  avoid  arriving  by  Lethbridge  and  keep  towards  Eipp*8  C^ul^e.  I 
returned  to  Lethbridge  on  the  same  afternoon,  and  at  once  sent  a  patrol  to  work 
between  the  mouth  of  the  Little  fiow  River  and  Lethbridge,  and  went  out  myself 
with  a  small  party  to  tlie  east  and  south-east.  The  outposts  sent  patrols  to  the 
northward,  as  far  as  Elkhorn  Coulee. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  telegram.  Superintendent  Mcllree  was  not  certain 
where  the  outrage  had  been  committed,  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  impression  that 
it  had  occurred  south  or  south-west  of  the  Cypress  Hills,  and,  consequently,  the 
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patrolling  was  done  principally  over  the  large  tract  of  coantry  lying  between  Milk 
Biver  and  the  old  trail  to  Walsh. 

On  the  3rd  May,  Sergeant  Mongean,  with  part  of  Sergeant  Major  Lake's  party,. 

gitrolling  east  of  the  Fifteen-Mile  I^ke,  captured  four  Indians,  en  route  west  to  the 
lood  E^rve,  and  Sergeant  Major  Lake  discovered  the  trail  of  some  more  who  had 
passed  through  to  the  reserve  on  the  previous  night,  which  was  very  dark  and  wet, 
making  it  quite  an  easy  matter  for  men  to  pass  through  patrols,  scattered  over  such 
a  large  tract  of  country. 

1  telegraphed  Superintendent  Neale  and  Superintendent  Mclllree  reporting  the 
result  to  ^th,  and  requesting  the  latter  to  send  Staff  Ser/jreant  Spicer  to  Lethbridge 
and  Macleod  to  see  if  he  could  recognize  the  Indians.  He  arrived  on  the  8th,  but 
could  not  do  so. 

On  receipt  of  my  telegram  to  that  effect,  Superintendent  Neale  directed 
Inspector  Sanders  to  examine  the  Blood  Reserve,  he  did  so,  and  after  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  succeeded  in  finding  and  arresting  two  of  the  Indians,  viz.,  the  Dog  and  Big 
Bib.  They  had  in  their  possession  some  horses  belonging  to  Watson,  ol  Medicine 
Hat.  Watson  appeared  against  them  and  Mr.  Justice  Macleod  sentenced  them  to  a 
term  in  penitentiary.  They,  no  doubt,  belonged  to  the  party  said  to  have  fired  on 
Staff  Sergeant  Spicer  and  his  patrol. 

On  the  17th,  I  telegraphed  to  Lethbridge  directing  that  an  escort,  of  a  sergeant 
and  12  rank  and  file,  be  sent  up  as  far  as  Kipp  to  meet  and  relieve  an  escort  of  the 
same  strength  from  "  H"  Division,  and  take  over  from  them  the  prisoners  <<  Dog  *^ 
and  "Big  Bib"  en  route  to  the  penitentiary.  Stony  Mountain,  Mr.  Sheriff  Campbell 
in  charge.  My  orders,  although  clear  were  misunderstood,  the  escort  instead  of 
going  to  Kipp  went  to  Kipp's  Coulte,  the  "  H  "  Division  escort  having  to  take  the* 
prisoners  to  Lethbridge. 

On  Friday,  the  20th  May,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Sheriff  OampbelT, 
dated  from  Dunmore  informing  me  of  the  escape  from  him  of  the  '*  Dog  **  and  *'  Big 
Bib"  with  shackles  on.  I  at  once  sent  out  to  the  eastward  a  corporal  and  a  party 
with  orders  to  patrol  south  of  the  railway,  but  not  far  from  it,  and  to  proceed  as  far 
as  Seven  Persons  CouMe.  The  same  day  Inspector  Huot  and  10  men  of  "  H  *' 
Division  patrolled  in  the  same  direction.  Both  parties  returned  without  success, 
no  Indians  were  seen.  I  received  information  shortly  afterwards  that  they  had 
concealed  themselves  in  a  coal  car  on  the  railway,  got  off  at  Chin  Coul^,  and  lyin^^ 
concealed  in  a  hole  there  all  day,  borrowed  a  couple  of  horses,  and  rode  to  the  Blood 
Beserve.  I  informed  Superintendent  Neale  at  once,  and  warned  the  patrols  on  the 
boundary. 

A  telegram  from  yon  dated  the  20th  May,  directed  me  to  bold  myself  in  readiness 
to  proceed  with  my  division  to  Eootenay  District,  B.C.  I  sent  out  a  parUr  the 
following  morning  to  relieve  the  outposts  at  Pen-d'Oreille  Coulte  and  Writing 
Stone,  these  places  beinff  so  far  distant  that  the  reliefs  could  not  be  delayed  without 
great  inconvenience  to  the  service. 

"  K  "  Division,  under  the  temporary  command  of  Inspector  Howe,  arrived  on  the 
8tb  Jane,  and  were  by  me  directed  to  relieve  the  detachments  on  outpost  duty  at 
Kipp*8  Cbul^  and  Milk  Biver  Bidge. 

PATROLLINQ  AT  SWIFT  CURBENT. 

While  encamped  at  Swift  Current  in  accordance  with  your  instruction  pAtroFs* 
were  sent  north  towards  Saskatchewan  Crossing,  and  south  towards  Fish  LakCi  the 
former  place  is  distant  from  Swift  Carrent  25  miles,  and  the  latter  about  20  miles, 
nothing  was  seen* 

On  the  13th  June,  it  was  reported  that  some  railway  men,  had  seen  a  large  party 
of  armed  half  breeds  near  OuU  Lake.  I  sent  a  patrol  at  once  and  obtained  the  infor- 
mation that  there  were  only  5  or  6  lodges  of  poor  people  who  were  collecting  buffalo 
bones  for  sale.  I  understand  that  some  persons  at  Swift  Current  had  started  alarm- 
ing rumors  of  a  half  breed  and  Indian  rising,  and  some  of  them  appeared  to  believe 
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that  saoh  was  imminent,  bat  careful  personal  investigation,  proved  to  me  that 
neither  half  breeds  nor  Indians  thought  of  saoh  a  thing.   As  to  the  half  breeds  their, 
only  anxiety  Eoemed  to  bo  with  reference  to  the  means  of  obtaining  a  living  next 
winter  as  the  baffalo  bone  collecting  was  becoming  difficalt  and  freighting  to  Battle- 
ford  was  not  as  bri^k  as  in  former  years  owing  to  the  failure  of  crops  in  1886. 

1  found  twj  families  of  half-breeds  in  a  starving  condition.  One  consisted  of  a 
widow  with  j  children,  and  the  other  of  a  woman  with  a  large  family,  her  husband 
away  freighting  and  no  food  to  be  hid. 

I  relieved  them  and  reported  the  circumstaace  to  you. 

PATBOLLINO  IN   BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Patrolling  in  Kootenay  District,  although  it  may  be  necessary,  is  not  so  much 
so  as  in  the  North  West.  The  country  is  of  a  rugged  nature,  and  thmre  are  onlj 
two  practicable  routes  to  the  United  States,  one  is  by  the  Moyea  Pass,  between  the 
Purcell  and  Selkirk  B  ingCJi  to  Sand  Point,  on  the  l^orihern  Pacific  Railway,  the 
other  is  the  trail  to  Walla  Walla,  it  crosses  the  boundary  60  miles  south  of  this  place. 
A  trail  forking  off  from  it  leads  through  the  Crows  JNest  Pass  to  Fort  Macieod. 
These  trails  are  only  practicable  for  pack  horses. 

There  is  only  one  trail  leading  north,  it  is  practicable  for  waggons  from  here  to 
Canal  Flat,  it  then  becomes  a  pack  trail  to  Geary's  at  the  foot  of  tne  Upper  Colambia 
Lake,  from  thence  there  is  a  waggon  road  to  Uacaulay's  Landing,  90  miles  north  of 
here.  The  pack  trail,  crosses  and  recrosses  the  waggon  road  to  tiiat  pointy  and  con- 
tinues on  to  Golden. 

At  intervals  during  the  summer  patrols  and  other  parties  have  visited  Tobacco 
Plains,  the  Moyea  Pass,  Old  Camp,  Colonel  Baker's,  the  Mission,  Chief  Isadore's,  and 
many  other  points.  Couriers,  packers  and  teamsters  have  been  constantly  on  the 
trail  between  here  and  Macaulay's  Landing,  Sam's  Landing,  Windemere  and  several 
trips  to  Golden  have  been  made.    These  duties  have  been  performed  satiafactorily. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  number  of  miles  travelled  by  the  horses  <^  the 
division  during  the  year.    (Not  printed.) 

AMBBIOAN  TROOPS. 

From  spring  until  the  4th  September  35  men  of  the  5th  United  States  Infantry 
were  stationed  on  Tobacco  Plain^  ai^c  miles  south  of  the  boundary,  and  66  from  here, 
Lieutenant  Kennedy,  5th  Infantiy,  in  command.  I  am  informed  that  thia  detach- 
ment had  a  very  good  effect  upon  the  Indians  in  that  section. 

I  was  in  constant  communication  with  Lieutenant  Kennedy  during  his  stay  in 
that  part  of  the  country. 

OBIMB,  NOBTH-WBST  TBEBITOBIBS. 

During  the  winter  there  was  very  little  crime  in  the  portion  of  the  Macleod 
District  occupied  by  my  division.  On  the  17th  January,  two  Blood  Indians  named 
respectively  '*  Shoots  Well "  and  '^  The  Bee,"  were  arrested  and  brought  before  me 
for  forcibly  stealing  and  taking  away  a  shawl,  the  property  of  Isabella  Bouchette  of 
Lethbridge.  I  committed  them  for  trial  at  the  next  court  to  be  holden  at  Uaoleod. 

On  the  Uth  January,  some  ranchmen  reported  to  me  that  while  riding  the 
range  they  saw  a  few  lodges  of  Indians  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Bow,  and  that 
they  were  under  the  impression  that  as  the  Indians  were  not  likely  to  receive  rations 
down  there,  they  must  be  killing  and  living  upon  cattle  belonging  to  the  white 
49ettlers.  I  sent  out  next  day  Interpreter  Potts  and  four  of  the  constables  as  scouts, 
with  orders  to  examine  the  whole  country  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Big  B^w  River, 
and  some  distance  down  the  South  Saskatchewan,  both  sides,  and  the  valley  of  the 
river  to  be  scouted  ;  all  Indians  were  to  be  questioned  as  to  their  business  mere,  the 
lod^s  entered,  any  traces  of  dead  stock  to  be  noted,  and  if  any  were  found  near  or 
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in  an  Indian  lodge,  that  the  occupants  w^ere  to  be  arrested  and   brought  back  to 
Lethbridge. 

The  party  carried  out  my  instructions  thoroaghly,  with  the  result  that  they 
found  no  traces  of  cattle  killing.  There  were  several  lodges  of  Indians  along  the 
Selly  Biyer  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Bow,  but  they  were  living  on  antelope 
meat,  as  many  as  1  li>  antelope  heads  were  counted  at  the  lodges  of  the  Indians  at  the 
mouth  oi  the  Big  Bow.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  cattle  killing  was  done  in  that  section 
of  the  country.  There  was  no  necessity  for  it,  ante!ope  being  very  plentiful,  and  the 
winter  being  an  exceptionally  severe  one,  a  number  of  cattle  died  in  the  snow  drifts 
aloDg  Belly  fiiver  and  were  generally  eaten  by  the  Indian.«,  who  being  cf  a  very 
restless  difsposition  prefer  living  in  that  way  to  receiving  their  rations  at  the  agency. 

On  the  llth  April,  two  men  came  in  to  Lethbridge  from  Sweet  Grass  Hills, 
tfontaoa,  and  reported  that  while  camped  there  they  had  five  ponies  stolen  fVom 
them  by  Blood  Indians,  and  had  followed  the  trail  to  the  Canadian  side  of  the 
boundary.  I  sent  Corporal  O'Brien  and  a  party  to  the  Blood  Reserve  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th,  accompanied  by  the  llontana  men.  The  horses  were  recovered 
on  the  reserve,  but  as  they  were  not  in  the  possession  of  any  particular  Indian,  and 
the  other  Indians  ''  knew  nothing  about  it,"  the  thieves  were  not  taken.  The  patrols 
on  the  boundary  had  seen  the  Indians  pass,  and  taken  note  of  the  horses  but  as  they 
had  no  interpreter  they  could  not  ascertain  the  names  of  the  Indians. 

J.  M.  Christopher  came  from  Montana  on  the  22nd  April,  and  reported  two 
hones  stolen  south  of  the  boundary  line  by  the  Bloods.  I  sent  Corporal  Hayne  and 
party  to  recover  the  horses.  Only  one  was  found,and  the  Indian  who  had  it  in  posses- 
lion,  drew  a  knife  and  endeavored  to  prevent  the  recovery  of  the  h(TPe— be  was 
backed  up  by  a  large  number  of  others  and  it  was  necessary  for  Corporal  Hayne  to 
obtain  assistance  from  Sergeant  Brrmner  at  Stand  Off,  before  the  horse  could  be 
taken  away.  Corporal  Ha^ne  did  not  arrest  the  Indians  ofiending,  he  having  quite 
misunderstood  my  instructiocs  with  regard  to  the  matter*  He  returned  that  night 
with  the  recovered  horses,  and  laid  an  information  against  the  Indians  who  resisted 
him.  I  sent  Sergeant  Jones  out  at  1 1  o'clock  that  night,  with  a  party  often  men  to 
lie  near  the  reserve  until  dawn  and  then  steal  into  camp  and  efiect  the  capture. 
Sergeant  Jooes  examined  the  whole  camp  but  could  not  find  the  Indians  wanted. 
It  was  ascertained  afterwards  that  an  Indian  saw  the  paity  crossing  the  Belly  River 
Bear  Whoop-up,  and  saddling  a  horse,  galloped  an  fa*»t  as  he  could  to  the  reserve,  and 
warned  the  Indians,  who  immediately  started  for  the  United  States. 

A  man  named  Peck  came  in  from  Montana  on  the  1st  April,  and  reported  that 
live  horses  were  stolen  from  him  by  Blood  Indians,  south  of  the  boundary  lino.  I 
sent  Sergeants  fiobinson  and  Mongean  with  two  parties  to  recover  the  hort-es,  the 
former  went  to  the  Blood  Beserve  and  the  latter  proceeded  to  the  St.  Mary's,  where 
Bome  horses  were  reported  to  have  been  left  by  some  Indians.  Sergeant  Bobinson 
reoofered  the  horses,  but  the  Icdians  could  not  be  identified. 

On  the  16th  April  I  sent  Corporal  Hayne  to  the  Blood  Reserve  to  look  for 
horses  supposed  to  be  stolen  from  the  Medicine  Hat  Racohe  Co.  Most  of  the  horses 
were  subsequently  found  grasing  on  the  reserve,  they  had  doubtless  been  stolen  by 
the  Indians,  but  as  usual  they  had  turned  them  loose 

Friday,  6th  May.  three  Bloods,  named  respectively  Wolf,  Bird  and  I^i^Ot 
were  arrested  in  the  valley  below  Lethbridge  for  being  drunk  and  disorderly.  They 
were  brought  before  me  and  Insp^tor  Likely,  J.  P.,  the  next  day,  and  sentenced  to 
one  month's  imprisonment  with  hard  labor.  It  was  impossible  for  us  to  find  out 
the  names  or  descriptions  of  the  parties  who  sold  them  the  liquor;  it  was  found 
that  one  of  the  Rquaws  had  obtained  it  for  them,  but  she  could  not  be  induced  to  tell 
where  she  got  it,  her  statement  being  that  she  had  found  it  in  the  bush. 

During  the  year,  several  saloon  and  restaurant  keepers  in  Lethbridge  were 
brought  before  me,  for  having  liauor  illegally  in  their  possession,  and  a  few  before 
Inspector  Likely,  J. P.  Returns  or  these  cases  will  be  made  to  you  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  division  stationed  at  Lethbridge,  from  the  crime  book  of  that  poet. 

On  the  2bth  May,  two  American  deserters  from  Fort  Shaw,  Montana,  arrived  at 
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Lethbrid^e  and  handed  over  to  the  Police  a  bn(?<(y  and  Bpan^of  horses  which  they 
had  obtained  from  a  livery  stable  keeper  at  Sao  River  Crossing,  Montana.  I  was 
not  in  barracks  at  the  time,  and  as  it  was  not  suspected  that  the  property  had  been 
stolen,  the  deserters  were  allowed  to  depart. 

On  the  39th  May  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Sheriff  at  San  Biver,  request- 
ing me  to  detain  the  men  as  the  property  had  been  stolen.  I  caused  them  to  be 
arrested.  One  of  the  men  turned  out  to  oe  a  civilian,  who  was  employed  as  post 
tailor  at  Fort  Shaw.  The  sheriff  and  owner  of  the  horses  arrived  next  day,  and  a 
hearing  was  given.  Mr.  Justice  Macleod  dismissed  the  charge  against  the  accused, 
and  the  property  was  given  up  to  the  owner.  It  appears  the  horses  were  hired 
ostensibly  to  take  the  men  to  Benton,  but  were  not  used  for  that  purpose. 

A  man  named  Jeffery,  who  had  been  cook  in  the  Macleod.  Hotel,  Macleod,  was 
arrested  on  the  night  of  the  15th  July,  for  attempting  to  commit  suicide.  I  held  an 
investigation,  which  resulted  in  showing  that  the  prisoner  had  not  attempted  to 
commit  suicide.  He  was  examined  by  Dr.  Newburn,  and  nroved  to  have  been 
drinking  heavily  before  coming  to  town,  and  was  still  suffaring  from  the  effects  of 
his   probnged   spree.    I  therefore  detained  him  for  a  few  days,  and  discharged  him. 

OBIMB,   KOOTENAT  DISTRICT,   B.C. 

There  has  been  very  little  crime  in  Kootenay  District  since  the  arrival  of  this 
division.  As  already  reported,  I  was  directed  to  take  over  Kapla,  an  Indian,  who 
had  been  arrested  by  Provincial  Commissioner  Anderson,  last  spring,  on  suspicion  of 
having  murdered  two  miners,  named  Kemp  and  Hylton,  but  who  had  been  taken 
from  the  loek-up  by  Chief  Isadore  of  the  Kootenay  tribe,  assisted  by  a  considerable 
number  of  his  men.  On  arrival  in  the  district  of  Assistant  Commissioner  Herchoaer, 
North  West  Mounted  Police,  A.  W.  Vowell,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  Gold  Com- 
missioner, and  Dr.  Powell,  Senior  Indian  Commissioner,  B.C.,  who  were  appointed 
by  the  Government  as  commissioners  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  trouble  in  this 
district.  Chief  Isadore  promised  to  hand  the  prisoners  over  to  the  North-West 
Mounted  Police  on  their  arrival.  I  arrived  with  the  division  on  the  Ist  August,  and 
on  the  20th  Isadore  visited  the  camp  and  was  directed  by  me  to  hand  over  Eap\a 
and  another  Indian  named  Isadore,  who  was  also  suspected  of  being  an  aooomplice 
of  Kapla's.  The  chief  handed  them  over  to  Provincial  Commissioner  Anderson  bj 
my  directions,  the  lock-up  at  the  old  camp  being  safer  than  one  of  our  tents.  I  went 
up  to  Wild  Horse  Camp  on  the  26th  August,  and  caused  the  Indians  to  be  brought 
before  me,  read  the  charge  and  remand^  them  for  eight  days,  until  Commissioner 
Anderson  could  produce  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution.  1  then  concluded  that  it 
would  be  better  to  keep  the  prisoners  at  our  own  camp,  and  caused  them  to  be 
removed  there  forthwith.  The  prisoners  were  brought  before  me  again  on  the  2Dd 
September,  and  some  witnesses  examined.  Commissioner  Anderson  then  asked  for 
another  remand  of  three  days,  which  was  granted.  On  the  1st  September,  two 
Indian  boys,  named  Eneas  and  Baptiste,  who  were  supposed  to  have  been  with  the 
prisoners  at  the  time  of  the  murder,  were  arrested  and  kept  in  dose  confinement 
without  being  permitted  to  see  any  one.    On  the  6th  September,  the  accnaed  wero 

Xin  brought  before  me,  and  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  witnesses,  were  dis- 
rged.    There  was  no  evidence  of  any  consequence,  the  only  evidence  showing 
that  they  had  passed  along  the  trail  some  days  luoer  the  white  men. 

The  accused  in  their  statement  merely  said  they  were  not  guilty.  The  boy& 
who  were  said  to  have  been  with  them,  denied  all  knowledge  of  the  afifair,  and  showed 
that  they  had  been  elsewhere  at  the  time  of  the  murder. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  murder  caae  ought  to 
have  been  attended  to  immediately  after  the  occurrence.  It  does  not  seem  strange 
that  the  muider  was  committed  on  the  trail  between  here  and  the  Canadian  Padfio 
Bailway,  especially  as  it  was  at  that  time  travelled  by  bad  characters,  either  making 
for  the  railway  which  was  then  under  construction,  and  proved  a  fruitful  field  for 
gamblers,  whiskey  poddlars,  and  every  class  of  criminal  let  loose  upon  Canada  by  the 
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completion  of  niimeroas  lines  of  railway  in  the  United  States,  or  escaping  from  jas* 
lice  in  Canada.  Bat  it  seems  very  strange,  that  in  a  country  fall  of  Jastices  ot  the 
Peace,  that  two  respectable  miners,  with  a  oonniderable  sam  of  money  in  their  posses- 
sion, were  murdered,  and  no  steps  taken  to  hold  an  inquest  at  the  time,  bury  the  re* 
mains  of  th^  poor  fellows,  or  bring  the  murderers  to  justice.  It  is  often  difficult  to 
bring  criminals  to  justice  when  the  case  is  taken  up  at  once,  how  much  more  diffi- 
cult must  it  be  to  do  so,  when  the  affair  is  allowed  to  rest  for  three  years.  I  feel 
certain  that  if  £apla  and  Isadore  committed  the  crime,  evidence  could  have  been 
obtained  at  the  time  to  convict  them.  Now,  the  Indians  are  aware  of  the  effort  made, 
and  have  effectually  screened  the  accused.  However,  it  is  possible  that  the  murder 
was  committed  by  whites  passing  JEilong  the  trail,  the  miners  were  camped  near  it, 
and  with  the  usual  simplicity  of  that  class,  may  have  stated  how  much  money  they 
had,  or  it  may  have  been  generally  known  and  thus  excited  the  cupidity  of  some  of 
the  many  bad  characters  constantly  moving  along  the  trail  in  either  direction. 

I  will  endeavor  during  the  winter  to  obtain  some  clue.  I  have  been  constantly 
endeavoring  to  do  so,  but  without  success. 

Chief  Isadore,  on  the  occasion  of  the  departure  of  Father  Fouquet  for  another 
field  of  labor,  came  to  the  Police  camp  with  him  and  requested  him  to  read  the  fol low- 
ing petition  to  me. 

"  KooTENAY,  B.C.,  4th  November,  1887. 

'<  Gentlemen, — Before  leaving,  I  address  you  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  the  Indians 
agreeably  to  'the  wishes  of  Chief  isadore,  who  gave  for  reason  of  his  wish,  the  confi- 
denoe  he  had  in  you. 

<*  During  the  thirteen  years  I  have  resided  here,  I  have  always  found  the  Eoote 
nays  anxious  to  live  on  good  terms  with  the  whites.  It  has  been  always  my  per- 
sonal opinion  that  although  a  brave  and  cool  race,  they  would  not  go  to  war  unless 
forced  into  it 

"  The  first  few  years  I  was  here,  there  had  not  been  a  case  of  drunkenness,  and 
only  four  or  five  cases  of  light  drinking  known  amongst  the  Kootenays.  Not  one 
case  of  robbery  of  any  importance  was  heard  of.  But  since  the  buffalo  hunting  has 
ceased,  the  Indians  here  have  mixed  more  with  Chinamen  and  whites,  and  since  the 
authority  of  the  chiefs  have  been  lessened  by  various  causes,  the  last  four  or  five 
jears  there  has  been  too  many  cases  of  drunkenness  and  gambling  heard  of,  and  some 
with  shooting  and  fighting ;  half-breeds,  whiteraen  and  Chinamen  have  been  gambling 
with  the  Indians  or  supplying  them  with  liquor. 

"  It  is  my  personal  opinion  that  the  missionaries  having  no  influence  over  these 
unscrupulous  whitemen,  half-breeds  and  Chinamen,  will  not  be  able  to  stop  their 
evils,  unless  the  Government  checks  these  whitemen  or  Chinamen,  and  compels  the 
Indians  to  say  from  whom  they  got  the  liquor. 

"1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

"Tour  obedient  servant, 

**  L.  FOUQUBT, 

'*To  the  officer  of  the  North  West  Mounted  Police, 
"Kootenay,  B.C." 


I  replied  that  I  was  gratified  to  hear  the  chief  was  anxious  to  have  such  irregu- 
larities prevented  and  that  the  Police  were  anxious  to  prevent  them,  but  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  h'^admen  to  report  any  Indian  who  was  drunk,  for  no  matter 
how  complete  a  supervision  we  had,  the  scattered  situation  of  the  tribe  prevented 
us  from  seeing  as  much  of  it  as  the  headoaen.  I  advised  them  to  avoid  those 
crimes,  and  told  them  that  in  the  event  of  any  Indian  being  found  drunk,  he  would 
be  severelv  punished,  and  the  full  benefit  of  the  law  meted  out  to  the  parties  who 
supplied  them  with  the  liquor. 
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From  what  1  can  learn  drunkeDness  is  not  at  all  common  among  the  Kootenays,. 
occasioDally  one  of  them  gets  hold  of  some  liqaor,  bat  as  a  rale  the  whites  are  afraid 
to  sapply  them,  as  they  are  so  apt  to  expose  themselves  to  people  who  woald  proceed 
against  the  seller. 

INDIANS,  MiOLBOD   DISTRICT,   N.W.T. 

The  Indians  in  the  portion  of  the  Macleod  District,  in  which  this  division  was 
stationed  are  the  Bloods  and  Piegans,  of  the  Blackfoot  nation.  They  are  on  separate 
reserves.  The  Bloods  are  of  a  more  restless  nature  than  the  Piegans,  and  less  law  aUd- 
inff.  The  yoang  men  and  many  of  the  middle  aged  ones,  are  never  so  well  pleased  as 
when  roaming  about  the  country,  when  they  are,  and  justly,  looked  upon  with  sus- 
picion by  the  settlers.  These  Indians  keep  us  in  constant  watchfulness.  Daring  the 
portion  of  the  summer  I  spent  in  that  district,  Americans  were  constantly  complain- 
ing of  the  depredations  of  the  young  men  of  the  band.  A  constant  supervision  had 
to  be  exercised  over  them,  and  although  there  were  200  men  in  the  district,  it  was 
found  that  even  that  number  were  not  sufficient.  It  would  appear  that  three  divisioas 
would  be  little  enough.  The  craftiness  oi  these  people  makes  it  difficult  to  watch 
their  movements. 

From  my  experience  of  the  Bloods,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
a  firm  hand  upon  them,  their  constant  attempts,  sometimes  succesfal,  to  go  into  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  horses  from  both  whites  and  IndiaQs  make^ 
it  necessary  that  the  superintendents  in  the  Force  should  have  the  powers  of  commis- 
sioners of  police,  and  the  North- West  Acts  should  make  these  powers  sufficiently 
great  to  enable  the  officer  in  possesbion  of  them  to  inflict  a  severe  punishment  upon 
noise  thieves,  and  other  criminals. 

There  are  frequent  instances  of  horses  being  stolen  by  the  Tndians  fVom  a  long 
distance  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  summary  justice  is  required  to  save 
the  owners  of  the  stock  from  the  often  great  expense  and  inconvenience  of  oomiog 
back  to  prosecute  if  a  commital  is  made,  and  besides  a  summary  punishment  would 
have  a  greater  effect  upon  the  Indians  than  if  the  criminals  had  to  remain  in  jail  for 
weekp,  or  perhaps  months,  awaiting  trial.  The  country  is  so  large  and  settling  up 
so  fast  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  jadgee  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  upon  ev^-y 
case,  which  may  turn  up,  between  the  usual  sittings  of  the  District  Court. 

The  Piegan  Indians  are,  as  before  mentioned,  much  quieter  and  law  abiding  than 
the  Bloods.  During  the  past  spring  and  summer  very  feW  complaints  were  made 
against  them* 

During  the  stay  of  the  division  in  Macleod  District,  Mr.  Pocklington,  the  Indian 
Agent  there,  gave  the  police  very  valuable  assistance  when  it  was  necessary  for  them 
to  visit  the  reserves  on  duty. 

INDIANS,  KOOTKNAT,   B.  C. 

The  Indians  in  this  district  are  the  Eootenays  (Upper  and  Lower,)  and 
ShuBwaps. 

The  Upper  Eootenays  have  their  reservation  on  the  north  side  of  the  St  Mary's 
River  and  at  Tobacco  Plains.  The  Lower  Eootenays  are  on  the  Lower  Eootenay 
Biver  near  the  Eootenay  Lake. 

The  Shuswaps  have  their  reservation  at  the  Columbia  Lakes.  The  Uppper 
Eootenays  and  Shuswaps  are  horse  Indians,  the  Lower  Eootenays  canoe  Indiana. 

During  last  winter  the  whites  of  this  district  were  thrown  into  a  state  of  alarm 
by  the  action  of  Isadore,  bead  chief  of  the  Upper  Eootenays,  in  forcibly  releaaing 
from  gaol  an  Indian  named  Eapla,  who  had  been  arrested  a  short  time  before  by 
Provincial  Commissioner  Anderson. 

This  action  of  Isadore  showed  the  whites,  that  although  the  Indians  had  up  to 
that  time  abstained  from  any  hostility,  they  did  not  do  so  through  fear  ot  ooo- 
sequences.    It  was  evident  to  all  that  the  whites  had  been  here  on  sufferance.     A 


Digitized  by 


Google 


63 


meeting  of  the  white  settlers  was  held,  the  sitaation  discnssed  and  the  deoision  arrived 
at  that  Provinoial  Ck)mmi88ioDer  Anderson  and  the  Honorable  F.  W.  Alymer  were  ta 
leave  the  country  temporarily. 

Mr.  Anderson  had  bees  Commissioner  of  the  district  for  some  years  ;*Mr.  Alymer 
had  been  working  at  his  profession  as  a  sarveyor  and  civil  engineer.  It  appears 
that  Isadore  was  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Alymer  had  been  taking  up  land  all 
over  the  country,  and  the  chief  pretended  that  he  thought  no  land  would  be  left  for 
the  Indians.  No  doubt  this  was  a  very  lame  excuse,  as  the  chief  well  knew  that  he 
and  his  tribe  had  a  reserve,  which  had  previous  to  this  time  been  laid  off  by  Mr. 
O'Heilly,  a  Commissioner  appointed  by  the  Government  for  that  purpose. 

The  action  of  the  white  settlers  in  directing  Mr.  Alymer  and  Commissioner 
Anderson  to  leave  the  country  no  doubt  gave  the  Indians  a  greater  opinion  of  their 
powers  and  caused  many  to  bie  verv  independent  in  their  bearing  towards  the  whites, 
and  commit  some  petty  offSences  which  they  would  never  have  done  if  the  whites  had 
simply  remained  at  theii  work  and  shown  no  signs  of  fear. 

With  a  few  exceptions  the  whites  here  are  afraid  of  the  Indians  as  a  body.  The 
scattered  nature  of  the  settlements  leaves  them  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Indians  if  hostile.  But  the  Shuswape,  and  many  cf  the  Kootenays,  are  too  well  off 
to  provoke  trouble,  knowing,  as  many  of  them  do,  what  the  consequences  would  be. 
But  many  of  the  young  men  of  these  tribes  have  no  property,  and  are  ready  at  any 
time  to  take  advanutage  of  the  absence  of  legal  power.  They,  as  much  as  most 
younff  Indians,  require  to  be  dealt  with  firmly  and  taught  to  respect  the  law.  But 
this  they  cannot  possibly  be  taught  while  onlv  half  civilized  if  that  power  is  repre- 
sented by  one  constable,  who  is  obliged  to  call  into  requisition  the  services  of  the 
settlers,  who  desire  to  live  on  peaceable  terms  with  the  Indians,  and  therefore  object 
to  being  called  upon  as  special  constables  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  arrest. 
An  Indian  cannot  understand  the  employment  of  special  constables ;  it  seems  strange 
to  him  that  settlers  who  are  earning  a  livelihood  by  the  same  means  as  he,  can  be 
brought  to  arrest  him  for  any  offence,  and  until  he  is  more  civilized  it  would  appear 
that  the  district  should  have  four  or  five  constables,  to  make  arrests  when  required. 

Shortly  after  I  arrived  here,  Chief  Isadore  came  to  see  me,  and  stated  that  he 
was  informed  by  whites  and  Chinamen,  that  the  Police  came  here  with  hostile 
intentions  towards  the  Indians.  I  informed  him  that  such  was  not  the  case,  that 
I  came  here  to  maintain  law  and  order,  both  whites  and  Indians  were  all  the  same 
to  us,  and  would  be  fairly  treated,  but  that  any  breach  of  the  law,  would  be  severely 
dealt  with,  no  matter  who  the  offender  might  be.  I  told  the  chief  to  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  any  atatements  made  to  him  by  anyone,  if  they  were  to  the  effect  that 
hostility  towards  the  Indians  was  the  feeling  of  the  Police. 

Before  going  he  promised  to  inform  me  if  anyone  attempted  to  stir  up  touble 
between  the  whites  and  Indians. 

On  the  22nd  September,  three  Commissioners,  viz.,  Hon.  Mr.  Yemen,  Dr. 
Powell,  Indian  Commissioner,  and  Mr.  O'Reilly,  came  to  the  district  to  make  an 
inspection  of  the  Indian  reserves,  and  allot  to  them  some  more  land  if  necessary. 
The  Indians  at  this  time  were  away  at  Sand  Point,  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Eailway^ 
and  the  Commissioners  were  unable  to  meet  ihem,  which  was  unfortunate,  the 
Indians  being  well  awaie  that  such  arrangements  are  usually  made  at  a  Council. 

The  Commissioners  on  leaving  wrote  requesting  me  to  read  their  decision  to 
Isadore  and  the  Kootenays  on  their  return  from  Sand  Point.  I  met  Isadore  on  the 
5th  November,  the  first  opportunity  which  had  offered,  and  asked  him  to  meet  me 
on  Monday  the  7th  with  as  many  of  his  Indians  as  possible.  He  came  on  Monday 
with  a  number  of  his  headmen,  and  a  few  otheis,  explaining  that  the  remainder 
were  at  the  fall  hunt. 

I  read  the  proclamation  and  informed  them  that  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
Commissioners  was  irrevocable  and  that  the  quantity  of  land  given  to  them,  was  all 
that  they  required.  The  chief  objected  to  giving  up  the  land  belonging  to  Colonel 
Baker,  which  he  said  he  had  occupied  years  before  any  whites  came.  I  replied  that 
it  must  be  given  up  on  receipt  of  the  value  of  ihe  improvements  as  arranged  by  th  e 
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Commisfiiooers.  He  then  said,  that,  of  coarse,  he  had  to  obey  their  decision  and 
requested  that  an  irrigating  ditoh  be  dag  for  his  own  land. 

I  reported  the  result  of  ihe  interview  to  the  Commissioners  through  Dr.  Powell, 
sen.,  Indian  Commissioner.^ 

The  Indians  have  a  very  good  feeling  towards  the  division.  The  behavior  of 
the  men  towards  them  has  won  their  respect. 

The  chief  of  the  Shuswap  Indians  is  Matheas,  a  very  good  Indian,  indostrious 
And  well  disposed. 

The  Indians  here  are  more  industrious  and  moral  than  any  in  the  North  West, 
except  perhaps  the  Mountain  Stonies. 

All  immoral  conduct  if  detected,  is  punished  summarily  by  flogging. 

I  beg  to  state  that  it  is  my  opinioo  from  careful  observation,  that  if  the  waggon 
road  is  completed,  a  competent  magistrate,  and  half  a-dozen  selected  constables  ap- 
pointed, men  who  will  firmly  and  impartially  do  their  duty,  the  district  can  do  with- 
out auy  other  force. 

The  completion  of  the  waggon  road  by  next  autumn  will  enable  troops  to  move 
in,  if  any  sign  of  discontent  is  shown  among  the  Indians. 

In  addition  to  the  waggon  road,  a  telegraph  line  would  be  a  great  advantage,  one 
of  the  constables  being  employed  as  operator  nere. 

It  would  no  doubt  be  unadvisable  to  take  the  Police  out  of  the  district  before 
their  influence  has  been  sufficiently  felt;  such  action  might  cause  the  Indiana  to 
think  the  Police  were  either  afraid,  or  unable  to  maintain  themselves,  so  far  from 
supplies,  and  they  would  become  saucier  than  ever.  Bat  a  stay  of  12  months  will  have 
paved  the  way  for  a  less  expensive  maintenance  of  law  and  order. 

B  VBRACKS,  LlTHSaiDGE,  N.  W.  T. 

The  barracks  at  Leth bridge  were  commenced  last  autumn^  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Henderson,  Clerk  of  Works,  Pablio  Works  Department. 

The  division  moved  into  them  oa  the  2l<)t  January,  and  although  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  the  plastering  could  not  be  done,  the  other  work  had  been 
performed  so  well,  that  the  rooms  were  quite  comfortable. 

The  stables  under  construction  were  for  only  forty  horses,  which  made  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  utilize  the  old  stable  obtained  from  the  North- West  Coal  and  Navi- 
gation Co.,  which  contained  37  horses. 

During  the  winter  an  ice  house  was  built  by  the  men  at  a  very  small  cosL  A 
corral  for  the  hay  was  constructed  by  the  division  carpenter,  in  time  for  the  stack- 
ing of  the  hay  required. 

The  buildings  occupied  by  the  division  while  at  Macleod,  were  not  to  be  oom- 
'  pared  with  those  at  Lethbridge,  being  of  less  substantial  workmanship,  aod  much 
colder  even  with  lath  and  pla^^ter,  than  those  at  Lethbridge  without. 

V 
B\RRACK8,  KOOTKNAY,  B.  0. 

Oi3  the  arrival  of  the  Division  here,  I  detailed  all  available  men  to  get  out  timb^ 
for  quarters,  which  are  now  occupied  and  completed.  They  are  constructed  of  logs 
oi  yellow  pine,  partly  hewn,  sheeted  and  flx>red  with  common  lumber,  and  roofeid 
with  shakes  (an  unshaved  shingle  3  feet  in  length). 

The  buildings  consist  of  a  barrack  building  for  the  men,  containing  two  large 
rooms,  separated  by  a  passage  and  large  enough  to  contain  the  whole  dividon  with- 
out crowding. 

A  stable  for  75  horses,  with  saddle  and  harness  room,  under  the  same  roof; 
hospital  40  by  25 j  quarters  for  the  officers,  25  by  50;  guard  room,  cells,  casualty 

*  ^oTi.— (The  arrtngements  have  since  been  completed  satiafactorilj.) 
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gtore  and  orderly  room  in  one  building,  25  by  50 ;  sergeants  mess  room,  kitchen  and 
Btaff-sergeant's  quarters  in  one  bnildiog,  25  by  50 ;  quartermaster'ei  store,  60  by  25; 
shoeing  smiths'  and  carpenters*  and  saddlers'  shops  40  by  25.  The  buildings  are  nine 
feet  to  the  eaves,  with  a  roof  of  a  quarter  pitch. 

The  work  of  erecting  these  quarters  nas  been  very  hard,  the  timber  is  very 
heavy,  and  had  to  be  hauled  a  considerable  distance,  about  fourteen  hundred  logs  of 
various  sizes,  some  as  much  as  30  feet  in  leogth,  and  none  under  20  feet,  had  to  be 
cat,  hauled,  and  rolled  up.  The  non-commissioned  officers  and  constables  worked 
well ;  the  quarters  they  have  constructed  are,  witl\outeiception,the  host  log  houses 
I  have  seen  for  years.  In  addition  to  the  buildings  a  root  house  and  latrines  have 
been  constructed  on  suitable  situations. 

The  shakes  used  for  the  roof  wore  in  part  split  by  the  men,  partly  by  others. 
Mr.  Cowan  who  took  the  contract  agreed  to  furnish  them  at  less  than  half  price,  if 
eome  of  the  men  were  allowed  to  assist  him.  I  permitted  this,  obtaining  the  shakes 
at  almost  one-third  the  price.  The  lumber  is  the  only  expensive  mpterial  used 
which  could  not  be  avoided,  owing  to  lack  of  competition. 

I  directed  Assistant  Surgeon  Par^  to  examine  the  building ;  he  reported  them 
to  be  sufficiently  well  ventilated,  and  quite  comfortable  enough  for  winter  quarters. 

In  the  event  of  these  quarters  being  vacated  in  the  spring  and  still  retained  by 
the  Department,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Provincial  officer  or  some  other  reipon- 
eible  person,  be  placed  in  charge  of  them  so  that  they  may  be  ready  for  occupation  if 
required. 

SUPPLY,  rEBIoftTINO,  &0. 

A  sufficient  quantity  of  beef,  potatoes  and  fuel  is  obtained  here,  of  good  quality 
and  at  reasonable  prices.  Twenty-two  thousand  pounds  of  oata  have  been  purchased 
from  Colonel  Baker.  The  hay  is. of  poor  quality,  and  costs  from  920  to  (25  per  ton, 
as  there  is  not  enoagh  of  it  the  horses  will  have  to  remain  on  the  range  until  the  1st 
January.  The  remainder  of  the  supplies  are  sent  from  the  east.  The  difficulty  of 
getting  a  sufficient  quantity  delivered  here  is  very  great. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  division  at  Golden,  the  steamer  <<  Dachess  " 
navigating  the  Columbia  from  Qolden  to  Columbia  Lakes  (eiffh'y  miles)  capsized 
with  a  load,  the  principal  part  of  which  belonged  to  the  Force.  Very  little  was  reco- 
vered, and  the  boat  lost  6  trips,  which  caused  great  inconvenience  to  the  Police  and 
pnblio  alike.  The  boat  was  raised  after  considerable  delay  and  continued  making 
frequent  trips,  about  three  in  a  fortnight,  to  Sam's  Landing,  Upper  Columbia  Lake. 
Oq  the  20th  August  the  water  became  low,  and  the  boat  was  unable  to  come  higher 
than  Ohaucey's,  eight  miles  below  Windemere. 

Two  other  trips  were  made  to  that  place,  and  then  it  was  impossible  for  the  boat 
to  get  higher  than  Spellnmaoheen,  a  point  about  40  miles  from  Golden.  As  soon  as 
the  boat  ceased  to  reach  Sam's  Landing  it  was  necessary  to  employ  small  boats  to 
bring  the  freight  to  there,  and  detail  men  of  the  division  to  each  landing  to  take 
charge  of  and  forward  the  freight  by  small  boats  to  that  place,  from  which  it  was 
neeessary  to  hire  freighters  to  freight  it  to  Geary's  store  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
upper  lake,  a  distance  of  16  miles  from  Geary's ;  the  greater  part  of  it  was  brought 
across  the  lake  in  small  boats  to  Canal  Flat,  16  miles,  and  the  remainder  was  freighted 
by  the  pack  train  to  the  same  place,  both  routes  had  to  boused,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  obtain  enough  of  either  class  of  freighters  to  enable  me  to  use  either  one  or  the 
other  exclusively. 

From  Canal  Flat,  four  Police  teams,  the  pack  anitnals  of  the  Force,  and  some 
teams  belonging  to  Mr.  Mather,  brought  the  freight  to  Kootenay  Camp. 

Before  the  steamer  ceased  to  run  to  Sam's  Landing,  Messrs.  Galbraith  Bros,  and 
Mathers  brought  some  of  the  freight  throogh  from  the  Landing  to  here,  and  for  some 
time  our  pack  train  was  employed  in  packing  from  the  Landing  to  Canal  Flat,  where 
they  met  three  of  our  teams,  once  a  week,  and  loadei  them  up,  the  teams  coming  to 
this  place,  the  packers  returninir  for  another  load. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  whole  of  the  supplies  not  yet  here  are  at  Geary's  Landing  and  a  couple  of 
the  men  are  in  charge.  There  are  still  some  60  tons  to  oome  in,  which  will  meet 
certainly  keep  all^the  available  transport  busy  antil  the  Ist  Januaiy. 

The  lakes  having  frozen  np,  the  pack  train  will  have  to  transport  all  the  freight 
left  at  Geary's  to  Canal  Fiat,  from  whence  our  teams  and  two  of  Mr.  Galbraith*6  will 
haul  it  to  hero.  The  difficulties  to  contend  with  to  ^et  supplies  in  cannot  be  over- 
rated. The  whole  transport  of  the  district  consists  of  four  Police  teams  and  waggons, 
and  6  or  7  belonging  to  settlers,  and  the  Police  pack  train.  Messrs.  Gkilbraith's  pack 
train  was  laid  up  for  the  winter.  'It  did  us  good  service  in  the  early  part  or  the 
season,  but  having  been  constantly  at  work  for  more  than  6  months  the  mules  and 
horses  can  do  no  more,  the  greater  part  of  winter  supplies  for  the  iettlement  had  to 
be  brought  in  by  them,  as  well  as  a  large  quantity  for  the  Police. 

The  delay  in  the  construction  of  the  wagffon  road  has  caused  this  almost  endless 
trouble.  The  road  was  commenced  early  in  the  spring.  The  manager  was  boilding 
it  aroucd  the  Upper  Columbia  Lake  when  some  petty  jealousies  caused  the  stoppage 
of  the  work  at  the  place  for  a  time.  One  portion  of  the  community  wished  the  road 
on  the  wcert,  the  other  on  the  east  side,  and  with  the  natural  result  that  they  have  it 
on  neither  side  as  jet.  The  manager  during  the  stoppage  of  the  work  at  the  lake, 
continued  constructing  from  the  Lake  to  Mackay's,  This  part  of  the  road  has  been 
of  great  use  to  us,  in  fact  if  it  had  not  been  buil^  I  could  not  have  got  the  supplies 
in  this  year. 

The  cost  added  to  the  freight  owing  to  the  late  arrival  of  the  supplies  has  been 
enormous,  although  the  terms  I  have  oblmined  are  lower  than  formerly  given  to  the 
settlers. 

When  the  steamer  plied  to  the  Lpper  Landing,  the  rates  were  75  cents  per 
hundred,  and  from  there  Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Mather's  brought  them  to  this  place  for 
$2  50  per  hundred,  which  is  50  cents  less  than  the  price  to  settlers  and  others.  The 
Police  waggons  and  pack  train  averaged  5,000  lbs.  a  week  while  employed. 

As  soon  as  the  steamer  ceased  running  to  the  Upper  TSam's)  Landing,  the 
small  boats,  working  from  here  to  the  landing,  had  to  be  paid  and  tne  steamboat 
people  charged  the  same  rates  as  before. 

The  average  rate  is  $6  a  hundred  to  this  place,  $1  less  than  to  the  public,  part 
of  which  is  brought  by  the  dividion  transport. 

The  rates  after  the  boat  ceased  running  to  the  Upper  Landing  are  as  follows, 
viz.: — 

Amount  by  steamboat  to  Spellumacheen,  f  cent  per  pound.. 
To  Mackay's  Landing,  by  small  boats,  1^  cent  per  pound. 
From  Mackay's  to  Geary's,  by  waggons,  1^  cent  per  pound. 
From  Gea? y's,  by  small  boats,  to  Canal  Flat.  ^  cent  per  pound. 

From  Canal  Flat  by  hired  teams  to  here,  2  cents  per  pound.  Oar  own  teams 
saving  those  rates  on  5,000  pounds  a  week. 

in  the  event  of  the  division  staying  here  another  year,  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
beef,  potatoes,  hay  and  cordwood,  and  a  far  larger  supply  of  oats  than  this  year 
could  be  obtained. 

DRILL. 

During  the  past  winter  all  rankn  of  the  division  went  through  a  course  of  drill. 

The  officers  were  instructed  in  riding,  sword,  manual  and  firing  exercises.  The 
constables  in  riding  drill,  manual  and  firing  exercises.  Inspector  Wattam  was 
instructor,  and  it  is  but  just  to  that  officer  to  say  that  his  system  was  so  good,  that 
although  the  weather  was  severe  and  the  drills  frequent,  all  ranks  took  a  great 
interest  in  them,  and  when  the  course  was  completed  reflected  great  credit  upon  their 
instructor. 

I  endeavored  to  give  the  division  a  course  of  musketry  in  May,  but  the  neces* 
sity  for  constant  patrols  and  other  duties,  compelled  me  to  give  it  up. 
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DoriDg  the  8tay  of  the  division  at  Swift  OarreDt,  all  men  not  employed  in 
patrolling  were  inatrnoted  twice  daily  in  field  movementt,  monnted,  diamoanted 
daty  and  extended  order.  Many  of  the  horses  were  remoanta,  jaat  purchased  off  the 
range,  but  they  proved  very  tractable  in  a  short  time  and  performed  their  work  very 
Batisfactorily. 

All  ranks  of  the  division  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  well  np  in  drill  and  equi- 
tation. 

orriOERs. 

I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice  Inspectors  Wood  and  Haot,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Powell  Inspector  Wood  acted  as  Adjatant  at  BCaoleod  post  until 
the  removal  of  the  division  to  L^thbridge ;  had  charge  o9f  the  outposts  and  patrols 
last  summer;  forwarded  supplies  from  Golden,  and  performed  many  other  impor- 
tant duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Inspector  Hnot  j  lined  the  division  in  Jane,  and  has  been  most  of  his  time  at  its 
headquarters ;  he  has  been  of  great  service  to  me,  both  on  the  line  of  march,  and  in 
camp  and  quarters. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Powell  has  been  very  attentive  to  the  sick  under  his  charge, 
and  prompt  to  respond  to  any  call  for  his  services. 

DISOIPLINX. 

The  discipline  of  the  division,  considering  the  varied  circumstances  under  which 
it  has  been  placed  during  the  past  year,  has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  Any 
offences  have  been,  as  a  rule,  committed  by  a  few,  who  through  some  defect  in  tem- 
per, inexperience  or  bad  habits  contracted  previous  to  their  engagement,  are  liable 
to  get  into  scrapes  at  any  time. 

The  great  majority  of  the  division  are  as  fine  and  respectable  a  body  cf  men  as 
any  one  could  desire  to  command.  They  have  strictly  attended  to  the  line  of  con- 
doct  laid  down  by  me,  with  regard  to  their  interourse  with  both  the  white  and 
ladian  population.  Not  a  single  complaint  has  been  made  againit  any  of  them,  nor 
have  I  ever  heard  anything  oUier  than  gratif^ng  to  me. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  now  serving  have  set  an  excellent  example  in 
everything,  and  used  great  tact  in  the  necessary  encouragement  of  the  men. 

DKSXBTIONS. 

On  the  13th  March  three  constables  deserted  from  Lethbridge.  As  soon  as  the 
desertions  were  known  to  have  taken  place,  I  sent  Inspector  Wood,  Sergeant  Gtordon, 
and  seven  (7)  oonstables  in  pursuit  towards  Benton.  This  party  divided,  one  keep- 
ing on  the  Benton  trail,  and  the  other  towards  the  west  end  of  Milk  Biver  Ridge. 
The  party  on  the  Benton  trail  found  the  horses  at  Eipp*s  coul^  but  all  traces  of  the 
deserters  was  there  lost,  although  the  country  was  well  examined. 

It  turned  out  afterwards  that  the  deserters,  being  recruits  and  knowing  nothing 
of  the  country,  mistook  Eipp's  GouMe  for  Milk  Biver,  and  being  afraid  to  cross, 
halted  there,  and  their  horses  got  away.  They  then  started  along  the  cou^^,  east, 
and  left  the  saddles  where  they  were  afterwards  found,  continuing  east  until  they 
were  completely  lost.  They  were  next  heard  of  in  Fort  Assiniboine,  in  a  fearful 
plight  It  was  reported  that  one  would  die,  that  one  would  lose  his  feet  and  eye- 
sight, and  the  thira  his  feet  and  hands. 

On  the  night  of  the  24  .^h  May,  three  constables  deserted  while  patrolling. 
Inspector  Lakely  had  jast  irrived,  and  he  sent  Corporal  O'Brien  in  pursuit.  The 
corporal  ^ot  on  the  trail  of  the  deserters,  and  followed  it  to  the  stopping  place  on  the 
Marias  River,  Montana.  They  had  reaohed  there  but  a  short  time  before  him,  and 
left  the  horses  and  saddles,  arms,  &c«,  in  charge  of  the  hotel-keeper. 
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Corporal  O'Brien  then  returned  to  Writing  Stone.  No  doabt  the  gold  mining 
in  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  and  the  reports  of  high  wages  on  railway  construction  in 
Montana  induced  these  men  to  desert. 

On  the  20th  March,  Saperintendent  Neale  telegraphed  me  from  Macleod,  stating 
that  one  of  his  own  and  three  of  my  men  had  deserted  on  the  pre7ious  evening.  I  sent 
Sergeants  Boby  and  Allen  with  six  men  each  to  endeavor  to  head  them  off  before 
their  arrival  at  the  lines.  But  the  deserters  had  got  too  good  a  start  and  knew  the 
country  so  well  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  so.  Inspector  Sanders  eventually 
recovered  the  horses,  saddles  and  arms,  which  had  been  taken  from  them  by  some 
Piegan  Indians. 

These  men  were  no  doubt  induced  to  so  by  a  Constable  of  '<  H "  Division 
and  one  of "  D  *'  Division.  The  former  had  been  recently  reduced  from  corporal 
for  a  breach  of  discipline,  the  latter  was  a  very  bad  character  and  had  been  trans- 
ferred from  "  0  "  to  *'  D  "  Division  the  previous  autumn  while  undergoing  a  term  of 
imprisonment  for  insubordination. 

One  constable  deserted  from  Gk>lden  while  under  sentence  of  imprisonment  for 
being  drunk  and  disorderly  in  camp,  and  another  from  this  post  on  the  17th  August, 
going  down  the  Kootenay  River  to  the  United  States  in  a  boat. 

Three  constables  deserted  from  this  post  on  the  27th  September.  Inspector  Huot 
sent  Corporal  Harrison  and  party  to  recover  the  Grovernment  property  taken  and  if 

SDSsible  capture  the  deserters.  Two  boats  belonging  to  Messrs.  Glutterbuck  and  Lees, 
nglish  tourists,  were  taken  by  the  deserters.  Corporal  Harrison  returned  fh>m  the 
United  States  on  the  2nd  October ;  he  recovered  all  the  stolen  property.  It  appears 
that  the  men  expressed  their  regret  for  their  foolish  action  and  would  have  returned 
but  were  afraid  of  the  punishment  usually  given  for  the  offence. 

Three  men  deserted  in  October,  Sergeant  Allen  and  party  were  sent  in  pursuit; 
all  Government  property  was  recovered,  but  the  men  had  crossed  the  line,  having 
pushed  the  horses  very  hard. 

The  above  is  the  largest  number  I  have  known  to  desert.  Several  of  them  were 
no  doubt  enticed  away  by  others,  as  in  almost  every  case  the  men  bitterly  regretted 
their  foolishness. 

These  desertfons  show  the  necessity  for  carrying  out  your  recommendations  of 
last  year,  that  Canadian  farmers'  sons  l>e  preferred. 


HARNasS  AND   SADDLXEY. 

The  harness  and  saddlery  on  charge  at  this  post,  consists  of  five  sets  of  heavy 
wheel  from  *'  K  "  and  one  from  "  E  "  Division,  one  light  set  of  wheel,  received  this 
year  from  headquarters,  and  one  set  heavy  lead  harness.  Fifty  new  and  fifteen  old, 
bat  good,  double  cinch  saddles,  25  Spanish  pack  saddles,  and  the  required  number  of 
saddle  blankets  and  head  collars. 

The  double  cinch  saddles  are  of  the  manufacture  of  Main  &  Winchester,  and  are 
excellent.  The  advantage  of  the  double  over  the  single  cinch  is  very  great,  espeoiaUy 
in  a  hilly  country  ;  the  former  will  never  cause  sore  backs,  unless  there  is  great 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  rider  ;  tbe  latter  frequently  does  so,  no  matter  how 
careful  he  may  be.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  in  future  no  single  cinch 
saddles  be  purchased.  The  harness,  excepting  the  light  set  of  wheel,  is  old,  but  will 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  required  until  next  autumn.  The  pack  saddles 
are  in  very  good  order.    The  stable  halters  supplied  this  year  are  first-class. 

Before  leaving  the  North- West,  five  sets  of  heavy  wheel  harness,  and  five  seta  of 
lead,  one  set  of  cart  harness,  and  nineteen  singe  cinch  saddles,  were  properly  packed, 
addressed  and  placed  in  store  at  Lethbridge,  for  transmission  to  Begina.  One  set  of 
wheel  hainess  was  transferred  to  '*  K  "  Division,  fifty  single  cinch  saddles  were 
boxed  up,  addressed  to  officer  commanding  '<  G"  Division,  and  placed  in  charge  of 
the  officer  commanding  at  Calgary. 
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WAGOONSy  ftO. 


The  vehicles  on  charge  in  this  district  consist  of  five  heavy  wagrgons,  four  re- 
ceived from  **  K  "  and  one  from  "  £  "  Division,  and  one  doable  backboard  received 
from  headquarters  in  September.  These  are  all  in  fair  order  and  have  stood  remark- 
ably well  the  roogh  roads  of  this  section,  and  a  frreat  deal  oi  anavoidableroagh  usage. 

On  leaving  Lethbridge,  I  transferred  to  "  K  "  Division  at  that  post,  nine  heavy 
waggots,  one  heavy  spring  waggon,  and  one  doable  backboard,  all  in  first-class  order. 

I  took  over  from  that  Division  four  heavy  waggons  in  good  order.  This  transfer 
was  unavoidable,  as  it  was  necessary  that  I  should  march  to  Swift  Current  at  once, 
aDd  all  my  waggons  being  out  at  the  relief  of  my  outposts  I  was  obliged  to  take  the 
only  waggons  available  at  the  time. 

HBALTH. 

Mountain  fever  broke  out  in  the  Division  about  the  first  of  Augu.qt,  and  before  it 
was  finally  subdued  three  of  the  best  men  in  the  Division,  Eegimental  No.  1^48,  Con- 
fitable  Iiazenby,  fiegimental  No.  1788,  Constable  Mason,  and  Begimental  No.  1789, 
Constable  Fisher,  succumbed  to  the  disease. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Powell  was  attacked  by  the  fever  on  the  24th  September,  and 
fortunately,  Dr.  Powell  senior,  Indian  Commissioner  for  British  Columbia,  was  in 
the  district  and  kindly  volunteered  his  services  to  the  Division.  He  remained  until 
the  lOtb  October,  when  Assistant  Surgeon  Par6  having  arrived  from  Calgary,  repor- 
ted for  duty. 

Dr.  Powell's  kindness  and  strict  attention  to  the  sick,  is  remembered  with  grati- 
tude by  all,  especially  as  it  was  well  known  that  he  had  urgent  matters  calling  him 
elsewhere. 

Dr.  Pai^  worked  very  hard  after  his  arrival,  and  completely  subdued  the  disease. 
I  beg  respectfully  to  recommend  him  to  your  favorable  notice  ;  his  energy,  ability 
and  kindness  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  came  under  his  care. 

As  soon  as  Assistant  Surgeon  Powell  became  well  enough  to  return  to  duty,  I 
permitted  Assistant  Surgeon  Par6  to  depart. 

Further  particulars  to  be  foand  in  Assistant  Surgeon  Powell's  report  herein 
enclosed. 

CLOTHING. 

The  clothing  of  this  year  is,  on  the  whole,  superior  to  that  of  last.  The  tunics, 
riding  breeches,  underclothing,  overshirts,  stockings,  socks,  hghlows,  mitts,  forage 
caps  and  watch  coats  are  good.  Biding  breeches  better  cut  and  forage  caps  of  a 
better  shape  than  the  previous  issue.  The  mocassins  are  of  poor  quality,  and  the 
fatigue  suits  of  too  light  material  for  the  rough  work  required.  The  boots  are  better 
than  formerly,  being  sewn,  but  the  soles  are  not  quite  strong  enough. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  cease  issuing  buffalo  coats  to  the  Force,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  a  coat  be  issued  of  the  style  called  a  pea  jacket,  such  as  has  been  and  now  is 
frequently  worn  by  the  officers  and  sergeants,  but  of  the  same  material  as  that  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  blue  cloth  cloaks. 

In  1884  the  men  employed  in  the  mountains  were  permitted  to  purchase  and 
wear  pea  Jackets,  furnished  with  the  regalation  brass  button,  it  having  been  found 
that  the  bufiPalo  coats  were  too  clumsy  for  active  work  either  mounted  or  dismounted  ; 
a  pea  jacket  of  the  above  description  would,  if  worn  with  a  mufiler,  be  just  as  suit- 
able for  prairie  work  as  the  buffalo  coat. 

From  careful  observation  and  evidence  taken  by  your  orders  last  summer,  it  has 
been  clearly  shewn  that  the  grey  cloaks  are  not  fit  for  our  service,  and  the  blue 
cloth  cloaks  previously  issued  are  suited  in  every  way,  being  more  durable,  impervious 
to  rain,  and  far  better  in  appearance  than  the  grey. 
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ARMS  AND  AOOOUTRIMSNTS. 


Before  leaviDff  Lethbridge,  20  carbines  and  12  Adams  revolvers  were  plaoed  in 
chests,  and  tamedinto  store  for  transmission  to  Begins  to  be  repaired. 

The  Winchester  carbine  has,  after  a  fair  trial,  proved  to  be  too  weak  for  tbe 
rough  usage  which  it  mast  necessarily  receive  in  aPorce  which,  one  may  say,  is 
constantly  undergoing  the  rough  work  of  a  campaign. 

If  a  horse  falls,  with  the  carbine  on  the  saddle,  or  a  man  is  thrown  with  it  in 
his  hand,  it  is  generally  broken,  no  less  than  four  (4)  in  nse  in  this  Division  have 
been  broken  daring  the  past  summer.  On  no  occasion  has  the  accident  been  caused 
by  carelesness. 

The  accoutrements  of  the  Division  are  in  good  order,  the  bandoliers  have  been 
a  most  satisfactory  addition,  and  are  of  excellent  workmanship. 

The  manner  of  wearing  the  pistol  on  the  belt  hib  always  been  found  inooave- 
nient  especially  when  mounted,  as  a  man  has  to  briog  his  arm  across  the  bodv  to 
seise  and  draw  it,  I  would  suggest  that  it  be  worn  on  tbe  right  side  with  the  butt 
to  the  rear.  At  present  when  the  man  attempts  to  draw  while  holding  the  reins  he 
experiences  ffreat  difficulty  in  reaching  the  pistol,  unless  it  is  hung  further  forward 
where  it  would  be  perhaps  danffcrous,  as  the  muzzle  would  hanff  over  the  thigh  judt 
below  the  groin,  in  whicb  position  a  premature  discharge  would,  most  likely,  result 
in  makiuff  the  man  a  cripple  for  life.  The  men  of  the  weatern  plains  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  aoknowleaged  to  be  the  most  expert  pistol  shots  in  tbe  world,  inva- 
riably wear  it  on  the  right  side,  with  the  batt  at  the  rear,  and  the  same  custom  is 
observed  in  the  American  Army. 

In  the  inspection  and  drawing  of  pistols,  on  foot,  I  would  suggest  that  the 
carbine  be  carried  to  the  left  side  as  at  "  the  order  "  before  drawing  the  pistol, 
instead  of  being  placed  between  the  knees — a  position  which  was  mearly  a  make- 
shift when  inspecting  a  small  guard,  but  becomes  very  painful  when  the  party 
inspected  is  a  large  one. 


Hoasxs. 

The  horses  of  the  division  have  stood  their  work  very  well.  Twenty-one 
remounts  were  taken  on  the  strength  ;  five  horses  were  cast  and  sold  as  being  unfit 
for  further  service,  and  two  as  being  too  large  and  slow.  The  former  were  sold  at 
Lethbridge,  and  brought  fair  prices,  considering  the  locality.  The  latter  were  left 
with  ''  K  "  Division  to  be  exchanged  for  three  remounts  oi  the  proper  standard. 
Three  horses  which  had  become  comparatively  unfit  to  be  brought  here,  we  ex- 
changed with  "  B  "  Division  for  three  others  while  en  route  here. 

The  trip  along  the  pack  trail  under  a  very  hot  sun,  with  clouds  of  dust,  myriad' 
of  mosquitoes,  very  steep  ascents,  and  unsuitable  pasture,  naturally  made  the  horseu 
fall  off  in  condition.  They  did  not  fully  recover  until  the  mosquitoes  left  and  the 
weather  became  cooler,  but  since  that  time  they  have  changed  very  much  fcft  tbe 
better. 

O^ing  to  the  scarcity  and  veiy  poor  quality  of  the  hay  it  will  be  necessary  to 
keep  the  horses  on  the  range  until  January  at  the  earliest.  1  was,  earlier  in  the 
season,  under  the  impression  that  sufficient  quantities  of  hay  could  be  obtained,  but 
the  great  rainfall  during  haying  and  harvest  time  has  very  much  reduced  the  quan- 
tity of  hay  put  up. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  herding  animals  here,  as  there  is  no  open 
country  of  any  extent ;  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  allow  them  to  run  in  the  woods, 
where  more  careful  watching  is  required. 
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iraPALH, 


I  b^  respeotfiilly  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fiu)t  that  there  are  several  men 
in  this  diTiflion  who  are  entitled  to  the  medal  for  the  late  ftebellion,  and  are  anxioa» 
that  their  senrioeB  should  thna  be  acknowledged.  Some  (tf  them  served  as  non- 
commissioned officers  in  corps  of  scouts  who  have  already  received  their  medalSi  and 
many  others  served  side  by  side  with  the  mifitia, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

a.  B.  STEBLB, 
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APPENDIX   a. 


ANNUAL  KEPOBT  OF  SUPBRINTBNDBIJT  A  R  PERRY. 

Prinoi  Albsrt,  30th  November,  1887* 

Sib,— I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit,  for  your  iaformation,  my  aniiaal  report  for 
i;he  current  year. 

Nothing  of  grave  import  has  transpired  in  the  district — the  year  has  been 
marked  by  an  almost  entire  absence  of  serioos  crime— the  Indians  have  worked 
indnstriously  and  remained  qnietly  on  their  reserve^the  French  half-breeda  have 
become  more  settled  and  madia  considerable  advance  towards  recovering  the  pros- 

Kons  condition  in  which  they  were  previoas  to  the  rebellion— the  crops   nave 
n  maffnifioent  and  suffered  bat  little  from  early  frosts ;   in  fact^  the  coniUtioa  of 
the  peo{Me  and  the  fotare  prospects  of  the  district  are  most  satisfactory. 

INDIANS. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  Indian  reserves  in  this  district.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Sioux  at  Saskatoon,  all  are  Crees,  who  have  been  settled  on  their  reserves 
for  many  years,  and  consequently  have  become  accustomed  to  their  present  life. 
They  are  peaceable  and  contented,  working  willingly,  and  rapidly  becooiing  self- 
supporting. 

One  Arrow's  band,  of  the  Grees,  is  the  only  one  but  little  advanced.  This  past 
summer,  for  the  first  time,  they  have  worked  very  hard.  The  result  of  their  htbor 
is  not  very  apparent,  but  next  year,  if  a  favorable  season,  they  will  have  a  laige  crop. 

The  Duc^  Lake  Indians  have  worked  well  for  the  last  two  years.  This  year 
they  have  secured  a  large  crop.  At  the  annual  exhibition  held  by  the  agricultural 
society  of  the  district,  these  Indians  secured  the  first  prise  for  wheat. 

Both  the  Dock  Lake  and  One  Arrow  Indians  were  in  the  rebellion  of  1885. 

The  Sioux  were  given  a  farm  instructor  this  year,  under  whose  direction  they 
have  made  a  creditable  attempt  at  farming.  They  put  in  a  large  crop  last  spring, 
which  was  doing  fairly,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  locusts  in  July.  In  addition,  they 
have  erected  a  number  of  houses,  built  a  considerable  amount  of  fencing,  and  out  and 
stocked  a  large  quantity  of  hay.  Rations  have  been  issued  them  regularly  by  the 
Indian  Department, 

The  good  behavior  of  the  Indian  population  of  this  district  is  worthy  of  note. 
Only  one  Indian,  a  Sioux,  has  been  in  our  custody  during  the  year ;  horse  stealing' 
is  unknown ;  and  there  is  not  an  instance  of  settlers  being  molested  by  them.  They 
are  not  given  to  travelling  about  as  much  as  in  former  years.  Few  have  beeft 
permanently  camped  near  the  town,  other  than  the  small  b«nd  of  Sioux  who  eara 
their  living  here  unassisted  bv  the  (Government. 

Last  winter  a  severe  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  among  the  Indians  to  ih» 
north  about  Green  Lake  and  Isle  la  Crosse.  Nearly  every  Indian  family  was 
attacked,  and  many  oases  proved  fatal.  Hunting  and  trapping  ceased  entirely,  SAd 
for  a  time  the  Indians  suffered,  until  relief  could  be  sent  to  them.  The  Snake  Plain 
Indians  suffered  from  the  disease  also,  to  some  extent.  Successful  efforts  were  nmdft 
by  the  Hudson  fiay  Company's  officers  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  eastward 
into  the  Cumberland  District.    A  fresh  outbreak  this  winter  is  to  be  feared, 

♦ 

HALFBBBSnS. 

The  late  rebellion  naturally  causes  considerable  interest  in  the  French  half-hreeds 
wUdh  is  manifested  in  the  rumors  and  reports  which  are  circulated  as  to  their 
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movements.  Daring  the  past  year  many  false  minors  have  been  credited  and 
sensational  statements  appeared  in  the  eastern  press  relative  to  them,  generally 
without  foandation  and  qnite  wide  of  tiie  truth. 

To  understand  the  present  position  of  the  French  half-breeds^  it  most  be  remem- 
bered that  they  occupy  a  peculiar  position,  being  isolated  from  the  mass  of  tb» 
inhabitants  of  the  district  oy  their  religion,  language,  and  descent.  On  the  paternal 
side  they  claim  the  French  Canadians ;  on  the  maternal  the  North- West  Indians, 
thus  they  are  endowed  with  the  strong  national  and  religious  feeling  of  the  former^ 
and  inherit  all  the  suspicions  and  reserve  of  the  latter.  The  settlers  are  Boglish 
speaking,  of  a  different  reli^on,  and  the  greater  number  unacquainted  with  tho 
Frenoh  tongue^an  almost  impassible  barrier  thus  exists  between  them. 

Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  French  half-breed  is  restless  and  unsettled,  that 
he  looks  with  regret  and  longing  on  his  old  life  which  was  one  of  freedomi  plenty  ttud 
ease,  untrammeled  by  laws  and  remote  from  settlements. 

Many  of  them  removed  from  Manitoba  here  after  the  troubles  of  1870  in  order  to 
shake  themselves  free  of  the  new  order  of  things.  They  find  soon  a  recurrence  of  the 
same  state  of  affairs.  The  district  is  settling  up,  and  I  believe  many  of  them  to^lay, 
if  possible,  would  withdraw  again  from  the  advancing  settlement. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  within  the  last  few  years  the  half-breeds  ha^e  been 
compelled  to  change  their  mode  of  obtaining  a  livelihood.  Not  long  ago  buifalo 
banting  and  trading  with  the  Indians  afford^  them  a  sure  and  easy  method  of  living 
in  luxury.  As  the  buffalo  disappeared  they  naturally  turned  to  freighting.  Supplies 
for  the  northern  countiy  and  as  far  west  a^  Edmonton  came  in  to  a  large  extent  over- 
land from  Winnipeg,  hundreds  of  miles  distant.  Freight  was  plentifal  and  prices 
high.  The  loss  of  the  buffalo  was  not  at  the  time  severely  felt.  Freighting  was 
second  nature  to  them,  and  they  did  it  wonderfully  well.  But  with  the  advent  of  the 
raUway  into  the  territory  the  whole  condition  of  things  was  changed.  Freight  vrhioh 
was  hauled  from  Winnipeg  in  1880  came  from  Brandon  in  1881  and  f rom  Qa'Appelle, 
only  250  miles  away,  in  1882.  In  1883  freight  to  and  from  Battleford  and  Edmonton 
ceased  to  pass  over  this  route  at  all.  With  the  railway  came  settlements  along  the 
line.  Active  competition  for  freight  soon  cropped  up.  The  half-breeds  then  saw  their 
means  of  living  narrowing.  All  recognised  that  within  a  few  jears  a  braoch  railway 
into  the  district  would  cut  it  off  entirely.  As  yet  they  had  not  seriously  contem- 
plated farming  as  a  sole  support.  All  had  their  small  fields  under  cultivation,  but 
only  to  furnish  themselves  with  potatoes  and  a  little  coarse  grain. 

In  1884  the  half-breeds  were,  comparatively  speaking,  prosperoas,  bat  were 
almost  ruined  by  the  rebellion.  They  had  not  even  their  little  crop  in  1885«  and 
took  but  little  of  the  freight  offered.  In  1886  the  crops  failed,  so  that  in  the  spring 
of  this  year  as  a  body  they  had  grown  despondent.  The  favorable  season  and  mag- 
nificent crops  of  1887  have  greatly  encouraged  them.  The  results  can  be  seen  in  the 
number  of  new  houses  erected,  the  repaired  fences,  old  fields  not  under  cultivation 
for  some  years  ploughed  ready  for  next  season,  and  the  amount  of  new  ^<  breaking  '* 
done. 

The  average  under  crop  could  have  boen  much  larger  had  not  an  unfortunate 
misunderstanduig  existed  among  them,  as  to  the  issue  of  seed  grain.  This  was  not 
known  till  the  middle  of  May,  when,  through  representations  made  to  the  Grovem- 
ment^  the  conditions  were  so  explained  as  to  allay  the  fears  of  the  half-breeds.  Tne 
trouble  arose  through  some  half-breeds,  who  having  accepted  seed  grain  in  Manitoba 
in  1874  and  having  been  unable  to  repay  it,  stated  that  they  had  lost  their  farms,  the 
mortgages  given  for  the  grain  having  been  foreclosed.  Before  all  were  satisfied  that 
these  statements  were  incorrect  tbc  seafoa  was  far  advanced  and  precluded  wheat 
from  being  sown.  !Several|  however,  took  the  coarse  gra^n^ ,  oats  and  barley,  and 
had  good  crops. 

The  French  half-breeds  are  intelligent,  lawabiding  and  energetic  in  work  to 
which  they  have  been  accustomed.    Farming  they  do  not  readily  take  to,  and  it 
will  take  some  time  before  they  can  possibly  become  succejaful  and  experienced. 
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tem^r8•    In  the  meantime  they  mast  oompete  with  the  competent  and  experienced 
ite  seltlersy  so  that  iheir  present  position  is  not  an  enviable  one. 

Early  in  May  last  a  communication  was  reported  to  have  been  received  firom 
some  of  the  refugee  half-breeds  in  Montana,  U.S.  It  purported  to  warn  the  half- 
breeds  that  an  invasion  was  imminent  by  American  Indians,  and  that  to  protect 
their  wives  and  families  they  should  remove  them  to  a  place  of  safety.  Much  im- 
portance was  attached  to  this,  and  some  of  the  leading  naif-breeds  requested  that  a 
strong  force  of  police  should  be  stationed  at  Batoche  to  protect  them.  Thev  were 
satisfied  shortly  that  such  an  invasion  as  they  feared  could  hardly  extend  to  this  dis- 
trict, so  remote  from  the  boundary  line.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  report  circiK 
lated  was  the  result  of  an  authentic  communication,  the  object  of  which  is  most 
apparent.  The  leaders  of  the  refugees  do  not  wish  to  allow  themselves  to  be  for- 
gotten. They  therefore  write  letters  full  of  hints,  dark  meanings,  and  intentiona 
porpoaely  masked,  which  are  calculated  to  excite  the  recipients.  The  distance  of 
the  refagees,  the  uncertainty  of  their  position,  and  the  possibility  of  assistanoe  being 
roodered  by  American  Indians,  all  give  color  to  the  matter.  An  exoitement  ia- 
created  which  is  undesirable  and  is  added  to  by  the  great  prominence  given  to  sook 
Teports  in  the  eastern  press. 

Twice  during  the  year  reports  of  the  foregoing  nature  have  gained  wide 
belief  They  unquestionably  do  narm,  which  could  be  averted  if  it  would  be  ^me 
in  mind  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  feared  in  the  district  itself. 

The  undue  prominence  which  the  affairs  of  the  half  breeds  have  been  given  in^ 
the  eastern  press  and  by  politicians,  has  caused  many  to  view  themselves  as  of  con- 
siderable importance.  Their  doings  and  sayings  often  came  back  to  them  throu^^ 
the  press  in  a  magnified  form,  to  which  they  attach  an  enlarged  and  fictitions 
value.  They  do  not  rightly  estimate  the  large  amount  of  sympathy  extended  to 
them  and  fail  to  recognize  that  those  loudest  in  proclaiming  their  wrongs  would 
perhaps  be  the  last  to  substantially  aid  them. 

The. vexed  half-breed  question  will  solve  itself  before  long.  The  momeiit  the- 
railway  reaches  this  fertile  district,  a  rapid  settlement  will  ensue,  and  the  questicm 
ttkUB  be  settled. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  French  half-breeds  do  not  oonsidw 
^at  the  liberal  issue  of  scrip  which  they  have  already  received,  nor  that  any  issue- 
on  the  same  basis,  be  it  ever  so  generous,  will  extinguish  their  original  title  to  the 
territories  which  they  claim  to  have  held  in  common  with  the  Indians. 

OBDO. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  report,  I  refer  to  the  absence  of  crime  in  the  diatriet. 

At  Touchwood  Hills,  however,  in  the  District  of  Assiniboia,  a  brutal  murd«r 
was  committed.  The  victim,  Peter  Smith,  was  residing  about  20  miles  north  of 
Touchwood  Aeency,  on  the  edge  of  the  Salt  Plains,  and  many  miles  distant  from  any 
babitation.  He  had  been  keeping  a  stopping-place  during  the  winter,  and  was  about 
leaving  in  the  beginning  of  May,  when  ne  was  murdered.  His  body  was  fimnd 
by  a  freighter  some  days  after  the  murder,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  house.  The  police 
were  notified,  who  took  charge  of  the  body  and  asked  for  a  coroner.  The  jury  aft 
tiie  inquest  returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  some  person  or  pefBooa 
unknown.  As  soon  as  information  was  received  hei'e,  a  party  was  sent  out  to  asaiat 
the  detachment  at  Touchwood,  in  the  search  after  the  murderer.  Suspicion  fastened 
on  an  Indian  boy,  who  was  traced  from  his  reserve  in  Touchwood  to  a  reserve  near 
Broadview,  where  he  was  arrested.  The  evidence,  however,  brought  against  him 
was  not  sufficient  to  convict 

The  perpetrator  of  a  crime  such  as  this  murder  can  only  be  discovered  tbrooglk- 
fortunate  circumstances.  The  isolation  of  Smith's  house,  the  fact  of  the  murder  not 
being  discovered  for  several  days,  and  the  apparent  absence  of  motive  other  than 
robbery,  tends  to  favor  the  escape  of  the  felon. 
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Id  September  a  false  report  was  oiroalated  of  a  marder  at  Green  Lake,  whiol^ 
^n  inyestigatioD  by  os,  proved  to  be  antme. 

A  glance  at  the  retnra  of  cases  tried  in  tiiis  district  shows  that  all  the  offences 
are  of  a  minor  character.  ' 

PATROLS, 

As  far  as  possible,  every  portion  of  the  district  has  been  frequently  patrolled* 
Last  winter  the  Indian  reserves  were  visited,  which  reonlred  watching,  Barly  in 
the  spring  the  patrols  were  increased.  A  party  passed  over  the  maiironte  mtiL 
Batoche  to  Touchwood  every  week. 

The  detachment  stationed  at  Touchwood  watched  the  trail  north  as  far  iis  the 
Salt  Plains,  and  visited  the  Touchwood  Agency  reserve  weekly. 

The  Batoche  detachment  furnished  a  weekly  patrol  to  eveiy  poHioii  6f  the 
French  half  breed  settlement,  and  frequently  sent  a  patrol  as  fkr  south  as  Yefitetlioii 
Lake  oti  the  Qu'Appelle  trail. 

The  detachment  stationed  at  Saskatoon  visited  the  Sioux  reserve,  twenty  rx^ek 
south-west  of  that  place,  every  week,  with  the  result  of  producing  an  exoelleiit  effect 
on  the  Indians.  This  outpost  also  visitbd  Olark's  Grossing  and  surrounding  portiohs 
of  the  country  very  frequently. 

During  the  months  of  August  and  September  the  country  along  the  South 
Saskatchewan,  as  far  as  Fish  Greek,  was  patrolled  by  a  strong  detachment  consist- 
ing of  one  officer  and  twenty  men. 

The  winter  patrols  commenced  this  month,  and  will  be  kept  up  during  the  wiiiteir 
months. 

From  Prince  Albert,  a  fortnightly  patrol  to  Carrot  River  and  Fdrt  k  la  Oortie^ 
to  Sturgeon  Lake,  Snake  Plains,  Murkeg  Lake  and  Carlton. 

From  Batoche  a  fortnightly  patrol  to  Carlton,  Fidi  Greek  and  St  Louis  Aj^ 
Langevin ;  from  Saskatoon  weekly  to  Sioux  Eeserve  and  Olark's  Grossing ;  iiionthly 
to  Telegraph  Coulee. 

A  glance  at  the  map  ^ hows  that  this  system  ensures  all  the  Indian  reserves 
being  visited  and  inbabitea  districts  being  patrolled. 

The  patrolling  duty  is  important  and  of  service  in  may  ways.  The  polled  keep 
themselves  posted  in  the  general  doings  of  the  district,  become  aocustonied  to 
travelling,  learn  the  topography  of  the  country,  and  acquire  much  useful  knowledgflL 

In  addition  to  t  te  work  done  by  the  patrols  there  is  a  large  amount  of  travel- 
ling on  duty  of  a  special  nature.  Seldom  a  week  passes  but  that  one  or  two  parties 
are  despatched  from  this  post.  Parties  are  sent  to  Begina,  Battleford,  Saskatoon  and 
other  points  not  so  distant  the  round  trip  to  the  places  named  averaging  frotn  200 
miles  to  650  miles. 

Supplies  have  to  be  furnished  to  the  different  detachmen,ts.  Until  lately  oats 
'were  sent  from  here  to  Batoche  and  Saskatoon.  During  the  winter,  communi* 
cation  with  Saskatoon  is  most  difficult  as  there  is  no  winter  trail.  A  party  of  2  men 
was  delayed  last  winter  by  storms  Itnd  bad  roads  remaining  out  all  night  with  the 
thermometer  50®  below  zero,  without  f(X)d,  tent  or  firewo^.  They  had  started  in 
the  morning  with  the  intention  of  reaching  a  stopping- place  18  miles  distatnt. 

The  winter  duty,  however,  in  this  district  is  not  as  severe  as  a  few  years  agow 

A  stepping-place  can  be  i^eached  tvtrj  night  and  on  the  trail  to  the  Bailway 
Mafl  Stations  are  established  at  a  day's  drive  api^t. 

8tin  the  Work  of  the  Police  the  yeatr  r6und  is  not  Without  its  dKtigel*s  and  diA- 
<mlties.  As  in  former  days,  trips  have  to  be  made  ih  all  seasons^  iU  atlt  kinds  of 
weather  and  without  re^^ard  to  the  state  of  the  roads.  .       <  a 

Bivers  baVe  to  be  crossed  when  rendered  v^ty  dangerous  hy  tntmltig  iaf^or  Hffik 
water:  Su6h  work  is  done  wilUn^ly  by  the  Pdici,  #hich  entitle  then  ui  Ua  litUe 
credit 
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S7B1NOH  OF  THS  FOBOI  IN  TBS  DISTRICT. 


Although  I  believe  this  district  has  nothing  to  fear  from  its  Indian  popnUtion^ 
still  it  will  be  necefieary,  for  some  time  to  come,  to  maintain  a  strong  force  of  Police 
here.  The  danger  which  exists  is  altogether  from  the  possible  trouble  whidi 
the  Sonthem  and  Western  Indians  might  give.  An  oatbreak  in  that  portion  of  the 
Territory  wonld  breed  disquiet  here  and  end,  it  is  possible,  io  active  cooperation  if 
the  troubles  were  prolonged,  and  a  show  of  success  rested  at  first  with  the  rebels. 

Every  spring  Driogs  its  imaginary  Indian  uprisings.  To  prevent  alarm  amongst 
the  inhabitants  a  strong  force  must  be  in  the  district.  Its  presence  tranquilisee  Uie 
country,  counteracts  false  rumors,  and  thus  passively  exerts  a  healthy  influence  in 
the  development  of  the  district. 

Emigrants  will  avoid  a  district  where  there  is  not  sufficient  force  to  suppress  the* 
most  dangerous  combination  of  Indians  which  might  occur. 

The  Mounted  Police  must  therefore  have  the  confidence  of  the  public  as  an 
offensive  and  defensive  force,  if  its  full  benefit  is  to  be  obtained.  It  does  seem  that^. 
at  times,  this  most  important  reason  for  the  existence  of  the  force  is  overlooked.  U 
the  North- West  Territory  had  no  Indian  population,  it  would  need  no  Mounted* 
Police  Force,  for  the  neccbsary  police  duties,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  would  be  carried 
out  at  a  much  less  cost,  by  a  few  men  carefully  chosen  for  that  purpose. 

The  Mounted  Police' are  therefore  required  to  act  in  a  dual  capacity.  On  the^ 
one  side  they  must  be  prepared  for  instant  and  unexpected  war,  which  they  must 
fight  to  a  successful  issue.  On  the  other  they  are  to  cover  a  huge  country  sparsely 
settled,  with  a  boundary  line  700  miles  in  extent,  and  thus  prevent  crime.  If  crime 
jbe  oommitted,  the  criminals  mast  be  apprehended  forthwith. 

The  liquor  traffic  must  be  stopped,  although  the  mas^  of  the  people  appear  to  be 
against  the  law,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact,  that  a  prohibitory  liquor  law  is  most 
dmcult  to  enforce  in  any  country,  even  when  approved  and  instituted  by  the 
majority  of  the  people.  Witness  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  counties  of  the^ 
<Ad  provinces. 

To  fulfil  the  first  requirement  we  must  be  trained  and  disciplined;  when  we  faih 
in  the  second,  too  much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  first. 

The  state  of  the  country  has  changed  materially  since  the  advent  of  the  Police. 

The  Police  in  their  dealings  with  the  Indians  in  early  years,  had  only  their  own 
safety  to  consider.  They  pursued  the  proper  course,  and  dealt  successfully  with 
them,  and  in  so  doing  rendered  invaloable  services  to  the  people  of  Canada.  Now  the 
Police  must  consider  the  lives  of  the  many  unprotected  women  and  children  scattered 
throughout  the  country;  they  mui^t  consider  the  large  investment  in  the  cattle 
industry,  and  other  things.  Should  they  by  any  hasty  action  bring  on  the  horrors- 
of  an  Indian  outbreak,  they  would  indeed  be  guilty  of  an  offence  immeasurable  in  its 
gravity. 

QUABTXaiNO  OV  THB  DIVISION. 

Last  winter,  different  rented  buildings  were  occupied  in  the  eastern  portion  or 
the  town.    The  horses  were  kept  in  temporary  stables.    Early  in  May  the  division 
was  placed  under  canvas.    As  the  material  of  the  stables  was  required  by  the  Pablior 
Works  Department  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  the  new  stables,  the  horses  were 
sent  on  herd  during  the  day,  and  at  night  were  tied  up  to  the  lines. 

The  summer  months  were  very  unpleasant,  being  wet  and  cold.  Daily  showers^ 
made  camp  life  most  uncomfortable. 

The  wet  and  cold  weather  was  most  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  horses,  m- 
hiTge  percentage  being  taken  sick  with  colds. 

In  AugusC  although  the  new  barracks  were  not  completed  it  was  thought  neces^ 
sary  that  the  horses  should  be  placed  in  the  stables  which  were  ready  for  occupation^ 

A  few  barrack  rooms  were  finished  so  that  it  was  possible  to  move.  The  neir 
Iwrracks  were  occupied  on  the  26th  of  August.  - 
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NIW  BABBAOKl. 


The  new  barraoks  at  this  place  are  Bitaated  on  a  oommaDding  site  south-west 
<rirthe  town  and  about  one  mile  distant  The  site  appears  to  be  most  saitable.  The 
dndsaM  is  excellent  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  water^or  the  horses  has  been  obtained. 

The  bnildings  have  been  erected  by  the  Public  Works  Department,  who  placed 
Mn  H.  X  Peters,  an  architect  of  larse  experience,  in  charge.  Mr.  Peters  commenced 
<yperations  in  February  last.    Actuu  building  was  not  commenced  till  May. 

The  bnildings  which  are  now  occupied  and  almost  completed,  are  : — 

Barrack  building,  169x28. 

do  with  wing,  87x28. 

2  Officers*  quarters,  35x24. 
t  extension  kitchens,  20x21. 
1  extension  kitchen  to  No.  2  quarters. 
1  guard  room,  48x24. 
1  Quarter  Master's  store,  60x30. 

1  general  store  (erected  of  old  material). 

2  stables,  76x30. 

2  wings  to  stables,  12x30. 
1  Blacksmith  shop,  24x24. 
5  latrines. 

BuUdings  commenced,  but  which  require  a  large  amountof  work  to  complete : 

1  J&rgeajDtTs  mess,  60x26. 

1  extension  kitchen,  16x23. 

1  sick  stable,  60x28. 

1  Artisan's  workshop,  24x28. 
The  Barracks  when  completed  will  accommodate  : 

3  officers. 

85  non  commissioned  officers  and  men. 
64  horses. 

In  carrying  out  the  work  no  contracts  have  been  let,  but  the  labor  has  been 
directly  employed. 

The  buildings  have  been  erected  in  a  careful  manner;  the  foundations  are  well 
built,  and  all  the  work  is  of  a  very  thorough  4eBcription.  The  system  of  construe* 
ti<Hi  is  well  adapted  to  this  cold  climate. 

The  material  used  is  of  good  quality,  and  in  the  case  of  the  lumber  the  best  that 
oonld  be  obtained.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  lumber  used  was  seasoned,  the  rest 
being  this  year's  cutting.  Consequently,  no  matter  how  close  the  joints  and  how 
eareral  the  work,  the  heat  kept  up  in  the  winter  causes  the  wood  to  shrink,  the  jointe 
to  open  and  the  doors  to  warp. 

When  all  the  buildings  are  completed  the  Prince  Albert  barracks  will  be  found 
Tery  comfortable,  neat  in  appearance,  and  well  suited  for  our  purposes. 

t^ahoiio  ov  thb  division. 

A  regular  course  of  training  was  commenced  in  the  spring  and  completed  as  far 
as  possible  by  every  man  in  the  division.  The  Mounted  ln£iwtry  regulations  were 
desely  adhered  to. 

A  gun  detachment  was  instructed  and  obtained  a  competent  knowledge  of  their 


With  few  exceptions,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  target  practice  returns  forwarded 
with  this  rep<Mrt,  the  Division  completed  its  annual  target  practice  with  the  Win- 
chester carbine  at  the  ordinary  practice — eight  ranges  from  100  yards  to  600  yards* 
Very  good  scores  were  made.  The  average  for  the  division  is  52^  per  cent.  A  very 
decided  improvement  over  the  ptevioun  year  k  apparent.  There  are  in  the  Division 
10  good  shots  who  would  rank  as  first-class  marksmen  in  the  service. 
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Id  the  moanted  praotioe,  advancing  and  retiring  and  firing  dismonnted  at  thrao 
ranges  tiie  scores  made  were  fair.  The  tendency  of  all  the  men,  however,  was  to 
sacrifice  accoracy  to  quickness. 

The  revolver  practice  on  foot  at  20, 30  and  40  paces,  was  fair.  With  this  arna 
much  practice  is  needed  and  a  larger  nnmber  of  rounds  should  be  allowed  for  the 
«nnual  practice. 

The  men  also  fired  moanted  with  the  revolver  at  dummies  arranged  much  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  heads  and  ^ts  practice  with  the  sword.  Firing  was  done  at 
the  walk  and  at  the  gallop.  This  practice  is  a  meet  valuable  one,  as  it  accustoms  the 
men  to  jadge  the  pace  of  the  horse  and  aim  accordingly,  and  the  horses  to  the  firings 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  prises  and  rewards  will  be  given  for  good  shooting,  and 
that  markmen's  badges  will  be  authorised. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  training  of  a  division  is  carried  on  with 
difficulty ;  parties  are  coming  in  and  going  out;  men  must  be  sent  away  before  a 
certain  course  of  iuHtruction  can  be  completed.  These  continual  changes  render  any 
great  degree  of  perfection  in  drill  impossible. 

IQUIPMBNT. 

The  division  is  now  well  equipped  in  harness,  saddlery  and  transport.  Some 
additional  buokboards  are  required,  and  two  of  the  heavy  waggons  could  be  exchanged 
with  advantage  for  the  light  half  spring  waggon.  This  waggon  I  consider  the  most 
serviceable  one  ever  used  in  the  force,  and  its  adoption  in  place  of  a  large  number  of 
the  heavy  waggons  is  most  desirable. 

The  clothing,  Ac,  supplied  for  issae  is  geaerally  of  good  quality. 

OONDUOT. 

I  am  able  to  report  this  year  a  material  decrease  in  the  number  of  offeooes 
4|gaiast  discipline.  There  are  27  entries  in  the  defaulters'  sheets,  against  49  last  year. 
There  have  been  only  two  serious  cases,  which  merited  severe  punishment. 

The  total  amount  of  fines  imposed  for  the  year  is  $54^5. 

As  an  indication  of  the  conduct  of  the  Division  I  would  call  your  attention  to 
the  large  number  of  men  who  are  depositing  their  pay  in  the  Gtovernment  Savings 
Bank.  A  total  sum  of  $1,716  has  been  deposited,  an  increase  of  nearly  $800  over 
last  year.    There  are  32  depositors,  which  gives  an  average  deposit  of  $55  for  Mtth. 

One  man  only  has  deserted  during  the  year.  This  man  had  been  granted  leave 
to  visit  the  Bastern  provinceSi  and  did  not  return. 


HKALTH. 

There  have  been  no  serious  cases  in  hospital  during  the  year.  The  total  num- 
t>er  who  have  been  in  hospital  is  16,  and  the  average  daily  sick  report,  3 ;  the  aver- 
Jige  number  of  men  off  duty,  4. 

Forwarded  with  this  report  are  the  fi>llowing  returns  :-^ases  disposed  of  duriag 
ilie  year.    JEtotum  of  target  practice,  (not  print^).    Ground  plan  of  barracks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

A.  BOWBN  PBHBT , 
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APPENDIX    H. 


ANNUAL  BSPORT  OF  SUPBBINTENDKNT  A.  H.  GBIBSBAOtt. 

N.  W.  M.  Polios,  Hvadquabtbbs  ^^O"  Division, 

Port  Saskatoebwah,  N.-W,Ti  6th  December,  1887. 

StB,— I  have  the  honoar  to  submit  for  joar  information  myannaal  report  for  the 
jear  ended  d(Hh  Noremb^r,  1887. 

IIVDIARB. 

Daring  the  past  year  the  Indians  in  my  district  ba^e  behaved  extremely  irell. 
One  reserve,  that  on  the  sonth  side  of  the  Saskatchewan,  opposite  Edmonton,  has^ 
^wing  to  the  chief  and  headmen  and  some  other  members  of  the  band  taking  scrip 
and  leaving  the  treaty,  been  broken  np,  and  the  rest  of  the  band  removed  td  the 
Stoney  Plains,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  lying  north-west  of  Edmonton. 

Ijd  the  north  the  Beaver  Lake  Indians,  near  Lac  la  Biche,  were,  no  Inspector 
Piercy  reports,  mnch  disappointed  at  not  receiving  treaty  money  this  year.  The 
payment  of  this  band  was  stopped  owing  to  their  conduct  daring  the  rebellion. 

So  &r  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  Indians  tfaroaghoat  my  district  have 
Attended  to  their  agricaltaral  affdirs  with  more  indastry  than  in  previoas  years,  and 
have  been  most  attentive  and  respectfal  to  their  agents  and  instractors. 

As  to  their  crops,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  were  more  or  less  injured  by  the 
^arly  firost* 

I  have  taken  steps  to  carry  oot  the  instrnotione  contained  in  llie  getieral  order 
recently  received,  regarding  Indians  away  from  their  reserves  and  infesting  settle* 
meets  for  immoral  and  other  purposes. 

Generally  the  Indians  are  in  a  better  condition  and  more  contented  ftae  ai  any 
frtviona  period. 

OBIMBS. 

Daring  the  past  winter  and  early  spring  some  cases  of  hoasebreaking  and  petty- 
pilfering  occarred,  the  perpetrators  of  which  offences  (Indians  and  half-breeds)  were 
promptly  arrested  and  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

In  Aaga*t  last  it  was  reported  to  me  that  a  mnirder  had  taken  place  at  the 
Lesser  Slave  Lake»  After  oommanicating  with  yoa  and  receiving  an thority  to  incar 
the  necessary  expense,  I.despatched  a  party,  consisting  of  *two  non-commissioned 
ofHcers  and-one  constable,  to  arrest  the  criminals.  This  they  sticceeded  in  doings 
-and  the  prisoners  were  committed  by  me,  tried  at  the  Sapreme  Ooart,  and  sentenced 
to  Btx  (6)  years  in  the  penitentiary.  In  connection  with  this  arrest,  I  have  to 
report  that  Sergeant  Davidson,  the  non-commissioned  officer  in  ohacge  of  the  party, 
showed  excellent  judgment  in  carrying  oat  his  instrnctions.  The  experience  gained 
bv  this  non-commissioned  officer,  in  an  entirely  new  sphere  of  action  (the  main  part 
<i  the  trip  being  performed  in  beats),  will,  no  doabt|  in  the  f  atare  be  valaable  te  the 
lbree» 

Early  in  the  spring  (a  detective  having  been  sent  to  my  district),  I  was  eeaUed 
to  locate  and  seize  two  illicit  whiskey  stills,  and  also  to  convict  certain  persons  o^ 
eelhnfl:  Ha  nor. 

On  tne  24th  Deoember,  1886,  Inspector  Snyder  also  sncceeded  in  finding  and 
^d^stroying  an  illicit  stUI,^  bat  foend  no  peraon  tit  the  vicinity* 
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On  this  head  I  may  mention  that  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  under  the  permit 
■ystem,  is  not  a  success,  and  it  is  most  desirable  from  many  points  of  view,  which  I 
do  not  consider  it  is  in  my  province  to  enter  into,  that  some  radical  change  should 
take  place  at  an  early  date  ;  possibly  the  introduction  of  a  high  license  liquor  law, 
with  proper  safeguards  would  now  best  meet  the  case,  and  would  be,  in  my  opinion, 
-more  oonduciTe  to  morality,  good  order  and  a  better  carrying  out  of  the  law,  than 
under  the  present  system. 

PATROLS. 

During  the  past  year,  owing  to  my  division  being  principally  employed  in 
enlamng  and  repairing  the  barracks  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  not  so  much  patrolling 
was  &ne  in  my  district,  neither  was  it  so  much  required  as  in  the  previous  years, 
the  southern  part  of  my  district  having  permanent  parties  stationed  at  Red  Deer 
and  Peace  flills,  who  are,  when  travelling  is  possible,  constantly  on  the  move. 

Escorts  were  famished,  under  Inspector  Casey,  to  bring  in  the  annuity  money 
from  Red  Deer  in  September, 

Indian  Agent. Lucas,  of  the  Battle  Biver  agency,  informed  me  that  he  did  not 
require  an  escort ;  so  after  handing  over  to  him  the  money  for  his  agency,  Inspector 
CMey«  who  had  gone  to  Battle  Biver,  returned  without  attending  the  treaties. 

The  agent  for  the  Bdmonton  district  did  not  apply  to  me  for  an  escort ;  so  none 
was  ftimished. 

Agent  Mitchell,  of  the  Victoria  district,  applied  for  and  was  iumisbed  with  an 
esoort  under  Inspector  Pierc^.  This  party  left  on  the  29th  September,  and  returned 
en  the  18th  October,  after  being  exposed  to  very  inclement  weather,  snow  and  rain 
sl<Mrms  being  very  prevalent. 

The  mail  has  been  constantly  escorted  by  the  detachment  detailed  tot  thai 
IHirpose. 

DRILL. 

The  division  was  put  through  a  regular  course  of  drill,  early  in  the  year,  botb 
mctanted  and  on  foot,  the  Bdmonton  detachment  being  brought  in  for  this  purpose. 

This  drill  was  carried  on  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  for  mounted 
infantry,  as  per  G.O.  No.  22. 

Target  practice,  mounted  and  dismounted,  with  both  carbine  and  pistol,  w^e 
also  carried  on,  in  accordance  with  the  circular  memorandum  issued  from  head* 
quarters. 


The  arms  of  the  division  are  in  &ir  order,  but  I  have  to  remark  that  in  my 
Ofnnion  the  Winchester  carbine  is  not  suitable  to  the  force,  owing  to  the  mechanism, 
which  is  too  delicate  and  is  constantly  getting  out  of  order,  which  in  many  oasea 
neoessitates  the  arms  being  sent  to  Begina.  The  sighting  of  manv  of  the  carbinea 
is  also  defective,  which  prevents  such  a  good  averaflre  being  shown  in  the  target 
practice  as  would  otherwise  be  the  ease. 

The  Bn  field  revolver,  with  which  the  whole  of  the  Division  is  armed,  appears  U^ 
l^e  a  good,  serviceable  weapon. 

sADDLiar. 

The  saddlery  of  the  division  is  in  good  order,  but  good  numnahs  are  much  required  ; 
these  should  be  of  the  same  felt  as  used  in  the  Imperial  service.  The  Division  is  w^ 
supplied  with  saddlers'  tools. 

OLOTHINO. 

If  it  were  possible  that  the  whole  of  the  clothing  required  for  the  Division  oould 
be  delivered  at  one  time,  not  later  than  the  end  of  August  in  each  year,  it  would  not 
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ODly  flave  monevy  bat  do  away  with  a  large  amount  of  anneoeBBary  work,  and  add  to 
the  oomfort  and  oontentment  of  the  men. 

niSBRTIONB. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  no  desertions  have  taken  plaoe  from  the  division,  during  the 
past  year.  • 

H0R8B8. 

The  horses  of  the  division  are  in  good  health.  Baring  the  past  year  there  was 
only  one  case  of  oontagioos  disease,  viz.,  glanders.  The  horse  in  question  waa 
promptly  destroyed  and  every  preoaation  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

One  horse  died  from  the  effects  of  a  fall  throngh  the  ice  in  the  Bow  Sivw,  while 
on  special  dnty. 

Eight  horses  died  from  nataral  caases;  some  of  these  horses  were  employed 
daring  the  rebellion,  and  were  more  or  less  injured  at  that  time,  from  hard  work  and 
expoaore.  Owing  to  these  caosee,  fifteen  remounts  (saddle  horses)  will  be  required 
early  in  the  spring. 

TBANSPORT. 

The  transport  of  the  division  is  not  so  complete  as  it  should  be,  four  heavy^ 
waggons  being  still  required.  Three  new  ones  were  received  a  short  time  ago,  known 
as  the  If  inchin  waggon,  which,  so  &r  as  I  have  had  opportunity  to  judge,  appears  to 
be  a  good  suitable  and  serviceable  waggon. 

VORAOI. 

Oats  have  been  furnished  for  the  current  year  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  ever  before^ 
and  are  of  a  good  quality. 

Hay  is  very  fair,  but  owing  to  the  dry  season,  was  very  scarce,  and  dearer  than 
in  fiMrmer  yearii ;  the  enforcement  of  the  hay  dues  also  added  to  the  price. 

HAENasa. 

The  harness  of  the  divbion  is  generally  in  good  condition,  although  some  of  it  is^ 
not  suitable  for  heavy  work,  and  would  not  have  been  used  for  such  work  had  heavy 
hameas  been  available.  It  will  be  necessary  to  condemn  two  sets,  and  four  sets  of 
heavy  harness  are  required  to  qomplete. 

QUABTIBS. 

At  Fort  Saskatchewan  great  improvements  have  been  made,  the  following  build- 
ings  having  been  erected  or  rebuilt,  via. : — 

Beoreation  and  mess  room,  60  by  25  feet. 

Troop  kitchen,  26  by  23  feet. 

20  feet  added  to  sergeants'  quarters,  now  60  by  18  feet. 

Saddlers'  shop  and  harness  room,  28  by  18  feet. 

Guard  room  and  lavatory,  60  by  18  feet. 

Store,  24  by  16  feet. 

Carpenters'  shop  and  oat  store,  32  by  22  feet. 

Sick  stable,  40  by  16  feet. 
The  square  has  also  been  levelled,  all  buildings  mudded  and  whitewashed. 
Theee  improvements  have  added  not  only  to  the  comfcHrt  of  tiie  men,  but  also  to  the- 
jqqpearance  of  the  barracks. 

I  append  herewith  a  plan  of  the  barracks  as  they  are  now. 
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DiBOIPLIHlB. 

The  conduct  of  the  diviaion  daring  the  past  year  has  been  excellent^  very  iittb 
-crime  being  recorded  against  the  old  men  of  the  division. 

On  the  barrack  improvements  the  men  worked  with  a  will,  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  assist  me  in  making  the  necessary  improvements  • 

Generally  I  have  been  m^ll  seconded  by  both  offioerc^  non-commissioned  offioen, 
and  men  in  carrying  out  the  various  duties  required  in  my  district  • 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

A.  H.  OBBISBAOS,  Smt. 

Oammanding''G"J}mimm. 
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APPENDIX    L 


ANNUAL  BBPOBt  OF  SUPBRINTBNDBNT  A.  K.  MACDONBLL,  1887. 

LxTHBBiDGi,  6th  December,  1887. 

SiBy— I  have  the  henoor  to  submit  this,  my  animal  report  for  the  year  ended 
30tb  November,  1887. 

During  the  winter  of  1886-87  I  was  on  leave  in  the  east.  Having  previous  to 
leaving  handed  over  the  command  of  the  division  to  Inspeotor  J.  Howe,  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  this  officer  disoWgcd  his 
duties  while  in  command.  Daring  the  winter  months  he  drilled  the  men  Ihorooghly 
in  the  detail  as  laid  down  in  the  manual  for  mounted  in&ntry. 

The  horses  were  exercised  daily,  and  when  not  too  cold  mounted  drill  was  carried 

I  may  mention  here  that  the  various  articles  asked  for  in  the  last  annual  report^ 
required  to  equip  the  division,  have  been  supplied. 

Superintendent  Cotton  being  in  command  of  the  Battleford  District^  will,  of 
course,  report  on  the  work  pciforaied  in  the  district. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  marched  out  from  Battleford  with  ^  £  '^ 
Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18ih  May— destination,  Macleod  District,  taking 
the  larail  previously  passed  over  by  '^  C  "  and  **  D  "  Divisira,  via.,  vid  Sounding  Lake 
tnd  the  Marquis  dressing  of  the  Bed  Deer  Biver.  The  following  is  the  marching 
out  state: — 

Momber. 

Officers 5 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  constables. • .••••  68 

Saddle  horses 18 

Team      do    ^ 30 

Heavy  waggons ••••• 13 

Light         do      2 

Two  divisions  having  marched  over  the  route  so  recently  and  reported  on  it,  I 
wiQ  mecely  atate  that  X  found  it  to  be  a  good  trail,  the  feed  good,  the  supply  ol  water 
exoeUent  and  abundant. 

M  aU  the  waggons  were  heavily  loaded,  and  not  having  any  spare  horses,  I 
made  short  marches  for  the  first  few  oa^s,  gradually  increasing. 

I  took  wood  at  Battleford  to  do  until  I  reached  Sounding  Lake,  where  I  laid  over 
ens  day  (24th).  The  feed  there  being  exceptionally  good  and  plenty  of  water  I 
thooght  it  advisable  to  give  the  horses  a  rest.  I  here  ^distributed  the  loads  aocord- 
iog  to  the  weights  of  the  several  teams. 

Having  taken  in  sufficient  wood,  I  resumed  the  march  on  the  morning  of  the 
tttlu  Beaching  the  Bed  Deer  Crossing  at  four  p.m.  of  the  27th,  crossing  at  once  as 
the  water  was  rising  rapidly,  and  camped  on  the  opposite  side.  Inspecting  Super- 
intendent W.  M.  Herchmer,  had  arrived  at  Uie  crossing  the  previous  evening.  In- 
qiected  the  IHvision  and  spoke  very  favorably  of  the  men  and  condition  of  the 
horses. 

I  here  found  as  I  had  previously  been  advised,  a  supply  of  rations  and  forage. 

As  you  are  aware  the  hill  here  is  very  difficult  to  climb,  however,  I  got  up  in 
q^endid  style  (doubling  the  teams),  making  the  ascent  in  less  than  an  hour  after 
kieakitg  camp.    I  reached  the  Blackfoot  Crossing  at  6:30  p.  m.  of  the  29th. 

The  following  morning  I  unloaded,  taking  all  the  waggons  apart,  using  a  small 
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l>oat  I  found  there.  The  river  was  booming  deep,  the  onrrent  very  rapid ;  at  4  p. 
fn.,  the  Division  was  comfortably  oamped  on  the  other  side,  the  horses  having  swam 
over.  Perfect  discipline  was  maintained,  consequently,  everything  went  on  like  dock 
-work,  not  a  single  hitch  happening,  all  ranks  worked  with  a  will. 

Broke  camp  the  next  mominff .  On  Tuesday,  2nd  Jane,  arrived  at  the  Old  Hjui's 
Biver  (opposite  Macleod) ;  the  nver  was  not  fordable  and  there  being  no  soow 
there,  camped,  reporting  to  the  officer  commanding  ICacleod  district* 

The  conduct  of  all  ranks  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  men  at  all  times  prompt 
when  assistance  would  be  required  in  passing  over  creeks  or  other  impediments.  Ob 
the  following  day,  the  3rd,  the  Division  was  inspected  by  Superintendent  Neale. 

The  following  is  the  marching  in  state  :  • 

Officers 5 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  constables -  62 

Saddle  horses 18 

Team     do     ^  29 

do        do     "0"  Division  attached 3 

Heavy  waggons «« 13 

Light        do ..« 2 

On  the  6th  June,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Superintendent 
Neale,  I  handed  over  to  Veterinary  Surgeon  Riddell  seven  cast  horses  of  "  K  '*  Divi- 
sion and  two  attached  to  "  K  "  from  "  C  "  Division. 

Beceiving  from  Superintendent  Neale  fif[>een  horses  (broken\  from  "  B  "  Divi- 
sion five,  and  two  Tcmounts,  making  the  total  strength  when  leaving  Kacleod  for 
Lethbridge,  i^iztythree  horses.  On  the  s<ime  date,  I  handed  over  the  command  of 
the  Division  to  Inspector  Howe,  having  obtained  a  short  leave  to  attend  to  private 
business. 

On  the  7th,  the  division  took  the  line  of  march  for  Lethbridge,  camped  oppoeite 
the  town  on  the  9th,  on  the  11th  the  division  moved  into  Imrraoks  at  Lethbridge. 

The  marching  in  state  was  as  follows : — 

Officers 2 

Non-commiAsioned  officers  and  constables -  61 

Horses,  "  K"  Division 62 

"      "C"        «         attached 1 

Heavy  waggons 13 

Light           «      2 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  "  D  "  Division,  I  took  over  from  that  Division 
nine  heavy  waggons,  one  spring  waggon  (only  fit  for  use  about  post)  and  two  buck- 
boards,  one  unserviceable;  shortly  after  I  handed  over  to  "  D  "  Division  four  heavy 
waggons,  and  later  on  transferred  four  heavy  waggons  to  <*  H  "  Division  as  directed 
by  you. 

On  the  11th,  men  of  "K"  Division  left  Lethbridge  to  relieve  detachments  that 
had  been  furnished  by  *'D*'  Division  along  the  frontier. 

In  all  four  detachments  :— 

At  Kipp,  2  men,    2  horses. 

«  Milk  Biver  Eidge,  8  "  8  •' 
«  Writing  Stone,  8  "  8  « 
"  Pen^i'Ureille,         8    "     11      « 

Two  officers  were  stationed  with  these  detachments. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  all  ranks  performed  their  duties  while 
^n  frontier  service  faithfully.  All  these  detachments  were  inspected  by  the  Assistant 
Commissioner,  who  on  arriving  at  this  post,  spoke  most  fevorably,  boti&  as  to  the 
appearance  of  the  men  and  condition  of  the  several  camps. 

July  6th,  seventy  miners  arrived;  having  been  brought  in  to  replace  a  number 
Chat  had  been  discharged  • 
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Serious  trooble  being  feared  in  conaegnenoe  of  these  men  insisting  on  the  dt»- 
<;hftrged  men  being  re-engasred,  by  order  of  the  officer  oommandmg  the  distriol^  I 
ptflCM  an  offioer's  gnard  on  the  premises  to  protect  those  who  were  willing  to  work 
aH  well  aa  the  maohinery  in  connection  with  the  mines  and  railway  diop.  I  may 
mention  here  that  many  of  those';strikers  were  hourly  at  the  Orderly  fioom,  doabtles9 
aazions  to  find  ont  what  action  the  Police  would  take  under  certain  circumstanoee. 

However,  I  told  them  in  unmistakable  language  what  my  action  would  be  in  tbe 
event  of  the  slightest  breach  of  peace. 

This  afternoon  a  prairie  fire  broke  out  a  few  miles  south-east  of  the  barracks; 
all  available  men  turned  out  at  once ;  they  succeeded  in  putting  it  out.  Thirty-one 
^on-commissioned  officers  and  men  arrived  from  Maoleod  for  duty  at  the  mines. 

On  the  11th  Inspector  Wattam  with  24  men  of  <<  B  "  Division  arrived  from  Mao- 
leod at  6  p.m.,  and  left  on  the  15th. 

On  the  niffht  of  the  30th  August  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  officer  com- 
manding the  district  to  send  at  once  to  join  him,  en  route  to  Blackfoot  Grossing, 
three  non-commissioned  officers  and  twenty-three  constables.  They  left  in  the  midst 
of  a  terrible  rain  storm. 

They  returned  on  the  12th  September. 

About  noon  of  the  12th  September,  just  after  the  contractor's  men  had  left  the 
corral  where  they  had  been  stacking  hay  on  the  police  contract,  one  of  the  stacks  (56 
tons)  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  There  were  three  stacks  in  at  the  time,  about 
170  tons.  The  space  between  the  one  on  fire  and  the  others,  was  not  over  twenty 
feet.  The  men  turned  out  promptly  and  succeeded  in  confining  the  fire  to  the  stack 
in  which  it  originated.  Considering  the  very  poor  appliances  here  for  an  emergency 
of  this  kind,  they  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit,  for  the  manner  io  which  they 
worked;  at  2  p.m.  the  fire  was  completely  extinguished.  I  left  a  strong  guard  at  tM 
place  until  daylight.    Loss  about  fifty-six  tons. 

On  the  night  of  November  the  7th,  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  officer  com- 
manding the  district, directing  me  to  have  a  party  consisting  of  one  officer  and  twenty 
men  to  meet  him  at  Stand  Off  and  to  arrange  so  that  this  party  would  join  him  at  6 
a.m.  sharp.  I  inspected  the  party  at  midnight  sharp.  They  were  well  mounted 
and  fully  equipped;  Inspector  Howe  then  took  command.  The  time  of  departure 
was  well  timed  and  the  junction  with  the  detachment  of  <<  H ''  BiviBion  made  at  the 
time  named,  thereby  enabling  Superintendent  ^eale  to  effect  the  important  arrest 
that  necessitated  the  calling  out  of  so  strong  a  party. 

Inspector  Howe  on  this  as  on  all  other  occasions  acquitted  himself  in  a  moat 
creditable  manner. 

On  the  29th  November  Milk  Biver  Ridge  detachment  (the  other  having  been 
called  in  betore),  was  brought  into  the  Post.  In  accordance  with  instructions  received^ 
I  have  had  distributed  along  the  line  of  detachments  seven  tons  of  hay,  I  have  also  a 
small  quantity  of  oats  cached,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  send  out  (weather  permitting) 
patrolling  parties.  In  connection  with  the  regular  patrol,  men  scouted  daily  in  the 
vicioity  of  each  detachment. 

I  find  that  the  distance  between  Pen-d'Oreille  detachment  and  the  western 
OQt  post  of  **  A  "  Division  is  very  trying  both  to  men  and  horses  (50  miles).  I  would 
recommence  that  next  season  a  few  men  should  be  camped  say  about  half  way. 

I  strongly  recommend  that  some  sort  of  a  felt  hat  should  be  adopted  for  prairie 
use. 

BARRACK  BUILDINGS* 

A  new  stable  has  been  erected,  also  an  addition  has  been  put  to  the  Q.  M.  store. 

The  several  additions  and  alterations  now  being  done  will  add  materially  to  the 
comfort  of  the  men«  A  hospital,  an  orderly  and  recreation  rooms  are  very  mudi 
required. 

A  fence  of  some  description  is  very  much  needed  about  the  barracks,  as  it  is 
4dmost  impossible  to  keep  cattle  from  collecting  (particulary  in  cold  weather)  about 
Ae  stable  and  hay  corral. 
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PBOTKOTIOII  AOAINBT  FIBI. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  lay  before  yon  the  urgent  neceBsity  of  having  a  well  sunk 

TABOBT  PRAOTIOB. 

The  men  of  the  Division  have  been  pat  through  a  oonrse  of  rifle  practice,  as  &r 
as  oiroamstanoes  and  weather  would  permit.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  weather  will 
permit  my  finishing  the  course. 

DieiBTIONS. 

Beg  No.  1826,  Constable  E.  F.  Robinson,  deserted  on  the  night  of  the  16th  of 
August  from  this  poet,  and  was  recaptured  a  few  miles  this  side  of  the  line  by  men 
from  the  Milk  Biver  Bidge  detachment. 

Beg.  No.  185*7,  Constable  C.  C.  Wilson,  deserted  on  the  2nd  October,  while  out 
exercising  a  Broncho. 

Beg.  No.  1525,  Constable  L.  Flannery  deserted  on  the  2nd  October,  while  return- 
ing from  Kipp  Coulee  Detachment,  having  been  sent  there  on  the  previous  day  with  a 
diapatch. 

TRANSPORT. 

There  are  at  the  present  time : 
14  heavy  wagons, 
4  spring        do 
3  buckl^ards 
in  the  division,  one  of  the  spring  waggons  being  only  good  for  use  around  the  post, 
and  one  buckboard  is  useless. 

I  shall  require  4  new  buckboards  by  the  time  the  frontier  work  opens  up  in  the 
spring. 

BARRACK  ROOM  FURNITURlf. 

Suitable  cots  for  use  in  barrack  rooms,  are  very  much  required,  they  would  add 
■iuoh  to  the  comfort  of  the  men  and  materially  improve  the  appearance  of  the 
looms. 

SABDLKS  AND  BARN1S8. 

1  have  at  the  present  time  61  saddles  on  my  books,  one  of  which  has  been  lost 
with  a  horse,  the  60  remaining  are  in  good  concUtion.  I  diaJl  require  5  more  to  ooni> 
plete  my  division. 

The  harness  is  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  collars,  which 
require  renewing.  I  have  a  sufficient  number  of  sets  for  the  use  of  my  division,  with 
the  exception  of  lead  harness,  of  which  I  require  two  more  sets. 

HORSBS. 

The  total  strength  of  the  horses  in  the  division  is  101  composed  ot  33  team 
and  68  saddle. 

The  horses  are  in  good  condition  after  the  season's  work ;  a  few  may  require  to 
ho  cast  during  the  coming  year. 


The  division  is  fully  equipped  and  they  are  in  a  serviceable  condition. 

NX7MNAH8. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  61  numnahs  in  the  division,  and  they  are  fast 
wearing  out. 

£  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  MACDONBLL, 
Superintendent  Commanding  "  R  "  Division^ 
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APPENDIX    J. 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  B.  W.  JABVIS,  1887. 

Bboina,  30th  November,  1887. 

SiB,-*I  have  the  hoDoar  to  submit  the  followiDg  report  on  "  B  "  Division  for  the 
year  ending  to-day. 

The  headqnarters  of  the  division  was  at  Region  doring  the  winter  performing 
the  usual  routine  of  duties  and  fatigues,  and  attending  occasional  drills  and  rides  under 
the  supervision  of  the  actiog  adjutant. 

Doring  January  and  February  the  weather  was  very  cold  and  many  of  the  men 
suffered  severely  from  the  want  of  buffalo  or  other  warm  winter  coats. 

I  went  out  to  Wood  Mountain  in  the  middle  of  March  and  inspected  the  detach- 
ment which  had  wintered  there  and  at  Willow  Bunch,  and  in  April  Inspector 
HcGibbon  visited  the  detachments  at  Carlyle  and  Alameda;  in  all  cases  the  results  of 
the  inspection  were  satisfactory. 

On  13th  May  the  division  was  ordered  to  march  out,  and  on  that  day  Inspector 
HcGibbon  started  with  the  detachments  for  the  Moose  Mountain  district.  The  next 
morning  Inspector  Drayner  left  with  the  headquarters  of  the  division  for  Wood 
Honotain,  and  a  sergeant  with  five  constables  staited  for  Langenburg,  a  new  outpost 
at  the  end  of  the  track  of  the  Manitoba  and  North- Western  Bail  way.  For  several 
days  in  succession  heavy  rain  and  snow  had  fhlleu,  the  roads  became  very  bad  and 
several  parties  were  delayed  on  the  Duu*ch«  The  horses  also  suffered  a  good  deal  on 
leaving  their  warm  stables. 

On  the  departure  of  the  division  I  remained  for  some  time  at  Begina  in  command 
of  the  post  during  your  absence  in  the  west. 

PATBOLS. 

Patrols  were  established  in  the  Moose  Mountain  and  Wood  Mountain  districts  on 
the  same  routes  and  of  about  the  same  strength  as  last  year,  with  the  exception  of 
the  western  patrol  (which  connects  with  *'  A  Division)  which  was  extended  fifteen 
miles  fhrther  west,  thus  making  the  distance  covered  in  Uieae  two  districts  about  350 
miles  from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  division  being  so  much  under  strength,  thia 
entailed  very  heavy  work  on  both  men  and  horses. 

At  Langenburg  short  local  patrols  were  sent  out  each  week,  and  once  a  month  a 
party  was  sent  up  the  Assiniboine  Biver  to  visit  Fort  Pelly  and  the  Indian  reserves 
10  that  vicinity.  This  party  sometimes  returned  by  way  of  the  Tork  Colony  acd 
other  settlements  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

An  outpost  and  store-camp  was  established  sixty  miles  fh>m  Begina,  on  the  trail 
to  Wood  Mountain.  To  this  point  oats  and  some  of  the  supplies  for  the  division  were 
brought  by  freighters,  and  there  transferred  to  our  own  teams,  to  be  hauled  seventy- 
five  miles  to  Wood  Mountain  Post  But  I  suggest  that  in  fhture  this  arrangement  be 
discontinued  and  the  supplies  delivered  at  the  post  by  the  freighters,  thus  reserving 
police  teams  for  work  on  the  patrols. 

All  these  patrols  were  kept  up  until  the  division  re  assembled  at  Begina  on  the 
20th  of  this  month. 

INDIANS. 

The  following  work  has  been  done  at  the  request  of  the  Indian  Department. 
At  the  end  of  April  a  sergeant  and  nine  constables  were  sent  to  Buffalo  Lake,  north 
28-6 
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of  Moose  Jaw,  to  intercept  and  tarn  back  some  Indians  who  were  reported  to  have 
left  Piapot's  Beserve  and  to  have  gone  in  that  direction* 

Inspector  tfcGibbon  and  his  command  while  on  the  way  to  their  ontposts,  were 
stopped  at  Carlyle  to  cause  nine  families  of  Indians  who  had  left  the  reserve  at 
Orooked  Lakes  to  return  there.  All  the  trails  near  Moose  Mountain  were  watched 
and  both  reserves  on  the  mountain  visited  by  Inspector  McGibbon  himself.  Only 
one  small  party  of  Indians  was  found,  and  they  turned  out  to  be  Sioux  from'  the 
Oak  Lake  Beserve.  After  five  days'  search  Inspector  McGibbon  re-assembled  his  men 
and  marched  south. 

At  the  end  of  October  I  went  to  the  boundary  line  crossing  of  Frenchman's 
Creek  with  an  escort  of  twenty  non-oommissioned  officers  and  constables,  to  receive 
from  the  United  States  authorities  a  band  of  fifty  Gree  Indians,  and  to  take  them  to 
Swift  Current.  I  waited  until  the  6th  November,  and  as  the  Indians  did  not  arrive 
I  returned  to  Wood  Mountain  Post.  I  subsequently  learned  that  a  band  of  Creee  \b 
camped  on  Frenchman's  Creek  about  twenty-five  miles  south  of  the  boundary  line^ 
and  th&t  they  intend  to  winter  there. 

A  few  Sioux  Indians,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Moose  Jaw,  camped  at  Wood 
Mountain  and  at  Willow  Bunch  at  different  times  during  the  summer.  They  were 
quiet  and  gave  no  trouble  whatever.    ^ 

MURDIB  OF  HoLIISH. 

A  special  report  has  been  made  to  you  on  the  work  done  at  Crooked  Lakes  Beserve 
from  4th  to  15th  June  by  the  party  under  my  command  while  searching  for  the 
murderers  of  Hector  McLeieh.  As  none  of  the  men  of  *'  fi  "  Division  were  concerned 
there,  I  only  refer  to  the  matter  and  pass  on  to  the  part  they  took  in  the  pursuit. 

It  was  reported  that  the  murderers  had  made  their  escape  by  way  of  Moose 
Mountain  southerly  and  the  whole  of  Inspector  MeGibbon's  detachment  were  turned 
out  to  search  that  part  of  the  country;  while  two  special  patrols  from  Wood 
Mountain  under  Inspector  Drayner  scoured  the  country  along  the  boundary  line  aa 
far  as  Deloraine,  and  one  of  these  parties  went  south  to  the  Turtle  Mountain 
District,  but  without  success.    These  patrols  were  re-called  at  the  end  of  June. 

INSPIOnON   OF  THB  DISTBIOT. 

I  left  Begina  on  the  19th  June  for  Wood  Mountain  Post,  and  from  there  pro- 
ceeded to  Willow  Bunch,  Wood  End,  Boscurvis  and  Carlyle.  I  then  went  via  Mooeo- 
min  to  Langenbnri;  and  returned  by  the  way  of  Fort  Qu'Appelle  to  Besina,  where  I 
arrived  on  16th  July,  having  travelled  a  total  distance  of  750  miles.  On  this  trip  I 
made  odometer  measurements  of  all  distances  travelled,  thus  determining  the  amount 
of  ground  covered  by  each  patrol. 

I  made  a  careful  inspection  of  the  various  detachments,  and  everything^ with 
the  exception  of  some  deficiencies  of  kit— was  very  satisfactory.  There  were  no 
complaints  among  the  settlers  against  any  of  our  men. 

The  district  was  visited,  and  the  detachments  inspected,  by  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioner,  who  arrived  at  Wood  Mountain  on  the  2nd  October  and  started  west  on 
the  5th. 

HORSES. 

Veterinary  Surgeon  Biddell  came  to  Wood  Mountain  at  the  end  of  June  and 
selected  from  the  band  of  the  Home  Land  and  Cattle  Ck)mpany  forty  horses  for  the 
use  of  the  force.  He  inspected  four  horses  belonging  to  settlers  and  finding  them 
affected  with  glanders,  ordered  them  to  be  destroyed.  This  was  done  by  their 
owners. 
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The  remaiodor  of  the  Home  Land  and  Cattle  Oompany's  horses  were  sold  in 
fiegina,  and  their  band  is  practioally  broken  up. 

Several  small  bands  of  ponies  were  imported  by  traders  and  others,  and  paid 
dnty  at  Wood  Monntain  Post. 

OATTLl. 

The  severity  of  last  winter,  with  the  frequency  of  the  storms,  caused  great  loss 
among  the  cattle  wintering  at  Wood  Mountain. 

BUILDINGS. 

A  frame  building  50  feet  by  18  feet  has  been  erected  at  Wo6d  Mountain  for  the 
use  of  the  detachment  wintering  there.  A  loff  stable,  60  feet  by  16  feet,  has  also 
been  built  The  buildings  are  located  three  hundred  yards  south-east  of  the  old  posty 
and  on  higher  ground. 

At  Wood  find  camp  the  men  of  Inspector  McGibbon's  detachment  put  up  two 
sod  houses— one,  30  feet  by  18  feet,  for  a  barrack  room,  and  a  smaller  one  for  officers' 
quarters.  There  was  no  expense  to  the  Government,  except  for  doors,  windows  and 
hardware. 

TABGBT  PRACTIOB. 

Target  practice  with  carbine  and  pistol  was  carried  on  at  intervals  during  the 
summer,  until  everyone  had  ffone  through  the  course.  A  special  report  is  being 
made  on  the  Winchester  carbine,  so  that  its  imperfections  and  unsuitability  to  police 
requirements  need  not  be  enlarged  upon  here. 

HEALTH  OF  THK  DIVISION. 

The  health  of  both  men  and  horses  was  fairly  good  during  the  year,  until  the 
month  of  October,  when  an  outbreak  of  typho-malarial  fever  occurred  at  Wood 
HouDtain  Post.  The  low  marshy  situation,  and  the  rotten  state  of  the  old  log 
baildings,  conduced  largely  to  this.  The  new  location,  as  already  mentioned,  is 
higher  and  drier,  and  presumably  more  healthy.  The  old  buildings  should  be 
destroyed  forthwith.  All  the  invalids  are  convalescent,  with  the  exception  of  one 
constable,  who  is  still  in  hospital  here. 

WINTIB    DBTAOHMBNTS. 

The  following  is  a  detail  of  non-commissioned  officers,  men  and  horses  remain- 
iDg  on  outpost  duty  .for  the  coming  winter : — 


Remarks. 


Wood  Hoontain  . 


Willow  Baneh , 

Ctrlyle.M. -•«... 

AlftiDeda.«.«M.M  •.••<• » 

Bosenrrif 

Goal  Mine.... 

Langenbnre  ........... 

O.PiR'y^... 


N.  C.  0. 

Oonttablet. 

Hones. 

1 

6 

7 

1 

3 

1 

a 

«*..•  «*•««■  ...«.• 

2 

..••••••  •....•••• 

1 
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1 

1 

6 
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1 

Also  3  special  oonttabUi 
with  4  ponies. 


Qn*  Appelle  Stat'n,  Broad- 

yiew. 
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8AyiN<}S  BANK. 


The  amoant  deposited  dnrlBg  the  year  reaches  the  gratifying  total  of  $3,209. 

In  oonclnsion  I  beg  to  make  the  following  recommendations  : — 

A  well  is  needed  at  the  new  Wood  Moantain  Post,  both  for  convenience  and 
health,  bat  principally  the  latter  j  the  creek  water  being  mnch  contaminated.  A 
fitorehoQse  and  blacksmith  shop  are  also  mnchwant^;  the  old  ones  have  been 
patohed  up  for  this  winter,  tmt  they  will  not  serve  another  year^  An  expenditure  of 
$2,000  wonld  make  the  post  complete. 

A  hnt  and  small  stable  should  be  bailt  at  Willow  Banch.    Bsti mated  cost,  f  lOO. 

A  police  post,  with  stable,  shonld  be  bnilt  at  Langenbnrg  or  Ghnrchbridge;  the 
latter  place,  to  which  the  Manitoba  and  North- Western  Bailway  will  extend  this 
year,  is  preferable.    The  estimated  cost  would  be  $600. 

The  buildings  at  Wood  find  are  well  located,  and  though  only  of  sods,  they  will 
last  for  some  years.  There  is,  however,  no  title  to  the  land,  and  a  quarter  section, 
embracing  the  bend  of  the  river  as  now  occupied,  should  be  reserved.  There  is  good 
pasturage,  wood  and  water  here  in  plenty.  I  therefore  beg  to  recommend  that  the 
soutii-west  ^  of  Section  15,  Township  1,  Range  8,  west  of  2nd  Meridian,  be  taken 
as  a  reserve  for  police  purposes,  and  as  the  country  is  beginning  to  be  settled  in  this 
vicinity,  this  should  be  reserved  at  once. 

In  forwarding  you  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  enquiry  about  the  grey  great- 
coats now  in  use,  I  suggested  that  an  oil  coat  or  *'  slicker  "  should  be  issued,  the 
present  coat  offering  very  little  protection  against  rain.  I  also  beg  to  repeat  my 
suggestion  that  a  prairie  suit,  with  proper  and  servioeabte  head-drtts,  be  iasaed  for 
use  k)y  men  on  patrol. 

With  regard  to  the  issue  of  uniform,  I  would  most  strongly  urge  that  iaeaes  of 
complete  kit  due,  should  be  made  only  annually,  or  at  most,  semi-annually ;  and  that 
men  joining  in  the  interim,  should  only  receive  sufficient  clothing  to  last  them  until 
the  next  issue  comes  due.  I  also  beg  to  recommend  that  the  stable  suit  be  made  a 
part  of  the  free  issue. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

lour  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  JARYTS, 
Superintendent^  Gommanding  '<  B  "  Division. 

The  Commissioner 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
fiegina. 
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APPENDIX    K. 


A2fNUAL  EBPOBT  OF  INSPBOTOB  T.  WATTAM,  188T* 

North-Wk8t  MoiniTiD  Poliok, 

Oalqabt,  Ist  Deoember,  1887. 

SiBy — ^I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  aonaal  report  of  '^  B  "  Division  for  the 
year  ended  the  30th  November,  1887,  together  with  a  return  of  cases  tried  at  Oaigary 
and  Banff  for  the  twelve  months  ended  the  30th  alt.,  and  the  estimates  for  the  coming 
year.    I  beg  to  request  that  you  will  forward  the  same  to  the  Oommissioner. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Par6  has  not  yet  completed  his  medical  report  for  the  past 
twelve  months;  when  finished  I  will  forward  same. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  WATTAM, 

Injector,  "  JB  "  Division. 
The  Officer  Commanding 

"  B  "  Division,  Calgary. 


Nobth-Wmt  Mounted  Polioi, 

Galoart,  30th  November,  1887. 

SiR,^I  have  the  honor  to  fbrward  the  annual  report  of  ''  B  "  Division  for  the 
twelve  months  ended  the  30th  November,  1887. 

As  1  have  onlv  been  in  temporary  command  of  the  division  from  the  21st  of 
Jaly  last  to  the  3rd  October  in  the  absence  of  Saperintendent  Antrobus,  who  went 
on  aiok  leave  on  the  former,  and  Saperintendent  Oagnon,  who  took  over  command  of 
the  division  on  the  latter  date,  the  records  of  the  official  diary  and  reports  left  by 
Saperintendent  Antrobus  will  have  to  be  my  guide  in  compiling  this  report 

PATBOLS   AMD   DITAOHXBNTS. 

A  great  deal  of  patrol  work  has  been  done  by  the  men  of  this  division  during  the 
past  year,  the  whole  of  this  district  having  been  thoroughly  patrolled, — 

South  as  fkr  as  Mosquito  Creek  and  the  Little  Bow. 
North  as  flEur  as  Little  Bed  Deer  and  the  Bosebud  Creek. 
West  to  the  foot  hills  of  the  Bookies  and  Ghost  Biver. 
East  to  Crowfoot  Creek,  Sand  Hills  and  filaokfoot  Beserve. 

All  sattlementa  within  the  above  boundaries  have  been  thoroughly  patrolled 
from.  April  last  up  to  the  present  time  by  the  permanent  detachments  and  parties 
from^  this  post,  duplicate  copies  of  detachment  and  patrol  reports  being  forwarded  to 
headquarters  for  your  information  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

There  are  at  {Mresent  four  permanent  detachments  stationed  at  the  following 
pbu)es:— 

Bon^.— -Inspector  Constantino,  14  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  and  8 
hones  at  Banff,  80  miles  west  of  Calgary  on  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway. 
This  detachment  also  finds  an  outpost  at  the  anthracite  mines. 
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Gleichen. — S'ergeant  Jarvis,  1  corporal  and  9  ooDBtables  and  10  horses  At  Gleiohen, 
close  to  the  Blackfoot  Reserve  and  65  miles  east  of  Calgary,  on  the  line  of  the  Gaoa- 
dian  Pacific  Railway.  This  detachment  finds  patrols  to  the  Rosebad  Creek,  40  miles 
north,  Crowfoot  Creek,  Sand  Hills  and  Blackfoot  Reserve  to  the  east  and  south.  All 
ranchers  and  settlers  25  miles  to  the  west. 

High  Bmr» — Sergeant  Barker,  4  constables  and  6  horses  at  Pekisko,  the  forks  of 
High  River,  60  miles  soath*west  of  Calgary.  This  detachment  finds  patrols  to  Mos- 
qnito  Creek  to  the  south,  Sheep  Creek  to  the  north  and  settlers  and  ranchers  east  and 
west  of  their  post. 

Scarlett' s.^OoT'pOT^X  Main,  1  constable  and  2  horses  at  Scarlett's  stopping  place, 
40  miles  north  of  Calgary  on  the  Edmonton  trail.  This  detachment  patrols  the  dis- 
trict they  are  in  and  escorts  the  mail  when  required. 

A  party  left  here  under  my  command  on  the  2lBt  May  last  for  Fort  Macleod, 
consistfng  of  84  noncommissioned  officers  and  men,  38  horses  and  4  heavy  waggons 
to  carry  camp  equipage,  baggage,  &c.  I  arrived  there  on  the  25th  instant.  My 
orders  on  leaving  Calgary  were  to  report  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Fort  Macleod 
and  afterwards  to  relieve  the  "  I) ''  Division  outposts,  that  division  being  under  orders 
for  British  Columbia. 

On  account  of  the  rivers  being  impassable  between  Macleod  and  Lethbridge,  the 
scow  being  carried  away  at  Kipp,  I  received  fresh  orders  from  Soperintendent  Neale 
to  take  my  party  and  patrol  the  Blood  Reserve,  which  was  done  until  the  8th  of  July 
when  I  received  orders  from  the  same  officer  to  take  my  command  to  Lethbridge  and 
relieve  a  detachment  of  ^'H"  Division,  also  to  furnish  a  guard  of  12  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men,  in  conjunction  with  '*  K  "  Division,  on  the  Oalt  mines. 

On  the  14th  July  you  inspected  my  command,  and  the  Gait  difficulty  being  over, 
I  received  orders  from  you  to  strike  camp  the  following  day  and  proceed  to  Calgary, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  20th  July. 

I  reported  fully  all  work  done  by  my  command  whilst  in  Malceod  District  to 
Superintendent  Neale,  the  officer  commanding  that  district. 

A  serious  accident  happened  to  Regimental  No.  1231,  Constable  T.  Dowlinff,'  at 
Lethbridge  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  July,  befog  thrown  from  his  horse  whilst 
on  herd,  sustaining  a  fracture  of  the  clavicle.  This  constable  was  left  in  hospital  at 
Lethbridge. 

The  map  already  forwarded  you  will  show  the  correct  routes  taken  by  patnds 
from  this  division. 

GENERAL   WORK,  ETC. 

A  serious  fire  took  place  in  barracks  at  this  post  on  the  night  of  the  20th  March 
last,  by  which  two  barrack  rooms,  kitchen  and  mess  room  were  burnt  to  the  ground* 

An  investigation  was  held  by  Superintendent  Antrobus  and  a  full  report  of  the 
proceedings  forwarded  to  you. 

On  the  13th  of  July  a  man  named  Swanson  was  found  dead  in  the  Cascade 
River  between  Anthracite  and  Banff,  supposed  to  have  been  murdered.  This  affair 
was  investigated  by  inspector  Constantioe  and  a  special  report  forwarded  to  you. 

On  the  5th  August  last  the  men  at  this  post  rendered  great  assistance  in  putting 
out  a  fire  in  the  town  of  Calgary,  for  which  they  received  the  thanks  of  the  Mayor 
and  Council. 

On  Wednesday  the  24th  of  August  one  J.  Thompson,  a  settler  from  the  mouth 
of  High  River  came  into  barracks  and  gave  himself  up  for  shooting  a  Blackfoot 
Indian  named  <*  Trembling  Man.'*  On  the  same  date,  one  G.  Madge,  a  settler  on  the 
Bow  River  reported  that  his  house  had  been  broken  into  by  Indians  and  certain  articles 
stolen  therefrom.  Corporal  Racey  and  five  constables  were  immediately  sent  out  in 
pursuit  and  captured  the  Indian  <*  Deerfoot,'*  who  afterwards  escaped.  Special 
reports  of  both  these  affairs  were  sent  to  headquarters  for  your  information. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  a  large  party  consisting  of  fifty  officers,  noncommis^ 
sioned  officers  and  men  left  for  the  Blackfoot  Crossing  to  search  the  reserve  for  Deer- 
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footy  relnrning  to  Calvary  on  the  9th  inst.  A  Bpeoial  report  has  already  been  sept 
yoQ  by  the  AsBistant  Commissiocer  upon  the  result  of  this  duty. 

On  the  6th  October,  I  accompanied  the  Coroner  and  Dr.  Lindsay  to  Gleichen  to 
enquire  into  the  cause  of  death,  and  to  hold  an  ioquest  if  found  necessary  on  the 
renudns  of  one  G.  Batterworth  who  was  accidentally  killed  by  being  thrown  from 
a  horse  and  dragged  some  distance  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inst  The  coroner  and 
doctor,  after  viewing  the  remains  and  hearing  the  evidence,  did  not  think  an  inquest 
necessary.  I  forwarded  you  a  full  report  of  my  enquiries,  also  a  copy  of  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  coroner. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  Superintendent  Gagnon  received  information  and  was 
shewn  by  A.  Fiynn,  night  agent,  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway,  at  this  place,  one  of  our 
transport  requisitions  signed  with  Superintendent  Gagnon's  name,  which  signature 
proved  to  be  a  forgery.  He  immediately  took  steps  in  the  matter  and  on  the  21st 
and  22nd  instant  the  following  men  were  arrested  as  being  implicated  in  the 
forgery  :  J.  Farrell,  J.  McGregor,  E.  W.  Carroll,  J.  McDougal  and  J.  Metcalfe. 
These  men  were  committed  for  trial  and  brought  before  the  court  commencing  the 
10th  of  November,  Judge  Wetmore  presiding.  Farrell  was  found  guilty  and 
sentenced  to  two  years  and  six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labor.  The 
remainder  were  acquitted. 

Breaches  of  the  liquor  law  still  continue  in  this  district  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  to  suppress  the  same.  A  large  amount  has  been  collected  in  fioes  and 
hundreds  of  gallons  of  whiskey  seized  and  spilled  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

Toa  will  see  by  the  schedule  of  cases  which  accompany  this  report  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  cases  have  been  appealed. 

Great  assistance  has  been  rendered  to  settlers  in  the  suppression  of  prairie  fires, 
men  turning  out  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Bvery  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  Indian  Department,  escorts  being  fur* 
nished  for  treaty  payments  on  the  reserves  in  this  district ;  also  to  take  treaty 
money  north  for  Edmonton  Indians.  The  payments  went  off  quietly,  no  disturbance 
of  any  kind  occurring.  Two  Indians  have  been  convicted  dunng  the  year  for  being 
drunk  and  having  liquor  in  their  possession,  one  a  Blood,  the  other  a  Blackfoot 
Indian. 

One  other  Blackfoot,  "The  Meat,"  was  tried  and  acquitted  on  a  charge  of 
feloniously  wounding. 

A  great  deal  of  petty  thieving  has  been  done  by  Indians  around  the  outlying 
settlements,  and  unless  we  are  allowed  to  punieh  them  when  rambling  off  their 
reserves,  it  will  still  continue. 

DRILL. 

I  put  the  Division  through  a  thorough  course  of  both  mounted  and  dismounted 
drill  in  March  and  April  last. 

Musketry .^Each  member  of  the  Division  has  fired  at  the  various  ranges  with 
carbine  and  revolver,  according  to  orders  issued  from  headquarters.  30  rounds 
more  Winchester  and  24  revolver  should  be  allowed  each  man  during  the  annual 
course,  as  I  consider  the  present  allowance  not  sufficient  to  make  a  man  a  good  shot. 

ARMS. 

The  arms  and  accoutrements  of  this  Division  are  in  good  order,  with  the  ezcep« 
tion  of  sergeants'  cross- belts,  glasses  and  pouches.  I  would  suggest  that  six  more  bo 
furnished  as  soon  as  possible. 

HORSSS. 

The  horses  of  this  Division  are  in  fair  condition  considering  the  amount  of  patrol 
work  done  this  year.  No  deaths  have  occurred  at  this  post  during  the  past  12 
months. 
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HABNIBS. 


There  are  at  present  in  possession  of  the  Division— 
10  sets  of  wheel. 

3        '*    lead. 

3        "    single. 

1  would  suggest  that  three  more  heavy  sets  be  sent  to  replace  the  same  nomtor 
worn  oat. 

Some  of  the  harness  at  this  post  has  been  in  wear  over  six  years. 

TBANSPOBT. 

The  transport  is  in  very  good  order.    There  are^- 
7  heavy  waggons. 
6  spring        " 

2  doable  backboards. 
2  single         *' 

At  present  in  the  division.    This  inclades  those  with  the  detachments. 

Three  more  heavy  waggons  are  required,  as  we  have  not  sufficient  to  do  the 
work  of  the  post  and  district. 

SADDLIRT. 

Several  of  the  saddles  need  replacing,  being  worn  out  and  past  repairing. 

The  numnahs  also  need  replacing  badly,  nearly  all  baing  worn  out. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  next  ones  issued  be  made  of  brown  Army  felt, 
this  with  two  thickness  of  blanket  protecting  the  horse's  backs  thoroughly  on  the 
longest  trip,  having  proved  the  same  on  several  occasions,  especially  last  Spring, 
when,  with  35  mounted  men  riding  on  an  average  of  thirty  miles  a  day  for  nine 
weeks,  not  one  had  a  sore  back. 

CLOTHING. 

Men  are  fairly  supplied. 

HEALTH    OF  MEN. 

The  health  of  the  division  during  the  past  twelve  mouths  has  been  very  ffood  ; 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  slight  accidents  and  sickness,  has  been  &r  below 
the  average. 

OBIHE. 

There  has  been  very  little  crime  in  the  division  during  the  past  year,  the  oon- 
duct  of  the  men  being  very  good. 

DISOIPLINX. 

Considering  the  various  kinds  of  work  the  men  are  called  upon  to  do,  and  thmr 
absence  on  detachment  and  patrol  duties  for  weeks  and  months  at  a  time,  a  high 
state  of  discipline  has  been  maintained. 

BUILDINGS  AND  BABBAOK  FUBNITXTBB. 

New  barrack  accommodation  is  badly  needed  here.  Since  the  fire  the  men 
have  to  eat  the  meals  where  the  fbod  is  cooked.  There  is  no  reereatieo  room,  con- 
sequently their  men  have  to  amuse  themselves  the  best  way  they  can  in  their  barraek 
rooms.  The  latter  would  make  very  good  workshops,  but  are  scarcely  fit  fi>r  men 
to  live  in. 

When  the  new  barracks  are  built  I  would  beg  leave  to  make  the  same  sugKOft* 
tion  that  many  other  officers  of  the  force  have  been  making  for  years,  namely,  that 
the  men  be  provided  with  proper  iron  cots,  and  that  the  barradc«room  tables  and 
forms  have  iron  tressles  and  legs.    Their  cost  would  be  made  up  in  a  very  short 
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timei  as  it  takes  some  thousands  of  feet  of  lamber  yearly  to  keep  up  the  present 
make-shift  boards  and  tressles. 

Th«  old  staUes  have  been  greatly  improved  by  dap-boarding  them  on  the  out- 
side^ making  them  very  comfortable  for  the  winter. 

The  barraoks  have  also  been  greatly  improved  in  appearance  by  the  addition  of 
a  post  rail  and  wire  fence. 

A  new  hospital  and  single  officers'  quarters  are  also  badly  needed  here. 

I  enelose  a  relom  of  cases  tried  at  Calgary  and  Banff  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  the  30th  November,  1887,  and  the  estimates  for  the  coming  yoar. 

I  also  forward  a  distribation  state  of  the  division  for  the  30th  November,  1887» 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be,  Sir, 

Toor  obedient  servant, 

T.  WATTAM, 

Inspector  "-B"  Bividon. 
The  Commissioner 

North- West  Monnt  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX     L. 

North- West  Mounted  Police— General  Distribution  State  of  Men  and  Horeei. 
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APPENDIX   M. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SENIOR  SURGEON  JUKES,  1887. 

r 

BieiNA,  N.W.T.,  30fth  December,  1887, 

Completed  1\h  January,  1888, 

Sib,— I  have  tbe  honour  to  place  in  your  hands  my  annual  report  aaaenkMr  mes- 
cal officer  of  this  force  for  the  year  ezpiriog  30lh  November,  1887.  I  regret  that  its 
completion  should  have  been  so  long  delayed,  but  this  has  been  unavoidable^  paiify 
owing  to  the  large  number  of  documents,  returns  and  other  official  work  whicn  his 
accumulated  during  my  recent  absence  at  Ottawa,  which  demanded  immediate  attei- 
tion,  and  partly  to  the  late  arrival  of  the  annual  reports  from  Assistant  Surgeons  at 
some  of  the  outposts. 

My  report  iot  the  year  now  expiring  must  be  less  8atisfact(»y  than  I  ooald 
have  desired,  because,  during  that  period  no  opportunity  has  been  afforded  me  for 
visiting  and  inepeoting  outposts,  my  knowledge  of  what  has  taken  place  there 
having  been  confined,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  to  such  information  for  tb«  ^ 
most  part  as  could  be  gather^  from  the  monthly  sick  returns.  The  demands  made 
upon  headquarters  medical  supply  for  medical  stores,  and  the  sick  sent  down  ftrom 
various  outposts,  either  for  treatment  or  to  be  invalided,  whose  names  swell  the 
annual  report  of  siok  from  Begina,  the  large  number  of  cases  appearing  upon,  and 
the  severity  and  duration  of  many  of  them,  must  not,  therefore,  be  regarded  as 
indicating  anything  specially  unhealthy  in  the  situation  of  Be^na,  which,  in  this 
respect,  compares  favorably  with  any  other  post  in  the  Territories,  but  to  a  combi- 
nation of  causes  which,  under  existing  conditions,  combine  to  swell  the  number  and 
duration  of  cases  of  disease  or  injury  appearing  upon  the  annual  sick  repc^  from 
hea^^quarters,  a  few  of  which  may  be  here  cited  in  order  that  these  causes  may  be 
better  understood. 

To  begin  with,  it  must  be  remembered  that  all  new  recruits  are  admitted  first 
at  Segina,  where  they  are  posted  fbr  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  to  beconse  familiar 
with  their  drill  and  special  duties  before  being  transmitted  a)  competent  poUoamen 
to  the  outposts.  Maoy  of  these  are  young  men  hitherto  unaccustomed  to  work  of 
any  kind,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  riding,  or  of  the  handling,  grooming  and  maaage^ 
ment  of  horses,  a  fact  which  these  animals  are  remarkably  quick  in  apprehending. 
The  ordinary  routine  work  though  not  exceptionally  severe,  is  always  hardest  to  a 
new  recruit)  hitherto  unaccustomed  to  drill  and  discipline ;  added  to  which  aliiost 
every  new  comer  on  his  arrival  in  the  Territories,  suffers  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
from  relaxation  of  the  bowels,  frequently  amounting  to  diarrhoea,  dependent  mainly 
upon  the  alkaline  salts  found  almost  universally  in  all  water  every  where  except  near 
the  mountains.  This,  though  ordinarily  amounting  to  only  a  temporary  inconveni- 
ence, not  unfrequently  continues  for  many  days  and  occasionally  even  for  weekd, 
during  which  period  they  often  present  themselves  for  treatment  at  sick  parade, 
their  names  appearing  more  or  less  frequently  upon  the  daily  sick  reports  from  wMeh 
the  annual  report  is  compiled.  Many  also,  hitherto  unaccastomed  to  continuous  drill 
and  duty,  find  the  new  work,  until  they  bacome  accastomed  to  it,  sufficiently  trying, 
and  gladly  avail  themselves  of  any  slight  indisposi lion  to  escape  from  it  temporarily 
by  getting  upon  the  sick  report.  Some  recruits  also  from  their  ignorance  ot  riding 
and  the  management  of  hordes  generally,  not  unfrequently  sustain  injuries,  either  by 
being  thrown  from  their  horses  or  by  receiving  kicks  and  bruises  from  them,  both  in 
and  oat  of  stables,  some  of  which  are  occasionally  of  a  very  severe  nature,  confining 
them  to  hospital  for  various  and  uncek  tain  periods ;  added  to  which,  those  arriving 
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d«riDg  the  aatamo  months,  when  eDdemic  malarial  fever  may  be  apprehended  by 
the  vnacolimated  almost  everywhere  thronghont  the  North- West  Territories,  are 
speeially  liable  to  attaoks  of  this  nature,  and  with  such  it  is  often  more  than 
orainarily  severe  and  protracted.  It  mast  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  healthiest, 
soundest,  most  vigoroas  and  efficient  men  are  as  a  rate  forwarded  to  the  oatposts,  and 
that  all  serions  or  protracted  cases  of  disease  oocarring  at  these,  sooner  or  later,  as  a 
role,  find  their  way  to  head  qnarters  whenever  they  are  capable  of  bearing  the  joarney, 
either  for  farther  treatment  or  to  be  invalided,  where  they  often  remain  long  under 
treatment  in  ho^iial,  and  in  not  a  few  cases  are  altimately  restored  and  retarned  to 
duty. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  force  at  headquarters  averages  more  than 
double  the  number  to  be  found  at  any  ot  the  outposts,  and  that  the  continual  shifting 
and  changing  of  the  Assistant  Surgeons,  several  of  whom  have  temporarily  and  for 
limited  periods  taken  the  sick  parades  and  performed  the  hospital  duties  there, 
during  a  period  representing  altogether  nearly  seven  months  of  the  year  now  ex- 
pired ;  arriving,  as  they  do,  unflEtmiliar  with  the  individual  character  of  the  men ;  it 
oeoomes  comparatively  easy  for  chronic  malingerers,  of  whom  there  are  always 
some,  to  evaoe  duty  for  an  additional  term,  under  various  false  pretences,  and  for  a 
time  at  least  in  every  such  case,  adding  to  the  number  of  names  upon  the  daily  sick 
reports.  When  all  these  circumstances  are  taken  into  consideration,  it  will  no  longer 
he  considered  surprising  that  the  number  of  cases  appearing  on  the  annual  sick 
report  from  Begina  and  the  extended  duration  of  many  of  these,  is  largely  in  excess 
of  those  found  in  the  annual  sick  reports  sent  in  from  any  of  the  outposts. 

The  new  hospital  erected  during  the  past  summer  at  Begina,  though  a  great 
advance  upon  the  old  one,  is  not,  for  reasons  mentioned  below,  all  that  could  bo 
desired.     The  building  as  originally  projected,  was  provided  with   five  wards,  each 
capable  of  accommodating  five  patients,  a  total  of  25  available  beds  being  required 
for  a  force  ot  260  men ;  but  no  room  having  been  provided  by  the  architect  for  a  dis- 
pensary and  surgery,  it  became  necessary  to  fit  up  one  of  the  two  lower  wards  for 
that  purpose ;  the  other  has  been  converted,  by  necessity,  into  a  drug  supply  store, 
the  old  building  being  required  for  other  purposes,  and  the  whole  of  the  drugs  stored 
there,  together  with  the  new  consignment  recently  received  for  the  same  service, 
were  directed  to  be  removed  (I  trust  only  temporarily),  into  the  remaining  hospital 
ward  upon  the  ground  floor,  the  only  other  room  upon  that  floor  of  the  main  build- 
ing being  too  small  for  any  other  purpose  having  been  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
hospital  steward  and  staff  Surgeon  Bichards  in  charge  of  the  drug  supply,  leaving  only 
the  three  wards  upstairs,  capable  of  accommodating  fifteen  patients,  available  for 
the  reception  of  the  sick.    As  a  temporary  arrangement  and  under  favorable  con* 
ditlons,  this  may  probably  suffice  for  the  winter  months,  but  if  is  proposed  to  make 
it  permament,  nothing  can  well  be  more  objectionabie  or  destructive  of  the  order, 
well  being,  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  sick,  for  whom  the  hospital  building  was 
specially  dssi^ned.    Nothing  less  than  ten   beds  for  every  100   men  has  been  uni- 
formly considered  indispensable.    Under  existing  arrangements  we  have  ten  less 
than  my  former  report  upon  hospital   accommodation  asked  for,  and  which,  under 
very  possible  circumstances,  may  become  absolutely  indispensable.    But  apart  from 
these  considerations,  the  only  sufficient  access  to  the  ward  now  occupied  as  a  drug 
supply  store,  being  through  the  hall  door,  entrance  hall  and  corridor  of  the  hospital, 
from  which  a  broad,  open  stairway  ascends  to  the  wards  overhead,  all  medical  stores 
received  and  discharged,  together  with  all  packing  cases  and  materials  for  packing, 
must  necessarily  find  entrance  and  exit  to  and  from  the  drug  supply  store   by  this 
hall  alone;  to  the  dirt,  noise,  and  confusion  attending  which  operations,  mast  be 
added  the  hammering  and  other  disturbances  necessarily  involved  in  the  packing  and 
unpacking  of  consignments  of  stores,  and  the  transmission  of  these,  both  in  and  oat, 
through  the  front  hall  and  door,  which  constitutes,  as  I  have  said,  the  main  entrance 
to  the  hospital  proper,  and  the  only  way  through  which  they  can  pass ;  conditions 
entirely  hostile  to  the  order,  cleanliness,  privacy  and  repose  specially  demanded  in 
such  institutions,  the  imposition  of  which  must  impair  its  comfort  and  efficiency  for 
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the  parpotse  for  which  it  was  BpeoiaUy  designe^/'  I  have  sabmitted  temporarily  to 
Ihis  arraDgement  as  a  most  aawelcome  neeessity ;  bat  no  time  should  be  lost  when 
spring  opens,  in  providing  a  small  building  near  at  hand  for  use  as  a  drug  supplv 
store,  wnen  the  large  cellar  beneath  the  hospital  can  still,  unless  another  is  provided, 
be  made  available  for  storing  perishable  supplies,  whioh  must  otherwise  suffer  from 
exposure  to  frost. 

The  annual  sick  report  has  been  compiled  from  the  daily  sick  reports  for  Begina. 
To  me  it  is  by  no  means  a  satisfactory  document.  Daring  five  months  of  the  period 
covered  by  this  report,  the  sick  parade  daily  was  attended  personally  by  myself,  no 
other  medical  officer  being  at  headquarters ;  bat  these  duties  were  attended  to  for 
various  periods  of  the  remaining  seven  months  by  four  different  Assistant  Surgeons 
in  succession,  though  some  severe  cases  coming  into  hospital  at  that  period  were 
taken  charge  of  by  myself  personally.  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  which  appears 
extravagant  in  the  sick  report  referred  to,  may  be  readily  explained  by  the  sugges- 
tions made  in  this  report  The  great  number  of  cases  of  ordinary  oolds  and 
coughs  must  be  noticed,  occurring  in  a  climate  where,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
they  are  remarkably  rare.  This,  I  believe,  is  mainly  due  to  over-heating  of  the 
barracks,  especially  the  sleeping  apartments  at  night,  and  this  evil  existed  to  an 
almost  equal  extent  in  the  old  barrack  rooms  which  these  new  ones  have  sup- 

£  Wanted ;  some  measure  should  be  devised  by  which  this  can  be  remedied,  and  also 
y  which  the  rooms  may  be  properly  ventilated,  especially  when  the  storm  windows 
are  put  on,  without  creating  draughts. 

No  case  of  typho-malarial  fever  has  occurred  at  Begina  during  the  past  year; 
the  only  case  appearing  on  the  hospital  books  having  been  brought  in  from  Wood 
Mountain  suffering  from  that  disease,  and  the  remarkably  few  cases  of  malarial  fever 
occurring  during  the  same  period  (some  of  which  also  cane  from  Wood  Mountain), 
their  short  average  duration,  and  the  absence  of  any  fatality,  speak  highly  for  the  sani* 
tary  condition  of  Begina,  whioh  niay  not  only  bo  maintained,  but  possibly  improved 
upon,  in  succeeding  years,  if  the  same  careful  attention  is  observed  in  maintaining 
the  water  in  the  creek  at  a  uniform  level  by  the  dam  and  sluiceway  below  the  post, 
and  by  strictly  CDforcing  the  indispensable  regulation  that  no  offal,  garbage,  stable 
drainiogs  or  any  other  source  of  impurity  is  permitted  to  contaminate  its  waters. 
If  these  necessary  precautions  are  overlooked  or  neglected,  we  shall  sooner  or  later, 
saffer  from  a  recurrence  of  the  severe  endemic  fever  which  prostrated  so  many  ot 
our  men  in  the  autumn  of  1885,  though  happily  without  the  lods  of  a  single  life. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  introduction  of  dry  earth  closets  at  the  hospital,  as  in 
severe  weather  it  would  be  impossible  to  empty  them  or  keep  them  clean  unless  with- 
in the  building,  to  which  I  am  equally  opposed.  With  ordinary  care  the  present 
closet,  which  is  well  cut  off  from  the  building,  is  easy  of  access  and  can  be  well  venti- 
lated, will  be  perfectly  safe  if  thoroughly  cleansed  in  the  spring  and  autumn  and  pro- 
perly disinfected;  provided  no  slops  are  permitted  to  be  thrown  into  the  vault,  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance. 

So  long  as  these  and  similar  suggestions,  often  repeated,  are  carefully  attended 
to,  the  health  of  the  Headquarters  Post,  so  far  as  endemic  fever  is  concerned,  will 
continue  to  compare  fayorably  with  other  posts  in  the  North- West  Territories.  We 
are  always  exposed  to  the  possible  introduction  of  contagious  zymotic  disease,  intro- 
duced by  railway  travellers  and  immigrants,  and  this  danger  is  increased  by  our  inti- 
mate connection  with  Begina,  a  growing  town  and  station  on  the  railway  line  ;  but 
even  these,  should  they  be  introduced,  as  they  have  already  been  on  several  occasions, 
will  be  favourably  modified  to  us  if  sanitary  regulations  are  strictly  maintained  and 
enforced. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1887, 1  proceeded  to  Ottawa  to  assist  in  making  the 
arrangements  necessary  for  providing  the  annual  hospital  and  veterinary  supplies. 
Daring  my  absence  the  medical  charge  of  Begina  passed  temporarily  into  the  hands 
of  Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen,  who  performed  the  medical  duties  of  the  poet  until  12th 
September,  from  which  date  until  my  arrival  on  the  26th  of  October  the  duties  of 
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sick  parade  aod  hospital  were  taken  by  Dr.  Dodd,  of  Eegina,  who  has  since  received 
the  appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon  at  this  post. 

With  reference  to  Begimental  No.  1475,  Constable  Thomas,  sent  down  by  Assis- 
tant Surgeon  Aylen,  to  be  invalided  about  a  year  ago  for  an  ingroinal  hernia  sns* 
tained  by  him  while  on  duty,  I  retained  him  in  order  to  attempt  his  radical  core. 
In  that  attempt  I  have  happily  succeeded — for  the  last  six  or  seven  weeks  he  has. 
dispensed  altogether  with  a  tr,uss,  and  has  only  been  continued  at  <<  light  duty"  in 
the  armourer's  shop  to  prevent  the  possible  recurrence  of  the  disease  by  too  early 
and  violent  exercise.  For  the  last  month  he  has  been  urgently  soliciting  me  to 
recommend  his  return  to  Fort  Saskatchewan  as  armourer  there— a  duty  for  which  hi» 
former  trade,  as  a  machinist,  qualifies  him,  but  I  prefer  keeping  him  for  a  time 
l)eneath  my  observation  until  £  am  satisfied  that  the  cure  is  permanent.  If  my 
iDstruetions  are  followed  and  he  is  permitted  to  continue  awhile  longer  at  his  present 
employment,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  his  recovery  will  be  perfect 

Accompanying  the  estimate  and  annual  sick  report  from  Oalgary  will  be  found 
two  excellent  and  carefully  written  reports  from  Assistant  Surgeon  Par6  in  charge  of 
that  post,  relating  to  his  experience  of  the  outbreak  of  fever  at  Eootenay,  to  which 
post  ne  was  suddenly  ordered  during  my  absence  at  Ottawa,  to  assist  Dr.  Powell, 
who,  with  many  others  of  *'  D  "  Division  had  been  suddenly  struck  down  with  fever 
at  that  post  in  the  heart  of  the  mountains.  The  first  of  these  reports,  dated  31st 
October,  was  received  by  me  during  the  absence  of  the  Commissioner,  and  was  then 
referred  by  me  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner  in  command,  who  returned  it  to  me 
after  its  perusal ;  the  second,  is  his  annual  report  for  Calgary.  In  both  of  these 
reports  he  enters  largely  into  the  subject  of  the  fatal  endemic  fever  lately  prevailing 
at  Eootenay,  from  a  severe  attack  of  which  Dr.  Powell  has  only  lately  recovered.  Dr. 
Par6  is  an  active,  intelligent  and  efficient  officer,  of  whose  professional  capacity  I 
entertain  a  high  opinion,  and  who  deserves  great  credit  for  the  prompt  and  energetic 
discharge  of  his  duties  on  this  occasion.  Practiciog  his  profession  until  very  recently 
in  the  Province  of  Qaebefc,  he  has  hitherto  had  little  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  practically  with  diseases  due  to  malaria,  from  which  that  Pro- 
vince is  comparatively  free,  and  perhaps  from  this  cause,  views  the  fever  lately 
prevailing  at  Eootenay  in  a  somewhat  diflferent  light  to  that  in  which  I  regard  it ;  but 
jadgiDg  from  his  own  description  and  my  own  long  experience  in  a  highly  malarious 
district  during  the  thirty-five  years  preceding  my  appointment  to  this  force,  I  am 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  Constables  Mason  and  Fisher,  whose  symptoms  he  details, 
and  probably  some  others,  died  from  what  is  known  a  hoemorhagic  malaria  fever,  a 
very  fatal  form  of  endemic  malaria  fever  occurring  in  certain  seasons  and  localities. 

The  more  clearly  I  come  to  understand  the  conditions  existing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Eootenay  Post,  from  the  various  accounts  received  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  fever  there,  the  clearer  becomes  my  conviction,  that,  though  accompanied,  as 
many  such  malarial  endemics  are,  by  symptoms  of  a  low,  typhoid  character,  this 
fatal  fever  was  unquestionably  of  malarious  origin,  and  must,  to  a  certain  extent 
have  been  dependent  upon  the  position  of  the  post ;  a  very  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  topography  of  such  a  country,  and  the  ordinary  course  of  the  prevailing  winds 
through  the  mountain  passes,  deep  valleys  and  river  bottoms,  and  their  relation  to 
the  numerous  large  bogs  or  morasses ;  some  of  which  become  probably,  dry  during 
the  summer ;  being  required  before  any  definite  opinion  of  the  source  from  which 
the  deadly  exhalations  arose  could  be  satisfactorily  ascertained  and  expressed  ;  but 
the  mere  fact  that  malarial  fever  has  once  made  its  baneful  presence  so  severely  felt  at 
Eootenay  compels  me  to  believe  it  will  be  likely  to  recar  at  similar  periods  and  under 
similar  conditions  so  long  as  any  considerable  body  of  unaooli mated  men  are  stationed 
thcie  during  the  autumn  months,  and  perhaps  in  a  modified  and  less  fatal  form  in 
the  spring  of  the  year  also,  when  marked  variations  of  temperature  occur  between 
noon  and  midnight. 

These  suggestions  may  possibly  receive  as  little  attention  as  many  of  a  like 
nature  which  have  preceded  them— but  any  competent  medical  authority  familiar 
with  the  ravages  caused  by  malaria  among  unacclimated  troops  or  bodies  of  men 
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etationed  indiBtriotB  where  malaria  uniformly  aboanda  at  certain  well  defined  oeaainii 
of  the  year,  will  confirm  what  I  have  written,  and  would  probably  agree  with  me 
in  foretelling  the  reoarrence  of  endemic  fever  there  under  similar  conditiona  and 
during  simimr  seaeona  to  those  through  which  the  post  has  recently  passed,  though 
future  endemics  may  vary  much  in  type  and  character,  here  as  everywhere,  under 
changed  atmospheric  eonditions. 

The  intelligent  report  of  Assistant  Snrg^n  Powell,  throws  additional  light  upon 
ihe  causes  contribating  to  the  outbreak  of  fever  at  Kootenay,  from  which  he  per- 
sonally sufifered  severely,  and  he  is  clearly  disposed  to  attribute  its  outbreak  to  t^ 
presence  of  malaria.  There  can  be  no  question  that  this  view  of  the  subjeot  is 
correct,  though,  possibly,  the  main  sources  from  which  it  was  derived  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  oi  the  post  I  am  pleased  also  to  observe  that 
Dr.  Powell  does  full  jostice  to  the  excellence  and  abundance  of  the  medical  supplies 
and  hospital  comforts  provided,  '<  and  everythlDg  which  would  in  any  way  tend  to 
promote  the  well-being  of  the  patients."  This  is  extremely  gratifying,  coming  from 
so  thoroughly  competent  a  medical  ofEloer,  though  the  supplies  at  every  other  post 
have  been  famished  in  even  greater  profusion.  The  surgical  instraments  asked  for 
by  Dr.  Powell  in  his  annual  requisition,  herewith  fonrorded,  sh9ald  be  provided 
with  the  least  possible  delay  and  forwarded  as  soon  as  practicable. 

It  is  also  pleasant  to  hear  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Talloch,  Acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon at  Fort  Saskatchewan  that  the  stock  of  drugs  at  that  post  is  fall  and  satitfteo- 
tory.  There  can  be  no  question  that  no  troops  in  the  world  are  better  provided 
for  in  this  respect  than  the  North- West  Uountea  Police. 

The  following  documents  are  herewith  enclosed  : — 

1.  Annual  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Baldwin,  Fort  UacLeod. 

2.  Annual  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen,  Battleford. 

3.  Annual  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Par4,  Calgary,  together  with  special 
report  of  journey  to  Kootenay. 

4.  Annual  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Dodd,  Bagina. 

5.  Annual  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Powell,  Kootenay,  B.C. 

6.  Annual  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Bain,  Prince  Albert. 

7.  Annual  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Tulloch,  Fort  Saskatchewan. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


JUKES. 
Senior  Surgemi. 
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N0BTH-WB3T  MOUNTBD  toUOE. 
SoHiDULi  A.— Sick  Beport  for  Regina,  ior  the  Tear  1887. 
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Surgeon's  Beoarki. 


Bimplj  requiring  cathartiei. 

M osilj  from  the  water. 

Both  inTaUded. 

Malarial. 

From  Wood  Mountain ;  in  hospital. 

Prokibly  from  ridtag • 


One  iuTalided.  . 
luTalided. 

Diphthoritea. 


Brought  in  from  *<  F  "  Dlrision,  Touehwocd  Post : 
Torj  serious  and  protraeted. 


By  fall  from  horse  ;  rery  serious,  tennlaating  in 

loss  of  Tision  in  left  eje :  inralided^    See  mr 

report  of  December  80, 1866.    A.  J. 
Dragged  bj  a  horse,  his  hand  held  test  in  ring  of 

picket  rope;    sent  down  from  «0"  DlTiuon. 

Lethbridge. 

One  from  Lethbridge. 

The  majority  when  riding  school  was  burnt. 

This  man  came  down  from  "O''  DiTision,  rup* 
tured  by  being  thrown  from  horse  on  duty,  ta 
be  iuTalided.  I  treated  him  for  radical  cure, 
and  he  has  long  been  at  duty  in  armourer's  shop, 
the  hernia  cored,  and  all  treatment  abandoned ; 
he  wears  no  tiiKs,  and  has  now  no  hernia :  kept 
long  at  light  duty,  eicused-riding,  to  enable  tho 
enre  to  be  effected. 
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SoHBDHLs  A«— Animal  Siok  Beport  for  Begina  for  the  Tear  188T— ObndifdiHL 
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A.  JUKB8,  ILB., 
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APPENDIX   N. 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  ASSISTANT  SUBGBON  BAJjDWIN,  188T. 

Fort  Uaoliod,  IbI  Deoember,  1887. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  enoloBe  mv  annaal  sick  report  for  the  year,  ending 
3ath  November,  1887. 

I  would  draw  yonr  attention  to  the  abeenoe  of  any  oase  of  typho-malarial  fever 
«o  called,  at  this  post  daring  the  past  yean 

I  wonld  state  that  in  my  opinion  the  present  system  of  cesspool  latrines  is  ex- 
•ceedingly  unhealthy  and  I  would  strongly  urge  the  adoption  of  dry-earth  closets, 
especially  in  posts  situated  in  sandy  soil. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  the  present  system  of  issuing  blankets  to  the  men  be 
discontinued.  At  present  a  man  enjoining  receives  three  pairs  which  he  is  supposed 
to  keep  for  the  five  years.  I  would  recommend  that  clean  blankets  be  issued  every 
month  and  that  all  blankets  in  use  for  that  length  of  time  be  returned  to  store  for 
ihe  purpose  of  being  washed. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  a  charge  of  ten  cents  per  diem  be  allowed  against 
patients  in  hospital  for  messing.  This  is  the  same  rate  paid  voluntarily  by  the  mea 
in  the  troop  mess,  and  if  this  would  be*  allowed  in  hospital  it  would  do  away  with 
^ztra  pay  of  cook. 

I  accompanied  ''  K  **  Division  from  Battleford  to  this  post,  leaving  Eattleford  in 
18th,  Hay  and  arriving  at  this  post  on  2nd  June,  Although  we  had  some  very  wet 
and  cohi  days  during  the  trip,  1  am  glad  to  say  that  we  had  not  a  single  case  of 
tUaesB  or  accident  among  the  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

H.  Y.BALDWIN, 

AuUtant  Swrgeon. 
Forwarded 

P.  R  IlBALl, 

Superintendent  Commanding  Itacleod  District. 
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NORTHWEST  MODNTBD  POLICB. 
GiNiBAL  Siok  Beport  for  Maoleod  for  the  Tear  1887. 
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GsHXRAi.  Siok  fiepprt  for  the  Tear  IBSl—Ckmcluded. 
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Lnmbifo  ....*•  ^^  ......... ...... ......... ...... 

Tertlgo  .. 

OonTnlaion...;..... ..........  ..................... 

Tuolfttion  ....•»•.•  M.M......M... .....M..  ..•••• 

1 
11 

a 

16 
6 

12 
8 
1 
1 

a 

22 

4 

15 

18 

88 

8 

7 

7 

do 
Returned  to  duty. 
Iffedidne,  and  on  duty. 

do 
ftetumed  to  duty. 

do 
Medieine .  and  on  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

Daily  aTorage  of  men  in  barraokf  during  the  year,  188. 

do  do       at  morning  dok  parade  during  the  year,  8. 

do  do      in  hoepitafduring  the  year,  ft. 

do  do       un^r  treatment  in  barraoki  daring  the  year,  8. 


Fobt^ICaoliod,  30th  November^  1887. 


A.  T.  BALDWIN, 

AsmsUmt  awrgmiu 
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APPENDIX    O. 

ANNUAL  EBPORT  OF  ASSISTANT  SURGEON  AYLBN,  1887. 

Battliford,  hth  Deoember,  1887* 

To  the  CommiflBioner  North- West  Moanted  Police, 

Begina. 

SoLf — ^I  have  the  honoar  to  present  yon  with  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  November,  1887. 

Ixom  December,  1886,  to  Jane,  1887, 1  was  stationed  at  Fort  Saskatohewani  and 
had  medical  charge  ot"  Q  "  Division.  I  visited  the  detachment  at  Edmonton  once 
a  week  and  Bed  Deer  once  a  month.  There  were  a  few  serioas  cases  last  winter, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  they  all  made  good  recoveries.  It  is  wonderftil  how  few 
venereal  cases  there  were  in  this  division.  I  venture  to  say  that  there  are  not 
another  hundred  men  in  the  Dominion  that  can  ^ive  as  clear  a  record. 

On  the  14th  of  June  last  I  reported  at  Calgary  for  duty ;  on  the  16th  I  took 
stock  and  found  everything  in  splendid  condition.  Prisoner  Fisher  was  the  only 
patient  in  hospital,  suffering  from  a  gunshot  wound.  On  examining  him  I  found  that 
an  abscess  had  formed,  I  opened  it  ireely  and  in  a  short  time  he  recovered  and  was 
transferred  to  Begina  to  put  in  his  unexpired  time  of  imprisonment. 

On  the  29th  of  June  I  received  orders  to  join  Supt  Steele  at  Golden  City,  m 
rcut€  to  the  Eootenay  District.  On  the  2nd  of  July  I  took  medical  charge  of  ^'  D  ** 
Division,  the  men  were  in  splendid  condition  and  seemed  to  enjoy  camp  lifo.  On 
the  4th  of  July  I  received  orders  to  return  to  Calgary.  On  the  7th  July,  I  took 
medical  charge  of  *'  G  ''  Division  again  ;  during  the  short  time  I  had  ohaige  of  this 
division  there  was  very  little  sickness. 

On  the  15th  of  August  I  received  orders  to  report  at  Begina  for  duly.  On  the 
Ifth  of  that  month  I  took  medical  charge  of  the  depot.  This  division  ezoelaany  three 
divisions  for  sickness  that  I  have  had  charge  of 

During  the  short  time  I  had  medical  charge  of  the  depot,  it  fell  upon  me  to 
recommend  five  constables  to  be  invalided  as  follows : — 

Beg.  No.  1475 — Constable  Thomas— suffering  from  hernia. 

Beg.  No.  1750*  Corporal  Johnston*-suffering  from  varicocele.  I  believe  he 
has  recovered  enough  to  do  light^.daty,  but  I  fear  he  will  be  laid  up  again  shortly. 

Beg.  No.  1804 — Constable  Stephens— suffering  from  varicocele,  contracted 
before  he  enlisted.    Invalided. 

Bi&g,,  No.  1963 — Constable  Brown — Suffering  from  supperative  nephritis,  con- 
tracted before  enlisting.    Invalided. 

Beg.  No.  2011— <7onstable  Underbill— Suffering  from  tertiary  syphilis,  con- 
tracted before  enlisting.    Invalided. 

On  the  12th  of  September  I  received  orders  to  report  at  Battleford  for  duty  on 
the  19th.  I  took  medical  cnarge  of  ''  G "  Division  and  found  the  hospital  and 
drugs  in  very  good  condition.  The  men  are  in  excellent  health ;  fever  has  disap- 
peared altogether ;  there  is  not  a  single  case  in  the  neighborhood  of  Batdeford,  and 
if  next  summer  is  not  an  exceptionally  dry  one  I  don't  think  it  will  reappear. 

I  beg  to  recommend  that  a  verandidi  be  placed  in  front  and  on  one  side  of  the 
hospital,  and  that  a  bay-window  be  made  in  the  surgeiy,  as  there  is  not  sufficient 
light  at  present  for  dispensing.  With  these  two  additions  Battleford  will  have  the 
finest  hospital  in  the  North- West  Mounted  Police. 
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Tbe  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  is  excellent,  great  care  is  tak«i» 
in  the  removal  of  dirty  water  and  slops  of  all  kinds. 

I  enclose  yon  an  appendix  of  diseases  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  NoTcmber,  1887.  This  inolvdes  '<  E  '*  Division  which  waa 
fltatteied  here  from  December,  1886,  till  May,  1887. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir^ 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

P.  ATLBN,  IL  D.,  0.  If  „ 

North- We9t  Mounted  PoSa;. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


110 


NOETH-WBST  MOUNTED  POUCB. 
DmAsn  treated  in  the  Bsttleford  Hospital  darine  the  Tear 

ofNovethber/ldW.'-      ' '^      " 


tiio3«di 


Diieosei. 


VoUtflalfbTor...^..^...^^...  «^  .• 


^tonor^l  debility.  -*... 


Local  DiieM$e$* 

XjDOfOO     •••M*  aM**!  t*..««  •  '•..••M     •••« 

■piioptiform  coQTultiont  ...... 

Lumbago  ..•^.  ..^ ^  •  ...... 


KennUgio  ••••—• 

Odontolgia 

Pleiirod7iiia..M*.. 

SciaUca 

Ooiipdeiol«il.. 
Cephalalgia  ^^ 


R$9piratofy  SptUm, 

Bronohitif  ••••••.•• .,  •••.  ,..m.  •••••*  —,••  ——••  • 

vaiarrn  •  m*.**  .•—•*»••  ••••*•  «•••« .%»———» —^< 

Ooryia  

LaryaglUf 
Fleority  .... 
Phaijngitif 
■Qninij.^..  ••^«... 


DiguUpc  S^iUm. 


fiilioiis 

OoUe  ........... 

Oonstlpatioii .«  . 
DiarrboDa  •»..•..•. 

Djsenterj.^. 

^^pep8la......MM 

HfMnorrhoida.^... 
Impacted  ibroM . 


JLODe  .•  ..MM.*  m*———  MM.«  ».»■■»•» 

ABUiraX    ..M«*   MMMa.M****  ••••••  M«< 

€ha«ft M ^ 

Boiema  «mm»  ..~..*.. .........  — ...^ 

Brytbema. 

Herpea  m^.. 

Prurigo*. 

Paoriaiii 

SoaUef.. 

Sebarrbcea .. 

ITrticaria.... 


8 
25 


30 

li 


t 

6 

63 

1 

1 
26 


6 
2 

19 
61 

1 

11 
14 

1 


24 


38 

3 

8 

17 

1 
1 
1 
24 
16 
2 


T 
2 

1 

3 

19 

19 

3 


1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
6 
18 


1 

8 

18 

21 

T 

1 
1 
2 

4 
1 
1 


Bemarkg, 


Beoorered;  letnned  to  dvtj. 


BecoTered;  letorned  to  daty. 
do  do  do 


Still  under  treatment. 

BecoTered;  letamed  to  duty, 
do  do  do 

InraUded. 

ReooTored ;  letarned  to  dntj. 
do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 


BeeoTored;  letonod  to  ditj. 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 


retnraed  to  dutr. 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

BeooTeied; 

retnrned  to  dntj. 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 

do 

do           do 
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TSf.W.  HouNTXD  Polios. — Disbabis  treated  in  the  Battleford  Hospital,  &o.— C!mi. 


^ 

8 
2 

2 

39 

14 

88 

4 

8 

6 

1 
6 

Remark!. 

Pn^tottDQ  of  hMrt  ^•..^..  •  - 

Adenitis . ... 

Dislocated  olaTiole  ......^ ^.....  .••... 

Froet  bite ...^... 

CKiariiot  wound.  ..» -...^ ......... •..•.^. 

Minor  tnrgety  .......^  ^.•.....  .•.•.^^  ......^ ... 

1 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
92 
1 

2 
2 

1 

BeeoTered ;  retaraed  to  datj.. 
do            do           *> 

Two  ttUl  under  treatment 
Becorered ;  returned  to  dtetj. 
do             do           do 
do             do           do 
do             do           do 
do             do           do 

5/wfal  5f  rvte#. 

OonjnnetiTitiB  .....^•-.^..^ 

OplnhataDia ......m. 

Oonieal  nlaer  ^.^^.  ....-.« .....^...w.*..... ..., 

do             do           do 
do             do           d)» 

P.  AYLBN,  M.D.,  CM., 

Asiistant  Surgeon,  N.J^.ICF. 
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APPENDIX    P. 

ANNUAL  BBPORT  OP  ASSISTANT  SURGEON  DODD,  1877. 

BiGiNA,  December,  1887. 

Sot, — I  have  the  honour  in  making  this,  my  first  annual  report,  to  oattine  mj 
-work  since  the  commencement  of  my  connection  with  this  Forces  although  prior  to 
1st  October,  the  date  of  my  appointment,  I  was  only  contingently  engaged. 

On  the  13th  of  September  my  services  were  called  into  request  owiog  to  the 
mbsence  of  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes,  whose  presence  was  demanded  by  duty  elsewhere. 
The  sick  parade  and  the  routine  medical  duties  of  the  post  were  taken  by  myself 
until  the  4th  October,  when  fever  being  reported  as  having  broken  out  in  the  Wood 
Mountain  detachment,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  offering  to  go  to  that  point,  where  it  was 
fMHisidered  my  services  might  possibly  be  of  value. 

Leaving  fiegina  on  the  5tb,  Wood  Mountain  was  reached  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th,  a  delay  arising  on  the  road  through  the  death  of  one  of  the  horses  used  for  my 
transport  On  my  arrival  Staff  Sergeaot  Tulloch,  hospital  steward,  was  found 
suffering  from  an  attack  of  typho-malarial  fever.  By  a  course  of  that  treatment, 
which  1  have  found  to  be  most  successful  in  dealing  with  cases  of  this  disease,  which 
is  peculiar  to  this  country,  the  patient  so  far  recovered  that  I  was  able  to  return  to 
Begina  on  the  26th  October.  Two  days  after  my  return  another  despatch  was 
received  from  Wood  Mountain  to  the  effect  that  Staff  Sergeant  Tulloch  had  suffered 
m  relapse,  and  a  request  was  made  that  I  should  again  proceed  thither.  Arriving  there 
i.n  the  30th  of  that  month,  I  found  the  patient  improving,  but  a  few  more  cases  had 
unfortunately  developed.  By  the  1 0th  November,  Staff  Sergeant  Tulloch  being  aUe 
to  travel,  was  sent  with  Inspector  Drajner,  who  was  suffering  from  rheumatiBm,  to 
iMBMdquarters.  I  remained  at  Wood  Mountain  attending  to  the  other  cases  until  the 
return  of  the  division  to  this  place,  when  I  brought  two  patients  sufficiently  strong 
to  «ndertake  the  journey. 

Arriving  at  Kegina  on  Thurday,  17th  November,  my  patients,  Sergeant  Straion 
and  Constable  Both,  were  placed  in  hospital. 

The  old  post  at  Wood  Mountain  was  in  bad  sanitary  condition  and  not  healthily 
sitnatedfthe  buildings  had  become  damp  from  decay  and  age.  The  old  latrine  pits  htd 
jiartially  been  filled  up,  and  these  had  Deen;used  as  receptacles  for  the  filth  of  the  poet 
Ab  they  were  situated  in  the  proximity  of  the  houses,  the  miasmatic  exhalations  nom 
tiiem  could  not  fail  to  be  deleterious  in  the  extreme,  and  no  doubt  contributed  their 
rihare  to  producing  the  disease  that  caused  my  visit.  The  water,  too,  I  was  informed, 
bad  been  used  for  all  purposes,  and  was  drawn  from  a  small  stream,  which  was 
polluted  by  settlers  and  Indians  resident  upon  its  banks,  about  one  hundred  yarde 
from  the  post,  and  it  was  noticed  by  me  that  the  water  was  actually  polluted  in  the 
manner  I  suspected,  as  old  skins  were  seen  soaking  therein,  and  other  sources  of  oon- 
tamination  were  noticed. 

The  new  barracks  are  admirably  located ;  they  are  on  a  hill,  the  sub-soil  of 
which  is  gravel,  which  is  surrounded  by  small  ravines.  Excellent  water  is  to  be  had 
at  a  depth  of  25  feet,  and  will  be  in  no  danger  of  pollution  from  any  source  if  the 
spot  for  sinking  a  well  is  judiciously  chosen.  The  buildings  are  both  commodiooe 
and  well  arranged,  reflecting  great  credit  upon  those  who  planned  them,  and  arrange- 
ments for  keeping  them  in  excellent  sanitary  condition  have  been  made  by  Superin- 
tendent Jaivis,  the  officer  in  command. 

Two  of  the  patients,  Staff  Sergeant  Tulloch  and  Serjeant  Straton,  the  first  sent 
into  headquarters  on  the  10th  November  and  the  latter  brought  in  by  myself  with 
the  Division,  have  both  returned  to  duty. 
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SolBdttit  attantioii  was  not  given^by  the  arohiteotyto  the  ventUation  of  the  boild-^ 
iDgB  put  up  at  Begina  this  yean  This  remark  applieB  partioalarly  to  the  new  quartern- 
lor  men  and  the  hospital,  in  both  of  whioh  ventilation  is  all  important.  The  build- 
ings are  heated  by  diy  hot  air,  and  complaints  are  heard  from  the  men  that  their 
sle^  is  not  refreshing.  Feyerish  colds,  which  are  to  be  pat  down  to  lack  of  supply^ 
cf  proper  air,  are  of  constant  occurrence.  The  ventilation  of  the  hospital  cannot  h^ 
ngulated  although  it  should  be  possible  to  adjust  it  to  perfection  as  a  properly  regu- 
lated air  supply  is  of  paramount  importance. 

I  would  recommend  immediate  changes,  which  after  discussion  with  affentle- 
vian  expert  in  the  subject  ot  ventilation,  I  believe  to  be  quite  feasible,  and  if  so  de- 
aired  will  be  happy  to  suggest 

The  buildinffs,  excepting  in  the  respect  just  mentioned,  are,  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view,  alTtiiat  coud  he  desired.  The  latrine  system  which  has  been  in  vogue, 
18  anything  but  as  perfect  as  it  should  be,  and  dry  earth  disposal  should  be  substituted 
Ibr  the  present  system. 

The  hospital  is  unfurnished  with  conveniences  of  this  nature. 

In  conclusion  of  this  my  first  report  I  would  acknowledge  the  courtesy  extended 
to  me  upon  entering  the  Force,  especially  by  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes  my  immediato 
saperior. 

I  have  not  felMt  incumbent  upon  me  to  touch  upon  other  matters  of  sanitation 
and  routine  in  connection  with  the  Medical  Department  than  those  aforesaid,  as  no 
dcmbt*^this  will  be  done  by  the  senior  surgeon.  Appended  hereto,  by  instructions  of 
the  SeniorSurgeon,  is  the  headquarters'  sick  report  for  the  past  year,  also  drugs  and 
inatrnments  for  1888  required. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Siri 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

HBNRT  DODD. 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
The  Gommissioner  North- West  Mounted  Police,     v 

Begina. 
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APPENDIX    Q. 


ANNUAL  BEPOBT  OF  ASSISTANT  SnBGBON  PABft,  18^. 

NORTH-WllST  M&UNTID  POLIOB, 

Oalgaet,  N.  W.  T.,  I9th  December^  188T. 

li.  W.  HiBomcMB,  Bsq., 

OommiflBioiier  North- West  Mounted  Polioe, 

Sm, — ^Ihave  the  honour  to  tender  yon  my  annnal  report  for  the  year  < 
30th  November,  1887. 

On  reporting  for  dnty  at  headquarters,  Begina,  in  the  beginning  of  Angtut, 
1887, 1  was  plaoed  in  medioal  oharge  of  the  post  by  the  Senior  Sdrgeon^  bat  re- 
miuned  only  a  fcw  days,  being  transferred  to  Oalgaty,  where  I  relieved  Arastant 
linrgeon  Aylen  and  took  medioal  oharffe  of  the  post  on  18th  August  There  were 
then  four  men  off  duty,  two  being  in  hospital.  I  had  the  honour  to  addr^  ycm  a 
specialreport  concerning  two  of  those  cases,  vis.,  Beg.  No.  ll!22,  dergeant  Major 
Kempster  and  Beg.  No.  526,  constable  Douse. 

Since  I  was  attached  to  the  division  and  also  during  the  whole  year  as  the  **  montlir 
ly  returns  '*  show,  the  geueral  health  of  the  men  had  been  very  good  indeed^ 
l^e  majority  of  cases  being  the  usual  trifling  ailments  of  the  daily  siok  parade,  uid 
the  remainder  in  great  part  the  result  of  acoidents.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  hava 
no  cases  of  death  to  reoord  for  the  past  year. 

I  would  have  drawn  your  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  bar- 
racks in  general,  their  insufficiency  of  space,  &c.,  and  to  the  dilapidated  state  of  the 
boepital  in  particular,  but  I  was  informed  that  new  buildings  were  to  be  erected  this 
falL  .  . 

Twice  I  was  sent  on  detachment,  first  to  High  Biver,  and,  seoondly,  to  the  Blaok- 
foot  Grossing.  From  the  first  place  I  brought  back  a  civilian  who  had  been  shot  through 
the  arm,  he  was  attended  to  in  the  hospital  here,  and  sent  home  cured*  Both  tripe 
as  far  as  our  men  were  concerned,  were  medically  speaking  quite  uneventful^  there 
being  no  accidents  of  any  description,  and  the  health  of  the  men  keeping  good. 

On  2nd  October,  I  was  ordered  to  Kootenay,  B.  G.,  to  attend  some  of  the  men  si^ 
with  the  fever,  Dr  Powell,  the  surgeon  in  oharge  being  down  with  the  fever  at  the 
time.  As  already  stated  in  the  special  report  of  my  trip  to  Kootenay,  I  found  the 
Fever  to  be  typhoid.  I  failed  to  see  any  local  cause  for  the  outbreak  of  the  dtneaee 
in  the  immediate  surroundings  of  the  camp.  South  of  the  camp  across  the  Kootenay 
in  the  intervening  space  between  this  river  and  Ihe  mountains  is  a  flat  which  was 
completely  covered  by  the  ezceptioDally  high  water  of  this  spring's  flood  that  oar- 
ried  thereon  fallen  trees,  rotten  wood  and  other  vegetable  matters,  which  under  the 
influence  of  the  also  exeeptUmatly  great  heat  of  this  past  summer,  must  have  given 
forth  deleterious  exhalations  to  which  this  fever  might  be  attributed.  The  oamn 
and  barracks  are  beautifully  situated  on  a  flat  sandy  elevation  which,  oovered  with 
large  pine  trees,  gently  slopes  from  north  to  south,  on  three  sides  of  which  is  a  hi§^ 
cut  bank,  sepaiate  trom  a  lower  flat  on  the  east  side.  A  few  hundred  feet  below  this 
plateau,  the  Wild  Horse  Biver  rushes  by,  making  for  itself  at  the  first  obstacle,  a  new 
channel  through  its  gravely  bed  from  the  west  side  and  sweeping  graoefhllv  around 
the  southern  and  front  point  of  the  barracks,  the  Kootenayi  to  which  the  St  Mary  has 
just  added  its  waters,  flows  also  with  considerable  rapidityi  AU  around  (on  all  8ides> 
at  short  distance  and  dominating  the  plateau  by  a  few  thousand  feet  are  the  lofty 
jDHsaks  of  the  Bookies,  the  Wild  Horse  Pass,  &c,  the  Paroell  and  Selkirk  Bangea. 
This  description,  as  exact  as  I  possibly  can  make  it^  is  to  plaoe  the  Senior  Sugeon  in. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116 


poflBeBsion  of  the  fitots  oonoerning  the  oamp  ftnd  its  surroundiii^.  The  little  aban» 
doned  ohannehi  of  the  Wild  Horse  ftbove  mentioned  dry  very  quickly,  leftving  hardly 
any  mnd  on  the  gravel.  There  is  no  vegetable  matter  apparent  in  the  whole  Dottom ;: 
nothing  bnt  gravel,  and  as  stated,  I  am  informed  that  the  overflowing  of  the  flat 
aerosB  the  Kootenay  is  exceptional. 

I  cannot  dose  this  report  withont  bc^gging  liberty  to  draw  yonr  attention  to  tho 
ability,  seal  and  pnnotnality  with  which  Senfi.  Graydon,  the  hospital  sergeant  of  thi» 
post,  performs  his  daties  ;  a  more  aocnrate,  better  informed  and  more  consoientioos 
cBi^nser  cannot  be  desired,  and  if  I  might  be  permitted,  I  would  like  to  express  the 
opinion  that  his  services  well  deserve  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  staff  sergeant. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

U  A.  PARI;, 

Amstant  Bvrgean. 
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NORTH-WEST  ICOUSTTBD  POLIOB. 
AmnrAL'Siok  Beport,  for  Galgaiy,  for  Tear  ending  Novemlwr  30, 188t. 


DiiMMe. 


>•••■•••  •••••• 


AbrMion  •••••••••  •• 

do     of  penif 
Abfoen.  ^..^..  •.. 
Adenitis  .•••»•  M.M. 
Anfemia^.......M. 

Angina  pectoiii  ». 
Balinitis......— .^^ 

Bilioo8neBS.^».^..^ 

Boil! 

Bronchitis ..-.-«. .. 
Bronchial  asthma 
Bruise. .••.••••  •••••••4 

Bamed  hands 
OaUrrh 
-Cariom  teeth. 
Cephalalgia  ..••...< 

Ohancre 

Ohills  and  ferer  . 
Oongh  and  colds 

OoUc 

Oonstipation  • .... 

Oontnslon 

GonjanotiTltis... 
OoxTza.M****  ••••••  ■ 

Debilit7. 

Detormitj  of  ehest 
Diarrbooa. 
Dyspei^ia 
Bar«ohe  ..< 
Eczema.  «i.. 
Brythoema 
Bztractio  dentis. . 
Bmption  of  soalp 
PeTer 

do    bilious 

do    urethral  ...••—• 

Fracture  of  claricle 

Frost-bite  ..............  -.^^ 

Functional  disturbance. 
Gastritis  .....^ .......... ^ 

•Gunshot  womnd.  ........... 

Viiee*  ....•...•  .....a ...... ....« 

Gastric  disturbance 

Hsemorrhoids 

Indigestion  ....•••  •—••——„ 
Injury  to  ■pine  ,^.,^^.., 
Irritation  cl  bladder.  .•... 
Laryngitis  ..••.••..«.•....  n 

Lead  colic  .......•.• 

Lumbago*  ^••—••m  ••.••mm  .. 


.  •••..  •••...•..  •...••  t..i 


Mettle  Bash.. 
Neuralgia .... 
Nenrousnesa, 
Odontologia. 

Opthahnia 

Pain  in  chest.  m..». 
Fain  in  side. ..... 

FalpitotioB 
Pleurisy  .m. 
Phymosis 
Bash 


Number 

of 
Cases. 

Number 

of 
Days. 

Arerage 
Duration. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1« 

16 

12 

12 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

4 

ao 

40 

2 

10 

45 
43 

4 

1 

1, 

11 

2) 

1 

1 

8 

I 

8 

) 

16 

2 

15 

15 

60 

15 

72 

108 

1| 

10 

sX 

12 

26 

H 

15 

90 

6 

11 

5} 

8 

1 

13 

4 
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6 

83 

64 

Iff 

9 

1} 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

5 

4 

1 

15 

15 

26 

26 

11 

11 

83 

88 

58 

29 

41 

11 

^ 

9 

3 

62 

31 

8 

H 

U 
79 

^ 

3 

1 

7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

6 

1 

1 

14 

IJ 
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6 

1 

1 

18 

31 

1 

1 

U 

.18 

lA 

8 

3 

7 

H 

2 

2 

8 

8 

6 

6 

14 

14 

19  i 

n 

Burgeon's 


Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
5  cured;  1  gone  to  Bdmonton  under  tteatmmt 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Transferred  to  Beglna. 
Cured. 

do 

do 
Transfbrred  to  Be^rfna. 
3  cured;  2  gone  to  Bdmonlon  mder  tr eatmss t 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 
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NOBTHWBST  MOUNTED  POLIOK. 
Ahhual  Sick  Beport  for  1887. 


DifeMet. 


Komber 

of 
Ci 


Kamber 
of 


ATerago 
Doratioii. 


Sorgooa'i  RwnaTki. 


16 


Bhevmatic  Dftiat.— •«••  .•.«. 
Saddlfi  ohalo  •—.•M«  ••••••••••( 

8emiii*l  emitiioBf.-^  mmm 
Sore  luuidf ^.^ 

do         lipl.  •  MMCMM  •m»——  —m 

00     OrU«  •••••••••  •••••  ■■■■» 

do   throat  ».^...^-— — 
do   kno6«.*«  •«M.M«M*^ 

00   ioe«» «■«•«>■—  ••••••  >••••< 

oCiauoa  ••••••«•«  •••«•••«■  •••*•< 

BtfaiQ.«»>»—— ...»»» — —  ••••M 

Strtinod  baok*  —— — — .»— . 

Striotoro*  ••^•••••^•••••••••c 

Syphilis  -  •  ••••••••• M< 

00     tor**  •••••••••  ••••••  ••( 

QynoTitii  ••••«•••  -••• 

^rainod  thonlder. 

do      ankle.  ^« 

do      thnmb..*. 
Tinea  BTeocifl....M. 

ToniilUtii..^,^^.. 
Tmnor.  ..•••  ,••««•••• 

uloeratod  n^miii.  •••••••••  •.••• 

Ttrioooele..^..  •^•.-— .^^ 
VarleoM  yeiiii..^^M  .-m^ 

Venereal  sore ...M — • 

Whitlow* .  ^..MM  •••••M.*  •••M 
Wonad  in  foot*..*.*^*  *>••••••• 

do        hand-... 

do       kneo.w-* 

do        lip....^., 

do       pnnetnod  -< 

do       loalp.  -—MM 
Wrenehed  knee.  ^m*.  -. 
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1 
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6 
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Still  under  treatment.    18  owed.    8 

ferred  to  Begina. 
Oared. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Still  under  treatment. 
Gored. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
2  Btill  onder  treatment 

do 
Onred. 

Taken  diicharge. 
Gored. 

do 

do 

do 
Transferred  to  Regina. 
Onred. 
Transferred  to  Regina. 

Onred. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
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NOBTH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLICS. 


KooTENAT,  B.  0.  Sist  October,  188T. 
The  Senior  SargeoD 

North-West  Monnted  Police, 
fiegina. 

Sib,— I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  iip  compliance  with  inatructionB  tmii> 
mitted  to  me  (by  Inspector  Wattam,  Officer  Commanding  Calgary,)  at  10.35  o'clock, 
lat,  October  1887,  I  left  Calgary  the  game  night  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailwqr 
for  Golden  from  there  to  proceed  to  the  camp  of  ^'  v  "  Division  at  Kootenay,  B.  0. 
It  was  only  26  honrs  after  my  arrival  at  Goldep  that  J  was  ^nabkd  to  leave  l^  the 
Stesmer  '<  Dachees  "  and  owing  to  many  adverse  circumstances  I  reached  SpauDm- 
cheen  (a  distance  of  forty  miles  up  the  Colunibia  Biver)  at4p.m.  of  the  ^ 
October.  From  this  point  the  journey  was  to  be  completea  on  horseback.  I  was 
enabled  to  leave  Spallnmcheen  at  8  o'oclock  next  morning  an(^  reached  Windermere 
at  8.20  p.m.  the  same  night.  There,  Superintendent  Steele  w^s  awutipg  the 
arrival  of  a  doctor  and  had  pack  horflies  to  send  him  tlirongh.  We  left  Windemere 
nest  morning  and  were  detained  on  the  way  to  ezamipe  and  ]^resoribe  for  soine  pneii 
of  the  detachment  who  were  sick  at  <' Sam's  Landing  "•  Constable  Lendrtipihad 
been  in  bed  three  days  suffering  with  neuralgia ;  Conetables  Craig  and  Taylor  had 
anffered  and  were  still  suffering  with  headache  and  ^arrhcBa.  As  these  men  were 
not  then  exhibiting  any  marked  signs  of  fever  I  concluded  to  send  tliem  medijCniM 
and  await  further  developments  and  consequently  had  it  sent  on  my  arrival  at 
4he  camp.  . 

On  account  of  the  necessary  del^y  I  could, not  proceed  further  than  tie  JSot 
SprinjTO  that  day.  That  night  our  horses  stampeded  and  broke  out  Qf  the  c<m«l, 
therefore  we  were  unable  to  leave  until  11  o'clock  next  day.  At  a  distance  of  ^ht 
or  ten  miles  from  this  place  I  met  a  courier  (with  aespatches  for  Snperinten^eot 
Steele)  who  informed  me  that  Constable  Street  was  very  sick,  alon^  fuid  upaUeto 
move,  at  Doyle's  Camp.  To  go  to  hini  added  spc  milea  to  my  journey,  as  I  had  to  go 
three  miles  around  the  Kootenay  a[nd'  return.  There  )I  ^oun^  Constable  Street  io  a 
-very  bad  state  of  fever  and  nervousness,  the  ekin  wap  l^ot  and  dry  there,  was  much 
tenderness  cf  the  abdomen,  the  pulse  was  weak  and  ^t  90  pejr  minute,  temperature 
10? f.  It  was  completely  out  of  thie  question  to  takq  him  ,to  camp.  I  instructed 
Constable  Bupert  to  remain  with  him  until  relievedy  and  proceed^  alone  with  u 
little  delay  as -possible  towards  the  camp.  Not  knowing  the  road  I  had  to  remsD 
at  Messrs.  Aylm^r  &  Humphreys  Banche  for  the  night  as  it  was  already  too  dark  to 
aee  the  trail.  There  I  found  Constable  Fisher  who  according  to  all  symptoms  had 
been  suffering  from  fever  for  some  time  as  there  was  already  much  tendemesa  of 
the  abdomen  and  also  a  good  crop  of  the  rose-colored  spots. 

He  had  been  working  until  five  o'clock  that  day,  and  had  only  stopped  work 
through  sheer  exhaustion.  Mr.  Humphrey  had  tried  to  persuade  him  to  quit  work 
but  without  avail.  Constable  Fisher  was  very  anxious  to  come  to  camp  and  as  it  waa 
almost  impossible  to  leave  him  there,  I  decided  to  take  him  into  camp.  I  reached 
the  Kcotenay  Camp  in  time  for  sick  parade  next  morning  (8th  October).  Br. 
Powell  i?en.  Indian  Commissioner  for  this  District,  was  in  charge.  Dr.  Powell,  ion., 
being  down  with  typhoid  fever.  There  were  also  Sergeant  Boby  and  four  constables. 

Three  of  the  patients  Dr.  Powell,  Sergeant  Boby  and  Constable  Smythe  were  in 
a  little  building  20x19,  which  through  the  kindness  of  the  Indian  Commissioner  (to 
whoEC  Department  the  buildirg  faelorged)  was  u^ed  as  a  hospital.  The  rest  of  Uie 
patierts  were  under  canvas,  a  very  undesirable  circumstance  considering  the  lateneea 
cf  the  season,  and  the  special  type  of  fever.  From  my  arrival  on  the  26th  October,  I 
bad  the  pulse  and  temperatures  carefully  registered,  as  also  the  adminstration  of 
every  doee  of  medicine,  food,  &c,,  so  as  to  enable  any  one  at  any  time  to  study  each 
individual  case  in  all  its  phases  and  details. 
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On  the  19th  Oonstable  Mason  (who  siDce  the  beginning  had  exhibited  Buch 
Bevere  Bymptoms  of  abdominal  form)  had  intestinal  hoBmorrhage. 

A  great  state  of  prostration  followed.  The  he^  at  first  responded  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  stimulants,  the  pnlae  after  having  been  qoite  imperceptible  beoame 
better.  Bat  a  second  bosmorrhage  occurred  during  the  day.  Again  he  rallied  after 
a  hypodermic  injection  of  ether,  &c,  a  third  hoamcnrhage  took  place  in  the  evening 
<rftbe  20th  and  be  died  at  9  p.m. 

CoDStable  Fisher,  who  throughout  also  exhibited  very  severe  abdominal 
symptoms,  excessive  tenderness  and  iymponitis^  had  a  sudden  change  in  the  evenins^ 
of  the'^4th.  when  he  complained  of  great  pain  in  a  circumscribed  spot  about  one  inch 
and  a  half  in  diameter,  in  the  right  illiac  torso  and  as  he  described  it  had  a  feeling 
of  something  pouring  or  rudning  out.  I  immediately  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  bowels  were  perforated.  Other  symptoms  subsequently  confirmed  this  opinion* 
Se  had  previously  passed  dots  of  bkx>d  twice,  and  died  at  6:10  a.  m.,  on  the  mom- 
iDg  of  the  26th. 

I  propose  sending  in  a  subsequnt  report  of  all  charts  and  notes  in  connection 
with  each  case. 

The  temperatures  were  very  carefully  taken  and  always  verified  by  the  hospital 
orderly,  OonstaUe  Hayne,  or  myself  (as  the  case  might  to)  before  registering  them. 
A  couple  of  days  after  my  arrival,  two  more  cases  of  fever  came  under  my  notice  and 
as  the  cases  appeared  to  be  severe  rtheir  temprature  being  104)  I  had  them  removect 
to  the  hospital  at  once,  and  Constable  Smy the  who  was  convalescent  was  removed 
to  the  hospital  tent  to  make  room  for  them. 

They  are  all  now  doing  well  and  according  to  all  appearances  quite  out  of 
danger.  i>r.  Powell  though  not  very  strong  yet  is  now  quite  capable  of  attending 
all  emergencies  that  may  ari^^e  in  the  camp.  Although  I  think  it  would  be  too  trying 
for  him  to  go  out  any  great  distance. 

Before  concluding  I  suppose  I  may  be  permitted  to  declare  that  I  have  received 
tromSupertntendentStede  I  he  most  hearty  and  intelligent  support  that  a  medicxd 
man  could  expect  from  the  officer  commanding. 

The  Hospital  Steward  Staff  Sergeant  Mercer  is  perfectly  qualified  for  all  the  duties 
of  an  intelligent  dispenser,  and  never  hesitates  to  perform  the  duties  of  nurse  when- 
ever the  case  seems  to  require  it.  The  nurses,  Constables  Havne  and  Whitehead 
have  done  all  in  their  power  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  their  siok  comrades. 
Constable  Hayne  having  had  long  experience  in  a  London  hospital  as  nurse,  would 
strongly  recommend  that  he  should  remain  on  as  hoRpital  orderly  and  draw  the 
extra  pay  of  fifteen  oents  per  diem.  Constable  Knight  (who  I  sent  to  nurse 
Oonstaole  Street  at  the  Kootenay  Crossing)  must  have  been  up  day  and  n^ght,  his 
reports  giving  every  spoonful  of  medicine  and  food  given  to  the  patient,  also 
temperatures,  pulse,  &ol,  in  a  word  the  nurses  carried  out  their  instructions  ^to  &o 
letter  and  deserve  the  greatest  praise  for  their  zeal  and  spirit  of  discipline. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  serrant, 


lit  A.  PABJfi, 

Auiatant  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX    E. 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  ASSISTANT  SUBSBON  POWELL,  1887. 

'    ''         KooTftN^iVDii^TBioT,  B.  0/,  29th  Nov^iiiber/1887. 

The  Officer  GommaDdiog  North^West  lC<Miiited  Polioe. 
Kootenay  DiBtricet^  B.  0.  ^ 

SiBy—In  aooor^anoe  with  inBtm^tioiM  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  my  report 
for  'the  five  monthe  daring  whioh  I  have  been  attached  as  medical  offioer  of  (hti 
division.  ' "     • 

.  Beoeiving  onlerB^from  theCJomplroller,  I  left"  Ottawa  on  Wodneedsy  eveniiii; 
29th  Jane^  en  ronte  for  Gk>lden,  B.  C,  bnt  on  nearing  Begina  I  received  a  meflsage  to 
etop  off  antil  f\xrther  ordera,  and  accordingly  reported-  myaetf  ><at  -Ac  barraAnot 
BundAy  morning.  On  Tneaday  I  received  iDgtrtetiotts  to  report  myself  to  Sapenv- 
tendent  Steele  at  Gulden  B.  0.,  aa  soonae  rpoeetble,  and  left  by  the  train  that  irigk 
Arriving  there  Thnred^y  morning,  7th  Jidy,  and  reported  myeelf  at  onoo.  Oi 
Assoming  medical  cnarge  pf  the  IHviaicm  I  Icmid'  the  health  oi  tjio  men  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  to  be  most  satisiaetoryft  .  i   .   • 

Being  (Relayed  iaGtolden  two  weeks,  owing- to  the  capsising  of  the<  stsaoMr 
'^  Dnolieas  ^*  which  resulted  in  .great  loss  to  both  dran  and  snpplies,  we  proceeded  oi 
the  morniDg  of  Wednesday,  20th  Joly,  for  the  Kootenay  Dlstiiot.  I  destted  it 
necessary  to  leave  behind  three  men  as  I  considered  them  anfit  to  nndertaks  tin 
journey  there,  and  left  Staff  Sergeant  Xeroer  in  charge  of  diem. 

After  a  somewhat  tedious  journey  we  arrived  at  Six-Mile  Creek  on  Friday,  Ml 
Jnly.  I  was  here  requested  by  the  Baperintendent  to  examine  oloeely  intotbe 
sanitary  coi;idition  of  the  site  which  had  been  eeleeted  for  tiie  erectita  of  onr  barrach. 
After  inspecting  the  grbunds  and  sarroondings  carefully,  I  deemed  it  neoemiy  to 
report  n^ainst  Uie  site  for  two  reasons^^-^Firstlyt— th^  ground  whi^is  elevatedbob 
Over  ah  immepse  swamp.  Second^^-SixMile  Greek  from  whieh  we  wonldhaveto 
46rive  our  water  supply  I  found  to  take  its  origin  in  &  big  shmgh.  The  nett  day 
was  spent  in  selecting  a  more  snitaWoplaee  and  otk  Sni^day  ammoon,  1st  Aagiut,  nt 
left  for  Gaibraith's  Ferry,  the  point  seieeted  and  camped  in  the  rear  of  the  preBnt 
situation  pf  onr  barrrckfi.  . 

Oar  jpresent  site  is  ao  elevated  tract  of  ground  .ovedooking  the  Kootenay  9km 
and  having  in  the  froDt,  in  the  distance,  the  Seikirks,  to  the  left  Wild  Horse  CreA  and 
in  the  rear  the  Bockies. 

Daring  the  months  of  Jaly  and  August  the  health  of  the  division  continiiDl 
satisfactory,  but  in  September  an  outbreak  of  fever  occnrred.  This  outbreak  I  oob- 
sidered  to  be  of  a  sojiewhat  similar  natvre  to  that  which  occurred  at  Battleford  bit 
autumn,  viz.,  typho- malarial,  otherwise  known  as  mountain  fever. 

In  touching  upon^e.^^l^k^^y  of  ^^®  outbreak  I  feel  that  I  am  entering  apoo 
A  difficult  subjects  The  camp  was  certainly  kept  in  good  condition,  the  latrines  wen 
regularly  covered  with  earth,  &;o,  The  only  way  in  which  I  can  at  all  accouot  for  it 
is  the  fact  of  having  bad  a  very  warm  summer,  the  heat  at  mid-day  being  most  in* 
tense,  while  at  mid-night  it  was  very  damp  and  cold,  our  blankets  in  the  morning, 
being  covered  with  a  thick  mist  Daring  the  hottest  portion  of  the  summer,  also,  t 
branch  of  Wild  Horse  Greeks  which  had  previously  been  running,  dried  up.  These 
infiuences,  combined,  would,  in  my  estjmatipn,  prove  sufficient  to  cause  the  deeom 
position  of  vegetable  and  animal  matters  which  may  have  been  exposed  and  poisoned 
the  atmosphere. 
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Be  the  oaDse  what  it  may,  eleven  of  us  were  prostrated  with  it,  resnltiDfif 
trnfortdnatelyy  in  three  deaths.  I  am  happy  to  state,  that,  of  the  remainioff  eigh^ 
fdx  have  been  retorned  to  duty,  two  only  being  at, present^  in  hoBpitai,  and  they  ara 
fast  oonvalescing.  No  new  cases  have  presented  themselves,  and  I  trust  the  diseiise 
18  at  an  end.  •  .  ^ 

Baring  the  outbreak  we  were  amply  supplied'  with  quinine,  hospital  oomtorts, 
and  everything  whiojii  would  in  any  way  tend  to  promote  the  weL|  being  oi  the 
patients,  rfnlk  respect  to  surgical  6a^es,  wja  have  |iad  but  very  few,  and  they  were 
of  a  very  minor  character ;  not  a  single  cas^  of  £ra(Aure  or  dislocation  occurred*  Of 
specific  troubles  there  were  <mly  thr^e  cases,  and  they  were  of  old  standing;  not  a 
single  case  of  gonorrhoea  hiving  presented  ipself •     , . 

During  tbe.ereotion  (rfjthe  Darra^ks,  wliich  were  built  entierly  by  our  own  men, 
over  one  thousand  toees  bemg|:  felled  for  that  purpose,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  not 
a  sin^ple  accident  ocourredi  w^ioh  I  4on^ider  speaks  very  h^hly  for.the  men  otf  ihe 
Division.  /  '    .  ! 

The  barracks  being  no^  Completed,  and  the  men  comfortably  settled,  the  health 
of  the  division  is  more  satisf^tory.  C^ur  hospital  building,  40  bv  26  feet  in  dimensiciiui, 
containing  a  large  ward,  mesatroom,  kitohei^,  aurge^y.aw  bed  rooni,  is  comfortable^ 
juid  I  consider  it  to  be  fully  large  enough,  and  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

In  dosing  my  report  I  fpe|.,'that  I  cannot  do,  so  without  expressing  gratitude  to  Dr. 
i^owelL  Xndutn  Gommiisioner  of  Yiciorim  w)io'  happened  to  be  J n.  toe  Mighborhood 
<when  I  was  taken  ill,  and  kindly  staged  and  attended  to  the  sick  previous  to  the  aiv 
rival  of  Assistant  Sarffto'n  Par6  firon^  Oalgary,  on  the  4th  October ;  to  Mr.  Phillips 
Indian  Agent  here,  who  gaVe  up  his  house  to  ^  used  as  an  hospital  until  ^e  com- 
pletion of  our  new  building,  I  also  beg  to  Express  appreciation  for  the  promptness 
with  which  the  drudB  and  ho^ital  cOi^orts  requisitioned  for  were  despatched  to  us. 

Lastlv,  I  woula  ^eoomfnend  thai  this  pcjst  be  supplied  With  a  more  com]Aete  set 
*of  surgical  instruments  and  appliances.       j  - 

I  enclose  you. ffie  sick  Report  for  the  four  months  from  1st  August  to  30th 
November.    The  ajeiiiiiga  on  the  dwy  sick  report  was  6*92^  ..  ^ 

I  have  the*  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servanti 

P.  HAMILTON  POWELL,  M.D., 

Amstant  Swrgeon. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLIOS. 
Amnval  Sick  Report  for  Eootenay,  B.  C,  for  the  Tear  1837. 
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P.  HAMILTON  POWELL,  M,D., 

ABMia$U  Surgeon^ 
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APPENDIX    S. 


ANNUAL  BBPOBT  ACTING  ASSISTANT  SUBGBON  BAIN,  1887. 

Pbinoi  Albert,  30th  Noyember,  1887* 

SiB, — ^I  have  the  honoar  to  present  yon  with  the  annual  sick  report  for  this 
post  for  1887. 

I  enclose  detailed  statement  of  cases  of  any  importance,  treated  here.  On  refor- 
enoe  to  this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  remarkablyilittle  serioas  illness  among 
the  men  dnring  the  year.  Two  men  were  recommended  to  be  invalided— one 
Begimental  No.  940  Constable  Peasnell  for  general  debility  and  disease  of  the  kidneys 
the  other  Begimental  No.  1661,  Constable  Barrett,  for  pain  in  the  hip,  the  result  of  an 
old  dislocation. 

The  men  are  now  most  comfortably  quartered  in  the  new  barrcks  which  have 
been  occ  npied  since  August  last.  At  present  one  of  the  barrack  rooms  js  beinflr 
used  as  an  nospital.  It  is,  however,  not  at  all  suitable  for  such  a  purpose.  I  would 
strongly  recommend  that  a  proper  hospital  capable  of  accommodating  at  least  ten 
patients, with  rooms  for  surgeij,  hospital,  sergeant's  quarters  and  kitdien  be  built. 
i  411. We  have  a  good  supply  of  drags  on  hand,  but  are  in  need  of  more  surgical  in- 
struments and  appliances. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,- 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  U.  BAIN,  M.D. 

Acti$ig  Swrgeam. 
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NOETH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLICB. 
Annual  Sick  Beport  for  Prince  Albert  for  the  Tear  1887. 
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Prinoi  Albirt,  30th  November,  1887. 


HUGH  N.  BAIN,  M.D., 

Acting  Am'stant  Surgeoiu 
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APPENDIX    T. 


IITNUAL  BBPOBT  OP  ACTING   ASSISTANT  SURGEON  TULLOOH,  1887. 

Vovt  Saskatohhwan,  3rd  Ddoember,  1887. 

Sib,— I  have  the  honoar  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  sick  report  of  this 
hospital,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1887. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  as  to  the  healthy  state  of  this  division,  there  being 
Qomparatively  few  oases  of  illness  or  accident;  those  occurring  being  trivial,  save 
tiie  case  of  poisoning  whidi  was  almost  fatal.  Eegarding  it,  the  patient  took  a  full 
taaspoonfnl  of  tarter  emetic  from  an  ounce,  packet  which  lay  on  a  shelf  in  the  new 
quarters,  ''  as  an  emetic  to  clear  his  head."  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  he  was 
comatose.    It  was  four  and  one-half  hours  ere  he  was  out  of  danger. 

One  patient  was  sent  to  Begina  unwell,  being  unfit  for  duty  here.  He  had  been 
i^ff  quite  a  long  time  ere  he  was  invalided. 

The  hoane  used  as  a  hospital  is  mach  more  comfortable  than  it  was  last  year. 
Still  there  is  so  much  room  lor  improvement,  that  a  properly  constructed  h3spital  is 
required. 

Ihe  stock  of  drugs  is  fall  iand  satis&ctory, 

I  herewith  enclose  estimates  for  drugs,  &o.t  required  for  the  medical  and  veteri- 
Hffy  departments  during  the.year  1888«  . 

During  the  autumn  six  neat  iron  bedsteads  and  fittings  arrived,  which  are  a 
peat  boon,  and  render  the  hospital  fairly  comfortable  for  the  patients. 

Tl^e  new  quarters,  *'ol<l  log  buildin|!^  renovated,"  though  comparatively  com- 
brtable,  are  rather  small  and  badly  ventilated,  thereby  necessitating  over  crowding 
ifith  colds  and  catarrhs  as  a  sequence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

D.  TULLOOH,  M.D. 
Die  Commissioner,  N.  W.  M.  P.,  Begina. 
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a;pp|endjIX  u. 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT   OP  ASSISTANT.  VBTBRNABT  SURGEON  BURNETT 

1887. 

BtaiNA,  20th  Deoember,  188T. 

SrB,— I  have  the  honour  to  present  yon  with  my  first  annaal  report  far  the  yetr 
ending  this  day.  fg/g^ 

As  1  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  all  the  oatposts  and  matdng  a 
personal  inspeotion  of  tlie  horses,  this  report  must  necessarily  be  incomplete. 

The  general  health  of  the  horses  at  present,!  am  happy  to  say,  is  good,  and  they 
are  free  from  all  contagions  and  infectioas  diseases.  Daring  the  past  year  a  ooapto 
of  cases  of  glanders  were  discovered,  bnt  as  the  infected  animals  were  prompily 
destroyed  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  malady  no 
further  outbreak  has  occurred.  However,  this  is  a  disease  we  must  always  be  on  the 
watch  for,  an  there  are  so  many  horses  in  this  country  affected  with  this  80oarge^  that 
it  Is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  Police  horses  from  coming  in  contact  with  infected 
animals  aShd  places.  Ooe  of  the  most  fruitful  distributing  points  I  may  say  of  the 
contagium  of  this  didease  is  the  stopping  place  stable,  found  on  all  the  prinoipal 
.  trails  of  this  country,  and  it  will  not  be  over-steppinff  the  mark  to  say  that  within 
the  past  two  yeai-8  glandered  horses  have  been  fed  m  all  of  these  stables.  And  I 
believe  there  are  a  great  many  people  in  this  country  who  are  keeping  and  w<Mrking 
giandered  horses  and  are  ignorant  of  the  fact. 

Deaths  from  disease  have  been  comparatively  few  this  year,  when  it  it  taken 
into  consideration  the  work  the  Police  horses  are  called  upon  to  perform,  and  the 
hardships  they  very  often  undergo,  the  distances  sometimes  travelled  under  soondiing 
summer  sun  or  facing  the  cold  blasts  of  winter,  the  thermometer  registering  at  tunes 
20^,  30^  and  40^.below  zero  the  shelter  they  often  get  at  night  being  very  poor.  B 
is  simply  a  wonder  that  there  are  not  more  deaths  to  record  in  a  year's  history  oi  the 
of  the  Force  than  what  there  are.  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  would  be  a  great 
many  more  if  it  was  not  for  the  good  care  that  lb  taken  of  them,  by  the  men 
having  them  in  charge,  where  opportunity  presents.  Any  person  who  haa  ever 
travelled  any  distance  with  men  belonging  to  this  Force  must  havenotaeed  tiiia. 

Another  thing  that  I  am  satisfied  has  been  the  means  of  saving  the  lives  of 
many  valuable  animalR,  is  providing  the  men  when  about  to  start  on  a  journey  with 
medicines  for  the  treatment  of  some  of  the  commoner  complaints,  which  if  allowel 
to  run  on  would  in  a  great  many  cases  result  fatally. 

While  on  duty  away  from  the  posts  there  have  been  three  fatal  aoddwits :  two 
horses  were  drowned  while  attempting  to  ford  Old  Man's  Biver;  the  other  one  kiUing 
itself  by  jumping  over  a  cut  bank. 

Any  DiviHions  that  I  have  visited  are  very  well  supplied  with  stable  aooammo- 
dation  with  the  ezoeptioa  of  the  depot.  The  new  stables  built  at  Prince  Albart  (he 
past  summer  are  first  class  as  far  as  light,  ventilation  and  heat  are  ooncercied,  and 
as  they  are  situated  on  a  slight  elevation  there  is  good  drainage.  I  have  visited 
these  stables  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  (with  'he  thermometer  outside  registering 
20'' below  zero)  and  found  them  very  comfortable,  and  an  entire  abeenoe  of  that 
euffooating  smell  generally  found  in  warm  stables  at  that  hour  when  the  doors  are 
closed.  In  building  new  stables,  however,  there  are  certain  alterations  in  the  Prinoe 
Albert  plans,  I  would  strongly  recommend  in  the  mangers  and  the  flooring  in  the 
stalls. 

The  manners  should  not  bo  over  2|  feet  in  height.  The  oat  boxes  should  to  be 
arranged  so  that  they  could  be  taken  out  and  cleaned. 
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The  floors  iQ  the  stalls  should  be  boarded  or  plnnked  jast  abont  half  way  up  and  the 
front  portion  filled  in  with  oiay  on  a  level  with  the  plank,  thas  giving  the  horse  a 
moist  and  nataral  surface  for  his  fore  feet.  The  back  part  should  be  planked  for 
the  sake  of  cleanliness. 

The  clay  floors  have  been  given  a  trial  in  some  of  the  depot  stables  and  in  the 
"  B  "  Divivion  stables  and  they  have  given  the  best  of  satisfaction. 

I  believe  if  this  plan  were  universally  adopted  throughout  the  Force  we  wooM 
have  no  more  complaint  from  the  blacksmiths  about  the  horses'  feet  being  hard  and 
dry,  and  groggy  and  sore  footed  horses  would  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  as  this  is  a  very 
important  matter,  a  little  further  explanation  may  not  be  amiss. 

Take  a  horse,  for  instance,  that  nas  always  lived  in  a  natural  stale ;  bas  always 
tun  wild ;  corns,  contracted  feet  or  chronic  laminitis  are  diseases  unknown  to  him. 
And  why  ?  Because  his  feet  get  a  sufficient  amount  of  moisture  to  keep  them  healthy^ 
the  frog,  sole  and  wall  of  the  hoof  bear  the  weight  that  nature  intended  they  should  i 
but  take  that  horse  and  put  him  in  a  stable  where  he  will  have  to  stand  on  boards^ 
have  him  shod,  and  while  he  is  in  ihe  stable  the  frog  is  raised  clear  off  the  ground  ; 
the  most  of  the  weight  comes  on  the  wall ;  he  gets  no  moisture ;  and  what  is  tha 
result  ?  a  lame  horse.  But,  by  having  a  clay  floor  for  him  to  stand  on,  the  shea 
will  sink  into  the  clay,  the  frog  and  sole  bear  a  portion  of  the  weight,  he  geta  tha 
moisture  necessary  and  the  foot  is  kept  healthy. 

The  saving  in  the  cost  of  a  floor  of  this  description  should  be  quite  an  item. 

The  new  hospital  stable  built  at  Prince  Albert  the  past  summer  is  first-claaa  la 
every  particular;  it  has  good  light,  ventilation  and  drainage.  There  are  seven  good 
roomy  box  stalls  and  two  single  stalls ;  two  of  the  box  stalls  are  set  apart  for  ooa- 
ta^ious  or  infectious  diseases  and  are  separated  from  the  others  by  the  surgery  and 
boiling  room.  The  stalls  are  fitted  with  movable  mangers  and  oat  boxes  and  with 
sling  attachments  above,  there  is  also  a  small  tank  arranged  over  one  stall  for  tha 
purpose  of  showering,  whenever  such  treatment  is  necessary. 

I  would  recommend  that  each  division  be  supplied  with  an  infirmary,  built  <m 
the  same  plan  as  this  one.  I  believe  the  saving  in  horse  flesh  by  having  a  proper 
place  to  treat  the  sick,  would  amply  repay  the  outlay. 

The  majority  of  saddle  horses  now  used  by  the  Force  are  bronchos  or  natives^ 
they  having  been  found  very  much  superior  to  the  eastern  horses ;  when  once  brokm^ 
they  are  more  tractable,  stand  the  long  hard  journeys  better,  are  easier  kept,  and 
there  is  no  time  wasted  in  waiting  for  them  to  become  acclimatised.  Those  par> 
chased  within  the  last  two  years  will  average  about  16  hands  1  inch  in  height^  and 
these  are  found  plenty  big  enough.  My  opinion  is,  the  smaller  horses  stand  ilia 
work  the  best  The  trouble  being  the  big  horses  have,  as  a  rule,  not  as  good  baoka^ 
and  are  not  as  well  coupled  as  the  small  horses,  and  are,  therefore,  not  as  good 
weight  carriers.  This  is  a  very  important  point  in  chosing  a  saddle  horse,  and  I 
would  recommend  that  the  standard  be  lowered  from  15  hands  to  14f ,  for  I  believa 
we  miss  a  great  many  really  first-class  horses  by  keeping  the  standard  dp.  Theca 
are  other  points  too  in  favor  ot  i  he  small  horse ;  in  travelling  they  are  much  easier  ok 
themselves,  require  less  toed,  and  I  think  they  can  be  purchased  cheaper.  Of  ooona 
there  are  some  stout  horses  required  for  the  heavy  weights  of  the  Force,  and  aa  I 
believe  it  is  your  intention  to  make  team  horses  of  the  heaviest  of  the  saddla 
horses,  as  they  are  required,  there  can  be  no  mistake  made  in  baying  some  big  hwaea. 
^  I  would  recommend  that,  say  eight  of  the  heaviest  of  the  saddle  horses  of  eaok 
division  be  broken  to  harness  so  that  in  case  of  emergency  they  could  be  used,  and 
if  carefully  handled  the  breaking  would  not  hurt  them  for  the  work  they  were 
originally  at.  Our  best  saddle  horses  come  from  British  Oolumbia  and  Oregon* 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  breeders  in  the  above  mentioned  countries  have  beea 
umng  thoroughbred  stallions  with  the  native  mares  for  a  much  greater  length  of 
time  than  the  breeders  in  Montana  and  Alberta,  but  judging  by  the  number  of 
thoroughbred  horses  that  have  been  brought  into  the  Territories  the  past  year  for  n%a 
on  the  ranches  it  will  not  be  long  until  the  horses  bred  in  this  country  will  be  equal 
to  any  in  the  world. 
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The  team  horses  are  principally  from  the  east  and  the  great  fanit  with  them  i» 
ihey  are  too  heavy  for  anything  like  fast  work  this  oan  be  said  especially  of  those 
purchased  in  188t^^  and  there  are  times  when  this  is  a  very  serioas  fault,  bat  aa  we 
gradually  draw  on  the  ranks  for  oar  team  horses  this  faalt  will  be  rectified. 

In  parchasing  horses  I  think  the  best  lime  would  be  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  by 
80  doing  it  would  giTC  them  a  better  chance  to  fill  oat,  as  the  work  in  winter  ia  not 
as  hard  as  it  Is  in  the  sammer,  or  what  woald  perhaps  be  bettor  bay  in  the  spring^ 
and  let  them  ran  on  the  range  antil  the  fall,  we  woald  then  have  more  to  pick  firom. 

The  horae  shoes  mostly  ased  by  the  Force  are  I  believe  known  as  the  Montreal 
riioe,  and  there  have  been  a  great  many  complaints  made  against  them,  the  principal 
one  being  that  they  break  very  easy  and  in  a  namber  of  cases  I  have  known  them  to- 
break  the  same  day  they  were  pat  on.  Lately,  however,  we  have  b^en  osing  a  shoe 
known  as  the  Bhode  Island  pattern,  so  far  they  have  proved  satisfactory. 

If  not  oat  of  place  I  woald  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  re  the  Hatchings  saddle, 
made  in  Winnipeg.  I  consider  this  a  good  serviceable  saddle  for  the  Force,  having 
practically  tested  it,  and  for  work  in  those  districts  reqairing  doable  cincha 
saddles  it  is  particalarly  well  adapted.  The  manafactarer  seems  to  have  takea 
every  pains  to  eqaal  at  least  the  San  Francisoo  saddle  of  Main  and  Winchester, 
with  two  of  the  best  trees  in  ase  in  the  United  States,  the  Ooodell  and  Yisoilia.  I 
eonaider  for  Police  service  that  durability  and  lightness  have  been  combined  in  the 
fintchings  saddle,  and  woald  recommend  that  they  be  adopted  throaghoat  the  Force 
and  thns  place  as  in  a  more  independent  position  as  to  oar  own  market  in  sach  an 
important  j^rt  of  oar  eqaipage,  than  being  as  heretofore  solely  dependent  ,on  the 
American  manafactare  which  might  be  closed  to  as  with  fatal  results. 

The  fodder  supplied  the  Force  at  the  different  posts  I  have  visited  is  of  first 
elasB  quality,  the  oats  this  year  being  especially  good,  and  are  superior  to  any  I  have 
aeen  raised  in  the  east. 

The  drags  supplied  the  veterinary  department  are  first  class  in  every  particular, 
and  so  far  have  heard  no  complaints. 

The  veterinary  instruments  purchased  in  Toronto  are  also  first  class,  and  are 

anally  as  good  as  those  of  Bnglish  manufacture,  the  cost  being  a  little  over  one-half 
those  purchased  in  England. 
I  enclose  yoa  a  list  of  horses  that  have  died  the  past  year. 

I  have' the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servanti 


9e  the  Commit«8iener 

Sforth-West  Mounted  Police, 
B^gina. 


J.  F.  BUBNBTT,  V.S., 

AsiUtatU  Veterinary  Ekargeotu 
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BBOAPiruLATiON  of  €8668  disposed  of  in  tbe  North-West  Territories  from  the  Ist 
December,  1886,  to  30th  November,  1887. 
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To  His  Excellency  the  Eight  Honorable  Lord  Stanley  of  Preston,  F,C,,  G.C.B,,  dtc,  &c., 
(i:c.,  Governor  General  of  Canada,  Sc,  d:c. 

\Ls.Y  IT  Please  Voir  Excellency  : — 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  lay  before  Your  Excellency  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  Force  for  the  year 
1888. 

Res|>ectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  MACDONALI>, 

President  of  the  Privy  Council. 
January  12th,  1889. 
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annuaij  report  ok  the  commissioner  of  the  north-west 

mounted  police,  1888. 


North  Wbst  Mounted  Police, 

Office  of  the  Commissioner, 

Reoina,  3l8t  December,  1888. 
The  Right  Honorable 

Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  G.C.B., 

President  of  the  Piivy  Council, 
Ottawa. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forwaixl  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
November  last,  together  with  the  annual  reports  of  the  following  officers  for  the 
same  period  : — 

The  Assistant  Commissioner, 
Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton, 
Superintendent  Mclllree, 

do  Gragnon, 

do  Neale, 

do  Deane, 

do  Steele, 

do  Perry, 

do  Grriesbach, 

do  Jai'vis, 

do  Antrobus, 

Inspector  Howe, 
Senior  Surgeon  Jukes, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen, 
do  Par^, 

do  Dodd, 

do  Powell, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Bain, 

do  do     "         Tulloch, 

do  do  Kennedy, 

do  do  Haultain. 

do  do  Mewburn, 

Veterinaiy  Surgeon  Burnett, 
Assistant  Yeterinaiy  Surgeon  Wroughton. 

PATROLS. 

Reference  to  the  enclosed  map,  which  marks  the  regular  patrols,  the  numeix)us 
deviations  from  the  routes  not  being  marked,  by  the  North- West  Mounted  Police, 
will,  I  think,  convince  you  that  our  system  of  patrols  is  getting  more  thorough  and 
efficient  every  year,  and  with  most  gratifying  results,  as  there  has  been  an  almost 
entire  absence  of  crime  in  the  Territory  during  the  laat  year.  Horse  stealing,  for- 
merly so  prevalent,  has  almost  ceased  among  the  whites,  and  but  very  few  cases  by 
Indians  have  been  repoiiied.  The  few  that  have  been  stolen  have  generally  been 
recovered  and  returned  to  their  ownei*s,  and  many  horses  driven  off  by  the  flies,  and 
thought  at  first  to  have  been  stolen,  have  also  been  found.  Our  reputation  gained  in 
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foiTner  years  of  speedily  arresting  horse  thieves  from  the  United  States  has  beeu 
well  sustained  this  season,  several  having  been  aiTested  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
and  the  stolen  stock  returaed  to  the  American  ownei's.  This  action  has  called  forth 
the  thanks  of  the  Montana  Stock  Association.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter 
received  fi'om  the  President  of  the  Association  :— 

Helena,  Montana,  Ist  September,  1888. 
Lt.  Col.  L.  W.  Herchmer, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  August  meeting  of  the  Montana  Stock  Gi-owers'  Association, 
and  also  of  the  Territorial  Board  of  Stock  Commissioners,  a  resolution  was  passed 
giving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  North- West  Mounted  Police, 
and  also  the  Canadian  authorities  generally,  for  assistance  given  to  many  of  the 
citizens  of  Montana  in  recovering  horses  stolen  from  our  TeiTitory. 

Please  accept  the  assurance  of  our  appreciation  of  couitesies  received  at  jour 
hands,  which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  reciprocate  in  the  future. 

Very  respectfully  youi^s, 

GEANVILLE  STUART, 

President  Territorial  Board  of  Stock  Conimisioners. 

Om*  patrols,  in  addition  to  the  aiTcst  of  horse  thieves,  have  also  been  the  means 
of  arresting  one  Hoppe,  a  murderer  from  Montana,  who,  having  been  extradited,  has 
been  tried  and  sentenced.  The  entry  of  a  good  many  glandered  hoi'ses  into  our 
country  has  also  been  prevented,  and  great  assistance  has  been  rendered  the  Customfe 
Department,  several  teams  containing  contraband  liquor  having  been  seized  and 
handed  over  to  that  Department,  as  well  as  a  large  band  of  hoi'ses  seized  near 
Medicine  Hat.  There  have  been  fewer  desertions  from  the  United  States  army  on  our 
frontier  this  year,  and  consequently  we  have  had  fewer  horses  and  arms  to  return  to 
that  Government. 

Indian  scouts  are  still  employed,  and  many  of  them  have  been  very 
satisfactory  indeed.  I  wish  particularlv  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  the 
action  of  Chief  *'  Enoch  "  and  three  of  his  tribe  of  the  Stony  Plain  Resei-ve,  near 
Edmonton,  under  the  following  circumstances  :  One  God  in,  a  notorious  horse  thief 
and  suspected  murderer  on  our  side,  and  wanted  in  Montana  for  the  murder  of  one 
Embod  V,  a  rancher,  for  which  offence  he  was  under  sentence  of  death  at  Helena,  had 
escaped  to  Canada,  and  although  hunted  all  over  the  countiy  by  the  police  he 
succeeded  in  reaching  his  old  home  near  Edmonton,  where,  among  the  woods  and 
lakes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reserves,  he  succesofully  evaded  our  efforts  to  capture  him. 
although  on  one  occasion  our  men  exchanged  shots  with  him,  and  on  another 
succeeded  in  capturing  his  horse.  Finding  it  impossible  to  aiTCst  him,  as  he  was 
immediately  notified  of  our  movements,  by  the  squaws,  with  whom  he  was  a  great 
favorite.  Superintendent  Griesbach  arranged,  while  I  was  at  Edmonton  for  the 
employment  of  some  Indian  scouts,  with  the  result  that  after  many  disappointments 
Chief  "  Enoch  "  effected  the  capture  and  brought  the  prisoner  into  Edmonton  police 
barracks,  fiom  which  place  he  was  sent  to  Begina,  where  he  is  now  awaiting  extra- 
dition. A  reward  of  $300  was  offered  by  the  United  States  sheriff"  interested,  and 
when  received  will  be  paid  to  these  Indians.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  feeling 
among  some  of  the  Indians,  and  especially  among  the  French  half-breeds  in  the 
vicinity,  over  the  ai^rest,  as  Godin  is  related  to  many  of  them,  and  since  the  arrest  we 
have  had  to  advise  several  individuals  to  refrain  from  intimidating  "Enoch  "  and  his 
comrades. 

Lately  I  have  caused,  with  your  permission,  to  be  erected  at  St.  Albert,  in  the 
centre  of  the  Edmonton  re8ei*ves,  a  substantial  outpost,  and  an  outpost  capable 
of  housing  eight  men  and  horses  has  been  built  at  Milk  Eiver  Ridge,  commanding  the 
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Benton  trail,  and  a  party  will  be  kept  there  all  winter.  Considerable  improvements 
have  also  been  made  at  other  points  on  the  patrol  lines  dunng  the  season,  notably  at 
Wood  Mountain,  125  miles  south-west  of  Regina,  on  the  fixjntier.  Next  year,  with 
your  permission,  I  propose  to  establish  small  permanent  outposts  at  all  the  most 
important  points,  not  only  along  the  frontier,  but  all  over  the  country.  This  will 
enable  us  to  keep  our  men  out  all  winter  and  will  be  a  great  saving  in  the  consti- 
tutions of  both  men  and  horses.  In  the  early  spring  and  late  fall  both  meet, 
occasionally,  with  gi*eat  hardships  for  want  of  shelter. 

Our  patrols,  in  accordance  with  the  application  fi-om  the  Customs  and  Interior 
Departments,  have  now  been  extended  into  Manitoba,  and  already  we  have  been  able 
to  render  valuable  service  in  the  suppression  of  smugglers  and  timber  thieves  in  the 
Pembina  Mountain  countiy. 

There  being  no  timber  in  that  portion  of  Dakota,  our  territory  has  been  for 
yeai*s  at  the  mercy  of  the  United  States  settlers,  who  could  not  have  settled  there 
without  access  to  our  timber.  Inspector  McGibbon  and  the  party  of  eighteen  men 
under  his  command  have  seized  sevei^al  teams,  which  have  been  sold  under  the  Customs 
Act,  and  a  forger  from  the  other  side  of  the  line  has  been  frightened,  by  the  unex- 
pected presence  of  Police,  into  returning  with  the  United  States  sheriff  without  the 
formalities  of  extradition.  Next  year  I  hope  to  further  develop  the  patrol  system, 
which  the  settlement  of  the  country  requires  to  be  extended.  All  parts  of  the 
country  are  anxious  for  the  presence  of  our  men,  and  the  advance  of  railways  into 
the  Territories  calls  for  a  conesponding  increase  in  the  number  of  outposts.  All  the 
divisions  are  constantly  calling  for  more  men,  with  which  applications  I  find  it  very 
diflScult  to  comply. 

INDIANS. 

In  all  quai^ters  of  the  Territories,  except  in  the  south-west,  the  Indians  are 
making  rapid  strides  towaixis  self-support.  All  they  requii'e  are  more  cattle  and  a 
cash  market  for  theii-  produce  to  encourage  them. 

Death  and  disease  in  some  of  the  bands  is  making  considerable  havoc.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  it  is  impossible,  owing  to  distance,  to  render  effectual  medical  assistance 
to  them  all,  although  in  most  cases  their  habits  and  inability  to  undei*stand  nui*sing 
would  probably  neuti*alize  the  most  efficient  professional  advice  and  medecine.  In  the 
south-west,  with  the  exception  of  the  Piegans  and  Assiniboines,  it  is  only  the  constant 
patrols  kept  up  by  the  Police  that  prevents  their  giving  trouble.  They  undoubtedly 
tdll  cattle  occasionally  when  off  their  resei'ves  when  they  want  meat,  and  most  of 
them  will  steal  horses  if  they  get  the  opportunity. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest,  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  that  these  Indians 
be  made  to  stay  on  their  reserves,  except  when  permitted  to  visit  towns  for  a  limited 
period  to  trade,  and  that  if  found  in  places  where  their  passes  do  not  specify  they  be 
treated  as  vagi^ants, 

I  would  also  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  herd  book,  with  descriptions  and  owners 
of  all  Indian  hoi*ses,  be  kept  by  each  agent,  and  that  all  horses  in  their  possession  be 
bi*anded  with  a  resei*ve  brand.  This  would  almost  put  a  stop  to  horse  stealing  by 
Indians,  and  certainly  would  lead  to  speedy  recovery  of  stock  when  stolen  ;  and 
some  further  treaty  should  be  made  with  these  Indians  with  a  view  to  disarming 
them. 

If  forced  to  stay  on  their  reserves,  unless  on  short  pass  for  trading,  they  would 
speedily  sell  their  pnvilege  of  carrying  arms,  at  any  rate  off  their  reserves.  It  will 
be  asked  where  they  get  fixed  ammunition ;  undoubtedly  anywhere  across  the  line, 
and  occasionally  on  our  side. 

GRIME. 

There  has  been  a  most  remarkable  absence  of  crime  during  the  past  ^ear ;  and 
outside  arrests  of  criminals  from  the  United  States,  we  have  made  no  impoi*tant 
arrests  in  our  Territory.     * 
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ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 


Every  possible  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  Indian  Department. 

Treaty  money  has  been  escorted  and  payments  attended  at  all  points  requii-ed. 
Indians  have  been  sent  to  their  resei-ves  where  ever  found  without  passes,  and  as 
much  work  thrown  in  their  way  as  guides  and  scouts  as  the  i^equirements  of  oar 
force  would  permit. 


ASSISTANCE  TO  COLONIZATION  COMPANIES. 


The  only  assistance  rendered  has  been  the  aiTcst  of  certain  laborers  who 
deserted  the  employment  of  Sir  J.  Lester- Kay e's  Company.  Some  of  these  have  been 
punished,  while  others,  who  were  in  the  right,  have  been  dismia^^ed,  and  their  rights 
accorded  them. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  RAILWAYS. 

The  management  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  the  North- Western  Coal  and  Navi- 
gation Companies  Eailways  has  been  such  that  no  assistance  has  been  required  or 
asked  for.  Any  little  irregularities  among  their  employees  have  however,  been 
promptly  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  railway  authorities,  and  they  have  as  promptly 
rectified  them. 

THE    LIQUOR   QUESTION    * 

Is  reported  by  most  of  the  territorial  newspapers  to  be  the  "  burning  question  of 
the  hour."  It  certainly  is  among  many  of  the  residents  of  the  towns,  but  I  deny  that 
it  has  excited  much  interest  among  the  settlers  at  large,  who  are  generally  quite 
contented  with  the  working  of  the  present  Act — certainly  as  fai'  as  anient  spirits  are 
concerned,  in  their  neighborhoods.  There  is  a  feeling,  however,  among  the  farmers, 
and  naturally,  that  the  sale  of  good  beer  should  be  allowed,  and  that  it  should  be 
brewed  in  the  countiy  out  of  the  home-gi*own  barley,  the  present  regulations  allow- 
ing a  wretched  apology  for  beer  to  be  brewed  in  the  country  out  of  grape  sugar  and 
other  poisons,  while  the  brewing  from  home-grown  malt  of  an  article  of  equalintoxi- 
cating  power  is  strictly  prohibited.  All  malt  liquor  sold  under  permit  mu:$t  be 
manufactured  out  of  the  Territories. 

Some  of  the  newspapers  are  continually  agitating  on  the  liquor  question,  and  not 
without  great  cause,  although  I  fail  to  see  now  any  solution  of  the  question  that  has 
yet  been  suggested  can  be  to  the  moral  advantage  of  the  people  at  large.  Under  the 
present  system  there  are  undoubtedly  the  gravest  reasons  for  complaint.  In  the 
towns  there  is  a  great  deal  of  liquor,  and  consequently  more  or  less  drunkenness 
among  a  certain  class  of  people,  generally  a  class  who  will  get  drunk  anywhere  and 
on  almost  any  possible  intoxicant ;  but  I  consider  that  the  homes  of  our  rural  settlers, 
who,  being  in  the  majority,  are  the  class  in  whose  prosperity  and  welfare  a  Govern- 
ment should  be  most  interested,  and  the  coutitiy  parts  generally,  are  remarkably 
free  from  liquor  and  its  effects.  In  reality,  these  settlers  seldom  or  ever  get  whiskey, 
except  when  they  visit  the  towns,  and  even  then  the  instances  are  rare  in  which 
farmers  have  been  under  the  influence  of  liquor;  and  although  public  meetings  have 
occasionally  been  called  in  the  towns,  when  this  law  and  all  connected  with  its 
enforcement  have  been  deluged  with  abuse,  no  meeting  has  been  ever  held,  to  my 
knowledge,  in  rural  places,  nor  have  any  resolutions  in  favor  of  extended  liquor 
privileges  been  passed  at  any  country  meetings. 

I  believe  that  license  is  considered  the  remedy  for  all  the  troubles  in  connection 
with  the  present  situation,  and  having  lived  in  western  Manitoba  in  the  old  days 
when  a  permit  was  required,  and  when  it  was  only  responsible  people  who  were  able 
to  procure  them,  and  having  lived  in  that  portion  of  tnfe  Province  since  the  license 
law  was  extended  to  it,  and  having,  during  all  the  time  I  lived  there,  occupied  posi- 
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lions  which  occasioned  continually  travelling  over  a  larger  section  of  country  than 
any  other  resident,  I  believe  thai  I  possess  sufficient  information  to  speak  with  some 
authority  on  this  question,  and  I  unhesitatingly  affirm  that  under  the  permit  system 
and  the  North-West  Act,  as  then  interpreted  by  our  iudges,  there  was  less  intoxica- 
tion among  the  whites,  accoi-ding  to  population ;  and  there  can  be  no  comparison 
between  the  quantity  of  liquor  then  supplied  to  Indians  and  the  quantities  they 
have  obtained  since  that  portion  of  the  Province  was,  as  cei'tain  people  call  it, 
emancipated. 

The  town  of  Birtle  was  at  first  under  the  Act,  but  bein^  opened  to  license, 
numerous  saloons  stai-ted  up,  and  the  contrast  was  so  great  that  flie  town  itself  will  not 
allow  the  issue  of  licenses  any  more,  and  I  am  informed  the  result  has  been  most 
satisfactoiy. 

In  the  days  when  the  Act  was  fii'st  introduced  there  were  no  lawj'ers  in  the  Ter- 
ritones  and  appeals  were  almost  unheard  of,  the  law  was  then  interpreted  to  meet  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  framed.  Since  the  advent  of  lawyei*s  eveiytning  has  changed. 
The  law  distinctly  reads,  as  quoted  by  Superintendent  Mclllree  in  his  preliminary 
remarks  on  this  subject : — 

"  No  seizure,  pi'osecution,  conviction  or  commitment  under  this  Act  shall  be 
"  invalid  for  want  of  foim,  so  long  as  the  same  is  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
"ing  of  this  Act." 

In  Calgary  judicial  district  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  a  conviction  sustained. 
In  former  days  a  permit  was  strictly  not  transferable,  Mi\  Justice  Bouleau,  at 
Calgary,  rules,  and  I  believe  many  eminent  lawyers  agree  with  him,  that  one  man 
can  be  in  possession  of  any  quantity  of  liquor,  provided  some  one  has  received  a 

Eennit  for  it  and  given  it  to  the  holder;  consequently,  a  saloon  keeper  is  provided 
y  his  friends  with  all  the  permits  he  may  require. 

A  saloon  keeper  of  any  experience  keeps  about  enough  liquor  on  his  premises  to 
fill  his  permits,  and  whenever  "  pulled"  by  the  Police  he  produces  his  permits,  or  those 
of  his  fnends,  and  keeps  his  reserve  stock  of  contraband  liquor  in  hay  stacks  and 
manure  heaps,  closets  and  other  hiding  places  of  the  same  soH ;  consequently,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  force  I  command  to  do  much,  and  although  as  a  body  they  manfully 
try  to  enforce  the  law,  when  conviction  after  conviction,  apparently  supported  by  the 
very  clearest  evidence,  is  quashed,  it  is  only  to  be  expected  that  they  will  weary  at 
the  constant  disappointment,  and  tire  of  the  sneers  ana  oppi*obnum  of  a  cei*tain  class 
of  citizens,  who  the  young  men  composing  the  Police  are  thrown  among.  The  profits 
of  the  trade  being  enoinnous  our  men  are  all  the  time  subiect  to  the  temptation  of, 
to  them,  immense  biibes,  to  pass  a  cargo,  and  who  can  wonder,  under  such  conditions, 
that  they  sometimes  fall. 

In  the  rural  districts  the  Police  are  on  the  very  best  of  terms  with  all  the  settlera, 
who  do  everything  in  their  power  to  make  life  pleasant  for  them,  and  a  constable  is 
sui'e  "of  a  welcome,  no  matter  how  poor  the  house.  In  the  towns,  under  the  influence 
of  whiskey,  any  Policeman  who  does  his  duty  is  taunted  and  shunned. 

I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  permit  the  establishment  of  breweries  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  support  an  Inland  Kevenue  officer,  as  small  concerns  without  much  at 
stake  are  liable  to  be  tempted  to  evade  the  law,  particularly  as  .regai*ds  Indians. 
Houses  with  the  proper  accommodation  should  be  licensed  to  sell  beer  on  the  pre- 
mises only.  In  these  houses  no  liquoi*  permit  should  be  allowed  under  any  considera- 
tion, and  any  liquor  found  on  the  premises  should  entail  a  fine  on  the  firat  occasion, 
and  forfeiture  of  license  and  imprisonment,  with  no  option  of  a  fine,  in  the  second ;  and 
stringent  regulations  should  be  adopted  in  granting  permits  to  dioiggists,  who  often 
are  the  greatest  offenders.  In  Calgaiy  I  may  safely  say  we  have  captured  moi*e  liquor 
consigned  to  two  diniggists  than  to  any  two  saloon  keepers  in  that  town. 

Imprisonment  should  be  made  compulsory  in  case  of  conviction  for  supplying 
intoxicants,  including  beer,  to  Indians  and  drunken  people,  and  should  invariably 
follow  any  second  breach  of  the  Act. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  introduction  of  beer  will  have  the  same  effect  as  liquor 
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on  Indians.  Beer  is  bulky,  and  it  would  be  so  exceedingly  dangerous  to  give  a  sufli- 
cient  quantity  to  make  a  general  drunk  in  an  Indian  camn,  that  witb  imprisonment 
a  certainty  in  case  of  conviction,  very  few,  even  among  tbe  greediest  of  the  gi-eedy 
who  live  on  the  vices  of  the  community,  would  care  to  take  the  risk.  While 
dealing  with  this  subject,  I  may  say  that,  even  under  the  present  weak  system,  there 
is  no  serious  crime,  because  the  restrictions  imposed  cause  drunken  people  to  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  liquor  scud's,  for  fear  that  crime  might  occur  and  trouble  to  them- 
selves follow  investigation. 

In  the  Macleod  district  most  of  the  liquor  comes  in  from  Montana,  although  a 
load  has  lately  been  captured  near  Macleod,  which  came  in  over  theCanadian  Pacific 
Eailway. 

In  the  Calgary  district  and  all  other  portions  of  the  Territories  the  whole  import- 
ation comes  in  over  the  railway.  Many  of  the  employees  are  undoubtedly  iutei-eeted, 
although  the  railway  authorities  visit  them,  when  caught,  with  instant  dismissal. 

The  introduction  of  clause  18  in  the  Act  last  Session,  re  forfeiture  of  vehicles,  will, 
eventually,  be  a  great  detriment  to  the  illicit  liquor  traffic  into  the  Territories  from 
other  parts  of  Canada ;  but  this  clause  should  be  further  improved,  by  adding  to  it  that 
every  consignment  of  goods  which  is  found  to  contain  contraband  liquor  should  be 
foi'feited  as  well,  and  all  liquor  found  on  trains,  stages  or  other  conveyances  should 
be  at  once  spilled,  unless  the  permit  actually  accompanies  it.  The  recent  vigorous 
enforcement  of  the  Customs  Act  in  the  south,  by  selling  every  seized  outfit,  is  reducing 
the  profits  of  the  business,  and  reduction  of  profits  will  as  certainly  curtail  the  illicit 
trade. 

HORSES. 

The  hoi*ses  now  in  the  force  are  a  particularly  useful  lot  for  our  work,  many  ot 
them  being  also  handsome  animals. 

Not  a  single  eastern  horse  has  been  purchased  during  the  year,  and  our  team 
horses  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been  obtained  from  the  heaviest  of  our  saddle 
horses.  The  highest  price  paid  for  saddle  horses  has  been  $125,  while  in  a  few 
instances  $150  has  been  paid  for  team  horees.  Our  team  horees  thus  cost  about 
$2*75  per  team,  while  eastern  horses  of  the  same  clans  would  cost  nearly  $400, 
and  the  former  stand  Our  work  much  better  and  are  much  less  liable  to  suffer  from 
bad  water.  Hoj*ses  of  the  class  we  require  are  still  very  scarce  in  the  Territones, 
and  it  taxes  not  only  the  I'anches  but  the  importers  to  furnish  the  number  required. 
Next  season,  being  so  well  horsed,  I  propose  to  be  even  more  careful,  than  in  former 
years.  This  year,  for  the  firet  time,  horses  actually  bred  in  the  country  were  offered  for 
sale  in  considerable  numbers,  and  from  the  late  Frank  Strong,  of  Macleod,  we 
purchased  about  thirty  natives,  all  very  fine  and  i*angy  hoi'ses,  with  good  bone  and 
substance  generally.  The  death  of  this  breeder  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  as  apart 
from  his  many  good  qualities,  he  was  breeding  especially  for  the  Mounted  Police, 
and  had  refused  to  sell  to  the  Home  Goverment  until  the  Police  examined  his 
l^orses.  In  all  my  dealings  with  the  lamented  gentleman  I  found  him  the  soul  of 
honor  and  if  we  did  by  accident  get  a  poor  horse  he  was  always  ready  to  exchange 
him.  We  have  purchased  during  the  year  some  very  fine  horees  from  the  North- 
West  Cattle  Company,  and  judging  from  the  mares  and  stallions  on  this  ranche  we 
should  get  a  large  number  in  the  near  future.  Many  of  the  companies,  I  regret 
to  sa}*^,  from  a  Police  standpoint,  are  breeding  fi-om  Clyde  stallions,  and  many  others, 
although  breeding  from  well-bred  stallions,  are  getting  their  stock  too  lofty  and 
narrow  for  our  use.  The  horses  we  require  are  about  fifteen  hands  high,  short  flat 
l^gs,  good  feet,  short  backs,  and  well  set  on  heads ;  our  men  are  heavy  and  call  for 

food  substance  along  with  blood.  We  will  require  about  125  horses  next  season,  but 
expect  to  sell  at  fair  prices,  as  in  the  past,  a  good  many  horaes,  some  of  them  too 
slow,  and  others  generally  with  poor  feet,  which,  while  rendering  them:  unsuitable  for 
our  work,  does  not  impair  their  efficiency  as  farm  stock. 
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While  the  pi^eseut  efficient  system  of  patrols  is  carried  out  it  must  be  expected 
that  there  will  be  an  apparently,  to  etistern  people,  very  large  number  of  remounts 
required.  This  is  caused  by  our  being  unable  to  buy  hoi^ses  old  enough  for  the  work, 
consequently  being  obliged  to  use  our  young  horses  at  first.  No  comparison  can  be 
made  between  the  work  done  by  our  horses  and  by  those  of  any  force  that  I  am 
acquainted  with.  Not  only  have  our  horses  frequently  to  travel  in  pursuit  of  horse 
thieves  and  other  criminals  over  fifty  miles  a  day  for  some  days,  but  when  merely 
pati-olliug  in  the  southern  country  adjacent  to  the  boundary  the  want  of  water 
frequently  compels  parties  to  exceed  this  distance  for  several  days.  A  detachment  of 
"  G  "  Division,  m  September,  on  the  march  from  Macleod  to  Edmonton  on  special 
duty  had,  on  one  occasion,  to  make  seventy  miles  with  loaded  teams  in  twenty-four 
hours.  To  this  must  be  added  the  extremely  cold  winters  and  the  absolute  necessity, 
when  duty  calls,  of  taking  horses  from  stables  to  camp  on  the  bleak  praine  for  days 
at  a  time. 

All  this  must  tend  to  use  up  a  large  number  of  hoi*ses,  which  people  unaccustomed 
to  our  country  and  our  work  naturally  consider  excessive.  A  number  of  horses 
slightly  stale  have  been  turned  out  for  the  wintej*,  and  will  be  taken  up  early  in  the 
spring  generally  much  refreshed  by  this  treatment,  and  will  then  stand  another 
season's  hard  work.     This  will  save  a  lot  of  forage. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  owing  to  the  absence  of  pensions  in  our  service 
a  great  many  of  our  constables  are  young,  and  naturally  in  a  hurry,  and  being  often 
far  away  from  advice  and  guidance,  in  spite  of  every  desire  to  be  careful,  sometimes 
display  a  want  of  judgment.  As  a  rule,  however,  our  men  take  great  pride  in 
and  care  of  their  horses,  and  I  have  frequently  known  men  to  take  their  own  blankets 
for  their  horses  during  storms. 

SADDLERY  AND  HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  and  hai'ness  of  the  command  is  generally  in  fii*st-class  oi'der,  won- 
derfully so  considering  the  scarcity  of  good  harness  rooms.  The  saddles  require  a 
few  repaii*s,  which  are  now  being  made  by  our  own  saddler,  and  by  spring  all  will  be 
thoroughly  serviceable  for  another  year,  but  many  of  them  bein^  old  and  having  seen 
a  great  deal  of  service  cannot  last  much  longej-,  and  a  few  saddles  will  even  require 
to  be  replaced  this  year.  The  harness  is  also  generally  in  good  order,  although  a 
good  deal  of  it  is  well  worn.  With  cai-eful  repair  the  most  of  it  will,  however,  stand 
another  season,  but  some  new  harness  is  required.  The  saddlery  and  harness  being 
exposed  to  the  weather  on  patrol  most  of  the  summer,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
it  does  not  last  as  long  as  harness  under  more  propitious  circumstances.  Our  team- 
sters, as  a  rule,  take  excellent  care  of  their  harness. 

FORAGE. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  at  all  posts  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  oats,  the 
crop  this  year  being  of  excellent  quality,  oats  at  Eed  Deer  and  Calgary  weighing  as 
high  as  4f  bis.  per  bushel.  All  our  oats  this  year  have  been  grown  in  the  Territoi'ies, 
most  of  them  in  the  immediate  vicfnity  of  Police  posts,  our  aim'  being  to  buy  overv- 
thing  possible,  price  being  satisfactory,  at  each  post.  This  distributes  a  little  ready 
money  among  the  fanners,  as  we  try  to  buy  in  small  lots.  There  has  also  been  a 
reduction  in  the  price  of  hay,  Except  at  Macleod  and  Lethbridge,  where  the  hay  is 
often  hauled  twenty-five  miles.  At  all  the  other  posts  hay  is  as  cheap  as  I  hope,  in  the 
interests  of  the  settlers,  it  will  ever  be,  and  with  your  consent  I  propose  next  year 
to  ^x  the  price  and  call  for  tenders  for  quantities,  dividing  the  contract  among  the 
tenderers.  There  has  been  an  immense  improvement  in  the  style  of  stacking  this 
year  and  there  can  be  very  little  loss.  This  year,  except  at  Battleford  and  Eegina, 
all  hay  was  taken  by  measure  ^nd  all  stacks  had  to  be  of  certain  dimensions  to  be 
accepted,  a  diflference  in  cubic  feet  allowed  per  ton  according  to  such  dimensions,  all 
stacks  standing  thirty  days  before  measurement.    The  hay  stacks  at  Eegina  were 
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built  by  the  Police.  One  stack,  containing  400  tons,  is  a  model  for  all  farming 
communities.  The  contmcts  wei*e  divided  op  among  a  host  of  applicants  and  we 
have  tried  to  divide  the  money  as  much  as  is  consistent  with  fairness. 

The  Indians  of  Miscowpetung  and  Pie-a-pot's  Reserves  put  in  the  best  hay  at 
Eegina  j  I  think  we  took  130  tons  from  them,  and  they  were  keen  to  sell  another 
hundred. 

The  oxen  driven  by  these  native  farmers  are  in  the  best  oi-der,  and  are  better 
cared  for  than  any  oxen  I  have  ever  seen.  These  Indians  haul  their  hay  about  thirty 
miles  from  the  Qu'Appelle  Valley.  We  paid  $8  per  ton  to  all  contractoi-s  at  Begina; 
the  highest  price  paid  for  hay  was  at  Lethbndge,  $1*7.50,  and  the  lowest  at  Batoche, 
$3,  where  hay  is  close  by.  I  think  $5  is  as  low  as  we  should  purchase  hay.  This 
year,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  succeeded  in  getting  oats  at  Edmonton  at  a  fair  price; 
we  now  pay  58  cents  per  bushel.  The  highest  price  paid  for  oats  was  at  Macleod, 
the  rate  being  75  cents  per  bushel. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  will  now  be  in  first-class  shape,  fifteen  new  waggons  having  lately 
arrived ;  we  shall,  however,  require  some  new  light  patrol  waggons  and  a  few  wide- 
gauge  waggons  for  the  west.  Our  transport  is  all  well  painted  and  repaired  by  our 
own  artizans,  and  looks  very  well  indeed,  when  it  is  remembered  that  very  few 
police  posts  have  ever  had  transport  sheds.  We  are  now  building  these,  with  your 
approval,  at  nearly  all  police  posts. 

ARMS. 

As  I  have  already  reported,  our  carbines  require  change,  and  I  shall  recommend 
that  one  division  this  year  be  provided  with  a  new  weapon,  the  old  carbines  being 
used  in  other  divisions  to  replace  worn  out  ones.  Our  revolvers  are  firat-class,  and 
cannot  be  improved  for  general  duty;  we  have  now  a  few  small  ones  for  i^ailway 
duty,  &c.,  and  I  should  recommend  that  fifty  more  be  supplied. 

In  connection  with  the  artillery  branch,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Inspecting 
Superintendent  Cotton's  report.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  7  and  9-pr.  guns 
now  in  possession  of  the  force  are  at  all  suitable  to  our  requirements  ;  they  are 
too  cumbersome,  and  take  all  the  best  men  and  hoi*8c&  out  of  a  division  to  work 
them.  Our  enemies,  if  we  ever  have  any,  will  likely  be  Indians  and  frontier  men. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  get  them  for  any  time  under  the  range  of  cannon.  In  my 
opinion,  every  division  should  have  one  machine-gun,  which  three  men  and  a  smart 
team  of  horses  can  work  with  gj*eat  efficiency,  and  which  could  keep  up  with  the 
division  in  any  country. 

The  old  carnages  of  the  four  7-pr.  bronze  guns,  which  were  sent  to  Canada 
for  the  Eed  Eiver  Expedition  in  1870,  and  subsequently  ti'ansferred  to  the  Mounted 
Police,  have  become  quite  unserviceable. 

The  cost  of  new  carnages  for  these  guns  would  be  about  $2,000,  an  expenditure 
which  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  recommending,  as  I  consider  that  the  money  could  be 
more  profitably  applied  in  the  purchase  of  machine  guns. 

I  have  given  instructions  that  these  guns  are  to  be  used  only  for  drill  instiniction, 
and  under  no  circumstances  are  they  to  be  taken  into  the  field  in  the  event  of  trouble 
arising.  • 

BARRACKS. 

The  barracks  have  greatlv  improved  during  the  year,  and  the  buildings  at 
Calgary  now  almost  finished  and  partially  occupied,  ai*e  all  that  can  be  desired. 

At  Prince  Albert,  Battlefoixi,  MacLeod,  Lethbndge  and  Medicine  Hat  only  slight 
repaira  will  be  i-equired ;  at  Calgary  a  new  guai'd  room  and  oixierly  I'oom  is  urgently 
required,  as  also  new  officer,  quarters.  At  Fort  Saskatchewan,  if  the  force  remains 
there  which  I  consider  advisable  until  the  railway  crossing  is  an  accomplished  fact, 
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many  of  the  old  buildings  must  be  pulled  down  and  re-built  with  fi'esh  lower  logs  to 
replace  those  now  rotten.  Our  own  men  can  do  this  work  with  an  expenditure  of 
$4,000  for  material,  &c.  This  would  make  the  baiTacks  good  for  many  years.  At 
present  we  are  occupying  some  ancient  log  buildings  at  Edmonton,  for  which  we 
pay  $600  per  annum ;  they  are  w]*etched  and  are  situated  so  far  out  of  the  business 
part  of  the  town  that  I  have  to  keep  a  town  detachment  in  another  building.  I  have 
selected  some  lots  in  the  middle  of  the  town  and  I  would  sti*ongly  recommend  that  a 
suitable  barrack,  lock  up,  stable  and  officers  quarters  be  put  up  at  an  early  date  ; 
$7,>00  will  cover  this  outlay,  and  then  when  the  railway  aiTives,  we  can  finally  settle 
the  site  for  Headquarters  of  the  Division  stationed  in  that  distnct.  We  have  had 
already  several  expensive  experiences,  notably  Medicine  Hat,  of  erecting  costly 
barracks  in  advance  of  the  i-ailway. 

At  Eegina  we  require  new  omcere  quartei^s  and  an  Officei*s  mess,  and  the  cellars 
oi'  the  new  barrack  buildings  imperatively  require  to  be  walled  with  stone,  instead 
of  planked,  both  on  account  of  fire  and  the  permanency  of  the  buildings.  At  least 
$7,000  should  be  allowed  for  the  erection  of  permanent  outposts  at  important  points. 
This  would  enable  us  to  stay  out  all  winter  and  would  tend  to  make  our  patrol  system 
thoroughly  effective. 

I  regi'et  extremely  to  have  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  wretched  barrack 
fui'nitni'c  now  in  possession  of  the  force.  This,  the  finest  body  of  men  in  the  countiy, 
still  sleep  on  boai-ds  and  trestles,  while  the  Indians  at  the  industrial  schools  have 
iron  beds,  and  the  very  prisoners  in  the  gaols  have  neat  iwn  cots.  Our  barrack 
rooms  are  kept  as  neat  as  it  is  possible  for  men  to  keep  them,  but  I  am  ashamed  to 
show  strangers,  particularly  military  men,  over  them,  on  account  of  the  very  dispa- 
raging remarks  they  invariable  make  on  our  sleeping  accommodation. 

STABLES. 

Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  our  stable  accomodation  at  many  of  the 
posts,  and  I  am  gradually  substituting  clay  and  stone  floors  in  the  front  of  the  stalls 
for  the  plank  used  formerly,  which  had  a  great  tendency  to  dry  up  the  horses  fore 
feet.  At  Calgaiy  all  the  fronts  of  the  stalls  are  now  cobbled,  the  hind  feet  standing 
on  plank.  This  I  propose  to  introduce  into  all  our  stables  wherever  cobble  stone  can 
be  procured ;  at  other  posts  clay  will  have  to  do,  the  wood  ininning  sufficiently  far 
forward  to  allow  the  horses  to  lie  on  it. 

New  stables  are  required  at  Eegina  and  Maple  Creek,  and  the  present  ones  at 
Fort  Saskatchewan  require  pulling  down  and  i^e-erecting  on  new  ground,  as  the  lower 
logs  are  rotten  and  the  ground  is  k)u1.  With  slight  repairs,  the  stables  at  other  posts 
are  good. 

BJfiORUITS. 

The  recimits  we  have  obtained  this  year  are  generally  all  that  the  most  fastidious 
<K>mmanding  officer  could  desire. 

1  am  deluged  with  applications  from  all  parts,  even  the  old  country  and  the 
United  States,  for  admission  to  our  ranks.  A  very  large  proportion  are  farmers  sons, 
and  I  still  perfer  this  class  to  all  others. 

DISOIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  force  is,  on  the  whole,  of  a  very  high  oitler,  and  while 
several  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  have  behaved  badly,  and  have  been  promptly 
punished,  geneittlly  I  have  received  their  hearty  support.  Drunkenness  has,  in  almost 
«very  instance,  been  the  cause  of  trouble.  I  think  the  nature  of  the  duties  the  Police 
are  called  upon  to  perform  is  not  generally  known,  even  by  otherwise  well  informed 
men,  who  take  a  prominent  interest  in  Canadian  affairs,  and  the  occasional  lapse  fi-om 
duty  of  an  unfoi*tunate  is  immediately  commented  upon  on  all  sides.  The  countiy 
occupied   by  the  Police  is  now,   including  part  of  Manitoba,  700  miles  long  by  over 
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350  miles  wide,  and  until  lately  we  also  occupied  the  Kootenay  country,  in  Bi'itish 
Columbia.  Over  the  whole  of  this  enormous  country  the  force  is  scattered,  being 
divided  into  ten  divisions,  and  each  division,  having  many  outposts,  at  which  the  men 
do  duty  in  twos  and  threes.  Some  of  these  outposts  are  150  miles  and  many  are  over 
100  miles  from  the  nearest  officer,  and  with,  generally,  no  railway  communication. 
Up  to  date  the  men  have  had  no  future  to  look  foi-ward  to,  and  have  really  only  the 
discipline  instilled  into  them  and  their  own  high  character  to  keep  them  straight ; 
they  are  under  enormous  temptation  to  misbehave  and  shield  whiskey  oflfenders,  and 
are  constantly  in  danger  of  getting  into  trouble  by  exceeding  their  duties.  There  are 
lesH  punishments  inflicted  in  the  Police  than  in  any  force  I  know  of,  and  i*emai*kably 
few  cases  of  over  zeal.  Discipline  is  impartially  maintained,  and  although  veiy  strict 
indeed,  but  few  cases,  beyond  slight  indiscretions,  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

The  force  is  well  di'illed,  but  from  the  numerous  different  avocations  in  which 
the  men  are  employed,  although  individually  drilled  men  they  naturally  require 
some  days  together  before  they  are  in  a  condition  to  do  justice  to  themselves  on 
parade.  As  the  general  public  are  unaware  of  our  multifaiious  duties,  and,  as  when 
we  make  mistakes  as  Police  pi*oper  they  make  no  allowance  for  our  other  qualifi- 
cations, I  may  be  allowed  to  name  a  few  of  the  different  things  we  do  for  ourselves, 
outside  ordinary  Police  duties  and  patrols.  We  are  trained  soldiers,  both  mounted  and 
dismounted,  and  squads  in  nearly  every  division  thoroughljr  undei*stand  gun.  drill; 
we  do  our  own  carpenter  woi'k,  painting,  alterations  of  clothing,  blacksmi  thing,  most 
of  our  freighting  and  teaming,  plough  when  required,  put  out  prairie  fires,  act  as 
Customs  and  quarantine  officers,  do  most  of  our  own  waggon  repairing  and  tinsmith- 
ing,  mend  all  and  make  a  great  deal  of  saddleiy  and  harness,  act  as  gaolere  and 
keepers  of  the  insane  sometimes  for  weeks,  and  there  is  not  a  division  in  the  force 
that  can  not  go  into  any  country  and  put  up  a  complete  barracks,  either  of  logs  or 
frame.  '*  D "  Division,  under  Superintendent  Steele,  erected  first-class  barracks  at 
Kootenay  B.  C,  last  year,  the  division  being  comfortably  housed  before  winter  set  in. 

PHYSIQUE. 

In  physique  we  are  second  to  no  force  in  existence ;  our  men  are  well  set  up, 
young,  active,  good  looking,  stout  and  tall,  with  good  constitutions,  our  average 
height  being  over  5  feet  9  inches  and  chest  measurement  over  37J  inches,  and  we 
have  very  few  men  who  cannot  ride  day  in  and  day  out  their  fifty  miles.  Every 
recruit  passes  a  surgeon  below  and  our  senior  surgeon  hei*e,  and  useless  and  unsound 
men  are  immediately  got  rid  of.  Our  physique  is  improving  all  the  time  ;  only  fii-st- 
class  men  can  stand  a  five  yeai-  term  in  the  police. 

DESERTIONS. 

As  usual,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  discharge  by  purchase,  only  three  per  month 
being  allowed,  has  been  the  cause  of  many  desertions.  A  lucrative  job  is  offered  a 
man  by  his  friends  in  the  east,  and  he  must  accept  at  once  or  lose  it;  every  possible 
allowance  is  made  in  such  cases,  but  they  occur  so  often  that  it  is  imposiible  to  meet 
all  of  them.  Discharge  by  purchase  should,  I  respectfully  submit,  be  granted  at 
thirty  days  notice  to  all  men  over  two  years  service,  provided  they  can  be  spared. 

The  establishment  of  canteens  and  recreation  rooms,  to  which  I  am  devoting 
much  attention,  will  certainly  stop  a  great  deal  of  desertion.  The  men  at  Head- 
quartei'S  appreciate  the  privilege  of  the  canteen,  and  since  its  establishment  there 
have  been  no  prisonei-s  of  any  consequence. 

A  good  many  deserters  are  giving  themselves  up ;  several  othere  have  offered  to 
do  so,  and  one  actually  wired  to  be  sent  for,  but  I  declined,  as  the  expense  was  too 
great. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  fi*om  a  man  who  deserted  in  1881,  and  is  now  in 
Montana,  asking  on  what  terms  he  can  sun*ender. 
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RE-ENOAQEMBNTS. 


Daring  the  year  fifty-five  men,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired,  immediately 
re-engaged.  Nineteen  who  took  their  discharge  have  sincere-engaged,  among  them 
a  sergen  t  who  re-engaged  as  constable ;  two  who  purchased  their  discharge  are  already 
in  the  ranks  again,  and  several  others  have  offered  to  re-join  if  allowed  transport. 

With  yom*  permission,  I  hope  to  make  this  Force  very  haixi  to  enter  and  very 
easy  to  get  out  of,  both  by  purchase  and  dismissal. 

CLOTHING  AND  KIT. 

The  kits  of  the  men  are,  in  nearly  every  case  complete,  although  occasionally 
some  men  must  be  short  of  some  ti*ivial  article,  either  through  loss  or  weaiing  out; 
still,  these  shoi'tages  are  immediately  made  good.  All  divisions  are  alike,  and  the 
kits  are  ready  for  inspection  at  any  time  without  notice.  The  clothing  is  generally 
first-class,  but  I  think  the  serges  could  be  heavier,  and  the  great  coat,  although  suit- 
able, is  not  as  good  for  five  yeai*s  service  in  wet  weather  as  we  require.  There  is  no 
comparison  between  the  hardship  our  coats  are  put  to  and  those  of  any  oixlinary 
service,  as  we  are  nearly  always  in  the  field. 

The  duck  suits  now  issued  are  good  and  are  a  very  great  success,  but  the  duck 
caps  are  not,  I  find,  sufficient  protection  from  the  sun  and  rain  when  on  patrol,  although 
they  are  admirably  adapted  for  stable  and  ordinary  baiTack  fatigue,  and  I  should 
recommend  every  man  being  obliged  to  keef)  one  in  his  kit.  Although  I  dislike  it  veiy 
much,  I  believe  a  uniform  white  felt  hat,  of  a  solid  description,  should  be  adopted  for 
patrol  work,  and  that  only ;  this  should  be  on  repayment  and  compulsory.  The 
stockings  are  rather  too  heavy  and  long  in  the  leg,  and  the  riding  boots  are  a  little 
low  in  the  instep,  but  are  othei-wise  first-class;  the  ankle  boots  aj'e  not  so  good,  and 
there  are  complaints  of  their  not  lasting.  The  underclothing  requires  more  careful 
sizing.    With  these  few  alterations  the  kits  are  all  that  we  require. 

The  Montana  calf  coats  having  proved  worthless  when  wet,  or  even  damp,  owing 
to  the  dye,  we  ai*e  now  trying  natural  black  sheep  coats,  and,  so  far,  they  are  giving 
good  satisfaction  in  every  respect,  except  the  lining,  which  should  be  of  tweed. 

ARTIZANS'    PAY. 

The  increased  rates  of  pay,  generally  to  artizans,  has  retained  and  brought  into> 
the  force  a  very  good  class  of  mechanics,  and  we  can  now  do  nearly  every  branch  of 
artizans*  work. 

TARGET   PRACTICE. 

In  target  practice  great  strides  have  been  made  this  year,  and  considering  that 
many  of  our  carbines  are  old,  and  the  fact  that  Winchesters  of  any  pattern,  at  theii* 
best,  are  not  good  range  rifles,  1  consider  the  scores  made  to  be  very  good.  Our 
Winchesters  are  under-sighted,  and  in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of  my  officers,  have 
seen  their  day. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  for  favorable  consideration,  that  extra  pay  be 
allowed  to  the  best  shot  in  each  division  and  to  the  best  shot  in  the  force. 

I  would  also  strongly  recommend  that  the  price  of  ammunition  be  placed  at  the 
lowest  cost,  so  that  eveiy  facility  may  be  given  the  men  to  purchase  it  for  practice. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  are  generally  first-class,  and  if  not,  are  promptly  returned  to  the 
contractors  and  replaced,  and  the  supply  of  everything  is  liberal,  although  there  is 
no  waste. 

There  has  been  a  still  farther  reduction  in  the  price  of  beef  at  most  posts,  the 
highest  pnces  being  paid  at  Maple  Creek  and  Edmonton,  where  thei'e  is  little  or  no 
competition. 
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Potatoes  and  flour  are  both  very  cheap,  although  the  latter  ha§  advanced  since 
contracts  were  let. 

FUEL. 

There  has  been  considerable  reduction  in  the  price  of  wood  at  posts  where  it  ia 
used,  namely,  Prince  Albert,  Battleford  and  Edmonton,  and  the  price  is  now  as  low 
as  it  is  judicious  to  pay.  My  orders  have  been  carried  out  at  all  points  to  buy  wood 
from  as  many  settlers  as  possible,  and,  in  consequence,  great  assistance  is  given  to 
to  the  pooj'cr  class 

In  the  south,  and  all  along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  Lethbridge  coal  is 
almost  the  only  fuel,  the  other  mines  being  closed  down.  A  little  Pennsylvania 
anthacrite  is  also  used,  and  with  the  re-opening  of  the  mines  at  Anthracite  and 
Medicine  Hat  1  expect  to  use  a  considerable  quantity  of  their  output.  The  absence 
of  sufliciently  large  coal  sheds  at  our  posts  prevents  economical  handling  by  buying 
in  time,  as  the  loss  of  soft  coal  is  enoimous  if  exposed  in  summer  to  the  wind  and  i-ain. 

PENSIONS. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  pensions 
for  this  force  at  an  early  date,  receive  your  earnest  consideration,  as  its  absence  effects 
the  efficiency  of  the  corps  in  a  very  marked  manner,  and  I  would  beg  yom*  consider- 
ation of  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  ^folice  Act  respecting  desertions  and  the 
right  of  search  in  connection  with  the  NoHh-West  Act.  I  would  also  beg  that  yon 
will  reconsider  the  salaries  now  paid  to  the  senior  officers  of  the  force,  wmch,  while 
ample  in  the  early  days,  when  supplemented  by  commissions  on  Customs  Collections, 
and  by  North-West  Council  indemnities,  are  now,  I  venture  to  state,  quite  out  of 
proportion  to  our  responsibilities,  and  small  in  comparison  with  other  officials,  and 
quite  inadequate  to  support  and  educate  our  families,  or  even  provide  for  life  insur- 
ance premiums,  much  less  to  lay  by  anything  for  the  support  of  our  families  if  death 
intervenes  and  they  are  deprived  of  our  incomes. 

SAVING  BANK  ACCOUNTS. 

A  gi*eat  many  men  are  now  depositing  in  the  Grovemment  savings  bank,  the  total 
amount  deposited  for  the  five  months  ending  the  30th  November  last  being  $12,760.55. 
A  great  number  oi  men  deposit  all  their  pay  when  on  patrol,  and  draw  it  out  in  the 
winter,  many  of  them  getting  furloughs  to  visit  their  friends  in  the  east  and  in 
England,  while  others  send  their  savings  to  their  friends. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

At  most  posts  our  watei*  suppl}'  is  fairly  good.  At  Maple  Ci'oek  however,  the 
water  in  baiTacks  is  execrable  and  not  fit  for  even  animals,  although  we  have  to  use 
it.  All  the  water  for  the  men  is  hauled  from  a  well  near  the  creek  at  some  distance. 
The  bai'racks  are  appai*ently  on  an  alkali  bed  and  every  well  sunk  is  of  the  same 
quality. 

At  Lethbridge  all  our  water  has  to  be  hauled  by  team  from  the  ooal  company's 
eleveted  tank,  which  is  supplied  from  the  river,  320  feet  below ;  consequently,  our  fire 
protection  there  is  represented  by  our  vigilance  in  discovering  a  lire  in  its  very 
incipient  stages.  This  year  a  contract  was  let  to  bore  a  well  at  fiethbridge  ;  300  feet 
has  oeen  bored,  but  no  water  in  sufficient  quantities  had  been  reached,  although  I 
think  if  the  contractor  had  known  his  business,  the  water  he  struck  at  an  early  stage 
in  his  boring  could  have  been  made  available.  An  elevated  tank,  with  a  stove  under 
it  must  be  built  at  once  at  Lethbridge  and  filled  from  the  company's  tank. 

FIRE  PROTECTION. 

Our  fire  protection  is  our  weakest  point,  and  requires  immediate  improvement. 
At  present  we  have  hand  fire  engines  at  some  posts,  and  at  all  Babcocks,  hand 
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grenades  and  bucket  service.  The  fire  engines  are  good  in  wai-m  weather,  but  are 
almost  useless  in  winter,  as  it  is  difficult  to  get  water,  and  as  the  engines  have  only 
a  fourteen  feet  suction  pipe.  In  this  country,  where  the  frost  penetrates  to  an  enor- 
mous depth,  you  will  be  able  to  understand  some  of  the  difficulties  of  an  efficient 
water  service.  This  matter  should  command  immediate  attention.  Possibly  an 
elevated  tank,  such  as  are  used  on  railways,  with  a  small  engine  to  pump,  would  be 
the  most  effective  of  all  solutions.  This  engine  could  also  be  used  for  working  an 
electiic  light  system,  which  would  do  away  with  coal  oil  lamps,  which  are  dangerous 
in  the  extreme  and  the  cause  of  most  of  our  fires  in  the  past. 

GENERAL    BQDIPMBNT. 

The  general  equipment  is  first-class,  and  every  division  is  now  ready  to  turn  oivt 
immediately  on  receiving  orders. 

DRILL    BOOK. 

A  drill  book  for  the  force  is  now  being  printed  on  our  own  press  at  Begins,  and  . 
a  copy  will  soon  be  submitted  to  you  for  approval.    The  drill  is  of  the  simplest  kind, 
and  conflicts  in  no  way  with  the  Mounted  infantry  Eegulations,  but  contains  much 
information  respecting  details  and  movements  absolutely  required  in  the  force,  which 
are  not  laid  down  in  the  Mounted  Infantry  Manual. 

PRAIRIB  FIRBS, 

This  year,  before  the  season  for  these  fires,  I  took  the  precaution  to  appoint 
intelligent  members  of  the  force  fire  guardians  and  placed  them  in  charge  of  fixed 
districts.  The  result  has  been  very  satisfactory  and  but  few  losses  from  fires  have 
occuiTed.  Several  convictions  were  obtained  and  fines  inflicted  under  the  fire  ordi- 
nance, and  as  a  result  it  will  be  definitely  settled  what  the  responsibilities  of  railway 
'companies  are  with  regard  to  the  setting  fire  to  the  prairie  by  sparks  from  their 
locomotives. 

RANCHING. 

The  success  of  the  ranches  dunng  the  year  has  been  excellent  and  most  encour- 
aging. Animals  wintered  well  last  winter  and  the  crop  of  calves,  foals  and  lambs 
has  been  generally  good,  although  in  cei*tain  alkali  districts  anthrax  has  been  fatal 
among  the  younger  cattle,  and  strangles  in  some  sections  has  carried  off  some  colts, 
while  in  the  nortnjhoof  disease  has  destroyed  many  horses.  On  the  whole,  the  increase 
is  satisfactoiy.  In  the  north  the  flies  have  been  veiy  bad,  and  it  was  late  in  the  fall 
before  the  harrassed  stock  put  on  their  usual  flesh.  The  large  shipments  of  stock  to 
England  afforded  a  good  cash  market  to  most  of  the  ranchers,  who  must  speedily  get 
rid  of  their  culls  and  breed  high  class  steers,  as  they  are  now  satisfied  that  nothing 
but  that  class  will  pay.  The  market  in  the  country  being  easily  crowded,  even  here 
culls  are  not  saleable  at  paying  prices.  Short-horns  and  Herefoi-ds  are  still  the 
favorite  breeds,  but  if  care  and  attention  is  paid  to  the  Polled  Angus  I  anticipate 
great  future  success  for  that  breed.  Their  hides  alone,  if  a  proper  system  of  tanning 
was  introduced,  eventually  must  be  very  valuable  for  robes.  Some  of  the  most  success- 
ful men  are  now  breeding  from  West  Highland  bulls.  Their  hides  will  be  very  valuable 
for  robes  and  their  meat  is  the  best  possible,  but  their  size  counterbalances  their 
extreme  hardihood ;  it  is  possible  that  their  size  will  materially  increase  however  on 
our  magnificient  pasturage. 

Ck)nsiderable  attention  is  being  paid  to  horses,  and  some  veiy  valuable  stock  has 
been  imported,  paiiicularly  by  the  "  Quom  "  Company  at  Sheep  Creek,  who  have  not 
only  imported  very  valuable  and  useful  thoroughbred  English  stallions  but  a  large 
number  of  Irish  mares.  From  a  police  aspect  the  horses  raised  on  this  ranch  will 
be  too  rangy  and  tall  for  our  sei'vice.    Othere  again  have  gone  entirely  into  Clyde^, 
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notably,  the  '•  Walrond  "  Company,  of  which  Mr.  McEachorn  is  the  guiding  hand. 
This  stock  may  be  profitable,  but  as  a  police  officer  I  take  no  interest  in  them.  Others 
-again  ai^e  endeavoring  at  the  first  cross  to  breed  horees  from  indifferent  native 
scinib  mares.  There  is  not  a  hoi'se  ranch  in  the  country  that  could  not  profitably 
weed  out  at  least  a  thii-d  of  their  mai*es  and  castrate  some  of  their  stallions. 

The  "  Quorn  '*  ranche,  Mr.  Barter,  manager,  is  in  possession  of  fii*st-clas8  buildings, 
admirably  adapted  for  the  raising  of  high  class  stock,  and  very  few,  if  any,  improve- 
ments could  be  suggested.  Outside  this  ranche  too  little  care  and  attention  are  shown 
in  the  construction  of  suitable  stables  and  corrals,  aud  valuable  stallions  are  in  danger 
of  being  rendered  useless  by  too  small  and  dark  loose  boxes. 

For  police  purposes  the  best  mares  in  the  country  that  I  know  of  are  those  of 
the  North-West  Cattle  Company;  at  the  same  time  they  have  also  many  wretches. 

There  are  some  fine  mares  on  the  ranche  managed  by  Mr.  Macpherson  at  High 
Eiver,  and  we  have  purchased  some  very  fine  horsas  from  him,  but  his  mares  will 
stand  weeding.  On  most  ranches  more  judgment  is  required  in  mating  mares  if 
pecuniary  success  is  expected. 

On  the  sheep  ranches  the  only  female  stock  kept  are  Merinos,  of  various  degrees 
^f  impui'ity.  These  ai-e  being  crossed  with  some  fine  Shropshire  rams,  but  as  yet  the 
fat  sheep  are  not  of  a  class  to  stand  a  long  journey  or  sell  in  a  first-class  market,  which 
requires  a  good  thick  sheep,  with  a  good  proportion  of  fat  on  the  meat  and  not  all  in 
the  offal.  It  is  generally  to  be  regretted  that  the  smaller  ranchera  do  not  all  add  a 
small  flock  of  good  mutton  sheep  to  their  stock.  These  would  have  to  be  fenced  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  south  of  Sheep  Creek.  A  few  sheep  would,  in  a 
marked  degree,  add  to  their  comfort,  and  any  to  spare  would  sell  well.  The  sheep 
men  will  not  often  sell  spring  lambs,  and  that  article  is  a  frightful  price  in  consequence. 

All  ranchei*s,  no  matter  what  class  of  stock  is  their  specialty,  now  cut  lar^ 
quantities  of  hay,  and  nearly  all  have  shelter  of  some  descnption  for  weak  stoc^L 
Some  of  the  more  advanced  cow-men  are  now  yarding  up  theii*  calves  in  the  fall  and 
feeding  all  winter.  It  will  be  found  most  beneficial  to  both  calves  and  cows,  and  the 
calves  of  the  following  season  will  also  be  stronger.  The  North-West  Cattle  Com- 
pany have  now  700  calves  and  200  weak  cows  feeding  in  sheds.  As  every  settler 
xjomes  to  the  country  to  better  his  position,  experience  will  soon  convince  ranchers 
that  if  they  expect  to  make  money  they  must  use  judgment,  and  profit  by  their  fail- 
ures. On  visiting  ranches  it  will  be  obsei-ved  and  commented  upon  that  nearly  all 
the  common  vegetables  are  scarce,  and  that  sheep,  pigs  and  poultiy  are  seldom  kept, 
nor  are  gai'dens  worked  on  any  of  the  larger  ranches.  The  ranchers  live  well  and 
are  hospitable  to  a  degree,  but  eveiything,  even  butter,  is  generally  purchased. 
They  all  say  they  have  not  time,  and  that  the  cow-boys  will  not  work  on  foot,  &c. 
Until  lately  it  was  supposed  that  they  would  not  cut  hay ;  In  the  neai*  future  I 
■expect  they  will  garden  and  attend  domestic  animals. 

The  greatest  cause  of  annoyance  among  ranchers  is  occasioned,  all  agree,  by  bands 
of  Indians  wandering  over  the  ranches  without  any  commissariat,  and  an  almost 
total  absence  of  game.  They  undoubtedly  kill  cattle,  occasionally  although  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  catch  them  in  the  act.  I  regret  to  report,  however,  that  the 
hands  of  the  Police  are  often  tied  by  the  culpable  weakeness  of  some  of  the  ranchers, 
who,  having  caught  Indians  in  the  act,  have  been  afi-aid  to  inform  the  police  for 
fear  that  the  friends  of  the  marauders  might  retaliate,  and  only  after  months  have 
elapsed  has  the  information  reached  us. 

I  have  already  forwarded,  for  your  consideration,  resolutions  and  suggestions 
made  by  the  High  Eiver  branch  of  the  Albeiia  Stock  Association^  and  settlers  south 
of  Calgary,  all  of  which  I  heartily  endorae  and  respectfully  submit  to  your  favorable 
<Jonsideration. 

ROADS  AND   BRIDGES. 

While  the  roads  of  this  country  are  generally  good  enough  for  present  purposes, 
and  require  only  a  little  brushing  in  low  places,  there  is  an  argent  necessity  for 
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impruvement  in  the  bridges.  The  bridge  over  the  Bow  Kiver,  at  Calgary,  is  a  splendid 
job,  also  the  bridge  over  the  Elbow,  near  its  mouth,  at  the  name  place.  The  Mission 
bridge  at  Calgary  is  a  poor  one,  and  the  Battle  Eiver  and  Blind  Man's  Eiver  bridges 
on  the  trail  between  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  are  at  present  positively  dangerous. 
I  believe  a  small  grant  has  been  made  by  the  Territorial  Legislature  for  the  Blind 
Man's  bridge. 

All  over  the  country  bridges  are  really  required  over  the  small  streams,  many 
of  which  are  very  dangerous  in  the  spring,  but  the  country  which  of  all  others 
requires  speedy  action  in  the  matter  of  bridges  is  that  south  of  Calgary  and  ai'ound 
Macleod  and  Leth bridge.  In  the  spring  it  is  impossible  to  get  out  of  Macleod  to  a 
distance  of  more  than  eighteen  miles  on  three  sides,  while  to  the  north  you  cannot 
travel  a  mile  without  risking  your  life  and  outfit  during  high  water,  and  loss  of  life 
is  constantly  occurring  in  consequence. 

The  following  bridges  are  immediately  required : — 

Over  the  Belly,  at  Lethbridge, 
Old  Man,  at  Kipp, 
do        Macleod, 
Willow  Creek,  at  Macleod, 
Belly,  south  of  Macleod, 
Kootenay  River, 

Pincher  Creek,  twice  between  Macleod  and  village  of  Pincher  Creek, 
High  River, 
Sheep  Creek, 
These  bridges  are  positive  necessities,  and  their  absence  not  only  endangei-s  the 
lives  and  propei-ty  of  the  inhabitants  but  ai-e  great  hindrances  to  the  efficient  work- 
ing of  our  patrol  system,  by  involving  delay  and  often  loss  of  valuable  Government 
property. 

FERRIES. 

The  ferries  in  the  north  are  well  and  cheaply  run,  in  accordance  with  the  Ter- 
ritorial Act,  but  in  the  Macleod  district  there  are  no  licensed  ferries,  the  people 
positively  declining  to  run  feiTies  for  the  rate  allowed  for  tolls,  and  the  rates  charged 
are  frequently  exorbitant  and  the  traveller  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  owner  of  the 
feny,  who  can  and  does  cross  him  when  he  is  ready,  and  at  his  own  price. 

Frequently  when  the  ferry  id  most  required  the  violence  of  the  sti-eams  prohibits 
their  use,  and  small  boats  of  the  most  primitive  sorts  are  the  only  means  available, 
snd  traffic  is  actually  stopped  for  several  weeks. 

TELEPHONES  AND  TELEGRAPHS. 

The  introduction  of  telephones  will,  I  expect,  at  a  very  early  date,  greatly  increase 
our  efficiency,  and  effect  an  enormous  saving  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  men  and  horses. 
In  the  few  places  where  we  have  them  we  find  them  a  great  boon,  and  we  cannot 
underetAud  how  we  got  along  without  them. 

Telephone  wii'es  should  be  extended  on  all  the  Government  lines,  and  we  are 
anxiously  hoping  for  the  speedy  erection  of  the  new  Government  Telegi-aph  line, 
already  recommended,  from  Calgary  to  Edmonton,  from  Calgary  to  the  boundary 
and  from  Moose  Jaw  and  Qu'Appelle  station  to  Regina. 

GAME. 

The  game  is  rapidly  vanishing ;  in  the  noHh  a  few  moose  ai-e  still  found,  but  elk 
have  almost  disappeared  j  bears  are  still  killed  in  considerable  numbers,  and  a  few 
black-tailed  deer  have  so  far  managed  to  escape  the  hunters.  Antelope,  a  few 
yeai"8  ago  veiy  numerous,  are  now  scarce  ;  the  hard  winter  of  1886  destroyed 
great  numbers  of  them,  ana  the  Indians  are  wiping  out  the  remainder  in  and  out  of 
season.  Prairie  chickens  are  generally  very  scarce,  owing,  I  think,  to  Indians  and 
mean  whites  killing  them  out  of  season,  and  bad  pi*airie  fires  in  hatching  time.  There 
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are  only  six  buffalo  known  to  exist  in  the  Territoiy,  two  old  bulls  at  or  near  Wood 
Mountain  and  three  females  and  one  bull  between  the  Eed  Deer  and  Battle  rivers. 
Three  bulls  have  been  killed  this  summer,  their  heads  selling  for  $75  each.  Trout  are 
getting  scarce  for  want  of  protection  during  spawning  season,  and  the  rapid  increase 
of  pike  is  driving  this  fish  further  and  further  into  the  head  waters  of  the  streams. 

CROPS 

Have  been  generally  good  all  over ;  oats  are  everywhere  an  enormous  crop ;  in 
some  sections,  notably  Edmonton,  Eed  Deer  and  Calgary,  the  samples  are  ideally 
wonderful,  weighing  46  lbs.  to  the  bushel.  Wheat  has  generally  been  a  good  crop 
and  uninjured  by  frost,  but  bai'ley,  owinff  to  the  vexatious  embargo  on  home  breweries 
is  vciy  little  grown,  although  it  would  add  greatly  to  the  home  comfoi-ts  of  the 
settler  if  they  liaised  more  of  it  for  pig,  cow  and  poultry  feeding.  Potatoes  are 
generally  a  great  crop,  but  are  not  sufficiently  cultivated  in  the  south-west.  The 
settlers,  in  their  anxiety  to  keep  up  the  price,  frequently  over-i-each  themselves,  and 
occasion  potatoes  to  be  imported  from  other  parts  of  the  Territory. 

Vegetables  are  generally  much  neglected,  except  at  Calgary  and  Eegina,  where 
a  plentiful  supply  of  every  sort  can  be  constantly  obtained  at  a  very  moderate  price. 

8BTTLBR8. 

On  the  whole,  the  settlers  all  over  the  Territones  are  doing  remarkably,  well; 
certainly  the  industrious  ones,  who  know  how  to  work.  Hail  destroyed  the  crops  on 
a  narrow  belt  near  Calgaiy,  but  with  that  exception  failure  of  crops  in  any  portion 
of  the  TenHitones  is  due  generally  to  poor  farming.  I  think  the  8ettlei*8  are  very  well 
contented. 

A  good  many  new  settlers  are  coming  in,  and  many  others  who  abandoned  their 
farms  in  former  yeare  for  want  of  markets  are  now  returning,  and  the  indications 
point  to  a  large  increase  of  immigration  next  year.  Schook  and  churches  are 
I'apidly  springing  up,  and  the  libeiality  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  in  affoitling 
cheap  excursions  east  has  enabled  hundreds  of  young  men  to  proceed  there  for  wives, 
who  will  soon  make  up  for  the  slackness  of  immigi*ation.  Many  of  the  settlers  are 
going  into  mixed  farming,  but  the  majority  are,  in  my  opinion,  poor  managers,  and 
theii'  homes  could  be  made  much  more  comfoi*table  and  happy  by  devoting  more 
time  to  vegetable  and  flower  gardens,  by  keeping  more  poultry,  pigs  and  sheep. 
Many  of  them  buy  nearly  everything  at  the  store,  which  their  farms  and  gardens 
could  and  should  supply.  Want  of  means  and  time  ai'C  the  excuses  given  generally, 
but  want  of  method,  application  and  misdirected  energv  are  frequently  the  cause. 

The  Mormon  settlement  on  Lees  Creek,  south  of  Macleod,  has  received  consi- 
derable additions  during  the  year,  and  they  are  making  immense  improvement**, 
already  supplying  a  very  large  propoition  of  the  butter,  eggs  and  vegetables  used  at 
Lethbridge.  There  are  about  125  souls  in  the  colony  and  it  is  expected  to  more  than 
double  next  season,  and  they  are  preparing  for  a  very  large  increase  in  arable  land 
next  year.  They  are,  so  far  as  progress  and  enterprise  go,  the  very  best  settlers  in 
oui'  country,  but  any  attempt  to  introduce  the  practice  of  polygamy  under  any  guise 
must  be  promptly  dealt  with.  They  are,  so  far,  if  straight  on  this  point,  law  abiding 
citizens.     I  have  placed  a  detachment  in  the  colony. 

Having  reported  upon  all  the  subjects  which  1  consider  interesting  to  you,  I  will 
especially  call  your  attention  to  the  extremely  able  manner  in  which  Supt.  Steele 
managed  matters  in  the  Kootenay  District,  B.  C,  and  which,  I  think,  will  be  found 
to  have  made  a  lasting  impression  on  the  Indians  in  that  counUy,  and  I  propose, 
with  your  permission,  as  soon  as  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  is  clear  of  snow  next  June, 
to  send  a  patrol,  as  suggested  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  into  Kootenay  for  a  few 
weeks.  The  satisfactory  pafrsage  of  "  D  "  Division  through  that  Pass  into  the  North- 
West  Territories  in  August  last  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner Herchmer,  Supt.  Steele  and  all  ranks  of  his  command,  and  my  inspection  of 
that  division  a  short  time  after  their  ari-ival  at  Macleod  gave  me  the  most  intense 
satisfaction. 
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The  reports  attached  will  be  found  carefully  and  intelliffently  written,  and  contain 
a  ^eat  deal  of  information,  which  I  am  sui'e  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

I  think,  Sir,  in  almost  every  way  the  efficiency  of  the  Force  you  have  placed 
under  my  command  has  greatly  inci*eased  during  the  vear;  all  ranks,  as  a  rule,  take 
pride  in  their  profession  and  guard  the  reputation  of  the  corps. 

I  have  now  only  to  report  that  from  all  the  officers  of  my  command,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  I  have  received  the  most  hearty  support,  and  a  determined  and 
Bnccessfuf  endeavor  has  generally  been  made  by  all  ranks  to  carry  out  my  instruc- 
iioDS  and  wishes,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.-W.  HERCHMBK, 

Commissioner,  K  W,  M.  P. 
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APPENDIX    A. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  COMMISSIONER,  NORTH-WEST 

MOUNTED  POLICE,  1888. 

•    North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Calgary,  N.W.T,  15th  December,  1888. 

,  Sir, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  30Ui 
November. 

During  the  past  twelve  months,  I  have  visited  nearly  every  portion  of  the 
Territories  on  toure  of  inspection  to  the  vanous  police  posts,  and  consider  that  the 
countiy  generally  is  in  a  prospei'ous  condition. 

In  police  matters,  I  have  found  everything  most  satisfactory. 

The  divisions  smaili  and  well  drilled,  both  mounted  and  dismounted,  and  great 
care  taken  of  all  articles  of  Government  property. 

There  has  been  very  little  ciime,  and  that  not  of  a  very  serious  nature ;  little  or 
no  hoi'se  stealing,  a  form  of  crime  ^^^vj  liable  to  take  place  in  western  countries.  It 
is  most  difficult  now,  with  our  chain  of  outposts  and  constant  patrolling,  to  get  away 
from  the  countiy  with  stolen  property. 

A  number  of  cases  of  hoi-se  stealing  have  been  reported,  which,  on  investigation, 
tui'ned  out  to  be  merely  strays. 

The  crops  have  been  excellent,  but  there  is,  no  doubt,  a  great  want  felt  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Territories — I  refer  more  paHicularly  to  Battlefoi-d  and  Prince 
Albert — of  an  oulet  for  their  sui'plus  grain  and  produce.  Home  consumption  is  all  they 
can  depend  on,  and  that  is  very  limited  at  present;  this  naturally  tends  to  retard  pro- 
gress and  causes  a  certain  amount  of  depression. 

This  will  be  rectified,  in  a  great  measure,  next  year,  when  the  Kegina  and  Long 
Lake  Eailroad  reaches  the  south  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

The  Indians  generally  have  been  very  quiet  and  peaceable.  I  attribute  this 
entirely  to  the  constant  supervision  kept  over  the  countiy. 

I  think  that  as  the  country  settles  up  we  will  find  it  necessaiy  to  increase  and 
extend  our  patrols.  To  do  this  in  fairness  to  the  efficency  of  the  foi-ce  we  want  more 
men. 

Our  capabilities  ai'e  taxed  to  the  utmost  now  in  furnishing  outposts  and  detach- 
ments, without  too  much  depleting  the  large  pentres. 

The  northern  Indians  are  improving  rapidly  towaixis  civilization,  particularly 
the  Crees,  at  Onion  Lake.  They  are  now  in  excellent  houses,  and  have  a  great  deal  of 
fencing;  the  resei've  has  quite  the  appearance  of  a  thriving  settlement. 

I  noticed  a  most  marked  change  since  a  previous  visit  to  that  place  in  July  1887. 

These  Indians  also  had  excellent  crops,  both  grain  and  roots. 

I  also  consider  that  the  half-breeds  are  in  a  much  more  satisfied  condition  than 
in  the  past ;  no  doubt  some  require  assistance  again  this  year,  but  I  strongly  urge 
that  it  DC  in  the  form  of  work,  except  in  the  cases  of  widows  unable  to  help  them- 
selves. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  some  men  who  have  neither  cattle  or  implements ;  this  pre- 
vented them  from  taking  advantage  of  the  seed  gi*ain  lent  last  spring. 

Profitable  work  could  be  furnished  by  taking  small  lots  of  green  cord  wood  in 
quantities  of  from  one  to  five  cords;  those  who  have  not  animals  to  deliver  the 
wood  with  could  do  the  cutting. 
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Whatever  assistance  is  given  should  certainly  be  under  the  supei-vision  and  at 
the  direction  of  the  officei'S  commanding  at  Battlefoi-d  and  Prince  Albert. 

The  force  is  well  outfitted  and  supplied  in  every  particular ;  the  clothing  is  good. 
I  should  like  to  see  a  change  in  the  issue  of  riding  breeches.  I  think  one  pair  could  be 
dispensed  with,  and  in  its  place  issue  a  pair  of  tweed  breeches.  These  would  be  most 
comfoi'table  and  serviceable  for  pmrie  work,  of  which  there  is  so  much.  In  fact  the 
majority  of  men  supply  themselves  voluntarily  with  this  article. 

The  transport  is  in  good  condition.  A  few  waggons  will  be  required  next  year 
to  replace  some  waggons  which  have  been  in  use  a  great  number  of  yeai's. 

The  last  pattern  spring  waggon  requires  some  alteAtions ;  the  brake  should  be 
hung  from  the  reach,  instead  of  from  the  box,  by  which  way  it  shoves  the  box  over 
on  the  bolstei^s.  and  reduces  the  power  of  itself.  The  king  bolt  is  also  too  small  and 
the  hind  spring  too  delicate. 

The  harness  is  in  good  oMer ;  a  few  setw  are  required  in  each  division. 

The  saddles  are  standing  well ;  the  pattern  supplied  by  Hutchins,  of  Winnipeg, 
is  an  excellent  article. 

Numnahs  are  generally  required.  I  recommend  that  felt  be  supplied  to  each 
division,  so  that  the  division  saddlers  can  make  numnahs  as  wanted. 

The  carbines  are  commencing  to  deteriorate,  the  Winchester  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
a  suitable  weapon  for  oui'  sei'vice ;  it  is  altogether  too  delicate  for  I'ough  work. 

The  revolver  is  an  excellent  arm,  and  iB  generally  in  A  1  order.  The  force  is 
improving  very  much  in  target  practice,  some  excellent  shooting  has  been  made, 
with  the  carbine. 

In  revolver  practice  I  think  the  ammunition  is  too  strong,  causing  high  shoot- 
ing. 

The  physique  of  the  force  is  magnificent — a  fine  lot  of  smart,  strong  young  men. 

There  has  been  very  little  sickness  generally. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  artillery  together,  and  formed  into  a  division  on  the  line 
of  railwav.  Maple  Creek  would  be  about  the  most  central.  This  division  could  do 
all  its  i)olice  duties,  and  more  time  could  be  given  to  artillery  drill  than  at  pi^esent 

The  guns  and  harness  are  in  good  order,  and  well  cared  for. 

A  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  barrack  and  stable  accommodation. 

The  men  have  no  I'cason  to  complain,  as  everything  is  being  done  for  their 
xjomfort  (except  in  the  matter  of  furniture),  and  special  pains  paid  to  their  messing. 

Now  that  we  have  got  such  fine  barracks,  I  think  it  about  time  that  proper 
barrack  furniture  be  supplied.  We  are  still  using  wooden  bed  boards,  trestles  and 
tables.  The  army  iron  cots  and  table  trestles  could  be  furnished  at  a  trifle  more  cost 
than  lumber,  and  be  better  in  every  way — certainly  cleaner,  more  healthy  and  neater 
looking.     It  is  impossible  to  have  a  barrack  I'oom  look  smart  with  wooden  furniture. 

I  may  add  that  I  was  lately  through  the  Indian  industrial  school  at  Battleford, 
and  it  struck  me  forcibly  to  see  nice  ii-on  cots  furnished  to  little  Indian  boys,  when 
our  men  have  to  sleep  on  rough  boards. 

A  telegraph  line  from  Calgary  to  Edmonton,  and  one  to  Fort  Macleod,  would  be 
most  advantageous  to  the  prevention  of  crime,  and  assist  us  very  much. 

I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  adequate  fire  protection  generally  throughout  the 
force.  There  is  now  a  large  amount  invested  in  buildings,  and  fire  appliances  should, 
be  of  the  best.  I  would  recommend  frost-proof  tanks  at  every  place,  sufficiently  high 
to  give  the  required  pressure,  these  to  be  filled  by  windmills. 

The  roads  and  bridges  in  southera  Alberta  require  looking  to  j  in  fact,  you  may 
say,  nothing  has  been  done  in  this  respect.  At  times  it  is  almost  impossible  to  cross 
the  tttreams,  owing  to  high  water  or  ice  running.  Still  it  is  necessary  to  get  over, 
and  at  great  risk  of  life  to  man  and  horse. 

The  liquor  law  is  not  working  at  all  satisfactorily,  and  is  no  doubt  being  evaded, 
and  would  be,  even  if  there  were  five  times  as  many  police  as  there  ai-e.  The  law  is 
unpopular.  This  accounts  for  the  gi'eat  difficulty  we  expenence  in  connection  with 
it.    Ix  is  almost  impossible,  under  tne  existing  state  of  the  law,  to  get  a  conviction. 
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Eanching  prospects  are  very  good.  Last  year  was  a  good  one  for  cattle  and 
hoi'ses. 

A  veiy  fine  class  of  thoroughbred  stallions  is  being  imported,  and  in  a  year  or  so 
there  will  be  magnificent  horses  in  this  country,  as  fine  as  any  in  the  world. 

I  think  a  system  of  increased  pay  should  be  adopted  for  the  officei-s,  there  ie 
no  doubt,  very  little  chance  of  pi*omotion. 

Besides  visiting  the  different  portions  of  the  territories,  as  ali*eady  stated,  I  in 
spected  "  D  "  Division,  in  Kootenay,  B.  C,  in  February,  and  also  brought  that  division 
out  in  July  through  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass,  the  fii*st  time  an  armed  force  has  crossed  the 
EocW  Mountains,  and  most  successfnly  performed. 

I  would  i*ecommend  th^  a  detachment  consisting  of  one  officer  and  twenty  non- 
commissioned officers  and  constables  be  sent  into  Kootenay  as  soon  as  ti-avelling  is 
possible  in  the  spring  and  remain  there  for  about  one  month  on  pati'ol.  This 
could  be  done  without  extra  expense,  using  our  own  pack  train  and  men  as  packers. 

I  think  the  presence  of  a  party  of  our  men  would  be  beneficial,  and  keep  up  onr 
touch  with  the  Kootenay  Indians,  who  are  so  far  very  friendly  disposed  towards  us, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  them  so. 

T  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  HEKCHMEE, 
Assistant  Commissioner  N.  W.  M.  P. 
The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  INSPECTING  SUPERINTENDENT  J.  COTTON,  1888. 

Noeth-Wbst  Mounted  Police, 

Regina,  lYth  December,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  1888. 

In  the  months  of  January  and  February  I  commanded  "  C  "  Division,  at  Battle- 
foiti.  During  this  time  there  were,  at  intervals,  reports  to  the  effect  that  the  Indians 
throughout  the  district  were  becoming  unsettled.  Kumors  of  different  kinds  were 
in  circulation — the  most  serious  being  that  runners  from  the  southern  Indians 
(the  Blackfeet)  had  come  north  with  a  view  of  using  every  endeavor  to  unsettle  the 
Ci'ees. 

Careful  enquiry  brought  to  light  no  evidence  such  as  to  justify  me  in  the  belief 
that  any  intercourse  (beyond  ordinary  stragglers  ti'avelUng  about  the  country) 
between  the  southern  and  northern  Indians  had  been  kept  up. 

On  the  whole,  my  experience  has  been  that  the  Indians  in  Battlefoi*d  district 
^^Te  peacefully  settled  on  their  reserves,  and  this,  I  trust,  in  a  permanent  manner.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  reminiscences  of  the  Rebellion  have  entirely  passed 
away.  Among  the  younger  spirits  the  nomadic  teeling  of  unrest  does,  at  times,  show 
itself.     This  feeling  is,  however,  becoming  less  apparent  as  years  go  by 

The  Indian  resei-ves  in  the  vicinity  of  Battleford  are  as  foUowft : — 

Moosomin's  Reserve 12  miles  N.W. 

Stoney  "      15  "  S. 

Sweet  Grass  "      18  ''  W. 

ThunderChild  "      18  '^  N.W. 

Red  Pheasant  "      26  '*  S. 

Poundmaker  "      30  "  N.W. 

Little  Pine's  "      35  '*  N.W. 

The  most  distant  reserve  being  the  one  at  Onion  Lake,  some  hundred  miles  north- 
west of  Battleford.  At  this  last  named  reserve  a  police  detachment  is  at  all  times 
maintained.  This  detachment  is  inspected  by  an  officer  of  the  Division  every  month, 
and,  through  the  medium  of  these  inspections,  I  have  at  all  times  had  good  reports 
of  thee  service  rendered  the  Indian  Department  by  our  detachment. 

The  other  resei-ves  were  visited  regularly  by  our  pati'ols,  such  patrols  always 
making  careful  enquiry  as  to  the  general  state  of  the  Indians  and  the  nature  of  their 
employment.  The  substance  of  the  infoimation  so  gleaned  was  submitted  to  you  in 
monthlv  and  weekly  reports.  I  virtually  gave  up  command  of  "C"  Division  in 
March  last,  and  have  since  that  time  been  employed,  almost  without  intermission, 
at  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  position  of  Inspecting  Superintendent.  As  I  com- 
manded "  C  "  Division  for  an  excecJiingly  brief  period  during  the  present  year,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  judicious  on  my  part  to  make  any  recommendations  in  this 
report  which  mi^ht  be  classed  as  those  of  a  strictly  divisional  nature.  Such  recom- 
mendations shomd,  I  think,  come  fi*om  the  officer  who  succeeded  me  in  command| 
more  particularly  as  this  om<)pr  has  remained  at  Battleford  ever  since.  I  mi^ht  here 
ask  leave  to  give  expression  to  the  keen  regret  I  experienced  in  parting  from  the 
division  which  I  commanded  for  many  years ;  the  efficiency  of  the  division  I  have — 
and  I  trust  with  good  reason — always  been  proud  of    I  have  at  all  times  had  the 
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hearty  support  of  the  officers,  non-commissioDed  officer  and  men,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  you  will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  the  services  which  this  division  has 
rendered,  in  the  north  as  in  the  south,  nave  reflected  nothing  but  credit  upon  the 
Mounted  Police  Force. 

RENEWALS  AND   REPAIRS   AT   BATTLEPORD. 

In  my  last  year's  annual  report  I  called  attention  to  some  repairs  and  renewals 
required  on  the  buildings  comprising  the  Battlefbrd  Post. 

As  the  building  appropriation  for  the  entire  foi*ce  was  not  a  large  one,  but  $5,000 
of  this  appropriation  could  be  set  aside  for  Battleford.  With  a  view  of  having  this 
amount  expended  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  be  of  practical  benefit,  I,  during  the 
summei",  submitted  for  your  approval  a  detailed  report,  which  was  finally  confirmed 
and  acted  upon  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
experience  has  shown  that  the  renewals  and  repairs  so  effected  were,  though  naturally 
somewhat  restricted,  of  a  very  judicious  character.     I  may,  I  think,  safely  take  for 

fj:anted  that  a  detailed  report  under  this  head  wiJl  be  supplied  by  Inspector  Howe, 
shall,  therefore,  content  myself  by  saying  that  the  division  stationed  at  Battleford 
is  now  comfortably  housed  and  that  the  stable  accommodation  is  good.  I  think 
special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Battleford  hospital.  This  building,  which 
meets  all  the  requirements  .demanded  of  it,  has  been  carefully  laid  out  and  is  well 
finished  in  every  respect.  I  trust  at  some  future  date  a  verandah  may  be  added. 
Such  an  addition  would  oft  times  prove  a  boon  to  convalescent  patients.  Dr.  Aylen 
has  always  shown  much  interest  in  his  hospital,  the  management  and  appearance  of 
which  reflects  great  credit  on  him 

The  Battleford  Post  is  supplied  with  a  powerful  hand-engine,  a  valuable  acqui- 
sition, as  tending  to  reduce  the  chances  of  loss  by  accidental  fire. 

In  the  months  of  May  and  June  the  Assistant  Commissioner  and  myself  com- 
prised a  Board  of  SuiTey  at  Calgaiy.  The  proceedings  of  the  board  contained  a  detailed 
report  on  stores  a,pd  other  articles  in  charge  of  the  Quartermaster's  department  at 
that  post.  In  the  month* of  June  I  also  inspected  the  detachment  at  Banff;  some 
few  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  detachment  were  made,  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions. 

In  June  I  inspected  "C"  Division  at  Battlefoiti.  During  my  inspection  I  ordei-ed 
the  assembly  of  a  quarterly  board  of  officers.  This  was  in  order  to  bnng  about  a 
careful  stock-taking  of  all  stores  and  Government  property  in  the  district,  in  order  that 
the  same  might  be  formally  handed  over  to  Inspector  Howe's  charge,  which  was  done. 
A  report  of  my  inspection  I  have  furnished  you  with. 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  here  give  any  recapitulation  of  this  report ;  I 
shall  merely  add  that  I  found  the  division  in  an  excellent  state  of  efficiency. 

POST  AT  LETHBRIDGE  AND  MACLEOD. 

Several  times  during  the  past  season  I  have  been  called  upon  to  make  inspections 
of  our  posts  at  Lethbridge  and  Macleod.  The  Lethbridge  Post  is,  comparatively 
speaking,  a  new  one.    I  wish  I  could  say  that  it  had  in  the  first  place  been  well  built. 

We  benefited  to  a  gi-eat  extent,  however,  by  some  very  material  improvements 
which  were  effected  under  the  supei'vision  of  the  Clerk  of  Public  Works. 

I  would  venture  to  remind  you  that  Lethbridge  has  become  a  place  of  very  con- 
siderable importance.  In  the  fli'st  place,  the  population  has  largely  inci*eased  within 
the  year ;  then,  again,  the  geogi'aphical  position  is  a  commanding  one.  Under  our 
present  patrol  svstem  the  division  stationed  at  Lethbridge  may  be  regarded  as  a 
connecting  link  between  the  districts  of  Maple  Greek  on  the  east  and  Fort  Macleod 
on  the  west.  This  in  itself  takes  in  a  very  important  section  of  country,  and  one  over 
which  a  constant  and  careful  police  sui*veillance  must  ever  be  maintaineid. 

If,  as  I  believe  is  in  contemplation,  a  line  of  raUvmy  is  constructed  from  Leth- 
bridge southward  into  Montana  our  police  duties  will  be  gi*eatly  increased.  In  «iy 
case  Lethbridge  must  always  be  tne  headquarters  of  a  division;  in  the  summer 
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months  permanent  outposts  (camps)  are  established  at  different  points.  When  these 
ontpost  detachments  are  absent  rrom  the  head-quarters  of  their  division  the  post  at 
Letnbridge  is  large  enough  to  meet  all  requirements,  but  during  the  winter  months, 
when  most  of  the  detachments  ai^e  called  in,  the  barj*ack  accommodation  is  decidedly 
limited.  More  store  I'oom  is  also  needed ;  I  would  recommend  that  the  attention  of 
the  Public  Woiks  Depai'tment  be  called  to  this.  From  my  experience  in  the  southern 
district,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  permanent  outposts  ^arrack  accommodation 
and  stables)  fi'om  Leth bridge  should  he  built.  This  will  effect  a  very  considerable 
saving  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  horse  flesh  ;  it  will  also  fm'ther  the  efficiency  of  the 
detachments  as  well  as  the  comfort  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  com- 
prising them.  In  this  respect  one  step  in  the  right  direction  has  been  taken ;  a  good 
and  substantial  outpost  has  been  built  on  the  Milk  Hiver  ridge.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  experience  gained  from  the  erection  of  such  outposts  will,  during  the  coming 
winter,  bear  out  and  strengthen  the  recommendation  I  have  just  made. 

WATER  SUPPLYi 

The  question  of  a  suitable  water  supply  at  Lethbridge  is  an  important  one.  I 
fear  the  formation  of  the  soil,  together  with  the  extremely  high  altitude  of  the  post 
above  the  river  bed,  will  render  well-digging  almost  impossible. 

The  North-West  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  pump  by  steam  from  the  river 
below  all  water  required  for  railway  and  other  purposes.  This  water  they  bring  up 
to  the  level  of  our  post.  I  believe  with  a  mo^rate  outlay,  doubtless  embracing  a 
rental  to  the  North-West  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  that  inexpensive  water- 
pipes  could  be  laid  down  and  the  company  s  system  of  water  supply  extended  to  the 
barracks.    At  present  there  is,  pi'actically  speaking,  no  protection  against  fire. 

FORT  MAOLBOD. 

Fort  Macleod,  which  is  now  the  headquai'ters  of  two  divisions,  "D"  and  "H," 
should,  if  this  state  of  affairs  is  to  be  continued,  also  receive  additional  barrack 
accommodation.  At  this  post  the  stable  accommodation  has  been  added  to ;  the  new 
stable  now  in  course  of  construction  is  being  built  of  excellent  lumber;  the  work- 
manship, as  far  as  one  can  judge  at  present,  is  also  good. 

Fort  Macleod,  like  Lethbndge  (though  not  to  as  gi^eat  an  extent),  is  also  lacking 
in  water  supply.  This  want,  however,  can  be  overcome,  at  little  cost.  A 
good  supply  of  water  is  obtainable  from  what  T  believe  to  be  an  inexhaustible 
spring  lying  some  200  yards  west  of  the  post.  Water  from  this  spring 
could,  with  a  wind-mill  T water-pipes,  of  course,  being  laid  down)  be  pumped  to  a 
itmk  or  reservoir  placed  m  the  centre  of  the  barrack  squai*e.  By  placing  this  tank 
at  a  height  of  some  75  feet,  above  the  level  of  the  ground  good  pressure  would  be 
obtainable  in  case  of  fire.  From  this  source  all  buiWings  could,  by  pipes,  be  easily 
supplied  with  water.  Macleod  Post  is  fortunate  in  having  a  good  chain  of  permanent 
outposts. 

TSLIPHONIO   OOMMUNIOATION. 

I  trust  these  outposts  may,  at  an  early  date,  be  put  in  telephonic  communication 
with  the  barracks.  I  would  also  recommend  that  the  post  at  Medicine  Hat  be  placed 
in  telephonic  communication  with  the  town.  This  post  is  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  the  South  Saskatchewan  River,  while  the  town  is  on  the  east  side.  Bv  using  the 
C.  P.  R.  telegraph  poles  (which  I  am  sure  there  would  be  no  objection  to)  telephone 
instruments  could  be  connected  with  small  outlay.  Telephones  are  also  required  to 
connect  the  town  of  Maple  Creek  with  the  police  barracks  at  that  place.  The  dis- 
tance from  point  to  point  would  be  about  three  miles.  In  the  case  of  Battleford,  I 
might  mention  that  tne  Government  Telegraph  Service  has  already  established  tele- 
phonic communication  between  the  police  barracks  and  the  town. 
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INSPECTION  OP  "B  "  DIVISION. 


In  accoixlanco  with  your  instructions,  I  inspected  *f  B  "  Division,  under  command 
of  Superintendent  E.  W.  Jai-vis.  My  inspection  took  place  when  the  headquarters 
were  at  Wood  Mountain.  As  this  is  the  only  inspection  of  "  B  "  Division  which  has 
taken  place  during  the  summer  season,  and  as  1  am  aware  that  you  were  unable  to 
visit  the  post  yourself,  I  shall  here  submit  a  somewhat  detailed  report. 

BUILDINOS. 

With  regard  to  the  buildings  comprising  the  post  at  Wood  Mountain,  attached 
herewith  will  be  found  a  general  plan  (not  printed;,  with  explanatory  notes  shown 
thereon.  On  this  plan  is  shown  inredj  a  proposed  barrack  room  and  proposed  additional 
stable,  both  of  which  are,  I  think,  necessary,  and  could  be  erected  at  small  cost. 

Building  No.  1  was  built  on  contract  let  to  Mr  McCrea;  cost,  $1,100,  'the  only 
extras  being  the  storm  windows  supplied.  I  am  informed,  by  your  orders.  This 
building  is  an  excellent  one ;  it  is  used  for  officer's  quarters  and  offices,  the  size  being 
50  ft.  by  18  ft.,  one  storey,  8  ft.  high,  with  kitchen  14  ft.  by  10  ft.  The  kitchen  was 
not  on  contract;  it  was  built  by  the  division  cai*penter.  To  save  wear  and  tear,  Ithink 
this  kitchen  should  be  painted  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  would  recommend 
that  authority  be  given  Supenntendent  Jarvis  to  do  so. 

The  whole  building  is  fj*ame,  sided  outside,  and  tar-paper  sealed  inside ;  roof, 
tar-paper  and  shingles ;  it  has  two  galvanized  iron  chimneys.  It  also  has  a  good 
cellar  6,  ft.  by  8  ft.  I  attach  herewith  separate  ground  plan  of  this  building,  scale 
i  inch  to  a  foot. 

Buildings  Nos  2  and  3  on  general  plan  were  built  by  contract  let  to  Mr. 
McDonald.  They  are  both  under  the  same  roof,  log  buildings,  well  mudded ;  roof, 
mud  and  hay  ;  both  buildings  floored. 

No.  2  is  31  ft.  by  18  ft.    No.  3,  18  ft  by  18  ft. 

No.  2  was  orginally  built  for  Quai'termaster's  store,  but  I  found  it  being  used  as 
troop  mess  and  saddle-room. 

No.  3  was  originally  built  as  hospital  and  drug  store,  now  being  used  as  Sergeants 
mess. 

Building  No.  4  on  general  plan  is  of  same  construction  as  Nos.  2  and  3.  Its  else 
is  20  ft.  by  18  ft.  It  was  intended  originally  for  a  blacksmith's  shop,  but  was  used 
during  the  past  season  as  a  cook-house.  Each  building  has  a  galvanized  iron  chimney. 
The  cost  of  the  three  buildings  $860 — ^a  i*easonable  price. 

Building  No.  5  is  a  stable,  50  ft.  by  16  ft.,  8  ft.  high ;  was  built  by  conti-act  let  to  Mr. 
Groudry ;  cost  $400.  It  is  built  of  logs ;  is  well  mudded ;  pole  roof,  covered  with  hay 
and  earth ;  stalls  for  eight  hoi*ses.  ft  has  a  small  partition  in  one  end,  making  a 
room  8  ft.  by  16  ft.,  which  is  now  being  used  as  ti*oop  store,  but  is  much  too  small 
for  the  purpose. 

Building  Nos.  8,  9  and  10  (see  general  plan)  collectively  comprise  lar^e  bank 
stable,  of  which  I  attach  herewith  separate  plan.  This  bank  stable  was  Duilt  by 
contract  lot  to  Mi\  McDonald.  It  is  200  ft.  by  16  ft,  10  ft.  high  at  back,  8  ft^  high  in 
front ;  excavation  at  back ;  back  and  ends  lined  with  logs  outside  of  posts ;  front  filled 
in  with  logs  between  posts;  roof,  poles,  hay  and  earth.  It  has  six  double  doors  and 
eighteen  windows.     On  top  of  stable  three  ffood  titip-doors  are  let  in. 

Hay  Corral  No.  11  (on  general  plan)  adjoins  the  stable.  Inside  of  the  stable  is  a 
good  well,  4  ft.  square,  14  ft.  deep,  well  cribbed ;  the  supply  of  water  is  4  ft. 

Building  No.  7  (on  general  plan)  is  a  latrine  5  ft.  by  4  ft. ;  was  built  by  diviBion 
carpenter ;  lumber  supplied  by  Quartermaster. 

With  regaixi  to  my  recommendation  as  to  new  buildings  required : — 

1st.  With  regard  to  No.  6  (see  general  plan).    This  is  a  proposed  barrack  room 
94  ft.  by  20  ft.,  to  be  divided  into  three,  that  is  two  partitions.     Building  could  be  of 
•    logs,  built  in  same  manner  as  buildings  2,  3  and  4,  ab*eady  described.    The  coat  I 
estimate  would  be  about  $1,200.     The  men  could  mess  in  these  barrack  rooms. 
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2nd.  A  cook-house  (not  shown  on  sketch)  20  ft.  by  12  ft. ;  is  requii'ed ;  this 
building  to  be  of  the  same  construction  as  proposed  barrack  room  and  to  be  con- 
nected therewith  by  passage. 

Si'd.  An  additional  new  stable  is  also  requiied  (see  No.  12  on  general  plan).  The 
proposed  stable  should  be  60  ft.  by  16  ft.,  to  be  of  same  constniction  as  bank  stables. 

4th.  A  good  well  in  barrack  square  is  ui-gently  required.  It  is  reasonable  to 
presume  that  a  good  supply  of  water  could  be  ootained  at  a  depth  of  24  ft.  I  might 
here  note  that  the  present  supply  of  drinking  water  has  to  be  ootained  from  a  spring 
situated  nome  500  yai'ds  south-east  of  post,  while  water  for  washing  pui'poses  is 
obtained  from  a  creek  some  300  yai'ds  north-west. 

I  might  mention  that  the  present  pjst  is  situated  some  250  yai'ds  east  of  the  old 
site.  It  IS  on  good  high  gi'ound  and  well  located.  As  to  the  old  post,  the  only  build- 
ings remaining  are  officers'  quai-ters,  blacksmith's  shop  and  Quarter-master's  store. 
All  these  buildings  are  now  in  the  last  st^e  of  decay  and  only  fit  for  firewood. 

Out  of  the  stable  appropriation  for  Wood  Mountain  district  $210  was  paid  for 
Long  Bank  stable,  also  $40  for  purchase  of  I'anche  building  from  the  Home  Land 
and  Cattle  Company.  This  building  is  situated  seven  miles  west  of  present  post. 
The  expenditures  of  stable  appropriation  above  alluded  to  leave  a  balance  of  1250 
for  the  purpose  of  building  five  patrol  stables  at  different  points,  suggested  as  follows 
say,  one  at  McDonald's  Creek,  32  miles  west  of  post ;  one  at  White  Mud  Eiver,  65 
miles  west  of  post ;  one  about  40  miles  east  of  Willow  Bunch,  on  patrol  line  through 
Dirt  Hills ;  one  near  Buffalo  Coulee,  on  same  patrol  line  further  east,  say  120  miles 
oast  of  Wood  Mountain  post;  one  about  40  miles  west  of  Wood  End,  which  is 
Inspector  McGibbon's  headquarters.  Superintendent.  Jarvis  assures  me  that  these 
patrol  stables  could  be  built  fur  $50  each. 

HAY. 

I  find  Superintendent.  Jarvis  had  authority  to  purchase  on  contract  75  tons  of.  hay 
for  use  at  Wood  Mountain,  and  25  tons  for  Willow  Bunch.  The  contracts  at  Wood  Moun- 
tain were  let  to  S.  Briggs,  P.  Bonneau,  jr.,  and  A.  Goudry,  each  man  getting  25  tons 
at  $10.50  per  ton.  At  Willow  Bunch  N*  Lacerte  got  contract  for  40  tons  at  $9.40  per 
ton. 

I  believe  the  best  hay  procurable  has  been  obtained  at  both  places.  The  horses 
eat  the  hay  freely,  and  like  it.  I  ordered  more  poles  to  be  put  on  the  stack  at  Wood 
Mountain,  and  gave  insti*uctions  as  to  the  constniction  of  the  stack  at  Willow  Bunch, 
which  work  was  being  proceeded  with  as  I  passed  that  place. 

On  the  1st  November  the  total  quantity  of  hay  on  hand  at  both  places  was  about 
80  tons. 

BATIONINO  OF  OFFICERS,  NON-OOMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  AND  MEN. 

During  the  past  season  the  rationing^  of  the  officei^s,  non-commissioned  officei*s 
and  men  at  Wood  Mountain  and  Willow  Bunch  was  done  by  contract,  the  contract 
being  let  to  Mr.  Farrill. 

While  at  Wood  Mountain  I  visited  the  division  at  meal  hours  and  carefully 
inspected  the  rations  supplied.  There  was  abundance  of  everything,  and  all  of  good 
quality.  No  man  had  tne  slightest  complaint  to  make,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
during  the  term  mentioned  the  division  was  well  fed.  I  believe  this  plan  of  rationing 
the  men  on  outpost  duty  is  a  good  one,  and  I  believe  it  also  to  be  economical.  In 
saying  this  I,  of  course,  make  allowance  for  cost  of  transport,  were  rations  supplied 
in  the  ordinary  way.  Then,  again,  feeding  a  division  by  contract  lai-gely  reduces  the 
ftumber  of  employed  men,  and  oy  so  doing  increases  its>efficiency,  every  non-commis- 
missioned  ofllcer  and  man  being  available  for  prairie  work. 

WILLOW  BUNCH  DETACHMENT  FOR  WINTER. 

The  detachment  at  Willow  Bunch  dunng  the  coming  winter  are  boai'ded  by  Mr. 
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INSPECTION  OF  "B  "  DIVISION. 


In  accoixlance  with  your  instructions,  I  inspected  *i  B  "  Division,  under  command 
of  Superintendent  E.  W.  Jai'vis.  My  inspection  took  place  when  the  headqnai'ters 
were  at  Wood  Mountain.  As  this  is  the  only  inspection  of  "  B  "  Division  which  has 
taken  place  during  the  summer  season,  and  as  1  am  aware  that  you  wei-e  unahle  to 
visit  the  post  yourself,  I  shall  here  submit  a  somewhat  detailed  report. 


BUILDINOS. 


With  regard  to  the  buildings  comprising  the  post  at  Wood  Mountain,  attached 
herewith  will  be  found  a  general  plan  (not  printedj,  with  explanatory  notes  shown 
thei^eon.  On  this  plan  is  shown  inred,  a  proposed  barrack  i*oom  and  proposed  additional 
stable,  both  of  which  are,  I  think,  necessary,  and  could  be  erected  at  small  cost. 

Building  No.  1  was  built  on  contract  let  to  Mr  McCrea;  cost,  $1,100,  'the  only 
extras  being  the  storm  windows  supplied.  I  am  informed,  by  your  orders.  This 
building  is  an  excellent  one;  it  is  used  for  officer's  quarters  and  offices,  the  size  being 
50  ft.  by  18  ft.,  one  storey,  8  ft.  high,  with  kitchen  14  ft.  by  10  ft.  The  kitchen  was 
not  on  contract;  it  was  built  by  the  division  carpenter.  To  save  wear  and  tear,  Ithink 
this  kitchen  should  be  painted  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  would  recommend 
thatauthonty  be  given  Superintendent  Jai*vis  to  do  so. 

The  whole  building  is  frame,  sided  outside,  and  tar-paper  sealed  inside ;  roo^ 
tar-paper  and  shingles ;  it  has  two  galvanized  iron  chimneys.  It  also  has  a  good 
cellar  6,  ft.  by  8  ft.  I  attach  hei^ewith  separate  gi-ound  plan  of  this  building,  scale 
i  inch  to  a  foot. 

Buildings  Nos  2  and  3  on  general  plan  were  built  by  contract  let  to  Mr. 
McDonald.  They  are  both  under  the  same  roof,  log  buildings,  well  mudded ;  roof, 
mud  and  hay  ;  both  buildings  floored. 

No.  2  is  31  ft.  by  18  ft.    No.  3,  18  ft  by  18  ft. 

No.  2  was  orginally  built  for  Quartermaster's  store,  but  I  found  it  being  used  aa 
troop  mess  and  saddle-room. 

No.  3  was  originally  built  as  hospital  and  drug  store,  now  being  used  as  Sergeants 
mess. 

Building  No.  4  on  general  plan  is  of  same  construction  as  Nos.  2  and  3.  Its  size 
is  20  ft.  by  18  It.  It  was  intended  originally  for  a  blacksmith's  shop,  but  was  used 
during  the  past  season  as  a  cook-house.  Each  building  has  a  galvanized  iron  chimney. 
The  cost  of  the  three  buildings  $860 — ^a  reasonable  price. 

Building  No.  5  is  a  stable,  50  ft.  by  16  ft.,  8  ft.  high ;  was  built  by  conti*act  let  to  Mr. 
Goudry ;  cost  $400.  It  is  built  of  logs ;  is  well  mudded ;  pole  roof,  covered  with  hay 
and  earth ;  stalls  for  eight  horses,  ft  has  a  small  partition  in  one  end,  making  a 
room  8  ft.  by  16  ft.,  which  is  now  being  used  as  ti*oop  store,  but  is  much  too  small 
for  the  purpose. 

Bunding  Nos.  8,  9  and  10  (see  general  plan)  collectively  comprise  lar^e  bank 
stable,  of  which  I  attach  herewith  separate  plan.  This  bank  staole  was  built  by 
contract  let  to  Mi\  McDonald.  It  is  200  ft.  by  16  ft.,  10  ft.  high  at  back,  8  ft.  high  in 
front ;  excavation  at  back ;  back  and  ends  lined  with  logs  outside  of  posts ;  front  filled 
in  with  logs  between  posts ;  roof,  poles,  hay  and  earth.  It  has  six  double  doors  and 
eii2:hteen  windows.    On  top  of  stable  three  good  ti'ap-dooi's  are  let  in. 

Hay  Corral  No.  11  (on  general  plan)  adjoins  the  stable.  Inside  of  the  stable  is  a 
good  well,  4  ft.  square,  14  ft.  deep,  well  cribbed ;  the  supply  of  water  is  4  ft. 

Building  No.  7  (on  general  plan)  is  a  latrine  5  ft.  by  4  ft. ;  was  built  by  division 
carpenter ;  lumber  supplied  by  Quartennaster. 

With  regaixi  to  my  recommendation  as  to  new  buildings  required : — 

1st.  With  i*egard  to  No.  6  (see  general  plan).  This  is  a  proposed  barrack  i-oom 
94  ft.  by  20  ft.,  to  be  divided  into  three,  that  is  two  partitions.  Building  could  be  of 
logs,  built  in  same  manner  as  buildings  2,  3  and  4,  already  described.  The  cost  I 
estimate  would  be  about  $1,200.     The  men  could  mess  in  these  barrack  rooms. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


31 


2Dd.  A  cook-house  (not  shown  on  sketch)  20  ft.  by  12  ft. ;  is  i*eqaired ;  this 
building  to  be  of  the  same  constrnction  as  proposed  barrack  room  and  to  be  con- 
nected therewith  by  passage. 

3rd.  An  additional  new  stable  is  also  required  (see  No.  12  on  general  plan).  The 
proposed  stable  should  be  60  ft.  by  16  ft.,  to  be  of  same  construction  as  bank  stables. 

4th.  A  good  well  in  baiTack  square  is  ui'gently  required.  It  is  reasonable  to 
presume  that  a  good  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained  at  a  depth  of  24  ft.  I  might 
here  note  th*at  the  present  supply  of  drinking  water  has  to  be  ootained  from  a  spring 
situated  nome  500  yai'ds  south-east  of  post,  while  water  for  washing  pui'poses  is 
obtained  from  a  creek  some  300  yskvds  north-west. 

I  might  mention  that  the  present  pjst  is  situated  some  250  vai-ds  east  of  the  old 
site.  It  IS  on  good  high  ground  and  well  located.  As  to  the  old  post,  the  only  build- 
ings remaining  are  oflScers*  quai-ters,  blacksmith's  shop  and  Quarter-master's  store. 
All  these  buildings  are  now  in  the  last  st^e  of  decay  and  only  fit  for  firewood. 

Out  of  the  stable  appropriation  for  Wood  Mountain  district  $210  was  paid  for 
Long  Bank  stable,  also  $40  for  purchase  of  ranche  building  from  the  Home  Land 
and  Cattle  Company.  This  building  is  situated  seven  miles  west  of  present  post. 
The  expenditures  of  stable  appropriation  above  alluded  to  leave  a  balance  of  $250 
for  the  purpose  of  building  five  patrol  stables  at  different  points,  suggested  as  follows 
say,  one  at  McDonald's  Creek,  32  miles  west  of  post ;  one  at  White  Mud  River,  65 
miles  west  of  post;  one  about  40  miles  east  of  Willow  Bunch,  on  patiol  line  through 
Dirt  Hills ;  one  near  Buffalo  Coulee,  on  same  patrol  line  further  east,  say  120  miles 
east  of  Wood  Mountain  post;  one  about  40  miles  west  of  Wood  End,  which  is 
Inspector  McGibbon's  headquarters.  Supenntendent.  Jarvis  assures  me  that  these 
patrol  stables  could  be  built  for  $50  each. 

HAY. 

I  find  Superintendent.  Jarvis  had  authority  to  purchase  on  contract  75  tons  of  hay 
for  use  at  Wood  Mountain,  and  25  tons  for  Willow  Bunch.  The  contracts  at  Wood  Moun- 
tain were  let  to  S.  Briggs,  P.  Bonneau,  jr.,  and  A.  Goudry,  each  man  getting  25  tons 
at  $10.50  per  ton.  At  Willow  Bunch  K  Lacei-te  got  contract  for  40  tons  at  $9.40  per 
ton. 

I  believe  the  best  hay  procurable  has  been  obtained  at  both  places.  The  horses 
eat  the  hay  freely,  and  like  it.  I  ordered  more  poles  to  be  put  on  the  stack  at  Wood 
Mountain,  and  gave  instructions  as  to  the  construction  of  the  stack  at  Willow  Bunch, 
which  work  was  being  proceeded  with  as  I  passed  that  place. 

On  the  Ist  November  the  total  quantity  of  hay  on  hand  at  both  places  was  about 
80  tons. 

BATIONINO  OF  OFFIOEBS,  NON-OOMBOSSIONBD  OFFIOBRS  AND  MBN. 

During  the  past  season  the  rationing  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officei*s 
and  men  at  Wood  Mountain  and  Willow  Bunch  was  done  by  contract,  the  contract 
being  let  to  Mr.  Farnll. 

While  at  Wood  Mountain  I  visited  the  division  at  meal  hours  and  carefully 
inspected  the  rations  supplied.  There  was  abundance  of  everything,  and  all  of  good 
qaality.  No  man  had  the  slightest  complaint  to  make,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
daring  the  term  mentioned  the  division  was  well  fed.  I  believe  this  plan  of  rationing 
the  men  on  outpost  duty  is  a  good  one,  and  I  believe  it  also  to  be  economical.  In 
saying  this  I,  of  course,  make  allowance  for  cost  of  transport,  were  rations  supplied 
in  the  ordinaiy  way.  Then,  again,  feeding  a  division  by  contract  largely  reduces  the 
ftumber  of  employed  men,  and  oy  so  doing  increases  its>efficiency,  every  non-commis- 
missioned  officer  and  man  being  available  for  prairie  work. 

WILLOW  BUNCH  DBTAOHMSNT  FOB  WINTER. 

The  detachment  at  Willow  Bunch  during  the  coming  winter  are  boai-ded  by  Mr. 
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J.  Legar^,  at  a  cost  of  $1  per  day  for  each  man  and  horse.  Le^ar^  supplies  everything 
for  the  men  and  stahling  for  the  horses.    Police  supply  hay  ahd  oate. 


KIT  INSPECTION. 


While  at  Wood  Mountain  1  held  kit  inspection,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the 
result..  With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  trifling  complaints,  which  Superintendent 
Jarvis  will  bring  to  your  notice,  the  men's  kits  were  in  excellent  condition. 

MUSTER  OF  HORSES. 

I  mustered  and  inspected  the  horses  of  the  division  and  found  them  in  good 
order. 

PATROLLING  AND  GENERAL  DUTY. 

I  would  call  your  att-ention  to  Superintendent  Jai'vis'  patrol  map.  I  believe  his 
district  to  have  been  thoroughly  well  patrolled ;  furthermore  that  the  duty 
devolving  upon  Superintendent  J  ai'vis  ahd  his  command  has  in  my  opinion  been  per- 
formed in  a  manner  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Foi'ce. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men,  and  am  satisfied  the  division  is  in  a  very  efficient  state. 

I  trust  next  season  that  some  suitable  allowance  may  be  made  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  officers*  mess. 

ARTILLERY  BRANCH. 

With  regard  to  the  ai'tillery  branch,  our  armament  consist  of  9-pounder  and 
T-pounder  mountain  guns,  I  last  year  pointed  out  that  the  9-pounder  M.  L.  R  guns, 
though  a  suitable  arm  for  oi'dinary  field  batteries  ai'e  certainly  not  what  we  requii-e. 
In  the  first  place,  any  division  to  which  9-pounder  guns  were  attached  would  require 
to  be  largely  augmented  in  horses.  One  of  these  guns  in  travelling  any  distance 
requires  six  horses  and  harness.  We  are  without  ammunition  waggons,  which  on 
active  service  would  have  to  be  supplied.  For  this  purpose  I  have  no  doubt  we 
could  improvise  some  of  our  heavy  waggons.  For  each  waggon  a  four-hoi*8e  team 
would  be  necessary.     The  9-pounder  guns  weigh  8  cwt.    (English  standard). 

They  could  not  be  moved  as  rapidly  as  would  be  requii*ed  were  an  attempt  made 
to  have  them  act  in  unison  with  a  purely  cavalry  force.  The  Soyal  Horee  Artillery 
gun  of  the  same  calibre  is  lighter  than  those  we  have.  Even  the  Royal  Horse 
Artillery  gun  is  heavier  than  we  require.  We  would  never  need  so  formidable  an 
arm  in  Indian  warfare.  With  a  much  lighter  gun  our  artillery  branch  would  attain 
all  the  efficiency  and  power  desirable.  I  would  recommend  that  a  Nordenfeldt 
Machine  Gun,  with  galloping  carriage,  be  attached  to  each  division.  Of  course,  what 
I  have  said  of  the  9-pounder  M.  L.  R.  guns  applies  to  the  difficulties  arising  in  their 
transport.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  some  cases  they  might  be  found  useful  about 
our  posts. 

^ow,  with  regard  to  the  7  pounder  mountain  guns,  it  must  be  conceded  that,  as 
mountain  guns  we  will  never  require  to  use  them.  In  all  we  have  six  T-pounder 
guns ;  two  of  them  are  of  the  latest  pattern  (steel)  and  are  furnished  with  wrought 
iron  carriage  and  limbers  of  the  field-gun  pattern,  with  side-arms  complete.  These 
two  guns  are  thus  thoroughly  serviceable.  The  remaining  four  T-pounder  mns 
(bronze)  ai*e  of  much  older  pattern,  and  came  to  this  countiy  originally  on  the  Ked 
River  expedition.  The  carnages  and  limbers  appertaining  to  these  bronze  guns  are 
all  absolutely  unsei'viceable ;  these  carriages  and  limbers  were  manufacturea  in  tliifl 
country  some  years  ago  from  the  liqiited  material  then  at  hand.  Unless  they  are 
to  be  entirely  set  aside,  it  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  new  carriages  and  limbers ;  no 
part  of  the  old  ones  are  of  the  slightest  use.  If  it  is  considered  advisable  to  expend 
any  money  in  mounting  these  guns  on  suitable  carriages,  one  of  the  two  following 
plans  must  be  adopted : — 
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First.  The  purchase  of  wi'ought  iron  caiTia^es  and  limbers,  vith  side-arms 
complete,  fi*om  the  Imperial  anthorities  in  Bngiand,  or 

Secondly.  The  mannfacture  in  this  country  of  suitable  wooden  carriages  and 
limbers. 

Taking  into  considei^ation  the  fact  that  the  purchase  of  wrought  iron  carriages 
and  limbers  would  entail  an  expense  of  something  like  $2,000, 1  believe  the  second 
plan  proposed  would,  on  the  wnole,  be  the  better. 

If  neither  of  those  suggestions  are  acted  on,  I  would  recommand  that  the  T- 
pounder  bronze  guns  be  sent  to  head  quarters  and  turned  into  store. 

CLOTHING   AND   KIT. 

I  have  again  to  bear  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the  different  articles  of  kit 
supplied  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men.  After  the  discarding  of  the  blue 
cavalry  cloak,  previously  supplied  from  England,  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
replacing  it  by  a  serviceable  grey  one.  This  difficulty  has  now,  I  hope,  been  over- 
come. Our  present  sealed  pattern  grey  cloak  represents,  I  believe,  a  serviceable 
article.  I  make  the  following  quotation  from  my  annual  report  of  last  year.  It  still 
applies  with  equal  force :  For  years  I  have  been  in  favour  of  discarding  helmets  and 
forage  caps.  To  my  mind  both  furnish  wretched  head-dress.  I  think  the  forage 
capt*  may  be  replaced  by  large  soft  felt  hats.  Such  a  hat  is  in  general  use  by  the 
United  States  troops  serving  in  the  west. 

Our  underclothing  is  excellent,  though  the  socks  are  decidedly  longer  than  they 
need  be,  particularly  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  they  are  worn  with  riding- 
breeches. 

It  appears  to  me  the  day  has  arrived  when  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  red  coat 
for  praine  work  should  be  discarded.  I  am  in  sympathy  wiih  the  recommendations 
maae  last  year  by  Superintendent  Jarvis,  and  I  hope  a  prairie  suit  may  yet  be  issued 
to  us.  Such  suit  should  be  of  a  neutral  color,  made  of  material  which  is  commonly 
known  as  "  velveteen  cord,"  and  consisting  of  riding-breeches  and  loose  coat  with 
pockets — ^the  old-fashioned  Norfolk  jacket  is,  I  think,  the  most  suitable  pattern.  The 
cost  of  i such  a  suit  as  I  have  roughly  described  could,  as  I  notice  Superintendent 
Jarvis  recommends,  easily  be  defrayed  by  dispensing  with  some  of  the  articles  of  kit 
now  issued. 

BBDS  FOB  BABRACK  BOOMS, 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  supply  of  iron  beds,  latest  Imperial 
folding  pattern,  are  required  for  all  barrack  rooms.  The  ordinary  boards  and  trestles 
^imisn  the  men  with  a  wretched  substitute  for  a  bed,  and,  at  best,  present  a  sorry 
appearance  in  the  barrack  room. 

WINCHESTER  OABBINES. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Winchester  carbines  with  which  the  force  is  armed 
are  not  well  suited  to  our  wants. 

RIFLE  SHOOTING  THBOUGHOUT  THE  FOBOE. 

Rifle  shooting  throughout  the  force  has  become  a  favorite  pastime.  In  many 
of  the  Divisions  capital  rifle  associations  have  been  formed.  It  is,  I  think,  impossible 
to  over-estimate  the  good  results  arising  therefrom.  Unless  some  interest  is 
taken  in  rMe  shooting  but  little  good  arises  from  the  annual  practice.  I  would 
recommend  that  the  purchase -of  ammunition  on  re-payment  be  reduced  ;  such  a 
step  would  encourage  rifle  practice,  and  is  well  calculated  to  make  the  younger 
members  of  the  Force  expert  in  the  use  of  the  rifle. 
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LIQUOB  LAWS. 

The  present  pi-ohibitoiy  clauses  in  the  NoKh-West  Territories  Act  have, 
dnring  the  past  year,  been  largely  discussed  throughout  the  Territories.  Such  dis- 
cussions have  taken  place  in  the  public  press  and  at  many  public  meetings.  As  the 
subject  has,  during  the  recent  session  orthe  Legislative  Assembly,  been  discussed  in 
detail  by  the  representatives  of  the  different  electoral  divisions,  it  is,  I  think,  sirfe  to 
presume  that  the  Government  has  thus  been  placed  in  possession  of  the  different 
views  entertained  throughout  the  territorial  electoral  divisions. 

The  large  number  of  appeal  cases — that  is,  appeals  made  from  magistrates  to 
Supreme  Court — has,  I  think,  brought  out  ftiany  points  worthy  of  consideration,  with 
a  view  of  biinging  about  some  desirable  amendments  in  the  Act. 

Take  this  point  for  instance  :  One  of  the  learned  judges  before  whom  appeals 
were  heard  holds  that  any  one  bringing  in  liquor  under  ^e  Lieutenant-Governor's 
peimit  may  transfer  such  liquor  to  other  residents  of  the  Territories  who  are  not 
themselves  in  possession  of  permits ;  and  fm*ther,  that  people  so  receiving  liquor  are 
not  liable  to  punishment  by  fine  or  imprisonment. 

My  last  desire  is  to  criticise  in  the  slightest  degree  the  legality  of  such  judg- 
ment. I  may,  however,  add  that  if  this  is  the  correct  reading  of  the  Act  it  will  here- 
after certainly  handicap  the  police  in  their  efforts  to  suppress  illegal  liquor  traffic. 

AMENDMENT   TO   NORTH-WEST   TERRITORIES   ACT. 

During  the  past  year  the  North-West  Territories  Act  has  been  so  amended  as  to 
allow  of  the  seizure  and  confiscation  of  any  waggons  or  vehicles  in  which  liquor  is 
captui'ed.  In  the  southern  poHion  of  the  Territories  this  amendment  has  been  found 
to  clash  somewhat  with  the  conditions  of  the  Customs  Act.  I  trust  the  conditions  of 
the  North- West  Territories  and  Customs  Acts  may  hereafter  be  clearly  defined,  this 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  define  clearly  under  which  Act  each  seizure,  as  it  is  made, 
should  be  dealt  with. 

POLICE  ACT. 

The  clause  in  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  Act  under  which  deserters  are 
tried  and  punished  requires  amendment.  If  such  an  amendment  is  made  I  trust  it 
will  admit  of  deserters  arrested  in  any  portion  of  the  Dominion  being  brought  back 
to  the  Territories  for  trial,  if  such  action  is  considered  advisable  by  the  Commissioner. 

CROPS. 

In  every  portion  of  the  Territories  through  which  I  have  travelled  I  have  heard 
good  reports  of  this  season's  crops.  Never  in  the  history  of  the  Territories  has  so 
much  grain  been  produced ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  this  has  given  a 
new  and  increasea  impetus  to  the  farming  industry. 

RANCHING. 

In  the  southern  poi-tion  of  the  Territories,  where  the  ranching  industry  is 
extensively  carried  on,  this  year's  reports  are  most  favorable,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
when  the  spring  "  round-up  "  takes  place,  the  results  arising  therefrom  will  be  of 
such  a  character  that  favorable  comment  will  be  made  on  the  capabilities  of  the 
Territories  as  a  ranching  country.  I  might  also  note  that  this  year  a  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  grain  has  been  grown  in  southern  Alberta.  I  mention  this,  as 
in  some  quarters  an  idea  appears  to  prevail  that  this  portion  of  the  Territories  is  not 
capable  of  producing  gi'ain. 
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During  your  absence  on  duty  from  headquarters  I,  as  a  general  rule,  remained 
in  command.  I  have  always  received  every  assistance  and  support  from  the  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  for  which  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  aiwi 
sense  of  appreciation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COTTON, 

Inspecting  SupermtendmU 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Begina. 
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APPENDIX   C. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  SUPEEINTENDENT  J.  H.  MoILLEEE,  "E"  DIVISION, 
NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE,  1888. 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Calqabt,  14th  December,  1888. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  forw^ard  for  your  consideration  my  annual  report  for  the  twelve 
months  ended  30th  November,  1888. 

GENERAL   STATE   OF  DISTRICT 

I  consider  to  be  good.  The  past  season  has  been  a  favorable  one  for  agiicultural 
pui^suits,  as  well  as  fbr  ranching  interests.  This  section  has  been  free  from  any 
causes  calculated  to  retard  the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants. 

There  has  not  been  any  large  amount  of  immigi'ation  during  the  past  season ; 
still  there  has  been  a  reasonable  amount,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  of  a  desirable 
class  of  settles.  The  town  of  Calgarv  continues  to  steadily  grow,  and  during  the 
past  season  some  fine  buildings  have  been  erected  and  others  are  now  in  course  of 
construction. 

Anthracite,  which  giew  very  rapidly,  and  promised  to  be  a  large  place,  suddenly 
collapsed  by  the  shutting  down  of  the  anthracite  coal  mines  located  there,  and  is  now 
nearfy  deserted.  I  believe,  however,  that  these  mines  will  eventually  be  re-opened, 
when  prosperity  will  return  to  Anthracite. 

At  Banff  there  have  been  considerable  changes  during  the  past  year.  The 
Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  moved  their  station  about  a  couple  of  miles  further  west, 
and  the  old  station  is  now  deserted,  eveiyone  having  moved  up  to  the  townsite. 
The  new  Canadian  Pacific  Eailwav  Hotel  was  opened  early  in  the  season,  and  a  great 
many  people  have  visited  the  Park,  both  for  pleasure  and  seeking  health. 

Caumore,  the  end  of  a  division,  has  a  population  nearly  all  composed  of  employees 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway. 

Gleichen,  also  the  end  of  a  division,  is  slowly  making  its  way,  a  few  building 
having  been  erected  during  the  past  year,  amongst  them  an  hotel,  which  was  badly 
needed. 

At  a  point  near  the  trail  from  Blackfoot  Crossing  to  Macleod  a  new  colony  has 
been  stai'ted.  The  settlement  is  called  **  Queenstown,"  and  is  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Colonization  Coi'poration,  who  have  colonization,  gi*azing  and 
coal  interests  in  the  immediate  vicinity.     It  is  in  its  infancy  as  yet. 

The  Canadian  Agricultural  Coal  and  Colonization  Company,  of  which  Sir  John 
Lester-KOTe  is  manager,  have  started  farms  at  the  following  j)oints  in  this  district : 
Bantry,  !Namaka  and  Langdon.  Extensive  buildings  are  oeing  erected  and  early 
next  spring  lai'ge  tracts  of  land  are  to  be  broken  and  put  under  crop  and  the  farms 
stocked  with  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs.  Calgary  is  the  distributing  point  for 
the  northern  country,  and  a  large  quantity  of  freight  is  carried  by  trail.  A  cheese 
factory  has  been  started  about  twenty  miles  from  Calgary  up  the  Elbow  Eiver,andl 
hear  the  product  of  this  factory  very  highly  spoken  of. 

The  Eau  Claire  Company  have  a  saw  mill  at  Calgary  and  turn  out  a  large  quantity 
of  lumber. 

Major  Walker  has  a  saw  mill  at  Kananaskis  and  there  is  a  small  mill  on  Sheep 
Creek. 
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Taking  eveiything  into  consideration,  I  consider  the  general  condition  of  this 
section  to  be  highly  prosperous.  I  left  here  in  November,  1883,  and  returned  in  the 
same  month  of  1887.  In  these  four  yeare  there  have  been  remarkable  developments. 
Where  the  country  had  been  a  bare  waste  it  is  now  settled  up,  and  on  eveiy  side  there 
appeal-  good  farm  houses,  miles  upon  miles  of  fencing  and  numerous  little  settlements, 
with  school  house,  church,  etc.  • 

CRIME. 

There  ha**  been  an  absence  of  serious  crime  in  this  district  during  the  past  twelve 
months.  There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  homicide.  There  have  been  very  few 
cases  of  assault  with  murdei'ous  weapons.  Most  cases  have  been  for  infractions  of 
liquor  laws  and  lai'ceny,  principally  or  hoi*ses.  There  have  been  a  good  many  horaes 
reported  missing  but  not  many  well  founded  cases  of  stealing.  The  past  season  was 
a  bad  one  for  flies,  with  some  veiy  severe  hail  storms,  and  many  horses  repoiiied  as 
being  stolen  simply  strayed  and  were  eventually  recovered,  either  by  the  police  '^v 
their  ownei-a. 

Early  in  the  season  several  complaints  were  made  by  settlers  of  losing  a  single 
hoi'se,  and  if  they  advertised,  offering  a  rewai-d,  the  missing  animal  usually  turned  up 
promptly.  This  kind  of  thing  looked  suspicious  and  was  hard  to  bring  home  to 
anyone. 

But  few  cases  of  cattle  killing  have  been  reported.  I  am  quite  aware  that  there 
is  a  certain  amount  of  it  goes  on,  but  in  any  cattle  district,  pai-ticularly  where  large 
numbers  of  Indians  have  their  reserves,  there  will  always  be  a  few  cattle  killed.  The 
settlei-s  do  not  always  report  when  they  lose  stock  in  this  way,  as  many  of  them 
have  the  idea  that  if  they  lay  information  against  an  Indian  and  get  him  punished, 
other  Indians  will  kill  more  of  their  cattle  by  way  of  retaliation. 

I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  Indians 
in  this  section  and  the  vast  tract  of  country  over  which  stock  range  thei-e  is  very 
little  cattle  killing. 

Settlers  complain  that  during  their  absence  from  home  their  houses  are  broken 
into  and  money  and  portable  articles  stolen.  Frequent  patrolling  has  put  a  stop  in 
a  gi-eat  measure,  to  this,  and  lately  I  have  had  no  complaints  of  this  kind.  Beai'ing 
in  mind,  however,  the  large  floating  population  that  there  always  is  in  a  new  country 
like  this,  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  there  is  so  little  crime  of  a  serious 
nature  to  report. 

PATROLS   AND   OUTPOSTS. 

During  the  past  yeai*  this  section  has  been  thoroughly  patrolled. 

For  the  winter  months  small  patrols  were  sent  out  principally  to  visit  south  of 
here.   The  outpost  near  Stim son's  ranche  patrolled  High  JRiver  countiy. 

Fiom  Gleichen,  patrols  visited  the  two  reserves  frequently,  and  the  Eosebud 
country  once  a  week. 

Detachment  at  Morley  visited  every  one  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  there 
were  two  men  stationed  at  Scarlett's,  40  miles  north  on  the  Edmonton  trail. 

On  the  23i'd  May  Inspector  Wattam  left  here  with  a  party  to  reinforce  the 
Gleichen  detachment,  making  a  strong  patrol  of  twenty-five  men.  Mr.  Wattam  very 
efficiently  performed  the  duties  entrusted  to  him. 

The  resei'ves  were  visited  daily,  Indian  horses  mustered  and  examined  at 
intei'vals,  branded  stock  taken  charge  of,  and  that  section  thoroughly  patrolled  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  up  north  as  far  as  the  Rosebud  and  south  to  the  iJittle  Bow, 
and  up  to  the  mouth  of  High  Biver,  and  east  and  west  along  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Bailway,  as  far  as  circumstances  necessitated.  This  patrol  remained  out  until  some 
time  after  the  Indians'  payments  on  the  Blackfoot  Eesei've,  when  the  extra  men  and 
horses  were  brought  in  and  the  detachment  at  Gleichen  was  reduced  to  its  winter 
.strength. 
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Small  patrols  were  constantly  sent  out  in  different  directions,  down  the  Bow  Eiver 
to  mouth  of  High  Eiver,  along  Sheep  Creek  and  the  Elbow  River,  up  the  Bow  River 
and  to  Beaver  Bam  on  the  north  and  Jumping  Pond  on  the  south. 

I  increased  the  detachment  for  a  while  at  Morley.  It  takes  but  a  short  time  to 
write  what  patrols  have  been  sent  out,  but  it  represents  a  lot  of  work  done  by  mem- 
bers of  the  division,  and  well  done,  as  I  am  led  to  believe  by  the  testimony  of  many 
settlers. 

The  following  are  the  present  outposts  : — Gleichen,  Stimson's,  on  middle  fork  of 
High  River ;  Scarletts,  40  miles  north  on  Edmonton  trail ;  Morley,  Canmore,  Banff 
and  Laggan.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  at  once  small  detachments  at  the  Industrial 
School,  mouth  of  High  River,  another  at  some  point  up  on  Sheep  Creek  and  a  third 
on  the  Sarcee  Reserve. 

As  soon  as  the  Mines  re-open  at  Anthracite  a  strong  detachment  will  be  required 
there.     If  mines  are  developed  at  Cochrane  men  will  also  require  to  be  stationed  there. 

In  view  of  the  large  amount  of  travel  between  here  andf  Macleod,  I  would  recom- 
mend the  establishment  of  a  post  at  Mosquito  Creek  ;  parties  are  constantly  meeting 
there,  and  I  think  it  would  be  preferable  to  have  buildings  of  our  own  with  a  good 
stable.  That  section  of  the  country  requires  to  be  patrolled  more  than  it  has  been  in 
the  past,  there  being  several  large  cattle  ranches  on  Mosquito  Creek  and  the  Little 
Bow. 

At  present,  besides  the  work  done  by  the  permanent  outposts  a  patrol  goes  out 
from  here  weekly  to  the  Industrial  School  and  mouth  of  High  River,  and  once  a  fort- 
night to  Beaver  Dam.  Outside  of  these,  special  parties  are  sent  out,  as  occasion  requires, 
to  Sheep  Creek,  up  the  Elbow  River,  etc.,  so  that  no  part  of  the  country  remains  long 
unvisit^d. 

The  total  distance  travelled  by  the  horses  of  this  division  during  the  year  was 
121,179  miles. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT 

Has  consisted,  of  the  most  part,  in  keeping  Indians  on  their  reserves  and 
attending  the  annual  payments. 

Indians  are  continually  straying  off  theii*  reaei'ves  to  hang  about  Calgaiy.  By 
the  request  of  the  Indian  Department  these  stragglers  are  sent  oack  to  their  reserves 
if  they  have  not  a  pass  fVom  their  agent.  All  the  money  for  Indian  payments  in  this 
section  wm  sent  to  my  care.  At  Gleichen  Inspector  Wattam  to<^  charge  of  the 
money  on  its  arrival  and  attended  payments  at  Blackfoot  Reserve  for  four  days  with 
a  party  of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  six  men.  Inspector  Snyder  took  over 
money  here  from  the  express  office  for  the  Sarcee  payments  and  took  money  to 
reserve  and  attended  payments  with  a  party  of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and 
fonr  men.  Money  for  payments  of  Indians  m  Edmonton  district  was  also  sent  here 
to  my  care,  and  on  the  lOth  September  this  money  was  sent  from  here  under  an  escort 
as  far  as  the  crossing  of  Red  Deer  River,  where  a  party  from  **G"  Division 
took  it  over. 

Ml*.  Coniish,  agent  at  Sarcee  Reserve,  was  sent  last  month  with  a  team,  teamster 
and  my  interpreter  to  the  detachment  at  middle  fork  of  High  River,  where  he  was 
furnished  with  saddle  horses  to  proceed  to  the  spot  where  a  Stoney  Indian  had  been 
wounded  by  some  Indians  talking  the  Blackfoot  language.  I  have  on  several 
occa.  ions  had  to  send  a  pai-ty  to  the  Industrial  School  at  the  request  of  Rev.  Father 
Claude,  to  remove  Indians  who  were  camping  there  and  making  themselves 
obnoxious  by  trying  to  get  the  Indian  children  to  leave  the  school. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  RAILROADS. 

I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  render  any  special  assistance  to  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  the  only  railix)ad  in  this  section  during  the  past  twelve  months. 
There  have  been  no  strikes  or  disturbances  of  any  kind. 
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DRILL,  TARGET  PRAOTIOB,  ETC. 

Early  last  spring  drill  was  commenced  at  this  post  and  continued  until  the 
number  of  men  away  on  pati*ol  and  other  duties  left  the  strength  in  barracks  so  small 
that  drill  was  not  practicable.  Everyone,  however,  in  barracks  dui'inff  the  time  dnll 
was  carried  on,  underwent  a  coufse  of  both  mounted  and  dismounted  drill,  and  the 
non-commissioned  officers  a  com*8e  of  sword  exercise. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  put  the  division  thi'ough  a  course  of  tai'set 
pratice.  The  chief  difficulty  here  is  the  want  of  a  range.  There  is  no  place  available 
close  to  the  barracks,  and  some  range  will  have  to  be  selected  and  acquired  for  our 
own  use. 

At  Maple  Ci*eek,  where  I  was  stationed  last,  the  range  was  directly  behind  the 
barracks  and  the  men  did  plenty  of  independent  practice,  and  there  was  hardly  a 
man  in  the  division  that  was  not  a  fair  shot  at  least.  Here  men  have  no  opportunity 
to  practice.  Most  of  the  men  of  the  division  have  done  their  revolver  practice  for 
the  yeai'. 

The  Winchester  ammunition  in  store  here  is  good.  I  consider  the  revolver 
cartridge  too  heavy  as  to  charge.  I  think  for  all  work  the  old  issue  cai-tridge  is 
much  superior.  I  never  saw  anyone  but  made  better  shooting  with  it  than  with  the 
new  cartridge,  and  it  is  just  as  affective  at  the  i^anges  at  which  a  revolver  is  geneittlly 
used  for  the  purpose  of  killing. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  Division  is  good,  the  men  being  mostly  young,  strong 
fellows,  who  can  stand  any  amount  of  riding,  hard  work,  and  haitiships  of  all  kinds. 
Members  of  the  force  are  not  now  called  upon  to  undergo  so  many  hardships  as 
those  who  served  in  the  earlier  days ;  still,  when  called  upon,  men  sei-ving  at  the 
present  time  can  stand  anv  work  or  weather.  I  have  noticed  many  young  men  on 
joining  the  Force,  who  did  not  look  particularly  sti'ong,  to  fill  out  and  hanien,  and 
develop  into  splendid  specimens  of  manhood.  The  average  hight  of  members  of  this 
division  is  5  ft.  9J  in. ;  the  average  chest  measurement  is  37J  in.,  and  the  average 
weight  is  158  lbs.  I  have  compiled  these  measurements  from  descriptive  roll  of  each 
man,  taken  when  he  enlisted.    In  many  cases  chest  measurements  have  increased. 

RECRUITS. 

A  few  men  offering  themselves  for  enlistment  in  the  force  have  been  engaged, 
some  of  whom  have  been  retained  here,  and  others  sent  to  headquarters.  Some  few 
have  been  rejected,  owing  to  ph3rsical  causes,  others  as  not  coming  up  to  the  standard 
height  i*equired.    No  large  number  offer  themselves  for  enlistment  at  this  point. 

HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  division  has  been  good.  Owing  to  men  having  to  live 
in  the  old  barrack  rooms,  and  for  want  of  sufficient  room,  being  too  crowded  during 
the  winter  months,  there  were  numerous  instances  of  minor  oisoi'dei'S.  This  will,  I 
ti'ust,  in  a  gi*eat  measure  cease  when  the  new  baracks  ai'e  completed,  when  the  rooms 
occupied  will  be  lofty  and  well  ventilated.  The  principal  disoi-ders  are  diarrhoea, 
head!ache,  and  various  functional  disturbances,  due,  I  think,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  the  sudden  changes  of  temperature  experienced  in  this  section.  Some  few  men 
suffer  from  rheumatism,  and  there  have  been  a  couple  of  cases  of  fever.  I  am  glad 
to  report  that  there  has  been  a  very  large  decrease  in  preventible  diseases.  Accidents, 
such  as  kicks  from  horses,  horses  falling  with  their  riders,  help  to  swell  the  sick  list, 
but,  taking  into  consideration  the  immense  amount  of  riding  done  in  the  courae  of  a 
year  and  uie  constant  handling  of  hoi^ses,  the  number  of  men  injured  is  very  small, 
and  in  no  case  has  any  very  serious  injui-y  been  sustained,  which,  I  consider,  reflects 
creditably  on  the  carefulness  of  the  men  and  the  docility  of  the  horses, 
17-3 
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I  regret  to  have  to  record  that  one  death  occurred  duiing  the  past  year. 

Sergeant  Taylor,  an  experienced  athlete,  was  practising  on  the  bar,  when,  by 
some  means,  he  lost  his  hold,  and  falling,  injurea  his  spinal  column,  dying  in  the 
hospital  some  weeks  afterwards.  His  deam  was  a  matter  of  universal  regret,  not 
only  to  his  comrades  in  this  division  but  to  the  force  in  genei'al,  he  being  especially 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  not  a  member  of 
the  division  in  hospital,  the  only  inmate  being  a  young  fellow  of  "  D  "  Division,  who 
was  sent  in  here  off  patrol  suffeiing  from  a  severe  case  of  inflammatory  rheumatism. 
In  connection  with  the  general  subject  of  health,  I  would  beg  to  refer  to  Banff. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  baths  there  are  most  beneficial  in  some  forms  of  diseaae, 
and  I  would  respectflilly  suggest  that  a  building,  with  a  few  rooms,  be  built  at  a  suit- 
able locality  at  Banff,  close  to  the  hot  springs,  where  members  of  the  force  could  stop 
free  of  charge  to  undergo  treatment.  A  man  could  be  put  in  charge  of  the  buila- 
ing  and  to  attend  to  the  sick  men,  and  some  arrangement  could,  I  think,  be  made  with 
one  of  the  hotels  to  board  the  men  reasonably,  by  turning  in  their  rations  on 
account.  At  present  the  rates  aj*e  so  high  at  the  hotels  mat  but  few  men  can 
afford  to  take  advantage  of  the  baths.  I  would  also  suggest  that  bathing  in  the  basin 
and  cave,  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Government,  be  free  to  members  of  the 
force.    At  present  we  ai*e  charged  the  same  rates  as  the  general  public 

RATIONS  AND   LIGHT. 

The  rations  supplied  by  the  contractors  are  good,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ground  coffee,  which  is  poor.  I  have  had  no  complaints  concerning  any  other 
article  of  rations.  The  coal  oil  is  inferior.  The  contractors  state  it  is  die  standard 
called  for  by  contract,  best  Canadian  coal  oil,  but  it  has  decidedly  poor  illuminating 
power.    I  believe  it  is  the  intention  to  light  the  new  barracks  by  electricity. 

KITS,   CLOTHING,   ETC. 

The  members  of  the  division  are  fully  equipped  in  the  matter  of  clothing  ;  the 
only  aiiicles  being  short  are  sheets  and  winter  overcoats. 

Owing  to  scarcity  of  buffalo  robes,  some  other  material  must  be  substituted  for 
winter  overcoats.  I  received  some  long  cow-skin  coats  last  winter,  but  the  dyeing 
of  the  skins  appears  to  i*ot  them  and  they  quickly  tear  and  ai*e  useless.  A  late  issue 
of  buffalo  coats  has  now  put  this  division  in  good  shape  for  winter  patrolling.  The 
grey  overcoats  now  issu^  ai-e  not  nearly  as  sei-viceable  as  the  old  blue  pattern.  They 
are  not  water-proof,  and  are  cumbersome  for  men  to  cany  on  their  saddles  when  on 
pati*ol  in  spring,  summer  and  fall,  and  are  a  temble  weight  when  soaked  with  rain. 
1  would  suggest  the  issue  of  a  water-proof,  or  "  slicker,"  as  called  in  this  country,  for 
use  of  men  on  patrol.  If  too  expensive  to  be  issued  generally,  enough  mi^ht  be 
furnished  each  division  to  issue  on  loan  to  men  during  patrol  work.  They  ai^e  easy 
to  carry  on  the  saddle  and  warm  enough  for  the  time  of  year  dming  which  they 
would  oe  used.  Many  men  complain  of  the  socks  as  being  too  heavy  for  summer 
weai*.  I  think  a  lighter  quality  might,  with  advantage,  be  supplied  for  wear  in  hot 
weather,  it  being  left  to  die  man's  discretion  what  quality  he  draws.  The  riding 
breeches  give  satisfaction.  Tunics  and  serges  are  up  to  standard.  In  a  man's  five 
years'  service  he  is  issued  two  helmets  and  one  Air  cap.  I  consider  that  one 
helmet  will  last  a  man  well  for  his  tenn  of  service,  and  that  ne  requires  two  ftir  cape. 
Many  men,  I  know,  have  to  buy  a  second  fur  cap.  The  prices  of  the  helmet  and  far 
cap  are  the  same. 

ARMS  AND  ARTILLERY. 

The  division  is  fully  equipped  with  the  "76  pattern  Winchester  carbine 
and  the  new  Enfield  revolver.  Many  of  the  carbines  are  the  worse  for  wear,  having 
seen  a  ffood  deal  of  sei-vice.  Most  of  them  require  the  barrels  to  be  I'c-bi'owned,  the 
barrels  oeing  bright  on  the  outside  and  difScult,  of  course,  in  that  state,  to  keep  free 
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from  met.  Some  few  of  the  barrels  inside  are  honeycombed  and  worn,  thus  inter- 
fering materially  with  the  accuracy  of  the  shooting.  There  have  been  several  cases 
of  the  stocks  breaking  at  th^  small  by  horses  falling.  If  it  is  the  intention  to  retain 
this  pattern  carbine  as  the  arm  of  the  foi*ce  there  are  quite  a  few  now  in  use  that 
should  be  replaced  by  new  ones.  The  revolvers  are  all  comparatively  new  and 
mostly  in  a  state  of  lepair.  As  I  remarked  in  another  place,  the  revolver  ammunition 
is  too  powerful,  and  I  much  prefer  the  old  issue.  The  charge  of  powder  is  so  sti^ong 
that  it  is  difficxilt  to  hold  the  revolver  steady.  Aim  has  to  be  taken  so  much  below 
the  object  aimed  at  that  shooting  is  almost  universally  high.  In  watching  a  man 
shoot  it  will  be  seen  that  the  muzzle  of  the  revolver  is  thrown  up  very  much  at  each 
discharge.  A  few  men  make  good  shooting,  but  many  do  not  who  would  make  fair 
scores  with  the  old  cartiidge.  A  few  lighter  revolver,  of  smaller  calibre,  have  been 
issued  for  use  of  men  on  train  duty. 

I  have  no  artilleiy  in  my  division  or  artillery  stores  of  any  kind.  There  are 
stored  here  a  number  of  Enfield  rifles,  a  few  revolvers  and  some  ammunition 
belonging  to  the  Militia  Department. 

DESERTIONS. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  four  desertions  from  this  division,  all  of 
them  being  men  of  very  indifferent  chai'acter.  Constable  Wilson,  who  was  enlisted 
here,  and  had  only  served  a  few  months,  was  caterer  and  cook  for  the  mens'  mess,  and 
decamped  with  some  of  the  mess  funds. 

Constable  Dennis,  who  had  just  been  sentenced  to  twelve  months*  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labor  for  some  serious  breaches  of  discipline,  escaped  from  the 
provost  guard  whilst  the  greater  part  of  men  in  ban^acks  were  absent  at  Sergeant 
Taylor's  funeral.  Constable  Sherman,  a  decidedly  bad  character,  deserted  fi-om  Sanff, 
and  Constable  Lines  deserted  on  12th  November  whilst  a  patient  in  hospital  One 
man  who  deserted  from  this  post  over  a  year  ago  gave  himself  up  the  beginning  of 
last  month,  and  is  now  undergoing  a  term  of  imprisonment. 

SAVINGS    BANK  DEPOSITS, 

The  number  of  men  having  accounts  at  the  Savings  Bank  is  twenty-one,  and  the 
total  amount  deposited  by  them  during  the  year  was  $2,078.11. 

INSPECTION  OF  DIVISION. 

The  division  at  headquaii;ei*8,  Calgary,  has  been  inspected  on  several  occasions 
hj  yourself,  and  also  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  who,  when  in  barracks,  makes  a 
weekly  inspection  eveiy  Saturday.  You  have  also  visited  and  inspected  detachments 
at  Banff,  High  Elver  and  Scarlett's.  The  detachment  at  Banff  is  inspected  once  a 
month  "by  myself,  the  detachment  at  High  Eiver  is  inspected  once  every  six  weeks 
by  an  officer,  and  that  at  Gleichen  once  a  week.  The  smaller  detachments  are 
inspected  less  frequently.  In  addition  to  kit  inspection,  that  of  arms  and  accouti'cments 
are  held  at  stated  intervals.  Horees  are  inspected  once  a  week  to  examine  shoeing, 
and  that  they  are  coiTCCtly  numbered  and  branded.  Horees  on  herd  are  visited  twice 
a  week  by  the  staff*  veterinaiy  sergeant,  who  examines  them  carefully  and  reports  as 
to  their  condition. 

HORSES. 

The  hoi-ses  of  the  division  are  for  the  most  part  of  a  high  class,  young  and  in 
good  order.  I  have  oi'dei'S  to  sell  two  at  a  fixed  piice  which  are  not  up  to  standard 
of  work  required,  and  there  are  a  few  others  tKat  will  likely  be  recommended  to  be 
cast  in  spring.  During  the  vear  four  horses  have  died  or  been  desti-oyed  fi*om  acci- 
dental causes.  A  horse  on  detachment  at  Banff  dislocated  his  shoulder  and  had  to  be 
destroyed.  A  team  ran  away  at  this  post,  the  bit  breaking  in  one  of  the  horses* 
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moudis,  and  before  they  could  be  stopped  they  ran  over  a  pile  of  wood  and  one  broke 
his  leg  and  had  to  be  desti*oyed.  A  horse  transferred  to  Maple  Creek  died  from 
injuries  received,  I  believe,  in  ci-owding  through  the  gate  of  a  corral ;  and  the  fourth,  a 
remount,  broke  the  bone  of  one  of  his  fore  ai*ms  in  a  veiy  singular  manner,  said  of 
course  had  to  be  desti*oyed.  There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  death  from  natural 
causes.  Seven  horses  were  cast  and  sold  at  public  auction,  and  brought  good  prices. 
Twelve  were  transferred  to  other  divisions  and  thirty  new  horses  were  received  in 
the  division.  The  remounts  pm*chased  and  posted  to  this  division  have  turned  ont 
well.  They  were  mostly  very  poor  in  condition  when  bought,  but  have  filled  out  and 
improved  wonderfully.  They  range  fi-om  fifteen  hands  upwards,  appear  most  of 
them  to  have  good,  sound  constitutions,  were  easy  to  break  and  are  wonderfully  free 
from  vice.  Most  of  them  were  out  on  patrol  work  the  greater  part  of  the  summer. 
There  are  always  a  certain  number  of  horses  on  the  sick  list  sunei-ing  fi'om  sprains 
and  other  minor  disorders,  and  in  every  case  where  a  horse  gets  run  down  in  condi- 
tion from  any  cause,  after  some  ext]*a  feeding  in  stables  he  is  turned  out  to  run  at  h^ 
until  he  recovers  his  stren^h.  At  present  there  is  some  slight  epidemic  running 
through  the  stables ;  every  horse  nearly  is  coughing,  but  the  veterinary  staff  sergeant 
is  watching  them  closely  and  does  not  apprehend  that  it  will  be  anything  serious. 
Horses  in  stables  are  exercised  eveiy  daj  that  the  weather  permits.  From  the 
attached  mileage  return  some  idea  can  be  mrmed  of  the  amount  of  work  done  and  the 
distances  travelled  by  the  horses  of  the  division.  Some  few  have  been  i*unning  out 
at  herd  the  greater  paH  of  the  year  and  will  be  all  ready  for  work  when  required.  In 
connection  with  the  horses,  I  would  beg  to  refer  to  the  shoeing.'  I  consider  the  shoes 
iHimished  to  be  too  heavy  and  the  shoeing  nails  too  long  and  heavy.  The  class  of 
horses  we  now  get  bred  in  the  country  have,  for  the  most  p^rt,  small  feet,  and  require 
light  shoes  and  nails. 

SADDLERY  AND  HARNESS. 

There  are  at  present  seventy-two  saddles  in  use.  Of  these  many  are  verv  old, 
some  having  been  in  use  since  about  1880.  These  ai*e,  with  the  exception  of  half  a 
dozen,  single  cinch  saddles.  The  trees  of  most  of  them  are  good,  but  leather  parts  are 
in  many  instances  much  worn  and  constant  repaii's  are  necessary.  A  gi*eat  many  of 
them  also  require  re-lining  with  sheep  skin.  The  saddler  major  inspected  all  saddlery 
and  harness  a  short  time  ago.  The  Wnitman  bit  is  used  for  saddle  horses  entirely.  Of 
heav^  harness,  all  except  one  set  of  wheel  and  lead  is  old.  Several  new  sets  will  be 
required  for  use  for  next  season's  work.  A  couple  of  light  sete  of  harness  were 
furnished  during  past  year,  suitable  for  light  work  and  one  set  single  harness.  One 
set  heavy  wheel  harness,  lost  from  hei'C  in  1885,  was  recovered.  Owing  to  there  not 
being  a  suitable  harness  room  at  this  post,  it  is  not  possible  during  the  winter  months 
to  keep  saddles  and  harness  as  clean  as  they  shoula  be,  as  the  rooms  used  for  these 
purposes  are  in  the  stables,  where  fires  cannot  be  lighted.  As  I  have  lately  been 
able  to  move  the  men  out  of  one  of  the  old  barrack  rooms,  I  am  fitting  this  vacated 
room  up  to  keep  saddles  and  harness  in,  and  they  will  be  better  cared  for  in 
consequence. 

TRANSPORT. 

Transport  of  this  division  is  mostly  m  a  good  state  of  repair.  Neai4y  all  the 
lumber  waggons  have  been  in  use  for  many  years,  and  are,  in  consequence,  worn  in 
many  paits  and  often  require  repair.  Two  or  three  new  lumber  waggons  are  required 
for  use  in  this  division. 

Of  light  transport  I  have  at  present  a  fair  supply,  both  as  regards  quantity 
and  quality.  So  many  small  patrols  go  out  during  a  ffreat  part  of  the  year  that  a 
good  supply  of  light  ti'ansport  is  a  necessity.  The  light  patrol  waggons  supplied 
this  year  appear  to  be  very  good,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  iudge.  They  run  easily,  are 
com&rtable  to  travel  in  and  the  material  and  workmanship  appear  to  be  good.     The 
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brakes  have  had  to  be  changed,  as  they  were  not  Buitable  for  this  country.  Both  the 
double  and  single  buckboards  supplied  to  this  post  the  past  year  '  ]  ->ear  to  be  good 
and  suitable  to  our  work. 

FORAGE. 

The  past  season  was  a  very  favorable  one  for  the  hay  cro]),  r.nd  in  consequence 
the  price  of  hay  was  not  as  high  as  the  previous  year.  Moi'e  care  has  been  exercised 
in  receiving  the  hay,  and  by  your  instuctions  stacks  had  to  be  built  of  certain  dimen- 
sions. It  appears  almost  an  impossibility  to  get  the  contractors  to.  build  the  stacks 
as  they  are  oi-dered  to  do,  but  bv  constant  supervision  the  stacks  have  been  fairly 
built.  The  hay  was  taken  over  this  year  by  measurement,  the  stacks  being  measured 
thirty  days  after  completion.  Every  load  brought  in  was  examined.  If  good  it  was 
put  in  stacks  ;  if  bad  rejected.  The  hay  received  is  of  good  quality  and  the  season 
was  good  for  curing  and  stacking.  At  Gleichen  hay  is  delivered  as  required.  At 
High  Biver  and  Banff  it  is  put  up  in  stacks  and  measured. 

Oats  are  supplied  monthly  by  the  contractor ;  some  supplied  are  received  fi-om 
Manitoba,  but  the  greater  part  is  grain  grown  in  this  section.  The  oats  have  to  be 
up  to  standard  weight,  well  filled  and  free  from  foreign  seeds  and  dirt.  They  are 
supplied  in  bags.  I  supply  all  the  detachments,  except  a  couple  of  the  smaller  ones, 
with  oats  from  here,  as  I  find  it  much  cheaper  to  do  so  than  buy  locally.  A  certain 
quantity  of  barley  is  fed  to  the  horses  during  the  winter  months,  being  boiled  and 
fed  hot  twice  a  week.    A  few  carrots  are  also  given  the  horses. 

STABLES. 

The  stables  have  be«n  much  improved  during  the  past  year.  In  the  saddle 
horae  stable  the  floor  was  laid  with  planks,  which  h^  been  down  for  some  years  and 
being  saturated  with  urine  smelt  badly  and  were  full  of  holes  and  depressions.  The 
whole  of  this  planking,  with  the  exception  of  the  middle  aisle,  was  torn  up  and  the 
under  sui-face  thoroughly  scraped  and  all  refuse  thrown  out.  Dvy  sand  was  laid 
down  when  under-surface  was  quite  dry  and  the  upper  half  of  the  stalls  was  cobbled 
and  the  lower  half  planked.  All  the  mangel's  and  feed-boxes  were  toi*n  out  and 
replaced,  the  hay-racks  being  made  much  shallower  than  the  old  ones.  New  swing 
bars  were  put  in  and  hung  with  chains,  and  the  whole  stable  re-mudded  and  thoroughly 
whitewashed.  The  stable  is  now  clean  and  sweet,  and  its  appea:ance  is  much 
improved.  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  it  will  be  more  beneficial  for  the  horaes  to 
stand  on  the  cobbled  surface  than  on  the  planks, 

The  stalls  in  officers'  stable  were  coboled  their  full  length  and  the  whole  stable 
re-mudded  and  whitewashed.  The  team  stable  is  still  in  the  old  condition,  horses 
standing  on  mud  floor.  It  is  good  for  their  feet  but  difficult  to  keep  in  any  decent 
looking  condition,  as  holes  are  being  continually  wora  into  the  soil  and  it  is  difficult 
to  run  off  the  drainage.  I  hope,  when  weather  permits,  to  cobble  this  stable  and  tx 
it  up  in  the  same  manner  as  was  done  in  the  saddle  horse  stable.  There  are  two 
hay  mows  at  the  end  of  each  stable,  one  to  hold  hay  for  feed  and  the  other  for 
bedding.  The  roofs  of  all  the  stables  will  require  some  repaira  during  the  ensuing 
yeai*. 

GENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 

I  do  not  think  the  bell  tents  supplied  during  the  past  few  years  aro  as  good  as 
those  formerly  supplied.  They  appear  to  wear  thin  very  quickly.  Owing  to  so 
much  high  wind  in  this  country,  and  numerous  heavy  thundei's  stoi-ms,  tents,  unless 
made  of  the  very  best  quality  and  material,  teai*  a  great  deal,  and  if  in  constant  use 
last  only  a  few  months.  The  "  A "  teuts  supplied  are  useful  for  small  parties  on 
patrol.  The  camp  kettles  supplied  are  good  and  wear  well.  Zinc  buckets  are  veiy 
useful  about  the  posts,  but  not  suitable  for  parties  on  patrol,  as  they  get  banged  about 
and  quickly  broken.  Some  kind  of  rubber  or  stout  canvas  bucket  would  be  the  kind 
most  suitable  for  the  use  of  patrol  parties. 
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A8  a  general  thing,  the  hardware  supplied  is  of  good  quality  ;  when  not  it  is 
promptly  returned  to  the  Contractor  and  replaced  by  a  sei-viceable  article. 

BAKRAGKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

The  old  building  used  aa  barracks  is  haixily  fit  for  habitation,  and  will,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  in  a  few  months  be  vacated  by  the  men,  one  room  only  now  being  used 
as  a  barrack  room.  The  new  barrack  building,  two  stories  high,  has  yet  much  to  be 
done  to  it  before  the  men  can  move  into  it.  It  is  similar  in  design  to  the  barracks  at 
Regina,  except  that  the  foundation  is  of  stone,  and  the  building  is  so  constructed 
that  it  can  be  brick  veneered.  The  wash  rooms  and  bath  rooms  ai*e  to  be  in  the 
basement,  instead  of  at  the  ends  of  the  mes8  room,  and  it  will  in  consequence  make 
the  mess  room  much  larger  than  the  one  at  Eegina.  The  rear  part  of  the  building, 
comprising  the  mess  i*oom,  kitchen  and  scullery,  is  completed  sufficiently  to  enable 
habitation,  and  the  mess  room  has  been  temporarily  fitted  up  as  a  bai^rack  room,  and 
I  was  able  to  move  twenty-eight  men  in  thei'e.  The  kitchen  is  used  as  a  mess  room 
and  the  sculleiy  as  a  kitchen. 

This  an*angement  has  added  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  men,  as  the  old  mess 
room  and  kitchen  were  most  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable.  The  contractor 
informs  me  that  the  furnaces  are  on  the  way  up  fi'om  the  east,  and  will  be  placed  in 
position  directly  on  their  aiidval,  and  he  will  then  be  able  to  go  on  with  the  plastering, 
and  hopes  to  have  building  completed  by  the  middle  of  next  May. 

The  new  hospital  is  up  and  doors  and  windows  in,  but  not  plastered.  As  thib 
building  is  to  be  heated  by  stoves,  I  suppose  the  plastering  cannot  be  done  until 
spring.  The  old  hospital  waa  re-mudded  and  whitewashed,  but  is  badly  out  of  repair. 
No.  2  officers'  quarters  is  also  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair ;  also  the  building  used 
as  an  orderly  room,  etc.  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  to  build  a  new  guard  house 
shortly.  The  present  one  is  veiy  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  The  old  upnght  picket 
building  is  to  oe  torn  down  next  spring,  A  small  building  was  erected  during  the 
past  year  for  use  of  farners  and  carpenters.  There  has  been,  as  far  as  I  know,  no 
provision  made  for  a  building  for  the  Sergeants'  mess  or  an  oi'derly  I'oom.  A  good 
room,  large  and  well  fitted,  is  required  at  this  post  for  an  orderly  room.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  conespondence  to  get  through,  and  also  a  considerable  amount  of 
magistrate's  work,  and  the  present  accommodation  is  quite  insufficient. 

An  officers'  quartei-s  was  built  at  Banff  during  the  past  year — a  log  building. 
Better  accommodation  foi*  men  and  horses  of  detachment  is  required.  Buildings  ai-e 
also  required  at  Gleichen  for  use  of  detachment,  with  a  small  guard  house.  At  present 
we  have  a  lease  of  some  buildings  at  that  point  for  a  year. 

At  High  River  an  addition  is  being  made  to  the  shack  used  as  quarters  which 
will  i,dd  much  to  the  comfort  of  detachment.  I,  under  another  heading  I'ocommend 
the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  at  Mosquito  Creek. 

^  There  not  being  sufficient  officers'  quai'ters  at  this  post,  Calgaiy,  three  of  the 
officers  are  at  present  living  out  of  barracks.  It  would  be  much  preferable  that 
they  should  all  live  in  barracks. 

Of  barrack  furniture  there  is  really  nothing  but  what  is  made  by  the  artizans  of 
tlie  division.  The  men  are  supplied  with  bed  boaixis  and. trestles.  Thev  are  cumber- 
some and  difficult  to  move  when  rooms  have  to  be  scrubbed,  etc.,  and  they  certainly 
do  not  look  well  or  add  to  the  appearance  of  a  barrack  room.  I  strongly  recommend 
the  men  being  supplied  with  some  pattern  cot.  They  are  supplied  at  all  the  Ameri- 
can posts.  The  mess  ipom  and  baiTack  room  tables  are  only  rough  wooden  ones, 
cumbersome  and  not  neat,  and  the  benches  are  also  home-made.  The  pattern  of 
tables  and  benches  used  in  the  Imperial  service  would  be  very  suitable  for  our  use. 
Iron  brackets  would  also  be  better  for  shelving  for  the  kitb  than  wooden  ones,  and 
would  certainly  look  much  neater. 

FUEL. 

Soft  coal  is  used  almost  entirely  for  fuel.  Wood  is  used  in  a  few  heat^i-h  and 
cooking  stoves. 
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TELEPHONES. 


During  the  past  year  the  baiTacks  have  been  pat  in  communication  with  the 
telephone  system  of  Calgary.  There  is  a  private  wire  fi-om  the  orderly  room  to  the 
town  police  station,  a  second  wire  from  Quartermaster's  store  to  centi*al  telephone 
office.    These  telephones  are  of  great  service  and  convenience. 

TELEGRAPH  LINES. 

The  only  line  in  this  section  is  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  system.  I  think 
it  highly  desirable  that  a  line  should  be  built  direct  from  here  south  to  Macleod, 
and  n*om  here  north  to  Edmonton.  To  send  a  message  to  Macleod  it  has  to  ^o  over 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  Dunraore,  then  over  North-West  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  to  Lethbridge,  and  then  by  Oovemment  line  to  Macleod.  To  Edmonton 
a  message  has  to  go  over  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  Qu'Appelle  and  then  over 
Government  line  by  Battleford,  etc. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

The  appliances  for  fii'e  protection  at  this  post  are  a  hand  fire-engine,  with  reel  of 
hose,  some  Babcocks  and  fire-pails.  The  engine  works  well  in  warm  weather,  but  as 
there  is  no  warm  place  to  keep  iti  n  some  part  of  the  valves  or  pump  becomes  disoiganized 
in  cold  weather,  and  it  takes  some  time  before  the  pump  can  be  made  to  draw  water. 
In  cold  weather  it  would  soon  freeze  up.  Not  enough  hose  was  supplied  to  reach  all 
the  buildings.  The  additional  quantity  required  was  requisitioned  for,  and  I  trust 
will  soon  be  i*eceived.  The  river  is  the  only  source  ft'om  which  water  can  be  drawn 
for  use  of  engine,  the  water  in  well  being  too  low  down  for  suction  pipe  of  engine  to 
reach  it,  and  the  engine  will  not  work  with  any  gi-eater  length  of  suction  pipe.  The 
Babcocks  are  always  kept  charged,  and  in  places  where  they  will  not  freeze  up.  In 
every  room  which  is  occupied,  and  where  water  will  not  freeze,  fire-buckets  are  kept 
constantly  filled  with  water,  and  not  allowed  to  be  used  for  any  other  pui-pose.  A 
board  is  put  up  in  baiTack-rooms,  with  a  list  of  names,  showing  position  every  man 
ifl  to  occupy  in  case  of  fire.  The  men  are  exercised  at  fire-parade  once  a  week. 
Last  week,  after  the  assemblv  sounded,  the  engine  was  down  at  the  river,  hose  laid 
on  to  the  building  designated,  all  Babcocks  on  ground,  and  spare  ladders  brought  up. 
Time  occupied  in  doing  this  was  three  minutes.  #1  think  it  desirable  that  a  large 
frost-proof  tank  should  be  built  here,  with  a  small  steam  engine  to  pump  water. 
This  would  give  an  ample  supply  of  water 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  greater  part  of  the  water  used  at  this  Post  is  obtained  from  the  river.  The 
water  is  good  now  but  liable  to  become  impui-e  as  Calgiwy  grows  larger,  when  moi*e 
or  less  drainage  is  sure  to  find  its  way  to  the  liver.  GWiere  is  a  well  here,  but  not 
much  used,  except  for  washing  waggons  and  other  transport,  scrubbing  rooms,  etc. 
The  water  is  good,  but  as  the  water  cart  goes  its  I'ounds  every  day  and  delivei's 
water  wherever  required,  not  much  is  earned  by  hand  from  the  well.  This  weU 
varies  in  depth  of  water  according  as  rivei*  is  high  or  low ;  when  the  river  is  very 
low  there  is  very  little  water  in  the  well. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  roads  in  this  section  of  the  country  are  good,  except  in  very  wet  seasons. 
The  old  established  trails,  notably  the  one  to  Blackfoot  Ci*ossing,  that  north  to 
Edmonton,  west  to  Morley  and  south  to  Macleod,  were  sui'veyed  during  the  past 
season,  and  I  believe  are  to  be  kept  as  public  trails,  independent  of  any  surveys  or 
road  allowance.  Bridges  are  a  necessity  in  many  parts  of  this  district.  At  Cafcary 
two  new  bridges  were  completed  during  the  past  yeai^ — ^Ijangevin  and  Bow  Marsh 
bridges — ^and  there  ai'e  two  bridges  across  the  iSbow. 
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Travel  48  impeded  and  valuable  lives  risked  eveiy  day  in  spring  and  during 
high  water  for  want  of  bridges.  There  is  always  a  great  deal  of  travel  on  the 
Macleod  trail,  and  bridges  are  required  principally  at  Sheep  Creek  and  High  River. 
The  former  of  these,  though  called  a  creek,  is  a  river  in  size,  especially  when  in  flood, 
and  is  a  nasty  stream  to  cross.  There  is  a  ferry  at  High  Mver,  but  the  rates  chaiged 
are  high,  and  it  is  a  severe  tax  on  settler  pockets  to  have  to  use  the  ferry  often. 
Besides  the  time  when  these  rivei*s  are  in  flood,  they  are  dangerous  in  the  spring, 
when  the  ice  is  gone  out  of  the  middle  and  is  still  intact  at  the  sides,  and  in  early 
winter  the  slush  ice  is  running  and  the  ice  is  forming  on  either  bank  of  the  streams. 

FERRIES. 

The  only  ferries  in  opei-ation  in  my  disti'ict  during  the  past  season  were  at  High 
River  crossing,  and  at  Cochrane,  near  Cochrane  coal  mines,  on  the  Bow  River.  T'he 
flrst  named  ferry  is  considerably  used  during  high  water  by  people  travelling  to  and 
from  the  Macleod  district,  and  by  settlers  and  ranchers  south  of  High  River.  By 
cmssing  at  the  ferry  at  Cochrane  the  distance  between  Calgary  and  Morley  is 
somewhat  shortened. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  some  change  in  the  liquor  laws. 
At  the  present  tim^  the  existing  law  is  not  obeyed  or  respected  by  the  mass  or  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  Noi-th-West.  It  is  evaded  and  set  at  naught  by  veiy 
many.  The  country  has  changed  in  so  many  ways  since  the  ^North-West  Act  was 
passed  that  I  consider  it  is  necessary  either  to  do  one  ot  two  things— to  allow  intoxicants 
into  the  Territories  under  license  or  otherwise,  or  to  amend  the  Act  so  that  it« 
provisions  cannot  be  misintei*pret;ed.  At  present  in  Calvary  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  get  a  conviction  of  a  magistrate  for  infractions  of  the  North-West  Territories  Act 
sustained.  In  the  firat  place,  every  eflbrt  is  made  by  the  opposing  counsel  to  have 
the  conviction  quashed  on  some  error  in  form  of  proceedings  or  legal  technicality, 
which  is  often  successful — indeed,  is  successful  m  every  case  where  there  is  the 
slightest  error,  though  Section  100  of  the  Act  states  that  no  seizure,  prosecution,  convic- 
tion or  commitment  under  the  Act  shall  be  invalid  for  want  of  form,  so  long  as  the 
same  is  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Act.  Then  it  has  been 
ruled  in  the  Supreme  Court  that  tl^re  is  no  penalty  attached  by  the  Act  to  ''  having 
liquor  in  possession,"  and  that  if  bquor  is  legally  brought  into  the  Territories  the 
holder  can  give  his  permit  to  whom  he  pleases.  Under  these  rulings  it  is  almost 
impossible  .to  get  a  conviction  sustained. 

Importing  is  very  difficult  to  prove.  I  had  one  case  here,  and  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  summons  as  a  witness  one  of  the  finn  who  shipped  the  liquor  from 
Montreal,  but  was  not  allowed  to  do  so  on  account  of  the  expense,  and  of  course,  the 
conviction  was  quashed.  Some  of  the  cases  on  appeal  for  nearly  a  year  now  have  not 
been  as  yet  decided,  having  been  heard  and  judgment  reseiTed.  During  the  year  I 
have  been  here  fourteen  convictions  have  been  made  by  me,  of  wMch  one  wa8 
sustained,  three  are  not  yet  decided,  and  the  rest  are  quashed.  It  does  not  matter 
if  a  man  is  caught  with  a  lot  of  liquor  in  his  possesion  and  is  convicted ;  he  will 
appeal  the  case.  There  is  now  a  case  pending  in  which  a  man  was  found  locked  up 
in  a  closet  in  a  Canadian  Pacific  Ralway  Pullman  with  a  ten  gallon  keg  of  whiskey. 
He  was  convicted  and  appealed,  and  his  appeal  was  not  sustamed,  the  notice  being 
bad  in  form,  but  he  pi-omptly  applied  for  a  writ  of  certiorari,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  how 
It  will  end. 

The  present  law  does  not  work  as  it  should  ;  certainlv  not  in  this  .section. 
Of  course,  everyone  knows  whiskey  is  sold  in  nearly  eveiy  saloon  in  Calgary.  I  see 
that  a  Calgary  member  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  Kegina  stated  the  consumption  of 
whiskey  in  Calgary  was  fifty  gallons  a  day.  It  may  l^  so ;  I  know  there  is  a  great 
deal  consumed,  and  that  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  opposition  to  the 
law.    We  get  no  sympathy  or  assistance  to  uphold  the  law ;  on  the  contrary,  every 
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obstacle  is  put  in  our  way.  Every  ease  of  infi-action  of  the  North-West  Territories 
Intoxicant  Act  that  is  brought  to  light  is,  of  course,  the  work  of  members  of  our 
force.  The  local  police  take  no  notice  of  this  liquor  traffic.  The  saloons  are 
searched  at  intervals,  but  every  saloon  has  its  hiding  place,  and  if  intoxicants  are 
found  a  permit  is  at  once  pi'oduced,  either  in  the  saloon  keepei^'s  name  or,  what  is 
just  as  ^ood  here,  the  name  of  one  of  his  friends.  My  men,  endeavoring  to  do  their  duty, 
are  made  a  laughing  stock  of,  and  accordingly  it  is  not  a  popular  duty  with  them. 

Since  the  1st  December,  1887,  there  have  been  seized  and  desti*oVed  in  this 
district  840  gallons  of  intoxicants.  This  does  not  include  beer,  of  which  some  was 
spilt.  Much  of  the  liquor  was  good,  coming  fi-om  Montreal,  and  put  up  in  half-galion 
glass  bottles.  This  amount  of  liquor  destroyed  represents  a  great  waste  of  money. 
K  the  value  of  the  liquor  be  taken,  and  to  it  added  the  value  of  vessels  containing  it, 
with  freight  charges,  etc.,  it  will  be  found  to  reach  a  lai'ge  amount.  If  the  existing 
law  is  to  remain  in  force  many  alterations  should  be  made,  to  enable  those  to  whom 
the  enforcement  is  entrusted  to  have  a  greater  chance  to  secure  convictions  than  at 
present.  The  evil  is  increasing  rapidly  and  less  regard  is  paid  daily  to  the  pi*ovi- 
sions  of  the  Act.  Under  existing  circumstances,  there  is  not  the  slightest  incentive 
for  a  policeman  to  try  to  do  his  duty  in  this  particular.  A  man  is  looked  upon  as  a 
martyr  if  he  is  arrested  for  a  breach  of  the  Act.  The  Act,  if  intended  to  be  enforced, 
should  be  changed,  so  that  its  provisions  cannot  be  twisted  and  misinterpreted,  and 
if  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  offence  there  should  be  no  loop-hole  for  the 
offender  to  escape. 

SETTLERS. 

The  countiy  is  settled  up  in  everv  direction  fi-om  Calgary,  biit  principally  to  the 
south  and  west.  There  are  many  holdings  with  first  class  buildings  on  them,  and  a 
large  portion  of  land  taken  up  is  fenced  in  with  barbed  wire.  Settlei's  have  taken  up 
land  in  many  instances  close  to  the  Foot  Hills,  where  I  do  not  think  any  crops  can  be 
grown;  stiU,  it  is  a  good  range  for  stock.  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  general  condition 
of  the  settler  is  prosperous.  There  is  a  ready  sale  in  Calgary  for  all  kinds  of  daiiy, 
garden  and  farm  produce.  In  many  sections  the  settler  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  the 
matter  of  education  for  his  children,  schools  not  being  plentiful  at  present.  The 
country  began  to  settle  up  in  1884,  and  it  is  wonderful  to  «ee  the  changes  settlement 
has  wrought. 

CROPS. 

The  past  season  has  been  a  favorable  one  for  the  gmwth  of  ei*opH.  Wheat,  oatt* 
and  barley  have  done  well  in  nearly  every  locality  and  root  crops  were  very  good 
also.  Wheat  is  not  very  extensively  grown;  oats  were  very  successful.  I  am  told 
that  the  avei*age  yield,  as  far  as  present  statistics  go,  was  about  47  bushels  to  the  aero 
and  weighing  al)out  47  pounds  to  the  measured  bushel.  Bai'ley  is  always  a  good  crop 
in  this  section.  A  few  narrow  sections  were  visited  by  violent  hail  storms,  which 
destroyed  the  crop.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  rain  during  the  past  summer,  and  in 
consequence  the  hay  crop  was  heavy  and  hay  could  be  cut  almost  anywheie.  I  was 
of  the  opinion  at  one  time  that  Sheep  Creek  Kidge  was  unwuitable  for  farming 
purposes,  but  was  compelled  to  change  my  mind  this  year,  when  I  saw  ci-ops  that  were 
i*aised  there.  There  is  a  flourishing  agricultural  society  here,  which  is  doing  its  utmost 
to  farther  the  interests  of  this  section.  They  held  their  fall  exhibition  last 
September,  and  the  display  of  live  stock,  grain,  vegetables,  dairy  produce,  etc.,  was 
very  varied  and  excellent  for  a  new  country. 

RANCHING   PROSPECT. 

fianchers  are,  I  believe,  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  past  season.  The 
calf  ci*op  has  been  good,  aud  last  winter  not  being  severe  there  were  no  losses,  except 
the  ordinaiy  ones,  that  will  always  occur  in  large  or  small  herds.    The  feed  having 
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been  exceptionally  fine  this  year,  the  cattle  are  all  in  good  condition.  There  web  a 
ready  sale  for  beef  cattle^  and  a  large  number  were  bought  off  the  ranges  a<Mi 
shipped,  for  the  most  part  to  England. 

It  is  wonderful  the  good  condition  cattle  keep  in  this  countiy,  even  in  severe 
weather,  and  when  it  is  taken  into  considei'ation  that  they  get  no  food,  except  whAt 
they  rustle  for  themselves  on  the  range. 

Horses  have  also  done  well.  There  has  been  some  kind  of  epidemic  running 
through  the  countiy,  but  it  has  not  been  of  a  severe  type  and  the  losses  have  been 
light. 

There  are  a  number  of  sheep  in  the  countiy  north  of  High  River ;  they  appear  to 
be  remarkably  free  from  disease,  and  there  was  a  very  large  lamb  crop  the  past 
season.  In  connection  with  the  horse  industry,  a  number  of  valuable  stallions 
have  been  brought  into  the  countiy,  and  also  mares  of  good  strains.  The  class  of 
horses  being  bred  is  vastly  improving  eveiy  year,  and  in  a  few  years  there  will  be 
a  number  of  fine  horses  for  sale.  Wolves  do  more  or  less  damage  to  stock  every 
year.  On  nearlv  eveiy  larger  ranche  packs  of  dogs  are  kept,  and  many  wolves  are 
killed  by  their  aid. 

GAME. 

Game  is  fast  disappearing,  and  stricter  laws  are  required  for  its  preservation,  or 
in  a  few  yeai*s  it  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  There  is  no  large  game  in  this  section, 
except  some  deer  near  the  mountains,  and  they  ai*e  veiy  scarce.  The  commonly- 
called  prairie  chicken  is  getting  scarce,  and  in  a  few  yeai-s,  at  the  i-ate  it  is  being 
killed  off,  will  be  extinct.  Nearly  everyone  shoots,  and  many  visitors  help  to  swell 
the  list.  Wild  fowl  are  becoming  scarcer  every  year.  Half-breeds  and  Indian8 
gather  and  eat  an  enoi*mous  number  of  eggs  every  season,  and  kill  the  flappers  and 
old  biixls  when  moulting  and  anable  to  fly,  and  the  birds  get  no  chance  to  oreed  and 
multiply.  Market  huutera  are  getting  rife  in  this  country,  and  large  numbers  of 
birds  are  sent  east.  A  non-export  law  would  be  most  desirable,  and  some  restriction 
should  be  put  on  market  hunters. 

When  I  knew  this  part  of  the  country  first  the  rivers  were  teeming  with  fish, 
now  they  are  comparatively  depopulated.  CJonstant  fishing  and  illegal  methods  have 
led  to  this.  People  now  make  it  a  business  to  fish  for  the  mai'ket,  and  some  are  not 
content  with  fair  means,  but  resort  to  netting  and  fish-traps. 

It  is  not  fair  to  the  community  at  large  that  a  few,  by  illegal  means,  should  ruin 
the  fishing  by  such  methods.  I  would  suggest  legislation  on  the  following  points: 
Bestriction  on  persons  fishing  for  pi*ofit ;  standard  of  size  of  fish  to  be  caught ;  a  close 
season  appointed,  and  no  nets  allowed  to' be  used  or  fish-ti^aps  of  any  kind. 

The  feeling  of  the  country  generally  is  strongly  in  favor  of  protection  both  to 
game  and  fish.  I  have  never  been  able  to  clearly  determine  when  the  river  trout 
.spawn.  I  have  caught  them  at  all  times  of  the  year  fhll  of  spawn.  Thei*e  is  more 
or  less  large  game  in  the  mountains,  but  it  is  hard  to  find,  unless  you  have  an 
expenenced  guide  with  you.  Nearly  every  lake  in  the  mountains  is  full  of  big  lake 
trout,  that  run  to  a  large  size. 

Devil's  Lake  in  the  National  Park  is  the  most  accessible  fishing  ground  for  these 
large  ti*out  and  good  boats  and  all  necessaiy  fishing  tackle  can  be  hirod,  with  reliable 
boatmen. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  have  been  quiet  and  well  behaved  during  the  past  yeai%  It  has 
been  our  endeavor  to  keep  them  as  much  as  possible  on  theb  resei^ves,  and  we  have 
succeeded  to  a  great  extent.  There  have  been,  of  coui-se,  more  or  less  cases  of  horse 
stealing  amongst  them,  the  most  notable  case  being  some  Bloods  who  stole  a  number 
of  horses  off  the  Stoney  Reserve.  The  greater  part  of  these  hoi'ses  were  recovered. 
The  number  of  cases  of  hoi-se  stealing,  however,  was  small.  The  principal  reserve, 
the  Blackfeet,  was  closely  watched  oy  a  strong  patrol  all  the  past  spring,  summer 
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and  fall,  and  they  did  not  get  much  chance  to  indalge  in  horse  stealing.  I  think  they 
are  beginning  to  realise  that  it  is  against  their  interests  to  do  so.  Of  course,  amongst 
such  a  large  body  of  Indians  there  must  be  some  bad  ones,  and  they  are  bonnd  to  get 
into  mischief.  One  Blackfoot  Indian  was  an*ested  for  killing  a  cow,  and  is  under- 
going a  year's  imprisonment  for  hi»  offence ;  a  second  was  arrested  for  killing  a  calf, 
bat  has  not  yet  been  tried  ;  and  a  thii*d  for  killing  a  c^w,  but  he  was  acquitted  at  his 
trial. 

There  have  been  a  few  other  veiy  suspicious  cases  of  cattle  disappearing  when 
Indians  were  camped  near,  but  ]nK>rmation  was  laid  too  long  after  the  animals 
disappeared  to  enaUe  us  to  get  sufficient  evidence  to  an*est.  The  total  number  of 
cases  reported  to  me,  however,  were  few.  Mr.  Wattam,  in  charge  of  the  patrol  at 
Gleichen  and  Blackfoot  Beserve,  reported  to  me  that  Indians  were  invariably  very 
easy  to  deal  with  and  appeai*ed  anxious  to  do  what  was  right  in  all  cases.  Several 
Blackfeet  Indians  were  employed  as  scouts  during  the  past  season  and  did  fairly 
good  service.  The  Sarcees  have  been  very  quiet,  thougn  a  good  many  complaints 
have  been  made  against  them  by  the  settlers  for  camping  near  their  houses,  and 
daring  absence  of  inmates  stealing  small  articles.  They  nave  numbei*s  of  dogs,  and 
these  dogs  chase  calves  and  colts,  kill  poultry,  etc. ;  certainly,  a  camp  of  Indians  near 
one's  house  is  not  a  desirable  addition. 

The  Stonies  have  behaved  well  in  every  respect.  The  chief  Indians  in  this 
section  against  whom  complain t«  are  made  are  a  lot  of  wandering  Crees.  Some  of 
them  have  taken  scrip  and  have  no  resei*ves,  and  some  have  never  taken  treaty. 
They  are  shiftless  and  very  destitute.  Some  of  them  will  work,  but  most  of  them 
will  not,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  how  they  live.  If  turned  away  from  here  by  force 
they  scatter  over  the  countiy  and  become  a  nuisance  to  the  settlers,  and  numerouH 
patrols  have  to  be  sent  out  to  make  them  move  on.  There  are  still  a  number  of 
them  about  here,  and  the  only  way  I  see  to  get  rid  of  them  is  for  some  reserve  to  be 
designated  where  they  are  to  live,  and  for  an  escort  to  take  them  there. 

A  few  weeks  ago  some  Stonies  reported  that  one  of  their  number  had  been  fii*ed 
at  and  wounded  by  some  Indians  who  talked  the  Blackfoot  language,  at  a  point  on 
the  north  fork  of  High  River.  Every  endeavor  has  been  made  to  unravel  the 
afEiair,  but  so  far  the  Indians  who  attacked  the  Stoney.  have  not  been  found.  The 
ground  was  examined  where  the  shooting  took  place,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some 
shooting  had  been  done  thei*e,  and  that  the  Stoney  had  been  shot  in  the  leg.  He  HSiy» 
there  wei-e  seven  Indians  in  the  party  who  attacked  him,  and  that  they  were  not 
more  than  twelve  yards  apart.  No  doubt  more  will  be  leai*ned  about  the  affair  in 
time.  There  have  been  no  collisions  of  any  kind  between  settlers  and  Indians  reporteil 
daring  the  past  year. 

HALF-BRIBDS. 

There  are  a  number  of  half-breeds  in  this  section  in  poor  circumstances.  A  good 
many  of  them  do  moi*e  or  less  freighting  from  Calgary  to  points  in  the  noHhern 
conn  try  during  the  open  season.  Many  are  idle  and  have  no  settled  occupation,  and 
if  they  get  any  money  waste  it  in  drinking  and  gambling.  They  have  been  law- 
abiding,  as  a  rule,  there  being  not  a  larger  percentage  of  ci*ime  amongst  them  than 
in  other  classes. 

PRAIRIE    FIRES. 

Owing  to  much  rain  late  in  the  season,  iv^hich  kept  the  grasses  green  much  longer 
than  usual,  and  an  early  fall  of  snow,  there  have  not  been  nearly  so  many  prairie  fires 
this  past  season  as  is  usual.  The  first  fire  I  have  record  of  was  started  by  a  Canadian 
Pacific  Eailway  engine  near  Langdon,  but  I  had  no  evidence  to  show  which  engine, 
a8  two  trains  passed  the  spot  where  the  fire  started  within  a  short  time  of  each  other. 

A  party  was  sent  from  hei*e,  and  Mr.  "Wattam's  patrol  turned  out,  and  after  hard 
work  put  the  fire  out.  Another  fire  between  Langdon  and  Gleichen  was  started  by  one 
of  Sir  John  Lester  Kaye*s  employes.  He  was  aiTcsted  and  brought  before  a  ma^strate 
at  Gleichen,  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  let  off  with  a  warning. 
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Later  on  a  settler  on  Pine  Creek,  while  burning  round  some  stacks,  let  the  ^re 
escape,  but  by  united  efforts  of  settlera  it  was  put  out  after  burning  a  considerable 
area.  The  offender  pleaded  guilty  before  two  magistrates  and  was  fined  $50. 
The  only  other  case  was  of  a  fire  which  started  on  Sheep  Creek  and  burnt  over  a 
large  area,  doing  considerable  damage,  being  finally  extinguished  by  a  snow  storm. 
In  this  case  the  fire  was  supposed  to  have  started  from  a  pile  of  sawdust  where  a  saw- 
mill had  been  at  work.  The  man  supposed  to  be  i^esponsible  for  the  fire  was  arrested 
and  a  large  amount  of  evidence  taken,  which  tended  to  show  that  a  fire  had  been 
started  in  this  sawdust  over  a  year  ago,  and  had  been  smouldering  ever  since.  Ab 
the  information  was  not  laid  for  over  a  year  after  the  fire  had  started,  the  magistrate 
htid  no  jurisdiction  and  the  case  had  to  be  dismissed. 

People  at  large  are,  I  think,  beginning  to  appreciate  the  vast  harm  that  ensues  to 
the  country  from  frequent  fires, ,  desti-oying  pastui-e.  burning  hay,  grain,  etc.,  and  are 
very  much  more  careful  that  fire  does  not  start,  ana  if  fii'c  does  start  are  anxious  to 
bi-ing  the  offender  to  justice. 

INCREASED  BATES  OF  PAY. 

It  is  veiy  desirable  that  we  should  have  as  good  men  as  it  is  possible  to  get  to 
fill  the  important  position  of  artizans  ih  different  trades,  to  enable  us  to  have  our  own 
work  performed  in  a  thoroughly  efllcient  manner.  I  I'efer  particulai-ly  to  black- 
smiths, shoeing-smiths,  carpenters,  saddlere  and  tailors.  All  skilled  workmen, 
particularly  shoeing-smiths  and  carpenters,  command  high  wages  in  this  country. 
Artizans  in  the  force  have  of  late  been  receiving  increased  rates  of  pay.  I  would 
suggest  that  it  would  be  highly  desirable  that  a  man,  when  found  to  be  skilful  at  his 
trade,  willing  to  work  whenever  called  upon,  and  economical  in  the  use  of  his 
material,  be  allowed  such  pay  as,  in  addition  to  his  rations  and  kit,  will  put  him  on 
a  more  equitable  footing  with  men  working  at  the  same  tirade  out  of  the  force. 

GENERAL    WORK. 

Under  several  of  the  preceding  headings  I  have  shown  to  a  great  extent  what  the 
general  work  of  the  division  under  my  command  has  consisted  of.  Much  of  the 
iluty  done  eonsints  of  the  regular  patrol  work.  In  addition,  numerous  partieB  have 
been  sent  out  to  investigate  particular  charges  made  by  settlers.  Indians  camping 
on  cattle  and  sheep  leases,  or  near  settlers  houses,  and  annoying  them,  had  to  be 
removed.  Reportea  cases  of  horse  stealing  or  cattle  killing  were  investigated. 
Numerous  seai*ches  were  made  in  the  near  vicinity  and  parties  sent  for  long  distances 
to  look  for  illicit  liquor.  Indian  lodges  and  houses  were  searched  for  stolen  property. 
Long  distances  had  to  be  travelled  in  making  ari^ests  and  sei*ving  summonses. 

At  Gleichen,  Calgaiy,  Morley,  Canmore,  Banff  and  Laggan,  all  trains,  both  pas- 
senger and  freight,  were  met  by  men  on  duty.  At  Calgary  there  is  a  detachment  on 
town  duty  who  give  any  aid  required  to  the  local  police  in  addition  to  their  regular 
duties.  At  Scarlett's  the  detachment  examined  all  freight  going  north.  An  escort 
has  l>oen  sent  with  the  Edmonton  mail  for  some  time  past,  the  escort  ftom  here 
going  about  sixty  miles  north  and  returning  once  a  week.  During  the  sittings  of 
the  Supreme  Court  any  men  required  for  duty  by  the  presiding  justice  were  fur- 
nished. Escorts  were  furnished  for  transport  of  money  for  annuity  payment^;. 
Escorts  were  furnished  on  reserves  during  payment  and  any  aid  re^uuSad  by  the 
Indian  Department  was  given.  Men  were  sent  with  the  sheriff,  if  reqmred,  to  guard 
convicts  being  taken  to  the  penitentiary  at  Stoney  Mc»untain,  and  also  for  insane  pri- 
soners. Wheneve*  distance  permitted,  all  available  men  were  turned  out  to  aid  in 
putting  out  prairie  fires.  Bodies  of  persons  meeting  violent  deaths  were  taken  charge 
of  and  the  coroner  notified  and  attended.  In  the  town  of  Calgary,  there  being  local 
police,  it  was  left  to  them  to  keep  oixler  as  far  as  possible.  At  all  other  points  in 
the  district  our  men  have  had  sole  control.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  magistrate's 
work.'   The  majority  of  this  class  of  work  appears  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  police  officers. 
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The  attached  list  of  caeeB  tried  hai*dly  gives  an  idea  of  the  work  they  represent. 
In  some  of  them  a  large  amount  of  evidence  had  to  be  taken  and  they  were  attorned 
from  day  to  day.  Besides  the  cases  shown  as  ti'ied,  many  have  been  settled  out  of 
court  by  bringing  the  parties  together  and  inducing  them  to  settle  without  litigation. 
These  cases,  of  course,  were  not  ci*iminal,  but  chiefly  under  the  Masters  and  Ser- 
vants Act,  where  wages  were  due,  and  similar  minor  cases.  Greneral  supervision  has 
been  kept  of  the  state  of  health  of  the  live  stock  in  the  country,  and  before  the 
appointment  of  a  Government  Inspector  any  suspicious  cases  of  disease  amongst 
horses  or  cattle  were  investigated.  There  are  a  thousand  and  one  things  done  daily 
that  are  not  thought  worth  while  to  enter  in  official  diarv  but  entail  more  or  less, 
work  to  membei*s  of  the  force,  and  the  only  way  to  really  show  the  general  work 
done  in  the  district  would  be  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  diary  kept  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  division,  and  copies  of  all  diaries  kept  at  the  outposts,  and  of  all  the 
patrols  that  have  been  out  during  the  past  twelve  months.  In  a  new  country  like  this, 
where  there  is  so  large  a  population  so  widely  scattered,  there  is  something  con- 
tinually happening  that  requires  investigating,  and  the  long  distances  that  have  to  be 
travelled  entail  a  vast  amount  of  work  both  on  men  ana  horses,  as  you  will  sec 
by  accompanying  statement  (not  printed)  showing  mileage  travelled  by  each  horse  of 
my  division,  the  total  amounting  to  121,179  miles.  This  represents  solely  what  is 
done  by  hoi'ses  on  trips  and  patrols.  I  have  not  taken  into  consideration  the  dis- 
tances travelled  by  horses  about  the  post  at  Calgaiy. 

DISCIPLINE,  CONDUCT,  ETC. 

I  have  much  pleasm*e  in  repoi*ting  that  the  general  conduct  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  constables  has  been  excellent.  There  have  been  very  few  cases 
of  serious  breaches  of  discipline.  In  a  new  town  of  this  size  there  are  many  tempta- 
tions into  which  a  man  is  liable  to  fall,  and  I  have  been  both  surprised  and  gi-atitied 
at  the  very  few  instances  in  which  any  man  of  my  command  has  done  any- 
thing that  would  reflect  on  the  good  name  of  the  force.  Men  are  being  continually 
sent  out  on  duty  singly  and  in  small  parties,  and  are  in  many  instances  sent  out 
on  detachment  away  from  all  control  of  their  officers.  The  univei-sal  good  conduct 
of  men  placed  in  such  positions  is,  I  think,  good  evidence  of  discipline,  and  shows 
that  the  men  have  a  respect  for  themselves  and  for  the  corps  to  which  they  belong. 

BBOREATION  ROOM. 

There  is  at  present  no  recreation  room  at  this  post,  or  any  means  whereby  men 
can  amuse  themselves  in  barracks,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  simple  gymnastic 
appliances  and  a  few  games  in  barrack  rooms.  Som^  papers  are  received,  but  a^ 
there  is  no  particular  place  where  thev  can  be  kept  they  do  not  last  long.  I  trust 
when  the  new  bairack  building  is  completed  that  a  i*oom  will  be  flttcd  up  as  a  i-ecre- 
ation  room,  and  well  supplied  with  papei^s  and  games  of  all  kinds. 

I  beg  to  forward  Assistant  Surgeon  Park's  report  to  30th  November  last. 
The  following  statements  are  attached  to  my  report : — 
Statement  of  cases  tried  in  district  by  Police  Officers. 
Statement  of  mileage  travelled  by  hoi'ses.     (Not  printed.) 
I  have  already  forwarded  a  map  showing  the  position  of  outposts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  MoILLEEE, 

Supt  Commanding  "E  "  Division. 
The  Commissioner, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
liegiua. 
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APPENDIX  D. 


ANNUAL  EBPORT  OF  SUPEKINTBNDENT  S.  OAGNON,  DEPOT 
DIVISION,  NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE,  1888. 

Eeoina,  December,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  30th  November, 
1888. 

I  assumed  command  of  the  Depot  Division  and  charge  of  the  Headquarters 
District  on  the  12th  of  May  last.  During  the  former  part  of  uie  year  this  district  was 
under  the  control  of  Superintendent  Deane,  and  after  him  Inspector  Norman. 

On  the  2'7th  June  last  elections  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Noi-tJi-West 
Terntories  were  held  in  the  district,  and  carried  out  in  a  very  peaceful  manner. 

Peace  and  quietness  have  prevailed  throughout  this  part' of  the  Territories  during 
the  year,  and  although  a  great  number  of  offenders  have  been  brought  to  justice  no 
serious  crimes  have  been  committed. 

James  Gaddy  and  Moise  Eacette,  two  half-breeds  extradited  fi-om  the  United 
States  for  the  murder  of  Hector  McLeish  in  May,  1887,  wei-e  executed  at  Begina  on 
the  13th  June  last. 

Large  quantities  of  liquor  brought  into  the  Territories  without  the  necessary 
permission  have  been  seized  and  destroyed,  and  several  offenders  againist  the  liquor 
law  brought  to  justice.  In  former  reports  I  had  the  honor  to  recommend  that  in 
liquor  cases  no  part  of  the  fine  imposed  be  given  to  our  constables  as  informer^s 
money,  and  I  again  respectfully  suggest  that  the  law  be  amended  to  that  effect.  It 
is  the  desire  of  most  of  our  men  that  this  be  done,  and  they  would  be  gratefhl  for 
such  a  change  as  would  prevent  their  being  charged  with  mercenary  objects  in  doing 
their  duty. 

Prairie  fires  have  been  fewer  and  less  destructive  this  year  than  formerly. 
Every  means  have  been  resorted  to  by  the  police  to  check  them.  Three  non  com- 
missioned officei's  have  been  specially  engaged  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer  travelling  though  the  district  to  bring  offenders  against  the  Prairie  Fire 
Oixlinance  to  justice  and  to  prevent  fires.  This  work  has  been  productive 
of  ffood  resultti,  as  out  of  nineteen  cases  brought  up  convictions  were  obtained 
in  fourteen.  On  many  occasions  the  men  at  the  different  outposts  have  tui-ned  out, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  settlei's  extinguished  fii*es  whicn  would  have  caused 
serious  damage  to  property. 

Eegulai*  patrols  from  the  diffeient  outposts  have  been  kept  up  during  the  year 
and  lai'ge  parties  from  headquarters  have  periodically  patrolled  tne  Indian  Eeser- 
vations  and  suiTounding  settlements. 

An  escort  was  supplied  to  the  Lieutenant-Grovenior  on  the  occasion  of  his 
aiTival,  and  guaixls  of  honor  on  the  occasion  of  his  taking  the  oath  of  office  and  at 
the  opening  of  the  fii*st  sitting  of  the  Legislative  Assembly.  These  duties  were 
performed  m  a  very  creditable  manner. 

The  oixiinary  escorts  have  been  supplied  to  the  Indian  Department  during  ttie 
annuity  payments,  and  on  one  occasion  a  special  patrol  under  Inspector  Drayner 
was  sent  to  Pile  Hills  where  some  Indians  were  giving  trouble  about  the  branding  of 
their  cattle.  On  the  arrival  of  this  patrol  at  the  roservation  all  the  Indians  sub- 
mitted peacefully  to  the  oixlers  of  the  Indian  Agent. 

The  discipline  and  conduct  of  the  men  of  the  division  has  been  remarkably 
good  during  the  past  year,  considering  that  most  of  them  were  recruits,  untrained 
and  uneducated  to  restraint. 
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DrilLj  for  recruits  have  been  kept  up  duiing  the  whole  of  the  yeai*,  and  when  the 
weather  permitted  genei*al  parades  for  inspection  and  field  movements  were  held 
weeklv! 

Target  practice  has  been  earned  out  as  fai*  as  possible,  with  good  i^esults,  the 
scoring  beeng  remarkably  good.  Of  this  a  record  is  kept  in  the  Adjutant's  office. 

The  physique  of  the  men  has  improved  consideraoly  within  the  last  few  years, 
and  the  men  coming  in  ai*e  well  adapted  for  the  arduouswork  of  the  force. 
One  hundred  and  thirty-three  recruits  joined  during  the  year. 
The  health  5f  the  men  has  been  very  good,  two  constables  only,  having  died 
in  hospital  dm*ing  the  last  twelve  months.    Twenty-one  men  have  been  invalided, 
but  of  these  a  considei*able  number,  taken  on  in  the  east,  had  to  be  invalided  shortly 
after  they  joined  headquai*ters.    The  amount  deposited  by  non-commissioned  officei's 
and  men  of  the  division  for  the  year,  in  the  Dominion  savings  bank,  amounted  to  $1,748. 
The  kit  and  clothing  issued  to  the  force  are  of  good  quality,  and  well  adapted 
to  the  requirements  of  the  service,  but  some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  outfitting 
recruits,  on  account  of  the  Quai*termaster's  stoi*es  not  oeing  fully  supplied  with  every 
article  required  at  all  times. 

The  arms  in  use  in  the  division  are  in  fair  order. 

The  saddlery  and  harness  are  of  good  quality  and  in  good  repair,  as  also  the 
transport. 

The  division  is  fairly  equipped  with  everything  required. 

The  comfort  and  appearance  of  the  barrack-rooms  might  be  improved  by 
replacing  the  wooden  cots  by  folding  i]*on  bedsteads. 

The  strength  of  the  Depot  Division  varies  almost  every  day  in  the  year,  drafts 
being  sent  to  ml  vacancies  in  other  divisions,  and  recruits  coming  in  all  the  time. 
On  me  30th  November  it  consisted  of  203  of  all  ranks  belonging  to  the  division, 
with  10  attached,  and  113  horses. 

The  division  was  inspected  at  regulai'  times  by  yourself  and  the  Inspecting 
Superintendent  during  the  year,  besides  the  ordinary  inspections  of  the  officer 
commanding  the  division. 

The  horses — ^most  of  them  "  bronchos  " — ^are  doing  well,  and  are  well  suited  for 
the  work  of  the  force.  An  improvement  might  be  made  by  having  a  certain  number 
of  steady  and  well  trained  old  norses  for  the  instruction  of  recruits.  The  hoi-ses  of 
the  division  have  travelled  72,407  miles  on  patrol  duty  during  the  last  six  months. 

A  recent  fire  in  the  Quartermaster's  department  has  shown  fully  how  insufficient 
our  fii-e  protection  would  be  in  case  of  a  large  fire.  The  water  supply,  especially 
daring  the  winter  months,  would  tail,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  pumping  it  out 
of  the  well.  A  tank  of  a  capacity  of  40,000  or  50,000  gallons  might  be  erected  over 
the  well  in  the  barrack  square.  This  tank,  fed  by  a  small  steam  engine,  would 
sopply  several  good  streams  during  a  long  enough  time  to  put  out  any  fii*e,  aud 
beside  the  steam  power  might  be  utilized  at  night  to  generate  electric  light  for  the 
barracks. 

A  good  substantial  bridge  was  erected  over  the  **  Wascana  "  duiing  the  summer, 
and  the  roads  inside  and  ai*ound  the  ban*acks  considerably  improved. 

Veterinaiy  Staff-Sergeant  Jenkins  was,  dui  ing  the  summer,  sent  to  the  Moose 
Mountain  Distiict  on  special  duty,  and  when  there  found  that  many  cases  of  glanders 
existed  amongst  horses,  this  infectious  disease  having  been  brought  from  the  United 
States.  On  his  recommendation  several  horses  wei'e  destroyed,l)ut  I  am  afraid  that 
the  disease  was  so  widely  spread  that  it  has  not  completely  disappeared. 

Attached  nlease  find  return  of  criminal  and  other  cases  tried.  Beturn  of 
distances  travelled  by  horses  (not  printed). 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  GAGNON, 
Superintendent  Commanding  Depot  Division 
The  Commissioner  And  Headquarters  District 

North-West  Mounted  Police,  Begina. 
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APPENDIX  E. 


ANNUAL  KEPORT  OF  SUPEEINTENDENT  P.  R.  NEALE,  NTJRTH-WBST 

MOUNTED  POLICE,  1888. 

"H"  Division,  North- West  Mounted  Police, 

Fort  Macleod,  Ist  December,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  this  district  for  the 
year  ending  30th  December,  1888. 

general  state  op  the  district. 

The  district  thix^ughout  the  year  has  been  extremely  quiet. 

CRIME. 

The  crimes  dealt  with  during  the  year  have  been,  with  a  few  exceptions,  of  a 
petty  natui'e,  and  mainly  attributable  to  drunkenness. 
The  exceptions  are : 

1.  The  case  of  one  Chai'les  Hutchings,  who,  on  the  14th  of  July,  fired  a  revolver 
through  the  window  of  a  stoi'e  in  Macleod. 

2.  A  case  against  one  Samuel  Bruai'd,  now  awaiting  trial  for  shooting  with 
intent  to  kill.  In  the  first  case  the  prisoner  was  drunk,  and  the  second  case  is  the 
result  of  an  old  family  quarrel  and  a  dispute  about  property. 

3.  An  Indian  arrested  for  hoi*se  stealing,  who  was  sentenced  to  three  years  in 
tlie  Penitentiary. 

PATROLS   AND   OUTPOSTS. 

During  the  winter  of  1887-88  men  were  stationed  at  the  following  places :  Pincber 
Creek,  St.  Maiys,  Stand  Off,  Piegan  Resei-ve,  and  the  Dry  Fork  of  the  Kootenai, 
and  when  the  weather  permitted  patrolled  in  the  vicinity  of  their  posts  daily,  and 
connected  with  each  other,  and  exchanged  I'eports  weekly.  As  soon  as  the  riven* 
broke  up  in  the  spring  outposts  were  established  in  the  Crows  Nest  Pass,  Pot  Hole 
Coulee,  Big  Bend  of  the  Belly  Eiver,  on  Cochrane's  Bange,  and  Kipp,  and  in  addition 
to  these  detachments  two  fiving  patrols,  one  working  to  the  soutn  and  the  other  to 
the  north,  consisting  altogether  of  two  officere  and  twenty  men,  wei*e  kept  constantly 
moving,  the  result  being  that  only  two  cases  of  cattle  killing  have  been  reported  and 
no  case  of  hoi*se  stealing. 

Two  Indians  were  arrested  for  being  concerned  in  cattle  killing,  but  as  do  one 
could  be  found  to  identify  the  hides  Mr.  Justice  Macleod  dismissed  the  prisoners ;  and 
when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  thei*e  are  some  2,500  Indians  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  largest  ranches  in  the  country,  I  submit  that  my  command  has 
been  very  successful  in  preventing  crime. 

The  corrected  map  which  I  have  ali*eady  foi-warded  shows  the  line  of  all  the 
patrols,  but  was  on  too  small  a  scale  for  me  to  show  the  wooded  portions  of  the 
country.  There  is  wood,  principally  poplar  and  willow,  in  every  river  bottom,  and 
eighteen  miles  along  Pincher  Creek  there  are  dense  clumps  of  nine;  feed  and 
water  can  be  obtained  on  every  route  of  travel.  The  Porcupine  Hills  also  contain 
a  quantity  of  fine  pine. 
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ASSISTANCE   TO   INDIAN   DEPARTMENT. 


An  escoiii  was  furnished  to  receive,  at  Lei  th bridge,  the  money  for  the  treaty 
payments,  as  also  an  escort  on  the  Blood  and  Piegan  Reserves  during  the  payments, 
which  passed  off  veiy  quietly. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   CUSTOMS   DEPARTMENT. 

Every  arrival  of  settlers  or  stock  has  been  promptly  reported  by  the  frontier 
detachments,  through  me,  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  this  post,  and  since  the 
arrival  of  Assistant  Vetrinaiy  Surgeon  Wroughton  that  officer  has  made  the  neces- 
sary inspections  under  the  quarantine  regulations. 

DISCIPLINE,   CONDUCT,   ETC. 

Duidn^  the  year  twelve  men  have  been  punished  for  drunkenness,  foui*  of  whom 
were  dismissed  the  force.  One  sergeant  and  two  corporals  were  reduced,  and 
one  constable  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment  for  allowing  a  prisoner 
to  escape,  part  of  which  sentence  you  afterwards  remitted.  Otheinvise  the  discipline 
and  conduct  of  the  men  has  been  very  good.  In  this  connection,  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  assistance  rendered '  me  by  Sergeant-Major  Alfred  Stewart,  of  "H" 
Division. 


The  command  has  been  thoroughly  drilled  in  mounted  infantry  exercises,  both 
mounted  and  dismounted. 

Eeturn  of  target  practice  of  "  H  "  Division  accompanies  this  I'eport  (not  printed). 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  division  was  not  relieved  fi^ora  outpost  duty  until  very 
late  in  the  season,  revolver  and  mounted  firing  practice  is  not  yet  completed. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  men  is  very  good,  although  I  do  not  think  the  average  height 
would  exceed  5  feet  8  inches,  which  1  think  is  quite  tall  enough  for  the  continuous 
mounted  work  entailed  on  men  stationed  in  this  district. 

RECRUITS. 

No  recruiting  has  taken  place  in  this  district. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  command  has  been  exceptionally  good  throughout  the  year. 

RATIONS. 

With  the  exception  of  some  tea  supplied  fi'om  Segina,  upon  which  a  special  report 
has  been  made,  the  rations  have  been  of  good  quality.  I  would  strongly  recommend 
that  nothing  but  compressed  tea  be  used  in  the  force.  It  is  easily  carried  on  horse- 
back, and  there  is  no  shrinkage. 

KITS,   CLOTHING,   ETC. 

With  the  exception  of  the  calf  coats,  a  few  of  which  were  supplied  me,  and  which 
have  proved  wortHess,  the  clothing  and  kit  is  of  good  quality. 

INCREASED   RATES   OP   PAY. 

All  men  of  "  H  "  Division  entitled  to  good-conduct  pay  during  the  year  have 
received  it. 
17—4 
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ARMS. 


The  aims  are  in  excellent  oixier,  but  as  regai-ds  the  unsuitability  of  the  Win- 
chester carbine  for  our  service,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  report  of  the  30th  of 
December,  1887. 


ARTILLERY. 


The  two  9-pounder  M.  L.  R.  guns  and  equipment  are  in  good  order,  with 
the  exception  or  a  few  unimportant  articles  of  harness,  which  have  ali^eady  been 
requisitioned  for.     There  aie  900  pounds  of  shot  and  shell  in  the  magazine. 

DESERTIONS. 

The  following  constables,  tempted  by  the  high  rate  of  wages  offered  by  the  con- 
tractors of  the  new  i-ailroad  in  Montana,  deserted  dunng  the  year,  but  one  of  them, 
Constable  Vickers,  did  not  succeed  in  reaching  his  destination*  being  found  disowned 
in  the  Kootenai  Eiver,  which  he  attempted  to  ford  dui'ing  high  water : 

No.  1882,  Aird,  M.,  deserted  10th  May,  1888. 

*^     1625,  Bunbury,  C.  J.        "  28th  July,  1888. 

"     1993,  Vickers,  E.  "  6th  June,  1888. 

''     1600,  Young,  J.  "         16th  July,'  1888. 

The  desertion  of  Constable  Young  was  a  particularly  bad  one.  He  was  selected  as 
a  reliable  man  to  accompany  Inspector  Chalmers  to  Dupuier  Creek,  Montana,  U.S., 
who  was  proceeding  there  to  recover  two  police  hoi'ses  which  hadsti^ayed  from  Maple 
Creek,  and  on  arrival  declined  to  return,  leaving  Inspector  Chalmers  to  drive  a  dis- 
tance of  210  miles  across  an  American  Indian  resei'vation  alone. 

savings'  bank  deposits. 

During  the  year  the  men  of  "  H  **  Division  deposited  in  the  Dominion  savings' 
bank  $2,598.80. 

inspection  of  "  H  "  division. 

The  division  was  inspected  by  the  Assistant-Commissioner  on  the  9th  of  January 
last,  and  has  been  inspected  by  me  monthly  during  the  year.  The  barracks  at  this 
post  have  been  inspected  by  youraelf  three  times  during  the  year. 

The  hospital  and  medical  stores  were  inspected  hj  the  senior  surgeon  on  the 
23rd  of  October. 

HORSES. 

The  actual  strength  of  the  division  in  horses  is  102,  there  being  T6  saddle  and  26 
team. 

At  the  present  time  the  horses  are  all  in  good  condition  and  free  fi»om  disease. 
The  .total  mileage  travelled  by  hoi'ses  of  the  division  on  patrol  during  the  year  was 
171,161  miles. 

SADDLERY  AND  HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  is  in  good  order.  The  wheel  harness,  which  was  old  when  issued 
to  me  in  1885,  requires  renewing. 

transport. 

The  transport  of  "  H  "   Division  is  all  in  good  oi*der. 

FORAQE. 

The  oats  supplied  by  the  contractors,  which  were  all  gi'own  in  the  vicinity,  have 
been  of  very  gooa  quality. 
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The  hay  is  not  of  good  quality,  nor'do  I  think  wild  hay  of  a  good  quality  will 
ever  he  obtained  in  this  disti'ict. 

STABLES. 

There  is  at  present  stable  accommodation,  including  infirmary  stable  and  a  lean-to 
buiit  against  the  waggon  shed,  for  ninety-eight  horses,  and  a  new  stable  is  in  course  of 
construction,  which  will  hold  Mty  more 

I  had  the  board  floor  taken  out  of  the  infinnary  stables,  and  the  same  should  be 
done  with  the  laree  stable,  but  owing  to  the  construction  and  size  of  the  building  I 
would  recommena  that  it  be  done  by  skilled  workmen. 

OENEBAL  EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  of  the  division  is  complete,  with  the  exception  of 
carbine  buckets  and  oandoliers,  forty-five  of  the  former  and  fifty-five  of  the  latter 
being  required. 

BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

The  baiTacks  are  in  fairly  good  oixler.    A  brick  magazine  is  badly  required  and 
brick  chimneys  are  required  on  the  officers*  quai'ters. 
:       The  barrack  furniture  is  serviceable. 

I  would  strongly  recommend,  however  that  folding  iron  cots  be  supplied.  This 
would  make  the  barrack-rooms  much  neater,  be  a  great  saving  of  lumber  and  give 
the  men  more  room  in  the  day  time  to  move  about. 

FUEL. 

The  post  is  supplied  with  coal  from  the  Gait  mines,  only  sufficient  wood  being 
purchased  for  use  at  the  bake-house. 

TELEPHONES. 

There  are  no  Grovemment  telephones  at  this  post. 

TELEORAPH  LINES. 

There  is  telegraph  communication  over  the  Gralt  line  to  all  points  on  the  line  of 
railways. 

FIRE  PROTECTION. 

The  fire  protection  at  this  post  is  very  inadequate.  The  water  in  the  well 
is  too  low  to  be  reached  by  the  suction  hose  of  the  engine.  In  the  summer 
a  supply  of  water  was  kept  in  baiTels,  placed  on  the  outside  of  pump 
house,  but  of  courae  these  had  to  be  emptied  directly  the  frost  came,  and  we  are  now 
entirely  dependent  on  buckets  and  eight  Babcocks  for  putting  out  fire,  should  one 
unfortunately  occur. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  for  the  horses  is  obtained  from  a  well  in  the  centre  of  the  square.  This  well 
is  only  28  feet  deep,  and  never  contains  more  than  4  feet  of  water,  and  as  it  fills  very 
slowly  there  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  barracks;  water  has,  therefore,  to  be 
drawn  from  a  spring  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  hill,  about  600  yards  from  the  barracks 
which  necessitates  the  constant  employment  of  two  men  and  four  horaes. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Save  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  post,  the  roads  are  very  good. 

There  is  only  one  bridge  in  the  whole  district,  built  over  a  small  stream  one  mile 
this  side  of  Pinch er  Creek.  I  suppose  no  district  in  the  Territories  is  more  in  want 
of  bridges  than  this.  To  go  from  here  to  the  Leavings,  my  northern  detachment,  the 
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"  Old  Man's  River  '*  and  "  Willow  Creek  "  have  to  be  crossed ;  to  go  to  Stand  Off,  thfr 
Kootenai,  one  of  the  most  dangerous  rivera  in  the  countiy,  must  oe  forded ;  to  get  to 
the  St.  Mary's  detachment  or  Pot  Hole,  we  have  to  cross  th^  Kootenai,  Belly  and 
St.  Mary's  rivers ;  to  get  to  Lethbridge  we  have  to  cross  the  "  Old  Man  "  and  the  feelly, 
the  latter  in  one  of  its  most  dangerous  parts ;  while  to  go  to  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass,  the 
South  and  Middle  Forks  of  the  "  Old  Man's  River,"  which  for  four  months  in  the 
yeai'  are  simply  mountain  torrents,  have  to  be  forded,  to  say  nothing  of  Pincher 
Creek,  which,  with  heavy  loads,  in  order  to  get  a  good  road,  has  to  be  crossed  twice 
between  here  and  the  village  thereon. 

FERRIES. 

There  are  good  ferry  boats  at  both  Lethbridge  and  Kipp,  but  when  they  are 
most  needed,  when  the  rivers  are  at  flood,  their  owners  will  not  run  them  for  fear  of 
breaking  their  cables.  There  is  also  a  small  one  on  the  Old  Man's  River  here,  but  it 
is  not  at  all  a  safe  one. 

LIQUOR  LAW. 

Nearly  all  classes  of  the  community  in  this  district  are  antagonistic  to  the  exist- 
ing liquor  laws,  and  there  are  veiy  few  indeed  who  will  not  assist  in  the  smugglings 
of  liquor. 

SETTLERS. 

Several  settlers  have  during  the  past  year  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Macleod,  and 
have  broken  up  land.  The  Mormon  settlement  on  Lee's  Creek  has  largely  increased 
and  is  steadily  increasing.  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  the  settle- 
ment contained  125  souls.  They  appear  to  be  conforming  to  our  laws.  They  do  a 
large  business  in  dairy  produce,  which,  in  order  to  avoid  crossing  the  Kootenai 
River,  they  take  to  Lethbridge. 

CROPS. 

The  crops  throughout  the  district,  consisting  principally  of  oats  and  potatoes^ 
have  been  excellent.  Two  farmers  near  Pincher  Creek  tried  the  expeiiment  of  sow- 
ing timothy,  and  have  been  so  successful  that  they  intend  to  go  into  it  extensively 
next  year.  A  small  crop  of  wheat  has  been  raised  on  one  or  two  farms,  but  there 
being  no  mill  here  there  is  no  demand  for  it,  save  for  feeding  poultiy. 

RANCHING  PROSPECTS. 

I  am  informed  that  the  ranching  prospects  are  extremely  bright,  and  certainly 
the  cattle  look  remarkably  well.  Although  it  has  been  very  cold,  there  is  at  the  pre- 
sent time  no  snow  on  the  ground  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  ranchers  having 
an  open  winter. 

QAME. 


I  and  geese  were  plentiful  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  and  prairie  chickens- 
jund  in  great  numbers  on  the  St.  Mary's,  and  Kootenai  Rivers.    There  are 


Ducks  i 
are  to  be  found 

plenty  of  blue  grouse  in  the  mountains  and  abundance  of  bi'ook  and  salmon  trout. 
I  have  not  yet  heai-d  of  any  big  game  being  shot. 

I  may  mention  that  the  game  laws  ai'e  very  stnctly  enforced  by  all  the 
settlers. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  have  been  remaikably  quiet.  Some  little  excitement  was  caused  on. 
the  Blood  Reserve  in  April,  when  the  body  of  an  Lidian  named  "  Bull  Shoe,"  who  had 
been  missing  with  his  squaw  since  the  previous  October,  was  found  in  the  bed  of  the 
Belly  River  with  a  bullet  hole  through  his  head ;  but  it  happening  that  on  the  night 
of  the  inquest  a  number  of  horses  were  run  off  from  the  reserve  by  a  party  of  Ajne- 
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rican  Indians,  the  attention  of  the  Bloods  was  diverted,  and  they  appeared  to  forget 
all  about  "  Bull  Shoe  "  in  their  eagerness  to  recover  their  stock. 

On  the  4th  of  May  the  body  of  the  squaw  was  found  below  Kipp.  She  had  also 
<iied  from  the  effect  of  bullet  holes  in  the  head,  but  of  this  discovery  the  Bloods  took 
no  notice,  and  I  think  the  matter  has  since  altogether  passed  from  their  minds. 

The  circumstances  attending  these  mui*ders,  together  with  the  names  of  the  sus- 
pected parties,  have  already  been  specially  reported  to  you. 

Both  Bloods  and  Piegans  now  have  a  veiy  wholesome  respect  for  the  Police 
and  I  have  no  difficulty  at  all  in  making  aiTests  even  in  the  large  camps  on  the 
Blood  Reserve. 

The  North  Piegans  are  the  quietest  and  best  behaved  Indians  I  have  ever  had 
anything  to  do  with. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  both  tribes  take  every  opportunity  of  getting  drunk,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  prevent  their  getting  the  hop  beer  manufactured  both  here  and  at 
Lethbridge.  I  have  made  various  seizures  of  this  beer,  but  Assistant  Surgeon  Powell 
carefully  analized  it,  and  it  was  pronounced  by  that  officer  non-intoxicating. 

There  are  no  half-breeds  in  tne  district,  except  those  resident  here  for  some  time. 
A  few  whose  names  were  reported  to  you  passed,  during  the  summer,  from  the  south 
•en  route  to  Calgary,  where  they  propose  to  settle. 

PRAIRIE  FIRKS. 

During  the  year  six  incipient  prairie  fires  were  extinguished  by  the  command, 
none  of  which  did  any  damage. 

GENERAL  WORK. 

Up  to  the  30th  of  April  last  the  division  stationed  at  Lethbi'idge  and  patrolling 
fi"om  thence  to  the  western  outposts  of  "  A  *'  Division  was  under  my  command.  I 
presume  the  officer  now  commanding  "  K  "  Division  will  report  on  the  work  up  to 
that  date  of  what  is  now  the  Lethbridge  district. 

The  general  work  of  Macleod  district  has  been  as  follows : —     ^ 

The  town  of  Macleod  has  been  patrolled  night  and  day;  the  patrol  have  a 
comfortable  house,  and  have  done  very  good  service,  having  completely  checked  the 
rowdyism  which  was  wont  to  obtain. 

On  the  2l8t  of  December,  1887,  Sergeant  S.  Hetherington  in  charge  of  Stand  Off, 
found  and  seized  70  gallons  of  whiskey,  which  was  destroyed  on  the  22nd. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1888,  having  been  oixiered  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
to  arrest  an  Indian  named  "  Deer  Foot "  alias  "  Bad  Dried  Meat,"  who  had  escaped 
from  the  custody  of  the  Police  in  the  Calgary  district,  I  despatched  Scout  Giveen  to 
search  for  the  Indian  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Piegan  Keserve.  Giveen  found  an  Indian 
answering  "  Deer  Foot's  "  description,  and  arrested  him.  Tho  Indian  broke  away, 
received  a  rifle  from  his  squaw,  who  ran  towards  him  with  it,  got  to  the  top  of  a 
cut-bank  and  pointed  the  rifle  at  Giveen,  who  fired  his  revolver,  wounded  the  Indian 
in  the  thigh  and  brought  him  into  baiTacks,  where  he  was  taken  into  hospital  and 
^very  attention  paid  him.  It  turned  out  afterwai'ds  that  the  Indian  is  "Deer  Foot's  " 
brother,  to  whom  he  bore  a  very  close  resemblance.  An  investigation  was  held  and 
the  Indian  compensated,  and  Giveen,  who  was  only  acting  in  self-defence,  was 
acquitted  of  all  blame. 

At  2:45  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  January  I  sent  Inspector  Chalmers, 
^with  thirty  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  to  the  Blood  Reserve  (distant  nine- 
teen miles;  to  endeavor  to  arrest  an  escaped  convict  named  "  The  Dog."  The  thermo- 
meter stood  19^  when  the  party  started,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Stand  Off,  about  four 
houi*s  af1:erward8,  it  stood  36^  ;  several  men  were  badly  frostbitten,  and  four  con- 
stables, Brennan,  Dalton,  Chessie  and  Welsh,  so  severely  that  they  had  to  be  left  at 
the  Stand  Off  detachment.  The  expedition  was  a  fruitless  one,  some  other  Indian 
having  been  mistaken  for  "  The  Dog'*  by  my  informant.  The  men  mentioned  above 
All  recovered. 
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On  the  2nd  of  February  the  chiefs  of  the  Blood  and  Piegan  Nations  came  in  to 
meet  Messrs.  Pocklington  (Indian  Agent,  Bloods)  and  Springett  (Indian  Agent, 
Piegans)  to  talk  over  the  shooting  bv  scout  Giveen,  of  the  Indian  "  Bad  Dried  Meat." 
The  conference  lasted  four  hours  and  ended  quite  amicably,  the  head  chiefs  admitting 
that  the  shooting  of  "  Bad  Dried  Meat "  was,  to  use  their  own  exprestfion,  "  an 
accident."    There  were  present  at  this  interview  about  250  Indians. 

On  the  11th  of  Februaiy  Chief  "  Crow  Foot,"  four  minor  chiefs  and  twenty 
Blackfeet  arrived  en  route  to  the  South  Piegans.  "  Crow  Foot,"  being  very  ill,  I  admitted 
him  to  hospital,  where  he  remained  until  the  15th,  when,  having  recovered,  he 
resumed  his  journey  south,  returning  on  his  way  to  his  reserve  on  10th  March. 

On  the  14th  of  April  I  received  a  report  that  ex-Constable  J.  B.  Dunbar  had  been 
drowned  in  the  "  Old  Man's  Kiver."  I  at  once  sent  men  to  search  the  Eiver,  and  the 
body  was  eventually  found  on  the  23rd,  and  buried  on  the  24th. 

On  the  6th  of  May  Mr.  Pocklington,  Indian  Agent,  Blood  Reserve,  i-eported  to 
me  that  a  number  of  horses  had  been  stolen  from  the  Blood  Reserve  on  the  night  of 
the  5th.  I  immediately  wired  the  officer  commanding  Fort  Assinaboine,  Montana, 
and  on  the  10th  Colonel  Otis  replied  that  he  had  recovered  them,  and  they  were  sub- 
sequently handed  over  to  an  officer  of  "  A  "  Division  at  Kennedy's  Crossing,  on  Milk 
Biver,  and  restored  to  the  Bloods. 

On  the  14th  of  May  Staff-Sergeant  Davis,  commanding  a  flying  patrol  working 
south  of  the  Blood  Reserve,  recovered  twenty-seven  head  of  horses,  which  haa 
evidently  been  driven  off  from  Strong's  ranche  by  some  Gros  Ventres,  who  had  been 
seen  in  the  vicinity,  and  handed  them  over  to  Mr.  Strong,  their  owner. 

On  the  27th  May  I  left  here  at  night  with  a  party  to  search  for  horses  reported 
to  have  been  stolen  by  a  party  of  Bloods  from  the  Gros  Ventres  in  Montana.  I 
arrested  four  Indians  and  recovered  seven  of  the  horses.  Chief  "Red  Crow,"  the 
same  day,  brought  in  and  suiTcndered  his  son  for  being  concerned  in  the  theft,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days  I  recovered  seven  more  horses  which  were  stolen  from 
Montana  settlers,  and  received  sixteen  of  the  Gros  Ventres  horses  which  Mr.  Pock- 
lington had  reclvered. 

The  twenty-three  Gros  Ventres  horses  were  passed  down  the  patrol  line  and 
handed  over  to  the  United  States  authorities  at  Kennedy's  Post,  and  seven  were 
handed  over  to  a  Mr.  Corcoran,  who  came  from  Montana  to  claim  them. 

On  the  31st  of  May  a  Blood  Indian  gave  himself  up  for  being  concerned  in  the 
theft  of  horses  fi'om  the  Gros  Ventres. 

The  Indians  concerned  were  tried  by  Mi\  Justice  Macleod  on  the  13th  of  June, 
and  three  of  them  sentencd  to  three  months  hard  labor  for  bringing  stolen  property 
into  Canada,  and  the  remainder  discharged  with  a  caution. 

On  the  6th  of  June  Inspector  Piercy,  with  sixteen  men  and  twenty-two  horses 
of  "  G  "  Division,  joined  the  command  for  patrol  duty. 

On  the  13th  it  was  reported  that  an  Indian  had  killed  a  squaw  on  the  Blood 
Reserve,  but  on  enquiry  it  proved  to  be  accidental,  and  the  Indian  who  shot  her  left 
for  Montana  and  has  not  since  been  seen,  and  the  woman  shot  did  not  die. 

On  the  24th  and  26th  Assistant  Veterinaiy-Surgeon  "Wroughton  destroyed  two 
glandered  horses,  the  property  of  settlers.  These  are  the  only  cases  of  glanders 
reported  this  year. 

On  the  lith  of  August  transport  was  sent  as  far  as  possible  into  the  Crow's  Nest 
Pass  to  meet  "  D  "  Division,  which  arrived  here  under  command  of  Superintendent 
Steele  on  the  17th. 

On  the  22nd  Inspector  Piercy  was  relieved  from  patrol  and  left;  for  Fort 
Saskatchewan  with  his  detachment. 

On  the  23rd  nine  horses  which  had  been  reported  stolen  from  the  Stoney  Indians 
on  the  6th  of  June,  and  recoved  in  the  district,  were  handed  over  to  the  Stonies  from 
Morlev. 

The  Honorable  Mackenzie  Bowell,  Minister  of  Customs,  arrived  here  this  day^ 
and  left  on  the  24th  for  Calgary,  being  provided  with  Police  transport. 
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On  the  30th  the  command  was  turned  out  at  midnight  to  a  fire  at  the  east  end 
of  the  town,  where  a  hay  stack  and  building  were  burning,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  water  the  property  was  totally  destroyed. 

On  the  10th  of  September  you  inspected  "  D  *'  Division. 

On  the  12th  we  experienced  the  most  severe  wind  storm  of  the  season ;  many 
tents  in  "  D"  Division  cainp  were  blown  down  and  the  tents  of  the  detachment  at 
the  Big  Bend  of  the  Belljr  ifiver  were  blown  literally  to  ribbons. 

On  the  15th  "  D  "  Division  moved  into  barracks,  and  on  the  16th  sent  out  detach- 
ment to  relieve  those  of  "  H." 

On  the  12th  of  October,  in  accordance  with  a  telegram  from  Calgary,  a  half-breed 
named  Charles  Whitford  was  apprehended  and  sent  to  Calgary  under  escort. 

On  the  ITth  there  was  such  a  severe  snow  storm  that  I  deemed  it  necessaiy  to 
bring  the  herd  into  barracks.    It,  however,  only  lasted  one  night. 

On  the  20th  a  Blood  Indian,  named  "  Sam  Bedson,"  was  captured  by  Corporal 
Waite  and  Indian  Scout  "  Calf  Shirt,"  and  on  the  24th  was  arraigned  before  Mr. 
Justice  Macleod  for  horse  stealing,  and  sentenced  to  three  years  in  the  Manitoba 
Penitentiary,. 

The  following  stolen  and  strayed  horses  have  been  recovered  by  my  command 
during  the  year  and  handed  over  to  their  owners  : — 

For  Blood  Indians 27 

Crees 15 

Stonies 9 

Gros  Ventres 21 

F.  Strong,  Macleod 21 

Messrs.  O'Hara  and  Corcoran,  Montana 

Mr.  Turner,  Lethbridge 

Mr.  McNabb,  Slide  Out 

Mr.  Moss,  Morley 

Mr.  White,  Slide  Out 

Mr.  McDongall,  Macleod 

Ml*.  McCullough,  Pincher  Creek 

Mr.  Lavasseur,  Pincher  Creek 

Mr.  J,  B.  Smith,  Macleod 

E.  K.  Kichards,  Macleod 

Halifex  Eanche 2 

Total 118 

Two  cases  of  house-breaking  close  to  the  settlements  were  reported  in  October. 
In  one  case  a  good  deal  of  bedding,  &g.,  was  stolen,  a  description  of  which  is  in  the 
hands  ot  detachements,  In  the  other  case  a  ham  and  a  quantity  of  rolled  bacon  were 
the  only  things  taken.  In  both  cases  tea  and  sugar  were  left  behind,  so  I  attribute  the 
act  to  white  men. 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

The  Mounted  Infantry  Book  does  not  go  nearly  enough  into  detail  to  enable  young 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  to  learn  their  work  from  it. 

A  uniform  system  of  prison  discipline,  with  a  dietry  scale,  should  also  be  laid 
down,  and  prison  clothing  supplied.  There  has  been  none  at  this  post,  to  my  knowledge, 
for  the  last  three  years.  I  would  suggest  that  in  eveiy  guard-room  a  desk  and  a  dock 
be  built,  the  latter  for  the  reception  of  civilian  prisoners  when  an-ested,  and  that 
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•  instead  of  the  present  cumbereome  system  of  taking  an  information  and  giving  a 
warrant  against  a  man  for  simple  drunkenness,  the  method  in  oi*dinary  police 
stations,  namely,  that  of  having  a  charge  sheet,  on  which  the  pi'isoner  is  fully  described 
and  the  charge  against  him  set  forth,  and  which  chai'ge  is  signed  by  the  prosecutor 
and  the  non-commissioned  officer  taking  such  chai'ge,  be  adopted. 

I  find  that  one  of  the  main  causes  of  desei-tion  from  the  force  is  that  men 
applying  for  their  discharges  by  purchase  have  to  wait  many  months  before  they  are 
accorded  the  pnvilege. 

The  ternble  monotony  of  the  life,  especially  dunng  winter,  tends  to  make  the 
men  veiy  discontented,  they  are  thrown  altogether  on  their  own  resources  at  nearly 
all  the  outposts,  their  recreation  rooms  contain  nothing  but  a  few  papera,  and 
occasionally  a  few  volumes  of  the  Seaside  Librair,  which  soon  become  destroyed. 
A  good,  cheap  collection  of  8ti*ongly-bound  books,  books  that  could  be  safely  sent  to 
the  various  detachments,  would  be  a  great  boon,  and  with  a  comfortable,  plainly 
furnished  recreation  room,  would,  I  think,  tend  to  keep  many  of  the  men  out  of 
trouble. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  officers'  mess  at  this  post  consists  of  a  bare  I'oom, 
with  a  deal  table  and  a  half  dozen  common  chairs,  so  that  the  officei's  accepting 
hospitality  from  the  settlers,  as  they  must  do,  have  no  place  but  their  bedi'ooms  to 
ask  their  fnends  into.  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  do  something  for  them,  a«  also  for 
the  sergeants,  who  are  similarly  situated.  As  both  officers  and  sergeants  change  so 
frequently,  it  is  manifestly  unfair  to  expect  them  to  furnish  the  messes  themselves. 

I  trust  you  will  not  think  I  am  going  out  of  my  province  if  I  made  a  suggestion 
in  regard  to  the  artilUery  equipment  in  possession  of  the  force.  It  is  now  very 
much  scattered,  and  no  division  carrying  out  the  present  system  of  pati'ol  has  men 
eiiough  to  keep  up  an  artillery  detachment,  which,  to  be  of  any  use,  must  be 
thoroughly  drilled  to  its  work  and  instructed  in  the  nature  and  use  of  the  projectiles. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  concentrate  all  the  9-pounders  at  some  point  on  the 
railroad,  have  men  permanently  told  off  to  man  them  under  artillery  officers, 
several  of  whom  are  m  the  force,  and  so  have  a  batteiy  ready  to  move  any  where  at 
short  notice. 

The  whole  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  E.  NEALB, 

Superintendent,  Commanding  Mdcleod  District, 
The  Commissioner 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 
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APPENDIX  F. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  SUPEEINTENDBNT  E.  B.  DEANE,  "K"  DIVISION, 
NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE,  1888. 

Lethbridoe,  30th  November,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  render  the  annual  report  to  date  of  "  K  "  Division 
of  the- North-West  Mounted  Police. 

In  accordance  with  your  oi*der,  I  handed  over  the  command  of  the  Depot 
Division  at  Eegina,  and  proceeded  hither  in  sufficient  time  to  take  over  the  command 
of  Ckis  division  on  the  Ist  of  May. 

Your  memorandum  of  the  2l8t  of  April  defined  the  limits  of  "  K  "  Division  to  be 
from  Kipp,  in  the  west,  to  the  western  limit  of  the  country  pati*olled  by  "  A " 
Division  in  the  east. 

GENERAL   STATE   OF   THE   DISTRICT. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  district  has  been  remarkably  quiet  and 
free  from  cnme.  By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  country  thus  designated  is,  of  course, 
unpopulated,  and  outside  of  Lethbridge  there  is  little  or  no  settlement,  but  the  town 
itself  is  in  a  most  prosperous  condition.  Money  is  abundant,  trade  is  good,  and  the 
numerous  buildings,  which  are  springing  up  on  every  side,  are  a  sufficient  index  to'the 
well-bq^ng  and  advancement  of  the  place. 

The  large  body  of  miners  keep  pretty  much  to  themselves,  and  are  orderly  and 
well-conducted. 

CRIME. 

The  following  list  comprises  all  complaints  of  oifences  which  have  arisen  within 
the  district  between  the  Ist  May  and  the  30th  November,  1888 : — 

Oifences  against  the  person 12 

Malicious  injuries  to  property 4 

Larceny 7 

Horse-stealing 6 

Illicit  liquor  traffic 9 

Miscellaneous 16 

The  offences  included  in  the  first  heading  are  mainly  assault  cases.  Many  of 
them  arose  from  a  drunken  riot  in  the  Hungarian  miners'  quarter  on  the  occasion  of 
ft  wedding  there,  and  others  were  fights  between  miners,  all  of  which  were  disposed 
of  by  the  courts. 

I  have  not  included  the  case  of  Max  Hopp^,  who,  for  murdering  John  Adams 
in  the  United  States,  was  arrested  by  the  detachment  at  "Wnting-on-Stone,  and  sub- 
sequently handed  over  to  the  United  States  authorities  under  warrant  of  extradition. 

The  four  complaints  as  to  malicious  injuries  to  property  include  a  case  of  break- 
ing windows  by  Indians,  and  three  cases  of  cattle-killing,  one  of  which,  however, 
i^ould  not  be  verified. 
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The  occupants  of  a  hop-beer  brewery  in  the  river  bottom  refused  to  sell  beer  to 
some  Indians  who  demanded  admittance  late  one  night,  and  who  thereupon  broke  the 
windows  of  the  house  in  revenge.  Two  Indians,  against  whom  we  had  something 
more  than  suspicion,  were  arrested  and  brought  up,  but  the  brewery  people  could  not 
identify  them ;  so  nothing  more  could  be  done. 

On  the  20th  July  complaint  was  made  by  the  managers  of  the  St.  Louis  and 
Cypress  Cattle  Companies  that  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  Indians  were  killing 
cattle  on  their  ranges,  and  I  despatched  Sergeant  Blake  and  a  small  party  to  investi- 

fate.     They  made  a  thorough  search  of  that  section  of  country  but  were  unable  to 
nd  any  traces  of  cattle  having  been  killed,  nor  could  they  find  any  Indians,  although 
they  followed  up  the  direction  in  which  they  were  supposed  to  have  gone.     One  com- 

Elaint  had  stated  that  the  cow-boys  were  afraid  to  ride  the  mnge  on  account  of 
Qdians,  but  when  Sergeant  Blake  mentioned  it  they  laughed  the  idea  to  scorn.  As 
a  rule,  cow-boys  are  not  afflicted  with  such  timidity. 

A  genuine  case  of  cattle-killing  occurred  about  three  and  a-half  miles  from  here, 
on  the  night  or  early  morning  of  the  27th  August,  when  a  calf  belonging  to  Mr. 
Henderson  was  found  killed,  shot  through  the  head,  its  throat  cut,  tongue  cut  out, 
and  hind  quarter  cut  off.  # 

Sergeant  Ross  immediately  started  off  with  a  party,  but  met  with  no  success. 
There  had  been  several  cattle  round  the  spot  and  no  trail  was  distinguishable. 
Sergeant  Ross  scouted  towards  Chin  Coulee,  and  from  there  to  Grassy  Lake,  where 
he  saw  signs  of  five  Indian  lodges  four  or  five  days  old.  Here  some  railway  men 
told  him  they  had  seen  two  Indians  on  the  24th  and  25th,  but  could  give  him  no 
more  information. 

It  is  probable  that  this  calf  was  killed  by  a  Blood  Indian,  known  as  "  Sam 
Bedson  "  who,  having  stolen  four  horses  from  a  Cree  at  Medicine  Hat,  bi'oke  into  and 
robbed  the  section  house  at  Winnifred  on  the  23rd,  inst.,  and  who  might  well  have 
committed  this  act  of  devilment  on  his  way  to  the  resei-ve. 

On  the  15th  October  another  complaint  was  made  by  the  St.  Louis  and  Cypress 
Cattle  Companies'  ranchmen  that  Indians  had  killed  some  of  their  cattle,  ai^  I  sent 
out  Sergeant  Walsh  and  a  party  to  arrest  the  offender,  if  possible. 

On  his  return  Sergeant  Walsh  reported : — 

"  I  went  with  two  men  of  the  Cypress  Cattle  Company's  ranch  to  where  a  cow 
had  been  killed,  as  they  believed,  by  Indians.  I  saw  the  carcase  of  the  animal,  which 
was  lying  on  the  edge  of  the  river.  The  hide  had  been  stripped  off  and  carried  away, 
and  the  meat  had  been  stripped  off  the  bones,  leaving  nothmg  but  the  skeleton  :  part 
of  the  heart  was  stuck  upon  one  of  the  horns.  The  employes  of  the  i-anche 
returned  home  and  I  crossed  the  Belly  River,  and  went  in  the  direction  where 
I  supposed  the  Indians  were  camped.  I  followed  the  liver  bank  fo»  about  two  miles 
and  could  see  if  any  Indians  were  camped  by  the  river.  I  came  to  a  bigcoul^  which 
runs  out  from  the  river  for  about  half  a  mile,  and  as  we  could  not  cross  it  I  followed 
it  up  from  the  river  and  crossed  at  its  head.  I  saw  a  waggon  trail,  which  I  directed 
two  of  the  party  to  follow ;  and  I  and  another  man  went  in  the  direction  of  the  river 
and  looked  in  coulees  and  river  bottoms,  but  could  not  see  any  trace  of  Indians.  I 
came  upon  a  place  where  they  had  been  camped  a  few  days  previous,  as  I  thought 
by  the  look  of  the  camp.  I  did  not  find  any  traces  of  meat  or  any  part  of  the  hide 
round  the  camp.  There  were  lots  of  traces  of  antelope  meat,  by  the  numerous  heads 
which  I  saw  lying  on  the  pi*airie.  I  followed  the  Belly  Kiver  for  twenty-five  miles  down 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Bow  River,  and  searched  all  the  coulees  and  river  bottoms 
where  I  thought  they  would  camp.  I  then  camped  for  the  night  and  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  the  Ualt  railroad  next  morning." 

A  patrol  which,  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  round  the  above  mentioned 
neighborhood  and  has  made  exhaustive  enquiries,  reports  that  no  Indians  have  been 
seen  there  for  a  month. 

The  strength  of  my  division  did  not  permit  of  it  this  summer,  but  next  year  it 
would  be  advisable  to  station  a  small  outpost  at  or  near  the  month  of  the  Little  Bow, 
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so  as  to  intercept  Indians  moving  off  their  reserve  into  the  ranges  occupied  by  the 
cattle  in  question. 

The  six  complaints  of  larceny,  in  which  the  offenders  have  been  brought  to 
justice,  call  for  no  special  comment,  except,  perhaps,  the  case  of  "  Sam.  Bedson,**  the 
JBlood  Indian  previously  referred  to.  This  Indian  stole  several  articles  from  the 
section  house  at  Winnifred  while  the  occupants  were  away,  and  for  some  time  we 
could  get  no  clue  to  the  thief.  The  finding  of  a  cashmere  neck-kerchief  in  possession 
of  an  Indian  was  the  means  of  putting  us  on  the  trail  of  the  thief,  who  was  subse- 
quently sent  to  the  Penitentiary  for  three  years. 

Edward  Austin  was  brought  in  on  the  27th  November  from  Milk  Eiver  Eidge, 
having  been  given  into  custody  there  for  stealing  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle  and 
overcoat  in  Lethbridge  on  the  4th  November.  Immediately  he  had  stolen  the 
ai'ticles,  the  property  of  different  people,  he  rode  off  across  the  line,  but  was  followed 
by  the  horse's  owner,  who  found  him  at  a  ranche  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  on  the 
other  side.  The  stolen  horse  it  appeal's  had  got  away  from  him  and  the  ranchmen  fetched 
his  saddle,  &c.,  from  where  he  was  thus  set  afoot,  about  ten  miles  from  the  ranohe. 
Mr.  Tom  Percel,  the  owner  of  the  horse,  having  explained  his  errand,  the  saddle  and 
bridle  were  taken  charge  of  by  the  foreman,  and  the  next  morning  Austin  stole  the 
saddle  again  and  hid  it,  stowing  himself  away  in  a  root  house.  Upon  hearing  of 
this  audacious  theft  the  ranchmen  turned  out  and  the  culprit  was  soon  unearthed. 
Asked  why  he  stole  the  saddle,  which  could  be  of  no  use  to  him  without  a  hoi^se,  he 
guessed  that  he  meant  to  steal  a  horse  as  well.  The.  question  then  ai*ose  as  to 
whether  he  should  be  sent  to  Benton  or  whether  the  i*anchmen  should  *^deal  with 
him  "  themselves.  Neither  alternative  appeared  to  suit  the  prisoner,  for  he  said  he 
would  rather  come  back  to  this  side  of  the  line,  which  he  did  with  Mr.  Percel,  and 
was  given  in  charge  of  the  fii*st  Police  post.  I  now  hear  that  Austin,  popularly 
known  as  "  The  Kid,"  presumably  on  account  of  his  age,  which  cannot  be  more  than 
twenty  or  twenty-one,  came  into  this  country  on  a  horse  which  he  stole  at  Benton 
and  sold  here— so  ho  was  doubtless  right  in  conjectunng  that  his  shrift  would  be 
short  if  he  prolonged  his  stay  on  the  southern  side  of  the  international  boundary. 

There  have  been  eleven  complaints  of  horse-stealing  in  this  district  since  the 
Ist  May.  Of  these  missing  horses,  however,  some  were  found  to  have  merelv  strayed, 
and  seven  of  them  have  been  recovered.  Of  the  four  still  unaccounted  for,  one  is 
that  stolen  by  Austin  from  Mr.  Percel,  which  may  yet  be  recovered,  one  is  at  large, 
having  been  seen  by  its  owner  in  a  wild  state,  since  it  was  stolen  by  and 
broke  away  from  an  !uidian  (identity  unknown),  and  of  the  other  two  I  am  in  hopes 
that  we  may  heai*  something  ere  long. 

On  the  24th  October  a  Blood  Indian  named  "  Mike  "  laid  an  information  against 
a  Blackfoot  for  stealing  his  horse.  "  Mike  "  recovered  his  horse  and  the  Blackfoot  is 
now  serving  three  months*  imprisonment  here. 

While  on  the  subject  of  horees,  I  may  say  that,  irrespective  of  the  foregoing, 
twenty-three  horses  have  been  recovered  by  the  division  during  the  past  summer  and 
returned  to  their  owners,  some  of  them  in  the  United  States. 

In  connection  herewith,  I  beg  to  quote  the  following  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
the  President  of  the  Temtorial  iroard  of  Stock  Commissioners  in  Montana : — 

"Montana  Stock  Growers'  Association, 

"  Secretary's  Office,  Helena,  Montana,  Ist  Sept.,  1888. 
"  Supt.  E.  B.  Dbanb, 

*      "  North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Lethbridge,  N.W.T. 

**  Dear  Sir, — ^At  the  August  meeting  of  the  Montana  Stock  Growers'  Association, 
and  also  of  the  Territorial  ]^ard  of  Stock  Commissioners,  a  resolution  was  passed 
giving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police, 
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and  also  to  the  Canadian  authonties  generally,  for  assistance  given  to  many  of  the 
citizens  of  Montana  in  recovering  horses  stolen  from  our  tei-ritory. 

"  Please  accept  the  assurance  of  our  appreciation  of  courtesies  received  at  your 
hands,  which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  reciprocate  in  the  future. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"  GRANVILLE  STUART, 

"  President  Territorial  Board  of  Stock  Commissioners." 

With  regai-d  to  illicit  liquor  traffic,  perhaps  the  less  said  the  better.  It  would 
be  idle  to  deny  that  illicit  liquor  is  plentiful,  and  still  more  idle  to  pretend  that  it  can 
be  suppressed.  The  utmost  that  can  be  done,  and  to  this  we  have  devoted  much 
time  and  attention,  is  to  keep  it  from  obtruding  itself  on  public  notice  and  causing 
annoyance  to  the  public.  Any  pereon  who  wants  a  drink,  and  knows  where  to  go, 
can  get  it  without  any  difficulty  whatever,  but  an  informer  will  not  run  the  risk  of 
social  ostracism,  which  would  surely  overtake  him.  The  main  point  to  be  i^gretled 
is  that  wholesome  Jiquor  is  not  obtainable,  in  place  of  the,  fiery  poison  which  is  so 
largely  imported  from  the  States. 

On  the  19th  June  Sergt.  Macdonell,  at  Milk  River  Ridge,  found  the  trail  of  a 
whiskey  outfit,  and  followed  it  until  darkness  compelled  him  to  camp  for  the  night 
As  soon  as  daylight  served  he  renewed  the  pursuit  next  morning,  and  ai-rived  in 
Lethbridge  at  5  o'clock.  He  found  the  waggon  empty  in  the  town,  but  no  trace  of 
its  contents,  save  one  5  gallon  keg,  the  finding  of  which  in  a  saloon  resulted  in  the 
fine  of  the  proprietor. 

On  the  18th  September  Sergt.  Ross  seized  a  four-horse  team,  waggon  and 
load  of  whiskey  ancl  Milwaukee  lager  beer  at  Whoop  Up,  and  brought  them 
to  barracks,  where  the  liquor  was  destroyed,  and  the  driver  fined.  This 
seizure  caused  a  little  departmental  'irritation.  The  seizure  was  made  under 
a  clause  inserted  last  session  in  the  North-West  Territories  Act,  providing  that 
any  vehicle,  horses,  &c.,  employed  in  importing  into  or  conveying  thi'ough  any 
portion  of  the  TeiTitories  any  illicit  intoxicating  liquor  "shall  be  forfeited  to  Her 
Majesty,  and  may  be  seized,  &c."  The  Customs  Department  claimed  the  seizure,  but 
failed  to  furnish  me,  in  reply  to  my  written  request,  with  any  grounds  for  tiieir 
claim.  They  did  not  know  whether  the  outfit  had  paid  duty,  nor  whether  it  was 
liable  for  duty,  nor  did  I.  The  Police  had  reason  to  know  that  it  was  being  employed 
in  removing  liquor  fi*om  a  cache  near  Whoop  Up  to  a  market,  and  the  outfit  being 
under  seizure,  and  the  owner  subject  to  heavy  penalties,  as  it  was,  I  could  hardly 
invite  him  to  lay  himself  open  to  another  charge,  viz.,  that  of  evading  Customs  duties, 
by  endeavoring  to  extract  information  on  the  subject  fi'om  him. 

As  Her  Majesty  would  get  the  benefit  of  the  seizure  in  any  case,  it  did  not  seeiii 
to  be  a  matter  of  gi'cat  moment  whether  the  value  should  accrue  to  her  through  Police 
or  Customs  channel.  I  therefore  held  the  seizure  until  instructed  by  vou  to  deliver 
it  up  to  the  Customs  officer,  on  the  strength  of  a  declaration  made  by  Lewis,  the 
owner,  that  he  had  not  at  any  time  paid  duty  on  the  outfit. 

A  somewhat  similar  seizure  was  made  in  Lethbridge  on  the  10th  of  October  bv 
Constable  Arrowsmith,  with  regaM  to  which  it  may  be  well  to  state  the  facts.  Curiosity 
drew  this  constable  to  the  door  of  his  house  in  town  to  see  what  it  was  that  was 
tumbling  past  on  the  evening  in  question.  A  waggon  containing  some  men  was 
driving  by,  and  one  of  the  men  jumped  down  on  seeing  Constable  Arrowsmith  and  began 
to  talk  to  him.  This  aroused  the  constable's  suspicions  and  he  followed  the  wa^^n. 
which  he  eventually  found  inside  a  corral,  the  norses  not  unhitched.  The  driver, 
whom  he  recogniz^,  disappeared  just  as  he  entered.  In  the  waggon  he  found  nothing 
but  a  large  kog  of  whiskey,  so  drove  the  waggon,  just  as  it  was,  to  baiTackn.  The 
liquor  was  spilt  and  the  driver  fined  on  his  plea  of  guilty.  The  foregoinfic  is  the  sole 
foundation  of  a  pathetic  story  which  appeai*ed  in  some  newspapers,  that  a  poor 
freighter  carrying  from  one  place  to  another  some  one's  household  effects,   which, 
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without  his  knowledge,  included  a  small  keg  of  whiskey,  had  had  his  team,  Ac,  seized 
and  confiscated  by  the  Police.  This  waggon  and  team,  T  may  add,  are  still  held  here, 
pending  instimctions  as  to  their  disposal.  It  is  well  known  in  Lethhridge,  and  is  not 
in  any  way  liable  to  seizure  under  the  Customs  Act.  I  believe  certain  affidavits 
have  been  sent  to  Ottawa  regarding  the  true  ownership  of  the  horses,  with  a  view  to 
having  the  seizure  remitted. 

Out  of  a  riot  amongst  the  Hungarian  minei^s  arose  a  liquor  prosecution  which 
was  interesting  in  some  respects.  Hop  beer  is  extensively  brewed  and  sold  here.  So 
long  as  it  is  not  adulterated  it  is  not  unpalatable,  and  one  would  certainly  judge  it  to 
be  harmless.  It  has,  morover,  the  advantage  of  keeping  the  money  in  the  country. 

The  Hungarians  consume  large  quantities  of  it.  When  they  lay  themselves  out 
for  a  day's  enjoyment  they  empty  several  dozen  bottles  ($1.50  per  dozen)  into  a  tub, 
sit  round  and  diink  and  soak  their  bread  in  the  mixtui'e.  On  the  Sunday  of  the  riot 
a  number  of  them  had  been  thus  drinking  in  one  of  their  houses  the  greater  part  of 
the  day,  with  the  result  that  by  evening  many  of  them  were  undeniably  drunk.  A 
few  days  afterwai-ds  Constable  Jiinnezewsky,  of  Slavonic  extraction,  was  in  pursuit  of 
his  calling  in  a  saloon,  where  a  certain  Hungarian  toper  sat  with  him  for  some  hours 
drinking  what  purpoi'ted  to  be  hop  beer.  About  11.30  p.m.  they  left  the  saloon 
together,  got  into  some  altercatiop  in  the  street  and  were  arrested  for  being  di^unk  and 
disorderly. 

The  Hungarian  next  day  pleaded  guilty  to  drunkenness,  and  thereupon  the  pi*o- 
prietor  of  the  saloon  was  prosecuted  under  the  prohibitory  law.  Conviction  and  fine 
resulted,  and  these  were  sustained  on  appeal,  out  the  hop  beer  question  remained 
pretty  much  where  it  was  before. 

Taken  in  moderation,  this  beer  is  certainly  harmless,  and  it  is  puzzling  to  know 
how  a  man  can  swallow  enough  to  get  drunk  on.  Given,  however,  a  man  of  the 
required  capacity,  who  deliberately  sits  down  to  consume  two  or  three  dozen  bottles 
in  an  evening,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  saloon  keepers  not  to  serve  him  beyond  a  certain 
point.  Two  or  three  Hungarian  miners  think  nothing  of  drinking  sixty  or  seventy 
bottles  between  them  in  an  evening. 

A  Blood  Indian  named  "  Running  Coyote  "  was  found  drunk  on  the  18th  October, 
and  on  his  information  the  pi*oprietress  of  an  hotel  in  town  was  prosecuted  under  the 
Indian  Act.  He  said  that  he  had  bought  four  bottles  of  beer  from  her  for  a  dollai*, 
and  had  taken  them  to  his  lodge,  where  he  got  dimnk  on  them. 

The  defendant  produced  evidence  to  show  that  she  had  not  sold  any  beer  to  the 
Indian  in  question,  and  as  the  Indian's  testimony  was  uncorroborated  the  case  fell 
through. 

An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  existing  liquor  law  is  that  Indians  can  and  do 
obtain  intoxicating  liquor,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  sustain  a  pi-osecution  for 
selling  to  them,  partly  owing  to  their  inability  to  understand  questions  put  to  them 
in  accordanee  with  the  laws  of  evidence. 

"  Eunning  Coyote,"  in  the  case  now  under  review,  flatly  contradicted  himself 
under  cross-examination.  He  gave  his  grunt  of  affirmation  in  reply  to  a  question 
which  was  totally  at  vanance  with  his  former  testimony,  and  his  face  the  while 
betokened  that  his  mind  was  completely  befogged  as  to  the  meaning  and  drift  of  the 
question. 

Whether  under  a  high  license  law,  under  which  lawful  dealers  would  combine  to 
assist  in  suppressing  illicit  vendors,  Indians  would  have  the  same  facilities  for 
obtaining  liquor,  is  matter  for  conjecture. 

The  fifteen  complaints  of  offences  under  the  head  of  miscellaneous  are  principally 
cases  of  "di-unk  and  disorderly  "  conduct  among  a  certain  section  ofminersjone 
profanation  of  the  Lord's  day  ;  one  perjury,  arising  out  of  a  liquor  prosecution ;  and 
two  evasions  of  Customs  duties. 

In  May  last  a  patrol  from  Pendant  d'Oreille  came  across  a  man  named  Thomas 
Berub^  with  a  waggon  and  five  horses.  In  reply  to  enquiries  he  said  he  was  going 
to  Maple  Creek,  having  come  from  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills.    Constable  Campbell  told 
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him  to  come  to  camp  to  see  the  non-commissioned  officer,  and  they  journeyed  thither- 
wai-d.  When  about  half  a  mile  fi*om  camp  Berub^  said  he  was  hungry  and  his 
horses  were  tired ;  so,  having  unhitched  his  team,  Campbell  told  him  to  mount  one  of 
them  and  come  to  the  camp  for  breakfast.  After  riding  about  50  yards  Berub^ 
asked  permission  to  fetch  his  pocket-book  from  his  waggon.  Instead  of  a  pocket- 
book,  however,  he  took  out  a  revolver  and  galloped  away.  Constables  Campbell  and 
Chapman  followed.  When  Campbell  ranged  up  alongside  of  him  his  horse  stumbled 
and  fell,  and  he  says :  "  I  jumped  as  the  horse  was  falling  and  caught  him  by  the 
halter,  when  he  pulled  his  revolver  and  told  me  he  would  shoot;  his  horse  jerked  his 
head  away  from  me  and  Berub^  went  off  again.  I  fired  in  the  air,  but  he  took  no 
notice.  W  hile  I  was  cinching  up  my  horse  Berub^  turned  ai'ound  to  Chapman  and 
said  he  would  riddle  him  with  bullets  if  he  followed  him  any  further.  We  followed 
him  fifteen  miles  from  camp.  Berub^  got  into  a  slough  and  mired,  jumped  off  his 
horse  and  tried  to  lead  him  out.  I  got  within  150  yards  of  him  and  halted  him  three 
times.  I  fired  a  shot  in  the  air  and  he  would  not  stop,  so  I  shot  his  horae,  brought 
him  into  camp  and  from  there  to  Lethbridge  with  his  four  horses  and  outfit." 

Notice  was  sent  to  the  Customs  officer  and  he  sized  the  outfit  on  its  arrival 
here.  As  the  horses  appeared  to  be  glandered  I  telegraphed  for  Yeterinaiy  Surgeon 
Wroughon,  who  pronounced  the  disease  to  be  a  virulent  foim  of  glanders,  and 
recommended  the  destruction  of  horses,  waggon  and  everything  in  it.  The  Customs 
officer  acted  upon  their  recommendation.  * 

The  slaughter  and  destimction  were  carried  out  by  the  Police,  some  of  whose 
clothes  suffered  destimction  in  the  process,  forwhich  they,  not  unreasonably,  look  for 
some  compensation, 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  that  have  come  this  way  from  the  Blood  Eesei've  have,  on  the 
whole,  behaved  themselves  well.  Some  few  come  to  work,  and  work  well.  Others 
bring  their  women  for  immoral  purposes,  and  these  I  have  made  a  point  of  sending 
away  as  soon  as  I  know  of  their  arrival  and  business.  Others  come  with  all  soi*t8  of 
plausible  pretexts  to  account  for  being  off  their  reserve  without  a  pass.  Some  do 
not  appear  to  think  a  pass  necessary  at  all.  One  Indian  produced  a  pass  which  was 
exactly  a  year  old,  and  therewith  was  quite  content.  Some  of  them  seem  to  be  aware 
that  in  point  of  law  they  have  as  much  right  to  roam  about  the  country  as  white 
men,  and  that  confinement  to  a  I'csei've  was  not  one  of  the  provisions  of  their  ti^eaty. 
It  thus  behoves  the  police  to  be  very  careful  in  handling  them,  to  avoid  being  com- 
pelled to  take  back  water,  in  case  of  an  Indian's  asserting  his  right  to  freedom  of 
action,  and  maintaining  it. 

PATROLS  AND  OUTPOSTS. 

The  extent  of  ground  covei-ed  by  "K"  Division  outposts  and  pati'ols 'duHng  the 
past  summer  is,  at  a  moderate  computation,  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles  straight  on 
end  from  Divisional  headquai'ters — that  is,  fifty — five  miles  almost  due  south  from 
Lethbridge  to  Milk  River  Kidge;  thence,  following  the  Milk  River  eastward,  sixty- 
five  miles  to  Pendant  d'OreiUe  Coulee ;  thence,  again,  twenty  miles  north-east  to 
Many  Berries  Creek,  and  from  there  thirty  miles  on  to  Willow  Creek,  the  most 
western  outpost  of  "  A  "  Division. 

The  outposts  furnishing  the  patrols  which  scouted  this  extent  of  country  were 
posted  as  follows  : — 


Kipp's  Coul^ 1  N.  C 

Milk  River  Ridge 1 

Wnting-on-Stone 1 

Pendant  d'Oreille 1 

Many  Berries  Creek 1 


O.,  3  constables,  4  hoi'ses. 
T         "  9      " 

5         "  8      " 

5         "  8      '* 

4         "  5      " 
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The  section  of  countiy  round  each  outpost  was  thoroughly  and  systeniatically 
scouted,  and  a  weekly  connection  maintained  between  "  A  "  I)ivi8ion  in  the  east  and 
"  H  "  Division  in  the  west. 

The  camps  were  kept  in  ffood  oixier,  the  conduct  and  health  of  the  men  excel- 
lent, and  the  horees  well  cared  for. 

The  camp  at  Kipp's  Coulee  was  a  necessity  for  keeping  up  communication  with 
the  frontier  line,  besides  watching  Indians  who  moved  off  theii*  reserve  in  that 
direction,  for  water  was  not  to  be  had  in  other  places  in  convenient  proximity ; 
otherwise  I  should  have  been  glad  to  spare  both  horses  and  men  the  discomfort  and 
annoyance  of  living  in  such  a  place — the  mosquitoes  and  bulldog  flies  being  a  veri- 
table plague.  There  is  no  wood  in  this  couMe,  and  wood  and  coal  have  to  be  sent  out 
from  here. 

The  camp  at  the  Milk  Eiver  Ridge  is  situate  within  view  and  easy  access  of  the 
ti-ail  leading  fi-om  Lethbridge  to  Benton,  along  which  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  travel. 
Illicit  whiskey  traders,  &<•.,  as  a  rule,  cross  more  to  the  westward.  The  forty  miles 
between  the  ridge  and  **  I> "  Division  outpost  at  Pot  Hole  Coulee  is  a  long  stretch  of 
countiy  to  watch.  Whiskey  traders  bring  their  loads  to  the  line  and,  if  necessaiy, 
"  cache"  th^m  while  they  look  ahead.  When  the  coast  is  clear  they  load  up  their  teams 
and  make  a  rush  for  it.  The  boundary  being  so  near  they  can  easily  do  this,  and  as 
they  know  every  inch  of  the  country  and  have  selected  their  spot  for  crossing  the 
river,  a  little  darkness,  so  far  from  being  unfavorable  to  them,  screens  without 
hindering  their  operations. 

A  frame  building  measuring  30  x  20  x  9  feet,  with  a  lean-to  kitchen,  has  just  been 
completed  here  by  the  contractors,  and  will  accommodate  a  non-commissioned  officer 
and  six  men.  A  partition  across  one  end  furnishes  a  small  room  and  office  for  the  non- 
commissioned omcer  in  command.  A  good  cellar,  measunng  10  x  10  x  7  ft  was  dug  by 
the  men  of  the  detachment. 

A  stable,  also  completed,  affoixls  room  for  ten  hoi^ses,  and  about  twenty  tons  of 
hay  have  been  stacked. 

There  is  no  wood  at  the  ridge,  and  coal  has  to  be  sent  out  from  Lethbridge,  as  to 
Kipp's  Coulee,  for  cooking  purposes  in  summer  and  heating  in  winter. 

At  Writing-on-Stone  there  is  wood  for  firing,  and  some  logs  have  been  cut  in  a 
coulee  by  the  detachment  during  the  summer,  with  a  view  to  putting  up  buildings, 
but  owing  to  the  epidemic  among  our  hoi'ses  the  logs  could  not  be  got  out. 

A  trail  about  four  miles  long  has,  however,  been  cut  from  the  mouth  of  the 
coulee  to  the  timber,  and  an  intei*vening  creek  has  been  bridged,  so  that  the  logs 
can  be  "  snaked  "  when  horse-power  is  available.  This  is  an  important  outpost,  being 
a  few  miles  north  of  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  and  the  mining  camp  there. 

Pendant  d'Oreille  camp  is  a  long  thiily-five  miles  ride  from  WritingK)n-Stone. 
There  are  several  good  camping  grounds  in  the  large  coulee  which  is  know  by  that 
name,  and  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  wood.  The  detachment  there  has  built  a  small  log 
building,  about  16  x  14  x  9  ft,  which  will  be  useful  as  a  kitchen  next  year,  and  there 
are  about  thirty  good  sized  logs  ready  to  put  up  an  extension  for  a  baiTack  I'oom.  Thei*e 
is  also  a  well  built  coiTal,  about  40  feet  square,  and  enough  logs  have  been  sent  to  bridge 
an  awkward  ditch  (called  "canal  '*)  about  fifteen  miles  out  on  the  Many  BeiTies  Creek 
road,  and  to  bridge  a  deep  mud  hole  in  Kipp's  Coulee,  at  both  of  which  places  an 
axle  is  likely  to  suffer  under  a  load.  Pendant  d'Oreille  Coulee  bristles  with  rattle- 
snakes, of  which  the  men  have  killed  a  great  number. 

Prom  Pendant  d'Oreille  to  Willow  Creek  it  is  a  long  fifty  miles,  and  I  therefore 
established  a  small  outpost  at  Many  Bennies  Creek  to  keep  up  the  connectien  with 
"  A  "  Division  and  to  watch  the  country  through  which  it  is  said  that  marauding 
Indians,  &c.,  make  their  way  from  Kennedy's  Crossing  towards  Medicine  Hat. 

The  water,  however,  was  so  bad  and  scarce  that  after  a  time  I  was  compelled  to 
withdraw  this  detachment  to  Pendant  d'Oreille,  and  to  work  the  Many  Berries  Creek 
countiy  with  the  help  of  a  pack  horse. 

The  main  trail  has  been  carefully  mended  and  levelled,  so  as  to  ease  the  pro- 
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virion  trains  as  much  as  possible.  A  short  cut  to  Many  Berries  Creek  was  found 
impracticable,  owing  to  scarcity  of  water,  so  every  load  of  provisions  and  forage  had 
to  travel  the  full  distance — 280  miles  in  the  round  trip. 

Inspectors  White-Fraser  and  Bradley  have  relieved  each  other  in  taking  charge 
of  the  outposts,  and  have  remained  out  with  them  for  a  month  at  a  time. 

For  shoeing  purposes,  a  farrier  with  a  team,  waggon  and  portable  foi-ge*  was 
stationed  at  Writing-on-Stone. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

We  have  not  been  called  upon  to  render  any  assistance  to  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, beyond  escorting  the  Bloods*  treaty  money  from  Dunmore  to  Leth bridge  by  rail. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  RAILROADS. 

The  capture  of  the  Winnifi*ed  section  horse  thief,  and  the  prosecution  of  an 
employ^  under  the  prohibitory  liquor  law  (which  latter  was,  however,  withdrawn), 
were  the  only  occasions  upon  which  the  North-Westem  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company's  railroad  required  oiu*  intervention. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  CUSTOMS  DEPARTMENT. 

This  may  be  comprehended  in  the  an'est  of  Berub^,  in  the  seizure  of  a  band  of 
horses  belonging  to  Messi^s.  Nyhart,  Brown  and  Vancycle,  who  were  charged  with 
evading  Customs  dues,  and  the  seizare  of  Lewis*  whiskey  outfit. 

I  have,  moreover,  ftimished  to  the  Customs  officers  here  the  names  of  such  people 
as  may  have  been  ordered  by  any  of  the  outposts  to  report  themselves  and  pass  entry 
for  their  goods. 

DISCIPLINE,   CONDUCT,  ETC. 

The  discipline  of  the  division  is  excellent,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  speak  in 
the  highest  terms  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  since  I  have  been  in  command. 

While  the  division,  as  a  whole,  has  contributed  $143  to  the  fine  fund,  between 
the  1st  May  and  the  30th  November,  it  has,  on  the  other  hand,  deposited  $1,487  in 
the  various  banking  institutions  of  the  country. 

DRILL,  TARGET  PRACTICE,  ETC. 

Yery  little  dj-ill  has  taken  place  this  summer,  owing  to  there  being  no  men 
available  for  it,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  target  practice,  except  that  whenever 
it  has  been  possible  to  collect  three  or  four  men  who  were  not  required  for  more 
pressing  duty  they  have  been  sent  to  the  range.  Target  practice  is  now  going  on 
and  will  continue  as  long  as  weather  permits.  The  men  who  have  just  returned 
from  outpost  duty  have  had  a  good  deal  of  practice  during  the  summer,  and  many  of 
them  are  excellent  shots.  A  man  who  can  kill  a  prairie  chicken  or  a  goose  with  a 
bullet  at  an  unknown  distance  does  not  i*equire  to  expend  much  ammunition  at  a 
target. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  division,  as  a  whole,  is  good,  and  above  the  average. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  division  has  been  good  upon  the  whole.  With  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  men,  whom  probably  the  field  diet  did  not  suit  at  firet,  the  men  in  camp 
have  been  in  rude  heatlh.  The  sick  list  for  June,  July  and  August  avei-aged  4A 
per  day,  and  this  high  rate  may  be  accounted  for  by  some  severe  accidents.  Constable 
Hervey  had  his  ankle  broken  by  a  horse  falling  with  him.  Constable  Costello  was 
thrown  by  a  new  broncho  against  the  side  of  the  stable  and  had  his  ankle  broken 
also.  Constable  Eoss  accidentally  shot  himself  in  the  foot,  and  all  these  men  were 
on  the  sick  list  for  a  long  time.    The  two  latter  are  so  still. 
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RIORUITS. 


The  only  man  who  has  been  engaged  here  was  ex-Sergt.  McMinu,  who  has  been 
since  transfeiTed  to  "  D  "  Division. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  are  sufficient  in  quantity  and  good  in  quality.  1  have  heaixl  no 
complaints. 

KITS,  CLOTHING,  ETC. 

I  think  the  feeling  is  general  that  the  price  of  the  serge  tunic  is  too  high, 
considering  the  quality  of  the  garment.  Most  duty  men  have  to  provide  one  or  two 
at  their  own  expense  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Men  on  continuous  prairie  work 
require  the  shelter  from  the  sun  which  a  bfoad-brimmed  cow-boy  hat  affords  better 
than  any  other  head-dress. 

HORSES. 

The  horses  purchased  this  year  have  turned  out  fairly  well,  with  a  few  exceptions. 
The  death  roll  is  abnormally  large,  and  includes,  I  am  sorry  to  sav^  the  best  norees 
in  the  division.  They  were  earned  off  by  an  epidemic  which  baffled  the  skill  of  the 
veterinary  surgeons,  and  the  nature  of  which,  as  they  will  repon  upon  it,  I  need  not 
ftu-ther  allude  to.  It  was  unfortunately  imported  by  two  orour  own  horses,  which 
stampeded  in  a  thunder  stonn  at  Wnting-on-Stone  and  ran  into  the  States.  We 
recovered  them  fi'om  a  ranche  belonging  to  a  man  named  Miller,  about  seventy  miles 
across  the  line.  Soon  after  recovery  one  of  the  said  horses,  Eeg.  No.  1472,  sickened 
with  a  slight  running  at  the  nose,  became  dull,  Ac,  ate  very  little,  and  the  hind 
quarters  (of  which  he  appeared  to  have  lost  the  use)  swelled  to  a  great  size.  The 
horse  was  bi-ought  in  by  easy  stages  for  ti'eatment  in  barracks,  and  after  a  long  and 
tedious  illness,  falling  away  to  skm  and  bone,  recovered.  He  has  regained  flesh,  &c., 
and  looks  well,  but  does  not  seem  to  have  recovered  the  full  use  of  his  limbs  even  yet. 
His  runaway  companion  died  of  the  disease  in  four  days ;  most  of  the  others 
succumbed  in  less  than  six  days.  We  subsequently  heaud  that  Miller  had  lost  eveiy 
one  of  fourteen  horses  which  he  had  on  his  ranche.  The  veterinaiy  sui*geons  after 
some  time  concluded  that  the  disease  was  typhoid  influenza. 

The  horses  of  this  division  have  done  a  great  deal  of  work  during  the  past  season. 
Supplying  the  outposts  with  rations,  forage,  coal,  &c.,  has  kept  four  four-horse  teams 
fuuy  employed,  and  that  these  hoi'ses  have  done  so  well  is  due  to  the  care  taken  of 
them  by  the  drivers,  who  have  well  earned  the  trifling  extra  pay — 10  cents  per  day — 
which  they  receive  for  this  duty.  Four-horse  teams  are  a  necessity  in  this  countiy 
where  the  grades  are  so  abrupt.  Constable  Aylesworth,  for  instance,  has  rung  the 
changes  on  five  horses  since  the  1st  December,  1887,  which  have  travelled,  respec- 
tively, 6,222,  5,153,  5,199,  4,374  and  2,865  miles.  These  are  all  rolling  fat,  but  at  least 
two  of  them  are  too  much  "  gone  "  in  the  legs  to  do  much  more  Police  work. 
Constable  Aylesworth  was  more  fortunate  than  the  other  teamsters,  who  have  driven 
as  far,  in  not  having  his  team  broken  up  by  death,  &c. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  the  distance  travelled  by  each  horee  of  the  division  since 
the  1st  December,  1887.    Total  177,785  miles.  (Not  printed.) 

At  least  fifteen  of  ou;*  horses  will  require  to  be  cast,  being  unfit  for  further  Police 
work,  and  ten  good  teams  and  twenty  saddle  horses  will  then  be  required  to  place 
the  division  in  an  efficient  condition.  I  may  add  that  the  division  in  the  past  has 
been  largely  fiorsed  by  transfers  from  other  divisions,  and  it  is  not  in  human  nature 
for  commanding  officers  to  part  with  their  best  horses. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

We  are  well  supplied  with  saddlery.  The  ten  double  cinche  saddles  supplied  this 
year,  and  made  by  Mr.  Hutchins,  of  Winnipeg,  are  so  far  satisfactory. 
17—6 
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The  greater  part  of  the  hurnoss  iB  considerably  worn.  Four  new  sets  of  wheel 
and  four  of  lead  will  be  required  for  heavy  work  next  year.  The  Saddler-Major  from 
Begina  has  recently  inspected  and  taken  notes  of  other  requirements. 

STABLES. 

The  stable  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  our  present  needs,  and  the  buildings  are 
roomy  and  well  ventilated. 

FORAGE. 

The  greater  part  of  the  hay  suppled  this  year  was  cut  at  a  distance  of  from  thirty 
to  thirty-five  miles  fi*om  here,  on  and  near  the  Milk  River  Eid^e.  The  average  price 
per  ton,  $16.75,  is  high,  but  there  is  not  much  money  in  hauling'  upwards  of  thirty 
miles,  considering  the  price  of  labor  in  this  country. 

TRANSPORT. 

Of  ten  heavy  waggons  on  our  strength,  six  are  fit  for  the  road,  the  i*emainder 
being  old  and  much  worn.  The  waggons  f\irnished  to  this  division,  like  the  horses, 
were  mostly  contributions  from  other  divisions.  I  understand  thi*ee  new  waggons 
are  ordered  for  us,  and  will  arrive  at  once.  Those  we  have  are  of  various  patterns. 
Waggons  for  our  use  require  to  be  heavy,  capable  of  carrying  40  cwt.,  and  fitted 
with  good  strong  brakes.  One  broad  gauge  waggon  is  much  needed  for  the  string 
team. 

ARMS. 

The  arms  have  all  been  examined  by  the  Acting  Armoui*er,  and  he  reportB  that 
some  of  the  cai*bines  which  have  been  on  detachment  during  the  year  are  badly  honey- 
combed. With  a  supply  of  a  dozen  baiTcls  and  proportion  of  other  parts,  me  arms 
can  all  be  put  into  a  serviceable  condition.    One  dozen  new  revolvers  are  required. 

OBNSRAL  BQUIPMBNf . 

Each  outpost,  no  matter  whether  the  non-commissioned  officer  is  below  the 
rank  of  sergeant  or  not,  should  be  pi*ovided  with  at  least  one  pair  of  field  glasses,  as 
should  each  scouting  party. 

There  are  only  four  pairs  of  glasses  in  the  division,  whereas  at  least  ten  are 
requii*ed. 

DESERTIONS. 

Four  desertions  have  taken  place  in  this  division  since  the  1st  May.  A  fonr- 
hoi*se  teamster.  Constable  Findlay,  conveying  provisions  to  the  outposts,  persuaded 
Constable  Jolliffe  to  leave  his  detachment  at  Writing-on-Stone  and  cross  into  the 
United  States,  on  the  21st  of  May.  On  the  17th  July  Constable  Mclsaac,  and  on  the 
23rd  July  Constable  Hill,  deserted  from.  Lethbiidge.  Both  of  these  were  discontented 
men.    A  whiskey  peddler  conveyed  them  across  the  line. 

INSPECTIONS  OP    DIVISION. 

The  post  has  been  inspected  by  yourself,  on  the  19th  May,  and  by  yourself,  with 
the  Assistant  Commissioner,  on  the  12th  September. 

BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FU^WJITURE. 

f 

This  Post  has  been  much  improved  during  the  past  summer.*  A  wire  fence  has 
been  erected  round  the  reserve,  which  keeps  cattle  from  strajing  into  the  barracks, 
and  adds  to  the  appearance  and  neatness  of  the  place. 

A  coal  shed  has  been  constructed,  measuring  lOfb.  x  12fl.,  capable  of  holding 
about  twenty  tons,  for  use  when  stress  of  weather  prevents  our  nauling  from  the 
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mine.  This  shed  was  built  by  contract  by  Messrs.  Bruce  &  McFarquhar,  of 
Lethbridge,  at  a  cost  of  $75,  and  is  a  well  constructed  building. 

A  building,  designed  as  orderly  room  and  recreation  room  is  now  neai*ly 
completed  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Scott,  contractor.  Price,  $875.  It  measures  36ft.  x  18fb. 
X  lOfb.;  plastered  throughout ;  divided  into  two  rooms  by  a  partition  16ft.  from  the 
west  end.  The  smaller  room  is  the  orderly  room  and  the  larger  the  recreation- 
room.     Neither,  however,  is  large  enough  for  the  purpose  fpr  which  it  is  requii»ed. 

A  waggon-shed  is  also  almost  completed,  being  a  lean-to  on  the  south  side  of 
No.  1  stable,  and  measuring  102ft.  x  22ft.  x  10ft.  Messrs.  Bruce  &  McFarquhar, 
contractors.  Price,  $411.  Some  protection  for  the  transport  was  much  needed,  but 
the  shed  in  question  should  be  closed  at  the  ends  to  be  of  use. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  buildings  for  the  outpost  at  Milk  Eiver  Eidge.  They 
were  erected  by  Messre.  Bnice  &  McFarquhar,  at  a  cost  of  $1,246.  They  are  situated 
in  a  sheltered  spot,  within  easy  access  of  a  spnng,  y^hich  does  not  ft*eeze  up. 

A  large  quantity  of  barrack  furniture  and  repaii'S  have  been  completed  this 
summer.  The  plaster  in  m^ny  parts  of  the  bari*acks  will  require  to  be  removed. 
Indeed,  the  bniloings  rock  so  much  in  a  high  wind  that  it  is  questionable  whether 
plaster  is  suitable.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  a  wood  lining  would  be  better, 
although  the  rooms  are  more  easily  lighted  and  are  more  cheerful  with  plaster. 

Such  indispensables  as  mess-tables  and  benches,  coal-boxes  for  ban*a(^-rooms,  &c., 
&c.,  have  been  made. 

POLIOE    RESERVI. 

The  reserve  here  i6  too  small.  Our  hay  corral  stands,  pei-force,  on  the  edge  of 
the  reserve  adjoining  a  highi*oad,  and  over  that  road  it  is  obvious  that  we  can 
exercise  no  control.  Boys  playing  there  with  matches,  &c.,  &c.,  may  result  in  a 
serious  conflagi*ation.  Except  in  the  ban*ack  squai'e,  which  is  hardly  a  suitable  place, 
we  have  not  room  on  the  Keserve  for  a  menage,  and  at  the  present  and  anticipated 
i*ate  of  progression  the  ban*acks  will  ere  long  oe  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

FUEL. 

I 
JHiel  is  hauled  daily,  or  as  required,  from  the  North-Western  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company's  mine  by  our  own  teams,  a  reserve  being  kept  in  the  small  coal  shed  to 
meet  the  contingency  of  rough  weather.    The  coal  is  good. 

TELEPHONES. 

We  have  none. 

TELEGRAPH   LINES. 

A  telegi*aph  line  to  Milk  Eiver  Eidge  would  save  our  hoi*ses*  legs.  If  the 
projected  railroad  between  this  place  and  Benton  should  come  to  pass,  telegi^aphic 
communication  will,  of  course,  be  provided. 

PIRB   PROTECTION. 

We  have  no  tire  protection  beyond  that  aiforded  by  six  extinguishers  and  water 
pails  in  bari*ack  rooms.  The  water  barrels  under  the  eave-pipes  had  to  be  emptied 
as  soon  as  the  ft*ost  sets  in. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

All  water  used  in  the  barracks  is  hauled  in  our  own  water  caii;  from  the  North- 
western Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  tank,  upwards  of  half  a  mile  distant.  In 
winter  it  is  impossible  to  keep  any  water  in  the  water-waggon  over  night,  and  the 
teamster  has  to  haul  a  load  in  the  morning  before  the  hoi*ses  can  be  watered. 

Under  a  verbal  agreement,  a  Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Lethbridge,  commenced  to 
bore  an  artezian  well  within  the  bari*acks  on  the  25th  'hlJAy  last,  the  agreement  being 
that  he  should  bore  the  well,  line  it  with  6  inch  casing  and  strike  water,  finding 
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all  necessaries  for  the  work,  for  the  sum  of  $3  per  foot  tor  the  first  hundred  feet, 
lising  50  cents  per  foot  for  each  additional  50  feet.  On  or  about  the  2'7th  June, 
having  bored  about  115  feet,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  hole,  on  account  of 
quicksands  and  boulders  (as  he  said),  and  began  another  close  to  it. 

On  about  15th  August,  having  bored  this  second  hole  to  a  depth  of  about  235 
feet,  he  lost  some  of  his  tools,  and  being  unable  to  extract  them,  was  obliged  to 
abandon  that  hole,  and  with  it  a  quantity  of  casing. 

On  the  17th  August  he  began  a  third  hole  at  a  few  yards  distance,  but  quicksand 
prevented  his  going  oeyond  a  depth  of  about  300  feet. 

On  the  1st  October,  pursuant  to  your  instructions,  I  drew  up  a  written  agreement, 
in  which  the  specified  conditions  were  set  forth  and  which  was  duly  completed.  The 
contractor  abandoned  the  third  hole  on  the  3rd  November,  and  gave  me  to'understand 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  a  heavier  engine.  He  has  since,  but  wiUiout 
success,  applied  for  a  ^ant  of  $1,500  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  I  am 
now  in  ignorance  of  wnat  his  intentions  ai'C.  Meanwhile,  the  water  supply  is  the 
pressing  question  of  the  day. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDOBS. 

The  want  of  badges  over  the  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood  does  not  affect  us  so 
much  as  the  Macleod  Division,  but  to  the  settlers  generally  the  want  of  a  bridge  over 
a  torrent  such  as  the  Belly  Eiver  when  it  is  swollen  is  ihtught  with  much  danger  to 
life  and  property. 

Broad  gauge  waggons  are  mostly  used  in  this  country,  and  our  nan-ow  gauge 
Waggons  do  not  suit  me  trails.  We  have  now,  however,  made  our  own  trail  around 
the  outposts,  where  nearly  all  of  our  heavy  teaming  is  done,  so  we  are  not  so  much 
affected  as  we  were. 

FBREIBS. 

There  is  a  licensed  ferry  over  the  Belly  River  here,  but  it  does  not  supply  the 
want  of  a  bridge,  in  that  it  frequently  cannot  cross  the  river,  owing  to  ice  runnmg.  &c. 

There  is  also  a  private  ferry  over  the  Old  Man's  River  at  Kipp,  provide  by 
the  enterprise  of  the  keeper  of  the  stopping  place  there.  He  declines,  nowever,  to 
accept  licensed  ferry  fares,  on  the  ground  that  the  rates  would  not  pay  him,  and  that 
no  person  could  be  found  who  would  provide  and  maintain  a  feri-y  at  Kipp  upon  the 
lines  laid  down  by  the  feny  ordinance.  This  is  the  spot  at  which  a  poor  fre^hter 
had  his  string  team  swept  away  last  spring  while  mrding  the  Old  Man's  Kiver. 
Fifteen  of  his  horses  were  drowned. 

OROPS. 

The  area  under  crop,  in  an  essentially  ranching  countrjr  such  as  this  is,  as  might 
be  expected,  small,  and  appears  to  be  cultivated  mainly  with  a  view  to  home  consum- 
tion  either  by  man  or  beast.  Mr.  Russell,  on  the  St.  Mary's  River,  had  about  six 
acres  of  oats,  averaging  rather  over  thirty-thi*ee  bushels  per  acre,  and  Mr.  D.  Akers, 
at  Whoop-up  claims  forty-two  bushels  per  acre  to  his  seven  acres  of  wheat.  He  had 
also  forty-two  acres  of  oats,  yielding  twenty-five  bushels  per  acre.  Peas,  potatoes  and 
tui-nips  seem  to  have  been  eveiywhere  good.  Mr.  Russell  tried  a  little  buckwheat 
as  an,  experiment,  with  very  encouraging  results. 

The  large  ranchers  in  this  district  attempt  very  little  farming. 

RANOHINO    PROSPECTS. 

Without  venturing  on  debatable  land,  I  think  I  mav  say  that  the  opinion  is 
steadily  gaining  ground  that  the  small  i^anche  will  pay  better  than  the  large  one, 
and  that  a  man  having  no  more  cattle,  &c.,  than  he  can  shelter  and,  if  necessary,  feed 
during  stress  of  weather,  will  succeed  best  in  the  end,  in  that  his  losses  will  not  be  ao 
heavy,  ^ 
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Prairie  chickens  and  ducks  are  plentifdl,  The  former  are  to  be  foond  chiefly  in 
the  coulees  and  river  bottoms.  There  was  a  plentiful  supply  of  antelope.  I  say 
"  was  "  because  the  Indians  have  killed  great  numbers  this  year,  and  if  they  continue 
to  kill  them  in  the  breeding  season  antelope  will  soon  be  as  scarce  as  buffalo.  A  camp 
of  eight  or  nine  lodges,  under  "  Heavy  Shields,"  was  at  Grassy  Lake  this  summer 
with  upwards  of  125  skins,  &c. 

PRAIRIE  FIRB8. 

There  have  been  five  large  prairie  fires  within  about  ten  miles  of  Lethbridge, 
which  have  been  extinguish^  oy  the  few  men  left  in  barracks  On  one  occasion 
about  fifteen  men  worked  from  1:30  p.m.,  until  T  p.m.  under  a  blazing  afternoon  sun, 
and  put  out  upwards  of  seven  miles  of  fire,  which  otherwise  would  have  caused  disastr- 
ous results.  This  was  not  the  only  occasion  that  the  Police  fagged  themselves  out  to 
save  property,  the  owners  of  which,  or  at  all  events  the  employees  in  which  did  not 
seem  to  think  themselyes  called  upon  to  lend  a  hand.  Xhe  accepted  principle  that 
the  Police  are  bound  to  put  out  prairie  tires  is  likelvto  be  ridden  to  death.  Most  of  the 
aforementioned  fires  were  undoubtedly  start'Od  by  the  North-Western  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company's  railroad.  No  prosecution  has  resulted,  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence. 

I  beg  to  enclose  a  return  of  criminal  and  other  cases  tried  here  from  the  1st 
December,  1887,  to  the  30th  November,  1888. 

I  have  already  foi-warded  to  you  a  map  of  this  section  of  country,  showing  the 
routes  taken  by  patrols  and  the  outposts  established  during  the  past  season. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R  BUETON  DEANB, 

Superintendent  Commanding  "  JST*'  Division, 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Begina. 
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APPENDIX  G. 


BEPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  STEELE,  NORTHWEST  MOUNTED 

POLICE,  1888. 

Fort  Maclbod,  N.W.T,  1st  December,  1888. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my  report,  for  the  year  ending  30th 
November,  1888. 

QBNSRAL   STATE   OF   DISTRIOT. 

The  general  state  of  the  Kootenay  District,  in  which  the  division  was  stationed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  was,  as  regaixls  law  and  order  among  both  the  white 
and  the  red  population,  in,  a  yeiy  satisfactory  state.  Any  feeling  of  uneasiness 
experienced  by  flie  white  settlere  during  the  latter  part  of  last  year,  as  to  the  behavior 
towards  them  of  their  Indian  neighbors,  have  entirely  vanished,  both  white  and  red 
men  cariying  on  their  usual  avocations  in  a  peaceful  and  quiet  manner. 

GRIME. 

No  serious  crimes  occuiTcd  during  the  stay  of  the  division  in  the  Kootenay 
Distinct,  the  only  case  proven  being  that  of  two  Chinamen,  charged  on  the  3rd 
January,  1888,  with  having  Grovernment  property  illegally  in  their  possession.  They 
were  fined  $25  and  costs  each. 

PATROLS  AND  OUTPOSTS. 

A  detacJhment  of  two  men  were  stationed  at  the  Kootenay  Crossing,  forty-five 
miles  from  the  Post,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  forwarding  stores  fi*om  Golden 
to  the  barracks,  A  similar  detachment  of  three  men  was  stationed  at  Sam's  Land- 
ing, on  the  Upper  Columbia  Lake,  for  a  like  purpose.  A  non-commissioned  officer 
and  two  Constables  were  stationed  at  Fenwick's  Lower  Banch,  ten  miles  fi'om  the 
Post,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Kootenfty  Eiver,  to  take  charge  of  the  herd,  all  the 
horses  of  the  division,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  kept  in  for  immediate  use,  being 
out  all  the  time.  These  detachments  also  attended  to  all  mattei*s  relating  to  the 
preservation  of  peace  in  their  vicinity. 

The  patrols  in  Kootenay  went  to  Grolden  City,  190  miles  from  the  Post,  in  a 
noi-therly  direction  ;  Tobacco  rlains,  eighty  miles  south ;  Col.  Baker's,  twelve  miles ; 
Isadore's,  eighteen  miles,  and  the  Mission,  seven  miles,  ^on  the  western  bank  of  the 
Kootenay  River ;  Wild  Horse  Creek,  Grold  Mines,  four  miles,  and  Fenwick's  Upper 
and  Lower  Banches,  ten   miles,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river.    Also  continual 

Satrols  to  the  Columbia  Lakes,  Kootenay  Crossing,  Elk  River,  and  for  some  distance 
own  the  Sand  Point  Trail,  thus  keeping  a  thorough  supervision  over  the  three  trails 
which  form  the  only  ingress  and  egi'ess  of  the  Kootenay  District. 

MACLEOD. 

On  the  17th  September,  one  month  after  the  w*rival  of  the  Division  at  Port 
Macleod,  the  following  detachments  were  sent  out  to  relieve  the  men  of  "  H  "  Divi- 
sion, viz.: — 

Pincher  Creek 1  Sergeant         3  Constables. 

Big  Bend 1        **  3  *^ 

Pot  Hole 1        "  3  " 

Standoff 1  Corporal         3 

St.  Mary's 1        "  3  " 

Kipp 1        ^-  2  " 

Leavings 3  Constables. 

Kootenay 2        ^' 
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These  detachments  remained  Unchanged  until  the  4th  November,  when  Corporal 
Hammond  relieved  Constable  H.  Hope  of  charge  of  the  Leavings.  On  the  6th  the 
Pot  Hole  detachment  was  called  in  for  the  winter.  On  the  8th  the  Pincher  Ci-eek 
detachment  were  relieved  by  "H"  Division  men,  and  sent  to  strengthen  Kipp. 
Two  constables  were  also  sent  from  Big  Bend  to  Kipp,  making  the  strength  of  the 
latter  detachment  ap  to  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  seven  constables.  The 
remaining  non-commissioned  officer  and  constable  of  Big  Bend  detachment  were 
removed  to  Kootenay,  making  the  strength  at  that  f)lace  one  non-commissioned 
officer  and  three  constables.  The  outposts  now  occupied*  by  "  D  "  Division  are  as 
follows,  viz. : — 

Kipp 1  Sergeant  7  Constables 

Kootenay 1        '*  3        " 

St.Mary*s 1  Corporal  3        ** 

Standoff. 1        "  3        " 

Leavings. 1        "  2        " 

From  what  I  have  learned,  the  settlers  and  public  generally  are  highly  pleased 
at  the  manner  in  which  the  patrolling  has  been  carried  out,  and  the  demeanor  of  the 
members  of  the  force  towards  them. 

Patrols  have  been  kept  up  between  all  these  detachments,  and  the  ranches 
within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles  of  each  outpost  visited  at  least  once  a  fortnight. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

While  the  division  was  stationed  at  Kootenay  I  rendered  all  the  assistance  I 
could  to  the  Indian  Department,  by  enquiring  into  anv  complaints,  or  into  the  wants 
of  any  of  the  Indians,  and  giving  any  advice  or  help  to  Mr.  Phillips,  the  Indian 
Agent,  that  he  mi^ht  require.  By  suggesting  to  Dr.  Powell,  si'.,  Indian  Commissioner 
of  British  Columbia,  that  irrigating  ditches  and  schools  should  be  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  both  of  which  have  been  well  canded  out,  and  by  allowing  the 
Police  Interpreter  Berland  to  act  for  the  Indians  whenever  they  required  an  inter- 
preter to  make  known  their  wants. 

DISCIPLINE,  CONDUCT,  ETC. 

The  discipline  and  conduct  of  the  division  in  general  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
All  ranks  have  been  willing  and  obedient  to  those  in  authonty  over  them,  and  as 
over  half  the  division  are  total  abstainers  the  conduct  of  its  members,  with  the 
exception  only  of  some  half-dozen,  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  the  division  consist  of  three  ^taff  sergeants,  four  sergeants  and 
six  corporals. 

Division  Sergeant-Major  Smart  has  been  of  gi*eat  assistance  to  me,  and  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  feeling  of  the  division  has  been  noticeable  since  his  appoint- 
ment Hospital  Sergeant  Mercer  has  been  always  very  attentive  to  his  duties,  and 
kind  to  the  sick  under  his  charge.  Quartermaster-Sergeant  Fane  thoroughly 
understands  his  duties,  and  has  been  of  very  great  assistance  to  me  in  the  moving  of 
the  division  to  and  from  the  Kootenay  District. 

The  remaining  non-conlmissioned  officers,  generally,  are  intelligent  and  altogether 
superior  men,  only  two  having  been  charged  with  neglect  of  duty  during  the  last 
twelve  months. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  division  besides  myself  are  Inspectoi's  Wood  and  Huot  and 
Assistant-Surgeon  Powell,  who  are  all  well  up  in  their  work  and  attentive  to  their 
duties,  which  have  kept  them  fully  employed,  for  owing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of.  the 
duties  of  the  force  it  makes  it  appear  to  be  under-officered.  Although  there  are 
enough  for  garrison  duty,  when  the  visiting  of  patrols  and  outposts,  magisterial 
and  gandson  duties  combined,  are  taken  into  account,  it  will  be  found  that  their 
time  is  fully  occupied. 
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Inspector  Wood  has  been  veiy  active  and  paimstaking,  being  variously  employed 
while  in  the  Eootenay  District,  and  since  oar  arrival  at  Macleod  was  Acting  Adjutant 
until  very  recently. 

Inspector  Huot  has  superintended  the  drills,  and  assibted  very  much  in  the 
target  practice  of  the  division,  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  me  on  the  line  of 
mai'ch  from  Kootenay  to  Foi*t  Macleod,  and  on  all  other  occasions. 

Assistant-Surgeon  Powell  is  very  popular  in  the  division  as  a  medical  officer,  in 
consequence  of  his  strict  attention  to  the  men,  and  he  is  punctual  and  painstaking  to 
a  marked  degi*ee. 

The  experience  gained  by  officere,  non-commissoned  officers  and  men  of  the 
division  while  in  British  Columbia  has  been  of  gi*eat  sei*vice  to  them,  and  has,  in  my 
opinion,  greatly  enhanced  their  value  to  their  countiy. 

There  appears  to  be  considerable  doubt  among  the  officens  as  to  their  future 
pi^ospects  in  the  Force.  Promotions  are  doubtful,  owing  to  the  few  vacancies  that 
occur,  and  the  present  arrangement  for  superannuation,  pay,  &c.,  appears  to  give 
small  encouragement.  An  officer  on  joining  the  Force  receives  the  same  pay  aRtho:ie 
in  the  same  rank  who  have  served  many  years. 

As  an  incentive  to  activity,  and  to  make  up  for  the  absence  of  promotion,  I 
would  recommend  that  an  annual  increase  in  the  rates  of  pay  be  adopted,  whereby 
an  officer  of  long  service,  if  efficient,  could  obtain  an  increase  to  his  income,  provided 
he  has  been  reported  to  the  Minister  as  deserving  of  the  same.  It  would  also  appear 
that  the  length  of  service  for  full  superannuation  is  too  long.  An  officer  who  has 
performed  the  arduous  duties  which  are  required  of  him  in  this  force,  and  which  ai*e 
quite  as  tiying  as  those  of  a  campaign,  cannot,  after  twenty  years'  sei*vice,  unless 
possessed  of  a  superior  constitution,  be  considered  able  to  perform  them  in  a 
satisfactory  manner 

It  would  appeal*  that  an  officer  who  has  ceased  to  be  able  to  endure  the  same 
hardships  as  the  men  of  his  division  can  no  longer  be  suited  for  his  position. 

DRILL,   TARGET  PBACTICE,   ETC. 

Squad  and  **  setting-up  "  di'ill  commenced  on  the  3rd  April  and  continued  until 
the  12th  May.  All  non-commissioned  officers  had  opportunities  of  instructing  squads, 
superintended  by  Inspector  Huot  and  myself. 

Tai'get  practice  with  carbine  began  on  the  14th  May  and  finished  the  2nd  June. 

Revolver  practice  commenced  on  the  4th  June  and  finished  on  the  12th. 

The  division  was  fVilly  instructed  in  mounted  drill,  as  laid  down  in  the  Mounted 
Infantry  Regulations,  while  under  canvas  at  the  Four-Mile  Ci*eek,  preparatory  to  mov- 
ing out  of  the  Kootenay  District.  Every  movement  in  the  book  has  been  performed 
well  and  thoroughly  gone  into. 

During  the  winter  months  the  men  were  thoroughly  insti'ucted  in  the  duties  of 
a  constable,  as  laid  down  in  the  "  Constables'  Manual,"  Inspectors  Wood  and  Huot 
each  taking  their  sub-division  every  other  night  until  the  entii^e  book  had  been 
thoroughly  gone  through.  This  has  had  a  very  beneficial  effect,  the  men  having 
taken  great  interest  in  it.  I  would  recommend  that  every  member  of  the  foi-ce  be 
issued  with  one  of  these  manuals,  and  prizes  given  to  the  most  efficient  man  in  each 
division. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  members  of  the  "  D"  Division,  as  regards  physique,  are  a  fine  body  of  men, 
a  gi'eat  many  being  considei*ably  over  6  feet  high,  and  measuring  as  much  as  44 
four  inches  around  the  chest.  Taking  the  division  all  through,  the  average  height 
is  5  feet  9Jinches ,  and  chest  measurement  38J  inches. 

RECRUITS. 

The  only  reci'uit  taken  on  in  this  division  during  the  past  year  was  ^E^l.  No. 
2184,  Constable  D.  Ritchie,  who  has  gone  through  his  course  of  drill  and  is  tolerably 
conversant  with  his  duties  as  a  constable. 
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HEALTH. 


The  only  serious  case  of  illness  during  the  past  twelve  months  was  that  of  the 
late  Eegl.  No.  1836,  Constable  Mitchell,  ,who  died  at  Eootenay  on  the  15th 
December,  1887,  the  last  victim  of  the  fever  epidemic  at  that  place.  Since  then  the 
general  health  of  the  membei*s  of  the  division  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired. 


RATIONS. 


The  rations  supplied  to  the  division  have  been  of  excellent  quality,  and  no  com- 
plaints of  any  consequence  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  beef  and  vegetables  were  purchased  in  the  Kootenay  District ;  the  groceries, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  purchased  just  before  leaving,  were  sent  fi*om 
headquarters,  and  the  flour  from  the  same  source,  with  the  exception  of  some  10,000 
pounds,  purchased  from  Mr.  Gralbmith  during  the  early  spring,  and  which  was  quite 
equal  to  any  that  could  be  obtained  in  the  North-West  Teriitories. 

KITS,  CLOTHING,  ETC. 

The  supply  of  clothing  for  the  division  ran  short  during  the  early  pai't  of  the 
vear,  before  the  division  left  Kootenav,  but  since  its  arrival  at  Macleod  all  shortages 
have  been  made  up,  and  kits  are  complete.  Far  caps,  breeches,  stockings,  are  of  bettor 
quality  than  last  year.    The  grey  overcoats  are  inferior,  as  reported  oefore. 

INCREASED  RATES  OF  PAY. 

Dunng  the  past  year  forty-nine  members  of  the  division  have  received  t  he 
increase  awarded  as  good  conduct  pay,  and  six  artizans  working  at  their  trades. 

ARMS  AND  ARTILLERY. 

The  present  Winchester  carbine  appears  to  have  served  its  pui'pose,  being 
inaccurate,  easily  damaged,  and  requiring  a  great  deal  of  care  in  cleaning.  1  beg  to 
suggest  that  it  be  changed  this  year  to  some  other  arm  which  has  been  tested  for 
military  pui-poses. 

It  is  astonishing  that  the  Winchester  carbine  has  done  as  well  as  it  has,  for  some 
of  them  have  been  a  great  many  yeare  in  use,  and  if  there  is  anything  that  would 
indicate  that  careful  inspections  ai'e  made,  and  the  men  of  the  force  are  careful  of 
the  Goverament  property,  it  is  the  fact  that  these  arms  have  been  kept  in  an  efficient 
state,  considering  the  exceedingly  i*ough  usage  they  necessarily  receive. 

The  present  pattei-n  (tf  pistol  (Enfield)  is  all  that  is  required,  combining  simplicity 
of  action  with  tolerable  accuracy  in  shooting. 

The  number  of  carbines  in  the  division  was  102,  out  of  which  9  were  broken 
during  the  year.  '  Of  revolvers,  out  of  89,  8  have  been  broken. 

DESERTIONS. 

The  desertions  during  the  last  twelve  months  have  been  four  in  number,  viz.,  Con- 
stable Keays,  4th  April ;  Constable  McDonald,  6th  April ;  Constable  Steele,  19th  April ; 
Constable  O'Connor,  3rd  May — but  there  is  no  prospect  of  any  more,  as  the  men 
appear  to  be  well  contented  with  their  lot.  Desertions  usually  occm*  in  the  first  year 
of  a  man's  service,  and  it  is  generally  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  a  roving  life, 
or  who  have  always  lived  in  large  cities,  where  sources  of  amusement  are  numerous, 
or  those  who  have  got  into  debt  and  are  disheartened  thereby. 

The  class  among  which  no  desertions  take  place  appears  to  me  to  be  those  of 
young  Canadians  or  Englismen  of  good  education,  and  farmers'  sons  and  respectable 
mechanics  from  the  Canadian  Provinces.  K  recreation-room  accomodation  were 
increase,  gymnasium  and  libraries  established,  canteens  carried  on  on  the  same  footing 
as  in  the  army,  thei*e  would  be  very  few  desertions.  The  construction  of  the  Montana 
Centra)  Kailway  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  force,  in  having  oven*un 
Montana  with  workingmen,  reducing  the  rates  of  wages  in  that  Territory. 
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SAVINGS  BANK  DEPOSITS. 


The  banking  account  of  the  division  during  the  past  twelve  months  was  been 
exceptionally  g<^,  Taking  the  average,  the  savings  have  been  $5  per  man  per 
mon^,  and  the  total  savings  for  the  year  $4,380.89. 


INSPECTION  OP  DIVISION. 

The  division  was  inspected  by  the  Assistant  Commi(»siouer  in  Kootenay  on  two 
occasions,  viz.,  the  Ist  March  ana  20th  July,  1888,  and  shortly  after  its  arrival  at 
Foi-t  Macleod,  viz.,  on  the  10th  September,  by  the  Commissioner,  accompanied  by  the 
AsMHtant  Commissioner. 

HORSES. 

During  the  month  of  December,  188*7,  all  the  horses,  except  the  pack  train,  and  a 
few  stabled  in  case  of  an  emei'gency,  were  out  on  herd,  and  were  not  fed  any  oats. 
The  paek  horsCH  and  mules  were  allowed  a  small  quantity  daily,  those  in  the  stable 
being  fed  what  they  required.  A  weekly  inspection  of  the  horses  on  herd  took  place 
during  the  time  the  division  was  in  Kootenay. 

'Rie  health  of  the  horses  continued  to  be  good  until  the  latter  end  of  July,  when 
the  herd  was  removed  from  the  range,  where  they  had  been  all  the  summer,  and 
brought  neai-er  to  the  fort,  preparatory  to  the  division  moving  out  of  the  district, 
when  some  of  them  became  very  sick  fi'om  the-  eifects  of  having  eaten  of  a  poisonous 
weed,  common  to  the  Kootenay  District,  which  caused  severe  diarrhoea,  and  many 
soon  showed  t^igns  of  extreme  weakness.  The  greater  number  recovered  sufficiently 
to  be  used  on  the  line  of  march  to  Foi*t  Macleod,  four  only  being  too  weak.  These 
were  driven  by  some  of  the  men. 

I  found  it  necessary  to  hire  four  ponies  from  Mr.  Fenwick  to  relieve  the  four 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  weed. 

Since  our  arrival  at  Macleod  their  general  condition  has  been  good.  Only  a  few 
required  for  use  are  kept  in  the  post,  the  remainder  being  on  herd. 

The  quantitv  of  oats  fed  to  the  horses  kept  in  the  post  ai'e  10  lbs.  to  the  team  and 
8  lbs.  to  the  saddle  per  diem.  Only  one  horse  has  been  lost  from  the  division  this  year, 
viz.,  horse  Eegl.  No,  148,  whose  back  became  sore  and  afteinvards  frozen,  while 
on  a  trip  from  Kootenay  to  Golden  City,  B.C.,  which  incapacitated  it  for  further 
use  as  a  saddle  hoi*se. 

Pour  horses  were  received  at  Kootenay  from  Calgary  for  the  use  of  the  division. 
One  of  these  subsequently  met  with  an  accident,  from  which  it  died. 

Since  our  aiTival  at  Macleod  eight  other  hoi*ses  have  been  received,  all  team,  one 
of  which  has  since  died,  together  with  a  saddle  horse,  which  had  to  be  shot  in  conse- 
quence of  having  broken  its  leg.  The  horses,  on  the  whole,  have  stood  the  work  very 
well,  and  have  improved  much  in  size  while  in  British  Columbia,  which  appears 
to  be  a  better  country  for  hoi^ses  than  the  North-West,  as  young  horses  grow  to  far 
larger  proportions. 

The  total  distance  travelled  by  the  horses  of  this  division  during  the  year  wae* 
45,037  miles. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

The  harness  belonging  to  the  division  when  in  Kootenay,  viz.,  three  sets  lead 
and  ten  sets  wheel,  were  very  old  and  almost  useless,  having  been  in  use  some  yeaxs^ 
and  on  the  removal  of  the  division  fi'om  that  district  were  sold  by  auction  with  the 
i*emainder  of  stores,  and  the  prices  realized  were  far  in  excess  of  their  real  valae,. 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  freiffhting  things  into  the  country. 

On  arrival  at  Macleod  the  division  received  one  set  lead  and  seven  sets  wheel 
harness,  all  of  good  quality,  four  sets  of  the  latter  being  light,  the  other  three  heavr. 

No  change  in  the  saddles  has  occurred  during  the  year  ;  they  are  sixty-two  m 
number,  and  all  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 
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There  are  twenty-three  Aparejos  belonging  to  the  pack  train,  and  although  they 
have  all  necessarily  received  rough  usage,  have  been  kept  in  a  state  of  repair  and 
efficiency. 

TRANSPORT. 

Our  transport  in  Kootenay  consisted  of  four  waggons  and  a  buck-board.  These 
were  sold  on  tne  division  leaving  Kootenay,  and  as  all  of  the  wageons  wei'e  very 
old,  I  consider  they  brought  a  fair  figure,  and  far  in  excess  of  what  theii'  value 
would  have  been  had  they  oeen  brought  away  with  us.  Since  our  an*ival  here  we 
have  received  three  heavy  waggons,  two  light  waggons,  two  double  and  one  single 
buck-board. 

The  light  waggons  needed  alteration ;  the  brakes  were  bad,  and  the  reaches,  in 
nearly  eveiy  case,  too  long. 

The  remainder  of  the  vehicles  are  all  that  is  required,  although  to  complete 
the  compliment  required  for  use  of  the  division  five  heavy  waggons,  two  double 
and  two  single  buck-Doards,  and  one  patrol  waggon  are  necessary. 

FORAGE. 

The  oats  received  by  the  division,  while  in  Kootenay,  were  sent  from  the  east, 
and  were  of  good  quality.  They  deteriorated  to  some  extent  in  shipment  from  Golden 
to  the  Post,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  that  they  were  handled  five 
times,  being  brought  up  by  steamer,  small  boat,  waggon  and  pack  animal.  Thei-e 
wei-e  not,  however,  sufficient  to  give  a  full  allowance  to  each  horse,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  expected  the  remainder  could  be  obtained  in  the  district,  which  pi*oved  to 
be  incoiTect,  as  the  failure  of  the  crops,  through  frost,  prevented  the  farmei-s  fmm 
supplying  any,  instead  of  the  100,000  pounds  they  had  agreed  to  do,  provided  the 
ci'ops  had  been  a  success.  Fortunately,  the  hoi'ses  thrived  very  well  on  a  reduced 
allowance. 

STABLES  AT  KOOTENAY. 

The  stables  built  by  the  division  were  for  the  accommodation  of  seven tj'^-five 
horses,  although,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  greater  number  were  always  on  heH, 
only  half  the  building  was  called  into  use. 

The  whole  of  the  stabling  was  eonstinicted  by  (he  men  of  the  division,  and  turnt»d 
out  to  be  excellent  buildings. 

MACLEOD. 

The  few  hoi-ses  required  for  the  use  of  the  division  in  case  of  an  emergency,  or 
for  use  round  the  Post,  are  stabled  in  half  of  one  of  the  "  H  "  Division  buildings,  until 
the  new  stable,  now  in  the  course  of  construction,  is  finished.  The  remainder  of  the 
horses  are  either  on  heixl  or  on  outpost  duty. 

BARRAOKS  AND  BARRAOK  FURNITURE. 

The  barracks  occupied  by  the  division  while  in  Kootenay  were  those  erected  by 
the  men  of  the  division,  and  furnished,  as  far  as  the  bed-trestles,  tables,  forms,  &c., 
are  concerned,  by  the  ti'oop  cai-penter.  On  removal  of  the  division  to  Fort 
Macleod  the  barracks  were  given  in  charge  of  Mr.  O.  O.  Dennis,  Provincial  Constable 
for  the  Kootenay  Distnct,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  yourseli, 
and  he  immediately  took  up  his  quarters  in  the  building  previously  occupied  by  the 
officera,  the  better  to  guara  against  any  destruction  to  the  other  buildings  by  his 
presence  on  tlie  spot. 

On  aiTival  at  Macleod  the  division  was  under  canvas  until  the  14th  September, 
when  those  men  not  going  on  detachment  moved  into  the  fort. 

.  I  beg  to  suggest  that  iron  bed-cots  be  provided  for  use  in  baiTacks,  the  pi'esent 
wooden  trestles  being  only  a  make  shifi,  and  cause  great  inconvenience  and  loss  of 
space  during  the  day. 
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FUEL. 


The  fuel  used  in  Kootenay  was  pine  wood,  received  by  contract  from  Hr.  Qt. 
Cowan,  at  $3.90  per  cord,  delivered.  This  wood  was  very  good,  and  gave  great 
satisfaction.    Since  our  arrival  at  Macleod  coal  has  been  substituted. 


FIRE  PROTECTION. 


A  supply  of  buckets  and  casks  to  hold  wHter  were  furnished  to  all  the  buildings 
in  Kootenay,  for  prevention  against  fires,  but  were  only  called  into  use  on  one 
occasion,  when  they  succeeded  in  putting  out  the  fire  before  any  material  damage 
woH  done. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  at  Kootenay  was  received  from  the  Kootenay  River,  whidh 
ran  immediately  below  the  fort,  and  was  procured  by  a  water-cart  made  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  supply  was  plentiful  and  very  good  during  the  gi*eater  portion  of  the 
year.  Only  when  the  snow  was  melting  in  the  mountains  and  the  river  running 
unusually  high  has  the  water  been  at  all  muddy. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

A  road  has  been  in  the  course  of  construction  during  the  past  year  between 
(lolden  City  and  the  Post  at  Kootenay,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  communication 
between  those  points,  as  heretofore  the  river  and  pack  ti*ail  were  the  only  means  of 
travel  or  freighting. 

A  bridge  was  placed  over  Wild  Horse  Creek,  about  a  mile  above  the  fort,  but 
was  partly  washed  away  wh^n  the  waters  rose  in  the  spring. 

Other  bridges  have  been  placed  over  the  Bull  and  Elk  Rivers,  which  were 
utilized  by  the  division  when  en  route  to  Fort  Macleod. 

A  bndge  was  constructed  over  the  Kootenay  River  on  the  trail  to  Golden  from 
the  Post,  and  another  nearly  opposite  the  fort,  joining  the  Sand  Point  Trail. 

FERRIES. 

The  only  ferry  of  any  consequence  in  Kootenay  was  Galbraith's  Pen*y,  con- 
necting the  Post  with  the  western  bank  of  the  Kootenay  River  and  the  Sand 
Point  tmil.     A  bridge  is  now  in  the  course  of  constiniction  at  this  point. 

SETTLERS. 

The  settlei*H  in  the  Kootenay  District  are  few  and  far  between,  the  ingress  and 
egress  to  the  country  being  at  present  too  difficult  to  encoura^  people  to  settle. 
There  being  no  market  in  which  their  products  could  be  carried  without  entailii^ 
too  great  an  expense  is  also,  necessarily,  a  great  drawback,  and  as  the  prices  of  au 
articles  of  food  are  vei-y  high,  owing  to  their  having  to  be  packed  or  hauled  in  by 
ponies  or  mules,  the  district  will,  in  my  opinion,  take  many  years  to  settle  up,  unle^n^ 
gi'eater  facilities  of  ingress  and  egi'css  are  made. 

CROPS. 

Grrain  crops,  on  the  whole,  owing  to  frosts,  are  anything  but  a  sure  crop,  but 
during  the  past  year  wheat  was  ripe  by  the  28th  July,  quite  a  month  earlier  than  in 
the  North-West  Territories.  Root  crops  do  verv  well,  attaining  very  fair  proportions, 
and  such  vegetables  as  rhubarb,  beans,  peas,  «c.,  that  have  ali-eady  been  tried,  have 
turned  out  a  very  fair  success. 

RANCHING   PROSPECTS. 

The  ranching  prospepts  of  the  Kootenay  District  are  very  good,  owing  to  the 
excellent  quality  and  quantity  of  both  grass  and  water,  and  also  the  extensive  shelter 
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aflbrded  by  the  woods,  which,  through  the  greater  part  of  the  Eootenay  valley, 
reBemble  an  English  park  more  than  anything  else. 

The  grass,  which  is  principally  bunch,  aftbrds  excellent  nourishment  to  cattle 
and  horses,  but  is  far  more  easihr  eaten  out  than  the  *^  buffalo  "  and  other  grasses  of 
the  Korth-West  Territories.  Hence,  for  a  limited  number  of  cattle  or  horses  the 
ranching  prospects  are  very  good,  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  about  8,000  head  would 
tax  its  capabilities  to  the  utmost. 

OAME. 

The  principal  animals  belonging  to  the  Kootenay  District  are  the  rocky 
mountain  sheep  and  goats,  cariboo,  white  and  black-tail  deer,  antelope,  grizzly,  black 
and  brown  bears,  beaver,  otter,  lynx,  marten  and  wolves. 

Of  the  two  former  species,  the  mountains  afford  an  almost  inexhaustable  supply, 
owing  to  the  dificulty  of  hunting  them.  The  cariboo,  deei*  and  antelope  are  far  more 
scarce,  owing  to  the  Indians  hunting  them  in  winter,  when  the  deep  snow  renders 
escape  difficult  and  large  numbers  are  killed. 

The  beaver  are  now  very  scarce,  although  a  few  may  still  be  seen  a  few  miles  up 
the  St.  Mary's  River,  which  joins  the  Kootenay  River  immediately  above  the  for^, 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  tne  district. 

Of  lynx  and  wolves  there  are  large  numbers,  some  of  the  latter  bein^  of  unu8u- 
ally  large  size.  The  marten  ai*e  also  plentiful,  as  are  bears,  both  grizzly  and  black. 

Of  feathered  game,  geese,  ducks  and  blue  grouse  are  the  most  plentiful.  Pi*aii'ie 
chicken,  plover,  wild  pigeons  and  snipe  are  also  to  be  found  in  ceii^ip  localitieis 
throughout  the  district. 

Of  fish,  the  principal  species  are  salmon,  ti*out,  whitefish  and  pike,  although 
several  other  varieties  are  to  be  found  in  almost  all  the  rivers  and  lakes  throughout  the 
district,  and  these  form  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  food  to  the  Indians  in  those 
parts. 

LIQUOR  LAWS,  N.  W.  TERRITORIES. 

The  liquor  laws  at  present  in  force  are  most  unpopular,  and  veiy  difficult  to 
enforce. 

The  reason  for  passing  the  Act  was  to  prevent  the  sale  ot  intoxicants  to  Indians, 
and  tor  that  purpose  answered  very  well,  as  it  was  then.  Six  months  afler  the  arrival 
of  the  Police  in  this  district,  in  1874,  the  illicit  traffic  was  suppressed,  and  no  serious 
trouble  has  been  caused  since  from  the  drunkenness  of  the  Indians;  but  when  the  same 
law  is  applied  to  the  whites  it  is  quite  another  thing. 

The  ulicit  tmffic  in  liquor  has,  as  a  rule,  the  sympathy  of  the  public,  and  the 
experience  of  the  Police  force  has  shown  that  there  is  more  drunkenness  under  the 
present  system  and  more  injury  done  to  the  health  of  individuals  through  this  law 
than  if  respectable  houses  were  licensed.  Licensed  houses,  having  no  occasion  to 
sm aggie,  would  provide  liquor  of  a  good  quality.  Under  the  system  of  smuggling, 
which  prevails,  tne  dealer  brings  in  pui*e  alcohol,  and  by  the  admixture  of  perni- 
cious drugs  and  water  makes  it  into  an  article  resembling  whiskey  in  color  but  most 
dangerous  in  its  effects. 

My  recent  experience  in  British  Columbia  also  shows  mo  that  as  far  as  the 
Police  force  is  concerned  there  are  fewer  offences  against  discipline  committed 
through  the  effects  of  drink,  in  a  country  where  there  are  numerous  licensed  houses, 
than  in  the  North-West  Territories. 

As  far  as  the  public  in  the  Kootenay  District  are  concerned,  there  was  less 
drunkenness  noticeable  among  them,  during  my  stav  of  over  twelve  months,  than  I 
have  seen  during  the  last  three  months  in  the  Noi*th-West  Territories,  although  the 
very  strictest  steps  were  being  taken  by  the  officer  commanding  here  to  keep  down 
the  traffic. 

PROMOTIONS,   ETC. 

I  would  suggest  that  owing  the  scarcity  of  non-commissioned  officei's,  when  the 
numerous  outposts  are  considered,  there  be  thi*ee  or  four  lance-corporals  in  each 
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diviBion.  Under  the  system  that  has  been  in  force  for  some  years,  men  are  promoted 
to  coi'porals  from  a  constable  direct,  and,  in  some  cases,  in  a  few  weeks  tne  officer 
commanding  the  division  finds  that  some  of  the  men,  although  first-class  constables, 
have  not  the  tact  and  firmness  requii*ed  for  the  position  of  non-commissioned  officers! 
By  havinff  several  lance-coi'porals  in  the  division  it  will  facilitate  the  carrying  out  of 
the  duty  m  a  proper  manner,  and  when  a  vacancy  for  a  corporal  occurs  the  oest  of 
the  lance-coj-porals  could  be  promoted. 

The  officer  commanding  the  division  could  alwo  be  in  a  position  to  revert  to  the 
ranks  any  lance-corporal  unfit  for  the  position  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  without 
giving  them  an  entry  in  the  defaulters'  book. 

MARCH   OUT   OF    KOOTKNAY. 

The  division  was  stationed  in  Kootenay  District,  British  Columbia,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  year  until  the  Tth  of  August,  wh^n  the  object  for  which  the  Police 
were  sent  into  that  district,  viz.,  the  preHei-vation  of  peace  and  the  restoration  of 
friendly  relations  between  whites  and  Indians,  having  oeen  attained,  I  marched  to 
this  place  vid  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass. 

Early  in  the  spnng  I  reported  to  you  that  in  my  opinion  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass 
was  the  best  route  by  which  to  move  troops  from  the  Kootenay  District  to  this  post, 
and  having  obtained  your  approval  of  my  suggestion,  I  received  eveiy  assistance 
from  the  pi*ovincial  authorities  to  enable  me  to  make  the  mai*ch  without  any  serious 
inconvenience,  in  the  way  of  repairing  trails,  bridges,  &c.,  as  far  as  the  summit  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  from  which  point  to  "  The  Gap  "  of  the  Crow's  Nest  the  trail  is 
comparatively  easy  for  travellers  accustomed  to  a  mountainous  country. 

After  receiving  your  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  to  Macleod  I  put  the 
division  through  their  annual  coui^se  offsetting  up"  and  foot  drill,  musketry 
instruction  and  target  practice,  with  both  pistol  and  carbine. 

Having  been  informed,  on  the  29th  June,  that  the  tmil  thi'ough  the  Crow's  Nest 
Pass  had  been  cleared  by  the  working  party,  who  were  then  I'eturning,  I  sent  Inter- 
preter Berland,  an  experienced  packer,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  trail.  He 
returned  on  the  22nd,  having  made  a  rapid  ride  to  the  vicmity  of  the  Summit,  and 
repoiiied  the  ti*ail  in  good  orr^r,  which  I  i*eported  to  you,  and  also  informed  you  that 
I  had  sent  Packer  Brown,  with  the  Police  pack  train  loaded  with  oats  and  biscuits,  as 
fai*  as  the  Summit,  with  instruction  to  carefully  '*  cache  "  a  day's  supply  for  the  division 
at  intei*vals  of  one  day's  march,  the  last  "cache"  to  be  made  sixteen  miles  from  the 
lower  lake,  on  the  Old  Man's  River,  were  I  was  awai^e,  and  had  reported  to  you,  that 
waggons  could  be  easily  brought  to  meet  the  division  with  supplies,  and  a  change  of 
the  loads  from  the  pack  animals  to  the  waggons  be  made.  Packer  Bi'own  performed 
the  work  of  "caching"  the  provisions  satisfactorily.  On  the  16th  June  I  I'eceived  definite 
oi-ders  to  move  to  Macleoa,  and  before  leaving  to  sell  stores,  barrack,  furniture,  &c., 
and  notices  were  posted  up  to  that  effect. 

On  the  5th  July  Mr.  Michael  Phillips,  Indian  Agent  for  the  Eootenays,  reported 
to  me  that  there  was  some  danger  of  the  American  Indians  of  Tobacco  Plains,  UJS., 
causing  trouble  to  us,  as  it  was  said  that  the  intention  of  the  American  Grovernment 
was  to  move  them  on  to  their  reserve  by  force,  on  account  of  some  murders  which  had 
been  committed  by  them  last  autumn.  I  immediately  cancelled  all  orders  for  the 
march  of  the  division,  and  requested  Mr.  Phillips  to  go  to  Tobacco  Plains  with 
Inspector  Wood  and  ascertain,  by  careful  enquiiy,  whether  any  reliance  could  be 
placed  upon  the  report  of  the  state  of  the  Indians  in  that  section  of  the  country. 
Inspector  Wood  returned  on  the  16th  July  and  i^eported  all  quiet. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  ariived  in  the  district  on  the  19th  July  and  inspected 
the  division  befbi-e  its  march  to  Macleod,  and  having  performed  that  duty  waited  for 
the  final  ordeiii  to  move,  which  had  necessarily  been  cancelled  until  the  receipt  by 
you  of  Inspector  Wood's  report  on  the  state  of  the  Indians  at  Tobiicoo  Plains. 

Pending  the  arrival  of  oMers  for  the  march,  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  accom- 
panied by  myself,  proceeded  to  Tobacco  Plains  on  the  22nd  July,  and  making  a  rapid 
trip  returned  to  camp  at  Kootenay  on  the  25th. 
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InBpector  Huot,  who  had  been  sent  to  McKay's  on  duty,  returned  on  the  25th 
with  ordei*B  from  you  directing  me  to  march  to  Macleod.  I  notified  the  settlei's  that 
the  sale  of  Police  stores,  &c.,  would  be  held  on  the  4th  August. 

On  the  3rd  I  sent  Coi*poral  Waiteand  Constable  Eales  to  Macleod  with  a  letter 
to  Superintendent  Neale,  requesting  him  to  send  waggons  and  oate  to  OJd  Man's 
Lake,  in  the  Ci'Ow's*Nest  Pass,  where  I  reported  the  division  c^uld  dispense  with 
the  pack  train. and  take  waggons.  The  corporal  was  directed  to  guide  the  transpoH 
to  that  point  and  then  ride  on  and  meet  the  division. 

Inspector  Wood  was  sent  in  advance  on  the  5th,  in  charge  of  a  party  to  clear 
away  any  trees  that  had  fallen  across  the  pack  trail  during  the  intervals  since  the 
i*oaa-maker8  had  completed  the  trail. 

Corporal  Bunt,  Constables  Davis  and  Edgar  wei*e  to  do  the  chopping 
out  and  clearing  of  the  trail.  Constable  Street  ^acted  as  packer.  The  party  had 
orders  to  keep  two  da^s'  march  in  advance,  if  possible,  ancl  on  arrival  at  Old  Man's 
Lake  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  division. 

On  the  6th  Mr.  R  L.  P.  Galbraith  brought  his  pack-train  out  to  camp,  which 
consisted  of  fifty-four  pack  animals,  which  had  been  hired  for  the  march,  and  made 
up  his  packs  for  the  start  next  morning. 

Everything  was  ready  for  a  move,  the  auction  sale  of  Police  stores,  Ac,  that 
had  been  advertised  for  the  4th,  having  taken  place  on  that  date,  when  all  the 
articles  were  sold  that  it  was  considered  unadvisable  to  bring  back  to  the  North- 
West.  I  arranged  that  the  men  should  only  need  to  unpack  half  their  rolls  of 
bedding  at  night,  by  doubling  up  in  the  tents,  so  as  to  save  time  in  making  up  the 
packs  in  the  morning. 

On  Tuesday,  the  7th,  reveille  was  ordered  at  daybreak,  and  the  division  to 
march  at  5:30  a.m.,  but  some  of  the  herd  strayed  during  the  night,  which  delayed  me 
unlil  7:30,  when  I  marched  for  Fort  Macleod  via  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass. 

Staff  Sergeant  Fane  had  started  for  the  same  place  the  previous  morning,  via 
Gk)iden  City  and  Lethbridge,  taking  with  him  five  constables  and  a  variety  of 
division  stores,  which  it  was  deemed  unadvisable  to  sell  in  Kootenay.  The  heavy 
stores,  such  as  the  reserve  ammunition  and  safe,  were  already  at  Sam's  Landing, 
waitim^  for  shipment. 

The  column,  consisted  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  constables 
of  "  D  "  Division, ;  three  packers  in  the  employ  of  the  Grovernment.  Mr.  R  Galbraith 
and  ten  packera,  ten  team  hoi'ses  ridden  by  the  men  of  the  division,  forty-eight  saddle 
horses,  twenty-five  police  pack  animals  and  fifty-four  of  Mr.  Gal braith's  pack  animals 
Three  of  the  horses  which  had  eaten  of  a  poisonous  weed  common  to  Kootenay,  and 
which  causes  severe  diarrhoea,  showed  signs  of  weakness,  and  it  was  decided  to 
examine  them  carefully  at  the  first  camp,  and  make  some  other  arittngementM  for 
the  transport  of  the  ridei*s.  Near  Fisher  Lake,  Constable  Blick,  reported  that 
through  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Wood  Inspector  Wood  was  unable  to  proceed  with  the 
advanced  paiiy,  and  that  the  surgeon  was  required.  Assistant-Surgeon  Powell 
proceeded*  at  once  to  Inspector  Wood's  camp,  as  required. 

The  division  halted  at  the  Lower  Fish  Lake,  "  cache  "  No  1,  at  11  a.  m.,  the  day's 
march  being  over,  as  owing  to  the  delay  caused  by  packing  and  unpacking,  animals 
used  for  that  purpose  are  never,  except  for  a  forced  march,  compelled  to  make  more 
than  one  drive  of  about  fifteen  miles  per  diem. 

The  "  cache  "  of  oats  and  biscuits  left  hej*e  by  Packer  Brown  were  found  all  nght, 
with  the  exception  of  two  sacks  ofoata,  which  had  been  taken  and  "cached  "  near  at 
hand,  to  be  taken  away  when  the  division  had  passed ;  but  fortunately  the  oats  were 
found  in  time  to  be  of  service  to  the  division. 

On  the  8th,  marched  at  5:30  a.  m.,  the  trail  passing  through  a  beautiful,  park-like, 
undulating  countiy,  watered  by  numerous  small  sti'eams,  and  timbered  with  fir,  pine 
and  poplar,  with  the  mountains  close  upon  the  left.  We  crossed  Bull  Eiver  at  7:45,  a.m. 
by  a  narrow  but  good  bridge.  There  is  a  magnificent  waterfall  immediately  above 
the  bridge,  and  the  scenery  is  extremely  wild  and  beautiful.  The  canon  beneath 
the  bridge  is  100  feet  in  depth  and  many  miles  in  length,  with  perpendicuka*  wails  of 
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granite,  between  which  the  water  ruBhes  over  numberless  broken  slabs  of  rock,  cast 
down  from  the  mountains  by  some  convulsion  of  nature.  The  trail  turns  west  after 
crossing  the  bridge,  and  follows  the  left  bank  of  the  river  for  some  miles ;  then,  a^r 
crossing  a  bridge  of  1,000  feet  in  height,  turns  south-west  aiid  joins  the  Tobacco  Plains 
trail  from  Kootenay  feny. 

I  here  found  "  cache  "  No.  2,  and  Inspector  Wood  in  camp.  He  had  sent  Corporal 
Bunt  and  party  on  in  the  morning  with  instructions  to  make  up  for  lost  time. 

Assistant-Surgeon  Powell  I'epo^'ted  that  it  was  necessaiy  for  him  to  remain  some 
days  to  place  Mifi.  Wood  out  of  danger. 

I  halted  at  this  "  cache  '*  all  day,  grass  and  wood  being  plentiful,  and  water  foir, 
the  distance  travelled  from  last  camp  being  eighteen  miles. 

9th  August. 

Beveille  at  daybreak ;  marched  at  5:30  a.  m.  I  took  Inspestor  Wood's  horse  and 
pony,  and  left  Mr.  Fenwick^s  two  horses  with  him. 

I  reached  Sand  Creek,  the  end  of  the  day's  march,  at  7:45  a.  m.,  and  the  pack 
train  arrived  at  10:45  a.  m.  The  "  cache  "  was  intact;  wood,  water  and  grass  plentiftd 
and  of  good  quality.  The  country  thi'ough  whiph  we  passed  was  rolling  and 
thickly  timbered,  with  numerous  small  lakes  and  hay  meadows. 

The  men,  after  pitching  their  tents,  tending  their  hoi*ses  and  covering  the  packs 
in  case  of  rain,  employed  themselves  in  bathing,  and  fishing  for  the  beautiful  brook 
trout  which  abouna  in  this  creek. 

10th  August. 

Reveille  at  daybreak ;  marched  at  5:30  a.  m.,  and  passing  thi'ough  a  country 
similar  to  that  travelled  yesterday,  ariived  three  miles  from  camp  at  the  forks  of  the 
trail  to  Macleod.  After  taking  the  Macleod  ti-ail  the  country  continued  thickly 
wooded,  until  Dead  Man's  Creek  waH  reached  (so  named  on  account  of  the  murder 
of  a  miner  at  that  place  in  the  early  days  of  mining  in  Kootenay).  After  crossing 
the  creek  the  appearance  of  the  country  changed  fi*om  thick  woods  to  occasional 
praii'ies.  I  arrived  at  Elk  River  Springs,  distance  twelve  miles  from  Sand  Creek  and 
two  miles  west  of  the  bridge  over  Elk  River,  where  I  halted  for  the  day.  The 
"  cache  "  had  been  disturbed  oy  wild  animals,  but  sufficient  forage  was  left  to  enable  me 
to  give  the  horaes  two  feeds.  The  pack  train  arrived  at  11:30  a.  m.  Water,  grass 
and  feed  were  abundant  and  of  good  quality.  The  saddle  hoi*sos  were  kept  out  to 
graze  until  9:45  p.  m.,  and  then  tied  up  for  the  night. 

11th  August. 

Marched  at  5:30  a.m.,  and  after  climbing  a  very  steep  hill  reached  Elk  River, 
which  here  finds  its  way  out  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass,  and  in  its  western,  course 
rushes  through  a  narrow  canon  of  solid  rock,  which  is  spanned  by  a  narrow  wooden 
bridge,  which  the  command  was  obliged  to  cross  singly  and  on  foot.  The  canon  is 
veiy  deep,  and  the  river  rushes  through  with  great  velocity  until  it  is  lost  in  the 
distance. 

The  ti'ail,  after  ci'ossing  the  bridge,  leads  zig-zag  up  a  very  high  and  steep  moun- 
tain, but  as  all  hands  were  dismounted  the  animals  made  the  ascent  without  much 
difficulty. 

This  hill  had  been  reported  by  many  as  almost  impracticable,  and  many  con- 
fiicting  statements  had  been  made  about  it,  but  my  experience  has  taught  me  that  it 
is  by  no  means  difficult  for  a  mountain  ti*ail,  there  being  many  as  bad  on  the  trail 
from  Golden  to  "  The  Feny." 

After  ascending  the  hill  the  trail  descends  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Elk  River  and 
follows  it  through  a  densely  wooded  ti^act,  covered  with  a  growth  of  cedar  of  inunense 
size,  mixed  with  spruce,  many  of  which  have  been  killed  by  a  fire  that  ran 
through  here  some  years  ago.  Many  small  creeks,  tributaries  of  the  Elk  River,  all 
of  which  ai'e  well  bridged,  were  crossed,  until  8:45  a.m.,  when  the  command  arrived 
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at  our  "  cache  "  which  was  situated  in  an  onen  piece  of  ground,  partly  strewn  with 
windfall,  and  which  is  called  ^^  Ridgeway's  Banche,"  I  suppose  because  no  one  has 
been  there  or  built  a  house. 

The  Elk  River  runs  quite  close  to  the  trail ;  so,  after  making  ourselves  and 
animals  as  comfortable  as  possible,  all  hands  took  full  advantage  of  the  bathing 
facilities  afforded  by  it.  The  ground  being  rough,  no  tents  were  pitched.  The  pack 
t?*ain  arrived  at  11:20  a.m.  Grass,  water  and  fuel  were  plentiful  and  good,  but  the 
numei'ous  windfalls  caused  the  horses  considerable  trouble  in  finding  their  way 
about.    The  division  marched  seventeen  miles  this  day. 

12th  August. 

Broke  camp  at  5:45  a.  m.,  the  delay  being  caused  by  a  bridge  which  had  to  be 
repaired ;  passed  over  a  rolling  piece  of  country,  covered  with  burnt  timber,  half  way 
up  the  mountains,  which  were  close  on  either  hand,  the  summits  being  of  a  naked 
and  forbidding  appearence. 

After  the  first  five  miles  the  grass  became  scanty,  and  was  replaced  by  a  dense 
growth  of  raspberry  bushes  laden  with  ripe  fVuit. 

The  trail  was  somewhat  severe  on  both  saddle  and  pack  ponies,  owing  to  the 
sharp,  short  hills,  which  are  numerous.  Crossed  Coal  Creek,  twelve  miles,  by  a  foixl 
below  the  bridge,  which  appears  to  be  a  flimsy  structure  and  not  likely  to  stand 
next  spring's  freshet.  Moving  along  the  right  bank  of  Coal  Creek,  which  has  a 
north-westerly  course,  and  is  a  tributary  of  Elk  River,  to  which  we  have  bade  fare- 
well, and  after  three  miles  reached  oui*  "  cache  ''and  halted  for  the  day.  Distance 
travelled  sixteen  miles. 

The  "  cache  "  had  been  disturbed  by  wild  animals,  or  perhaps  by  a  party  of  men  who 
had  some  days  previously  driven  some  horses  through  to  the  T^orth- West  Territories. 
The  oats  had  been  scattered  about,  so  much  that  it  was  impossible  to  collect  enough 
to  be  of  any  u^e.  The  camping  place  had  plenty  of  space  to  allow  the  animals  to 
graze,  but  was  covered  by  winc&alls  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  impossible  to  pitch 
the  tents.  Fortunately  the  weather  was  fair,  which  made  a  bivouac  rather  pleasent  than 
otherwise.    The  pack  train  arrived  at  noon.    Water,  grass  and  fuel  were  plentiful. 

13th  August. 

Marched  at  6  a.m.,  continuing  along  the  banks  of  Coal  Creek  for  eight  miles, 
the  trail  passing  over  many  sharp  pitches  and  small  streams.  I  left  the  creek,  and 
crossing  the  Coal  Creek  Summit,  so  called  by  the  earlier  explorei-s,  who  took  it  for 
the  summit  of  the  Rockies,  a6d  very  naturally  so,  as  the  Marten  Creek,  on  the  east 
side  of  this  summit,  runs  in  an  easterly  direction,  but  finally  turns  north  and  joins 
Blk  River.  Passing  over  this  summit  I  crossed  Mai'ten  Creek,  and  moving  along  the 
left  bank  for  four  miles  passed  Perney's  Creek  and  cabin,  and  crossed  over  the  drift 
in  Col.  Baker's  coal  claim.  Here  one  of  Mr.  Gralbi-aith's  pack  mules  fell  over  the 
steep  bank  and  broke  its  neck  and  one  of  its  legs.  The  trail  up  to  this  point  is  very 
rough,  but  rapidly  improves. 

I  crossed  the  crecK  by  a  small  bridge  at  10  a.m.,  and  halted  for  the  day  at  a 
point  one  mile  west  of  Michel  Creek,  a  tributary  of  Marten  Ci*eek,  which  here  runs 
north-west  and  joins  Elk  River.    The  pack  train  arrived  at  11:30  a.m. 

The  march  was  through  the  same  burnt  timber  and  windfall  which  characterized 
that  of  the  previous  day,  while  the  mountains  were  destitute  of  timber  and  much 
lower  than  we  had  yet  seen.  The  grass  at  this  camp  is  not  good,  being  coarse, 
although  plentiful.  The  ground  is  much  obstructed  by  windfall,  but  as  rain  threatened 
the  lofi^  were  rolled  out  of  the  way  and  tents  pitched,  which  proved  fortunate,  as  a 
very  heavy  shower  of  cold  rain  poured  down  dunng  the  greater  part  of  the  night. 
Corporal  Waite  and  Constable  Bales  arrived  from  Macleod,  which  they  had  reached 
in  four  days  from  Kootenay  Ferry.  The  corporal  reported  that  Supenntendent  P.  R. 
Neale  was  camped  near  the  entrance  to  the  rass,  with  •Inspector  Piercy  and  a  train  of 
seven  waggons.  Superintendent  Neale  had  deemed  it  inadvisable  to  come  any  fui'ther, 
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owing  to  reports  made  to  him  (which  have  since  proved  incorrect)  that  the  waggons 
could  not  come  to  Old  Man's  Lake. 

The  distance  covered  this  day  was  seventeen  miles. 

14th  August. 

B]*oke  camp  at  5:30  a.m.,  the  weather  having  become  fair;  crossed  Michel 
Creek  by  a  very  shaky  bridge,  and  moved  eastward  along  the  right  bank  and  through 
the  lirst  large  tract  of  green  timber  we  had  seen  since  entering  the  Pass.  Thegras^ 
became  luxuriant,  and  seveiai  fine  camping  grounds  were  passed,  on  one  of  which 
Chief  Isadore  had  pitched  his  tent.  The  chief  had  come  all  the  way  fix)m  Kooteiiay, 
and  was  on  his  way  to  visit  some  friends  among  the  North  Piegans.  One  of  the 
weak  horses,  while  crossing  the  bridge  over  Michel  Creek,  broke  through,  and  was 
got  out  with  some  difficulty.  Five  miles  from  last  night's  camping  ground  we 
crossed  the  summit  of  the  Eockies,  and  began  to  descend,  passing  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  middle  fork  of  Old  Man's  Eiver.  No  more  burnt  timber  was  now  seen,  the 
appearance  of  the  country  improving  very  much,  and  the  grass  better  than  any  yet 
seen  in  the  Pass.  Passing  the  Upper  Lake  we  came  in  sight  of  Ci-ow's  Nest  Moun- 
tain and  the  Lower  Lake.  The  sceneiy  here  is  beautiful  in  the  extreme,  the  grB88 
good  and  a  great  deal  of  the  ground  open. 

It  was  decided  to  halt  here  for  the  day,  as  sixteen  miles  had  been  covered. 
Shortly  after  i*eaching  this  point  I  received  a  note  from  Superintendent  Neale,  saying 
that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Macleod.  I  then  sent  Sergeant  Allen  to  Inspector 
Piercy,  directing  him  to  bring  the  waggons  to  within  four  and  a-half  miles  of  the 
lake  and  await  my  arrival  next  day.  After  pitching  the  tents  the  men  employed 
themselves  in  fishing  in  the  lake  and  river. 

I  decided  to  leave  here  two  of  the  horses  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  poifK>n- 
ous  weed,  and  to  direct  the  Crow's  Nest  detachment  to  look  after  them  until  sent 
for  from  Macleod. 

15th  August. 

Marched  at  6:30  a.m.,  an  hour  later  than  ustial,  to  enable  the  waggons  to  meet  me 
at  the  appointed  place.  I  found  Inspector  Piercy  waiting  for  me  with  the  transport, 
and,  halting,  transferred  the  loads  from  the  pack  trains  to  the  waggons.  This  took 
some  time,  so  I  decided  to  let  the  division  wait  for  dinner. 

I  examined  the  ti*ail  carefully  from  the  Old  Mans'  Lake  to  where  the  waggons 
met  me,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  quite  practicable  for  waggons  as  far  as  that 
point,  and  I  would  add  that  since  I  passed  over  it.  Superintendent  Macdonell,  with 
two  waggons,  pi'oceeded  to  the  lake  and  returned  without  any  difficulty. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner,  who  had  accompanied  the  division  to  this  point, 
took  a  buck-boaiHl  and  started  to  Macleod. 

After  the  transfer  of  the  baggage  the  division  was  mounted,  and  giving  a  fare- 
well cheer  and  a  short  address  to  Mr.  Galbraith,  whose  obliging  manners  and  great 
hospitality  they  will  long  remember,  moved  off,  and  arrived  by  5:30  p.m.  at  "  The 
Gap,"  where  the  detachment  is  posted.  I  there  found  oats  andprovisions,  the  latter 
wore  not  required,  as  an  ample  supply  had  been  brought  from  Kootenay. 

From  the  Old  Man's  Lake  to  tne  Crow's  Nest  detachment  the  road,  during  low 
water,  is  good ;  there  are  no  bad  hills  and  the  numerous  foixis  over  the  Old  Man's 
Eiver  are  safe.  Mr.  Lee  has  a  hotel  at  a  point  called  "  The  Springs,"  about  four  miles 
from  the  detachment.     Distance  titivelled  was  twenty  miles. 

16th  August. 

The  horses  stampeded  during  the  night  and  were  not  all  recovered  until  9  a.m. 
The  change  from  the  confinement  of  the  wooded  pastures  of  British  Columbia  to  their 
native  plains  seemed  to  make  them  anxious  for  a  run,  and  once  off,  the  night  being 
very  dark,  it  was  difficult  to  get  them  together  again. 

I  marched  a  9:45  a.m.,  and  making  only  a  short  halt  to  rest  the  horses,  i*eached 
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Pincher  Creek  (twenty-five  miles)  at  3:30  p.m.  It  is  said  the  distance  is  called  less  than 
that,  but  as  I  marched  at  a  jog  trot  most  of  the  time,  and  it  took  me  six  hours,  I  have 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  twenty-four  miles  at  least.  The  division  pack  tiain  was  sent 
in  advance  early,  and  were  in  camp  when  we  reached  Pincher  Creek.  Inspector 
Wilson  met  me  some  miles  out  and  gave  me  any  assistance  I  required. 

ITth  August. 

Marched  at  9:30  a.m.,  the  delay  being  caused  by  the  necessary  shoeing  of  the 
teams.  I  left  here  hoi^se  I^6gl.  No.  1399,  which  had  staked  its  fetlock  joint 
daring  the  march  thmugli  the  Pass,  with  the  intention  of  giving  it  a  few  days  rest 
and  ti'eatment.  I  halted  for  dinner  at  1:30  p.m.  at  Scott's  Coulee,  and  marched  again 
at  4  p.m.,  reaching  Macleod  at  7:30,  and  went  into  camp  at  a  point  selected  by  the 
Assistant  Commissioner,  and  repoi*ted  to  Superintendent  Neale. 

On  the  18th  the  camp  was  arranged  in  better  form  and  the  division  made  as  com- 
fortable as  possible. 

Moving  through  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  has  shown  me  that  it  is  quite  an  easy 
matter  to  keep  up  communication  between  the  North-West  and  theKootenay  Distiict 
and  I  suggest  that  this  means  of  communication  be  kept  open,  so  as  to  enable 
troops  to  pass  through  during  the  summer  season,  which  would  require  a  veiy 
small  outlay  per  annum. 

Four  or  five  men  for  one  month  every  summer  will  keep  the  trail  clear. 

The  Pass  appears  to  be  a  firat-class  one  for  railway  purposes,  grades  being  very 
light  and  there  being  very  little  rock  work. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  mentioning  the  great  kindness  received  by 
the  division  at  the  hands  of  M.  R  Galbraith,  Fathers  Cocola  and  Eichards,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clark,  and  many  of  our  neighbors  in  Kootenay.  Duriui?  our  stay  everything 
was  done  to  make  the  time  as  pleasant  as  possible,  and  when  the  fever  broke  out  last 
autumn  Mrs.  Clark  and  others  did  all  in  their  power  to  bring  about  the  speedy 
recovery  of  the  sick  men,  treating  them  more  like  near  i*elations  than  as  strangera. 

The  distance  covered  by  the  division  since  leaving  Kootenay  until  its  amval  at 
¥otFt  Macleod  was  195  miles. 

INDIANS. 

On  the  10th  November,  1887, 1  received  a  telegram  from  the  Indian  Commissioner 
for  Biitish  Columbia,  requesting  me  to  tell  Chief  Isadore  that  he  would  be  responsible 
for  the  payment  in  full  of  his  claim  for  improvements  on  Joseph's  Prairie. 

I  sent  for  the  chief  at  once,  but  he  was  away,  and  did  not  appear  until  the  8th 
December,  1887. 

I  produced  the  telegram  and  explained  it  to  him,  and  asked  him  if  he  was  willing 
to  accept  the  Commissioner's  oflter  and  vacate  the  land  and  the  prairie  at  once.  He 
replied  that  he  would  vacate  the  praine.if  the  money  was  paid  down  at  once,  but  not 
before.  I  told  him  that  his  action  seemed  an  um'easonable  distrust  of  the  woixl  of  the 
Indian  Commissioner;  he  replied  that  he  did  not  mean  that,  and  then  launched  out 
into  a  long  account  of  the  alleged  wrongs  of  the  Indian,  saying  that  the  re^i-ves 
wei*e  not  of  sufficient  size,  that  tne  Commissioners  who  managed  the  resei^ve  question 
should  have  met  the  Indians  in  person,  and,  finally,  that  he  had  repented  with  regard 
to  the  land  on  Joseph's  Prairie,  and  did  not  wish  to  give  it  up.  I  then  told  him  that 
his  action  was  foolish  and  disgracefrfl  in  the  extreme,  and  that  he  could  not  expect 
much  consideration  from  the  Government  after  such  conduct.  That  he  must  now 
tell  me  whether  he  intended  to  give  up  the  land  or  did  not  wish  to  do  so.  I  could 
get  no  direct  answer  from  him;  he  merely  alluded  to  the  reserve  question  again.  I 
permitted  him  to  leave  and  told  him  I  would  discuss  the  matter  with  him  some 
other  time. 

On  the  previous  day  I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Powell,  India^n  Commissioner, 
informing  me  that  he  had  forwarded  and  recommended  that  the  irrigating  ditch  be 
made  on  the  chief's  place,  as  I  had  suggested  in  a  former  letter. 
17— 6i 
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I  sent  Intei-preter  Berland  to  Chief  Tsadore  to  tell  him  of  the  contents  of  the 
Commissioner's  letter,  and  also  to  diirect  him  to  appoint  an  arbitrator  to  decide  upon 
the  improvements  made  by  him  on  Joseph's  Prairie,  and  that  Colonel  Baker'*  repre- 
sentative would  appoint  one  on  his  part.  In  case  the  chief  refused  to  appoint  an 
arbitrator  I  dii^ected  the  interpreter  to  inform  the  chief  that  I  would  appoint  one, 
and  would,  as  soon  as  thej  made  the  awai'd,  pay  him  the  money  allowed  oy  them ; 
but  as  he  had  acted  in  such  an  unreasonable  manner,  by  refusing  to  give  up  the  land, 
I  would,  in  addition  to  handing  over  the  land  to  Colonel  Baker,  withdraw  my  recom- 
mendation for  the  construction  of  the  indgating  ditch  upon  his  land. 

The  intei*preter  was  obliged  to  tell  the  chief  the  whole  of  my  message,  and  upon 
hearing  that  I  had  decided  to  appoint  an  arbitrator,  if  he  did  not,  he  said  that  he 
wished  to  have  Mr.  Edwaixl  Kellv,  J.  P.,  as  his  arbitrator,  and  would  come  and  see 
me  on  the  1 1th.  He  arrived  on  that  date  with  all  his  head  men,  or  sheriffs,  as  they  are 
styled  in  the  Kootenay  District,  and  I  then  told  him  that  I  was  ready  to  send  the 
arbitmtoi's  over,  and  was  glad  to  know  that  he  had  become  awai-e  of  his  folly  in 
refusing  to  give  up  the  land,  infonning  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  would  pay 
him  the  money  down  on  receipt  of  the  arbitration  award.  The  chief  then  began  & 
long  complaint,  saying  that  the  Commissionei*s  for  the  settlement  of  the 
reserves  had  not  treated  him  pi*operly.  He  concluded  by  saying  that 
his  impi*ovementfl  on  Joseph's  Prairie  were  worth  $1,000,  and  that  he  would 
not  take  less.  I  told  him  the  whole  place  was  not  worth  half  the  money,  and 
that  in  consequence  of  his  obstruction  there  was  an  absolute  certainty  of  his  being 
deposed  and  another  chief  appointed  in  his  stead;  that  he  could  only  i*emain  as  a  chief 
as  long  as  he  obeyed  the  laws;  the  old  custom  of  allowing  a  chief  to  remain  in  the 
position,  no  matter  what  his  conduct,  was  no  longer  permitted,  and  good  behavior 
was  his  only  chance  of  retaining  it.  I  found  it  necessary  to  speak  thus  plainly  to 
him,  as  I  am  positive  that  if  I  had  not  dealt  firmly  with  him  he  would  have  kept  the 
matter  in  suspense  until  spring,  and  would  then  give  more  ti'ouble.  The  chief  then 
asked  for  Mr.  E.  Kelly  as  arbitrator,  and  was  told  that  he  could  have  whoever  he 
pleased,  and  directed  him  to  ask  Mr.  Kelly  to  be  ready  to  meet  Colonel  Baker's 
arbitiator  next  day.  • 

After  an  interview  with  the  chief  I  sent  a  mess^e  to  Mr.  Hyde  Baker,  i*equesting 
him  to  appoint  an  arbitrator  on  behalf  of  Colonel  Baker,  according  to  the  terms  of 
agreement  with  the  Commissioners. 

On  the  12th  I  sent  Inspector  Huot  to  Joseph's  Prairie  to  be  pi-esent  at  the  arbi- 
tration. Mr.  Kelly  kindly  consenting  to  repi'esent  Chief  Isadore,  and  with  Mr. 
T.  Leavatt  on  Colonel  Baker's  behalf,  came  to  the  decision  that  the  improvements 
were  woHh  four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  ($490).  This  decision  was  satisfactoiy 
to  Mr.  Hyde  Baker,  as  signified  by  him  to  Inspector  Huot.  I,  therefoi*e,  on  thfr 
arrival  of  Isadore  at  8:30  that  evening,  paid  him  the  sum  awarded  and  took  a  quit 
claim  in  acknowledgment  of  the  same,  i  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  settlement  of 
the  dispute  between  Colonel  Baker  and  Chief  Isadore  disposes  of  what  might,  if  Aot 
settled  amicably,  have  caused  serious  trouble  in  Kootenay,  if  not  an  Indian  revolt, 
the  oonsequences  of  which  would  be  lamentable  should  no  military  foi-ce  be  there  at 
the  commencement. 

During  the  spring  a  quantity  of  seed  and  farm  implements  were  issued  by  the 
Indian  Department  to  those  who  required  such  assistance. 

The  Messre.  McVittie,  of  Calgaiy,  land  survevors,  completed  the  survey  of  the 
Indian  resei-ves  on  the  22nd  April.  They  met  fsadore  while  employed  upon  the 
survey,  and  he,  as  usual,  expressed  himself  dissatisfied  with  the  quantity  of  land 
appointed  to  the  tribe,  and  stated  that  he  had  been  promised  more.  Such  is  not  the 
case,  but  it  is  a  pitv  that  when  the  resei'ves  were  given  to  the  Indians  they  were  not 
obliged  to  acknowledge  the  same  in  writing,  the  chief  being  a  pei'sistent  grumbler- 
In  addition  to  the  survey  of  the  reserves,  and  the  grant  of  seed  and  implements,  an 
appropriation  of  money  has  been  made  to  commence  a  school  and  make  drains  and 
irrigating  ditches. 
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The  school  under  the  supervisio;!  of  Father  Cocola,  of  the  St.  Eugene  Mission,  is 
in  good  hands.  He  is  a  very  conscientious  man,  who  will,  no  doubt,  do  a  great  deal  to 
promote  good  feeling  between  the  white  settlers  and  the  Indians. 

The  appropriation  for  seed,  drainage,  implements  and  school,  appears  to  be 
^nuall,  and  would  not  be  excessive  if  doubled. 

The  work  on  the  irrigating  ditch  for  Chief  Isadore,  and  another  for  the  gardens 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mission,  was  commenced  during  the  month  of  May. 

On  the  24th  May  Colonel  Baker  aiTived  from  Victona,  and  while  passing 
through  his  land  saw  some  corrals  which  had  recently  been  built  by  Chief  tadore. 
He  immediately  informed  me  of  the  fact,  and  requested  me  to  ask  them  to  vacate 
the  land.  I  sent  Inspector  Wood  and  Inteipreter  Berland  over  the  next  day,  and 
foand  that  the  Indians  were  on  Colonel  Baker's  land,  and  had  constructed  some  small 
<sorrals  for  their  cows  and  sheds  for  the  milk  obtained  from  them ;  but  they  said 
that  Mr.  Hyde  Baker  had  given  them  permission  to  stay  there  during  the  summer. 

Inspector  Wood,  according  to  instructions,  asked  the  Indians  to  come  and  see  me 
about  the  matter,  which  they  did  the  same  evening.  They  told  me  then  that  Mr.  Hyde 
Baker  had  given  the  Chief  leave  to  camp  on  the  land.  Soon  after  the  Indians 
interviewed  me,  Colonel  Baker  wi'ote,  saying  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  hai*d  on  the 
Indians,  and  that  they  might  stay  this  year.  I  told  them  so,  and  they  went  away 
satisfied. 

On  the  29th  Colonel  Baker  complained  that  Chief  Isadore,  who  had  been  absent 
when  Inspector  Wood  visited  the  Indian  camp,  had  been  insolent  to  him  when  he 
volunteered  to  show  the  chief  the  boundaries  of  his  estate,  and  accused  him  of  steal- 
ing all  the  land  in  the  country.  I  thought  the  matter  might  turn  out  to  be  serious, 
and  therefore  sent  for  both  Isadore  and  Colonel  Baker,  so  that  the  intei'preter  could 
ascertain  if  there  had  not  been  some  mistake.  They  came  on  the  morning  of  the  31st, 
and  met  in  the  Indian  Department  office,  Agent  Fhilliphs  being  present.  Colonel 
Baker  then  stated  what  had  occuiTed,  and  the  chief  admitted  that  he  said  the 
<5olonel  was  trying  to  take  all  the  land  in  the  country,  but  said  he  meant  no  harm,  as 
the  colonel  appealed  angry,  and  had  told  him  to  leave  in  a  couple  of  days.  This  was 
merely  an  excuse  on  the  part  of  ^the  chief,  as  he  well  knew  the  colonel  did  not  say 
so,  until  he  had  been  insulting  in  his  manner. 

After  Isadore  had  made  his  statement  the  Agent  was  asked  if  he  wished  to  sajr 
anything  to  Isadore,  but  declined,  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  wish  to  appear  as  if 
deciding  upon  a  case  where  one  party  was  holding  the  prominent  position  of  Member 
of  Parliament  for  the  district.  I  therefore  thought  proper  to  tell  Isadore  that  he 
must  avoid  getting  into  any  more  disputes  of  this  kind,  that  Colonel  Baker  was 
friendly  towai-ds  him,  and  that  by  making  quarrels  with  him  or  any  other  people 
without  cause  he  was  acting  against  the  wishes  of  the  Grovernment,  who  had  done 
80  much  for  him  and  his  tribe.  He  seemed  to  feel  ashamed  of  himself,  and  shook 
hands  with  Colonel  Baker,  saying  that  he  would  never  trespass  upon  his  land  again. 

On  the  2nd  July  some  athletic  sports  and  hoi*se  racing  was  held,  in  which  the 
Indians  took  great  interest,  many  of  them  canying  oif  prizes  for  both  foot  and  horse 
events.  They  behaved  in  as  orderly  a  manner  as  any  assembly  of  whites,  and  the 
whole  aftair  went  off  without  a  single  disturbance  of  any  kind. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3rd,  at  the  close  of  the  sports,  the  Indians  assembled 
together,  and,  headed  by  Chief  Isadore,  came  up  to  our  camp  to  wish  the  division 
"  good-bye,"  having  heard  that  we  were  shortly  to  be  i*emoved  from  the  district. 
The  Chief,  in  a  speech  on  behalf  of  his  people,  praised  the  division  generally  for  the 
manly  and  moral  behavior  of  its  membei*s,  and  stated  that  when  we  came  into  their 
district  the  Indians  regai*ded  us  with  suspicion ;  but  now  all  was  changed.  He  hoped 
that  when  we  retunied  to  the  North-West  we  should  look  back  with  pleasure  to  our 
stay  among  them,  as  the  Indians  themselves  would  do,  and  that  they  would  never 
forget  us  as  long  as  they  lived  ;  that  when  the  division  came  in,  and  for  years  before, 
thei*e  had  been  a  mutual  distnist  between  the  white  and  red  men,  but  that  now  that 
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had  all  gone,  chiefly  owing  to  the  good  advice  received  fi-om  the  officers  of  the  Police 
force  and  the  excellent  demeanor  of  the  men  toward  the  Indians. 

I  replied  to  him,  and  told  him  the  advantages  of  peace,  and  that  I  was  glad  to 
hoai-  the  chief  express  himself  as  he  had  done,  and  advised  him  not  to  listen  to  the 
tales  of  any  outsiaei*s,  who  might  be  interested  men,  anxious  to  stir  up  troubles,  and 
that  before  listening  to  any  such  people  he  should  consult  the  Government  oflScers 
and  the  J.  P.'s,  Messrs.  Galbraith,  Colonel  Baker,  Kelly,  and  others,  who  had  been  so 
long  among  them. 

It  is  one  of  the  customs  of  the  Kootenay  Indians  that  at  an  annual  assembly  of 
the  whole  tribe,  any  membei's  thereof  who  have  committed  any  breach  of  the  tribal 
rules  during  the  preceding  twelve  months  shall  be  flogged. 

During  the  month  of  January'  this  assemby  took  place  at  the  Roman  Catholic 
Mission,  and  while  staying  there  the  chief  caused  to  be  flogged  some  thirty  member's  of 
the  tribe,  both  male  and  female,  among  whom  was  one  of  the  sheriflTs,  or  head  *:  on  of 
the  tribe,  for  having  failed  to  report  to  the  proper  authorities  some  cases  of  ga"ibling 
which  had  come  tinder  his  notice.  The  culprit,  for  punishment,  is  first  stripped  ana 
laid  face  downwaixis  on  the  ground,  and  tied  hands  and  feet  to  two  posts,  when  one  of 
the  sheriffs  administer  the  flogging  with  a  rawhide  whip. 

As  many  as  300  lashes  have  been  known  to  be  administered,  although  forty  or 
fifty  cover  the  generality  of  cases. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  June  I  received  a  letter  from  Indian  Agent  Phillips, 
stating  that  the  American  authorities  intended  to  place  certain  renegade  Indians, 
then  camped  on  the  United  States  side  of  the  Tobacco  Plains,  on  a  reserve,  in  which 
case,  they  being  very  unwilling  to  go  on  a  reserve,  he  anticipated  they  would  take 
refuge  on  this  side  of  the  boundary  line,  get  mixed  up  with  the  Kootenay  Indians, 
and,  to  a  cei-tain  extent,  demoralize  them.  The  reason  the  United  States  authorities 
had  for  forcing  them  on  a  reservation  was  on  account  of  the  murder  of  three  white 
men  t>e  previous  summer  and  the  lynching  of  two  Indians  for  the  offence. 

I  sent  Inspector  Wood  to  Tobacco  Plains  at  once,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Phillips, 
with  instructions  to  ^o  as  far  as  Flathead  Lakes  and  ascertain  all  he  could  in  regard 
to  the  affair  in  question.  They  returned  on  the  16th  July,  Inspector  Wood  reporting 
that  all  was  quiet,  and  that  although  the  American  authorities  intended  to  BeM 
troops  to  Tobacco  Plains  for  the  summer  that  they  had  no  intention  at  present  of 
forcing  the  renegade  Indians  on  to  a  reserve,  and  that  there  were  no  further  grounds 
for  anticipating  ti-ouble  in  that  direction. 

Indian  Agent  Phillips,  in  his  report  upop  this  matter,  said:  "That  nothing 
could  be  more  quiet  or  well  behaved  than  our  own  Indians  on  the  Tobacco  Plains, 
and  but  for  the  very  grave  mistake  of  our  Indian  reserve  being  immediately  on  the 
boundary  line  there  would  be  nothing  to  fear  from  the  aiTival  of  undesirable  Indiana 
or  whites  to  the  south  of  the  boundary,  and  that  as  the  American  authorities  did 
not  appear  to  have  any  intention  of  removing  the  Indians  on  to  the  Flathead 
Reserve  there  would  appear  to  be  little  danger  of  any  seiuous  disturbance." 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

Severals  bush  fires  occured  in  Kootenay,  during  the  stay  of  the  division  in  those 
parts,  the  largest  of  which  passed  close  to  the  camp  of  the  division  on  Foui'-Mile 
Creek,  when  preparing  to  leave  the  district. 

Several  small  prairie  fii'es  have  occui'efl  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Post  since  our 
arrival  at  Macleod,  which  will  be  fully  reported  on  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
district. 

GENERAL  WORK. 


During  the  month  of  December,  ISST,  the  men  of  the  division  were  employed  in 
vaiious  ways.  Four  men  and  teams  and  part  of  the  pack  train  were  hauling  oats 
and  stores  from  Canal  Flat.  A  non-commissioned  officer  and  three  constables  were  in 
charge  of  stores  at  Geary  *s  Landing ;  one  constable  in  charge  at  Canal  Flat ;  a  non 
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commissioned  officer  and  two  constables  were  in  charge  of  the  herd  at  Fenwick's 
Lower  Eanch. 

Parties  patrolled  to  Elk  River,  Old  Camp,  Joseph's  Prairie,  The  Mission  and 
other  points.  No  material  change  took  place  until  April,  when  spring  drill  com- 
menced, as  fully  repoi*ted  upon  under  that  heading. 

On  the  13th  May  it  was  repoi-ted  to  me  that  a  man  answering  the  description  of 
Tascott,  the  murderer,  had  been  seen  near  Bull  River.  I  sent  Sergeant  Sinclair, 
and  one  constable,  to  see  if  such  was  the  ease.  They  returned  the  following  day, 
and  reported  that  the  individual  in  question  was  a  newcomer,  but  in  no  way 
resembled  Tascott. 

The  division  generally  was  employed  during  the  month  of  June  with  prepara- 
tions lor  leaving  the  district,  in  accol^dance  with  the  order  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  9th ;  the  pack  train  with  "  caching  "  oats,  Ac,  thi'ough  the  Ci^ow's  Nest  Pass,  as 
has  already  been  fully  reported. 

Contiimal  patrols  were  kept  up  during  this  time  between  the  Post  and  Golden 
City,  Old  Camp,  Col.  Baker's,  The  Mission,  Fenwick's  Ranch,  Tobacco  Plains,  Elk 
River  and  other  points. 

DI80HAROE8. 

The  present  system  of  granting  discharges  appeal's  to  be  very  unsatisfactory. 
A  great  many  of  the  men  on  joining  appear  to  be  under  the  impression  that  on 
putting  down  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  in  the  orderly  room  they  can  leave 
at  once.  Such  is  not  the  case,  only  ihree  men  being  allowed  their  discharge  by 
purchase  every  month.  Men  have  Ilad  to  wait  for  over  twelve  months  on  several 
occasions,  and  during  such  a  time  circumstances  often  change ;  situations  and  other 
advantages  they  might  have  got  have  passed  away.  The  i*esult  is  that  when  permis- 
sion to  leave  is  granted  the  men,  in  many  cases,  are  no  longer  in  a  position  to  accept 
them. 

It  is  my  opinion,  and  that  of  many  other  members  of  the  force,  that  if  discharges 
wei'C  more  easily  obtained  fewer  would  be  asked  for. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  medical  report  for  the  year,  together  with  the  mileage 
of  the  horses  of  the  division. — (Not  pnnted.)  " :([ 

1  am  forwaixiing  by  this  mail  tne  Police  map,  with  the  patrols  marked  down, 
both  in  the  North- West  and  British  Columbia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  sei'vant, 

S.  B.  STEELE, 

Superintendent    Commanding  "D"  Division. 

The  Commissioner, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Regina. 
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APPENDIX  H. 


ANNUAL  KEPOET  OF  SUPEKINTENDENT  A.  B.  PERKY,  **F"   DIVISION 
NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE,  1888. 

Prinob   Albbbt,  3rd  December,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  information  my  annual  report  for  the 
current  year. 

I  am  again  able  to  refer  to  the  satisfactorv  state  of  the  Prince  Albert  District 
No  serious  crimes  have   been  committed  aui*ing  the  year,  and  a  glance  at  the  ' 
criminal  returns  attached  to  this  report  shows  that  very  few  minor  cases  have  been 
disposed  of,  other  than  for  breaches  of  the  North- West  Liquor  Act. 

No  general  advancement  has  taken  place  during  the  year  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  district,  which  is  entirely  due  to  the  want  of  railway  communication.  New 
settlers  cannot  come  in,  and  those  already  here  find  no  market  for  their  produce.  A 
feeling  exists  among  the  farmers  that  it  is  useless  to  grow  more  gi*ain,  or  raise  more 
cattle  than  can  be  profitably  disposed  of;  consequently,  the  acreage  under  crop  is 
not,  this  year,  nor  has  it  ever  been,  proportionate  to  the  population,  nor  has  cattle- 
growing  developed  in  the  manner  which  can  fairly  be  expected  with  an  enlarged 
market.  No  decided  increase  in  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  district  can  be 
looked  for  until  railroad  connection  is  made  with  outside  markets.  Last  season's 
crop  was  a  fairly  good  one,  but  not  as  abundant  as  that  of  1887.  The  yield  is 
estimated  at  25  to  35  per  cent,  lower.  The  quality  of  the  wheat  is  better  tnan  last 
year,  having  escaped  the  blighting  effects  of  frost.  Oats  and  barley  were  fair  crops. 
The  yield  of  potatoes,  which  is  usually  very  large,  was  not  up  to  the  average. 

The  prices  of  all  cereals  are  very  low.  Wheat  is  75  cents  per  bushel,  a  price 
which  compares  unfavorably  with  the  $1.10  reported  as  received  by  the  more 
fortunate  settlers  alon^  the  railway  line.  Oats  sell  for  25  to  30  cents  per  bushel. 
There  is  no  sale  for  barley. 

Beef  cattle  are  selling  for  $25  to  $32  per  head,  according  to  size  and  condition. 

The  fur  trade  is  another  source  of  revenue  in  the  district.  A  great  number  of 
Indians  and  half-breeds  are  engaged  hunting  and  trapping  during  the  season.  Keen 
competition  exists  among  the  traders  to  secure  the  skins,  and,  in  consequence,  small 
trading  posts  are  established  in  every  direction.  The  price  of  the  fur  remains 
stationary  here,  and  often  exceeds  that  received  in  the  markets  of  Europe.  The 
trader  assures  a  profit  to  himself  by  placing  a  big  value  on  the  goods  which  he  trades 
for  the  fur.     No  cash  is  used  in  any  fur  transaction. 

Fur-bearing  animals  are  gradually  decreasing,  and  before  long  will  become 
extinct  in  this  district. 

Future  advancement  will  depend  on  the  farming  and  ranching  interests,  which 
will  develop  most  rapidly  when  the  railway  reaches  here.  A  large  influx  of  settlers 
can  be  conndently  counted  upon,  attracted  by  the  eminent  suitabuty  of  the  country, 
which  adds  to  a  rich  and  fertile  soil  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  water  and  sufficient 
timber  fot  all  purposes. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  of  this  district  ai*e  generally  remarkable  for  the  advance  which  they 
have  made  towards  civilization.  Many  of  the  bands  have  altogether  abandoned  their 
superstitious  practices,  and  outwardly,  at  least,  adhere  to  the  christian  religion. 

Episcopalian,   Presbyterian   and  Boman  Catholic    missionaries  labor  on  the 
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different  reserves,  and  all  profess  themselves  satisfied  with  the  spiritual  condition  of 
the  Indians  under  their  charge.  Good  schools  are  maintained  on  the  principal 
reserves,  and  I  believe  many  of  the  Indian  children  are  learning  rapidly.  There 
seems  to  be  a  want  of  an  industrial  school,  which  would  teach  the  useful  trades  and 
agriculture,  as  well  as  perform  the  ordinary  school  work. 

Some  of  the  smaller  bands  have  no  schools  as  yet,  and  one  or  two  still  retain 
their  old  mannei's  and  customs. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  improvement  in  the  Indians,  there  still  remains  a 
ffreat  amount  of  woi^  to  be  pei*formed  by  earnest  missionaries  and  zealous  teachers 
before  they  will  be  raised  to  any  height  in  the  social  scale. 

Treaty  money  was  paid  this  year  to  a  percentage  of  the  rebel  tribes.  Those  who 
were  specially  recommended  by  the  Indian  Agents  received  it,  and  encouragement 
was  held  out  that  next  vear  all  would  be  accorded  their  full  treaty  rights. 

I  recently  paid  a  visit  to  a  large  number  of  reserves  and  found  the  Indians  well 
satisfied  and  contented  with  the  treatment  given  them  by  the  Indian  Department. 
The  reserves  of  Attackacoops  and  Misstawasis  appeai*ed  very  pi'osperous,  judging  by 
the  stocks  of  grain  and  herds  of  cattle. 

The  Sioux  on  White  Caps*  Reserve  continue  to  improve.  A  school  was  estab- 
ished  there  this  vear. 

There  are  about  170  Sioux  Indians  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Prince  Albert,  who 
have  no  treaty,  and  obtain  a  living  without  the  assistance  of  the  Government.  They 
came  here  fiom  eleven  to  twelve  yeare  ago,  and  have  since  earned  aprecarious  living 
by  working  about  the  towns  and  in  the  country,  and  by  hunting.  They  are  mostly 
Minnesota  Sioux,  who  came  into  Canada  after  the  massacre.  For  some  time  they 
lived  about  Oak  Lake,  EUice  and  Qu'Appelle,  and  gradually  drifted  hei^e.  A  few  are 
TStons,  who  came  over  with  Sitting  Bull  in  1876.  They  now  live  in  a  small  village 
on  the  noi'th  side  of  the  Saskatchewan,  near  the  Little  Bed  Eiver.  They  are  hai*d 
working  and  moral.  Some  have  expressed  a  wish  to  settle  on  a  resei-ve,  where  they 
could  engage  in  farming.  Although  so  close  to  the  town,  thev  are  all  heathens  and 
receive  no  christian  teaching  whatever.  There  are  about  thirty-five  children,  who 
should  be  attending  school,  but  are  growing  up  like  their  parents. 

The  hope  of  improvement  in  the  Indian,  lies  in  the  training  of  the  rising  gene- 
ration, and  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long  the  children  will  be  taken  in  hand. 

This  is  my  third  annual  report  in  which  I  have  been  able  to  speak  of  the  very 
good  conduct  of  the  native  population.  Not  a  single  crime  has  been  committed 
amongst  them.  Intending  immigrants  need  entertain  no  apprehension  whatheeverof 
them,  and  may  feel  confident  of  the  safety  of  their  families,  and  the  security  of  their 
property. 

FRENCH   HALF-BREBDS. 

Last  spring  the  usual  rumoi*s  which  occur  at  that  time  of  the  year  were  pub- 
lished throughout  the  country.  A  letter  was  received  in  March  from  a  half-breed,  who, 
in  the  eastern  Provinces,  has  styled  himself  "  The  Chief  of  the  M^tis,"  certainly  not 
with  the  general  consent  of  the  half-breed  people.  It  was  read  at  a  large  meeting 
held  at  Batoche,  composed  of  half-breeds  and  Indians.  It  was  without  direct  impoili 
or  meaning,  and  appeared  to  have  been  writen  with  the  object  of  directing  public 
attention  to  the  author.  Some  excitement  was  created,  and  exaggerated  reports  of  the 
contents  of  the  letter  and  the  possible  consequences  spread  amongst  the  Indians  far 
to  the  north,  causftig,  for  a  time,  a  little  consternation  amongst  them. 
.  •  The  general  public  can  well  afford  to  ignore  these  yearly  occurrences,  but  it  is  wise 
for  us  to  sift  them  to  the  bottom,  for  precaution's  sake. 

The  future  of  the  M^tis  people  appears  gloomy  and  uncertain.  They  constitute 
about  one-third  of  the  population  of  the  distiict,  and,  as  a  community,  are  very  poor. 
Their  settlements  are  scattered  along  the  South  Saskatchewan  River  for  about  fifty 
miles,  and  lie  about  Duck  Lake  and  Carlton. 

Every  winter  since  the  rebellion  of  1885  it  has  been  necessary  to  issue  relief  to  the 
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destitate.     Last  winter,  for  the  first  time,  the  relief  was  distnbuted  through  os. 
About  twenty-seven  families,  in  all  110  souJs,  were  assisted  for  about  thi*ee   montht^. 

This  year  a  call  has  already  been  made  for  help,  and  although  there  is  no  imme- 
diate necessity,  aid  must  be  given  befoi-e  the  winter  is  over. 

It  will  naturally  be  a«k^  why  is  it  that  in  a  well  wooded  fertile  country  a  large 
percentage  of  the  people,  who  ai'e  native  to  the  countiy.  should  be  in  such  an 
unhappy  condition.  The  answer  lies  in  the  customs  and  haoits  of  the  M^tis.  They 
are  unaccustomed  to  haixi  work  and  are  improvident. 

Theii'  means  of  living  have  narrowed  down  to  farming,  which  they  cannot  do. 
They  are  ignorant  of  me  peraistent  and  pei^sevenng  labor  required  to  farm- 
ignorant  of  the  way  to  fai*m. 

While  thev  have  plenty,  they  live  on  plenty,  not  caring  for  the  moiTOw. 

The  remedy  for  their  condition  is  in  educating  them  to  an  understand ing  of 
their  present  position,  and  a  determined  effort  to  change  the  nsing  generation  from 
the  ways  of  the  present.  The  issue  of  free  i-elief  or  the  gi-anting  of  scrip  only  tides 
over  a  difficulty,  does  not  face  it.  Just  now  a  demand  is  being  made  for  scrip  to 
children  of  hall-breeds  born  till  1885,  and  a  reconsideration  of  the  Eebellion  claimB. 
If  granted,  this  would  obtain  an  amount  of  ready  money  which  would  carry  them 
on  for  a  year  or  so.  The  scrip  would  go  as  that  of  1886  or  1887.  It  is  doubtful  il 
a  single  scrip  is  held  by  any  half-breed,  other  than  a  few  wealthy  ones.  No  per- 
manent benefit  has  accrued  to  them  fi*om  the  liberal  issue  already  received.  The 
great  majority  did  not  even  enter  their  homesteads ;  and  now,  being  warned  to  do  so, 
they  cry  out  that  they  are  poor,  and  ask  the  Government  to  protect  them.  It 
would  have  been  much  better  if  each  half-breed  entitled  to  scnp  had  received  a 
certain  located  grant  of  land,  which  they  could  not  have  disposed  of  for  a  long 
term  of  years. 

Free  issue  of  rations  must,  of  eoui*8e,  be  made,  to  prevent  actual  starvation,  but 
where  the  Government  thus  act  in  a  paternal  manner  great  care  must  be  exercised 
.  to  prevent  the  recipient  fmm  deeming  as  a  right  what  is  given  in  pity. 

There  are  no  humane  societies  or  rich  philanthi'opists  to  attend  to  the  want«  of 
the  poor,  as  in  old  and  wealthy  countries. 

A  great  many  of  the  half-breeds  believe  that  they  have  just  claims  on  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  assistance  which  they  have  received  has  been  their  lawful  due. 
When  conti'ibuted  yearly  for  a  space  of  four  years,  it  gives  color  to  the  belief  and 
may  cause  evil  effects. 

A  free  issue  of  rations  does  not  promote  industiy  nor  encourage  independence 
in  any  community.  Its  demoralizing  effects  spread  rapidly,  and  too  quickly  taint 
those  attempting  to  presei've  their  independence  and  self  respect. 

Whenever  it  is  found  that  aid  must  be  given  an  equivalent  in  the  shape  of  work 
should  be  demanded  :  that  is,  employment  should  be  offered  leather  than  relief— of 
course,  except  to  the  widows,  infirm  and  sick. 

It  appears  to  me  that  a  manual  training  school,  with  a  model  farm  attached, 
should  be  established  among  the  half-breeds.  In  no  other  way  can  the  young  chil- 
dren be  brought  under  a  desirable,  healthy  influence. 

The  effect  on  the  present  generation,  as  well,  would  be  most  beneficial,  enabling 
them  to  see  what  patience  and  industry  can  accomplish. 

It  would  be  necessary  for  such  a  school  to  teach  the  veiy  elements  of  social 
economy ;  to  inculcate  independence  and  sell-reliance  in  all ;  to  insist  on  persever- 
ance; to  ti'ain  the  boys  as  fai'mers,  blacksmiths,  cai*penters,  &c.^  the  girls  to  per- 
form household  work.  I  feel  assured  that  a  great  benefit  would  be  confen*ed  on  the 
whole  people. 

Temporary  assistance  might  be  given  to  some  of  the  poorer  families  to  enable 
them  to  work  their  farms.  I  know  that  some  were  veiy  anxious  last  spnng  to  put  in 
a  crop,  but  could  not  do  so,  as  they  had  neither  cereals  nor  implements.  K  tiieee 
oould  oe  advanced  them,  on  any  conditions  of  payment,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  wouki 
be  a  gi*eat  boon. 
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SEED   GRAIN  AND   THE   CROPS. 


Seed  grain  was  issued  by  us  last  year  to  eighty-seven  families — seven  hundred 
and  eighteen  bushels  of  grain  and  seventy-one  bushels  of  potatoes,  amounting  in 
value  to  about  $500.00.  The  conditions  were  very  easy,  no  mortgages  being  a^ed 
on  their  pi'opei'ty,  an  agreement  only  being  taken,  that  the  value  of  the  grain  issued 
should  be  returned  to  us  in  oats  before  Ist  I)ecember. 

The  wheat  and  barley  gave  a  very  fair  yield.  Oats  were  good  in  St.  Louis  de 
liangevin  but  in  some  other  parts  of  the  settlement  were  poor. 

Some  received  veiy  large  returns,  one  half-breed  obtaining  seventy-five  bushels 
of  wheat,  of  excellent  quality,  for  five  bushels  sown. 

Up  to  date  one  hundred  and  foi*ty  bushels  of  oats  out  of  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  bushels  owed  have  been  returned.  The  small  return  is  caused  by 
the  impossibility  of  getting  the  grain  threshed. 

Thei-e  is  no  doubt  but  that  seed  gi'ain  will  be  asked  next  year.  Not  enough  was 
taken  by  any  family  to  provide  seed  for  the  coming  year. 

Some  of  the  hall-breeds  have  disposed  of  their  holdings  at  very  low  figures,  and 
it  is  to  be  expected  that  when  the  railway  reaches  hei-e  and  creates  a  land  mai'ket 
many  will  sell  out,  in  order  to  obtain  a  little  ready  money,  and  will  move  to  an 
unsettled  portion  of  the  country.  The  French  half-breed  will  thus  become  diffused 
over  a  wide  area. 

It  might  be  inteiesting  to  note  that  they  live  entirely  without  medical  advice. 

A  case  came  under  my  notice  last  year  in  which  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
cure  flatulent  dyspepsia  bv  a  series  of  gashes  across  the  stomach,  a  proof  that 
some  rational  system  of  real  education  should  be  established  amongst  them. 

LIQUOR  LAW. 

The  North- West  Liquor  Law  is  now  a  very  important  question  in  the  TeiTitories, 
It  has  been  very  widely  condemned,  and  supported  only  by  a  few,  which  is  perhaps 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  its  existence  is  not  yet  in^peril.  The  abstract  question 
of  whether  prohibition  is  theoretically  right  oi*  wrong  is  out  of  the  province  of  this 
report ;  but,  I  think  that  the  effect  of  the  law  in  the  past  should  be  recoi-ded,  which 
might  be  a  guide  for  future  legislation. 

The  law,  as  it  is  now  workted,  is  more  a  regulating  than  a  restminiiig  one. 

Intoxicating  liquoi's  can  be  had  in  possession  and  sold  at  certain  points  under 
special  permission.  None  whatever  can  oe  lawfully  manufactured. 

The  permit  system  has  in  view  the  various  elements  forming  the  population  of 
the  North-West  Territories,  and  is  intended  to  prevent  those  obtaining  liquor,  who, 
either  from  nature  or  confirmed  habit,  cannot  use  it  without  abusing  it. 

In  districts  remote  from  the  seat  of  Government  it  is  not  possible  that  His  Honor 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  has  the  issuinff  power,  should  be  cognizant  of  the 
reputation.of  every  applicant  for  apermit,  and,  m  consequence,  he  must  depend  on 
the  recommendations  of  othei's.  With  the  rapidly  increasing  population  it  is  not 
possible  that  any  one  could  keep  acquainted  with  the  general  reputation  of  even  a 
percentage  of  those  residing  in  a  single  distinct. 

For  this  reason  permits  have  ci'cpt  into  the  hands  of  undeserving  pei^sons,  who 
hold  them  only  for  the  pui-pose  of  covering  liquor  for  illegal  sale.  To  obviate  a  too 
frequent  application  in  their  own  names,  fliey  borrow  permission  of  others  to  apply 
in  t^eir  names,  and  thus  manage  to  obtain  a  constant  shield  for  their  unlawful  business. 
The  extiaoitiinary  powers  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  Fprce  lie  only  in  their 
power  to  search,  forthwith,  without  process  of  law,  whei'ever  intoxicating  liquors  are 
suspected  to  be  unlawfully  in  possession. 

These  powers  are  of  no  effect  where  permits  are  held,  and  consequently  great 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  convictions  against  the  dealei-s. 

Search  has  been  frequently  made  by  us  where  we  were  assui*ed  liquor  was  sold. 
The  liquor  was  found,  but  a  permit  was  always  produced  to  cover  it.  Our  powere 
are  therefore  abrogated  when  permits  are  freely  issued.  ' 
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To  cany  out  the  law  it  is  now  aeceesaiy  to  prosecute  for  selling  unlawfully.  To 
do  so  there  must  be  an  informer,  a  system  which  raises  up  a  storm  of  opposition 
against  the  constable  who  acts,  the  officer  who  directs  him,  and  the  magistrate  who 
convicts. 

In  this  district  such  a  case  occured  last  year,  and  was  of  such  note  that  it  was 
generally  noticed  in  the  Canadian  Press. 

During  the  yeai*  an  innovation  was  established,  by  licensing  the  sale  of  beer  not 
exceeding  an  alcoholic  strength  of  4  per  cent.  A  fair  test  has  not  yet  been  made  and 
the  results  are  not  yet  apparent.  So  far,  the  number  of  permits  issued  apparently 
has  not  decreased. 

It  will  be  diffiicult  to  prevent  the  sale  of  beer  of  greater  alcoholic  strength.  None 
but  a  chemical  expert  could  determine  the  amount  of  alcohol  in  any  particular  beer, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  difficult  in  this  district  to  obtain  a  conviction  for  selling  a 
stronger  beer  than  that  licensed. 

Druggists  have  exceptional  facilities  for  selling,  of  which  some  have  taken 
advantage.  Whiskey  or  brandy,  under  the  name  of  tonic,  exhibits  quite  as  exhih- 
rating  an  effect  as  under  its  own  plain  name. 

u  the  present  law  is  to  be  continued  additional  safe  guards  could  be  easily 
arranged  to  regulate  the  sale  for  medical  pui'poses. 

The  criminal  returns  for  the  North- West  Territoiies  should  be  very  cai-efully 
studied  before  too  hastily  condemning  the  present  liquor  law.  The  early  effects  of 
the  law,  are  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been  most  beneficial,  and  to  have  been  the 
chief  cause  of  the  peaceable  settlement  of  the  country. 

It  is  said  that  those  dangerous  days  are  past,  and  the  present  population  should 
hold  in  their  own  hands  the  regulation  of  the  liquor  traffic.  This  may  be  ti-ue,  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  in  an  old  established  country,  where  all  the  people  ai'e  civilized 
and  subject  to  the  controlling  influences  of  civilization  ;  but  this  country  cannot  yet 
be  said  to  be  inhabited  by  people,  all  of  whom  are  fitted  to  be  their  own  guides  and  a 
law  unto  themselves.   I  speak  of  the  half-breed  and  Indian  population  of  this  district. 

For  three  years  I  have  been  able  to  report  that  the  Indians  and  half-breeds  were 
particularly  quiet  and  well  behaved.  What  would  the  effect  of  a  license  system  be 
on  the  French  half-breeds.  They  are  very  poor  now,  but  if  whiskey  could  be  freely 
obtained,  I  fear  they  would  be  much  woi*se  off.  They  are  enfranchised,  and  have  all 
the  rights  of  any  citizen  of  the  country,  and  can  be  subject  to  the  same  law  only. 

It  is  said  that  a  great  quantity  of  illegal  liquor  is  sold,  a  fact  which  cannot  be 
disputed,  although  the  amount  is  much  exaggerated.  The  tirade  is  carried  on  secretly, 
and  results  are  as  carefully  suppressed  as  possible.  Saloons  cannot  develop  into  noisy 
bai'-rooms,  as  attention  would  oe  attracted  to  them. 

The  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  present  law  is  due  to  want  of  co-operation  of  the 
people,  when  a  certain  number  accustom  themselves  to  the  breaking  of  the  law,  and 
do  not  regard  it  as  a  crime. 

Past  experience  is  the  only  infallible  guide  for  future  legislation,  and  not  theo- 
retical ideas,  based  upon  conditions  which  do  not  present  themselves  in  these  Terri- 
tones.  We  know  that  the  Territories  have  been  remarkably  fi-ee  fi-om  crime  for  a 
new  country  J  we  do  not  know  whether  such  a  state  of  affairs  will  continue  under 
changed  conditions. 

GRIME. 

No  case  of  cnme  has  been  committed  during  the  year  which  is  worthy  of  being 
specially  brought  to  your  notice. 

Several  convictions  have  been  had  for  selling  intoxicating  liquor.  The  largest 
seizure  made  was  seven  kegs  of  whiskey  and  bi*andy.  Two  hoi*sea.and  a  buck-board 
were  confiscated,  but  the  owner  escaped. 

An  illicit  still  was  found  near  the  Forks  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

Although  very  little  crime  has  been  committed,  the  Police  have  been  constantly 
moving  about,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  patrols.  This  may  account  for  the  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs. 
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PATROLS. 


The  system  of  patrols  carried  out  by  the  division  have  ensured  every  portion 
of  the  district  being  visited  monthly,  and  some  of*  the  more  important  points 
weekly. 

During  the  very  severe  weather  of  last  winter  the  patrol  pai'ties  i*egularly 
carried  out  their  duties. 

All  the  Indian  resei'ves  were  visited,  some  of  which  are  distant  by  ti'ail  nearly 
100  miles.  The  half-breed  settlements  were  visited  by  the  Batoche  detachment,  and 
White  Cap's,  Sioux  Eesei-ve,  by  Saskatoon  detachment.  Some  of  the  winter  trips  wei*e 
veiy  trying.  In  one  case  a  detachment  under  Sergeant  Oliver  camped  on  an  open 
plain  in  a  fearful  storm,  without  wood  or  shelter.  Their  jumpers  were  snowed  under, 
and  horses  so  played  out  that  nest  morning  they  had  to  abandon  their  jumpers  and 
walk  to  the  nearest  settlement,  twenty  miles  distant.  Two  of  the  pai-ty  were  badly 
frozen.     All  had  a  fortunate  escape. 

SPBCIAL    DUTY,   ETC. 

In  addition  to  the  patrols  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  work  performed  by 
both  men  and  horses  during  the  year  on  duty  of  a  special  nature.  Rumors  of  com- 
mitted crime,  or  suspicious  strangers  lurking  about  have  to  be  investigated :  supplies 
must  be  furnished  to  outposts,  inspections  made,  and  other  work,  which  swells  the 
sum  total  of  the  duties  performed  by  us. 

Last  March  a  party  of  one  non-<;omiliissioned  officer  and  two  men  were  sent  to 
Isle  la  Cross,  distance  about  350  miles  f^m  the  Post,  to  the  north.  The  last  ninety 
miles  of  the  jouniey  was  made  with  dogs.  The  roads  had  to  be  broken  most  of  the 
way  in  very  deep  snow ;  the  cold  was  very  severe.  The  trip  was  most  successfully 
performed. 

DRILL,  TARGET  PRACTICE,  ETC. 

The  division  has  been  instinicted  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  consistent  with  the 
efficient  performance  of  other  duties  demanded  from  it.  A  class  of  officere  and  non- 
commissioned officers  was  formed  last  winter  for  teaching  them  as  instructors. 
Sword  drill  was  practised  and  a  fair  knowledge  of  it  obtained. 

During  the  spring  months  the  mounted  infantry  drill  was  taught  to  the  whole 
division.  The  Mounted  Infantry  Regulations,  which  are  issued,  are  excellent,  as  far 
as  they  go;  but  I  think,  the  drill  should  be  more  detailed,  to  ensure  uniform 
pi-actice  throughout  the  force. 

Considerable  attention  was  devoted  to  musketry  instruction,  and  every  member 
of  the  division  completed  the  coui-se  of  target  practice  which  is  laid  down.  The 
averages  made  with  the  Winchester  carbine  at  ranges  from  100  to  500  yards  was  51 
per  cent.  The  men  took  great  interest  in  the  shooting,  and  a  number  of  them  carried 
off  valuable  prizes  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Rifle  Association  of  this  place. 

CONDUCT  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

The  conduct  of  the  men.  generallv,  has  been  excellent.  The  total  number 
of  entries  in  the  defaulters'  book  is  thii*ty-eight.  The  offences  have  been  minor 
breaches  of  discipline  altogether.  Only  one  offence  partakes  of  an  insubordinate 
nature. 

DESERTIONS. 

There  have  been  no  desertion  fi*om  this  division  during  the  yeai\ 

HEALTH. 

No  serious  cases  of  illness  have  occurred.  Very  few  patients  have  been  treated 
in  hospital.  The  average  daily  sick  report  for  the  year  is  1'39;  the  average  number 
of  men  off  duty  daily  is  *81. 
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PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  men  is  good  ;  that  of  the  men  recently^  transferred  from 
headquarters  is  of  a  very  high  standard. 

The  following  averages  have  heen  calculated  for  the  division  : — ^Height,  5  ft. 
8Jin. ;  chest  measurement,  36f  in.;  age,  27  years.  The  youngest  man,  19  years; 
the  oldest,  39  yeai-s. 

RATIONS. 

The  scale  of  rations  issued  is  liberal  and  the  quality  of  them  very  good.  An 
allowance  of  vegetables  might  be  given  with  advantage  during  the  winter  months. 
A  free  issue  of  cabbages  and  turnips,  two  or  three  times  a  week,  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  • 

I  have  experienced  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  efficient  cook  for  the  the  divi- 
sion or  sergeants*  mess.  The  rations  would  prove  more  satisfactory  to  the  men  if  the 
full  advantage  of  a  thorough-trained  cook  could  be  sexjured.  This  might  be  done, 
either  by  arranging  for  the  training  of  cooks  at  headquarters,  or  by  allowing  cooks 
to  be  especially  engaged  at  a  fair  rate  of  wages. 

SBRQBANTS'  MESS. 

I  would  recommend  that  an  allowance  be  made  for  furnishing  the  sergeants'  mess 
in  a  comfortable  manner.  If  the  mess  furniture  were  supplied  it  could  afterwards  be 
kept  up  by  a  monthly  assessment. 

The  sergeants'  i*ooms  should  also  be  comfoi-tably  and  neatly  furnished.  Anything 
which  tends  to  increase  the  comfort  and  enhance  the  position  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  will  add  tnaterially  to  the  efficiency  of  the  force. 

KIT  AND  CLOTHING. 

The  quality  of  the  kit  and  clothing  issued  is  generally  good.  The  tunic  cloth 
is  coarse,  and  should  be  of  a  better  quality. 

The  uniform  is  not  altogether  adapted  to  our  use.  The  essential  point  to  be  con- 
sidered in  deciding  on  any  changes  are  the  suitability  for  the  work  and  the  appea^ 
ance.  There  are  many  opinions  on  what  is  the  uniform  suitable  for  us,  and  a  satis- 
factoty  settlement  of  the  question  might  be  reached  by  adopting  the  best  ideas  of  all. 

INCREASED  ^ATES   OF   PAY. 

The  rate  of  pay  is  the  most  essential  point  affecting  the  efficiency,  as  on  it  directly 
depends  the  class  of  men  engaged  and  the  consequent  efficiency  of  the  force. 
Competition  for  recruits  is  directly  with  the  labor  market.  In  addition  to  the  pay, 
the  other  inducements  offered  are  comfortable  quarters,  medical  attendance,  clothing, 
rations  and  light  work. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  the  force  there  was  a  certain  adventurous  attraction, 
which  drew  men  of  a  superior  stamp  into  the  ranks,  for  whom  the  question  of  pay 
was  of  little  importance. 

If  the  force  is  to  be  thoroughly  effective  as  a  constabulary  bodv  the  rate  of 
pay  should  be  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  position  of  a  constaole  should  be 
sought  after,  and  that  dismissal  for  bad  conduct,  negligence  or  inefficiency  would  be 
the  severest  punishment. 

DEFERRED   PAY. 

A  system  of  defen-ed  pay  might  be  adopted  with  good  results.  Instead  ot 
paying  over  to  the  constable  the  go<S  conduct  pay  grant^  him  by  present  regula- 
tions, this  sum  might  be  deposited  in  the  Government  savings  bank,  to  be  withdrawn 
only  on  the  completion  of  service.  The  amount  after  Sve  years'  service,  with 
interest,  would  be  nearlv  $190.  This  would  give  a  man  taking  his  discharge  a 
considerable  sum  of  reaay  money. 
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Many  of  the  men  would  like  to  save,  but  are  not  able  to  keep  up  their  good 
resolutions. 

DISGHAROBS. 

I  would  most  strongly  express  my  opinion  that  discharge  by  purchase  should 
be  more  easily  obtained  than  at  present.  Everyman  should  feel  that  by  the  pajrment 
of  a  certain  sum  of  money  he  could  obtain  his  discharge  after  one  month's  notice. 
An  opportunity  offers  to  a  constable  by  which  he  can  immediately  better  his  position, 
provided  he  can  obtain  his  discharge.  Under  the  present  system  he  cannot  take 
advantage  of  it,  as  the  time  requied  to  obtain  his  discharge  is  too  uncertain.  As  an 
.  instance  of  this,  I  might  mention  that  a  man  who  appliea  for  his  discharge  on  24th 
November,  1887,  only  obtained  it  on  21st  November,  1888. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  of  complaint  would  be  removed  by  authorising  discharges 
under  fair  terms,  and  a  great  amount  of  grumbling  would  be  prevented. 

ARMS. 

It  is  genej*aliy  conceded  throughout  the  force  that  the  Winchester  carbine, 
with  which  we  are  now  armed,  is  not  an  efficient  arm,  lacking  the  most  essential 
qualities  of  a  good  military  rifle.  A  magazine  rifle  of  exactness,  precision  and 
strength  is  required. 

I  believe  the  Small  Arms  Committee  of  the  Impenal  War  Office  has  adopted  a 
moet  superior  arm.  Sei-vice  in  this  force,  where  it  would  be  subject  to  great  changes 
in  climate,  hard  and  constant  usage  on  duty,  which  prevent  much  care  being  given  to 
the  arms,  would  form  a  very  severe  test  of  its  suitability  for  the  Impenal  service. 

If  a  new  aim  is  not  to  be  issued  I  would  suggest  that  all  the  Winchester  carbines 
be  overhauled  and  re-sighted. 

The  sighting  should  be  done  at  headquarters,  and  made  on  the  result  of  a  certain 
number  of  shots  fired  at  each  range.  The  temperature,  height  of  barometer  and 
state  of  the  atmosphere  should  be  noted  at  the  time,  and  a  miniature  plan  of  the 
shots  on  the  target  made  for  each  rifle.  The  xifie,  once  issued  to  a  man,  should 
remain  in  his  possession  during  his  whole  service.  A  great  increase  in  the  shooting 
of  the  force  could  then  be  looked  lor. 

G-reat  precaution  should  be  taken  to  have  any  new  ann  which  may  be  adopted 
properly  sighted.  Before  being  issued  they  should  be  practically  tested,  and  the  back 
sight  altered  to  suit  the  country  in  which  the  arm  is  used.  A  change  in  the  elevation 
above  the  sea  level  alters  the  range  of  any  arm.  The  increase  of  range  in  the 
Winchester  carbine,  due  to  the  elevation  above  the  sea  level,  is  shown  for  tne  follow- 
ing places  at  600  yaitls: — 

Elevation  above  Increase 

Range.  Sea  Level.  of  Range. 

Prince  Albert 1,400  feet.        14  yai-ds. 

Edmonton 2,425  "  21    " 

Calgary 3,411"  31    " 


Aftier  the  battle  of  Batoche  it  was  quite  noticeable  that  the  bush  above  the 
rebel  rifle  pits  had  been  cut  off  about  18  inches  above  the  top  of  pit  mound.  I 
think  this  was  due  to  the  increased  range  caused  by  the  elevation  oi  the  country, 
and  not  by  the  poor  shooting  of  the  troops.  It  is,  therefoi*e,  clear  that  our  rifles 
should  be  sighted  for  the  average  elevation  of  the  Territories. 


ARTILLBRT. 


A  9-pounder  rifled  M.  L.  gun  is  attached  to    this  Post ;  it  is  in  sei'viceable 
condition.    The  supply  of  ammunition  should  be  increased. 
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BARRACKS. 

This  Post  was  completed  in  Jane  last,  having  been  aboat  fifteen  months  under 
construction.  The  buildings  are  very  comfoHable  and  warm,  and  the  whole  Poet 
presents  a  neat  appearance. 

A  transport  shed  was  erected  this  fall. 

A  small  hospital  and  a  recreation  building  will  be  required,  should  the  division 
be  raised  to  its  full  strength ;  at  present,  two  barrack-rooms  are  devoted  to  the 
above  use. 

A  stockade  or  strong  fence,  should  be  ei'ected,  and  the  entire  Police  reserve  be 
enclosed.  A  portion  of  it  should  be  cleared  of  brush,  and  levelled  for  a  parade  and 
recreation  ground. 

A  I'oad  is  required  from  the  Post  to  the  town.  For  very  little  expense,  one 
could  be  graded  across  the  top  of  the  hill  to  a  road  which  has  been  graded  by  the 
town.  ^ 

BARRACK   FURNITURE. 

Although  warm  and  roomy  buildings  have  been  provided  for  the  men,  much 
remains  to  be  done  to  render  their  barrack,  mess  and  recreation  rooms,  as  comfortable 
and  neat  as  possible. 

Every  barrack  room  should  be  provided  with  neat  iron  bedsteads,  tables  and 
chairs. 

Our  men  still  sleep  on  boards  and  trestles. 

The  recreation  rooms  should  be  rendered,  attractive  and,  wherever  possible, 
gjrmnasiums  should  be  added,  to  afford  exercise  and  amusement  to  the  men  daring  the 
long  winter  months. 

HORSES. 

The  re-mount  horses  received  during  the  year  from  the  Depot  Division  have  been 
very  fair.  Some  of  them  were,  shortly  afler  their  arrival,  attacked  by  epizootic 
cellulitis,  which  was  epidemic  in  oui*  stables,  during  August  and  September.  About 
60  per  cent,  of  the  hoi'ses  were  attacked. 

It  was  noticed  that  the  new  horses  were  nearly  all  seized  by  the  disease.  Every 
horse  severely  attacked  has  shown  weak  symptoms  ever  since  its  recovery,  and  is 
found  peculiarly  susceptible  to  minor  ailments. 

Two  deaths  were  caused  by  the  disease. 

Typhoid  fever  has  been  very  fatal  among  the  horses  of  the  district,  though  only 
three  cases  have  occuiTod  in  our  stables.    One  farmer  lost  nine  animals. 

Pleurisy  seems  to  attack  a  great  many  of  our  new  horses.  I  do  not  know  ttie 
cause. 

DISTANCES  TRAVELLED   BT  HORSES. 

The  total  number  of  miles  travelled  by  horses  of  the  division  on  special  duty 
away  from  the  town  is  60,480  miles ;  average  for  each  horse,  720  miles  ;  the  twenty 
horses  with  the  best  record  travelled  34,167,  an  average  of  1,708  miles;  the  gi*eat^t 
distance  travelled  was  by  Regl.  No.  984,  3,160  miles  ;  four  covered  over  2,100  each; 
fourteen  covered  over  1,700  miles  each. 

STABLING. 

The  stabling  at  this  Post  is  excellent.  The  hospital  stable  is  very  complete,  and 
has  been  of  great  use. 

FORAQE. — SADDLERY. 

The  forage  is  of  excellent  quality. 

The  division  is  supplied  with  Main  and  "Winchesfev  single-girth  California 
saddles.  Thirty-seven  hate  been  in  use  foi*  five  and  six  years.  Twenty  were  ifwued 
in  1886.    They  have  lasted  very  well  and  aa^  in  good  repair. 
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Whether  they  are  the  best  saddles  for  our  use  is  a  debatable  point,  but  there  is 
no  qnestion  bat  that  they  shonld  be  improved,  so  that  mounted  men  could  be  detached 
from  their  ti*ansport  for  a  length  of  time. 

The  weight  of  the  saddlery  is  as  follows: 

Lbs.  Oz. 

Saddle,  with  cincha  and  wallets 27  0 

Horse-blanket  and  numnah 3  3 

Head-collar,  rope,  bit  and  reins 7  4J 

37     7i 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  is  in  a  serviceable  condition: 

The  patrol-waggon  has  proved  to  be  a  veiy  good  pattern,  and  is  generally  asked 
for  by  all  teamstera  going  on  long  tnps.     We  should  be  supplied  with  three  more. 

For  the  winter  transport  some  sleighs  of  a  lighter  build  than  the  heavy  bob- 
sleigh is  required.  There  is  a  sleigh  at  the  Post  which  is  much  lighter  than  the 
heavy  bob-sleigh,  but  constructed  after  this  same  pattern.  It  is  most  serviceable,  and 
could  be  used  altogether  in  place  of  the  heavy  sleighs. 

QBNSRAL  EQUIPMENT. 

The  division  thoroughout  is  well  equipped  for  the  strength,  but  should  it  be 
raised  to  itoproper  complement  of  men  and  horses  considerable  equipment  would  be 
required.  There  are  a  few  essential  ai*ticles  of  equipment  requii*ed,  carbine  buckets 
and  bandoliei*s.  Yeiy  little  ammunition  can  be  carried  by  our  men,  and  make-shifts, 
such  as  haversacks,  entail  a  large  loss  of  ammunition. 

INSPECTION. 

The  division  was  inspected  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  on  the  2nd  December. 
Everything  connected  with  the  interior  economy  was  looked  into  and  the  training 
of  the  men  tested,  both  mounted  and  dismounted.  He  expressed  himself  pleased 
with  the  inspection. 

The  outposts  of  the  district  were  visited  by  him  and  inspected  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  the  above  date. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

An  abundant  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  a  well  situated  in  the  Post.  Water 
is  drawn  from  a  single  well  for  all  the  horses.  For  drinking  and  cooking  purposes 
the  water  is  hauled  from  the  nver,  three-quartere  of  a  mile  distant. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  trails  in  this  district  are  usually  veiy  good,  except  in  the  early  spline. 
Nearly  all  the  sti-eams  have  been  bridged  and  wet  places  gi'aded.  Some  of  the  old 
bridges  require  renewing.  The  chief  trails  in  the  district  are  being  surveyed  and 
proclaimed  as  main  roads  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

This  is  essential,  as  the  roads  ai*e  too  often  desti*oyed  by  settlers  ploughing  across 
them. 

FERRIES. 

'  There  are  four  good  cable  ferries  across  the  South  Bi*anch  of  the  Saskatchewan, 
but  there  is  only  one  point  at  which   the  North  Branch   caii  be  crossed   at  all  con- 
veniently.   A  cable  ferry  is  required  opposite  this  town,  to  enable  the  northern 
country  to  be  reached. 
17—7 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104 


QAMS. 


Large  game  is  very  scarce.  Small  game  varies  much  in  different  years.  This 
year  water  fowl  were  abondant,  but  prairie  chickens  were  very  scarce.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  protect  the  chickens  altogether  for  a  number  of  years,  or  there  is 
great  danger  they  will  be  all  destroyed. 

SAVINOS  BANK  DEPOSITS. 

Two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents 
were  deposited  in  the  Grovemment  savings  bank  by  members  of  ^'  F  "  Division  for  tiie 
year,   about  20  per  cent,  of  the  net  pay. 

FUEL. 

Wood  is  used  for  ftiel  at  this  Post.    The  price  per  cord  is  very  low. 

FIBS  PBOTEOTION. 

This  Post  received  an  excellent  hand  fire-engine  during  the  summer,  and  a  supply 
of  hose.  There  is  also  a  good  force-pump  in  the  well  house,  with  a  supply  of  hoee 
for  it.  Household  fire  extinguishei*s  are  placed  in  eveiy  building.  Fire  pails  are 
kept  in  different  parts  of  the  barracks,  filled.  Fire  axes  are  also  placed  in  prominent 
places. 

Every  building  has  a  roof  ladder,  and  movable  ladders  ai*e  stored  at  convenient 
points. 

Full  orders  are  in  force  detailing  the  duty  of  all  in  case  of  fire.  Fire  drill  was 
held  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  summer  months. 

A  large  water  tank  is  required  in  a  central  point,  and  a  fire-engine  house 
erected  am>ve  it.  A  stream  of  water  could  thus  be  brought  to  bear  at  any  point 
without  delay. 

TBLEOBAPH  LINES. 

The  Government  telegraph  was  re-built  during  the  year,  and  is  now  in  capital 
shape  and  very  well  equipped. 

I  would  bring  to  your  notice  the  valuable  assistance  and  co]*dial  support  invar- 
iably given  me  bv  Inspector  Cuthbert,  and  also  the  satisfactory  manner  m  which  the 
other  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  have  assisted  me. 

You  will  find  attached  to  this  report  a  return  of  criminal  cases  for  the  district 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BOWEN  PBERY, 
Superintendent  Commanding  "F''  Dwitim. 
The  Commissioner 

North  West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX    I. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SUPBRINTENDBNT  A.  H.  GRIBSBACH, 
N.  W.  M.  PoLici,  " G"  Division. 

Port  Saskatchewan,  30th  November,  1888. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  your  information,  my  annual  report  for 
the  year  ended  30th  November,  1888. 

OBNSBAL  STATS  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  general  state  of  the  district  under  my  command  is  good. 

ORIMX. 

During  the  year  no  crimes  of  serious  import  have  occurred. 

PATROLS  AND  OUTPOSTS. 

The  outposts  fi-om  my  division  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Edmonton, 

One  officer,  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  fourteen  men  m*e  stationed  at 
Edmonton,  eighteen  miles  west  from  headquarters. 

This  detachment  patrols  south  to  Donald  McDonald's,  on  Black  Mud  Ci*eek ; 
north--west  to  the  Stoney  Plain  Reserve,  St.  Albert,  Rivi^re-qui-Barre  and  Lake  St. 
Ann  Reserve. 

Victoria, 

Two  constables  stationed  at  Victoria,  sixty  miles  north-east  of  headquai'tei's. 
These  men  patrol  the  Victoria  Settlement,  which  extends  for  about  ten  miles,  daily, 
and  visit  Saddle  Lake,  thirty-five  miles,  and  Bears'  Ears  Jleserve,  eighteen  miles 
distant,  once  a  month,  weather  permitting. 

Peace  mils. 

« 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  one  man  stationed  at  Peace  Hills,  who  escort 
the  mail  going  north  and  south,  patrol  to  Bear  Hills  and  Battle  River  Settlement. 

Red  Deer. 

One  non-eommisifioned  officer  and  five  men  stationed  at  Red  Deer,  100  miles 
south  ft-om  headquarters,  who  escort  the  mail  goin^  north  and  south,  patrol  to  the 
Spruces,  Little  l&A  Deer  and  Blind  Man  River  Settlements. 

St.  Albert. 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  one  man  stationed  at  St  Albert,  twenty  miles 
north-west  from  headquarters,  who  patrol  the  settlement  daily ;  also,  Stoney  Plain 
and  Rivi^re-qui-Baare  Reserves  twice  a  week. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  INDIAN  DXPARTMINT. 

Annuity  money  escorted  from  Oalgaiy  and  distributed  to  the  Indian  Agents  at 
Battle  River,  Stoney  Plains  and  Saddle  L^e  Agencies: 
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An  escort  of  one  officer,  one  non-commissioned  officer  mad  four  men  were  far- 
nished  for  the  payments  in  the  Saddle  Lake  Agency. 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  three  men  as  escort  to  the  Agent  for  the 
payments  in  the  Stoney  Plain  Agency. 

DISOIPLINS  AND  OONDUOT. 

The  discipline  and  conduct  of  the  division  has  been  fair. 

Number  of  entries  in  defaulters*  book,  fifty-fivo— total  amount  of  fines  imposed 
for  the  year  being  $319.90. 

Several  of  the  entries  and  fines  occurred  while  the  men  were  serving  in  other 
districts. 

DRILL  AND  TARGET  PRAOTICS. 

The  annual  drill  and  target  practice  was  carried  on,  but  owing  to  the  late  spiing 
and  number  of  patrols  out  and  other  Police  duties,  not  so  satisfactorily  as  in  the 
previous  year,  tne  average  shooting  of  the  division  being  50*83  per  cent. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  general  physique  of  the  division  is  good.  Average  height,  5  feet  8  inches; 
chest  measurement,  3?f  inches. 

RECRUITS.' 

None  taken  on  in  this  division.    Five  men  re-engaged  for  farther  service. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  men  of  this  division  during  the  past  year  has  been  excellent, 
no  serious  cases  of  illness  having  occurred. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  issued  to  the  men  of  this  division  are  of  the  best  quality,  and  I  have 
no  complaints  to  make  regarding  them. 

KITS  AND  CLOTHING. 

The  kits  and  clothing  of  the  men  of  this  division  ai*e  in  good  order  and  condi- 
tion, a  few  helmets  only  being  required  to  complete. 

ARMS  AND  ARTILLERY. 

I  have  no  artillery  connected  with  my  division,  and  the  small  arms  are  all  in 
good  and  serviceable  condition,  although  a  new  and  more  suitable  carbine  for  mounted 
service  will  be  required  at  an  early  date. 

DESERTIONS. 

Two  desertions  occurred  in  my  division  during  the  past  yeai*,  one  being  a  man 
on  leave  down  east  and  the  other  under  exception^le  circumstances. 

SAVINGS   BANK  DEPOSITS. 

Number  of  depositors  for  the  year,  214;  amount  deposited,  $3,758.45;  average 
number  of  depositors  per  month,  17 ;  average  amount  deposited  per  month,  $313^^. 

INSPECTION   OP   THE  DIVISION. 

The  division,  its  outposts  and  patrols,  were  inspected  by  the  Commissioner  on 
the  8th  of  October  last. 

HORSES. 

The  horses  of  the  division  ai'C  generally  in  good  and  sei'viceable  condition,  but 
several  re-inounts  (saddle)  and  three  or  four  teams  will  be  required  during  the  coming 
year 
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live  horses  died  from  various  caoses  during  the  past  year. 

The  actual  number  of  miles  travelled  by  horaes  of  this  division  for  the  past  year 
is  as  follows :  Number  of  miles,  71,528;  as  per  appended  statement.    (Not  printed.) 

Hoof  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the  country  during  the  past 
season,  from  which  cause  many  horses  have  died,  out  I  am  glad  to  say  that  although 
many  horses  of  the  division  were  attacked  by  this  desease,  yet,  owing  to  the  skill  and 
care  bestowed  on  the^  by  Veterinaiy  Stafi^Sergeant  Yorke  none  died,  but  speedily 
recovered  on  the  application  of  the  proper  remedies.  This  disease  being  a  very 
serious  drawback  to  this  part  of  the  country,  I  am  of  opinion  and  have  to  recom- 
mend that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  public  interest  and  the  good  of  the  service  if  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  of  skill  and  experience  were  sent  up  to  mquire  into  and  report 
on  the  nature  and  origin  of  this  disease,  and  also  as  to  its  prevention  and  cure. 

I  first  saw  this  disease  in  1874  while  escorting  Greneral  Smythe  through  the 
country,  when  several  horses  died  from  or  were  .rendered  unfit  for  duty  by  it. 

Some  years  it  is  worse  in  itf^  effects  than  othero.  To  give  some  idea  of  what  it  is 
like  when  at  its  woi*8t,  I  may  mention  two  cases  which  came  under  my  own  personal 
cognizance.  One  man,  out  of  a  band  of  fifteen  fine  young  horses,  lost  eight;  and 
another  man,  a  freighter,  lost  fourteen,  all  within  a  few  days. 

To  show  the  nature  of  this  dangerous  and  often  fatal  desease,  I  will  give  a  few 
examples  as  to  how  it  begins :  Sometimes  it  starts  as  thrush  in  the  heel ;  though,  if 
taken  in  time,  bluenstone  and  tar  ointment  will  usually  cure.  If  allowed  to  run  on, 
lock-jaw  sets  in  and  death  ensues. 

Sometimes  it  starts  in  the  heel  between  the  hoof  and  the  hair,  and  works  down 
into  the  sensitive  frog.  The  cure  for  this  is  to  cut  away  the  frog  and  then  treat  as 
thrush. 

The  woi*st  cases  are  those  which  break  out  between  the  hoof  and  the  hair,  ai*ound 
the  coronet.  The  disease  will  eat  around  the  whole  sui*face  of  the  coi'onet.  In  this  case 
(unless  successfully  treated)  the  hoof  generally  drops  off  and  the  animal  dies. 

I  have  seen  horses  this  year,  to  all  appearance  perfectly  sound ;  five  days  later  the 
hoof  was  gone. 

From  the  above  I  think  it  will  be  apparent  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  deter- 
mine the  nature  and  cause  of  this  disease. 

SADDLEBT  AND   HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  and  harness  of  the  division  is  in  fair  order,  and  will  be  repaired 
and  overhauled  during  the  coming  winter. 


A  new  and  more  military  saddle  for  carrying  carbine,  cloak  and  a  field  kit,  as 
has  often  before  been  recommended,  is  much  required.  The  saddles  in  my  division 
will  not  last  more  than  another  yeai*. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  of  the  division  is  in  good  and  serviceable  condition,  and  only 
requires  two  heavy  waggons  to  complete  it. 

FORAOK. 

The  forage  supplied  to  the  division  is  of  the  best  quality. 

STABLBS. 

The  stables  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  require/  to  be  re-built ;  the  stables  rented  at 
Edmonton  also  are  in  bad  condition.  I  trust  that  something  will  be  done  to  ensure 
improved  stabling  at  both  Posts. 

GENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  of  the  division  is  fair,  and  is  mostly  in  good  order  and 
condition. 
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BABBA0K8  AND  BABAAOK  FUBNITUBS. 


New  barracks  are  required,  both  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  and  Edmonton.  Barrack 
i^mitore  is  made  and  supplied  within  the  division.  Ii-on  cots  would  be  a  great 
improvement,  and  cheaper  m  the  end  than  the  present  boards  «nd  trestles. 


FUEL, 


Wood  is  burnt  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  and  costs,  this  year,  $2  per  cord.    Ck>al 
is  burnt  at  Edmonton,  and  costs  $3.20  per  ton,  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 


TELEPHONES. 


One  tdephone  in  use  in  this  division  only,  from  the  telegraph  office,  Edmonton, 
to  the  barracks. 


TELEGRAPH   LINES. 


One  telegraph  line  only  in  my  district,  fvom  Edmonton  via  Fort  Saskatchewan 
and  "Victoria  to  Qu'Appelle. 


FIRE   PRTEOTION. 


This  division  has  no  fire  engine,  but  is  fairly  supplied  with  other  appliances, 
vij5.,  two  Babcocks,  twelve  household  fire  extinguishers,  twenty-five  hand  grenades, 
fire  buckets,  kept  filled  with  water  in  all  the  buildings,  and  fire  axes. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  good  and  is  drawn  at  both  Forts  Saskatchewan  and  Edmon- 
ton, from  the  North  Sas^tchewan  Biver.  There  is  also  a  good  summer  well  in  the 
square,  at  Foi-t  Saskatchewan. 

ROADS    AND    BRIDGES. 

The  roads  in  this  district  are  fairly  good,  considering  the  small  amount  of  money 
spent  on  them.  It  is,  however,  of  urgent  necessity  that  the  main  roads  and  trails  in 
this  section  of  the  countrv  should  be  surveyed  and  definitely  determined.  Owing  to 
this  not  being  done  settlers  are  continually  fencing  up  and  deviating  the  roads, 
causing  unnecessary  annoyance  to  travellers  and  others.  1  have,  therefore,  to  recom- 
mend that  steps  be  taken  to  have  said  roads  and  trails  surveyed,  if  possible, 
this  coming  season. 

Bridges  in  my  district  are  much  required;  also  existing  bridges  should  be 
repaired.  The  Battle  River  bridge  on  the  Calgaiy  trail  requires  immediate  repairs, 
it  Deing  in  a  most  dangerous  condition.  I  am  of  opinion  that  about  $150  expended 
on  it  this  winter  would  put  it  in  good  condition.  The  Wolf  Creek  bridge,  on  the  same 
trail,  also  requires  re-building. 

The  Blind  Man  Biver  bridge,  on  the  same  trail,  which  was  re-built  during  the 
past  summer,  and  rejected  by  the  Inspector  of  Bridges,  should  be  properly  re-bmlt. 

FERRIES. 

There  are  three  chartered  ferries  in  my  district  in  good  working  order.  A  ferry 
established  at  Victoria  would  be  of  great  service  and  convenience,  both  to  the  general 
public  and  the  police. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

It  Is  desirable  that  some  change  should  shortly  take  place  regarding  the  liquor 
laws  in  the  Territories.  The  present  system,  though  it  was  no  doubt  usefifl  and  suited 
to  the  times  in  which  it  was  first  instituted  does  not  now  suit  either  the  people  or 
the  enforcers  of  the  law,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  change  of  some  kind  is 
expedient. 
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SITTLXBS. 


Owing  to  the  want  of  railway  commanication  new  settlers  do  not  find  their  way 
into  this  j^trt  of  the  country  in  any  numbers,  as  no  doubt  would  be  the  case  if  it 
were  opened  up  by  a  railway,  as  its  advantages  to  settlers  of  the  farming  class  are 
apparent  to  all  who  have  seen  it  or  stumed  the  matter.  After  sixteen  years' 
experience  in  different  parts  of  the  Territories  I  can  safely  say  that  its  soil,  facilities 
|br  obtaining  wood,  water,  hay  and  fuel,  ^rasing  for  stock,  &c.,  cannot  be  surpassed 
in  any  part  of  the  country  where  I  have  been  stationed,  and  I  can  only  express  my  * 
surprise  that  no  railway  company  has,  as  yet,  deemed  it  worth  while  to  open  it  up. 

•  CROPS. 

The  crops  in  this  district  have  this  year  been  excellent  and  matured  well,  but  I 
am  of  opinion  that,  if  the  farmers  could  get  in  their  seed  earlier,  the  results  would  be 
better  and  the  crops  more  certain. 

BANOHINQ  PE0SPV0T8. 

The  ranching  prospects  for  the  breeding  of  both  horses  and  cattle,  owing  to  the 
abundance  of  hay  and  water,  cannot  be  surpassed.  Sheep  also  do  well,  but  require 
more  attention  and  protection  from  wolves  than  has,  up  to  date,  been  accorded  to 
them.  A  railway  will,  no  doubt,  bring  the  advantages  of  this  county  for  ranching 
purposes  fully  before  the  public. 

QAME. 

This  section  of  the  country  is  noted  for  its  game.  G«ese,  ducks  and  wavies  never 
&il.  Prairie  chickens,  partridge  and  rabbits  are  apparently  subject  to  some  unknown 
law  of  increase  and  decrease.  Some  years  they  will  be  most  plentiful  and  then  will 
almost  disappear.  Deer  and  moose  are  plentiful  in  the  Beaver  Hills,  and  are,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  Indians,  increasing. 

The  fur-bearing  animals  are  also  fairly  numerous. 

INDIANS. 

During  the  past  year  the  Indians  in  my  district  have  behaved  well,  and,  so  fietr 
as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  have  been  more  industrious  than  in  any  previous  year, 
and  as  their  crops  have  been  good  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  will,  encouraged 
by  Uiis  showing  of  the  results  of  their  labor,  still  continue  to  improve.  Their  hedth 
bias  not  been  so  good.  I  am  informed  that  the  Stoney  Indians  at  Wolf  Creek  lost  by 
death  twelve  of  their  number,  and  the  Crees  belonging  to  the  bands  in  the  Sattfo 
Biver  Agency  about  the  same  number.  Some  Indians  also  died  on  the  reserves  to 
the  nortii,  but  not  more  than  might  be  expected  when  the  diseases  of  modern  life  are 
added  to  their  way  of  living. 

PRAnUX  FIBBS. 

In  the  spring  of  the  past  year  prairie  fires  were  very  prevalent,  and  two  persons 
were  convicted  and  fined  for  allowing  a  fire  to  run  and  destroy  property,  but  I  am 

flad  to  sav  that  the  present  fall  has  been  singularly  free  from  them,  and  no  damage 
one  by  them  in  this  district  has  been  reported  to  me. 

AID  TO  THE  HALF-BBSBDS. 

Early  in  February  last  it  was  reported  that  distress  for  want  of  food  existed 
amongst  the  half-breeds  and  others  at  St.  Albert.  I  accordingly  proceeded  to  that 
place  and  made  such  personal  visits  and  enquiries  as  satisfied  me  that  help  was 
necessary,  as  the  need  was  apparent  and  likely  to  increase. 

I  represented  the  matter  in  the  proper  quarter,  immediate  action  was  taken, 
and  I  was  directed  to  issue  such  a  quantity  of  provisions  as  I  might  consider 
necessary.  Having  secured  a  storehouse,  I  despatcned  a  supply  of  provisions  to  St. 
Albert,  and  to  protect  and  issue  them  placed  a  non'<K)mmissioned  officer  and  one 
constable  at  that  place. 
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The  following  is  a  short  statement  of  what  was  done : — 

1st. — Six  hundred  and  sixty-three  men,  women  and  children  were  fed. 

2nd. — ^The  amount  of  provisions  and  ammunition  issued  were  as  follows  : 

5,334  pounds  bacon,  20,916  pounds  flour,  50  pounds  gunpowder,  200  pounds  shot, 

and  95  boxes  of  caps. 

Many  of  the  persons  relieved  were  old  and  crippled,  blind,  &c-     Owing  to  the 

deep  snow  I  was  unable  to  find  work  for  the  able-bodied  men,   although  I  much 

wished  to  do  so.    Had  it  been  at  any  other  season,  I  could,  no  doubt,  have  got  some 

useful  work  done  for  this  expenditure. 

PURSUIT  AND  CAPTURE  OP  GBOROB  GODIN,  cUioS  "  KIS-KA-WA8IS." 

This  man  being  wanted  for  horse-stealing,  and  evading  capture,  left  this  district 
for  Montana  in  the  fall  of  1866. 

During  his  residence  there  he  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  death  for  murder. 
He  escaped  from  Helena  gaol  on  the  15th  July  last  and  made  his  way  back  to  this 
district.  Early  in  September  last  it  was  i*umored  that  Grodin  had  been  seen  on  the 
Ston^  Plain  Kesei've,  twelve  miles  north-west  of  Edmonton. 

Small  pai*ties  were  sent  out  to  obtain  information  and  to  endeavor  to  capture 
him,  but  owing  to  the  assistance  he  received  fi*om  the  Indians  he  evaded  arrest.  On 
the  11th  October  a  strong  party,  under  an  officer,  was  sent  to  the  Stoney  Plain 
Eeserve  with  orders  to  encamp  there  and  thoroughly  patrol  the  reserve  night  and 
day ;  at  the  same  time,  all  likely  outlets  were  guarded.  On  the  16th  (rodin's  horse 
was  captured,  through  information  given  by  Chief  Enoch.  On  the  18th  1  swore  in 
chief  Enoch  as  ^  special  constable  and  withdrew  Police,  arranging  to  send  back  two 
constables  and  one  scout,  who  were  to  assist  Enoch,  who  undertook,  if  his  plan  was 
followed,  to  do  his  best  to  track  down  and  capture  Godin.  Consequently  I  withdrew 
Police  with  as  much  parade  as  possible,  but  on  the  20th  I  sent  to  the  reserve,  by 
private  team,  the  men  promised  to  Enoch,  well  disguised.  The  same  night,  or  rather 
morning  of  the  21st,  about  1  a.m.,  Enoch  and  his  party  came  on  Godin  at  his  camp 
in  a  muskeg.  Grodin,  hearing  them  coming,  came  out  of  his  camp  and  hid  b^und  a 
tree ;  he  then  challenged  the  party  in  Cree,  to  which  the  scout  (Foley)  replied, 
telling  him  to  come  out  and  lay  down  his  gun.  In  reply  he  opened  fire,  but  owing 
to  the  darkness  did  no  harm,  not  being  able  to  aim  coi*i*ectly.  He  fired  five  shots,  to 
which  the  constables  and  scout  replied,  aiming  at  the  fiash  of  his  lifle.  Finding  his 
position  getting  hot  he  made  off  in  the  bush,  and  under  cover  6f  the  darkneas 
escaped.  He  left  the  reserve  and  travelled  north  some  thirty  miles,  but  learning 
that  the  trail  was  guarded  he  returned  to  Stoney  Plains,  where  he  was  arrested  by 
Chief  Enoch  on  the  night  of  the  Tth  November,  assisted  by  three  others  of  his  band. 
,  The  capture  of  this  criminal,  through  the  assistance  rendered  by  this  chief,  has  had 
a  most  excellent  effect  in  this  district  Understanding  the  Indian  nature,  as  you  do, 
^ou  can  estimate  at  its  proper  value  the  nerve  and  go(^  sense  displayed  by  this  chief 
m  overcoming  the  prejudices  and  superstitions  to  which  Indians  are  so  subject^  and 
which  I  had  to  com  oat  before  I  could  secure  the  arrest  of  Godin. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  if  this  chief  is  properly  treated  and  encouraged  in  the 
ending  of  this  affair  that  we  shall  have  a  valuable  ally  in  future  cases. 

I  forward  with  this  report  a  return  of  cases  disposed  of  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  GRIESBACH, 
Superintendent  Commanding  "  G  "  Division, 
The  Commissionc^f 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX  J. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SUPERENTBNDENT  B.  W.  JARVIS. 

N.  W.  M.  Police,  "B"  Division, 

Rboina,  30th  November.  1888. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honoi'  to  forward  the  following  report  on  "  B  "  Division  for  the 
year  ending  this  day. 

The  headquarters  of  the  division  were  at  Regina  all  winter;  the  horses  wei-e 
exercised  dailv,  and  parades,  both  mounted  and  dismounted,  took  place  when  the 
weather  would  permit  of  it. 

The  new  barrack  rooms  were  found  Mrly  comfortable,  but  sadly  deficient  in 
ventilation.  The  men  frequently  complained  in  the  morning  of  headache,  arising,  no 
doubt,  from  the  vitiated  atmosphere  in  which  they  slept.  The  drainage,  also, 
particularly  from  the  wash  and  bath-rooms,  was  very  defective. 

The  division  having  been  ordered  to  march  out  for  the  summer  work,  Inspector 
McGibbon  stai'ted  on  12th  May  with  his  detachment  for  Wood  End  and  the  Moose 
Mountain  District,  going  by  rail  as  far  as  Moosomin. 

On  Monday,  14th  Ikuty,  I  started  with  the  headquarters  of  the  division  for  Wood 
Mountain,  arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  and  went  into  camp  near  the 
new  buildings.  Dr.  C.  S.  Haultain,  of  Winnipeg,  who  was'  attached  for  the  summer 
in  medical  charge,  accompanied  the  division  to  Wood  Mountain. 

PATROLS. 

The  division  being  now  distributed  as  follows,  viz.,  one  officer  and  seventeen 
non-commissioned  officers  ^nd  constables  in  the  Moose  Mountain  District,  and  two 
officers  and  forty-eight  non-commissioned  officei-s  and  constables  in  the  Wood  Moun- 
tain District,  proceeded  to  take  up  the  line  of  patrol  over  the  same  route  as  that 
followed  last  year. 

The  days  of  arrival  and  departure  wei*e  changed  on  some  poi*tions  of  the  route, 
but  the  whole  distance  was  travelled,  as  before,  twice  in  each  week.  Regular 
connection  was  made  with  the  "A"  Division  patrols  at  McCarthy's  Lake;  and  the 
whole  countrv,  from  that  point  eastwards  to  the  Manitoba  boundary,  a  distance  of 
about  350  miles,  was  thoroughly  explored  and  closely  watched  the  whole  season. 

The  total  distance  travelled  by  the  horses  of  this  division,  eighty  in  number, 
was  about  81,000  miles. 

All  the  regular  patrols  were  kept  up  to  the  end  of  October,  when  ti'avel  through 
the  district  was  practically  stopped,  owing  to  the  grass  having  been  burnt  off  by 
prairie  fires. 

Severel  special  patrols  were  sent  out  at  irregular  inteivals  in  different  directions ; 
while  I  travelled,  in  addition  to  the  patrols,  upwards  of  2,000  miles  in  various 
parts  of  the  district.  A  detachment  under  Inspector  McGibbon  was  sent  early  in 
November  to  Manitoba,  with  headquarters  at  Morden,  to  I'emain  there  for  the  winter. 

INDIANS.  .., 

Most  of  the  Sioux  Indians  from  Moose  Jaw  came  south  to  the  Pinto  Horse  Butte 
early  in  the  summer  on  a  hunting  expedition,  and  worked  their  way  to  Wood  Mountain, 
near  which  they  camped  until  ttie  end  of  August,  when  the  majority  of  them  i*etumed 
to  Moose  Jaw.  '^ 
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Indian  runners  from  Standing  Rock  Agency,  Montana,  XJ.  S.,  visited  the  Sioux 
camp  at  Wood  Mountain  and  at  Moose  Jaw.  Their  object  was  to  induce  our  Indiana 
to  join  them  in  case  of  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  across  the  line,  but  as  far  aa  I  could 
learn  they  did  not  succeed  in  getting  any  promises. 

During  the  time  these  Indians  were  in  the  district  they  behaved  very  well,  and 
gave  us  no  trouble  whatever. 

HOBSBS  AND  CATTLE. 

Several  small  bands  of  horses  and  ponies  hove  been  imported  at  different  times 
during  the  summer,  and  have  naid  the  Customs  duty.  A  herd  of  1,000  sheep  also 
passed  through  on  tneir  way  to  Moose  Jaw. 

There  are  no  cattle  left  in  the  Wood  Mountain  District,  those  of  the  Home  Land 
and  Cattle  Company  having  been  removed  to  Bock  Creel^  south  of  the  boundary 
line.  In  June  an  outbreak  of  the  glanders  occurred  in  the  neighborhood  of  Alameda 
(supposed  to  have  been  brought  across  from  Montana  last  wmter),  and  Yeterinaiy 
Staflfeergt.  Jenkins  was  sent  down  in  July  to  inspect  and  report  upon  it. 

Dr.  Creamer,  V.S.,  the  Government  District  Veterinarian,  also  visited  Wood 
Mountain  and  the  Wood  Mountain  District. 

Several  hoi'ses  belonging  to  settlers  round  about  Alameda  were  destroyed  by 
their  owners,  and  the  disease  disappeared  hy  the  end  of  August.  Owing  to  complete 
isolation,  and  other  precautions  taken  by  Inspector  McOibbon,  none  of  the  Police 
hoi'ses  were  affected. 

BUILDINGS, 

A  log  building,  50  ft.  by  18  ft.,  to  be  used  as  a  Quai'termaster's  store  and 
hospital,  and  another,  20  ft.  by  18  ft.,  for  a  blacksmith  shop,  were  built  at  Wood 
Mountain  Post  early  in  the  summer. 

A  duff-out  or  bank  stable  was  also  constructed,  200  ft.  long  by  16  ft.  wide,  to  hold 
forty-five  horses.  An  extention  of  this  stable  should  be  made  next  year,  the  location 
is  suitable,  and  with  another  lenght  of  60  feet  all  the  horses  of  the  division  stationed 
at  this  Post  would  be  provided  fot, 

I  also  moat  strongly  urge  the  construction  of  a  barrack-room  for  the  men 
stationed  here.  The  loss  in  a  standing  camp  from  the  wear  and  teai*  of  tents,  camp 
stoves,  &c.,  waste  of  provisions  for  want  of  a  mess-room  and  cook-house,  to  say 
nothing  on  the  score  of  health  and  comfort,  would  more  than  counterbalance  the 
expense  of  such  a  building  as  is  required. 

A  well  is  also  urgently  needed,  the  water  supply  from  the  creek  being  inferior, 
and  also  at  some  distance  from  the  buildings. 

The  amount  expended  to  date  has  been  only  about  $7,500,  for  which  sum  a  large 
amount  of  accommodation  has  been  obtained. 

A  further  expenditure  of  $2,000  would  render  the  Post  suitable  for  forty  men, 
not  only  for  the  summer  work  but  also  for  winter  occupation,  if  reqiiired.  The 
attachea  plan  (not  printed),  pi*epared  by  Inspector  Baker,  shows  the  location  of  the 
various  buildings,  those  proposed  to  be  erected  being  marked  in  red  and  nombered 
6  and  12. 

A  small  house  and  stable  should  be  put  up  at  Willow  Bunch,  where  it  is  always 
necessaiy  to  keep  a  detachment. 

Authority  was  obtained  to  consti*uct  five  dug-out  stables  at  various  points  along 
the  line  of  patrol,  locating  them  about  one  day's  mai*ch  distance  from  each  other,  so 
that  in  bad  weather  the  horses  would  reach  shelter  every  night;  but  I  found  it  was 
too  late  in  the  season  to  do  the  work  this  year,  and  I  accomingly  made  arrangements 
to  have  the  work  done  early  in  the  spring. 

If  the  buildings  I  ask  for  are  put  up  at  Wood  Mountain  the  stable  (Ko.  5  on 
plan)  will  be  available  for  use  as  a  carpenter  shop,  paint  shop,  veterinary  drag  st^re 
and  troop  store,  all  of  which  are  much  needed. 
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FSNOE. 


A  fence  has  now  become  a  necessity  at  Wood  Mountain  Post.  I  recommend  one  of 
posts,  wire,  and  top  rail,  and  about  1,000  yai*ds  long,  so  as  to  enclo8e  the  buildings, 
stables  and  camp. 

FOBAQB. 

The  hay  crop  was  plentiful  this  year  and  the  quality  good.  The  price  is  conse- 
quently lower  than  former  years. 

I  recommend  that  a  portion  of  the  hay  put  up  at  Wood  Mountain  and  Willow 
Bunch  should  be  baled ;  it  will  then  be  possible  to  deliver  some  at  various  pointi^ 
along  the  patrol  line,  which  has  become  necessary  owing  to  the  fi*equent  destruction 
of  the  gi'ass  by  prairie  fires,  and  also  in  view  of  the  consti'uction  of  tne  pati'ol  stables 
referred  to  above.  A  hay  press  (or  at  all  events  a  screw  for  one)  should  be  supplied 
to  Wood  Mountain  Post  j  the  balance  of  the  press  could  be  built  there.  The  oats 
supplied  this  season  have  been  of  good  quality. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  of  this  division  consists  of  13  heavy  waggons.  1  half-spring 
waggon,  1  spring  waggon,  2  double  buck-boards,  7  heavy  bob-sleighs,  1  light  bob- 
slei^t,  1  cutter,  5  jumpers,  all  in  good  oi-der,  with  the  exception  of  the  cutter,  which 
is  now  quite  unfit  for  further  service.  It  should  be  replaced  by  a  light  bob-sleigh, 
the  Moose  Mountain  detachment  having  no  other  winter  transpoit. 

The  half-spring  waggon  was  serviceable  on  the  longer  patrols,  effecting  consider- 
able saving  in  horseflesh ;  but  the  springs  were  not  tound  sti*ong  enough  for  more 
than  800  or  1,000  lbs.  on  our  rough  trails. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  waggon,  having  spring-seats,  would  be  found  more  ser- 
viceable without  the  half*spring  under  the  body,  and  in  this  shape  I  would  recommend 
the  issue  of  four  more  for  use  in  this  district. 

The  jockey-box  should  in  all  cases  be  placed  inside  the  waggon-box;  all  those 
outside  our  waggons  have  been  broken  by  tne  double-tree  when  going  down  a  short 
and  steep  "  pitch." 

I  also  recommend  that  the  sides  of  the  boxes  for  the  heavy  waggons  be  made  in 
one  piece,  and  that  the  tail-boards  should  be  hinged  so  as  to  turn  down ;  the  hinges 
being  both  turned  the  same  way,  the  tail-board  can  be  easily  removed  if  necessary. 
In  any  case,  the  rods  should  be  inside  the  tail-board,  not  outside,  as  at  present. 

HARNESS  AND   SADDLSRY. 

The  harness  of  this  division  consists  of  13  sets  wheel  harness,  3  sets  wheel 
harness  (light),  1  set  single  hai'ness  (light),  3  sets  cart  harness  (for  jumper),  all  of 
which  is  in  good  order,  except  2  sets  of  the  light  haiTiess  issued  last  spring,  which 
turned  out  altogether  too  light  for  our  work. 

I  have  had  gijeat  trouble  with  the  horse-coUai's ;  it  is  difficult  to  fit  them  propeily 
to  horses  of  many  shapes  and  sizes,  and  several  sore  shouldei's  are  the  result. 

The  felt  sweat-pad,  though  good  enough  as  a  sweat-pad,. does  not  help  much  in 
making  an  awkward  collar  fit  snugly.  I  tned  some  of  Uie  "  perfection  "  pads,  made 
of  light  duck,  stuffed  with  wool  or  hair,  and  found  them  to  work  much  better. 

If  the  present  style  of  collar  is  to  be  continued  I  recommend  an  issue  of  the 
*'  perfection  "  pad. 

A  year  ago  I  asked  for  Scotch  collars  for  my  division,  and  I  still  believe  they 
would  prove  most  suitable  for  our  work. 

The  saddles,  sixty-six  in  number,  are  complete  and  in  good  oixler. 

The  division  is  now  fully  supplied  with  Whitman  bits,  which  are  a  great 
improvement  on  the  Pelhams  formerly  used. 

The  horse-blankets  supplied  this  year  are  very  good ;  the  second  strap  is  a  gi'eat 
advaDtage. 

The  surcingles,  however,  wei'e  remarkable  for  their  shortness. 
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ABMS  AND  AMMUNITION. 


The  arms  of  the  division  are  in  good  order;  the  few  small  repairs  which  are 
needed  can  be  made  by  the  Armourer  at  Segina  this  winter. 

There  is  one  Adams  revolver  of  the  old  pattern  in  possession  of  the  division, 
which  should  be  exchanged  for  an  Enfield. 


TARGET  PRACTICE. 

the  regular  course  of  target  practice  with  carbine  and  revolver  was  gone  throu^ 
by  the  men  at  Wood  Mountain  and  Willow  Bunch. 

The  results,  considering  the  prevailing  high  winds,  were  &irly  satis&ctory. 

CASUALTIES. 

Constable  Both,  who  was  attacked  by  fever  at  Wood  Mountain  in  November, 
1887,  and  who  was  in  hospital  at  Hegina  at  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  died 
on  16th  December  last  and  was  buried  on  the  ITth. 

Constable  Wilson,  while  on  stable  picket  at  Begina  on  the  night  of  the  2lBt 
March,  fell  and  bi'oke  his  right  arm.  He  was,  however,  able  to  march  out  with 
the  division  on  13th  May. 

Corporal  Bruce,  while  getting  out  timber,  cut  his  foot  with 'an  axe  and  was  laid 
up  for  a  couple  of  weeks. 

Among  the  horses  the  only  casualty  was  the  death,  fi*om  infiamation,  of  horse 
No.  689,  at  or  near  Wood  End,  on  18th  October. 

KIT  AND  CLOTHING. 

The  issues  received  this  vear  have  been  of  good  quality,  with  the  exception  of  the 
i^rey  cloak  and  cape,  which  has,  I  think,  been  generally  condemned. 

The  foimer  (blue)  issue  was  far  superior,  both  in  texture  and  appearance. 

Some  hai'dship  was  experienced  last  winter  from  the  want  of  bu&lo  coats ;  the 
black  calfskin  which  was  tried  in  place  thereof  was  a  complete  failure,  owing  to  the 
dye  having  rotted  the  skin. 

I  beff  to  repeat  my  i*ecommendation  of  the  past  two  years  (with  which  I  find 
several  officers  of  the  force  coincide)  with  regara  to  the  issue  of  a  broad-brimmed 
felt  hat  for  prairie  work. 

I  would  again  ui*ge  that  issues  of  kit  and  clothing  be  only  made  annually  or  semi- 
annually, on  a  fixed  date,  to  the  whole  force. 

RATIONS. 

The  system  adopted  thi*ough  this  patrol  district,  of  having  cooked  meals  sup 
plied  by  contract,  instead  of  the  bare  issue  of  rations,  has  worked  very  well. 

At  Wood  Mountain  particularly,  the  scheme  has  been  successful ;  the  servicee  of 
cooks,  mess  waiters,  wochI  fatigue  men,  &c.,  not  being  required,  leaves  so  many  more 
men  for  duty,  an  important  item  with  a  division  so  much  under  strength. 

The  services  of  a  Quartermaster's  storeman  were  also  dispensed  with. 

FUEL. 

The  question  of  fuel  along  this  line  of  patrol  is  becoming  a  serious  one.  Bnoufh 
wood  may  be  picked  up  at  various  points  to  suffice  for  cooking  pui*poses  during  the 
summer,  but  it  is  4ifficult  to  get  anything  like  enough  for  the  cold  weather.  There 
is  plenty  of  coal  to  be  got,  as  it  ci*ops  out  on  the  sur&ce  at  many  places ;  but  in  every 
case  it  would  require  a  certain  amount  of  expense  before  suitable  coal  could  be  got 
at.  I  would  suggest  a  small  appropriation  (say  $200)  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up 
mines  in  two  or  three  different  places.  The  coal  which  has  been  tried  has  turned  out 
of  good  quality,  though  not  far  removed  from  the  lignite  stage. 
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FIBS  PROTEOTION. 

The  nnmber  of  buildings  at  Wood  Mountain  PoHt  now  demands  some  means  of 
fighting  fire.  The  nearest  water  is  some  300  yards  distant,  and  this  is  another 
reason  in  favor  of  the  well  previously  asked  for.  A  pump  should  also  be  provided, 
and  I  recommend  the  issue  of  a  couple  of  Babcocks  and  some  grenades. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

The  whole  district,  with  the  exception  of  Wood  Mountain  itself,  was  bui'nt  over 
by  prairie  fires,  which  came  down  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Kaiiway. 

None  of  these  were  preventible,  nor  could  their  actual  ori^n  be  asceiiained,  as 
they  covered  such  a  large  area.  One  small  fire  started  neai*  Wood  Mountain  Post, 
but  was  soon  extinguished. 

There  will,  consequently,  be  no  feed  for  hoi*ses  along  the  line  of  pati-ol  until  well 
on  into  June  of  next  year. 

DESERTIONS. 

There  have  been  five  desertions  from  this  division  during  the  year.  Two  men 
went  to  Winnipeg  on  leave  of  absence  and  did  not  return  ;  one  man  deserted  from 
Begina  in  May,  and  the  other  two  deserted  from  Wood  End  camp,  which  is  only  a 
couple  of  miles  from  the  United  States  bound  ary.  With  one  exception,  we  ai-e  well 
rid  of  them. 

DISCIPLINE   AND   CRIME. 

With  the  exception  of  the  desei*tions  just  alluded  to,  the  conduct  of  the  men  of 
this  division  has  been  very  good,  none  of  the  charges  having  been  seiious. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  against  any  of  our  men  on  the  pai*t  of  the 
settlers  at  Willow  Bunch  or  in  me  Moose  Mountain  District. 

There  are  no  settlers  at  Wood  Mountain. 

There  has  been  no  crime  in  the  district. 

SAVINGS  BANK. 

The  deposits  this  year  i*each  the  satisfactory  total  of  14,573. 

CUSTOMS. 

The  usual  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  Custom's  Depai*tmont,  the  amount  of 
duty  collected  along  the  frontier  having  been  close  upon  $3,000.00. 

As  far  as  is  known,  only  two  importers  of  stock  passed  the  patrol  line  without 
reporting. 

One  of  these  was  traced  to  Moose  Jaw  and  he  paid  duty  at  Begina;  in  the  other 
suspected  case  (at  Moosomin)  sufficient  evidence  could  not  be  got  to  warrant  a  seizure. 

A  detachment  of  thirteen  non-<x)inmissioned  officers  and  constables,  under 
Inspector  McGibbon  (previously  mentioned),  has  been  sent  to  Morden,  in  southern 
Manitoba,  in  aid  of  the  Customs  authorities. 

WINTER  DETACHMENTS. 

The  following  sti*ength  marched  fr*om  Wood  Mountain  for  Hegina  on  11th  inst., 
arriving  on  the  16th : — 

Number. 

Officers 2 

Non-commissioned  officers 9 

Constables 26 

Horses • 48 
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The  distribution  of  the  detachment  remaining 
following  table: — 

out  for  the  winter  is  shown  in  the 

Name  of  Posts. 

1 

a 

Sergeants.           | 

1 

i 

i 
1 

1 

3 

Wood  Mountain 

1 

5 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
11 

t 

3 
2 
2 

2 

2 

15 

6 

Willow  Bnnch 

2 

Carljle  

1 

3 

Cannington 

Alameda 

1 

Buscurvis 

Coal  Mine  » 

Manitoba 

1 

........ 

2 

12 

Total  on  Command 

1 

3 

3 

27 

34 

31 

At  Wood  Mountain  there  iHalso  one  special  constable,  employed  as  interpreter, 
and  one  pony. 

OUTPOSTS. 

From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  following  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  outposts  of  this  division. : 

Langenburg,  at  the  end  of  the  Manitoba  and  North-Western  Sailway  (owing  to  iU 
distance  and  inaccessibility  from  Wood  Mountain,  the  summer  headquarters  of  thii> 
division),  was  transferred  to  the  Depot  Division  on  1st  May  last. 

Cannington,  a  flourishing  settlement  south-east  of  Moose  Mountain,  wta^ 
entirely  without  police  protection.    Two  men  are  now  stationed  there. 

Manitoba. — ^A  new  detachment  sent  out,  as  previously  stated. 

The  other  outposts  as  stationed  last  winter. 

TELEORAPH  AND   MAIL   SEBVIOE. 

The  mail  service  between  the  Canadian  Pacific  Sailway  and  Wood  Mountain  h^ 
hitherto  been  earned  on  bv  the  Police.  As  men  and  horses  cannot  always  be  spared 
for  this  duty  the  service  has  been  somewhat  iiTegular ;  some  extra  office  work  is 
also  entailed,  as  all  the  mail  for  the  district  passed  through  our  hands. 

It  is  time  that  the  attention  of  the  Post  Office  authorities  should  be  called  to  the 
necessitv  of  establishing  a  regular  mail  service  (which  has  already  been  petitioned 
foi'  by  the  settles).  One  of  the  principal  objections  to  the  present  arrangement  is. 
that  the  Begina  postmaster  (very  properly,  I  think)  refuses  to  forward  registered 
matter  bv  carriers  not  responsible  to  his  department. 

With  regaixi  to  the  telegraph,  for  more  than  forty  days  during  the  last 
six  months  the  line  has  not  been  working,  and  that  not  because  it  was  out  of  order, 
but  because  the  Moose  Jaw  (Canadian  Pacific  Railway)  office  could  not  give  it  proper 
attention. 

At  one  period  no  less  than  nine  consecutive  days  elapsed  while  I  was  waiting  to 
send  a  message.  T  afterwards  learned  that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  operator, 
whose  particular  duty  it  is  to  work  the  Government  line,  was  absent  danng  that 
period,  and  that  no  one  was  deputed  to  take  his  place.  It  frequently,  I  may  say 
mvariably,  happens  that  there  is  a  delay  of  half  a  day  in  messages  between  Begina 
and  Wood  Mountain,  and  frequently  more.  If  it  is  desired  to  make  the  telegraph 
line  reliable  the  Govemment  line  must  be  extended  from  Moose  Jaw  to  B^ina. 

Havii^  found  last  winter  that  a  home-made  telephone  worked  mrly  well 
between  Yfood  Mountain  and  Moose  Jaw  I  proposed  to  rent  a  couple  of  instruments 
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from  the  telephone  company  in  Winnipeg  for  use  on  the  Government  line  ( the 
Moose  Jaw  instroment  being  located  in  the  rolice  office  at  that  place),  so  as  to  insnre 
attention  to  our  sometimes  argent  business. 

The  Superintendent  of  Government  Telegi*aph8  wrote  last  summer  to  say  that 
my  proposition  was  appi'oved,  and  that  the  instruments  would  be  supplied  and  fixed 
by  his  agents.  Nothing  having  yet  come  of  it,  I  beg  to  recommend  that  my 
original  suggestion,  at  a  cost  of  1^0  per  annum,  be  carried  out. 

INSPSOTIONS  OF  THE  DiyiSION  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  end  of  February  Inspector  McGibbon  went  to  Moose  Moi^ntain  to  inspect 
the  winter  detachments  there,  and  on  his  return  on  10th  March  I  went  to  Langen- 
burff  for  a  similar  purpose,  leaving  Inspector  White-Fraser  in  command  at  Begina 
dunng  my  absence. 

I  returned  to  Begina  on  the  20th  and  started  again  on  the  23rd  for  Wood  Moun- 
tain^ going  md  Moose  Jaw  and  Willow  Bunch.  • 

Having  taken  a  waggon  (owing  to  the  reports  of  open  weather  at  Wood  Mountain) 
I  was  much  delayed  by  firesh  falls  of  snow,  but  I  was  able  to  start  on  my  return  on 
the  9th  April  slxA  reached  Begina  a^in  on  the  14th.  I  found  everything  in  good 
order  at  all  these  outposts,  and  Inspector  McGibbon  repoi*ted  the  same  wiw  regard 
to  the  men  at  Moose  Mountain. 

In  the  middle  of  July,  having  been  to  Begina  for  the  pay  of  the  division,  I  went 
by  rwl  to  Moose  Mountain  and  uience  by  stage  to  Cannington,  where  I  was  met  by 
Inspector  Mc€Kbbon. 

I  drove  with  him  to  Carlyle,  Alameda,  Coal  Mines  and  Wood  End,  inspecting 
and  payingtiie  various  detachments. 

From  Wood  End  I  returned  by  the  pati*ol  trail  to  Wood  Mountain.  The  results 
of  my  inspection  were  satisfactory. 

On  6m  November  Inspecting^Superintendent  Cotton  c^une  to  Wood  Mountain  to 
inspect  the  Post,  and  started  for  Itegma  on  9th  inst. 

The  outpost  at  Willow  Bunch  was  inspected  each  month  by  Inspector  Baker 
and  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  JABVIS, 
Superintendent  Commanding  '^B ''  DivisiofL 
The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX  K. 


ANNUAL    REPOET    OF   SUPBEINTENDENT   W.  D.  ANTBOBUS. 

N.  W.  M.  Police,  Hbadquajitbbs  "A"  Division, 

Maplb  Crsbk,  Ist  December,  1888. 

Sir, — 1  have  the  honor  to  tbi-waiHl  my  report  from  22n(l  December,  1887,  that 
being  the  date  on  which  I  assumed  command  of  this  division. 

dn  my  arrival  I  found  that  all  the  detachments  had  been  called  in,  with  tJie 
exception  of  those  along  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  one  man  at 
Saskatchewan  Landing,  and  the  detachment  at  Battle  Creek,  formerly  known  as  Ten 
Mile  Crossing,  from  its  being  situated  on  a  creek  about  that  distance  from  Fort 
Walsh,  now  abandoned. 

The  following  hfs  been  the  avei*age  sti*ength  and  distribution  of  this  division 
dunng  the  past  summer. 


Name  of  Posts. 


Officers. 


MaDle  Greek 

Meciicine  Hat 

Swift  Gurrent 

Saskatchewan  Landing.. 

Dunmore 

Bulls  Head 

Willow  Greek 

Grabnm  Bntte 

Battle  Greek 

Farwell's  Goal6e 

East  End  Post 

Maple  Greek  Town 

Fort  Macleod 


N.  C.  O.'s. 


Constables. 


30 

14 

2 

2 


Horses. 


39 

20 

2 

1 
1 
5 
6 
5 
9 
4 

6horse82male8 

1 

3 


The  same  detachments  as  remained  outlast  winter  are  still  out,  the  others  having 
l)een  brought  in  after  the  15th  of  this  month. 

As  will  be  seen  by  attached  returns,  horse-stealing  and  other  crimes,  particularlv 
drunkenness,  have  decreased  in  this  district.  At  Medicine  Hat  for  seven  and  a-half 
months,  via.,  from  10th  May,  1887,  to  Slst  December,  1887,  the  following  were  the 
breaches  of  the  liquor  law  : — 

CJonvictions  for  drunkenness 10 

Convictions  for  selling  liquor  and  having  it  in  possession  illegally...     10 
Cases  selling  liquor  dismissed 2 

While,  fi-om  January  to  30th  November,  1888,  viz.,  eleven  months,  the 
cases  are  as  follow : — 

Convictions  for  drunkenness  (1  at  Dunmore) 3 

Convictions  for  selling  liquor  and  having  it  in  possession  ill^ally.  5 

At  Maple  Creek,  in   1887,  convictions 1 

At  Maple  Creek,  in  1888,  dismissed , 1 
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In  Februaiy  this  district,  and  in  fact  the  whole  countiy,  was  veiy  much  excited 
over  a  report  that  pleui'O-pneumonia  had  broken  out  in  a  band  of  cattle  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Gow  and  Stothe:-s,  whoso  ranche  is  situated  near  Graburn.  Veterinary  Surgeon 
Creamer,  of  Kegina,  examined  some  of  the  carcases  and  pronounced  the  disease  to  be 
as  reported.  Later  on  Dv.  McEachran,  the  Dominion  Veterinary  Inspector,  examined 
the  same  carcases  and  repoi-ted  that  there  was  neither  sign  nor  suspicion  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia, but  proclaimed  the  disease  to  be  anthrax,  and  not  contagious.  There  has 
been  no  sickness  in  the  band  of  cattle  since. 

On  18th  March  a  general  store  belonging  to  J.  Clausti-e,  was  broken  into 
and  some  watches  and  other  articles  stolen.  A  half-breed  named  Brebant  was 
suspected.  I  issued  a  warrant  for  his  ariest,  which  was  executed  at  Qu'Appelle. 

On  15th  September  /le  was  tried  before  Judge  J.  F.  Macleod,  and  sentenced  to  six 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labor  at  this  Post. 

On  the  31st  Maich  one  Endispey  reported  having  lost  a  band  of  horses  between 
Dunmore  and  Maple  Creek.  As  he  supposed  they  had  been  stolen,  I  sent  out  a  party 
and  recovered  them  three  days  later,  they  having  merely  strayed  from  camp. 

On  the  18th  April,  at  Medicine  Hat,  a  very  clever  an*est  was  made  by  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Lyon,  and  an  ex-policeraan  named  F.  Mountain.  A  man  named  Hemy  Turner 
was  seen  by  Mr.  Lyon  and  Mr.  Mountain,  from  a  distance,  getting  into  Mountain 
House  thmugh  a  window.  They  immediately  went  after  Tui'ner,  and  having  caught 
him,  handed  him  over  to  the  f  olice.  Turner  was,  on  the  12th  May,  by  Judge 
Macleod,  sentenced  to  two  year's  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  at  Stoney 
Mountain,  Manitoba. 

On  the  6th  May  I  received  woi-d  from  Sun  Eiver,  Montana,  U.  S.,  that  two  men, 
James  Mclntyi'e,  alias  "  Slim  Jim,"  and  a  half-breed  named  Bruno  Azuare,  had  stolen 
foi-ty-one  head  of  horses  and  had  bi-ought  them  into  this  country.  I  immediately 
sent  Corporal  Meneley,  Constable  Moss  and  Scout  Lewis  Cobell  on  the  trail  of  these 
men,  with  orders  to  arrest  and  bring  them  in,  they  having  passed  east  from  Battle 
Creek  on  the  4th  May.  They  were  arrested  and  brought  in,  and  on  the  11th  May 
Daniel  Moms  aiTived  from  Sun  Eiver  and  identified  the  horses,  some  of  which 
belonged  to  him. 

On  the  14th  I  held  a  preliminary  examination  in  the  case  and  committed  both 
men  for  trial.  On  the  2ncl  June  they  were  tned  by  Judge  Macleod,  F.  G.  Fauquier, 
Esq.,  J.P.,  and  a  juiy,  and  having  been  found  guilty  were  sentenced  to  ^ve  yeai-'s 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiaiy.  Corporal  Meneley  and  his  men  deserve  great 
credit  lor  the  manner  in  which  they  effected  this  captui*e,  as  had  they  not  acted  with 
the  utmost  caution,  and  at  the  same  time  used  goocl  judgment,  the  piisoners  would 
undoubtedly  have  resisted.  Mclntyre  had  already  served  torn*  years  in  the  State  prison 
at  Deer  Lodge,  Montana,  for  horse-stealing,  and  would  not  have  allowed  himself  to  be 
easily  taken  had  he  been  given  the  least  chance  of  resisting  arrest.     • 

Having  received  a  telegram  from  the  officer  commanding  Fort  Assinaboine,  U.S., 
informing  me  that  twenty-three  head  of  horses  belonging  to  the  Blood  Indians  had 
been  taken  from  Indians  at  Belknap,  I,  on  the  18th  May,  sent  Inspector  Williams 
and  Scout  Cobell  to  Kennedy's  Post,  neai*  the  international  boundary  line,  to 
receive  them.  The  horses  were  handed  over  by  the  American  authoitties  to  Inspector 
Williams,  who  turned  them  over  to  Inspector  White-Fraser,  of  "K"  Division,  he 
having  come  from  Lethbridge  for  them.  While  on  this  subject  I  would  beg  to 
request  that  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  and  courtesy  I  have  at  all  times 
received  from  Colonel  Otis,  U.S.A.,  of  Fort  Assinaboine,  and  his  officeis,  be  placed  on 
record.  They  have  been  the  means  of  our  recoveiing  Government  property  taken 
to  Montana  by  deserters,  and  it  has  afforded  me  much  gi^atification  to  render  them 
like  assistance  in  a  couple  of  cases. 

On  the  29th  Iklay  Louison  Level  le,  who  had  been  inteinpi'eter  for  the  force  since 
its  advent  into  the  country,  died.  He  had  been  complaimng  for  a  few  months,  but 
died  veiy  suddenly  from  hemorrhage. 

At  Medicine  Hat  the  Police  feny  broke  from  its  moorings,  owing  to  the  nver 
17—8 
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rising  suddenly  on  the  night  of  the  30th.  The  Post  at  Medicine  Hat  being  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  from  the  town,  and  the  river  having  to  be  crossed  to  go  to 
our  outposts,  has  been  a  source  of  great  expense  to  the  Government.  A  new  scow  had  to 
be  built,  but  in  the  meantime,  owing  to  high  water,  we  were  obliged  to  hire  a  car  trom 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  when  it  was  necessaiy  to  transport  horses  from  one 
side  of  the  river  to  the  other.  K  practicable,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  barracks  be  removed  from  the  present  site  to  the  other  side  of  the  Saskatchewan; 
or,  if  not,  that  the  buildings  might  be  sold  and  new  quarters  for  our  men  be  built  on 
the  town  side.  In  my  opinion  the  detachment  at  Medicine  Hat  is  larger  than  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  having  this  division,  as  it  were,  divided  in  two,  almost 
doubles  the  expense,  besides  giving  double  work  and  necessitating  the  support  of  two 
sets  ol  employed  men  in  our  division. 

An  amusing  incident  occurred  on  the  13th  June,  which  goes  to  show  how  the 
Police  are  appealed  to  for  protection  by  the  settlers.  A  settler  of  this  district,  who,  with 
a  companion,  was  on  the  cattle  "  round  up,"  came  in  and  reported  that  while  looking 
for  cattle  he  and  his  comrade  saw  a  man  emerge  from  a  clump  of  bushes  in  which  were 
some  horses.  This  man  signalled  them,  and  as  they  did  not  reply  he  fired  his  rifle.  One 
ol  the  men  came  in  at  once,  leaving  the  other  to  see  that  the  man  in  the  bushes,  who  they 
thought  was  a  horse  thief,  did  not  escape.  I  told  him  that  I  had  no  doubt  but  that 
the  man  fired  so  as  to  attract  their  attention,  and  asked  him  if  the  bullet  had  passed 
near  them,  to  which  he  replied;  "We  were  not  looking  for  bullets  just  then,  so  I 
came  in  here  as  fast  as  possible,  changing  horses  twice  on  the  way,  and  *  you  bet ' 
I  made  good  time."  I  at  once  sent  the  Sergeant-Major  and  three  men  with  him  to  the 
place  indicated,  who  discovered  that  the  supposed  horse-thieves  were  two  of  our 
scouts,  who  had  been  out  looking  for  lost  norses.  Unnecessary  to  say,  the  two 
settlers  above  referred  to  were  unmercifully  chaffed  by  their  comrades. 

On  the  23rd  June  I  sent  a  scouting  party  from  Medicine  Hat  to  Island  Lake,  and 
on  24th  from  here  to  "  Big  Stick  "  Lake,  both  places  being  north  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  track,  in  which  section  of  the  country  we  have  no  outposts. 

On  the  16th  July  I  received  a  teleajram  from  Regina  re  sixty  head  of  horses 
stolen  from  Fort  Benton,  U.S.  I  notified  all  my  detachments,  but  could  find  no  trace 
of  them. 

On  the  ITth  July  I  accompanied  Mr.  Allen,  of  th«  Customs  Department,  to  Far- 
well  and  Davis  Lake,  to  look  after  cattle  which  had  been  brought  into  the  Territories 
on  which  no  duty  had  been  paid.     Satisfactory  arrangements  were  made. 

On  the  24th  July  a  man  named  Nelson  was  drownedin  the  Saskatchewan  River, 
at  Medicine  Hat,  while  bathing.  Inspector  Moodie  held  an  investigation,  and  ass  the 
drowning  was  proved  to  be  accidental  no  inquest  was  deemed  necessary. 

On  the  20th  July  a  very  severe  wind,  hail  and  rain  storm  visited  Medicine  Hat, 
which  partly  unroofed  the  hay  stack  at  that  Post.  The  storm  continued  for  several 
days.  As  soon  as  it  had  abated  men  were  put  on  to  re-top  the  stack,  which  most 
have  been  penetrated  by  rain,  causing  it  to  heat,  as  on  Sunday,  the  29th,  at  about 
1  a.m.,  a  sheet  of  flame  was  seen  issuing  from  the  stack,  which  was  in  a  very  short 
time  reduced  to  ashes.  I  held  an  investigation,  and  the  only  conclusion  I  could 
anive  at  was  that  the  stack,  from  having  become  wet,  had  heated  and  caught  fire. 
This  may  appear  strange,  as  the  hay  had  been  stacked  for  a  year,  and  old  farmers 
say  that  only  new  hay  is  liable  to  heat ;  but  as  the  evidence  showed  that  no  one  had 
been  near  the  stack  since  the  previous  Fiiday  the  above  was  the  only  conclusion  I 
could  come  to. 

On  the  18th  October  I  was  informed  by  Staff-Surgeon  McGinnis,  at  Swifl 
Current,  that  he  had  received  a  notification  from  Sheriff  Benson,  of  Regina,  to  airest 
two  men  named  Montgomery  and  Fiances,  who  had  gone  west  with  a  stolen  horse. 
Staff-Sui'geon  McGinnis,  thinking  that  they  were  at  Rush  Lake,  pi*oceeded  to  that 

g)int,  and  on  his  return  wrote  me  to  the  effect  that  these  men  had  gone  west 
earing  aflei^wards  that  they  were  supposed  to  be  at  the  Forks  of  Red  Deer  River 
I  wired  Inspector  Moodie  to  send  a  party  to  that  point  to  intercept  their  further 
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progi-ess  and  arrest  them.  Montgomery  was  an'ested  and  sent  under  escort  to 
Kegina  on  the  17 th  November.     Frances  could  not  be  found  in  this  district. 

On  the  2nd  November,  on  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Lester-Kaye,  manager 
of  the  Canadian  Agricultural  Coal  and  Colonization  Company,  requesting  me  to  arrest 
a  man  named  Weir  who  had  deserted  employment  at  Crane  Lake,  I  at  once  gave 
orders  and  issued  a  waiTant  for  his  arrest.  The  following  jnoming  Weir  (whom  I 
did  not  know,  but  who  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  man  in  question)  came  to  me  and 
laid  a  complaint  against  F.  Blackburn,  foreman  of  the  said  company  at  Crane  Lake, 
for  assault.  I  instructed  Inspector  Sandere  to  proceed  to  Crane  Lake,  taking  Weir 
with  him,  and  dispose  of  both  cases.  Inspector  Sanders  went  there,  and  on 
trying  the  cases  considered,  from  the  evidence  brought  forward,  that  a  misunder- 
standing had  occurred  between  the  parties,  and  taking  both  sides  into  question  he 
advised  the  company  to  withdraw  the  charge  of  desertion  against  Weir,  and 
dismissed  the  case  of  assault  against  the  foreman,  the  chai'ge  not  being  satisfactorily 
proven. 

On  the  21st  an  infonnation  was  laid  by  Mr.  Cix)8s,  manager  of  the  said  company 
at  Crane  Lake,  against  four  men  in  their  employ  for  deserting  employment. 

Under  my  instruction.  Inspector  Sandei^s  proceeded  by  trail  to  Crane  Lake  and 
tried  the  cases.  The  evidence  brought  forwaid  suppoi'ting  the  information,  Mr. 
Sanders  adjudged  a  fine  of  $10  each  and  costs,  and  in  default  of  payment  fourteen 
days*  imprisonment  with  hard  labor.  The  fines  not  having  been  paid  the  men  were 
imprisoned  in  the  guard-room  at  this  Post  for  the  period  stated.  Besides  the  above 
cases,  others  of  a  similar  nature  brought  by  the  said  company  were  disposed  of  by 
Inspector  Moodie  at  Medicine  Hat. 

I  have  vei'bally  and  in  wj'iting  received  an  acknowledgment  from  Sir  John 
Lester-Kaye  of  the  assistance  rendered  to  the  company  l^y  myself,  the  officers  and 
men  of  "  A  "  Division. 

I  have  always  endeavored,  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  to  assist  any  company 
starting  in  the  Territories  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  have  impressed  upon  my 
subaltern  officei-s  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  the  necessity  of  carrying 
out  my  wishes  in  this  respect. 

The  following  letter,  which  explains  itself,  was  received  fi'om  Staff-Sui'geon 
McGinnis,  Swift  Current: — 

"  Sir, — ^I  beg  leave  to  report  having  received  the  following  telegram  yesterday : 

*  Battlepord,  31st  May. 

i  Staff-Surgeon  McGinnis,  Swift  Current. 

*  Alex.  Sayers,  freighter,  left  about  a  week  ago  for  Swift  Cun'ent  with  glandered 
horses,    fetter  enquire  into  this. 

'  *C.  STAENBS.' 

"  To-day  Sayei's  arrived  and  ti*aded  off  the  horse  just  as  soon  as  he  sot  here.  I 
**8aw  and  examined  him,  and  told  him  I  was  sure  the  horse  was  sufiering  from 
**  glandera.  He  said,  he  did  not  think  so.  I  told  him  ho  was  not  bound  to  accept  my 
**  decision,  but  I  would  certainly  have  him  examined  by  a  veterinary  before  I  would 
**  allow  him  to  be  moved.  After  considering  the  matter  he  admitted  I  was  right,  and 
*'  told  me  that  the  Police  Veterinaiy  Surgeon  at  Battleford  made  him  shoot  one  of  his 
"  horses  for  glandere  last  year.  He  then  hired  a  man  to  shoot  the  horse,  and  I  we'nt 
**  with  him  and  saw  it  done." 

On  the  26th  July  Staff-Surgeon  McGinnis  reported  that  Mr.  Openshaw,  at 
Saskatchewan  Landing,  had  some  hoi-ses  evidently  affected  with  glanders.  I  instructed 
McGinnis  to  lay  information  before  Mr.  Knight,  J.  P.,  at  Swift  Current.  This  was 
done  and  the  horses  subsequently  inspected  by  Veterinary  Surgeon  Burnett,  who 
pronounced  two  of  them  affected  with  glanders.  They  were  shof^  and  the  carcases 
Sestroyed.      In   September  other  horees   were  inspected   by  Vetennary  Suigeon 
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Creamer,  of  Regina,  at  Sa^^katchewan  Landing,  and  one  was  shot  and  the  remainder  of 
the  band  isolated  bv  his  instructions.  Further  examination  of  this  band  of  horses 
was  made  later  on  by  Veterinary  Surgeon  Burnett,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of 
other  animals  being  affected. 

One  case  of  glanders  occurred  at  Medicine  Hat,  which,  having  been  reported  to 
me,  I  instructed  Veterinaiy  Surgeon  Creamer,  who  was  in  Maple  Creek  at  the  time, 
to  proceed  to  Medicine  Hat  and  inspect  the  animal.  He  ordered  its  desti-uction. 
No  other  case  was  reported  from  this  point. 

During  the  year  three  lunatics  were  confined  in  the  guard-room  at  Medicine 
Hat.  Two  of  these,  whose  insanity  was  merely  tempoi-aiy,  were  detained  until  their 
reason  returned  and  were  then  allowed  to  depart.  The  othei*,  whose  i-ecovery 
appeared  doubtful,  and  violence  accompanying  his  actions,  was,  by  order  of  His 
Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  my  requisition,-  sen^  to  Selkirk  asylum. 

In  connection  with  the  case  of  the  capture  of  "  Slim  Jim  "  and  his  accomplice, 
for  bringing  stolen  propeHy  into  Canada,  previously  mentioned,  I  omitted  to  state 
that  a  i-ewaiNl  of  $200  was  paid  for  the  recoveiy  of  the  hoi^ses,  which  I  divided,  with 
your  sanction,  as  follows  :  $50  to  Corpoi*al  Meneley,  $50  to  Constable  Moss,  and  $50 
to  Scout  Cobell. 

The  remaining  $50  was  used  in  purchasing  crockeiy,  &c.,  lor  the  troop  messes. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  circular  issued  from  the  Stock  Association,  in  Montana, 
to  all  officers  commanding  Posts,  and  to  the  Comptroller,  was  the  result  of  the  above 
captui-e,  as  Mi*.  Morris  and  Mr.  Steele,  the  ownei-s  of  the  stolen  horses,  infbraied  me 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  association  to  publicly  testify  their  appreciation  of 
the  services  rendered  by  the  Police. 

,      GENERAL   STATE   OF   THE   DISTRICT. 

As  I  have,  in  the  fonn«r  portion  of  this  report,  shown  the  general  woik  performed 
in  this  dietiict  by  my  division,  I  have  nothing  to  enter  under  this  heading. 

A  CRIME. 

The  only  crime  of  a  serious  natui*e  which  occurred  in  this  district,  with 
the  exception  of  those  ali*eady  mentioned,  was  as  follows  :  On  the  28th  December 
a  case  of  stabbing  occurred  at  Cassils,  on  the  Canjvdian  Pacific  Railway,  west  of  Medicine 
Hat,  and  information  having  been  laid  before  Inspector  Moodie  that  officer  sent  a 
party  to  Tilley  and  arrested  one  Wagner,  against  whom  the  infoi*mation  had  been 
laid.  Wagner  was  tried  before  Judge  Macleodand  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  impri- 
sonment with  hard  labor  in  our  guard-room  at  Medicine  Hat. 

This  case  could  not  have  been  tried  had  we  not  been  able  to  pi-ocure  an  Hungarian 
interpreter,  who  we  fortunately  had  at  hand,  in  the  pei-son  of  Regl.  No.  1380. 
Constable  Miniszewsky,  at  present  stationed  at  Medicine  Hat.  This  constable  rendered 
similar  service  at  Lethbiidge,  Superintendent  Deane,  of  "K*'  Division,  having 
requested  me  to  send  him  to  ijitei-pret  in  cases  against  Hungarians  employ^!  by  the 
North-Wes tern  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  at  Lethbridge,  who  were  in  riot.  All 
other  crimes  were  of  a  trivial  nature,  as  will  be  seen  from  retuni  of  convictions 
attached. 

PATROLS  AND  OUTPOSTS. 

On  assuming  command  of  this  District  I  found  the  following  detachmentB  and 
outposts  established  for  the  winter:  Medicine  Hat,  under  command  of  an  officer; 
Battle  Creek,  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  six  men ;  Swift  Current,  one  sergeant 
and  one  man  ;   and  Saskatchewan  Landing,  one  man. 

Early  in  May  1  sent  men  to  outposts  south,  as  per  disti'^jution  on  first  page  (£ 
this  report.  It  was  subsequently  found  necessary  to  strengthen  Swift  Current  and 
Saskatchewan  Landing  by  one  man  each — the  former  on  account  of  prairie  fires  and 
the  latter  on  account  of  glandej'ed  horses  being  brought  in  from  the  north ;  also,  9a 
should  a  prisoner  be  arrested  at  the  Landing  one  man  would  be  obliged  to  bring  him. 
to  Swift  CuiTent,  and  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  leave  that  outpost  without  & 
constable.  • 
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The  outposts  south  have,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  absence  of  horse-stealinff  or 
other  cnme  committed  along  the  boundary  line,  done  good  service,  although  their 
strength  was  much  smaller  than  last  jear,.and  they  had  not  the  advantage  ot*  employed 
scouts,  having  this  vear  had  the  services  of  but  two,  whereas  last  year  there  were 
six.  This  was  partly  owing  to  my  suggestion  that  our  men  coula  do  the  work  as 
well,  and  I  recommended  to  you  that  four  should  be  granted  extra  pay,  at  the  rate 
of  25  cents  per  diem.  Two  were  allowed  me,  so  that  I  peally  had  foui*  scouts 
in  my  district,  and  I  now  find  that  my  confidence  in  our  men  was  not  misplaced,  as 
the  work;  in  so  far  as  the  scouting  is  concerned,  has  been  performed  very  satisfactoiily. 
Of  coui'se,  half-breed  scouts  are  necessary  in  this  district,  but  I  must  agree  with  a 
statement  made  by  youi'self  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that  it  is  not  necessaiy  that 
one  should  be  stationed  at  every  outpost.  All  outposts  were  inspected  on  an  average 
of  three  times  a  month  by  an  inspector  under  my  command,  and  by  myself  once  a 
month,  except  when  my  duties  prevented  my  doing  so.  Then — and  only  once — I  sent 
my  senior  inspector  in  my  place. 

The  outposts  contiguous  to  Medicine  Hat  were  inspected  by  Inspector  Moodie, 
and  the  following  by  Inspector  Williams,  who  had  his  head  quai-ters  at  Battle  Creek : 
Graburn,  Farwell  and  East  End. 

At  Battle  Creek  a  building  was  erected  by  our  own  men  for  Inspector  Williams, 
at  a  veiy  small  cost,  the  building  being  removed  fi*om  Fort  Walsh  for  that  purpose 
-during  the  summer.  I  have  had  the  roofs  of  buildings  at  Willow  Creek,  Bull  s  Head 
And  Battle  Creek  painted  with  fire-proof  paint. 

The  present  station  at  East  End  is,  in  my  opinion,  badly  situated,  it  being  off 
the  line  of  travel,  and  about  seven  miles  from  the  crossing  of  the  "  White  Mud," 
ivhich  is  on  the  ti-ail  between  Swift  Current  and  the  settlements  south  of  the  boun- 
dary line. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  buildings  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  McLaughlin,  for 
which  I  have  received  a  re-lease  from  him,  be  occupied  next  year,  as  they  are  situated 
at  the  crossing  above  referred  to,  and  from  which  point  any  parties  passing  from  the 
north  or  south  can  be  easily  seen,  which  is  not  the  case  at  the  point  at  present  occu- 
pied by  our  men. 

My  pati*ols  connected  weekly  with  "  K  "  Division,  on  the  west,  up  to  September, 
when,  by  your  orders,  we  were  forbidden  to  do  so,  on  account  of  disease  among  "  K  ** 
Division  horees. 

The  same  weekly  connection  was  made  with  "  B  "  Division,  on  the  east,  until 
the  burning  of  the  praii'ie  prevented  its  continuance. 

In  connection  with  the  lattei*  pati'ol,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Superintendent 
Mclllree's  report  of  last  yeai*,  wherein  he  states  that  the  distance  to  be  travelled 
by  our  men  is  too  great,  and  I  would  corrobomte  his  recommendation  that 
a  station  be  erected  ^at  some  point  on  the  "White  Mud,"  about  forty  miles  fi'om  Bast 
End  Post.  Then,  if  a  detachment  from  the  Wood  Mountain  District  were  stationed 
somewhere  about  "  Pinto  Horse  Butte  "  the  patrols  could  easily  meet  and  have  time  to 
scout  the  countiy  besides. 

The  total  distance  travelled  by  the  hoi^ses  of  this  division  on  patrol,  from  Ist 
June  to  30th  November,  was  76,466  miles. 

Previous  to  the  hay  being  put  in  at, the  different  outposts,  of  which  there  is  a 
sufficient  supply  to  carry  us  through  next  year,  I  gave  instructions  to  have  strong 
hay  conals  ouilt,  which,  on  my  last  inspection,  I  examined  and  found  to  be  built  in 
accoi*dance  with  my  instructions.  Before  the  hay  was  stacked  a  good  foundation  of 
logs  was  laid  on  the  ground,  upon  which  to  build  it,  so  as  to  guard  against  any 
dampness. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

There  being  no  Indian  reserve  in  this  district,  I  have  not  had  occasion  to  ren- 
der this  department  much  assistance,  but  have  advised  the  removal  of  a  band  who 
have  been  for  a  long  time  settled  on  Pie-a-Pot  Ci'eek,  twelve  miles  from  here.  Complaints 
liaving  been  made  against  these  Indians,  I  reported  the  matter,  and  was  instructed 
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to  find  out  to  what  bands  they  belonged.  This  was  an  utter  impossibility,  as  they  claim 
to  belong  to  this  district,  having  been  promised  a  reservation  here.  I  have  every 
reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  their  statement,  as  in  convei^sation  with  the  late  Indian 
Commissioner  he  informed  me  that  the  majority  of  these  Indians  belonged  to  Crooked 
Lake  Eesei*ve. 

These  Indians  behave  well  and  appeal*  to  be  industrious.  Their  principal  industry  is 
the  polishing  of  buft'alo]iorns  for  sale,  but  many  settlere  employ  them  to  work  on  their 
farms.  There  is,  I  believe,  a  movement  on  foot  to  send  a  petition  to  the  Indian  Com- 
missioner, requesting  that  a  reservation  be  allotted  these  Indians  at  Pie-a-Pot  Ci-eek. 
but  as  this  is  a  matter  between  the  Department  and  the  settlers  I  do  not  deem  it  wise 
to  venture  an  opinion  as  to  the  advisaoility  of  a  i^esei've  being  allotted  them  at  that 
place.  The  complaints  above  refered  to  I  found  upon  investigation  to  be  not  the 
fault  of  the  Indians,  but  that  of  the  parties  making  them,  who  were  certamly  to  blame. 
As  no  complaints  were  made  to  me  officially,  I  could  not  deal  with  them. 

A88I8TANCB  TO  RAILROADS. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  have  not  been  called  upon  in  my  official 
capacity  to  render  assistance  to  the  two  railroad  companies  in  my  district,  viz.,  the 
Canadian  Pacific  and  the  North- Western  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  both  these 
roads  being  so  well  managed  that  no  trouble,  in  which  we  might  be  called  upon  to 
act,  has  occurred.  Detachments  from  my  division  have  been  stationed  along  the  line 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  at  the  following  points :  Swift  Current,  Maple  Creek, 
Dunmore  and  Medicine  Hat. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  CUSTOMS  DBPARTMBNT. 

All  my  outposts  in  the  southern  portion  of  my  district  were  instructed  to  report 
at  once  any  arrival  from  Montana.  This  has  been  the  means  of  col  lectio  tm  being 
made  for  Customs  duties  which  otherwise  would  have  been  lost. 

DISCIPLINE,  CONDUCT,  ETC. 

Discipline  has  been,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  carried  out,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
men  has  been  good,  with,  of  course,  a  few  exceptions.  All  men  guilty  of  breaches  of 
discipline  have  been  punished,  in  my  opinion,  judiciously.  In  this  connection  I  would 
beg  respectfully  to  recommend  that  a  scale  of  punishment  be  made  out,  and  forwarded 
to  each  officer  commanding  a  division  or  district,  as  different  officei*8  are  liable  to 
award  diflferent  punishment  for  similar  crimes. 

DRILL  AND  TARGET  PRACTICE. 

All  members  of  the  division  performed  the  annual  spring  drill,  but  the  duration 
was  limited,  owing  to  a  large  number  being  placed  on  outpost  duty  as  soon  as  the 
depth  of  the  snow  in  the  hilTs  permitted  of  scouting.  Target  practice,  mounted  and 
dismounted,  was  preformed  by  all  members  of  the  division,  except  those  incapaci- 
tated by  sickness,  or  otherwise,  in  accoi*dance  with  the  instmctions  received  from 
headquarters,  and  men  on  detachment  duty  were  relieved  in  turn  for  that  duty. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  men  of  my  division  is  very  good.  The  average  at  this  date 
being : — 

Age 25  years  8  months. 

Height 6  feet  9  inckes. 

Chest  measurement 37  2^6  inches. 

Weight 153  IflO  lbs. 

If  the  average  throughout  the  force  comes  near  or  equals  that  of  this  division 
it  will  prove  that  the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  in  the  selection  of  men  by  the 
recruiting  officers. 
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RECRUITS. 


All  men  wishing  to  become  members  of  the  force,  who  have  applied  to  me,  I 
have  caused  to  make  out  their  applications  on  the  proper  form,  whicn  I  forwarded 
yon.    Two  men  have  been  sent  to  headquarters  and  accepted. 

HSALTH. 

The  health  of  the  division  has  been  good,  only  one  serious  case,  that  of  fever, 
having  been  contracted  at  Swift  CuiTcnt  by  Staff-Sergeant  McGinnis,  who  is  now 
convalescent.  Taking  into  consideration  the  crowded  state  of  the  barrack-i'ooms  in 
winter  and  the  inferior  quality  of  water  which  the  men  have  had  to  dnnk,  it  is  a 
surprise  to  me  that  I  have  to  report  no  cases  of  the  above  nature  having  been  con- 
tracted here.  Lately,  better  water  has  been  supplied,  a  new  well  having  been  dug 
on  the  bank  of  Maple  Creek,  which  will,  no  doubt,  in  the  future  tend  to  promote  the 
general  health  of  the  division. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  supplied  by  the  contractoi's  during  the  past  year  were  of  excellent 
quality.  I  must  specially  mention  the  beef  delivered  by  Jtfessi-B.  Boright  &  Pai*8ons, 
which  was  always  fat,  even  dui'ing  the  season  when  range  cattle  are  supposed  to  be  lean. 

In  a  district  such  as  this,  in  which  so  much  pi-airie  work  has  to  be  done,  I 
would  recommend  that  compressed  tea  be  supplied,  it  being  more  suitable  for  cany- 
ing  on  trips,  and,  as  a  rule,  oetter  liked  than  the  chest  tea  supplied. 

KITS,   CLOTHING,  ETC. 

These  are  of  good  quality,  and  have  proved  serviceable,  with  the  exception  of 
the  teamsters'  gauntlets,  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  stronger  than  the  buckskin 
at  present  issued.  A  few  pair  (as  samples)  of  the  "  Napa  Buck  "  wore  sent  me,  and 
after  a  fair  trial  I  found  them  more  serviceable  than  the  buckskin,  but  unless 
thickly  lined  would  be  very  cold  in  winter. 

ARMS  AND  ARTILLERY. 

There  is  no  artillery  in  this  division.  The  Winchester  carbines  in  use  in  this 
division  are,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  the  same  as  were  on  the  books  when  I  took 
command ;  and  as  will  be  seen  by  rofeiTing  to  Superintendent  McIUree's  report  of 
last  year  "required  looking  over."  I  have  been  obliged  to  send  a  number  to  head- 
quarters for  repairs,  which  were  returned  in  as  good  order  as  it  was  possible  to  make 
them,  but  as  they  were  so  badly  honeycombed,  from  long  and  hard  service,  thev  could 
not  be  made  really  effective.  The  sighting  is  also  bad,  and  I  consider  the  mechanism 
weak,  and  consequently  liable  to  get  out  of  order.  If  allowed  to  do  so.  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  for  this  force  the  Martini  carbine,  it  being  stronger  in  all  its 
parts  and  better  sighted.  The  Enfield  revolver  now  in  use  is  in  every  respect  a  first- 
class  arm,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  one  gets  out  of  order. 

DESERTIONS. 

Dunng  the  year  there  have  been  six  desertions  from  this  division.  One  man 
was  gi*antSl  leave  to  go  to  Ireland  and  did  not  return.  One  who  deserted  from 
Medicine  Hat  subsequently  gave  himself  up.  Three  from  Maple  Creek  and  one 
from  Farwell  detachment.  Five  American  desei-ters  from  Fort  Assinaboine,  Montana, 
U.  S.,  reported  here.  Two  of  these  brought  in  horses  and  equipment  complete.  I 
wired  the  officer  commanding  Fort  Assinaboine  that  they  were  here,  and  acting  on 
a  telegram  from  him  I  sent  the  hoi*ses,  &c.,  to  him,  by  M.  I).  MoitIs,  who  was 
returning  to  Sun  Kiver  vid  Assinaboine. 

.  SAYINGS   BANK   DEPOSITS. 

The  amount  deposited  in  this  bank  by  members  of  this  division  during  the  past 
year  is  $3,073.22,  which  speaks  well  for  the  men,  and  will,  I  think,  compai*e  favorably 
with  the  deposits  from  any  other  division 
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INSPECTION   OP   DIVISION.  4 

The  inspections  made  of  this  division  dunng  the  year  were  as  follows:  11th 
February  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  ;  31st  May  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
and  Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton,  who  held  quarterly  boai-d  on  stores  ;  26th 
June  by  yourself,  and  4th  November  by  yourself. 

HORSES. 

The  horses  in  this  division  are  good,  being,  with  a  few  exceptions,  of  a  stout  or 
chunky  build.  The  eastern  horses  I  do  not  consider  suitable  for  Police  work,  as 
they  require  gj'eat  care  for  the  first  year  or  two  after  coming  to  the  country.  As  a 
saddle  noi'se  for  our  sei*vice,  I  consider  the  bronchos  ranging  from  15  to  16  or  17 
hands,  the  most  suitable.  Those  higher  and  heavier  make  good  team  horses.  I  have, 
by  your  oi'dftj's,  broken  four  saddle  horses  to  harness,  and  they  have  turned  out  well. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

Some  of  the  harness  in  my  division  is  old,  but  still  serviceable.  I  would  suggest 
that  collars  more  suitable  for  heavy  work  be  sent  here,  as  those  we  have  are  altogether 
too  light  for  transporting  supplies  to  outposts,  the  country  being  rough  and  hilly. 

The  saddles  are  in  good  oi-der.  The  last  consignment  made  by  Ilutchins,  of 
Winnipeg,  are  very  good,  but  I  would  recommend  that  the  leather  behind  the  can  tie 
be  wider  and  the  skirt  deeper.  As  theyai'e  now,  a  portion  of  the  coat,  when  strapped 
behind  the  saddle,  rests  on  the  horse's  back,  which  not  only  destroys  the  coat  but  tends 
to  give  the  hoi*se  a  sore  back.  A  "  D  "  might  be  put  near  the  top  of  the  cantle,  at  the 
back,  so  that  a  coat,  cloak  or  blanket  could  be  strapped  tightly  up  to  the  saddle,  and 
off  the  horse's  back. 

Staff-Sergeant  Horner  in.spected  the  harness  and  saddleiy  of  the  division  this  fall, 
and  has  no  doubt  reported  upon  it. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  is  in  good  order,  although  most  of  it  is  old.  The  heavy  ''  A£in- 
chin  "  waggon  is  not  strong  enough  for  the  rough  country  through  which  we  have 
to  travel. 

The  axle  of  the  half-spring  "  Minchin  "  is  too  light,  and  the  draught  is  heavy 
owing  to  its  being  coupled  so  long.  ' 

The  buck-boards  are  stix)ng,  and  stand  the  work  well. 

FORAGE. 

The  forage  supplied  to  my  division  during  the  year  has  been  of  very  good  quality. 
The  oats,  which  were  supplied  by  the  settlers  of  this  district  under  contract  this  year, 
are  very  good,  being  of  a  superior  quality  and  better  than  any  I  have  seen  delivered 
at  Police  rosts  at  which  I  have  been  stationed  in  the  Territories. 

STABLES. 

The  stables  at  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine  Hat  are  not  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date the  hoi^ses  of  the  division.  I  would  recommend  that  a  stable  for  sixty  hoi*see 
be  built  at  Maple  Creek. 

GENERAL  EQUIPMENT. 

As  the  articles  which  come  under  this  heading  have  been  treated  separately  in 
this  repoi*t,  I  can  only  add  that  as  a  whole  the  general  equipment  is  good. 

BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

The  barracks  at  Maple  Creek  are  altogether  too  small  for  the  number  of  men 
thev  have  to  accommodate  during  the  winter.  I  would  recommend  that  the  present 
building,  which  is  divided  into  barrack  rooms,  mess  room  and  kitchen,   be  used 
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solel}'-  aa  barrack  rooms.  This  would  give  ub  accommodation  for  at  least  fifty  men. 
I  would  also  recommend  that  the  two  present  stables  be  converted,  one  into  a  mess 
room  and  kitchen  and  the  other  divided  so  as  to  make  workshops  for  the  saddler 
and  tailor,  and  a  recreation  room.  This  change  will  necessitate  the  building  of  new 
stables.  I  would  recommend  that  one  stable,  capable  of  holding  sixty  horses,  be 
built  about  50  yai-ds  behind  the  present  ones,  and  as  a  harness  and  saddle  room  is 
absolutely  required  here  an  extension  building  for  that  purpose  might  be  added  to 
the  rear  of  the  stable.  The  quarters  at  Medicine  Hat  aie  in  good  order,  and  are  in 
every  way  suitable  for  a  detachment  of  its  present  strength.  The  flooring  of  the 
stalls  in  the  stables  have  been  taken  up,  and  in  some  clay  and  in  others  concrete 
substituted. 

This  summer  a  log  house  was,  by  your  authority,  purchased  and  removed  to  the 
barracks  as  quarters  foi*  the  Sergeant-Major. 

This  building  is  now  used  as  a  recreation  room,  in  which  has  been  placed  a 
billiai-d  table — ^purchased  by  the  division — ^i-eading  desk  and  two  small  tables,  at 
which  games  of  caMs,  chess,  &c.,  may  be  played.  In  rear  of  this  building  is  a 
lean-to,  which  is  used  as  a  canteen  from  which  the  men  can  obtain  canned 
goods,  soft  drinks,  &c.,  &c. 

A  recreation  room  at  this  Post  has  been  a  long-felt  want,  and  will  tend  to  keep 
men  in  barracks  instead  of  their  being  obliged  to  go  to  town  for  amusement. 

FUEL. 

Wood  is  used  only  for  the  bakery.  Coal  from  the  North-Westera  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company's  mines  at  Lethbridge  is  used  both  for  cooking  and  heating  purposes. 

TELEPHONES. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  that  telephone  lines  be  constioicted  both  at  Maple 
Ci-eek  and  Medicine  Hat,  They  would  cause  a  saving  of  both  men  and  horses,  and 
there  are  days  in  winter  when  it  is  almost  impossible  to  go  to  town  from  the  barracks 
here.  I  think  the  two  lines  could  be  built  for  ajbout  $250.  The  above  were  recom- 
mended by  Superintendent  Mclllree  last  year. 

TELEGRAPH  LINES. 

The  Eocky  Mountain  line,  which  runs  to  Montana  and  connects  with  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Eailway  at  Walsh,  passes  our  detachment  at  Battle  Creek,  at  which  place 
their  is  an  office,  the  operator  being  Constable  Kennedy.  This  line  has  often  been 
of  sei-vice  to  us. 

FIRE  PROTECTION. 

The  only  fire  protection  we  have,  either  at  this  Post  or  Medicine  Hat,  consists  of 
water  buckets  and  Babcock,  with  a  few  hand-grenades.  • 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  very  bad  at  this  Post;  the  only  well  in  baiTack  contains 
alkaline  water,  which,  though  not  too  strong  for  horses,  cannot  be  used  by  the  men. 
A  very  good  well  was  dug  at  Medicine  Hat  this  summer.  One  was  dug  here  also, 
but  in  order  to  get  water  fit  to  use  we  had  to  dig  it  near  the  creek,  at  a  distance  of 
about  500  yards  from  the  barracks. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  I'oads  in  this  district  are  very  good,  but  of  coiu'se  in  the  southern  portion 
(in  the  Cypress  BUlls)  they  are  rough. 

A  bridge  was  built  over  Maple  Creek  last  summer  by  the  Grovemment.  It  is  a 
veiy  good  bridge,  but  is  not  in  the  most  convenient  place  for  either  the  town, 
barracKB  or  settlers.  We  hare  a  bridge  of  our  own  between  barracks  and  town  on 
A  very  much  better  site  than  the  Government  one. 
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FERRIES. 


The  only  fjpny  in  this  district  is  at  Medicine  Hal,  and  belongs  to  the  Police,  and 
is  run  by  one  of  our  men.  A  Grovernment  ferry  is  in  operation  at  the  Sackatchewan 
Landing,  at  which  point  a  detachment  of  our  men  is  stationed. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

The  liquor  laws  are  not,  as  a  general  rule,  popular  thixjughout  the  country, 
although  there  ai^e  some  who  favoi-  them.  There  have  been  very  few  breaches  of 
those  laws  in  my  district  this  year  compared  to  former  yeara.  This  inay  be  attributed 
to  the  licensing  of  mild  beer. 

SETTLERS. 

All  the  settlere  in  and  around  Maple  Creek  have  done  well  this  year,  they  having 
had  finer  and  more  abundant  crops  than  ever  before.  The  grain  and  roots  were  as 
fine  as  I  ever  saw  in  any  country. 

RANCHING  PROSPECTS 

Are  excellent,  horses  and  cattle  doing  equally  well.  With  the  exception  of  the  catUe 
disease  mentioned  in  the  firet  part  of  this  report,  there  have  been  no  losses  worth 
mentioning. 

GAME. 

Both  large  and  small  game  is  very  plentiful  in  this  district.  Quite  a  number  of 
deer,  antelope,  and  a  few  bears,  have  been  shot  this  fall.  Of  the  small  game,  rabbits 
and  prairie  chickens  are  the  most  abundant.  The  Indians  having  left  the  Cypresa 
Hills  accounts  for  the  increase  of  game. 

INDIANS. 

There  are  only  a  few  sti'aggling  Indians  in  this  district.  They  receive  nothibg 
£i*om  the  Government,  and  are  very  well-behaved  and  industrious.  They  are  anxious 
to  be  given  a  reserve  about  twelve  miles  from  here  on  Pie-a-Pot  Creek. 

HALF-BREEDS.  ^ 

There  are  verj^  few  half-breeds  settled  in  this  part  of  the  district,  but  quite  a 
number  live  at  Swift  Current,  and  there  is  a  settlement  at  Saskatchewan  Landing, 
which  is  considerably  augmented  during  the  winter  months.  During  this  year 
several  families  were  supplied  with  ititions.  Their  principal  occupation  is  freighting 
from  Swift  Current  to  Battlefoj*d,  and  some  freight  as  far  north  as  Edmonton.  They 
also  catch  and  sell  whitefish. 

As  some  cases  of  glandere  among  horses  owned  by  half-breeds  were  reported,  and 
some  of  them  desti'oyed,  I  would  beg  to  recommend  that  a  periodical  inspection  by 
a  qualified  veterinaiy  surgeon  be  made  of  these  horses,  as  the  half-breeds,  being 
constantly  on  the  move  and  continually  trading  their  horees,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  keep  track  of  them. 

PRAIRIE   FIRES. 

Several  have  occuiTed  during  the  summer,  the  majority  of  them  having  been 
started  by  sparks  from  the  Canadan  Pacific  Eailway  engines.  This  company  has 
taken  every  precaution  against  setting  out  fires,  even  having  got  improved  smoke- 
stacks, but  even  from  them  I  believe  fires  have  been  started.  I  only  succeeded  in 
getting  one 'case,  which  was  against  a  foi-eman  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  He, 
with  three  men,  were  burning  along  the  side  of  the  ti*ack,  when  the  fire  got  away 
from  their  control.  As  the  ordinance  had  not  been  complied  with  I  fined  the 
party  $50  and  cost. 

GENERAL   WORK 

Has  been  good,  particularly  at  the  outposts,  at  which,  owing  to  being  short  of 
men,  I  was  not  able  to  supply  as  many  men  as  last  year.    The  country  has  been 
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thoroughly  patrolled.  Our  connection  with  the  divisions  to  the  east  and  west  has 
been  regularly  made.  To  this  system  of  patrols  is  due  the  total  absence  of  horse- 
stealing and  the  pi*evention  of  infi*actions  of  the  Customs  laws. 

I  sent  to  the  Hills  (about  thii*ty  miles  fi*om  here)  and  brought  in  good  diy  posts  for  < 
a  fence  around  this  Post,  which  are  already  in  the  ground  and  ready  for  the  wire 
and  top  rails.  This  fence  has  long  been  required,  particularly  in  winter,  as  it  has 
been  found  in  the  past  almost  impossible  to  keep  the  cattle  out  of  the  hay  corral, 
the  snow  being  banked  so  high  that  they  had  no  difficulty  in  walking  over  the  fence 
and  into  the  coiral.  This  was  not  the  case  last  winter,  as  there  was  not  so  much 
snow  as  the  year  before. 

Shortly  after  my  aiTival  at  this  post  I  laid  out  the  barrack  square  into  paths, 
which  were  bordered  with  large  stones  of  as  uniibnn  a  size  as  could  be  got.  This  has 
added  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  square.  I  also  planted  some  trees,  but  this 
having  been  done  so  late  in  the  season  they  all  died.  It  is  my  intention,  if  I  am  here 
next  spiing  to  transplant  more  before  the  irost  is  out  of  ground. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  following  returns:  Mileage  travelled  by 
horsed  of  division  (not  printed) ;  return  of  convictions ;  also  reports  from  Hospital 
Steward,  Staff-Sergeant  Tullock. 

In  closing  my  report  I  must  acknowledge  the  cheerful  and  able  assistance  I  have 
received  from  all  members  of  my  division. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  ANTKOBUS, 

Superintendent  Commanding  "^"  Division, 
The  Commissioner, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Begina. 
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APPENDIX  L. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  INSPECTOE  J.  HOWE. 

N.  W.  M.  Police,  "C"  Division, 

Battlepord,  30th  November,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report  for  the  cun*ent 
year. 

I  took  ovei*  the  comand  of  this  district  from  Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton 
on  the  5th  March  last.  Throughout  the  winter,  up  to  that  time,  everything  had 
been  quiet  in  this  district,  the  usual  routine  of  duty  pi-oceeding  regularly  day  by 
day.  Within  a  few  days  after  my  arrival  at  Battleford  reports  of  an  uneasy  feeling, 
said  to  exist  among  the  Indians  throughout  the  district,  excited  the  settlew, 
but  the  utmost  exertions  on  my  pai-t  did  not  bring  to  light  any  information 
of  a  moi'e  serious  nature  than  that  the  Indians  on  the  various  reserves  had 
been  holding  dances  and  secretly  visiting  one  another,  for  what  pui-pose  did  not 
*  appear.  In  company  with  Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen  and  Mr.  Indian  Agent  Williams 
I  visited  the  reseives  in  this  agency  and  eveiywhere  found»the  Indians  civil,  and  making 
pi'epai'ations  for  their  spnng  work.  The  information  I  received  was  to  the  eflTect  that 
certain  of  the  more  turbulent  spirits  among  the  half-breeds  in  the  neighborhood  were 
inciting  the  Indians  to  rebel,  promising  assistance  from  the  south.  I  had  a  number  of 
these  men  placed  under  surveillance,  but  could  not  discover  any  foundation  for  even 
suspicion  tnat  they  were  committing  any  overt  act.  At  that  time  the  majoritv  of 
the  half-breed  population  around  Battleford  were  in  a  condition  almost  approaching 
starvation,  veiy  few  of  them  being  farmers,  and  the  remainder  mainly  trusting  to 
freighting  and  manual  labor  for  subsistence.  The  fact  that  these  avenues  for  employ- 
ment are  overcrowded  brought  about  a  great  deal  of  destitulion  among  this  not 
over  thrifty  class.  These  people  having  little  to  do,  and  gathering  together  to  talk, 
doubtless  a  great  many  things  were  said  and  threats  made  that  could  not  be  sub- 
stantiated.    At  any  rate,  nothing  approaching  a  breach  of  the  peace  was  attempted. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  a  number  (amounting  to  nearly  thirty)  of  half-breeds 
waited  on  me,  stating  that  they  were  stai'ving  and  could  not  obtain  work.  Acting 
on  your  instructions  I  issued  rations  of  flour,  tea  and  bacon  to  these  people,  putting 
them  to  woi'k  around  the  baiTacks.  By  these  means  a  number  of  families  were 
provided  with  the  necessaries  for  sustaining  existence,  which  at  that  time  they  had 
no  other  way  of  obtaining,  and  I  had  the  men  continually  under  my  observation. 
As  the  spiing  advanced  and  woi'k  became  more  abundant  these  people  gradually 
dropped  oif  the  ration  list  and  secuied  employment  in  various  ways. 

The  half-breeds  of  this  district  may  bo  generally  referred  to  under  foui*  distinct 
classes.  Some  are  farmers,  of  considerable  ener^  and  ability.  These  are  nearly  all 
located  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  west  of  Battleford,  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Bresaylor  Settlement.  This  was  a  pi'osperous  place  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  1885,  but  is 
only  just  beginning  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  that  troubled  period.  A  number  of 
these  people,  on  the  report  of  the  Claims'  Commission,  have  not  yet  been  reimbursed 
their  loss  by  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians,  and  have  been  seriously 
handicapped  in  consequence.  Of  the  half-breeds  who  do  not  farm,  a  number  own  ponies 
and  cart«,  and  make  a  living  by  freighting  supplies  from  Swift  Cun*ent,  the  neai-eet 
point  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway.  Othei-s,  again,  find  work  in  the  vicinity, 
such  as  cutting  and  hauling  wood  to  town,  making  hay,  rough  carpenter  work  and 
any  other  similar  labor  that  may  be  obtained.     But  there  is  a  class — such  as  may 
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be  found  in  all  communities,  and  which  may  be  termed  the  vagrant  class — that  do 
no  work  beyond  what  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  live.  They  hunt  and  fish 
a  little,  but  as  for  steady  employment  would  not  accept  such  wei'e  it  offered.  They 
live  entirely  from  hand  to  mouth,  making  no  provision  for  the  future,  and  when 
times  ai*e  hard  or  game  scarce  they  aie  unprepared  for  it,  and  immediately  drop  to 
the  verge  of  starvation.  It  is  this  class  principally  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  feed 
during  the  past  winter.  In  ail  probability,  should  the  coming  winter  pi*ove  to  be 
severe,  it  will  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  treatment  followed  last  winter ;  but  if  so,  I 
would  strongly  recommend  that  a  full  equivalent  should  be  demanded  for  whatever 
assistance  may  be  given  by  the  Government. 

After  spring  opened  everything  remained  quiet  throughout  the  district  until  the 
17th  August,  when  I  received  information  that  a  numbei-  of  Indian  runners  fi-om 
Montana  had  been  seen  on  Poundmaker's  and  Little  Pine's  resei-ves.  It  was  stated 
that  these  men  comprised  Crow,  Gros  Ventres,  Blackfoot  and  rebel  Cree  Indians. 

I  immediately  pi*oceeded  to  the  reserve  with  a  pary  consisting  of  AssistantrSur- 
geon  Aylen  and  twenty-six  non-commissiond  officers,  men  and  guides,  but  after  three 
days'  search  found  the  runners  had  gone.  The  trail  of  one  party,  consisting  of  three 
men  was  followed  for  a  considerable  distance,  but  the  nature  of  the  country  rendered 
it  impossible  to  pursue  them  on  horseback,  and  I  was  compelled  to  give  up  the  pur- 
suit.    Nothing  further  has  since  been  heard  of  them. 

Since  the  harvest  the  Indians  in  this  agency  appear  more  contented  and  settled 
than  they  ever,  were  to  my  knowledge.  The  excellent  crops  gathered  on  all  the 
reserves  seems  to  have  spurred  them  on  to  further  exertions  towards  becoming  self- 
supporting.  On  nearly  all  the  reserves  large  tracks  of  ground  are  already  prepared 
for  next  spiing's  seeding.  The  crops  of  grain  and  vegetables  on  the  reserves  are 
more  than  .sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Indian  Department  in  this  dis- 
trict and  leave  a  surplus. 

The  settlers  through  the  district  have  been  exceptionally  favored  with  an  unpre- 
cedented harvest,  the  return  of  crops  of  all  kinds  being  abundant.  ^NTo  fi'ost  affected 
the  grain,  which  is  all  of  the  finest  quality. 

There  has  been  no  marked  influx  of  settlers  into  this  distnot  during  the  year, 
but  the  prospects  of  railway  communication  will  doubtless  bring  this  portion  of  the 
Tenitories  into  notice,  and  considerable  immigration  may  be  looked  for. 

This  district  has  never  been  occupied  by  any  large  ranching  company,  such  as 
forms  a  peculiar  feature  of  the  south-western  district ;  but  the  number  of  settlers 
with  bands  of  cattle,  and  the  condition  of  their  stock,  proves  that  there  is  a  great 
future  before  the  Saskatchewan  District. 

I  attach  herewith  a  return  of  all  cases  tned  by  me.  From  the  return  you  will 
aee  that  crime  is  a  thing  almost  unknown  here.  Only  two  cases  throughout  the 
yeai*  were  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant  a  committal  for  trial  before  the  judge  of  the 
Suprome  Court.  One  of  these  was  thrown  out  by  the  judge  and  the  other  resulted 
in  a  verdict  of  "  not  guilty."  There  were  but  two  informations  laid  before  me  for 
infractions  of  the  prohibition  laws  of  the  Territories,  the  charges  being  for  supplying 
beer  of  local  manufacture  to  Indians.  No  complaint  of  illicit  importation  of  liquor 
was  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 

I  have  had  the  surrounding  countiy  carefully  and  regularly  patrolled  by  small 
parties.     The  routes  of  these  patrols  are  shown  on  the  map  already  forwarded  to  you. 

There  are  three  outposts  furnished  from  this  division — one  at  Onion  Lake, 
consisting  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  and  seven  constables;  one  at  Bresaylor, 
consisting  of  three  constables,  and  the  other  at  the  Sixty-mile  Bush,  consisting  of  two 
constables.  These  outposts  are  permanently  kept  up  and  do  all  the  patrol  duties  in 
their  immediate  neighborhoods.  Small  pai*ties  are  continually  kept  patrolling  the 
<listrict  within  thirty  miles  of  Battleford. 

Eveiy  possible  opportunity  of  rendering  assistance  to  the  Indian  Department 
has  been  taken  advantage  of.  I  furnished  an  escort  under  Inspector  Chalmei-s  for 
the  pui*pose  of  bringing  in  the  money  fi'om  Swift  Cunent  required  for  the  payment 
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of  the  treaty  in  this  and  the  Onion  Lake  agencies.  Indians  coming  to  town  from 
the  various  reserves,  and  staying  around  when  they  should  return,  are  always  sent 
back  and  escorted  by  our  men. 

This  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  prairie  fires  during  the  past  summer 
and  fall.  No  infonnation  of  an  infringement  of  the  oi-dinance  relating  to  prairie 
tires  was  laid  before  me.  No  fires  were  noticed  in  the  neighborhood.  I  heard  of 
one  having  been  seen  on  the  pmiie  some  forty  miles  the  south-west,  but  no  damage 
was  reported  to  have  been  done. 

A  contract  has  been  signed  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent .  bridge  over  the 
Battle  Kiver,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  timber  required  has  been  got  out.  This 
will  obviate  considerable  annoyance  in  the  spring  time  when  that  river  is  opening. 
There  are  generally  a  few  days  when  cx)mmunication  is  entirely  cut  off  fi-om  the 
south  side  of  the  river  until  it  clears  sufficiently  to  enable  a  ferry  to  run. 

Discipline  has  been  efficiently  maintained  in  this  division  without  severity,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  compamtively  few  enti-ies  in  the  defaulters*  book.  I  have  every 
reason  to  be  well  satisned  with  the  conduct  of  the  men  under  my  command.  The 
weak  strength  of  the  division,  when  compared  with  the  area  occupied  by  the  barracks, 
rendei*8  the  work  necessary  to  keep  the  post  clean  and  in  ffood  order  to  be  unusually 
great.  Wood  is  the  sole  fuel  used  nere,  about  1,200  cords  being  required  annually  to 
supply  the  different  quarters  and  kitchens.  This  wood  is  cut  into  suitable  stove 
lengths  by  means  of  a  hoi'se-power  and  circular-saw,  operated  by  our  own  horses  and 
men. 

Every  available  opportunity  was  taken  advantage  of  during  the  year  to  drill  the 
men  in  the  use  of  small  arms  and  9-pr.  field  artillery.  Parades  for  drill  in  field 
movements  have  been  held  during  the  summer  every  weSk,  and  great  steadiness  and 
proficiency  in  marching,  &c.,  has  been  attained  by  all  ranks.  Each  man  in  the 
division  was  carefully  put  through  a  course  of  musketry  instruction  by  Sergeant 
Mahoney,  prior  to  the  annual  target  practice,  with  good  results,  as  shown  by  the 
record  of  taj-get  practice  already  foi'warded.  Great  interest  was  taken  in  this 
training  and  exercise  both  by  the  instructor  and  men.  After  the  completion  of  the 
regulation  course  of  instruction  a  Winljhester  Rifle  Club  was  organized  in  the 
division,  numbering  about  forty  members,  and  a  two  days  meeting  held  on  the  28th 
and  29th  September  to  compete  for  a  large  number  of  piizes.  The  competitions  were 
keen,  "  ties    having  to  be  shot  off  for  nearly  every  prize. 

The  general  health  of  the  division  has  been  excellent.  I  regret  to  have  to  report 
that  one  man  (Constable  U.  A.  Yachon)  died  here  of  Bright's  disease  in  the  month 
of  September,  but  with  this  exception  nothing  of  a  serious  nature  came  under  the 
notice  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Aylen. 

During  the  fall  an  epidemic  of  fever,  stated  by  the  Veterinary  Sni-geon  to  be 
typhoid,  broke  out  among  the  horses.  Every  care  and  attention  was  paid  to  them, 
notwithstanding  which  nine  horses  died,  v  eterinary  Surgeon  Burnett  came  from 
Regina  and  concurred  fully  in  Staff-Sergeant  Poett*s  diagnosis  and  treatment.  My 
horses  are  now  fully  recovered  from  the  sickness  referred  to,  and  are  all  healthy 
and  in  good  condition.  A  few  of  the  horses  of  this  division  are,  from  age  and  other 
causes,  unfit  for  Police  service,  and  an  early  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  have 
them  cast  and  sold.  I  will,  however,  be  able  to  utilize  these  hoi-ses  until  next 
spring,  when  I  may  be  supplied  with  re-mounts. 

The  provisions  supplied  by  the  contractor  during  the  year  have  all  been  of 
excellent  quality  and  have  given  eveiy  satisfacton. 

The  clothing  and  other  articles  of  kit  issued  are  ftiUy  up  to  the  standard,  and 
the  system  of  cash  compensation  for  kit  not  drawn  is  beneficial  in  every  way. 

The  ti'ansport  supplied  this  Post  is  in  excellent  order.  The  patrol  waggons  and 
buck-boards  sent  up  from  Regina  a  few  months  ago  are  serviceable,  and  just  the 
articles  we  require. 

Considerable  advantage  is  taken  in  this  division  of  the  opportunity  of  banking 
affoi-ded  by  the  Department ;    $5,136  was  deposited  in  the  past  twelve  months  by 
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twenty-five  depositors.  This  amount  does  not  include  any  payments  made  through 
the  department  other  than  bona  fide  accumulations  of  savings. 

I  have  before  referred  to  the  weakness  of  this  division,  considering  the  number 
of  pati'ols  and  outposts  which  have  to  be  furnished.  Frequently  there  ai'e  hai*dly 
sufficient  men  in  the  Post  to  perform  the  necessary  duties  from  day  to  day. 

The  total  distance  travelled  by  the  horses  of  this  Division  from  Ist  June  to  30th 
November  was  26,317  miles. 

The  division  has  been  inspected  twice  during  the  year — ^fii-st  in  July  by  the 
Inspecting  Supenntendent,  and  also  during  the  present  month  by  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioner. On  both  occasions  I  was  pleased  to  receive  the  commendatory  remarJiS 
of  the  inspecting  officers,  who  will  have  furnished  you  with  detailed  reports  of  their 
inspections. 

My  saddlery,  harness  and  other  equipment  is  complete  in  every  way,  and  in  good 
order  and  condition.  I  have  a  most  efficient  saddler  in  the  division,  who  takes 
interest  in  his  work,  and  the  hai*ness  and  saddlery  aie  kept  in  thorough  repair,  and 
always  fit  for  sei*vice. 

The  barrack  buildings  at  this  Post  have  all  been  put  in  thorough  repair  during 
the  past  summer,  and  they  are  now  as  comfoi-table  as  any  I  have  ever  seen  in  the 
country.  The  buildings,  as  you  are  aware,  are  frame,  lined  on  the  inside  with  rough 
boards  and  brown  building  paper.  This  is  a  material  which  will  not  stand  much 
wear  and  teai*,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the  inside  of  the  buildings  be  plastered 
during  the  coming  summer.  This  would  render  the  ban*ack  rooms  permanently 
suitable  for  our  reqirements.  You  are  awaie  of  the  condition  of  the  buildings  which 
formed  the  old  Post,  and  that  they  are  worse  than  useless  as  baiTack  ix)oms,  or  even 
workshops.  The  completiom  of  the  new  post,  so  far  as  to  render  the  use  of  the  old 
buildings  unnecessary  for  any  purpose  whatever,  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  us. 

On  the  score  of  economy,  as  well  as  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  men^  I 
would  recommend  that  the  purchase  of  iron  cots,  similar  to  those  used  in  Her 
Majesty's  Army,  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  cots  can,  I  believe,  be  purchased  at 
a  cost  of  about  $5,  and  are  practically  indestructible,  while  the  ordinary  board  and 
trestle  arrangement,  owing  to  the  price  of  lumber  in  this  country,  costs  nearly  the 
price  of  the  iron  cot  in  the  first  instance.  The  amount  saved  in  repaire  would  alone 
pay  for  the  cots  in  a  year  or  two,  while  the  comfort  of  the  men  and  appearance  of 
the  ban*ack  rooms  would  be  materially  increased. 

There  are  four  stables  in  occupation  here,  three  of  which  are  log  buildings  and 
one  fi*ame,  similar  to  the  ban*ack  buildings.  This  latter  is  an  excellent  building,  and 
designed  to  secure  thorough  ventilation  in  summer  and  warmth  in  winter.  Only  one 
of  the  log  buildings  is  in  any  way  suitable  for  stables ;  but,  owing  to  the  imperfect 
drainage,  none  of  the  log  stables  are,  in  my  opinion,  healthy.  Being  built  of  logs, 
they  are  low,  and  cannot  be  easily  ventilated,  nor  ai'e  they  warm  in  winter. 

A  wash-room  is  much  required  here.  At  present  a  portion  of  each  baiTack  I'oom 
is  paHioned  off  foK  use  as  a  lavatoiy,  but  this  is  inconvenient,  and  produces  a  degree 
of  dampness  in  the  room  that  is  not  agreeable. 

A  waggon  shed  is  a  necessaiy  addition  to  the  buildings  at  this  Post.  There  is  a 
log  building,  not  othei-wise  used,  which  would  fulfil  all  requirements  with  little 
alterations. 

Foi'  the  safe-keeping  of  ammunition,  powder,  &c.,  a  new  magazine  is  required.  The 
one  at  present  in  use  was  built  in  the  winter  of  1884  to  meet  an  emergency,  and  is 
now  in  want  of  considerable  repair.  During  the  wet  weather  of  last  spring  and 
early  summer  it  was  found  necessaiy  to  remove  all  the  small-arm  ammunition  to 
the  Quartermaster's  store,  an  undoubtedly  dangerous  pix>ceeding.  The  artilleiy 
ammunition,  being  packed  in  metallic  cases  and  waxed,  kept  in  good  order,  but  this 
only  comprised  a  small  portion  of  our  stoi^es. 

The  well  at  this  Post  furnishes  all  the  water  required  for  the  horses,  but  the 
supply  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  whole  Post.  In  the  well- 
house  a  tank  holding  thii'ty  bari-els  is  always  kept  full  of  water,  and  thirty  more  are 
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placed  in  different  positions  about  the  Post.  This  furnishes  a  supply  of  water  which 
can  be  utilized  at  a  moment's  notice  in  case  of  fire.  By  means  of  the  fire  engine 
supplied  from  Ottawa  I  estimate  that  the  danger  of  fire  is  now  reduced  to  a  minimum 

For  the  fii*8t  time  for  some  years  past  all  the  oate  and  hay,  and  nearly  all  the 
other  forage  requii-ed  for  our  use,  has  been  obtained  in  the  distinct.  The  oats  being 
supplied  ai*e  of  excellent  quality,  and  the  hay  required  for  winter  has  all  been  stacked 
in  good  order  and  condition. 

I  forward  herewith  the  annual  medical  report  of  this  Post,  furnished  by  Assistant- 
Surgeon  Aylen. 

I  hav^e  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  sei-vant, 

JOSEPH  nowE, 

Inspector  Commanding. 
The  Commissioner, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Eogina. 
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Appendix  M — ^North-West  Mounted  Police — Distribution  of  the  Force  during  the 

Summer  of  1888 — Continued, 
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Appendix  M — ^North-West  Mounted  Police— Distribution  of  the  Force  during  the 

Summer  of  1888 — Cancltuied. 
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APPENDIX  N. 


North-West  MotiNTED  PoLiOE — General  Distribution  State  of  the  Force  on  30tli 

November,  1888. 
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Appendix  N — ^North-West  Mounted  Police — General  Distribution  State  of  the  Force 
on  30th  November,  1888. — Continued, 
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Appendix  N — ^North-West  Mounted  Police — Greneral  Distribution  State  of  the  Force? 
on  30th  November,  lSS8-^oncludecL 
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APPENDIX  0. 


ANNUAL  REPOET   OF  SENIOR  SURGEON  A.   JUKES,   1888. 

Regina,  26th  December,  1888. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  place  in  your  hands  my  seventh  annual  report  as 
Senior  Surgeon  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  for  the  year  terminating  30th 
November,  1888. 

Since  mv  last  report  was  forwarded  I  have  been  deprived,  with  much  regret,  of 
the  invaluable  8ei*vices  of  my  late  Staff-Sergeant  Richards,  who  for  three  years  has 
performed  in  the  most  competent  and  satisfactory  manner  the  various  duties  con- 
nected with  the  charge  and  distribution  of  the  medical  stores  embraced  in  the  drug 
supply  department.  This  excellent  non-commissioned  officer  combined  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  his  business  in  all  its  departments  with  great  steadiness  and  trust- 
worthiness, added  to  a  patient,  painstaKing  and  obliging  disposition,  and  I  much 
regret  that  any  cii'cumstance  should  have  induced  him  to  transfer  his  usefulness  and 
allegiance  to  other  employers  at  the  expiration  of  his  short  term  of  three  years 
service,  on  the  9th  of  last  April. 

Much  anxiety  and  inconvenience,  with  more  or  less  confusion,  resulted  fi'om  beinff 
compelled  for  a  time  to  leave  these  duties  in  the  hands  of  Acting  Hospital  Steward 
Sergeant  Hoemer,  a  kindly,  capable  and  conscientious  man,  who  iiad  long  been  pre- 
paring, under  my  own  supervision,  to  assume  the  responsible  duties  of  Hospital 
Steward  which  he  was  then  actually  performing,  but  who  was  hardly  competent  to 
undertake  the  special  service  so  ably  performed  by  Staff-Sergeant  Richards.  The 
necessity  having  however  arisen,  no  other  man  being  pi^ovided,  he  willingly  attempted 
and  succeeded  in  accomplishing  much  of  this  work  in  addition  to  his  own,  especially 
from  24th  April  to  1st  «iuly,  during  which  period  I  was  absent  in  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
medically  examining  new  recruits,  and  he  continued  doing  the  double  duty  required 
of  him  to  the  best  of  his  ability  after  my  return,  until  the  arrival  of  Staff-Sergeant 
Graydon  from  Calgary  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1888.  I  regret  exceedingly 
the  loss  of  this  ti'ustworthy  man.  He  left  Regina,  1st  September  1888,  on 
a  leave  of  one  month,  to  attend  to  important  business  of  a  private  nature,  promis- 
ing me  that  he  would  return  and  complete  his  term  of  service ;  I  have  since  under- 
stood that  he  purchased  his  discbarge  at  the  expiration  of  his  leave.  Some  very 
r)werful  motive  or  feeling  must  have  influenced  him  to  fo;'ego  his  promise  to  me. 
can  never  forget  the  inestimable  and  unwearied  services  pei*fonned  by  this  man  in 
the  capacity  of  hospital  nurse  during  the  severe  and  continued  outbreak  of  endemic 
fever  which  filled  to  overflowing  the  hospital  at  this  Post  during  the  autumn  of 
1886.  Nor  ought  they  to  be  forgotten.  I  must  ever  believe  that  the  absence  of  any 
casualty  during  that  trying  period  was  largely  due  to  his  unwearied  and  intelligent 
labors  as  hospital  nurse  and  orderly  during  that  trying  period. 

I  have  much  reason  to  believe  that*  Staff-Sergeant  Graydon  will  prove  a 
competent  and  trustworthy  successor  to  Staff-Sergeant  Richards  in  the  medical 
Slippy  store,  and  during  the  last  four  months  have  twice  recommended  him  for  the 
fan  pay  hitherto  enjoyed  by  his  predecessor  while  performing  the  same  duties.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  College  of  Ontai'io,  has  spent  many  yeai*s  in  the 
drug  business,  and  has  been  performing  hospital  duties  in  this  force  ^nce  September, 
1886. 

Judging  from  the  annual  sick  reports  presented  to  me  for  examination,  and  fVom 
the  general  knowledge  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  such  of  the  outposts  as  I  was 
enabled  to  visit  during  the  latter  paii;  of  October,  1888,  it  would  appear  that  all  forms 
of  endemic  fever  throughout  these  Territories  have  been  less  prevalent  and  of  a  much 
milder  type  than  ordinary  during  the  autumn  of  1888.  This  has  been  due  mainly  to 
favorable   climatic  influences,  which  have  been  freely  adverted  to  in  my  annual 
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report  for  the  year  1886  (the  press  of  which,  I  regret  to  observe,  was  never  adequately 
corrected,  and  is  full  of  inaccuracies,  which  do  not  exist  in  the  original),  and  confirms 
the  opinion  therein  expressed,  which  future  yeai's  and  more  extended  information 
and  observation  will  surely  tend  to  strengthen  and  veiify. 

Probably,  to  no  station  in  the  North- West  Ten-itories  are  these  remarks  more 
directly  applicable  than  to  Eegina,  where  an  unusually  large  rainfall  has  occurred 
throughout  the  past  summer  accompanied  uniformly  by  very  modei'ate  degrees  of 
temperature — conditions  which,  as  regards  this  Post,  will,  during  a  careful  observ- 
ance of  wise  sanitation  and  the  maintenance  of  a  high  level  in  the  water  of  the  creek 
above  the  dam,  be  uniformly  productive  of  the  same  satisfactory  results. 

I  have  forwaixied  an  annual  sick  report  of  the  Assistant-Surgeon,  as  it  was 
presented  to  me.  Some  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  respecting  the  nomenclature 
employed,  as  indicating  perhaps  somewhat  more  serious  conditions  than  the  actual 
cii'cumstances  warrant.  It  must  be  remembered  that  three  of  the  cases  referred  to 
as  "typho-malarial  fever,"  onfe  of  which  subsequently  proved  fatal,  were  ti-ansferred 
to  the  headquarters  hospital  during  November,  1887,  from  the  outpost  at  Wood 
Mountain,  at  which  point  there  is  stropg  reason  to  believe  the  water  used  by  the 
detachment  had  been  drawn  from  a  polluted  source.  The  aggregate  duration  of  the 
severe  cases  of  this  disease  recorded  oy  the  Assistant-Surgeon  on  the  hospital  daily 
record  is  given  by  him  in  the  annual  sick  report  appended  as  115.  The  late  Constable 
Roth,  who  came  in  from  Wood  Mountain  with  true  typho-malarial  fever  in  November, 
1887,  died  on  the  thirtieth  day  after  his  admission  to  the  headquarter  hospital,  which 
number  of  days  deducted  from  total  of  115  days  recorded  for  the  whole  leaves 
a  total  of  85  days  for  the  remaining  six  cases  recorded,  giving  an  average  duration 
of  14^  days  for  each  case,  but  when  the  Assistant-Surgeon  assures  me,  in  a  note 
now  before  me,  that  these  figures  cover  the  entii*e  period  embraced  between  the 
time  when  these  men  first  appeared  at  sick  parade  until  they  were  "returned  to 
duty,"  that  is,  embraces  and  covers  in  each  case  the  entire  period  of  convalescence, 
which,  after  true  typho-malarial  fever  is  unusually  protracted,  onlv  one  conclusion 
remains  possible,  namely,  that  the  cases  referred  to  were  those  of  simple  malarial 
fever.  This  certainly  was  my  own  opinion  on  the  occasions  when  I  visited  them, 
and  to  those  familiar  with  the  two  diseases,  the  above  records  must  be  conclusive  in 
support  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  me. 

The  two  remaining  fatalities  recoixied  at  the  headquartei^s  hospital  for  the  year 
now  closed  were  both  of  an  unavoidable  and  necessarily  fatal  character.  One  of 
thes«.  Constable  Dowse,  sent  down  from  Calgary,  died  in  hospital  at  Segina  about  a 
month  after  his  admission,  as  the  report  of  the  Senior  Surgeon  of  23rd  December,  1887, 
recoixls  of  a  malignant  gi'owth  behind  the  right  scapula  (i-evealed  by  a  post-mortem 
examination),  commonly  know  as  "  soft  cancer,"  the  "  Medullary  Sarcoma  "  of  Aber- 
nethy.  This  disease  was  from  its  long  obscure  nature,  its  hidden  location  and  deadly 
chai-acter,  necessarily  fatal.  Much  of  this  was  only  ultimately  rendered  clear  by  the 
post-mortem  examination. 

The  third  death,  that  of  Constable  Peyton,  who  had  comparatively  recently 
arrived  in  the  Territories,  occuri^ed  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  at  the  hospital  where  he 
had  been  under  treatment  by  the  Assistant-Surgeon  a  few  days,  from  the  sudden  rup- 
tui'e  of  an  internal  abscess,  the  result  of  old  in flamation,  ulceration,  and  ultimately 
perforation  of  the  appendix  veimiformis,  upon  which  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to 
you  full;)?  on  the  26tn  of  September,  1888.  This  man  was  never  seen  by  meduiing  his 
few  days  illness,  until  I  was  suddenly  summoned  by  the  Assistant^urgeon  a  few 
moments  before  his  death,  when  he  was  quite  unconscious.  Under  these  unusual 
circumstances  a  post-mortem  examination  was  recommended  by  me  with  the  above 
results.  1  have  since  hcaixi  from  his  father,  that  constable  Payton,  shortly  before 
enlisting,  in  the  eastern  Provinces,  had  suffered  from  a  dangerous  attack  of  pentonitis, 
from  which  he  with  difficulty  reco veiled,  and  believing  himself  to  be  at  length  sound 
and  fit  for  service  offered  himself  and  was  accepted  as  a  recruit  for  this  force  and  was 
sent  up  to  Eegina.  I  had  the  honor  to  foi'wai'd  a  full  report  of  this  case  to  you,  with 
the  result  of  the  post-mortem  examination  on  the  26th  September  last. 
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The  only  other  casualty  occun-ing  in  this  Foi*ce  dmnng  the  year  just  expired,  so 
far  as  my  present  information  extends,  was  that  of  Eegl.  No.  962,  Sergeant 
Alfred  Taylor,  of  "  E  "  Division,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  Calgary  by  falling 
from  the  horizontal  bai*  on  which  he  was  practising  gymnastics,  the  details  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  report  of  Assistant  Sui'geon  Par^,  hereto  appended. 

I  have  since  learned  that  Regl.  No.  1493,  Constable  Vachon,  died  at  Battleford 
of  Desquamative  Nephritis  under  the  care  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Aylen,  'making 
five  deaths  in  all.     (For  details  see  Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen's  report  attached.) 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  Mr.  White's  letter  to  you  of 
28th  September,  viz.,  that  I  should  visit  the  various  outposts  to  the  westwaixi  and 
pei*sonaily  examine  the  medical  supplies  at  each  hospital,  and  ascertain  what  drugs 
in  excess  of  probable  requirements  for  the  ensuing  year  might  be  found  thereat, 
taking  with  me  such  competent  clerkly  assistance  as  might  be  necessary  to  perform 
these  duties  efficiently,  and  obtaining  at  the  same  tiroe  a  schedule  of  the  drugs 
referred  to,  and  the  quantities  of  each,  in  excess  of  probable  requirements  at  each 
hospital  examined,  so  that  they  might  be  drawn  upon,  as  required,  to  supply  requi- 
sitions made  for  deficiencies  at  other  posts,  I  left  Eegina  on  the  night  of  Thursdav, 
18th  October,  alone,  no  clerk  of  any  kind  accompanying  me,  a  promise  being  made 
by  the  Commissioner  that  a  telegram  should  be  sent  to  Macleod  directing  that  Staff- 
Sergeant  Mercer  (one  of  my  old  hospital  sergeants,  and  a  competent  man)  should  be 
sent  to  meet  me  at  Lethbridge.  I  chose  this  route,  as  wintry  weather  with  wind 
and  snow  had  then  set  in  at  Kegina,  and  I  desired  to  accomplish,  first,  that  pai-t  of 
my  journey  of  inspection  which  referi'ed  to  outposts  Iving  off  the  line  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  KailwOT,  my  condition  rendering  it  advisable  that  I  should  avoid  unne- 
cessary exposure.  Staff-Sergeant  Mercer  did  not  meet  me  on  my  arnval  at  Lethbridge, 
on  the  evening  of  Satui-day,  20th  October,  no  telegram,  as  I  afterwaixls  learned,  hav- 
ing been 'sent  to  that  effect,  and  having  ascertaineid  this  by  telegraphing  to  Macleod 
during  Sunday  I  proceeded  thithei'  with  a  Police  waggon  on  the  following  day.  On 
arriving  at  Macleod  a  careful  examination  was  made  of  the  medical  supplies,  the 
stock  on  hand  was  inspected,  and  such  di'ugs  as  appeared  to  be  in  excess  of  pi'obable 
requirements  for  the  coming  year  were  set  aside  and  tabulated.  The  whole  stock  on 
hand  was  inspected  and  checked  in  the  usual  manner,  by  the  last  monthly  return  on 
"  Form  85,"and  a  list  of  all  medicines  that  could  be  spared  for  service  at  other  posts, 
if  required,  was  directed  to  be  prepared  and  forwarded  to  my  address  at  Eegina.  I 
subsequently  received  a  note  from  Dr.  Powell,  saying  that  these  quantities  'being 
small,  and  the  Post  a  large  one,  with  no  supplies  on  the  way,  he  did  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  dispense  with  them  as  they  were  liable  to  be  required.  The  same  duty 
was,  during  the  couinse  of  the  next  ten  days,  performed  successively  at  Lethbridge, 
Calgaiy  and  Maple  Creek,  the  small  stock  at  Medicine  Hat  being  also  examined ; 
and  returning,  I  reached  t^e  headquarters  Post  early  on  the  2nd  of  November.  At 
Appendix  "  A  "  of  this  report  (not  printed)  a  list  of  the  drugs  found  in  excess  at  each 
outpost  visited  is  shown ;  some  others,  in  small  quantities,  might  possibly  have  been 
added,  but  it  was  considered  best  to  err  on  the  safe  side,  and  run  no  risk  of  crippling 
the  efficiency  of  the  medical  supply. 

It  would  perhaps  be  better,  m  case  of  necessity,  to  have  these  sui^plus  drugs 
returned  into  the  medical  supply  store  at  Eegina  and  re-issued. 

The  new  barracks  at  Lethbridge  have  been  erected  since  my  last  visit  to  that 
Post.  The  position  of  the  new  station  has  been  wisely  selected,  and  should,  if  ordinary 
cleanliness  is  observed,  be  a  highly  salubrious  one.  I  remember  going  over  this 
gi'ound  some  years  ago,  and  pointing  out  this  spot  to  those  who  accompanied  me  as  a 
magnificent  site  for  any  Police  buildings  hereafter  to  be  erected.  No  Police  hospital 
has  yet  been  built  here,  but  comfortable  and,  for  the  present,  adequate  hospital 
accommodation  is  afforded  by  the  lease  of  a  pail  of  the  building  used  for  that  purpose 
by  the  Gralt  Mining  Company.  The  health  of  the  division  stationed  here  was 
satisfactory.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Fort  Macleod  hospital,  under  the  efficient 
management  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Powell. 

When  at  Calgary  I  examined,  with  Assistant-Surgeon  Par^,  the  new  hospital 
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bnilding  in  course  of  erection,  or  rather  completion,  which  promised  to  afford  ample 
accommodation  and  many  comfoi*t8  for  the  sick,  which  the  old  log  building  hitherto 
used  as  a  hospital  was  incapable  of  providing.  The  health  of  the  men  appeared  to 
be  excellent,  few,  if  any,  cases  of  endemic  fever  having  been  reported. 

Veiy  few  men  were  found  in  barracks  at  Medicme  Hat,  the  greater  number 
being  absent  on  scouting,  patrolling  or  detachment  duty,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Cypress  Hills.  The  supphr  of  medical  stores  at  this  outpost,  though  small,  appears 
to  oe  amply  sufficient,  and  1  learn  from  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Oliver,  the  civil  prac- 
titioner in  cha^e,  that  the  health  of  the  men  has  been  satisfactory. 

At  Maple  Creek,  which  I  next  visited,  for  the  purpose  it  was  my  special  object 
to  investigate,  I  found  during  my  short  visit  two  cases  of  malarial  fever  in  hospital 
Thes^  were  two  of  the  "  ten  cases  "  referred  to  in  Staff-Sergeant  Tulloch's  annual 
Eeportof  that  Post,  herewith  forwarded.  These  two  cases  I  treated  personally  during 
the  few  days  I  remained  there,  leaving  such  instructions  as  I  then  considered 
necessary. 

The  altered  atmospheric  conditions  prevailing  during  the  year  now  closed  suffi- 
ciently account  for  the  greatly  increased  number  of  cases  of  endemic  fever  occurring  at 
this  !rost,  against  only  one  in  1886,  during  a  season  so  pi*olific  of  malarial  affec- 
tions of  a  very  severe  nature  at  Battlefoixi,  at  which  Post,  during  1888,  it  has  been 
almost  unknown.  These  records  confirm  in  the  sti*ongest  manner  the  opinions 
expressed  by  me  to  that  effect  in  my  annual  report  for  1886,*  on  the  conditions 
governing  the  outbreak  and  severity  of  this  endemic  malarial  fever,  commonly  known 
as  "  mountain  fever "  throughout  the  North-West  Territories,  the  true  nature  and 
cause  of  which  were  first  publicly  elucidated  in  the  report  referred  to,  in  which  I 
have  given  expression  to  conclusions  reached  after  thii*ty-five  years'  experience  and 
observation  or  malarial  affections,  under  their  ever-varying  forms  m  extensive  regions 
where  this  noxious  influence  more  especially  abounds.  However  little  attention 
maybe  accorded  by  my  contemporaries  to  the  opinions  so  often  and  definitely 
expressed,  the  time  must  inevitably  come  when  their  truth  will  be  imiversally 
recognized  by  every-one  capable  of  ordinary  obsei-vation  and  reflection. 

1  entirely  concur  in  Staff-Sergeant  Tulloch's  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
hospital  at  this  Post,  which  was  brought  prominently  to  your  notice  in  my  annual 
report  for  1886  (  at  page  81).  I  can  nut  recall  your  attention  to  the  i-ecommenda- 
tions  therein  made,  and  again  to  urge  their  adoption. 

With  reference  to  the  largely  increased  expenditure  for  the  medical  supplies 
referred  to  by  the  Co^iptroUer  in  his  letter  to  you  of  28th  September,  I  have  the  honor 
to  refer  you  and  the  Comptroller  to  my  report  addressed  to  you  of  19th  November, 
1888,  in  which  I  have  suggested  the  adoption  of  certain  measui'es  which  will  tend 
to  check  veiy  materially  the  expenditure  of  medical  stores. 

A  list  of  the  reports  and  documents  herewith  foinvaqpled  will  be  found  on  the 
following  page. 

The  following  reports  are  herewith  forwarded : 

1.  Br.  Aylen's  report,  "  C  "  Divison. 

2.  Dr.  Park's  report,  "E"  Division. 

3.  Dr  Dodd's  report,  "  Depot "  Division. 

4.  Dr.  Powell's  report,  "D"  Division. 

5.  Dr.  Bain's  report,  "P"  Division. 

6.  Dr.  Tulloch's  report,  "G"  Division. 

7.  Dr.  Kennedy's  report,  "  H  "  Division. 

8.  Dr.  Haultain's  report,  "B"  Division. 

9.  Staff-Sergeant  Tulloch's  report,  "  A  "  Division. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
The  Commissioner  North-West  Mounted  Police,  A.  JUKES,  M.D. 

Eegina.  Senior  Surgeon. 

*    Hon.— Q.  V.  under  "  Maple  Greek  ''  pages  81  and  82  of  the  Commissioner' s  Report  for  1886. 
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ANNUAL  REPOET  OF  ASSISTANT  SUEGEON  P.  ATLEN,  1888. 

Noeth-Wbst  Mounted  Police, 

Battliford,  4th  December,  1888. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  with  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  November,  1888. 

In  reviewing  the  monthly  sick  reports  I  find  very  little  of  importance  occui'red 
during  the  year,  the  majority  of  cases  being  simple  ailments,  such  as  coughs,  colds, 
constipation,  biliousness. 

I  had  the  misfortune  to  record  one  death  during  the  year,  this  being  Eegl. 
No.  1493,  Constable  Vachoij,  who  died  from  Desquamative  Nephritis.  He  was  ailing 
for  some  eighteen  months  or  more,  and  first  came  under  the  late  Assistant-Surgeon 
Miller's  notice,  suffering  from  a  sunstroke  and  also  dimness  of  vision.  When  I  took 
charge  of  this  Post  he  was  confined  to  hospital  suffering  from  Chorea.  On  the  22nd 
of  June,  the  Chorea  had  completely  disappeared,  and  was  replaced  by  Desquamative 
Nephritis,  which  he  died  from  on  the  lltn  of  August. 

It  became  my  dutv,  on  the  22nd  of  February,  to  recommend  Eegl.  No.  1617, 
Constable  McGaun,  to  be  invalided. 

I  also  recommended  Eegl.  No.  1891,  Sergeant  WaTlace,  to  be  sent  to  Banff 
Springs,  as  he  suffered  severely  from  rheumatism  and  sciatica,  although  he  was  not 
exposed  to  cold  or  wet  weather.  The  Commissioner  could  not  entertain  my  views, 
but  later  on  granted  him  two  months'  sick  leave  of  absence.  I  am  happy  to  say,  from 
the  last  I  heard  of  him,  he  had  completely  recovered. 

There  were  339  cases  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  year,  against  452  last 
year,  showing  a  decrease  of  113  cases. 

This  summer  the  hospital  was  clap-boarded  and  painted,  which  makefl  a  great 
improvement  in  its  general  appearance.  A  very  nice  porch  has  been  erected  at  the 
main  entrance,  and  when  the  verandah  is  built,  which  I  believe  is  to  be  done  next 
summer,  Battleford  will  have  as  good  an  hospital,  if  not  the  finest,  in  the  force. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  has  been  excellent.  Precaution  was 
taken  to  keep  the  latrines  well  disinfected,  and  also  the  old  stables  and  outhouses, 
and  although  typhoid  fever  broke  out  among  the  horses  not  a  single  case  appeared 
among  the  men. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  wash-house, 
which  I  believe  is  absolutely  necessaiy.  At  present,  when  a  man  wishes  to  bath 
himself,  he  has  to  take  it  beMnd  a  partition  or  sci*een  in  a  corner  of  a  barrack-room, 
which  is  not  only  an  annoyance  to  the  men  but  is  injurious  to  their  health,  as  the 
room  is  kept  damp. 

I  beg  to  recommend  that  a  case-book  be  ftirnished  to  this  hospital,  the  same  as 
that  used  in  the  Montreal  General  Hospital,  when  the  history,  treatment  and  tempera- 
ture chart  can  be  kept  together.  If  this  bck)k  was  fVimished  it  would  give  f\ill 
particulars,  in  a  glance,  of  the  character  and  course  of  the  disease  and  treatment.  At 
present  I  have  only  a  record  which  gives  the  disease  and  duration. 

I  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  find  that  the  invalid  chaii*s  I  asked  for  in  my 
estimates  for  1888  had  been  struck  off,  I  believe  a  few  of  these  chairs  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  each  hospital,  and  should  be  furnished  without  delay. 

I  bes  to  recommend  that  the  marsh,  about  800  yards  north  of  the 
barracks,  be  drained.    In  the  spring  this  swamp  is  completely  covered  with  water, 
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and  as  soon  ^  the  dry  weather  comes  the  water  dries  up  and  leaves  decaying  vege- 
table matter,  which  gives  rise  to  jniasma  or  malaria,  i  believe  this  swamp  is  the 
cause  of  so  much  typho-mal-arial  fever  at  this  Post.  This  year  was  such  a  wet  season 
that  the  whole  swamp  was  covered  all  the  summer,  and  the  consequence  was  that  we 
had  no  fever.  "We  are  certain  to  have  an  epidemic  of  malarial  fever  if  next  summer 
is  a  dry  one. 

On  the  22nd  of  September  I  received  instinictions  to  take  medical  chai'ge  of  the 
Industrial  School.  The  children  were  then  suffering  from  a  skin  disease,  known 
as  "  Eczema,"  which  has  completely  disappeared.  At  present  the  children  are  in 
excellent  health.  I  may  here  state  that  great  credit  is  due  to  the  Principal  and 
Matron  for  the  manner  in  which  the  school  is  conducted.  The  Assistant  Piincipal 
and  Groverness  spare  no  pains  in  teaching  the  children,  who  are  pi'Ogressing  veiy 
rapidly,  and  would  do  credit  to  any  school.  The  large  boys  turn  out  very  good 
work  from  the  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shops. 

On  the  25th  of  September  I  received  omers  to  attend  the  Indian  reserves  of  the 
Battleford  District.  I  visited  the  Resei-ves  about  once  a  month,  in  coVnpany  with  the 
Agent.  The  general  health  of  the  Indians  is  very  good;  but,  of  course,  there  area 
good  many  old  chronic  cases  of  Syphilis  and  Phthisis  on  each  reserve. 

I  enclose  you  an  appendix  of  the  diseases  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the 
year  ending  30th  November,  1888 ;  also  estimates  for  this  hospital  for  the  year 
ending  30th  November,  1889. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sii*, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  AYLEN,  M.D., 

«        -  Assistant-Surgeon. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Diseases  treated  in  the  Battleford  Hospital  during  the  Tear  ended  the  30th 

November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


Constitutional. 

General  debility 

Bilious  fever « 

Rheumatism 

Local  Disease* — Nervous  System. 

Cephalalgia 

Chorea 

Insomnia 

Lumbago 

Neuralgia 

Odontolgia 

Sciatica  

Insanity 


Respiratory  System. 

Catarrh , 

Cough  and  colds 

Pleurisy 

Sore  throats 

Tonsillitis 

Parotitis 


Digestive  System. 

Biliousness 

Constipation 

Diarrhoea 

Dyspepsia 

Haemorrhoids 

Indigestion 

Colic 

Cutaneous  System. 

Furunculus 

Chafe  

Seborrhoea 

Sore  lips 

Genito-Urinary  System. 

Balanitis 

Stricture 

Chyluria 

Desquamatiye  nephritis 

Paraphymosis 

Orchitis 


M\ 


1 

2 

23 


18 
1 
1 
9 
6 

10 
1 
1 


3 
52 

1 
14 

5 

8 


15 
18 
20 
3 
3 
1 
1 


o 

go 


% 


.^4 

70 
1 

1 

100 
3 


1 

m 

8 

I] 


1 
1 
1 
3 

}» 

1 


6 
5 


2J 
13 

2 
92 

2 

1 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Inyalided. 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

On  sick  leave  at  Banff  Springs* 

Civilian. 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 


do 
do 


do 
do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 

dd  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Still  under  treatment. 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

Die^i  the  11th  August,  7  p.m. 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 
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APPENDIX  N. 


Noeth-Wbst  Mottnted  Police — Crenei*al  Distribution  State  of  the  Force  on  30th 

November,  1888. 


V 

S 


Stations. 


& 


3 
5 


Horses. 


"A". 


"B' 


Maple  Creek.... 
Medicine  Hat... 
Swift  Current.. 
On  command... 
Town  station... 

Regina 

On  leave 

On  herd 


Regina 

Manitoba 

Moose  Mountain.. 
Wood  Mountain., 
Willow  Bunch.... 

1V)wn  station 

Macleod  

On  leave 

On  herd 


Battleford 

Onion  Lake 

Bresaylor....," 

Sixtv  3file  Bush.. 
On  leave 


Fort  Macleod.. 

Leavings 

St.  Mary's 

Stand  Oflf. 

Kipp 

Kootenay 

Lethbridge 

Caleary 

On  leave 


Calvary 

Gleichen 

Banff. 

High  River.... 

Scarlett's 

Morley 

Regina 

Special  duty.. 

On  leave 

On  herd 


Prince  Albert.. 

Batoche 

Saskatoon 

Regina 

Humboldt 

On  leave 


20 


15 
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Appendix  N — ^North-West  Mout  ted  Police — General  Distribution  State  of  the  Force 
on  30th  November,  ISSS.—Cmtinued, 
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"G". 

Fort  Saskatchewan 

Edmonton 

... 

... 
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1 

... 

4 

3 

1 

2 

i 

52 
11 

""2 

1 
6 
2 

■ 
63 
12 
1 
2 
2 
6 
3 
1 

69 
10 
3 
2 
4 
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5 
2 
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73 
7 
2 

12 

30 
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4 
2 

12 
4 

... 

42 
10 

St.  Albert 

2 

Victoria 

2 

Peace  Hills 

1 
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... 
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Red  Deer 

1 

6 

Calgary 

1 

2 

On  leave 

1 
2 

"H". 

Fort  Macleod 

2 
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Appendix  N — ^North-West  Mounted  Police — General  Distribution  State  of  the  Forces 
on  30th  November,  lSS8-^<mcludecL 
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APPENDIX  0. 


ANNUAL  EBPOET  OP  SENIOE  SUEGEON  A.  JUKES,   1888. 

Ebgina,  26th  December,  1888. 
Sib, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  place  in  youi*  hands  my  seventh  annual  report  as 
Senior  Surgeon  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  for  the  year  terminating  30th 
November,  1888. 

Since  mv  last  report  was  forwarded  I  have  been  deprived,  with  much  regret,  of 
the  invaluable  services  of  my  late  Staff-Sergeant  Eichards,  who  for  three  years  has 
performed  in  the  most  competent  and  satisfactory  manner  the  various  duties  con- 
nected with  the  charge  and  distribution  of  the  medical  stores  embraced  in  the  drug 
supply  department.  This  excellent  non-commissioned  officer  combined  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  his  business  in  all  its  departments  with  great  steadiness  and  trust- 
worthiness, added  to  a  patient,  painstaking  and  obliging  disposition,  and  I  much 
regret  that  any  circumstance  should  have  induced  him  to  transfer  his  usefulness  and 
allegiance  to  other  employers  at  the  explication  of  his  short  term  of  three  years 
service,  on  the  9th  of  last  April. 

Much  anxiety  and  inconvenience,  with  more  or  less  confusion,  resulted  from  being 
compelled  for  a  time  to  leave  these  duties  in  the  hands  of  Acting  Hospital  Steward 
Sergeant  Hoemer,  a  kindly,  capable  and  conscientious  man,  who  nad  long  been  pre- 
paring, under  my  own  supervision,  to  assume  the  responsible  duties  of  Hospital 
Steward  which  he  was  then  actually  performing,  but  who  was  hardly  competent  to 
undertake  the  special  service  so  ably  performed  by  Staff-Sergeant  Richards.  The 
necessity  having  however  arisen,  no  other  man  being  pi-ovided,  he  willingly  attempted 
and  succeeded  in  accomplishing  milch  of  this  work  in  addition  to  his  own,  especially 
from  24th  April  to  1st  .Tuly,  during  which  period  I  was  absent  in  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
medically  examining  new  reci-uits,  and  he  continued  doing  the  double  duty  required 
of  him  to  the  best  of  his  ability  after  my  return,  until  the  arrival  of  Staff-Sergeant 
Graydon  from  Calgary  on  the  1st  of  August,  1888.  I  regret  exceedingly 
the  loss  of  this  trustworthy  man.  He  left  Eegina,  Ist  September  1888,  on 
a  leave  of  one  month,  to  attend  to  important  business  of  a  private  nature,  promis- 
ing me  that  he  would  return  and  complete  his  term  of  service ;  I  have  since  under- 
stood that  he  purchased  his  discharge  at  the  expiration  of  his  leave.  Some  very 
r>werful  motive  or  feeling  must  have  influenced  him  to  fo;'ego  his  promise  to  me. 
can  never  forget  the  inestimable  and  unwearied  services  performed  by  this  man  in 
the  capacity  of  hospital  nurse  during  the  severe  and  continued  outbreak  of  endemic 
fever  which  filled  to  overflowing  the  hospital  at  this  Post  during  the  autumn  of 
1886.  Nor  ought  they  to  be  forgotten.  I  must  ever  believe  that  the  absence  of  any 
casualty  during  that  trying  period  was  largely  due  to  his  unwearied  and  intelligent 
labors  as  hospital  nurse  and  orderly  during  that  trying  period. 

I  have  much  reason  to  believe  that*  Staff^ergeant  Graydon  will  prove  a 
competent  and  trustworthy  successor  to  Staff-Sergeant  Eichards  in  the  medical 
supply  store,  and  during  the  last  four  months  have  twice  recommended  him  for  the 
fuU  pay  hitherto  enjoy ea  by  his  predecessor  while  performing  the  same  duties.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  College  of  Ontario,  has  spent  many  yeai*s  in  the 
drug  business,  and  has  been  performing  hospital  duties  in  this  force  since  September, 
1886. 

Judging  from  the  annual  sick  reports  presented  to  me  for  examination,  and  from 
the  general  knowledge  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  such  of  the  outposts  as  I  was 
enaDJed  to  visit  during  the  latter  part  of  October,  1888,  it  would  appear  that  all  forms 
of  endemic  fever  throughout  these  Territories  have  been  less  prevalent  and  of  a  much 
milder  type  than  ordinary  during  the  autumn  of  1888.  This  has  been  due  mainly  to 
iavoirable   climatic  influences,  which  have  been  freely  adverted  to  in  my  annual 
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report  for  the  year  1886  (the  press  of  which,  I  regret  to  observe,  was  never  adequately 
corrected,  and  is  full  of  inaccuracies,  which  do  not  exist  in  the  original),  and  confirms 
the  opinion  therein  expressed,  which  future  years  and  more  extended  information 
and  observation  will  surely  tend  to  strengthen  and  verify. 

Probably,  to  no  station  in  the  North- West  Territories  are  these  remarks  more 
directly  applicable  than  to  Eegina,  where  an  unusually  large  rainfall  has  occurred 
throughout  the  past  summer  accompanied  uniformly  by  veiy  moderate  degrees  of 
temperature — conditions  which,  as  regards  this  Post^  will,  dunng  a  careful  observ- 
ance of  wise  sanitation  and  the  maintenance  of  a  high  level  in  the  water  of  the  ci*eek 
above  the  dam,  be  uniformly  productive  of  the  same  satisfactory  results. 

I  have  forwarded  an  annual  sick  report  of  the  Assistant-Surgeon,  as  it  was 
presented  to  me.  Some  difference  of  opimon  may  exist  respecting  the  nomenclature 
employed,  as  indicating  perhaps  somewhat  more  serious  conditions  than  the  actual 
circumstances  warrant.  It  must  be  remembei'ed  that  three  of  the  cases  referred  to 
as  "typho-malarial  fever,"  onfe  of  which  subsequently  proved  fatal,  were  transfer!^ 
to  the  headquarters  hospital  during  November,  1887,  from  the  outpost  at  Wood 
Mountain,  at  which  point  there  is  stropg  reason  to  believe  the  water  used  by  the 
detachment  had  been  drawn  from  a  polluted  source.  The  aggregate  duration  of  the 
severe  cases  of  this  disease  recorded  by  the  Assistant-Surgeon  on  the  hospital  daily 
record  is  given  by  him  in  the  annual  sick  report  appended  as  115.  The  late  Constable 
Eoth,  who  came  in  from  Wood  Mountain  with  true  typho-malarial  fever  in  November, 
1887,  died  on  the  thirtieth  day  after  his  admission  to  the  headquarter  hospital,  which 
number  of  days  deducted  from  total  of  115  days  recorded  lor  the  whole  leaves 
a  total  of  85  days  for  the  remaining  six  cases  recorded,  giving  an  average  duration 
of  14^  days  for  each  case,  but  when  the  Assistant-Surgeon  assures  me,  in  a  note 
now  before  me,  that  these  figures  cover  the  entire  period  embraced  between  the 
time  when  these  men  first  appeared  at  sick  parade  until  they  were  "returned  to 
duty,"  that  is,  embraces  and  covers  in  each  case  the  entire  period  of  convalescence, 
which,  after  true  typho-malarial  fever  is  unusually  protracted,  onlv  one  conclusion 
remains  possible,  namely,  that  the  cases  referred  to  were  those  of  simple  malarial 
fever.  This  certainly  was  my  own  opinion  on  the  occasions  when  I  visited  them, 
and  to  those  familiar  with  the  two  diseases,  the  above  records  must  be  conclusive  in 
support  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  me. 

The  two  remaining  fatalities  recoixied  at  the  headquartei*8  hospital  for  the  year 
now  closed  were  both  of  an  unavoidable  and  necessai'ily  fatal  character.  One  of 
these.  Constable  Dowse,  sent  down  fi'om  Calgary,  died  in  hospital  at  Regina  about  a 
month  after  his  admission,  as  the  report  of  the  Senior  Soi'geon  of  23rd  December,  1887, 
recoi-ds  of  a  malignant  growth  behind  the  right  scapula  (revealed  by  a  post-mortem 
examination),  commonly  know  as  "  soft  cancer,"  the  "  Medullary  Sarcoma  "  of  Aber- 
nethy.  This  disease  was  from  its  long  obscure  nature,  its  hidden  location  and  deadly 
character,  necessarily  fatal.  Much  of  this  was  only  ultimately  rendered  clear  by  the 
post-mortem  examination. 

The  thiixl  death,  that  of  Constable  Peyton,  who  had  comparatively  recently 
aiTived  in  the  Territories,  occun^ed  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  at  the  hospital  where  he 
had  been  under  treatment  by  the  Assistant-Surgeon  a  few  days,  from  the  sudden  rup- 
tui'e  of  an  internal  abscess,  the  result  of  old  innamation,  ulceration,  and  ultimately 
perforation  of  the  appendix  vermifonnis,  npon  which  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to 
you  fully  on  the  26th  of  September,  1888.  This  man  was  never  seen  by  me  dunng  his 
few  days  illness,  until  I  was  suddenly  summoned  by  the  Assistant^urgeon  a  few 
moments  before  his  death,  when  he  was  quite  unconscious.  Under  these  unusual 
circumstances  a  post-mortem  examination  was  recommended  by  me  with  the  above 
results.  1  have  since  heard  from  his  father,  that  constable  Payton,  shortly  before 
enlisting,  in  the  eastern  Provinces,  had  suffered  from  a  dangerous  attack  of  peritonitis, 
from  which  he  with  difficulty  recovei'ed,  and  believing  himself  to  be  at  length  sound 
and  fit  for  service  offered  himself  and  was  accepted  as  a  recruit  for  this  force  and  was 
sent  up  to  Eegina.  I  had  the  honor  to  forwara  a  full  I'eport  of  this  case  to  you,  with 
the  result  of  me  post-mortem  examination  on  the  26th  September  last. 
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The  only  other  casualty  occuning  in  this  Force  dnring  the  year  just  expired,  so 
far  as  my  present  information  extends,  was  that  of  Eegi.  No.  962,  Sergeant 
Alfred  Taylor,  of  "  E  "  Division,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  Calgary  by  falling 
fi'om  the  horizontal  bai*  on  which  he  was  practising  gymnastics,  the  details  of  which 
wiJl  be  found  in  the  report  of  Assistant  Sui'geon  Par^,  hereto  appended. 

I  have  since  learned  that  Eegl.  No.  1493,  Constable  Vachon,  died  at  Battleford 
of  Desquamative  Nephritis  under  the  care  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Aylen,  'making 
five  deaths  in  all.     (For  details  see  Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen's  repoi-t  attached.) 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  containSi  in  Mr.  White's  letter  to  you  of 
28th  September,  viz.,  that  I  should  visit  the  various  outposts  to  the  westwai'd  and 
personally  examine  the  medical  supplies  at  each  hospital,  and  ascertain  what  drugs 
in  excess  of  probable  requirements  for  the  ensuing  year  might  be  found  tliereat, 
taking  with  me  such  competent  clerkly  assistance  aa  might  be  necessary  to  perform 
these  duties  efficiently,  and  obtaining  at  the  same  time  a  schedule  of  the  drugs 
referred  to,  and  the  quantities  of  each,  in  excess  of  probable  requirements  at  each 
hospital  examined,  so  that  they  might  be  drawn  upon,  as  required,  to  supply  requi- 
sitions made  for  deficiencies  at  other  posts,  I  left  Eegina  on  the  night  of  Thursday, 
18th  October,  alone,  no  clerk  of  any  kind  accompanying  me,  a  promise  being  maae 
by  the  Commissioner  that  a  telegram  should  be  sent  to  Macleod  directing  that  Staff- 
Sergeant  Mercer  (one  of  my  old  hospital  sergeants,  and  a  competent  man)  should  be 
sent  to  meet  me  at  Lethbridge.  I  cnose  this  route,  as  wintiy  weather  with  wind 
and  snow  had  then  set  in  at  Ilegina,  and  I  desired  to  accomplish,  first,  that  pai-t  of 
my  joui'ney  of  inspection  which  refen^ed  to  outposts  lying  off  the  line  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Eailway,  my  condition  rendering  it  advisable  that  I  should  avoid  unne- 
cessary exposure.  Staff-Sergeant  Mercer  did  not  meet  me  on  my  arrival  at  Lethbridge, 
on  the  evening  of  Satui'day,  20th  October,  no  telegmm,  as  I  afterwaixls  learned,  hav- 
ing been 'sent  to  that  effect,  and  having  ascertain^  this  by  telegraphing  to  Macleod 
during  Sunday  I  proceeded  thither  with  a  Police  waggon  on  the  following  day.  On 
arriving  at  Macleod  a  careful  examination  was  made  of  the  medical  supplies,  the 
stock  on  hand  was  inspected,  and  such  di'ugs  as  appeared  to  be  in  excess  of  pi'obable 
requirements  for  the  coming  year  were  set  aside  and  tabulated.  The  whole  stock  on 
hand  was  inspected  and  checked  in  the  usual  manner,  by  the  last  monthly  return  on 
"  Form  85,"and  a  list  of  all  medicines  that  could  be  spared  for  service  at  other  posts, 
if  required,  was  directed  to  be  prepai*ed  and  forwarded  to  my  address  at  Eegina.  I 
subsequently  received  a  note  from  Dr.  Powell,  saying  that  these  quantities  'being 
small,  and  the  Post  a  laree  one,  with  no  supplies  on  the  way,  he  aid  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  dispense  with  them  as  they  were  liable  to  be  required.  The  same  duty 
was,  during  the  couree  of  the  next  ten  days,  performed  successively  at  Lethbridge, 
Calgary  and  Maple  Creek,  the  small  stocK  at  Medicine  Hat  being  also  examined ; 
and  returning,  I  reached  t^e  headquarters  Post  early  on  the  2nd  of  November.  At 
Appendix  "  A  "  of  this  report  (not  printed)  a  list  of  the  drugs  found  in  excess  at  each 
outpost  visited  is  shown ;  some  others,  in  small  quantities,  might  possibly  have  been 
added,  but  it  was  considered  best  to  err  on  the  safe  side,  and  run  no  risk  of  crippling 
the  efficiency  of  the  medical  supply. 

It  would  perhaps  be  better,  m  case  of  necessity,  to  have  these  sui^plus  drugs 
returned  into  the  medical  supply  store  at  Eegina  and  re-issued. 

The  new  barracks  at  Lethbridge  have  been  erected  since  my  last  visit  to  that 
Post.  The  position  of  the  new  station  has  been  wisely  selected,  and  should,  if  ordinary 
cleanliness  is  observed,  be  a  highly  salubrious  one.  I  remember  going  over  this 
ground  some  years  ago,  and  pointing  out  this  spot  to  those  who  accompanied  me  as  a 
magnificent  site  for  any  Police  buildings  hereafter  to  be  erected.  No  Police  hospital 
has  yet  been  built  here,  but  comfortable  and,  for  the  present,  adequate  hospital 
accommodation  is  afforded  by  the  lease  of  a  pail  of  the  building  used  for  thatpm^ose 
by  the  Gralt  Mining  Company.  The  health  of  the  division  stationed  here  was 
satisfactory.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Fort  Macleod  hospital,  under  the  efficient 
management  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Powell. 

Wien  at  Calgary  I  examined,  with  Assistant-Surgeon  Par^,  the   new  hospital 
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building  in  course  of  erection,  or  rather  completion,  which  promised  to  afford  ample 
accommodation  and  many  comfoi*t8  for  the  sick,  which  the  old  log  building  hitherto 
used  as  a  hospital  was  incapable  of  providing.  The  health  of  the  men  appeared  to 
be  excellent,  few,  if  any,  cases  of  endemic  fever  having  been  reported. 

Yery  few  men  wei*e  found  in  barracks  at  Medicme  Hat,  the  greater  number 
being  absent  on  scouting,  patrolling  or  detachment  duty,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Cypress  Hills.  The  suppn^  of  medical  stores  at  this  outpost,  though  small,  appears 
to  be  amply  sufficient,  and  1  leara  from  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Oliver,  the  civil  prac- 
titioner in  chaise,  that  the  health  of  the  men  has  been  satis&ctory. 

At  Maple  Creek,  which  I  next  visited,  for  the  purpose  it  was  my  special  object 
to  investigate,  I  found  during  my  short  visit  two  cases  of  malarial  fever  in  hospital. 
Thesq  were  two  of  the  "  ten  cases  "  referred  to  in  Staff-Sergeant  TuUoch's  annual 
Report  of  that  Post,  herewith  forwarded.  These  two  cases  I  treated  personally  during 
the  few  days  I  remained  there,  leaving  such  instructions  as  I  then  considered 
necessary. 

The  altered  atmospheric  conditions  prevailing  during  the  year  now  closed  suffi- 
ciently account  for  the  greatly  increased  number  of  cases  of  endemic  fever  occurring  at 
this  !rost,  against  only  one  in  1886,  during  a  season  so  prolific  of  malarial  affec- 
tions of  a  very  severe  nature  at  Battleford,  at  which  Post,  during  1888,  it  has  been 
almost  unknown.  These  records  confirm  in  the  strongest  manner  the  opinions 
expressed  by  me  to  that  effect  in  my  annual  report  for  1886,*  on  the  conditions 
governing  the  outbreak  and  severity  of  this  endemic  malaiial  fever,  commonly  known 
as  "  mountain  fever "  throughout  the  North-West  Territories,  the  true  nature  and 
cause  of  which  were  first  publicly  elucidated  in  the  report  referred  to,  in  which  I 
have  given  expression  to  conclusions  reached  after  thirty-five  years'  experience  and 
observation  of  malarial  affections,  under  their  ever-varying  forms  in  extensive  regions 
where  this  noxious  influence  more  especially  abounds.  However  little  attention 
may  be  accorded  by  my  contemporaries  to  ^e  opinions  so  often  and  definitely 
expressed,  the  time  must  inevitably  come  when  their  truth  will  be  uiuversally 
recognized  by  every-one  capable  of  ordinary  obsei^vation  and  reflection. 

I  entirely  concur  in  Staff-Sergeant  Tulloch's  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
hospital  at  this  Post,  which  was  brought  prominently  to  your  notice  in  my  annua! 
report  for  1886  (  at  page  81).  I  can  nut  recall  your  attention  to  the  I'ecommenda- 
tions  therein  made,  and  again  to  urge  their  adoption. 

With  reference  to  the  largely  increased  expenditure  for  the  medical  supplies 
referred  to  by  the  Comptroller  in  his  letter  to  you  of  28th  September,  I  have  the  honor 
to  refer  you  and  the  Comptroller  to  my  report  addressed  to  you  of  19th  November, 
1888,  in  which  I  have  suggested  the  adoption  of  certain  measures  which  will  tend 
to  check  very  materially  the  expenditure  of  medical  stores. 

A  list  of  the  reports  and  documents  herewith  foi-waii^ed  will  be  found  on  the 
followingpage. 

The  following  reports  are  herewith  forwarded : 

1.  Dr.  Aylen's  report,  "C"  Divison. 

2.  Dr.  Park's  report,  "  B ''  Division. 

3.  Dr  Dodd's  report,  "  Depot "  Division. 

4.  Dr.  Powell's  report,  "  D  "  Division. 

5.  Dr.  Bain's  report,  "F''  Division. 

6.  Dr.  Tulloch's  report,  "G"  Division. 

7.  Dr.  Kennedy's  report,  "  H  "  Division. 

8.  Dr.  Haultain's  report,  "  B  "  Division. 

9.  Staff-Sergeant  Tulloch's  report,  "  A  "  Division. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant 
The  Commissioner  North-West  Mounted  Police,  A.  JUKES,  M.D. 

Eegina.  Senior  Svargeon. 

*    NoTi.— Q.  V.  under  *'  Maple  Greek  "  pages  81  and  82  of  the  Oommissioner'B  Report  for  1886. 
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APPENDIX  P. 


ANNUAL  REPOET  OP  ASSISTANT  SUEGEON  P.  AYLEN,  1888. 

North-Wbst  Mounted  Police, 

EA.TTLEFORD,  4th  December,  1888. 

SiB, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  with  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  November,  1888. 

In  reviewing  the  monthly  sick  reports  I  find  very  little  of  importance  occui*red 
during  the  year,  the  majority  of  cases  being  simple  ailments,  such  as  coughs,  colds, 
constipation,  biliousness. 

I  had  the  misfortune  to  record  one  death  during  the  year,  this  being  RegL 
No.  1493,  Constable  VachoD,  who  died  from  Desquamative  Nephritis.    He  was  ailing 


for  some  eighteen  months  or  more,  and  first  came  under  the  late  Assistant-Surgeon 
Miller's  notice,  suffering  from  a  sunstroke  and  also  dimness  of  vision.  When  I  took 
charge  of  this  Post  he  was  confijied  to  hospital  suffering  from  Chorea.  On  the  22nd 
of  June,  the  Chorea  had  completely  disappeared,  and  was  replaced  by  Desquamative 
Nephritis,  which  he  died  from  on  the  lltn  of  August. 

It  became  my  duty,  on  the  22nd  of  February,  to  recommend  Begi.  No.  1617, 
Constable  McGaun,  to  be  invalided.  ^ 

I  also  recommended  Eegl.  No.  1891,  Sergeant  Wallace,  to  be  sent  to  Banff 
Springs,  as  he  suffered  severely  from  rheumatism  and  sciatica,  although  he  was  not 
exposed  to  cold  or  wet  weather.  The  Commissioner  could  not  entertain  my  views, 
but  later  on  granted  him  two  months*  sick  leave  of  absence.  I  am  happy  to  say,  from 
the  last  I  heard  of  him,  he  had  completely  recovered. 

There  were  339  cases  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  year,  against  452  last 
year,  showing  a  decrease  of  113  cases. 

This  summer  the  hospital  was  clap-boarded  and  painted,  which  make^  a  great 
improvement  in  its  general  appearance.  A  very  nice  porch  has  been  erected  at  the 
main  entrance,  and  when  the  verandah  is  built,  whicn  I  believe  is  to  be  done  next 
STimmer,  Battleford  will  have  as  good  an  hospital,  if  not  the  finest,  in  the  force. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  has  been  excellent.  Precaution  was 
taken  to  keep  the  latrines  well  disinfected,  and  also  the  old  stables  and  outhouses^ 
and  although  typhoid  fever  broke  out  among  the  horses  not  a  single  caae  appeared 
among  the  men. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  wash-house, 
which  I  believe  is  absolutely  necessaiy.  At  present,  when  a  man  wishes  to  bath 
himself,  he  has  to  take  it  bemnd  a  partition  or  screen  in  a  comer  of  a  ban*ack-room, 
which  is  not  only  an  annoyance  to  the  men  but  is  injurious  to  their  health,  as  the 
room  is  kept  damp. 

I  beg  to  recommend  that  a  case-book  be  ftimished  to  this  hospital,  the  same  as 
that  used  in  the  Montreal  (reneral  Hospital,  when  the  history,  treatment  and  tempera- 
ture chart  can  be  kept  together.  If  this  book  was  furnished  it  would  give  frill 
particulars,  in  a  glance,  of  the  character  and  course  of  the  disease  and  treatment.  At 
present  I  have  o3y  a  record  which  gives  the  disease  and  duration. 

I  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  find  that  the  invalid  chaii*s  I  asked  for  in  my 
estimates  for  1888  had  been  struck  off,  I  believe  a  few  of  these  chairs  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  each  hospital,  and  should  be  furnished  without  delay. 

I  bes  to  recommend  that  the  marsh,  about  800  yards  north  of  the 
barracks,  be  drained.    In  the  spring  this  swamp  is  completely  covered  with  water. 
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and  as  soon  as  the  dry  weather  comes  the  water  dries  up  and  leaves  decaying  vege- 
table matter,  which  gives  rise  to  .miasma  or  malana.  I  believe  this  swamp  is  the 
cause  of  so  much  typho-mal-ai'ial  fever  at  this  Post.  This  year  was  such  a  wet  season 
that  the  whole  swamp  was  covered  all  the  summer,  and  the  consequence  was  that  we 
had  no  fever.  We  are  cei-tain  to  have  an  epidemic  of  malarial  fever  if  next  summer 
is  a  dry  one. 

On  the  22nd  of  September  I  received  instinictions  to  take  medical  charge  of  the 
Industrial  School.  The  children  were  then  suffering  from  a  skin  disease,  known 
as  "Eczema,"  which  has  completely  disappeared.  At  present  the  children  are  in 
excellent  health.  I  may  here  state  that  great  credit  is  due  to  the  Principal  and 
Matron  for  the  manner  in  which  the  school  is  conducted.  The  Assistant  Principal 
and  Governess  spare  no  pains  in  teaching  the  children,  who  are  progressing  very 
rapidly,  and  would  do  credit  to  any  school.  The  large  boys  turn  out  very  good 
work  from  the  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shops. 

On  the  25th  of  September  I  received  omers  to  attend  the  Indian  reserves  of  the 
Battleford  District.  I  visited  the  Eesei-ves  about  once  a  month,  in  cohipany  with  the 
Agent.  The  general  health  of  the  Indians  is  veiy  good;  but,  of  course,  there  area 
good  many  ola  chronic  cases  of  Syphilis  and  Phthisis  on  each  resei-ve. 

I  enclose  you  an  appendix  of  the  diseases  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the 
year  ending  30th  November,  1888 ;  also  estimates  for  this  hospital  for  the  year 
ending  30th  November,  1889. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  AYLEN,  M.D., 

%        -  Assistant'Surgem. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

DiSBASES  treated  in  the  Battleford  Hospital  during  the  Year  ended  the  30th 

November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


Conttitutional. 

General  debility 

Bilious  fever » 

Rheumatism 

Local  Ditecues — Nervous  Sy$tem. 

Cephalalgia 

Chorea 

Insomnia 

Lumbago > 

Neuralgia 

Odontoigia 

Sciatica 

Insanity 


Respiratory  System. 

Catarrh 

Cough  and  colds 

Pleurisy 

Sore  throats 

Tonsillitis 

Parotitis 


Digestive  System. 

Biliousness • 

Constipation 

Diarrhoea 

Dyspepsia 

Haemorrhoids 

Indigestion 

Colic 

Cutaneous  System. 

Furunculus 

Chafe  

Seborrhoea 

Sore  lips 

Oenito-Urinary  System. 

Balanitis 

Stricture 

Chyluria , 

DesquamatiTe  nephritis 

Paraphymosis 

Orchitis 


•^1 


1 

2 

23 


18 

1 
1 
9 
6 
10 
1 
1 


3 
52 

1 

14 

5 

8 


15 
18 
20 
3 
3 
1 
1 


n 


44 
21 
2 


14 
70 
1 
1 

1* 

100 
3 


1 

m 

8 
1. 


1 

1 
1 
3 

}» 

1 


6 

}* 

5 


2i 
13 

2 
92 

2 

1 


Surgeon^  s  Remarks. 


Inyalided. 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

On  sick  leave  at  Banff  Springs* 

Civilian. 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 


do 
do 


do 
do 


Recovered :  returned  to  duty, 

dd  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Still  under  treatment. 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

Die^  the  11th  August,  7  p.m. 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 
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N.W,  Mounted  Police — ^Diseases  treated  in  the  Battleford  Hospital,  &c.— Cbn, 


Diaeases. 


o 


-•1 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Surgery. 

Adenitis 

Dislocated  wrist 

Fractured  clavicle 

Hernia 

Minor  surgery 

Abscess  in  ear 

Sprained  ankle 

Strained  back 

Circulatory  8y9tem. 
Anaemia 

Special  Service. 

Gonjunctiyitis 

Foreign  body  in  eye 

Ophthalmia 

Stye 


10 
1 
2 
2 

56 
1 
1 
1 


7 
32 
17 

m 

4 
7 
8 


1 
2 

I* 


One  still  under  treatment. 

Recovered;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Still  under  treatment 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


P.  ATLBN,  HD., 

Assistant'Stargeoii, 
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APPENDIX  Q. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  ASSISTANT-SUEGEON  L.  A,  PAElfi,  1888. 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Calgary,  12tli  December,  1888. 

Sir, — Jc  have  the  honor  to  tender  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
30th  November,  1888. 

The  health  of  the  men  at  this  post  has  been  generally  ^ood.  The  monthly  and 
annual  sick  reports  show  a  little  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  for  this  year  com- 
pared with  that  of  last  year. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  i^ecord  the  accidental  death  of  Eegl.  No.  962, 
Sergeant  A  ifrea  Taylor,  who,  while  practising  on  a  horizontal  bar,  slipped  his  hold 
and  fell  to  the  ground  (&  distance  of  7  feet)  lighting  on  the  back  of  nis  head  and 
flexing  it  forwai-d  on  nis  chest  with  great  force.  He  was  lying  unconscious  when 
discovered,  and  Dr.  Lafferty,  a  surgeon  of  high  standing,  who  was  attending  to  the 
force  in  my  place  during  my  absence  was  at  once  sent  for.  On  examina- 
tion Dr.  Lafferty  discovered  that  Sergeant  Taylor  was  paralyzed  from  the  nipple  line 
down.  As  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  addi*ess  you  two  lengthy  and  cletailed 
special  reports  on  the  case,  I  will  i*efrain  from  entering  again  on  particulars  to  which 
I  have  already  drawn  your  attention.  But  I  feel  I  must  here  acknowledge  the 
untiring  efforts  of  Dr.  Lafferty,  who,  during  the  firat  days  after  the  accident,  called 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  who,  even  after  my  return,  was  kind  enough  to  see 
the  patient  with  me  several  times  until  his  death. 

There  were  also  two  cases  of  fever,  which  did  not  prove  of  a  veiy  serious  char- 
acter, as  the  average  duration  was  only  eighteen  da^.  They  were  of  the  typho- 
malarial  type,  as  the  occurrence  of  the  well-marked  remissions  distinctly  proved  tnem 
to  be. 

We  hdd  also  a  case  of  scarlatina.  The  man  had  come  in  contact  with  a  family 
of  immigrants,  two  members  of  which  were  suffering  from  the  disea^.  Though  the 
first  symptoms  seemed  to  indicate  a  severe  case,  it  proved  to  be  a  mild  one.  The 
pyrexia  was  intense ;  the  fauces,  phaiynx,  soft  palate  and  tonsils  had  the  vivid  red 
characteristic  color;  the  mucous  membrane  was  swollen;  the  tonsils  were  enlarged, 
and  swallowing  painftd.  The  eruption  first  appeared  on  head  and  neck,  and  then  6n 
body,  to  which  it  was  confined.  It  was  characteristic.  The  general  symptoms  were  at 
first  well  pronounced,  as  I  have  already  remarked — ^great  general  malaise,  intense 
pyrexia,  great  nei-vous  disturbance  and  prostration;  but  the  intensity  of  the  symptons 
^adually  subsided,  and  in  twenty-five  days  patient  was  well  again,  and  returned  to 
ftjll  duty.  Measures  of  isolation  and  disinfection  were  adopted  from  the  first.  Sheets 
saturated  with  disinfectants  were  suspended  across  the  doors  and  disinfecting  lotions 
sprinkled  over  other  parts  of  the  hospital. 

A  severe  case  of  acute  rheumatism  is  still  under  treatment,  but  I  consider  the 
patient  is  now  convalescent  and  recruiting  fast.  Symptoms  of  endo-pericarditis  have 
been  quite  marked  since  the  second  week.  This  patient  does  not  belong  to  this 
division,  having  come  from  "  D  "  Division. 

Several  cases  from  other  divisions  help  greatly  to  swell  the  sick  report  of  this 
year. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  new  barracks  will  soon  be  completed.  The  sanitary 
ari'angements  seem  to  be  very  good.  The  state  of  the  old  bari'acks,  apart  from  being 
overcrowded,  was  such  as  to  justify  the  fear  of  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  at 
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any  time ;  the  broken,  decayed  condition  of  the  floors,  almost  resting  on  the  soil,  and 
having  large  cracks,  through  which  quantities  of  water  would  run,  alone  constituted 
a  permanent  danger.  Antiseptic  solutions  were  weekly  distributed  around  the  bar- 
racks to  counteract  this  condition,  and  to  destroy  all  genns  and  fermentation.  A 
good  many  of  the  coughs  and  colds  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  state  of  the  old  bar- 
racks, to  theii*  overcrowding  and  bad  ventilation;  though  the  number  of  such  cases 
this  year  compare  very  favorably  with  that  of  last  year,  as  we  have  only  45  cases 
with  94  days,  as  against  72  cases  with  108  days  for  the  year  fending  1887. 

There  is  now  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  hospital  will  be  completed  early- 
next  spiinff.  The  impossibility  of  plastering  at  present,  I  understand,  is  the  only- 
cause  of  delay.  It  is  situated  on  the  best  available  site  on  the  Police  grounds,  a  bi^h 
dry  knoll  of  porous  self-draining  soil.  Had  I  known  the  hospital  would  not  have  been 
completed  this  fall  I  would,  on  my  first  inspection  of  the  plan,  have  suggested  several 
changes  which  I  considered  desirable,  but  was  deterred  from  doing  so  by  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Clerk  of  Public  Works,  that  if  I  was  anxious  to  have  it  finished  early 
this  winter  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  my  suggestions,  as  the  revised  plans 
would  have  to  be  forwarded  to  Ottawa  and  sanctioned  before  changes  could  be  made. 

Feeling  the  necessity  of  having  it  completed  as  soon  as  possible,  on  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  old  hospital,  I  only  urged  such  minor  changes  as  I  considered 
imperative,  and  which  would  not  delay  the  work,  viz. : — the  moving  of  the  clos«ts 
from  the  end  of  one  of  the  wards  to  the  body  of  the  main  building,  and  changing  them 
from  pit  to  diy-earth  closets,  and  providing  for  a  free  circulation  of  air  under  the  build- 
ings, which  the  plan  rendered  impossible.  The  best  authorities  consider  a  free  circnlar 
tion  of  air  under  hospital  buildings,  even  out  of  towns,  in  the  most  desirable  locations, 
impervious  floors,  &c.,  a  sanitary  necessity,  and  even  then  require  the  whole  basement 
built  on  arches.  While  our  specification  laid  down  that,  "  After  the  ground  floor  joist- 
ings  had  been  laid  the  foundations  were  to  be  filled  in  with  earth  to  the  level  of 
underside  floor  board,  extending  inwai'ds  to  a  distance  of  4  feet  from  outside  oralis, 
(This,  I  understand,  was  in  view  of  the  supposed  extreme  severity  ot  this  northern 
region  of  ours),  I  suggested  that  wooden  tubes  should  be  placed  opposite  one 
another  through  the  above-mentioned  filling,  so  as  to  secure  some  circulation  of  air 
and  allow  us  to  ventilate  when  desirable.  I  hope  this  simple  aiTangemente  will 
have  the  desired  effect,  as  these  tubes  can  be  closed  and  stuffed  dm*ing  the  cold  winter 
day3  and  opened  in  warm  weather.  The  tubes  ai'C  provided  with  metallic  netting,  to 
prevent  any  animal  or  vegetable  nuisance  entering  them  when  left  opei).  As  the 
gi'ound  is  unobjectionable,  being  completely  free  from  moisture  and  not  exposed  to 
i*eceive  anv  drainage  from  higher  ground,  and  the  floors  will,  according  to  specmcation, 
be  as  gooa  as  can  be  desired,  the  tubes,  under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  satisfied,  will 
be  sufficient  to  keep  the  hospital  free  from  any  moisture  and  whatever  unwholesome 
products  of  organic  decomposition  of  the  soil  under  the  building. 

The  wards,  taken  on  a  whole,  embody  the  best  principles  on  hospital  construction 
that  I  know  of.  They  ai'C  two  one-stoi'ey  pavilions  thrown  on  each  side  of  a  main 
building.  This  pavilion  aiTangement  of  wards  is  considered  the  most  desirable, 
affording  the  best  facilities  for  ventilation  and  light.  The  windows  are,  as  required 
by  authoiities  on  the  subject,  opposite  one  another,  but  the  window  space  does  not 
represent  the  proportion  to  wall  space  it  should.  The  distribution  of  the  windows, 
in  my  opinion,  is  also  to  be  regretted,  as  it  leaves  room  only  for  four  beds  in  each 
ward,  wnile  if  pi'operly  placed  there  is  room  for  six  beds,  if  windows  were  arranged 
differently.  To  place  six  beds  according  to  sanitary  directions  the  windows  would 
have  to  be  changed.  But  I  must  say  that  in  my  experience  not  more  than  five 
patients  at  a  time  have  been  in  hospital.  In  case  more  beds  would  be  required  I 
would  advise  the  changing  of  the  windows,  for  the  following  reasons :  It  is  not 
considered  healthy  to  have  a  bed  placed  against  an  outside  wall  or  under  a  window, 
and  as  the  windows  are  now  distributed  the  space  between  window  and  outside  wall 
is  3  feet  6  inches.  Our  hospital  bed  being  almost  that  width,  it  would  not  do  to  place 
one  there,  for  the  reason  above  mentioned.  Then  comes  the  window.  No  bed  should 
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go  under  it.  Then  comes  a  space  of  9  feet,  that  between  the  two  windows,  in  which 
it  would  not  do  to  place  more  than  one  bed,  as  the  space  that  would  be  left  between 
the  two  beds  is  not  considered  sufficient.  Next  to  this  last  wall  space  is  the  other 
window.  The  space  from  last-mentioned  window  to  wall  is  4  feet  6  inches,  more  than 
sufficient  for  a  bed.  As  this  wall  is  not  an  outside  one,  and  will  always  be  heated,  the 
bed  could  be  placed  quite  close  to  it.  Both  sides  of  the  wards  being  exactly  alike, 
strictly  speaking,  four  patients  only  can  be  accommodated  in  each.  What  I  would 
suggest,  and  which  could  be  caiTied  out  at  comparatively  slight  extra  expense,  is  the 
following  alterations  in  the  position  and  size  of  windows :  That  all  windows  be  made 
4  feet  wide  and  to  proportionate  height,  instead  of  3  feet  by  7  feet;  that  the  windows 
nearest  hall  be  placed,  say  3  feet  10  inches  or  even  4  feet,  and  those  next  to  outer 
walls  be  placed  5  feet  therefrom.  This  arrangement  would  give  a  wall  space  between 
the  windows  and  outer  walls  and  also  between  the  windows  themselves,  in  which  a 
bed  could  be  placed,  thus  allowing  us  six  beds  in  each  ward,  with  ample  space,  &c. 
It  would  give  over  1,000  cubic  feet  of  air-breathing  space  to  each  man  and  a  super- 
ficial area  of  83*3  feet ;  also  a  window  for  each  bed.  I  am  convinced  these  slight 
alterations  will  prove  to  be  a  real  economy,  as  from  my  past  experience  one  wai'd 
would  then  more  than  likely  meet  our  wants.  The  windows  enlarged,  as  recom- 
mended, would  still  be  within  the  limits  required,  but  I  think  would  be  quite  sufficient  ' 
for  this  hospital,  and  should  not  be  made  anv  smaller  than  suggested  here.  Too  gi*eat 
importance  cannot  be  attached  to  the  benencial  influence  of  bght.  All  writers  agree 
in  saying  a  hospital  should  be  flooded  with  light,  "  the  life-giving  element,"  so  conducive 
to  cheerfulness,  "  the  life  blood  of  nature,"  Ac.,  as  they  all  agree  to  call  it.  One  of 
the  greatest  authorities  on  this  question  says :  "  There  cannot  be  too  much  light ;" 
and  wherever  this  fact  has  been  overlooked  in  the  construction  of  barracks  and 
hospitals  it  has  proved  very  detrimental  to  health  directly,  as  well  as  by  retai'ding 
convalescence.  An  occulist  might  object  to  light  coming  into  the  room  from  more 
than  two  sides,  but  that  can  easily  be  remedied.  As  remarked  by  the  same  wiiter, 
"  Window  blinds  can  always  moderate  the  light  of  a  well  lighted  ward."  We  can 
generate  waimth,  but  we  cannot  generate  day  light,  nor  the  purifying  and  curative 
effects  of  the  sun's  rays. 

Now,  as  to  pi-oper  ventilation :  I  have  given  the  subject  very  careful  attention  and 
am  fully  alive  to  its  impoi'tance.  Statistics  of  military  hospitals  will  prove  how 
necessary  it  is  to  have  a  constant  circulation  of  pui^e  air.  Many  instances  ai*e 
recorded  where  the  death  rate  has  been  greatly  reduced  merely  by  the  adoption  of  an 
improved  system  of  ventilation.  I  have  been  greatly  impressea  by  the  words  of 
warning  of  Miss  Nightingale,  that  eminent  authority  oh  sanitary  construction  and 
conditions  of  barracks  and  hospitals,  viz. :  "  It  should  never  be  forgotten  for  a 
moment  that  on  the  purity  of  the  air  of  a  ward  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
duration  of  the  disease  and  the  recovery  or  death  of  the  sick ;  and  when  we  consider 
that  a  man  cannot  forego  the  supply  of  air  as  many  minutes  as  he  can  forego  food 
for  days  is  it  a  subject  for  wonder  that  pare  air  should  be  the  main  factor  in  main- 
taining health  and  assisting  recovery  from  disease."  While  ample  cubic  space  is 
necessaiy,  provision  must  ako  be  made  for  the  constant  removal  of  the  exhalations 
irom  the  lungs,  i.e.,  foul  air,  &c.  "No  kind  of  impurity  of  air  is  more  injurious  to 
health  than  what  is  exhaled  by  the  lungs." 

Mr.  Peters,  the  Government  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  has  promised  me  an 
improved  and  very  efficient  means  to  cai'iy  off  this  impure  air.  A  fresh  supply  of  pure 
air  for  each  individual  becomes  necessary,  and  it  has  been  clearly  established  that 
this  supply  must  be  renewed  three  times  each  horn*;  that  3,000  feet,  some  say  4,000  feet 
of  fresh  air  ought  to  be  supplied  per  head  per  hour.  This  is  very  easy  in  summer, 
when  the  supply  is  unlimited,  the  renewal  being  constant ;  but  in  winter  the  difficulty 
is  to  have  pure  air  properly  warmed,  and  to  admit  it  without  too  much  lowering  of 
temperature  many  schemes  have  been  devised,  one  of  which  I  here  submit  and  highly 
approve  of.  It  was  first  bi-ought  before  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  Michigan,  and 
later  on  illustitited  by  Dr.  Cassidy  at  a  sanitary  convention  held  in  St.  Thomas. 
17—10 
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The  fresh  aii*  is  obtained  by  a  4  inch  stove-pipe,  open  at  the  bottom,  taking  the 
air  from  an  opening  in  the  floor  communicating  with  the  outside,  aa  represented  above 
— the  pure,  naturalair  from  without,  which  everybody  knows  is  better  oxygenated  and 
contains  more  ozone,  and  is  thus  heated  in  contact  with  the  stove,  and  is  supplied 
warmed,  without  creating  any  draught.  This  Sjy^stem  is  really  admirable  in  its 
simplicity  and  efficiency.  The  pipe  could  be  provided  with  a  key,  and  the  supply  of 
air  shut  out  or  admitted  at  pleasure.  Thus  a  thorough  ventilation  is  secured,  witii 
doors  and  windows  closed. 

In  writing  these  long  and  tedious  details  I  felt  I  was  exceeding  the  limit  allotted 
to  an  annual  report,  but  all  my  explanations  appeared  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  the 

Serfect  understanding  of  my  suggestions  and  to  meet  possible  objections  to  tiiem.    I 
id  not  foresee  the  length  of  these  remarks  when  I  oegan  to  write,  and  have  not 
time  to  condense  them,  as  my  report  must  be  handed  in  to-night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Youi'  obedient  sei-vant, 

L.  A.  PAElfi,  M.D., 

Assistant'Syrgeon, 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police,  ' 

Begina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report  for  "B"  Division,  Calgary. 


Diseases. 


Abscess  of  gum 

Adenoid  tumor 

Adhesions  peritonial 

-  Angina  pectoris 

Balanitis 

Bruised  leg. 

bruise  (kick  from  horse).. 

Bruised  foot 

Bubo  (sjmphetic) 

Biliousness 

€oldsand  coughs 

•Conjunctivitis 

Constipation 

■Cutting  wisdom  tooth 

Contracted  frsenum 

Corns 

Colic . 


CepheUtlagia 

Debilitj 

Diarrhcea 

Eruptions 

Eczema 

Extractio  dentorum . 

Epididymitis 

^Eruption  on  lip 

Frossen  toes 

Ferer. 


Fever  (scarlatina) 

Functional  disturbance 

Oastric  disturbance 

Haemorrhoids 

In^^wing  toe  nail 

Injury  to  spinal  cord 

Intis 

Lumbago 

Myalgia 

Nephral^a 

Neuralgia 

Nervous  palpitation,  of  heart.. 

■Orchitis 

-Odontalgia 

Otlitis 

-Orchitis  metast 

Post  nasal  catarrh. 

Parotiditis 

Phymosis 

Rheumatism 

Synovitis 

Spermatorrhoea 

Sore  throat : 

do    heels 

Sprain 

Sprained  elbow 

do        back 

ankle 

shoulder 

fingers 

tendon 


do 
do 
do 
do 


«  3 
|3 
go 


45 


3 
6 
2 
2 

15 
I 
1 
2 
2 
I 

26 
I 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
I 
1 
8 
3 
1 
5 
4 
2 
8 
2 
2 
5 
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2 
9 
2 
2 
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39 

4 

15 

3 

81 

24 

94 

26 

6 

3 

2 

I 

2 

1 

12 
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2 

2 

15 

I 

2 
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37 
25 
34 
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45 

28 

4 

12 

6 

5 

7 

12 

7 

10 

5 

36 

29 

84 

17 

10 

34 

6 
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3 

12 

63 

6 

7 
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1 

1 

17 

3 
39 

2 

I* 

81 
6 

2 
3 
2 

1 
2 
1 
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1 

1 

1 

2 

10 
18} 
25 

I' 

9 

8 
17 
45 
28 

4 

6 

3 

5 

7 


It 


Remarks. 


5 

P 

6 

7 

3 

3J 

4 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do  [force. 

Result  of  horse  kick  reed,  before  joining 
Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 
Operated  returned  to  duty. 
Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
'     do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
1  died ;  1  (civilian)  still  under  treatment. 
Recovered ;  returned  to  duty 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

'  do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Operated 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Still  under  treatment. 

Recovered ; 

returned  to  duty 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

-do 

do 
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N.  W.  Mounted  Police — ^Annual  Sick  Report  for  "B"  Division,  Calgary— Otw. 


Diseases. 


11 


1^ 


^1 


Remarks. 


Scalp  wound 

Tabercolosis 

Tumor  « 

Vertigo 

Wound,  incised  leg 

do  do  wrist., 
do  do  instep 
do       knife 


5 

14 

1 

7 

4 

11 

2 

14 


5 
14 

1 

I' 

11 
2 
3t 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 

do  do  do 


L.  A.  PAE^, 

Asmtant'Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX   E. 


ANNUAL  EBPOET  OF  ASSISTANT  SUEGEON  H.  DODD,  1888. 

Ebgina,  8th  December,  1888. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  vou  my  second  annual  report,  covering 
the  period  between  Ist  December,  1887,  and  the  present  date. 

The  opinion  expressed  in  my  last  report,  concerning  the  necessity  of  ven- 
tilating the  barrack  rooms  and  the  hospital,  I  I'especfully  request  to  be  allowed  to 
reiterate. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  present  vear  my  duties  were  rendered  i*ather  onerous, 
owing  to  my  not  having  quarters  in  the  baiTacks.  This  obliged  me  to  live  in  town, 
two  miles  and  a-half  distant  from  my  work.  For  about  six  mouths,  during  much 
severe  weather,  it  was  necessary  for  me  daily  to  drive  this  distance  in  the  early-morning, 
80  as  to  take  the  sick  parade  at  8:30  a.m.,  but  fortunately,  in  spite  of  severe  storms  and 
other  drawbacks,  I  was  able  to  avoid  missing  that  duty  on  any  single  occasion. 

About  midsummer,  through  the  kind  action  of  yourself,  the  comfoi*table  quai*ters 
•which  I  now  occupy  in  the  proximity  of  the  hospital  were  given  to  me,  and  my  work 
was  rendered  much  more  easy  and  pleasant. 

The  health  of  the  men  under  my  chai'ge  at  headquai'tei'S  has  been  markedly 
better  than  during  the  previous  year.  The  sick  parades  have  largely  diminished, 
and  so  great  a  change  of  health  occurred  that  with  the  same  or  perhaps  a  larger 
number  of  men  in  baiTacks,  the  average  number  on  sick  parade  has  been  about  only 
one-half  the  number  that  formerly  reported  itself.  In  fact,  for  three  days  during  the 
month  of  September  there  were  neither  men  on  sick  parade  nor  in  hospital. 

Through  the  absence  of  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes  at  Ottawa,  in  May  and  June  last, 
medical  chai*ge  of  headquartera  devolved  upon  myself.  Examination  of  a  number 
of  recruits  dui'ing  this  period  showed  that  a  very  judicious  selection  of  men  was  being 
made,  and  it  is  a  proof  of  good  recmiting  arrangements  and  matter  of  congratulation 
that  so  much  excellent  matenal  should  hd  added  to  the  foi'ce. 

A  better  water  for  general  use  in  the  hospital  than  that  of  the  creek,  which  is 
now  used,  might  easily  be  obtained  by  placing  ti'oughs  around  the  eaves  of  the 
building  and  conveying  the  rain  that  falls  on  its  extensive  roof  to  a  cistern  conve- 
niently placed.  This  aiTangement  would,  no  doubt,  also  prevent  that  injury  to  the 
foundation  of  the  building  that  I  fancy  is  likely  to  be,  consequent  upon  the  heavy 
diippings  that  now  fall  from  the  I'oof. 

The  economy  of  the  hospital  has  lately  been  much  improved,  by  the  membera  of 
of  its  staif  being  more  regularly  engaged  than  fonnerly.  This  fact  is  mentioned,  as 
it  is  all-impoi-tant  that  the  sei-vices  of  experienced  persons  should  be  engaged  in 
attendance  on  the  sick,  and  that  the  men  so  engaged  should  be  known  to  the  medical 
officer  in  cha^e  and  enjoy  his  confidence,  whether  employed  in  dispensing,  nursing 
or  cooking.  It  is  mj  hope  that  the  men  who  ai'e  found  to  be  useful  and  reliable  in 
these  offices  may  be  left  to  discharge  them  permanently.  Constable  West,  the  present 
Hospital  Steward,  is  a  most  valuable  assistant  to  me,  and  I  beg  to  be  pernutted  to 
express  the  desire  I  feel  that  his  usefulness  will  be  recognized  by  vourself,  especially 
as,  if*  given  the  usual  stripes,  he  would  have  more  control  over  those  that  are  from 
time  to  time  placed  under  him. 

It  has  been  part  of  my  duty  to  visit  the  ^ard  room,  in  which  a  number  of 
prisoners  have  been  confined,  pending  completion  of  the  territorial  gaol.  I  cannot 
flpeak  too  highly  of  the  order,  discipline  and  cleanliness  observed  therein.    The  • 
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health  of  prisoners  confined  has  been  good,  and  it  is  to  the  considerate  maimer  in 
which  they  have  been  treated,  the  regularity  observed  in  their  management,  the  per- 
fect state  of  the  guard  room,  that  this  is  to  be  attributed.  The  food  with  which  they 
are  served  is  ample  and  well  cooked,  and  their  comfort  is  secured  in  respect  to 
quarters,  sleeping  accommodation,  &c. 

In  connection  with  the  appended  requisition  for  hospital  supplies,  I  would  state 
that  the  stojck  of  drugs  on  hand  seems  to  me  hardly  to  requii*e  to  oe  added  to  for  next 
year's  use.  The  supply  of  some  few  descriptions  of  drugs  may  become  exhausted, 
but  these  will  be  of  a  nature  that  can  be  replenished  from  the  supply  store.  This 
remark  refers  to  di*ugs  only,  not  to  other  supplies  and  comforts.  A  ^ood  microscope 
for  the  hospital  is  much  needed,  and  I  deem  it  to  be  of  paramount  importance  that 
one  should  DC  supplied,  but  none  other  than  a  good,  powerful  instrument  will  be  of 
value. 

I  beg  now  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  few  cases  which  came  under  my  special 
care  during  the  past  year,  a  few  particulars  of  which  I  consider  necessary  to  place 
before  your  notice. 

On  30th  December,  1887,  Eegl.  No.  1587,  Constable  (Jerow,  was  admitted  into 
hospital  under  mv  care,  having  been  sent  from  Prince  Albert.  He  was  suffering  from 
necrosis  of  the  tibia,  caused  by  a  kick  from  a  horse  at  an  earlier  date.  I  operated 
upon  him  on  20th  January  and  removed  the  diseased  bone,  eventually  returning 
him  to  duty  on  5th  Awil,  no  renewal  of  the  disease  having  occurred  up  to  this  date 

On  6th  Februaiy  Kegl.  No.  349,  Serjeant  Jones,  was  admitted  into  hospital  under 
my  care,  having  suflrered  for  a  considerable  number  of  months  from  fistula  in  ano. 
I  decided  tibiat  operative  treatment  was  necessary,  which  treatment  I  carried  oat  on 
10th  February.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  operation  was  entirely  suc- 
cessful, and  I  returned  him  to  duty,  cured,  on  17th  February. 

On  22nd  March  Begl.  No.  2054,  Constable  Wilson,  was  admitted  into  hospital 
under  my  care,  having  fallen  whilst  on  guard  and  fractured  the  lower  third  of  his 
left  humerus.  Much  to  my  satisfaction,  I  was  able  to  return  him  to  duty  on  14th 
May,  with  perfect  use  of  his  arm  and  no  deformity  whatsoever. 

On  2nd  April  Beffl.  No.  1694,  Constable  Brown,  was  admitted  into  hospital,  being 
desirous  of  having  a  Targe  noevus  on  his  shoulder  removed.  I  operated  suceessfullj. 
And  returned  him  to  duty  on  27th  April. 

On  22nd  April  a  civilian  named  Christoff  was  admitted,  by  your  order,  suffering 
from  a  gunshot  wound.  The  charge  had  entered  the  upper  surface  of  the  foot  and 
penetrated  through  to  the  sole,  fracturing  the  second  and  third  metatarsal  bones.  I 
removed  the  shot  and  portion  of  cloth  and  brass  tag  of  the  boot,  which  had  been 
carried  in  with  the  charge,  and  with  the  necessary  treatment  discharged  him  cored, 
vnth  little  deformity,  on  12th  June. 

On  29th  April  Regh  No.  1103,  Sergeant  Brooke,  was  admitted  into  hopital, 
suffering  from  a  diseas^  toe,  due  to  a  severe  frost  bite.  I  amputated  it,  and  returned 
him  to  duty  on  14th  May. 

On  8th  June  Eegl.  No.  2159,  Constable  Stone,  was  admitted  into  hospital, 
suffering  from  a  badly  bruised  le^,  having  sustained  the  injury  some  weeks  he&>Tt 
whilst  crossing  Lake  Superior  on  his  journey  up  here.  I  returned  him  to  duty  on 
23id  August. 

On  10th  October  he  was  again  under  my  care,  having  been  thrown  from  a  horse 
and  sustained  sub-acromial  dislocation  of  his  left  shoulder,  together  with  fracture  of 
the  acromion  process.    He  is  still  under  treatment,  doing  well. 

On  September  20th  Begl.  No.  2178,  Constable  Peyton,  was  admitted  into  hospital 
under  my  care,  suffering  from  an  old  abscess  in  the  region  of  the  ileo-coecal  valve. 
He  was  on  duty  to  withm  two  days  of  his  death.  Autopsy  showed  extensive  disease, 
evidently  of  long  standing,  and  I  wonder  that  he  was  aole  to  do  duty  up  to  so  late 
a  date. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  you  to  permit  me  to  record  my  sense  of  the  uniform 
courtesy  extended  to  me  by  yourself,  and  of  the  great  consideration  you  have  shown 
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to  such  of  the  force  as  have,  through  illness  or  accident,  come  under  my  special 
charge.  That  sense  has  been  my  support  under  some  of  those  trying  circumstances 
which  are  incident  to  all  official  service,  and  the  consideration  which  you  have 
.e^d;ended  to  the  sick  has  been  no  small  factor  in  their  cure. 

Most  respectfully  submitting  the  foregoing  report,  together  with  the  annual 
requisition  and  sick  report, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

HENET  DODD,  M.RC.S.L.,  Ac., 

Assistant'Surgeon. 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Segina. 
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NOETH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report  for  the  year  ending  30th  November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


o 

|§ 


i<s 


Remarks. 


Medical  Caset. 

BroAchitis ., 

Constipation 

Ooniunctivitis 

Golds  and  coughs 

Colic ^ 

Debility 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentr;^ 

Dyspepsia 

Liver  Complaint 

Effects  of  drink 

Effects  of  sun 

Fever  (Typho  Malarial) 

Fever  (Malarial) 

Gum-boils 

Hcematuria 

Haemoptysis 

Headache 

Lumbago.. 

Neuralgia 

Nephralgia 

Nephritis 

Pleurisy 

Obstruction  of  bowels 

Rheumatism 

Sciatica 

Toothache 

Tape-worm 

Typhilitis 

ulcerated  and  sore  throat 

Tuberculosis  (Chronic) 

Heart  disease 

Surgery  and  Minor  Surgery, 

Abscess 

Burns 

Boils 

Carbuncle 

Dislocations , 

Fractures 

Frostbites 

Fistula 

Haemorrhoids 

Hernia  (In|[uinal) 

Minor  injuries 

NOBVUS 

Necrosis 

Synovitis 

Snow  blindness 

Teeth  extracted 

Tumor 

Tonsilitis 

Varix 


6 

21 

8 

180 

10 
4 

59 
3 

15 
1 
1 
2 
7 
3 
3 
2 
1 
5 
8 
4 
2 
1 
2 
3 

17 
1 
3 
1 
1 

24 
1 
2 


56 
22 
10 
240 
12 
49 
70 

8 
25 
33 

6 

3 

115 

27 

3 
33 
22 

5 
18 
22 

9 
26 

9 
46 
83 
10 

4 

3 
120 
127 
44 


4 

33 

1 

17 

9 

22 

2 

7 

2 

44 

6 

143 

7 

56 

1 

39 

5 

11 

4 

306 

85 

299 

1 

25 

1 

98 

3 

74 

2 

50 

9 

2 

11 

1 

2 

4 

89 

n 

22 


25 
98 
24| 
25 


5* 

22i 


Two  invalided  (one  sent  from  BatUeford). 

Invalided. 

One  died ;  two  convalescing. 

One  under  treatment. 


Two  invalided ;  one  under  treatment 


Invalided. 

Invalided  ;  (sent  from  **  G"  Division  for 
that  purpose). 


Two  died. 


One  under  treatment. 


One  under  treatment ;  one  invalided. 


Two  invalided. 


HENEY  DODD, 

AssUtant'Surgean. 
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APPENDIX  S. 


ANNUAL  RBPOET  OP  ASSISTANT^UEGBON  P.  H.  POWELL,  1888. 

Port  Maoliod,  30th  November,  1888. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  30th 
November,  1888. 

The  health  of  the  men  of  "  D  "  Division  stationed  in  British  Columbia — once  the 
epidemic  of  typho-malarial  fever  had  subsided — ^was  all  that  could  be  desired,  although, 
in  the  spring,  two  or  three  sporadic  cases  of  fever  presented  themselves,  bearing  a 
mai'ked  similaiity  to  the  epidemic,  and  made  me  fear  lest  we  might  have  a  recurrence 
of  it.    However,  these  cases  proved  of  a  mild  type  and  made  good  recovenes. 

I  have  to  report  the  death  of  Begl.  No.  1836,  Constable  Mitchell,  of  typho- 
malarial  fever,  complicated  with  congestion  of  the  lungs.  He  had  joined  the  division 
late  in  the  autumn  trom  Calgary,  and  took  the  disease  at  the  close  of  the  epidemic, 
rapidly  sinking,  in  spite  of  all  we  could  do  for  him. 

On  the  30th  of  June  the  division  moved  into  camp,  four  miles  distant  from  the 
Post,  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing  the  annual  drill.  The  health  of  the  men  through- 
out was  highly  satisfactory. 

On  the  Tth  of  August  we  left  camp  for  Macleod,  by  way  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass, 
aniving  on  the  evening  of  the  ITth,  the  trip  proving,  as  was  generally  expressed,  "  a 
regular  pic-nic." 

On  the  1st  of  September,  by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  I  assumed  medical  charge 
of  "  H  "  Division,  relieving  Dr.  Kennedy  from  temporary  duty,  since  which  date  I 
have  had  two  divisions  under  my  care,  and  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  health  of  the 
men  has  been  exceedingly  good. 

Consideiing  the  number  of  men,  amount  of  riding,  &c.,  to  be  done,  the  accidents 
during  the  yeai*  have  been  exceedingly  few  in  numbers. 

The  hospital  in  Kootenay  was  inspected  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  the  one 
here  by  the  Commissioner,  Assistant  Uommissioner  and  Senior  Sui*geon.  In  each  case 
satis&ction  was  expressed  at  the  cleanliness  and  general  condition  of  the  hospital. 

Throughout  the  yeai*  the  strictest  attention  was  paid  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Post  and  surroundings,  weekly  repoi^ts  being  sent  respecting  the  same,  and  I 
beg  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  promptness  with  which  any  sanitary  sugges- 
tions made  were  acted  upon. 

The  kindness  and  attention  to  the  sick  displayed  by  Staff-Sergeant  Mercer  and 
Constables  Hayne  and  Muni*oe,  my  assistants  in  the  hospital,  is  deserving  of  especial 
commendation. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  annual  sick  list  of  "  D  "  Division,  and  also  the  sick  list  of 
*'  H  "  Division,  for  the  past  three  months. 

The  average  number  on  the  daily  sick  list  being,  for  "  D  "  Division  (for  the  year), 
fom* ;  "  H  "  Division  (for  three  months),  four. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  POWELL,  M.D., 

Assistant-Surgeon. 
The  Officer  Commanding, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Macleod  District 
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NOETH-WFST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  "  H  "  Division,  Fort  Macleod,  for  Tear  ending 
30th  November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


5  5 

iJ 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Albominuria ». 

Adenitis 

Abscess 

Biliousness 

Bruised  side 

Bubo  (Symp.) 

Goryza 

Corns 

Cephalalgia 

Conjunctivitis 

Colic  

Chafe 

Catarrh 

Diarrhoea 

Eczema 

Fever  (Remittent). . 

Lumbago 

Otalgia 

Rheumatism;. 

Renal  congestion...., 

Synovitis, 

Sprained  wrist; 

do       finger 

do       ankle 

Sore  throat 

Sprained  back 

Parotitis 

Pyrexia 

Varicose  veins 


60 

20 

7 

6 

2 

14 
10 
5 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 

18 

2 

21 

8 

2 

70 
16 
2 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
5 
2 
7 


60 

20 
7 
3 
2 
7 
2 
6 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
8 
2 

21 
2 
2 

35 
8 
2 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
5 
2 
7 


Sent  to  Regina. 
In  hospital. 
Returned  to  duty. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


F.  H.  POWELL,  M.  D., 

Assistant-Stirgem, 
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NOETH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Annual  Sick  Beport  for  "D"  Division,  Fort  Macleod,  for  Tear  ending 

30th  November,  1888. 


Diseases. 

% 

P 

1^ 

4-^ 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 

A  cnte  tonaihtig 

20 
11 
14 

28 

13 

22 

33 

4 

4 
3 

4 

2 

6 

60 

30 

22 

48 

28 

4 

2 

2 

't 

12 

4 

6 

14 

2 

2 

44 

36 

11 

2 

18 

34 

68 

171 

6 

2 

20 

31 

8 

3 

2 

42 

10 

10 

2 

2 

3 

47 

18 

9 

24 

12 

1 

12 

9 

4 

10 

12 

12 

13 
22 
11 

2 

4 

3 

4 

2 

6 

3 

6 

2 
16 

2 

1 

2 

2 
16 

3 

2 

2 

3 

X* 

2 
44 
36 
11 

2 

9 

17 

68 

171 

6 

2 
10 
31 

8 

3 

2 
14 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 
47 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 

6 

3 

4 

5 
12 
12 

Returned  to  duty, 
do            do 

Bmised  battock 

do      toe 

do            do 

do      thuinb  T.-f---^T--.,,.,.  t 

do            do 

do      ftnn 

do            do 

do     leg 

do            do 

do      thigh 

do            do 

do     hip 

do            do 

do     foot..... 

do            do 

Biliousness 

do            do 

Bnbo  ^SvmD.^ 

do            do 

Blistered  heel. 

do            do 

Bnrsitifl 

do            do 

OoiTZA 

do            do 

Oolic 

do            do 

Chafe   

do            do 

Cut  wrist. 

do  toe 

do            do 
do            do 

do  finger--'- ^r „. ,^., ,„,.,, -t- 

do            do 

Oenhalaifria 

do            do 

Oontnsea  wonnd 

do            do 

Constipation 

do            do 

Diarrhoea.... 

do            do 

Dental  caries 

do            do 

Dislocated  finflrert*-— » 

do            do 

do         shoulder • 

do            do 

do         elbow 

do            do 

do         thnmbr.tt.T..^...... 

do            do 

DvffDeiMd& 

do            do 

Debility 

do            do 

Pever  (Halarian 

One  died  in  Eootenay* 

Fracture  of  tibia  and  fibula. 

do       olecranon 

Under  treatment. 
Sent  to  Regina. 

do       ossa  nasi 

Furuncle • 

Returned  to  duty, 
do            do 

Infln*owiniP  toenail 

do            do 

Indolent  nicer......... 

do            do 

Incised  wonnd 

do            do 

Haemorrhoids 

do            do    ' 

TTAlminthiasifl t.-..-  ,...-...« ...»..»., 

do            do 

Kick  from  horse.... 

do            do 

Lumbago 

Neuralfria 

do            do 
do            do 

Odontolgia 

do            do 

Punctured  wound 

do            do 

Pleurodynia 

do            do 

Pneumonia  (Acute)... 

Rhenmatism  ..-rn-Tr ,  ---r-^-t 

do            do 
do            do 

Synovitis 

Soralned  ankle 

do            do 
do            do 

do       wrist 

do            do 

Sore  foot. 

do            do 

do    hftnd 

do            do 

do    lips 

do            do 

Swollen  testicles 

do            do 

TTIceration  rectum t-,,..-.^ 

do            do 

Urethrftl  stricture 

do            do 

Wound  on  foot 

do            do 

P.  H.  POWELL,  M.D.,  Assiitant'Surgean. 
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APPENDIX  T. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  ACTING  ASSISTANT-SUEGBON  HUGH  BAIN,  1888. 

Prince  Albert,  30th  November,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  with  the  annual  sick  report  of  this  Post 
for  1888. 

Again  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  there  has  been  very  little  sicknes 
here  during  the  year,  and  that  this  Post  is  presei'vingits  reputation  of  being  almost 
the  healthiest  one  in  the  Ten^itories.  This  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  excel- 
lent site  of  the  barracks,  and  to  the  comfortable  quarters  the  men  now  have. 

Two  men  were  recommended  to  be  invalided. 

Five  men  only  have  been  in  hospital — none  of  them  very  serious  cases — remain- 
ing there,  on  an  average,  fourteen  days.  Although  there  have  been  sevei'al  cases  of 
typho-malarial  fever  in  the  settlement  none  occurred  amongst  the  men. 

Whilst  it  is  pleasing  to  report  so  little  sickness  here,  and  therefore  that  on  this 
account  the  want  of  a  proper  nospital  has  been  so  little  felt  yet,  we  cannot  always 
hope  to  be  so  fortunate. 

The  baiTack  room  at  present  used  as  an  hospital  is  most  unsuitable  in  every  way 
for  such  a  pui-pose,  and  I  would  again  strongly  recommend  that  as  soon  as  possible  a 
detached  hospital  be  built. 

We  have  been  well  supplied  with  drugs  durinff  the  year. 

Wo  have  been  in  need-of  a  good  many  sui*ffic«3  instruments,  hut  as  quite  a  num- 
ber are  now  on  their  way  this  defect  will  soon  be  remedied. 

I  have  muchpleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of  StaflP-Ser- 
geant  Waller.     He  is  a  capital  dispenser,  and  takes  great  interest  in  his  duties. 

I  enclose  detailed  statement  of  cases  of  any  importance  treated  here  during  the 
year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  N.  BAM,  M.D., 

Acting-Surgeon. 
The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 


[:^gitized  by  Google 


163 

NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Beport  for  the  Year  1888. 


Diseases. 


^ 

'S 

a 

go 

n 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 

iz; 

iz: 

<^ 

20 

20 

Retamed  to  duty. 

5 

6 

Medicine,  and  on  duty. 
Returned  to  dnty. 

4 

4 

6 

6 

do            do 

5 

5 

do            do 

2 

8 

4 

do            do 

96 

100 

1 

Hedicinej  and  on  duty 

30 

30 

1 

do              do 

3 

3 

3 

do              do 

1 

3 

3 

Returned  to  duty. 

13 

12 

1 

Medicine,  and  on  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

1 

3 

3 

2 

4 

2 

Medicine,  and  on  duty. 

2 

24 

12 

do              do 

1 

21 

21 

Returned  to  duty. 

1 

9 

9 

do            do 

1 

4 

4 

Medicine,  and  on  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

3 

9 

3 

2 

8 

4 

do            do 

1 

38 

38 

Amputation  performed. 
Returned  to  auty. 

6 

18 

3 

6 

60 

10 

1  discharged  by  purchase ;  5  returned  to 

duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

1 

4 

4 

1 

4 

4 

do            do 

1 

3 

3 

do            do 

2 

67 

28 

do            do 

1 

4 

4 

do            do 

2 

28 

14 

do            do 

1 

6 

6 

do            do 

Abscess  in  ear 

Acne 

Boils 

Congestion  of  lungs 

Contused  wound 

Conjunctiyitis 

Colas  and  coughs» 

Contusions 

Cramps  in  bowels 

Dyspepsia 

Diarrhoea. 

Deafness 

Eczema 

Felons 

Fractured  ribs 

Fever  and  ag^e 

Incised  wound 

Lumbago 

Myalgia 

Lacerated  wound  on  finger., 

Neuralgia 

Pharyngitis 

Punctured  wound 

Piles .'. 

Plenrodynia 

Sympathetic  bubo 

Swelled  joint  on  foot 

Sprain 

Kneumatism  (Chronic) 


HUGH  N.  BAIN,  M.D., 

Acting  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX  U. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  ACTING  ASSISTANT-SUEGEON  D.  TULLOCH,  1888. 

Fort  Saskatohjwan,  Ist  December,  1888. 

SiE, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  Dr.  Tulloch's  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  30th  November,  1888. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

¥oiir  obedient  servant^ 

A.  H.  GEIESBACH, 

Superintendent  Commanding  "  (^  "  Division. 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Begina. 


Fort  Saskatchewan,  3rd  Decembei*,  1888. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  annual  sick  report  of  this  division 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  November,  1888,  The  sick  report  for  the  months  of 
December,  188*7,  and  of  January,  1888,  were  burnt,  and  consequently  are  not  included. 

The  enclosed  report  shows  the  previous  healthy  chai-acter  of  this  division. is 
fUUy  sustained,  there  being  no  serious  chest  affections — ^no  cases  of  fever. 

The  wellHselected  site  of  the  barracks,  with  the  good  river  water  and  the  dry, 
mildly  bracing  climate,  no  doubt  being  the  potent  factors. 

Dunng  the  past  year  the  Edmonton  aetachment  was  visited  weekly,  and  the 
other  Posts  when  requisite.  The  case  of  "  gunshot  wound  "  has  done  well,  there  being 
no  complications  as  yet.  After  a  careful  examination,  immediately  after  the 
occurrence,  I  decided  that  any  attempt  to  remove  the  bullet  would  be  imprudent,  as 
it  was  a  small  bullet,  deeply  imbedded  in  the  muscles  of  the  thigh,  its  exact  location 
undetected,  nor  did  it  seem  to  have  done  much  injury  in  its  transit  As  the  accident 
happened  at  Edmonton,  and  the  patient  could  not  be  removed. 'Hospital  Sergeant 
Little  was  sent  to  attend  the  case.  He  did  his  duty  carefully  ana  well.  The  patient 
was  removed  ^m  Edmonton  on  the  25th  November,  and  I  hope  to  have  the  case 
out  of  hospital  in  a  few  days,  though  he  will  not  be  fit  for  "Ml  duty"  for  some  time. 

In  the  report  sent  to  you  a  year  ago,  notice  was  taken  of  the  stock  of  drugs  bein^ 
"  Ml  and  satisfactory  ;  the  hospital  was  fairly  comfoi*table,  &c.,  &c.  I  very  much 
regret  having  to  report  the  burning  of  that  hospital,  with  its  entire  contents,  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st  of  January  last.  Ere  the  fire  was  observed  it  had  obtained  so 
^reat  a  mastery  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  extinguish  it  or  save  the  contents.  The 
Toss  was  a  most  serious  one  to  all  concerned. 

A  temporary  surgery  and  the  requisite  drugs  were  obtained,  and  ready  by  sick 
parade  next  morning.  I  had  fortunately  a  well-fitted  amputating  case  at  Elamonton, 
which  supplied  all  the  instruments  required  for  ordinary  work,  so  that,  so  far  as  the 
sick  were  concerned,  no  inconvenience  or  loss  was  suffered. 

Permit  me  here  to  expi*ess  our  obligations  to  Superintendent  Grriesbach  for  his 
considerate  kindness  at  the  time,  and  his  prompt  exertions  in  obtaining  the  building 
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at  present  in  use,  and  rendering  it  suitable  for  occupation  as  a  hospital.  A  fair  sup- 
ply of  ihe  most  requisite  drugs  was  pi*omptl7  forwaraed  from  Begina,  and  six  Gai'fieid 
cots. 

As  I  understand  an  hospital  is  to  be  built  here  shortly,  I  need  pass  no  comment 
on  the  building  at  present  in  use  as  one,  save  that  it  has  been  rendered  as  comfortable 
and  suitable  for  patients  as  possible. 

Owing  to  arrangements  made  by  Superintendent  Griesbach,  the  men  are  not  so 
crowded  as  during  last  winter,  although  their  quai*ter8  are  in  much  the  same  state  as 
mentioned  in  last  year's  report.  He  has  also  had  the  guard-room  greatly  improved 
as  to  light,  and  benefited  as  regai-ds  ventilation,  by  the  insertion  of  an  additional 
window. 

I  herewith  enclose  estimates  of  the  druj^s,  &c.,  required  for  the  medical  and 
veterinary  depai-tments  during  the  year  1889.  Permit  me  to  observe  that  hitherto 
the  annual  supply  of  drugs,  &c.,  has  arrived  here  about  the  latter  end  of  November. 
Their  arrival  here  six  weeks  or  two  months  earlier  would,  I  believe,  be  a  decided 
improvement,  and  prevent  injurious  effects  that  might  arise  from  frost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

D.  TULLOCH,  CM.,  M.D. 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Begina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

GsNX&AL  Sick  Beport  for  "  G  "  Division  dui'ing  the  Ten  Months  ending  30th 

November  1888. 


Diseases. 


iz; 


rf 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Acne 

Balinitis 

Biliousness 

Bromodriosie{. 

Bruise 

Burn 

Bubo  (Traumatic) 

Catarrh  (Nasal) 

Garbuncle 

Chafe  (Saddle) 

Chest,  pain  in 

CoUc  

Conjnnctiyitis 

Corjza 

Cystitis 

Cephalalgia 

Deafness 

Debility 

Diarrhoea 

Ear-ache 

Eczema  of  lip 

Furunculus 

Febricula 

Gumboil 

Gunshot  wound 

Haemorrhoids  (Ex) 

Heart  affection 

Hordeolum 

Horse  bite 

do    kick 

Indigestion 

Injuries — 

Ankle 

Hand 

Hip 

Side 

Thumb 

Toe 

Lumbago. » 

Neuralgia 

Odontolgia 

Orchitis ..... 

Pleurodynia 

Rheumatism  Muscular 

Sciatica 

Sprain 

Strain 

Synovitis 

Tobacco  poisoning 

Tonsillitis 

Ulcer  of  tongue 

Urticaria 

Varicocele 

Warts 


1 
1 
13 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
5 
1 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 

2 

1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
4 
3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 


4 
1 

14 
1 
2 
6 

94 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
9 
6 
1 
1 
5 
1 
3 
1 
1 
•1 

20 
6 

37 

19 

228 

1 

4 

14 
1 

3 

45 

4 

3 

4 

16 

18 

3 

5 

12 

1 

2 

17 

21 

8 

16 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 


4 

1 

1 
1 

6 

1 
1 
1 

ft 

1 

1 

1* 
}* 

1 

1 

10 

6 

37 

6J 
114 
1 
4 

4 
16 

H 

12 
1 
2 

17 


% 


[tution. 

Effects  of  strain  and  a  weakened  consti- 
Improred. 


Still  in  hospital. 

Both  sent  to  Regina  to  be  invalided. 


From  excessive  chewing 


D.  TULLOCH,  CM.,  M.  J>. 
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APPENDIX   V. 


ANNUAL  RBPOET  OP  ACTING  ASSISTANT  SUEGEONG.  A.  KENNEDY,  1888 

Maolsod,  30ti[»  December,  1888. 

Sir, — ^In  compliance  with  your  telegram  of  the  27th  inst.  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  herewidi  annual  sick  reports  of  this  Post  up  to  Ist  September,  1888. 

Di\  Powell's  report  from  1st  September  to  30tn  November  was  forwarded  with 
Superintendent  Neaie's  annual  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  STEELE, 

Superintendent  Commanding  Macleod  District. 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

1  Begina. 

% 

Maoleod,  Alberta,  29th  December,  1888. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  annual  sick  report  for  "  H " 
Division  for  1888,  as  requested  by  the  Commissioner's  telegram  of  2'7th  inst. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  A.  KENNEDY, 

Asmtant'Sttrgeon 

Superintendent  Steele, 

Commanding  North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Macleod. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Annual  Sick  Report  for  "  H  "  Division,  Port  Macleod,  for  Year  ending  30th 

December,  1888. 


Difleases. 


"S 

^ 

§ 

|i 

go 

II 

S  o 

iz: 

iz: 

< 

1 

20 

20 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3i 

4 

48 

12 

1 

131 

131 

10 

20 

2 

2 

16 

8 

1 

2 

2 

5 

10 

2 

14 

168 

12 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1} 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

4 

12 

3 

2 

4 

2 

12 

36 

3 

4 

8 

2 

18 

36 

2 

4 

4 

1 

7 

14 

2 

1 

5 

5 

1 

5 

6 

3 

78 

26 

1 

12 

12 

1 

2 

2 

14 

42 

3 

27 

^  32 

lA 

3 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

12 

6 

17 

272 

16 

1 

36 

36 

1 

21 

21 

1 

20 

20 

2 

3 

li 

3 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

12 

3 

1 

3 

3 

8 

24 

3 

6 

10 

2 

1 

12 

12 

4 

4 

1 

2 

20 

10 

1 

2 

2 

2 

20 

10 

7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

12 

1 

2 

2 

10 

60 

5 

1 

10 

10 

1 

.  1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6 

6 

1 

2 

2 

3 

9 

3. 

1 

3 

3 

20 

140 

7 

Sargeon'8  Remarks. 


Adenitis .▼... 

Aphonia 

Anthrax 

Abscess 

Albaminuria 

Bronchitis 

Blistered  foot 

Braised  le^ 

Bronchial  irritation 

Bubo 

Biliousness 

Braised  face 

do      side 

Gontased  wound 

Gongestiye  chill 

Corns ^ 

Colic 

Chafe 

Coryza 

Cephalalgia 

Constipation 

Cracked  lips 

Cut  on  hand 

Convalescing. 

Circumcision 

Catarrh 

Debilitj 

Diarrhoea 

Dyspepsia 

Dislocated  finger 

Furuncle 

Frost  bite 

Fracture  of  metatorsol  bones. 

Fever  (Remittent) 

Hysteria 

Haemorrhoids 

Headache 

Kick  from  horse 

Laryngitis 

Lumbago 

Mumps 

Migraine 

Neuralgia 

No  upper  teeth 

Odontalgia 

Orchitis 

Pyrexia 

Parotitis 

Pharyngitis 

Palpitation  of  heart 

Prurigo 

Punctured  wound 

Rheumatism 

Renal  congestion 

Sprained  back 

do       ankle 

do       kne^ 

do       hand 

do       wrist 

do       finger 

Strains 


Under  treatment. 

Returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 

Sent  to  Regina. 

Returned  to  duty. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
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Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  "  H  "  Division,  Port  Macleod,  for  Year  ending  30th 
December,  1888 — Concluded, 


Dueases. 


%^ 

<M 

o 

o 

0 

II 

^t 

l^ 

1^ 

1 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

40 

40 

6 

204 

34 

1 

35 

35 

1 

66 

66 

1 

12 

12 

1 

2 

2 

2 

54 

27 

3 

18 

6 

9 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

32 

16 

1 

1 

1 

3 

15 

5 

1 

14 

14 

1 

8 

8 

15 

240 

16 

1 

5 

5 

1 

4 

4 

1 

5 

5 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Sore  hand 

do   throat ^ 

do   eyes 

Scarlatina 

Synovitis 

Striotnre 

Swollen  testicle 

do     knee ».... 

Scalded  foot. 

Scabies 

Tonsillitis 

Tooth  extracted 

Ulceration  of  tongue 

Ulceration  from  frost  bite. 

Urticaria 

Yaricose  veins » 

do       ulcer 

Vertigo 

Wounds,  flesh 

do      head 

do     incised.. 

do     of  foot 


Returned 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


toduty. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


G.  A.  KENNEDY, 

Acting  Assistant-Surgeon. 


17— llj 
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APPENDIX  W. 


ANNUAL  EBPOBT  OF  ACTING  ASSISTANT^UEGBON  C.  S.  BAULTAIN, 

1888. 

Wood  Mountain,  9th  November,  1888. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  period  daring  which  I  was 
in  medical  charge  of  the  division  stationed  at  Wood  Mountain  Post,  from  22nd  Hay 
to  9th  November. 

No  disease  or  accident  of  a  serious  natui*e  has  occurred,  the  only  febrile  cade 
being  one  of  tonsillitis. 

I  would  suggest  the  advisability  of  having  a  well  at  the  Post,  the  summer's  sup- 
ply having  been  drawn  from  a  spring  of  excellent  water  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant 
Tne  creek  cannot  be  regainled  as  safe,  receiving,  as  it  does,  the  drainage  fi*om  the 
settlers'  houses,  and  from  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  tg;rpho-malarial  fever  was  con- 
tracted last  year  by  some  of  those  men  quartered  at  the  old  Post  buildings,  in  its 
close  vicinity,  and  taking  from  it  their  water  supply. 

In  the  appended  report  ailments,  however  insignificant,  are  recorded,  unavoid- 
ably making  an  apparently  formidable  list. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Kr, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  HAULTAIN, 

Acting  Assistant-Surgeon, 

The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Begina.  ' 
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Sick  Eeport,  from  22nd  May  to  9th  November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


|i 


^1 


ri 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Abscessi  alveolar 

do      simple 

BilioQsness 

Contusions. 

Colic  (intestinal) 

Colds  and  coughs 

Conjunctivitis 

Constipation 

Axe  wounds 

Debility 

Diarrhoea 

Dyspepsia 

Facial  neuralgia 

Follicular  tonsillitis 

Foreign  body  in  cornea 

Gineiyitis 

Headache 

Haemorrhoids 

Impetigo 

Megrim 

Muscular  rheumatism 

Ophthalimia  tarsi 

Pleurodynia 

Rhinitis 

Renal  conjestion 

Sore  throat 

Sprain 

Strain 

Synovitis  <fall  from  horse).. 
l%eth  extracted 


6 

13 

6 

14 

8 

9 

5 

5 

12 

12 

4 

12 

2 

7 

4 

5 

5 


6 

? 

4 

3 

5 

1 
12 
12 

1 

3 

2 

7 

2 

5 

1 


21 
2 

12 
7 
4 
3 
4 
9 
3 
7 

21 


21 
2 

4 
3 
4 
2 
3 
2 
21 


C.  S.  HAULTAIN,  L.E.C.P.,  London, 

Acting  Assistant-Surgean. 
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APPENDIX    X. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OP  ACTING  ASSISTANT-SURGEON  P.  H. 

MBWBUEN,  1888. 

LsTHBBiDGE,  28th  December,  1888. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  annual  medical  report  for  this  Post  for  the 
year  1888. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  daring  the  past  year  the  health  of  the  men  of  this 
division  has  been  excellent.  No  case  or  really  serious  illness  has  occurred,  con- 
trasting most  favorably  with  last  year's  record.  There  have  been  some  serious 
surgiciu  cases,  but  the  results  of  treatment  have  been  satisfactory. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  hospital  was  provided,  which,  although, 
small,  meets  the  requirements  of  the  division  at  present,  and  has  proved  a  great 
boon,  enabling  sick  men  to  be  removed  from  barrack  rooms  and  brought  under  the 
best  possible  mfluence  for  recovery.  The  furniture  of  the  hospital  is  not  what  it 
should  be. 

At  present  there  are  no  surgical  instruments  or  appliances  at  this  post  Amongst 
the  diseases  shown  in  the  accompanying  report  colas  and  bronchitis  form  a  large 
share.  These  I  believe  to  be  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  ventilation  existing  in  the  barrack  rooms.  At  present  there  is  no  way  of 
changing  the  air  in  the  rooms,  which  soon  become  over-heated,  and  the  occupants 
passing  from  this  over-heated  atmosphere  to  the  outside  are  subjected  to  the  veiy 
mfluences  that  give  rise  to  the  disorders  mentioned  above. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  make  the  following  suggestions : — 

1.  That  the  hospital  be  fitted  up  with  proper  furniture. 

2.  That  surgical  instruments  and  appliances  be  provided. 

3.  That  the  ventilation  of  the  barrack  rooms  be  remedied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
FRANK  HAMILTON  MEWBURN, 

Acting  AssistagU-Surgeoiu 
The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Regina. 
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NOETH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Eeport,  from  Ist  December,  188*7,  to  30th  November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


Namber 

of 
Gases. 


Namber 

of 
Days. 


Average 
Duration. 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Abscess 

do    alveolar 

do    scrotal 

Acne.. , 

Adherent  prepuce 

Bilious  fever 

Bronchitis 

Bursitis « 

Bite  from  rattlesnake 

Chafe 

OoUc 

Contusion 

Comjunctivitis 

Constipation 

Corvza 

Debility *... 

Diarrhoea -. 

Dyspepsia 

Dysentery 

Erythema 

Ear-ache 

Febricula 

Fissure  of  anus 

Fistula  in  ano 

Fracture  of  fibula.. 

do       of  fibula  and  tibia  at  anklejoint 
Fracture  of  metatarsal  bone  of  big  toe 

of  left  foot  from  bullet  wound 

Frostbite 

Gastritis 

Herpes  labialis 

Hsemorrhoids 

lujurv  to  ankle... '. 

do     elbow 

do     musculo-spiral  nerve 

Lumbago 

Myfli[ia 

Malana 

Neuralgia 

do      inter-costal » 

do      of  cicatrix , 

do      cervical 

Odontolgia 

Orchitis 

Parotiditis 

Periostitis .« 

Periosteal  node 

do  and  myalgia 

Pleurodynia 

Pnuitis-ani 

Rheumatism,  sub-acute 

do  muscular 

Sprain  of  ankle» 

do     wrist 

do     elbow 

Sciatica 

Scabies 

TonsilUtis 

Tobacco  poisoning 

Ulcer 


2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

13 
1 
1 
9 
6 

28 
3 
6 

23 
7 

19 

13 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
9 
5 
« 
16 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
8 
2 
1 
3 
1 
4 
1 
1 


12 
5 

29 

1 

6 

6 

66 

91 

2 

23 

7 

281 

4 

10 

52 

88 

38 

17 

9 

11 

7 

5 

17 

113 

45 

140 

129 
17 
7 
1 
« 
2 
1 

12 

45 

6 

81 

31 

5 

7 

26 

2 

58 

17 

58 

1 

40 

3 

1 

10 

1 

27 

13 

6 

21 

1 

12 
1 
4 


6 
5 
29 
1 
6 
3 

2 
2 

I 

11 

7 

113 
45 
140 


129 


3 


1 

2 
2 

1 

12 
6 

■I 

7 

26 

1 

1?* 

40 
3 

1 


Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
In  hospital. 
Cured. 

do 
Stable  duty  only. 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
In  hospital. 

In  hospital. 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
On  pass. 
Off  duty. 
Cured. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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Annual  Sick  Report,  from  let  December,  1887,  to  30th  November,  1888 — Concluded. 


Diseases. 


Number 

of 
Oases. 


Nomber 
Dtkji 


Arerage 
Duration. 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Ulceration  of  mouth 

Urticaria 

Valgus 

Vancocele 

Varix  of  leg 

Wound  of  heel 

do       hand 

do       lip 

do       scalp 

do       incised .... 


2 

1 

353 

1 

1 

10 

1 

6 

23 

13 


2 

I 
117} 

1 
10 

1 
6 

3 


Cured, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


FEANK  HAMILTON  MBWBURN, 

Acting  Asststant-Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX    Y. 

RBPOET  OP  STAPP-SEEGEANT  J.  L.  TULLOCH,  IN  CHAEGE  AT 

MAPLE  CEEEK. 

Maple  Greek,  10th  December,  1888. 

Sm, — I  have  the  honor  to  forwaM  herewith  the  annual  sick  report  for  this  Post 
for  the  past  year.  Since  I  joined  the  division,  in  the  end  of  December  last,  the  health 
of  the  men  has  been  very  good. 

The  large  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  quality  of  the 
water,  which  is  very  bad,  being  strongly  alkaline.  Whatever  else  is  done  for  this 
Post,  a  good,  deep  well,  which  shall  nimish  pure  water,  is  a  matter  of  paramount 
impoi'tance.  The  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  shown  on  the  i*eport  does  not  repre- 
sent the  total  of  those  suffering  from  this  complaint,  as  I  found  it  advisable  to  keep 
**  Diarrhoea  Mixture  "  in  stock  ready  prepared,  and  to  issue  it  in  doses  as  requir^ 
without,  in  all  case6,  having  special  sick  reports  made  out  for  the  sufferers. 

There  have  been  ten  cases  of  malarial,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  this  country, 
"  mountain  "  fever,  but  in  every  case  in  which  it  was  taken  in  time  it  readily  yielded 
to  treatment.  Two  cases  are  shown  on  my  report  as  still  under  treatment,  but  they 
are  both  convalescent.  As  regards  one  of  those  cases,  that  of  Staff-Sereeant 
McGinnis,  there  can  be  doubt  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  the  fever  for  at 
least  a  week  before  he  c&me  in  for  treatment  from  Swift  Cun*ent  where  he  was 
stationed  on  detachment.  His  case  was,  for  that  reason,  somewhat  more  tedious,  but 
I  eventually  succeeded  in  breaking  the  fever.  After  he  was  so  far  convalescent  as  to 
be  able  to  sit  up  he  caught  cold  in  the  ward,  and,  as  a  consequence,  experienced  a 
relapse.    After  a  somewhat  anxious  time  he  is  now  again  convalescent. 

I  mention  this  to  show  the  uttei'ly  inadequate  nature  of  oui*  protection  from 
draughts  in  the  present  hospital.  The  building,  though  recently  ooarded  outside. 
has  cbied  and  shrunk  to  such  an  extent  that  the  wind  now  whistles  through  the  walls 
on  every  side.  Added  to  this,  the  portion  of  the  building  which  was  evidently 
intended  as  the  kitchen,  but  which  has  only  been  used  as  a  lumber  i*oom  since  I 
came  here,  is  out  of  repair,  admitting  freely  both  wind  and  rain,  and  as  it  is  separ- 
ated from  the  wai-d  only  by  a  single  door  it  will  be  readily  underatood  that  the 
temperature  of  the  wai'd  is  difficult  to  regulate.  Were  this  portion  of  the  building 
thoroughly  overhauled,  made  weather-proof,  and  put  to  its  original  use  as  a  kitchen, 
the  comfort  and  safety  of  patients  would  be  largely  increased.  At  present,  all  the 
patients'  meals  have  to  be  carried  fi'om  the  troop  kitchen,  or  further,  a  state  of  affairs 
which  is  neither  comfortable  nor  convenient. 

The  wai'd  itself,  both  in  ground  area  and  height,  is  totally  inadequate  to  the 
probable  requirements  of  this  division,  and  in  case  of  a  serious  outbreak  of  malarial 
or  other  disease  this  will  be  lamentably  evident. 

The  number  of  cases  of  colds  and  coughs  is  due,  in  large  measure,  to  over-heating 
and  imperfect  ventilation  of  the  barrack  rooms,  which  a  little  cai*e  would  remedy. 

The  general  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Post,  with  the  exception  of  the  water,  are 
excellent 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  TULLOCH, 

Staff-Sergeant,  Hospital, 
The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


W6 


NORTH-WEST  MOXJNTED  POLICE. 
Annital  Sick  Beport  for  the  Year  ending  30th  November,  1888. 


DiseMes. 


IS 


Surgeon' g  Remarki. 


Alyeolar  abscess 

Bilionsiiess 

Blistered  feet 

Bronchitis 

Carbuncle 

Catarrh 

Chilblains 

Cephalalgna  (after  feyer).. 

Colds  and  coughs 

Colic 

Concussion  of  spine 

Congestion  of  kidneys 

Constipation 

Contusions 

Deafness 

Diarrhoea. •. 

Dysentery 

Dyspepsia 

Fevers  (Malarial) 

Frostbite 

Haemorrhoids 

Incontinence  of  urine 

Kick  from  horse 

Laryngitis 

Necrosis  (after  frostbite.... 

Odontalgia 

Old  fracture  (Tibia) 

Ophthalmia 

Orchitis 

Periostitis 

Pleuralgia 

Rheumatism  (Muscular)... 

Scald „...:... 

Sciatica 

Sore  lips 

Sprains 

Sympathetic  bubo 

Synoyitis 

Tonsillitis 

Varix 

Wound,  incised,  of  nose.. 


11 
16 

1 
32 
5 
9 
10 
1 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
2 
1 
3 
1 

14 
3 
2 
4 
1 
1 


2 

4 

53 

9 

3 

16 

81 

9 

16 

3 

15 

142 

2 

39 

26 

12 

161 

136 

4 

32 

3 

10 

•38 

3 

16 

2 

9 

46 

15 

7 

3 

10 

4 

43 

114 

90 

11 

66 

6 


4 

J* 

4 
53 

3 

3 
16 

I? 

16 
3 

r 

4 

38 

1 
16 

2 

9 
46 

3 

I* 

45 

2* 
66 
5 


Returned  to  duty 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
<fo 
do 
do 
do 


2  still  under  treatment ;  8  returned  to  d«tj 
Returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

1  sent  to  Regina ;  2  returned  to  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

Sent  to  Regina. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

Sent  to  Medicine  Hat. 
Returned  to  duty. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Sent  to  Regina. 
Returned  to  duty. 


JOHN  L.  TXJLLOCH,  Staff  Sergeant, 

Hospital  Steward, 
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APPENDIX  Z. 


AISTNUAL  RBPOET  OF  VETBEINAEY  SUEGEON  J.  BUENETT,  1888. 

Eegina,  26th  December,  1888. 

Ser, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
December,  1888. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  I  have  been  off  duty  for  the  past  two  months,  offering 
with  fever,  my  time  fpr  writing  this  repprt  is  so  short  thlut  I  cannot  possibly  go  into 
details  as  I  would  like  to  have  done. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  I  visited  Maple  Ci*eek,  Calgary,  Lethbridge  and 
Battleford.  I  found  the  horses  at  these  Posts  in  good  shape  and  condition,  with  the 
exception  of  those  that  had  contracted  "typhoid  fever." 

In  most  of  the  outpost  stables  great  improvement  might  be  made  in  the  flooring, 
whereby  the  horses  could  be  made  to  stand  with  their  fore-feet  on  a  clay  floor. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that,  at  present,  there  are  no  contagious  or  infectious 
diseases  among  the  Police  hoi*ses,  and  reports  from  the  outposts  indicate  a  wonderful 
good  state  of  health  among  the  horses  for  this  season  of  the  yeai*,  which  is  usually 
marked  by  a  gi*eat  many  cases  of  diseases  of  the  respiratoiy  organs. 

During  the  past  summer  127  re-mounts  were  purchased  at  Calgary,  Macleod  and 
Pincher  Creek,  ail  of  which  have  turned  out  first-class  horses.  Some  few  of  these 
horses  were  brought  in  from  Oregon,  and  ai*e  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  Oregon 
horses.  The  majority,  however,  were  bred  and  raised  in  Alberta,  and  show  a 
wonderftil  improvement  in  intelligence,  symmetiy  and  stamina  over  those  bred  in 
the  country  a  few  years  ago.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  horse  breeders  are 
taking  a  more  common-sense  view  of  raising  horses,  most  of  them  having  thoi*oughly 
culled  their  bands  of  mares,  and  picking  out  the  small  and  off-colored  animals,  and 
using  only  well  bred  stallions. 

very  few  of  the  "Alberta"  bred  horses  purchased  this  yeai*  showed  any 
tendency  to  buck,  an  exercise  whereby  QJiite  a  number  of  hoi*ses  permanently  injure 
themselves  before  they  are  broken.  This  very  objectionable  trait  is  becoming 
gradually  bred  out.  A  remarkable  instance  of  this  was  shown  in  the  horses  offered 
Dv  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Strong,  of  Macleod;  out  of  sixty  horses  offered  for  sale  by  him 
all  but  three  or  four  of  the  number  having  been  bred  in  Alberta,  and  |tbout  half  of 
them  saddled  for  the  first  time,  very  few  showed  any  inclination  to  buck.  In  my 
last  repoii;  I  recommended  that  a  number  of  hoi-ses  that  did  not  come  up  to  the  fifteen- 
hand  standard  be  purchased  for  patrolling  purposes.  My  recommendation  was  acted 
upon,  and  the  small  horses  have  been  found  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  purchased  fully  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  larger  horses. 

On  the  21st  August  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Lethbridge  to  investigate  a 
disease  that  had  broken  out  among  the  horses  of  "K"  Division,  from  which  a 
number  had  died.  This  disease  proved  to  be  "  typhoid  fever,"  showing  the  same 
symptoms  as  those  exhibited  in  tne  human  subject,  post-mortem  appearances  being 
exactly  the  same,  which  made  the  disease  impossible  to  mistake. 

During  my  stay  with  "  K  "  Division  I  visited  the  detachments  at  Kipp's  Coulee, 
Milk  Eiver  Eidffe  and  the  Writing-on-Stone.  Prom  Lethbridge  I  proceeded  to- 
Battleford,  and  there  found  eight  hoi*ses  suffering  from  "  typhoid  fever,"  showing  the 
same  symptoms  as  those  presented  by  the  horses  of  "  K  "  IMvisiop. 

In  the  treatment  of  these  cases  the  same  coui-se  was  adopted,  as  near  as  possible,  as 
that  followed  by  the  majority  of  medical  men,  and  proved  successful  in  seven  out  of 
the  eight  cases.  The  horse  that  died  had  been  doing  well  for  two  weeks  and 
appeared  to  be  recovering  veiy  fast,  when  an  effusion  of  serum  at  the  base  of  the 
bi*ain  brought  on  paralysis,  terminating  in  death. 

Before  leaving  Battleford  the  other  seven  horses  had  so  far  recovered  that  I  had 
their  rations  slightly  increased. 
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Thei*e  is  no  doubt  but  the  infection  of  this  disease  was  brought  fi*om  Millef  & 
Banch,  on  the  Manas  Eiver,  in  Montana,  where  two  horses  that  had  stampeded  from 
Writing-on-Stone  detachment  were  found.  Out  of  fourteen  hoi*ses  owned  hy  Miller, 
attacked  by,  I  presume,  the  same  disease,  twelve  died.  In  two  or  three  days  after 
these  two  Police  horees  were  brought  back  thev  showed  every  symptom  of  typhoid 
fever,  one  of  them  dying  in  a  very  short  time,  the  other  ultimately  recovering.  The 
disease  rapidly  spread  to  other  horses  of  the  Writing-on-Stone  detachment,  and  from 
there  to  hoi*ses  of  other  detachments. 

Neaily  eveiy  horse  that  contracted  typhoid,  and  could  not  be  sheltered,  owing  to 
the  distance  they  were  from  the  Post,  and  those  that  were  allowed  to  run  out  dunug 
the  day  time,  died.  The  heat  of  the  sun  and  the  exercise  they  took  tended  to  increase 
the  fever. 

In  my  opinion,  typhoid  was  spi*ead  over  a  considerable  portion  of  north- 
western Montana,  westeiH  stock  journals  occasionally  mentioning  outbreaks  of  a 
mysterious  disease  that  was  killing  numbers  of  horses  in  that  portion  of  the  State. 

Stringent  measures  should,  therefore  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  typhoid 
to  the  range  horses,  should  another  outbreak  occur.  Horses  coming  ffom  Montana, 
should  be  carefully  examined  by  competent  veterinary  suigeons. 

I  would  again  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  new  stables  at 
this  Post,  and  that  you  ui'ge  upon  the  Department  the  necessity  of  building  new  ones. 

A  new  infirmary  is  especially  needed.  At  present  there  is  no  way  that  horses  suf- 
fei'ing  fi*om  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  can  be  isolated,  should  any  hoi'se  be 
brought  in  suffering  from  mange,  glanders  or  other  infectious  or  contagious  diseases, 
any  of  which  might  spread  and  do  an  enormous  amount  of  damage  before  they  could 
be  stamped  out.  As  there  is  no  drainage  or  pi^oper  meaQs  of  ventilation,  a  very  serious 
outbreak  of  disease  is  liable  to  occui*  at  any  time. 

SADDLES. 

While  visiting  the  outposts  where  the  "Hutchins"  double  cinche  saddles  are  in 
use,  I  made  particular  enquiries  about  these  saddles  from  the  men  using  them.  They 
all  spoke  very  highly  of  them,  informing  me  that  thev  found  them  more  comfortable 
to  nde  in,  and  as  they  fitted  the  hoi*ses  so  well  they  had  not  had  near  as  much 
trouble  with  80i*e  backs  and  saddle  galls  as  they  had  had  while  using  the  California 
single  cinche  saddle. 

Trusting  that  my  services  and  those  of  the  Assistant  Veterinaiy  Surgeon  and 
Veterinaiy  Qtafl-Sei'geants  under  my  immediate  supei'vision  have  met  with  your 
approval, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sii*, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
The  Commissioner  J.  BUENETT, 

North-West  Mounted  Police,  Veterinary  Siargeoti. 

Begina. 

NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Vbtbrinaby  Ebturn  of  Cases  treated  dunng  the  Year  1888. 


Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.... 

do         lynphatics 

do        nenrous  system 

do        eye 

do        di^^estiye  organs 

do        unnary  organs 

do        pedal  system 

Oontaffioas  and  infections  diseases.. 
Wounds 


75 
18 
13 
17 
7 
80 
11 
313 


J.  BUENETT,  YS. 
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APPENDIX    AA. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  ASSISTANT  YETBEINAET  SUEGEON  T.  A. 

WEOUGHTON,  1888. 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

FoBT  Maoleod,  2?th  December,  1888. 

Sib, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my  report,  for  the  year  ending  20th  • 
November,  1888. 

During  the  early  part  of  this  year  and  up  to  the  beginning  of  May  I  was  in  vete- 
rinary charge  of  the  horses  of  **  F  "  Division  stationed  at  Prince  Albert.  While  there 
I  was  ordered  to  hand  over  my  charge  to  Staflf-Sergeant  Sweetapple  and  report  for 
dutv  at  Begina.  This  I  did.  The  health  of  the  horses  at  that  time  was  very  good, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  suffering  fi^om  a  mild  fonn  of  influenza. 

Soon  after  my  aiTival  in  Begma  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Fort  Macleod, 
which  I  did,  arriving  about  the  16th  May,  1888.  I  then  took  over  the  veterinary 
charge  of  the  district,  viz.,  Macleod  and  ijethbridge,  both  Veterinaiy  Surgeon  Bur- 
nett and  myself  recommending  the  casting  of  several  horses  of  both  divisions,  ^s  they 
wei'e  unfit  for  police  duty.  This  was  done,  and  many  of  them  fetched  veiy  fair  prices, 
considering  they  were  mostly  used  up  horses,  their  places  in  the  division  being 
filled  most^  by  young  re-mounts  purchased  about  the  same  time. 

On  17th  August,  1888,  Superintendent  Steele,  with  men  and  horses  of  "  D " 
Troop,  arrived  in  Macleod.  The  horses  on  the  whole,  considering  the  bad  roads, 
scaicity  of  feed  and  hardships  incident  to  a  long  trip,  where  in  very  good  condition, 
with  a  few  exceptions.  Most  notably  among  those  was  one  horse  which  evidently 
must  have  been  suffering  from  acute  laminitis.  Eifusion  having  taken  place  the 
sensitive  laminaa  of  both  the  wall  and  sole  of  the  foot  has  been  separated  from  the 
homy  laminsB.  The  gi'eater  part  of  the  sole  and  also  the  wall  of  the  foot  had  to  be 
removed,  and  the  horse  has  been  unfit  for  duty  for  a  long  time.  However,  he  is  now 
doinff  nicely,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  he  will  be  a  usefVil  horse  yet. 

Nearly  all  the  re-mounts  that  were  purchased  this  spring,  I  am  glad  to  say,  have 
turned  out  very  well.  A  few  cases  of  lameness  have  occurred,  but  this  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  the  horses  were  partially  broken,  and  required  some  hai  d  riding. 
However,  none  of  the  injuries  were  of  a  serious  nature. 

Two  of  the  re-mounts  belonging  to  "  K  "  Division  unfortunately  conti*acted  the 
disease  which  carried  off  quite  a  few  of  the  horses  of  that  division.  The  disease  was 
bi-ought  over  from  Montana.  Two  Police  hoi-ses  having  strayed  over  the  line  on  or 
about  the  4th  May  they  were  brought  back  from  Miller's  ranche  on  the  9th  of  June, 
when  one  of  them  was  taken  sick  and  brought  into  the  Post  for  treatment.  He  subse- 
quently recovered,  but  will  be  of  little  use,  as  his  wind  is  destroyed.  The  other  horse, 
his  companion,  a  little  while  afterwards  succumbed.  I  have  since  learnt  that  on  the 
Miller  ranche,  out  of  fourteen  horses  owned  by  Mr.  Miller,  twelve  have  died. 

The  disease  at  first  was  very  puzzling,  the  symptoms  being  undefined  and  not 
at  all  diagnostic — a  listless,  dull  appearance;  injected  mucous  membranes ;  appetite 
capricious  or  wholly  lost ;  a  dry  glaring  coat;  temperature  elevated,  ranging  from  103^ 
to  106^;  pulse  rapid  and  varied;  a  watery  discharge  from  one  or  both  nostrils.  No 
flinching  or  pain  manifested  itself,  and  no  marked  abnormal  sounds  were  heard  and 
on  auscultation,  the  disease  running  its  course  in  from  five  to  seven  davs.  Indeed,  so 
rapidly  did  death  ensue  that  in  many  cases  I  was  unable  to  aiTive  before  death  had 
supervened,  although  using  all  possible  speed.  The  majority  of  horses  have  died  at 
Milk  Eiver  Sidge  and  Writing-on-Stone  detachments,  respectively,  forty  and  seventy 
miles  from  Lethbrid^e. 

The  disease  I  believe  to  be  a  typhoidal  form  of  infiuenza,  an  uncommon  and  veiy 
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fatal  form,  the  posUmortem  examinations  in  many  cases  revealing  ulcerations  both 
in  the  large  and  small  intestines ;  and  in  one  case  especially  I  noticed  ulcers  situated 
in  close  proximity  to  the  ilio-coecal  valve.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  chief  seat  of  these 
lesions  in  human  typhoid. 

The  disease  in  itself  is  of  a  very  serious  nature,  and  added  to  this,  most  of  the 
horses  contracted  it  whilst  on  detachment,  where  proper  care,  nursing,  feeding,  Ac., 
were  out  of  the  question.  They  could  not  be  moved,  and  even  if  they  could  it  would 
have  been  unwise  to  have  brought  them  into  the  fort,  as  there  is  no  isolated  sick 
stable.  This  I  would  call  your  attention  to,  as  I  think  the  headquarters  of  each  Post 
should,  if  possible,  be  pi'ovided  with  a  hospital  stable,  and  tblB  stable  should  be 
•  isolated  as  much  as  possible  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  a  conta^ous  nature. 

The  outbreak  was  undoubtedly  of  a  contagious  natui^e,  and  I  believe  the  medium 
of  communication  to  have  been  the  grass  and  herbage,  soiled  by  the  saliva  or  excreta 
of  infected  animals. 

Great  care  was  taken  to  bury  all  carcases,  and  also  to  destroy  all  artu[)le8  likely 
to  harbor  conta^on,  whilst  other  articles,  ;as  saddles,  Ac,  were  well  washed  and 
disinfected.  All  camps  were  moved  where  the  disease  had  shown  itself,  and  some 
had  to  be  shifted  two  and  even  three  times.  Unfoi'tunately,  in  a  force  like  this  it  is 
a  pi*actical  impossibility  to  keep  horses  altogether  separate,  and  several  team  horses, 
whilst  conveying  rations  and  stores  to  the  detachments,  contracted  the  disease, 
although  every  precaution  was  taken  to  keep  them  isolated. 

The  disease,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  entirely  stamped  out,  and  considering 
the  serious  natui'e  of  the  outbi*eak  I  think  we  may  justly  congratulate  ourselves. 
This  is  more  readily  understood  when  we  consider  that  there  is  a  chain  of  patrols 
fi-om  the  mountains  to  beyond  Maple  Greek,  and  that  horses  from  four  different  divi- 
sions all  ran  more  or  less  risk  of  becoming  contaminated. 

As  regards  other  contagious  diseases,  I  have  oi*dered  the  destruction  of  six 
civilian  horses  in  this  district,  as  they  wei'e  suffering  from  glanders.  No  Police 
horses,  however,  have  suffered. 

The  stabling  at  this  Post,  with  the  new  stable  now  undergoing  erection,  will,  I 
think,  be  amply  sufficient  for  all  horses.  The  large  fifame  stable  now  in  use  is  veiv 
cold,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  to  take  up  the  board  floor  and  replace  it  with 
earth.  This  will  be  a  great  improvement,  not  only  as  regards  the  temperature  of  the 
stable,  but  will  also  be  very  beneflcial  to  the  horses'  feet. 

The  hospital  stable  has  been  improved  lately,  and  is  capable  of  holding  some 
eighteen  horses.  We  have  no  place,  however,  for  isolating  any  horses  which  may  be 
suffering  or  suspected  of  suffermg  from  any  contagious  disease. 

A  sick  stable  is  also  urgently  needed  at  Let£bridge,  the  headquarters  ot  "  K  " 
Division.  A  part  of  one  of  flie  large  stables  has  been  partitioned  off  for  that  pui-pose. 
This  is  better  than  nothing,  but  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  I  do  not  think  it  is 
advisable. 

The  horse-shoe  used  at  this  Post  has  given  satisfaction.  Horses  have  to  be  shod 
fit'equently,  owing  to  the  dry,  stony  nature  of  the  country  round  the  Post,  shoes  some- 
times being  pulled  off  bodily  the  very  day  they  are  put  on. 

A  large  number  of  horses  are  now  on  detachment,  and  are  frequently  visited  by 
myself,  and  although  worked  hard  they  are  looking' well  and  in  excellent  health. 

The  horses  not  in  use  at  the  Post,  or  on  detachment,  are  on  herd,  about  five  miles 
from  Macleod.  These  horaes  are  visited  by  myself  twice  a  week  and  are  herded  by  a 
detachment  of  men  told  off  for  that  purpose. 

I  enclose  an  appendix  of  diseases  from  the  15th  May  to  the  SOth  November  for 
"  H  "  Division,  ana  of  "  D  "  Division  from  17th  August  up  to  the  30th  November, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Yom'  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  WEOUGHTON,  V.S., 
'  The  (Commissioner  Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POWCB. 

"H"  Division— HoBSBB. 
Veterinary  Cases,  16th  May  to  30th  November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


o 
go 


"SO 


So 


Veternary  Sargeon's  Remarks. 


Acute   laminitis 

Burnt  with  picqnet  rope 

Bmised  ft'og 

CaUrrh 

Corns 

Oolonitis 

Oalls :. 

Gored  by  bull 

Fistulous  withers.. 

Injuries  inflicted  bj  a  kick 

Injury  to  forearm 

do     tibia 

patella 

hip 

shoulder 

hock 

tendon 

pectoral  muscles 

Lacerated  fetlock 

Nephritis 

Nayicular  arthritis 

Oyer-reach 

Open  joint..., 

Pumiced  feet... 

Partial  rupture  of  perforanstendon 

Puncturea  by  fork 

do  nails  in  feet.. 

Splints 

Serious  abscess..... 

Sprained  fetlock 

Sprained  shoulder 

Sprain  of  suspensory  ligament. 


1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
1 

17 
1 
2 
2 
2 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


6 

4 

9 

16 

20 

3 

176 

18 

63 

63 

16 

7 

5 

6 

7 

16 

12 

4 

27 

6 

10 

4 

84 

7 

16 
10 
27 
70 
23 
44 
6 
6 


6 
4 
9 
8 
5 
3 
10 
18 


7 

6 

6 

7 
16 
12 

4 
27 

5 
10 

4 
84 

7 

16 
10 
13J 
23 
23 
11 

6 

6 


Returned  to  duty 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


dd 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 

CO 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
'do 
do 


Relieyed,  and  at  work. 

do  do 

do  do 

Returned,  and  sent  to  Edmonton. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Oast  and  sold. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 
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NOETH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

"  D  "  Division — ^Horses. 

Veterinary  Cases,  17th  August  to  30th  November,  1888. 


Diseases. 


9   S 


©M 


go 


Veterinary  Sargeon's  Remarks. 


Acute  laminitis 

Bruised  frog 

Catarrh 

Contracted  hoof.... 

Corjza 

Dropsy 

Ervsipilas 

Innamed  back 

Lymphangitis 

Puncture 

Quarter  crack 

Saddle  galls 

Seedy  toe 

Side  bone 

Sitfasts 

Splint... 

Sprained  fetlock.... 

do       shoulder. 

do  tendon.... 
Thrush 


8 

10 

20 

4 

3 

15 

36 

17 

8 

9 

9 

36 

91 

38 

26 

14 

8 

38 

6 

5 


8 

5 
10 

4 

3 
15 
36 
17 

8 

f 

18 
91 
38 
13 
14 

8 
38 

6 

5 


Returned  to  duty. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Doing  well  and  will  soon  be  fit  for  duty. 
On  herd :  relicTed ;  only  fit  for  slow  work. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 
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APPENDIX  B13. 


Recapitulation  of  Criminal  and   other  Cases  disposed  of  in  the  North-Woat 
TeiTitories,  fi-om  Ist  December,  1887,  to  30th  November,  1888. 


Case. 


O 


o 
S 


5 

O 


ABsaalt 

Larceny 

Illegal  possession  of  liquors 

Selling  intoxicants 

Non-payment  of  wages - 

Murder 

Shooting  with  intent  to  kill 

Larcenj  from  the  person 

Gambling 

Creating  a  disturbance- 

Deserting  employment 

Attempting  to  murder 

Accessory  to  murder 

Horse  stealing.. 

Lunatics 

Cruelty  to  animals 

Vargancy 

Trespass 

Receiving  stolen  property 

Indecent  assault 

Malicious  injury  to  cattle 

Threatening  to  shoot 

Drunk 

Drunk  and  disorderly 

Drunk  and  nsin^  obscene  language.. 

Disturbing  public  worship 

Killing  cattle 

SelliDg  intoxicants  to  Indians 

Miscellaneous 

Setting  fire  to  prairie 

Perjury 

Forgery 


7 
11 
21 

1 


3  I 


Libel 

Importing  liquor 

Aiding  and  abetting  importing  liquor.... 

Embezzlement 

Wounding 

House-breaking 

Robbery  

Obtaining  railway  pass  under  false  pre- 
tences   

Felonious  assault 1 

Obstructing  police  in  discbarge  of  duty.. 

Felonj 

Furious  driving 

Fighting  in  public  streets 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences... 
Bringing  stolen  property  into  Canada.... 

Breach  of  contract .- 

Burglary 

Cattle  stealing 

Having     Nortn-West    Mounted     Police 
property  in  unlawful  possession 


1 

2 

19 


4 

1 

15 

10 


Total.. 


105 


21 


26 


46 


17 


77 


27 


61 


19 
4 

10 
6 


1  I 


66 


49 
24 
70 
33 

7 


1 

1 

16 

6 


I 
17 
13 
3 
6 
1 


2 
3 
3 
11 
49 
1 


2 
12 
11 
22 

2 


420 


17—12 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP 


COMMISSIONER  L.  W.  HERCHMER, 

NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE,  1889. 


North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Office  op  the  Commissioner, 

Ebgina,  18th  December,  1889. 

The  Eight  Honourable 

Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Gt.C.B., 

Minister  of  Eailways  and  Canals, 
Ottawa. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  my  annual  report  for  the  j'ear  ended  the 
30th  November,  1889,  together  with  the  annual  reports  of  the  following  ofiSlcers  for 
the  same  period : — 

The.  Assistant  Commissioner, 
Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton, 
Superintendent  Mclllree, 
do  Gagnon, 

do  Deane, 

do  Steele, 

do  Perry, 

do  Giiesbach, 

do  Antrobus, 

do  Jarvis, 

Inspector  Sanders, 

do        McGribbon, 
Senior  Surgeon  Jukes. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen, 
do  do       Par^, 

do  do       Dodd, 

do  do       Fraser, 

do  do       Haultain, 

Actinff  Assistant  Surgeon  Bain, 

do  do      Mewburn, 

do  do       Tofield, 

Hospital  Sergeant  Braithwaite, 
Veterinary  Surgeon  Burnett, 
Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon  Wroughton, 
Veterinary  Sergeant  Pringle. 

Patrols. 

The  attached  map  will  show  a  considerable  change  in  the  routes  taken  by  our 
patrols  during  the  last  year,  caused  in  many  instances,  by  the  entire  absence  oi 
water  on  old  routes,  and  in  some,  by  the  increase  of  settlements,  necessitating  more 
extended  patrols.    As  a  result,  horse-stealing  even  among  Indians,  has  almost  to- 
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tally  disappeared  ftx)in  the  list  of  orimes.  Some  animals  are  still  stolen  from  across 
the  line,  but  are  invariably  recovered  and  returned  to  the  United  States  authorities. 
Several  reported  cases  of  biinging  stolen  horses  into  Canada  have  occurred,  but  on 
investigation  the  charges  have  fallen  through. 

One  Brazier  who  committed  a  brutal  murder  in  Montana  fled  to  this  side 
with  a  stolen  horse,  was  promptly  arrented  and  handed  over  to  the  United  States 
sheriif,  without  extradition,  he  having  waived  his  right.  The  horse  is  still  in  our 
possession,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  owner. 

Our  patrols  have  been  the  means  of  preventing  the  arrival  of  glandered  horses 
in  this  country  from  the  States  on  several  occasions,  and  many  suffering  fi-om  this 
disease  have  been  detected  and  destroyed  in  our  own  territory. 

Very  few  desertions  have  been  reported  to  us  from  the  United  States  Army, 
and  very  few  bad  characters  have  drifted  to  our  side  of  the  line. 

The  erection  of  comfoi*table  outposts  has,  as  foreshadowed  in  my  last  report, 
received  a  great  deal  of  attention,  most  comfortable  quarters  have  been  erected 
at  Kipp,  Porcupine  Hills,  St.  Marys,  Writing-on-stone,  Milk  Eiver  Ridge,  and  other 
places,  and  great  improvements  have  been  made  at  many  other  outposts,  notably 
Banff,  where  new  ofl0lcer*s  quarters  and  an  orderly  i*oom  have  been  erected.  The 
skilled  and  other  labour,  on  all  these  improvements,  has  been  done  entirely  by 
police,  and  the  clerk  of  public  works  and  other  qualified  critics  who  have  seen 
much  of  the  work  speak  in  the  highest  praise  of  the  workmanship  and  comparative 
cost;  a  gi'eat  saving  to  the  department,  as  well  as  increased  efficiency,  will 
ensue.  At  Kipp,  we  were  paying  $27.50  per  month  for  a  poor  house  and  stable; 
at  the  cost  of  about  $1,500  we  have  erected  splendid  barracks,  stable,  outhouses 
and  corral,  which  afford  us  ample  accommodation :  competent  men  value  these  impro- 
vements at  $2,500.  The  erection  of  other  outposts  will  enable  us  to  keep  men 
out  all  winter  so  that  when  the  weather  moderates  the  pati'ols  can  start  out  at 
once,  and  return  to  buildings  if  the  weather  becomes  dangerous  without  travelling, 
in  some  cases  160  miles  fVom  quarters  as  fonnerly,  and  saving  the  men  and  horses 
from  great  hardships  and  risk.  I  propose,  with  your  consent,  to  erect  numerous 
outposts  next  year,  thus  doing  away  almost  .entirely  with  tents,  which  owing 
to  tne  high  gales  are  very  short  lived  requiring  constant  renewal  and  entailing 
great  expense. 

During  September,  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Customs  was  driven,  in 
Police  transport,  along  our  line  of  patrols  on  the  frontier*  These  patrols  now 
extend  .from  Gretna — 28  miles  east  of  the  Eed  Biver  to  the  Eocky  Mountains— a 
distance  of  about  800  miles,  and  most  of  the  Customs  Department  work  on  this 
immense  line  is  done  by  my  command. 

The  force  sent  into  Manitoba  last  year  for  frontier  duty,  in  connection  with 
the  Departments  of  Customs  and  the  Interior,  has  been  considerably  augmented, 
and  is  still  under  the  command  of  Inspector  McGibbon.  The  issue  of  wood  permits 
is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  our  men,  and  between  their  various  vocations 
they  have  plenty  to  do,  and  I  think  both  Departments  are  satisfied  with  our  work. 

The  wishes  of  settlers  for  increased  Police  protection  have,  when  after  proper 
inquiry  found  necessary,  invariably  been  coniplied  with. 

For  the  first  time.  Police  were  sent  into  Keewatin  at  the  request  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governors  of  Manitoba,  and  the  North  West  Territories.  A  party  under 
Inspector  Begin,  proceeded  to  Grand  Bapids  on  the  first  boat,  and  remained  in  the 
vicmity  part  of  the  summer  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  importation  of  liquor 
into  the  northern  portions  of  the  North  West  Territories,  via  the  Saskatchewan, 
without  permits.  The  low  state  of  the  water  in  the  river  however,  prevented  the 
steamers  from  running,  and  the  party  was  withdrawn.  While  there  Inspector 
Begin  collected  a  great  deal  of  information  which  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Manitoba  has  acknowledged. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  duty  patrols,  escorts  accompanied  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  General  in  his  visits  to  the  various  parts  of  the  Teriitories,  and  all  the 
transport  i-equired  for  himself  and  party  was  provided  without  extra  expense.  Some 
increased  work  was  necessarily  thrown  on  the  regular  patrols  who  were  required 
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to  do  more  mileage,  owing  to  the  temporary  absence  of  their  comrades,  but  no 
accidents,  or  damage  to  men  or  departmental  property,  occurred  in  consequence. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  express  his  gi*atification  at  the  appearance  and 
efficiency  of  the  different  detachments  that  came  under  his  immediate  observation. 

Transportation  was  also  furnished  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  when 
required  for  his  northern  trip,  and  the  usual  escorts  have  been  furnished  at  the 
opening  and  prorogation  of  the  North  West  Ck)uncil.  Transportation  was  also 
furnished  the  Deputy  Minister  of  the  Interior  during  his  trip  to  Prince  Albert  and 
Battleford,  and  other  assistance  required  has  been  extended  to  the  Indian  and 
other  Departments. 

Every  assistance  has  been  rendered  to  us  during  the  year  hy  the  U,  S. 
authorities,  and  particularly  by  Colonel  Otis,  commanding  the  United  States  troops 
at  Fort  Assinibome,  and  we  have  endeavored  upon  all  occasions  to  reciprocate  the 
help  thus  given. 

INDIANS. 

This  season  has  been  very  unfortunate  for  Indians  living  on  the  reserves, 
where  farming  occupied  most  of  their  time,  as  the  extremely  dry  weather  has  ren- 
dered the  crops  very  unsatisfactory.  In  spite  of  this  many  of  the  bands  are  working 
hard  and  have  prepared  considerable  land  for  next  year. 

The  bands  in  the  vicinity  of  Begina  have  supplied  a  large  proportion  of  police 
hay  and  would  have  supplied  more  if  a  disastrous  prairie  fire  had  not  occurred. 
Their  hay  is  the  best  we  have  received  and  I  hope  that  bands  near  the  other  police 
posts  will  tender  next  year. 

Potatoes  are  an  enormous  price  all  over  this  year,  caused  by  settlers  not  paying 
as  much  attention  to  this  crop  as  it  deserves,  many  of  the  potatoes  required  for 
the  force  could  be  supplied  by  Indians,  who,  as  a  rule,  are  very  successful  potato 
growei's. 

All  the  Indians  in  the  Territories  have  behaved  remarkably  well  this  year,  ex- 
cept the  Bloods  who  give  a  good  deal  of  annoyance.  These  Indians  are  still  well 
armed  and  are  frequentlv  off  their  reserves,  which,  as  the  vicinity  is  being  rapidly 
occupied,  is  not  calculated  to  improve  the  condition  of  things. 

There  has  been  but  one  crime  of  any  consequence  in  the  Territories  resulting, 
as  it  did,  in  the  death  of  a  squaw  at  Calgary,  the  circumstances  attending  this  case 
were  particularly  revolting,  and  the  Indians  were  quite  exercised  to  see  if  a  white 
man  named  Fiske,  who  committed  the  deed,  would  be  punished  as  he  deserved. 

Every  assistance  has  been  rendered  to  the  Indian  Department  and  the  various 
payments  have  been  conducted  under  police  escort  without  any  mishap. 

LIQUOR. 

The  liquor  question  is  in  nearly  the  same  position  it  was  last  year,  there  is  still 
a  considerable  outcry  against  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  in  the  various  towns,  but 
not  nearlv  as  much  as  last  year  The  facility  of  obtaining  permits  for  the  sale  of  four 
per  cent  beer  and  the  great  improvement  in  the  quality  of  chat  article  has.  to  a  large 
extent,  lessened  the  demand  for  stronger  beverages,  and  I  think  there  has  been  much 
less  drunkenness  in  the  country ;  certainly  the  free  use  of  four  per  cent,  beer  in  the 

Solice  posts  where  canteens  have  been  established  for  its  sale,  has  made  a  very  great 
ifference  in  the  conduct  of  the  men. 

It  is  generally,  conceded  that  permission  to  brew  beer  in  the  Territories  under 
proper  restrictions  would  have  a  beneficial  result,  besides  in  a  great  measure  allaying 
the  considerable  discontent  that  undoubtedly  exists.  Barley  grows  well,  and  in  some 
sheltered  places,  hops,  but  at  present  they  are  unsaleable.  Home  breweries  would  keep 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  the  country  and  afford  a  market  to  farmers  for 
grain  which  they  could  with  great  advantage  grow,  as  it  can  be  sown  long  after 
the  season  for  sowing  wheat  and  oats  expires.  I  myself  have  sown  barley  on  12th, 
June  and  reaped  a  good  crop  on  10th,  September. 
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A  good  deal  of  contraband  liquor  has  been  captured  and  spilled,  the  largest 
consignment  valued  at  $1,700,  being  seized  and  destroyed  at  Calgary  last  month. 

Great  inducements  are  held  out  to  our  men  to  allow  liquor  to  come  in  without 
permit,  and  in  one  instance  $1,000,  was  offered  to  a  corporal  to  go  on  pass  for 
three  weeks.  This  corporal  has  been  particularly  successful  in  capturing  liquor  and 
is  gi'eatly  in  the  way  of  professional  smugglei^s. 

Very  few  instances  have  come  to  our  notice  in  which  liquor  has  been  given  to 
Indians.  Hop  beer  has  frequently  however  been  sold  to  Indians,  but  the  vendors 
have  generally  proved  that  the  beer  was  doctored  with  tobacco,  &c.,  by  the  Indians 
before  drinking,  and  the  prosecutions  have  consequently  fallen  through.  The 
Bloods  discovered  a  cache  on  their  reserve  in  November,  and  indulged  very  freely, 
one  Indian  being  wounded  in  the  row  which  ensued. 

HORSES. 

We  still  continue  to  purchase  only  western  hoi*ses  raised  on  the  prairie,  and  as 
the  class  of  these  horses  is  improving  rapidly,  we  see  no  reason  for  again  purchasing 
in  the  east.  The  remounts  we  obtained  this  year,  numbering  125,  are  the  best 
bought,  during  my  command,  and  show  a  good  deal  of  breeding  and  improved 
action.  Unless  greater  care  is  taken,  however,  in  the  mating  of  mares  and 
stallions,  I  fear  that  the  supply  of  horses  required  for  police  purposes,  and 
raised  in  the  Territories,  will  fall  short.  Every  horse  of  the  right  stamp  offered  was 
purchased  this  year.  Many  of  the  best  shaped  horses  are  blemished,  caused  by 
careless  handling,  but  the  majority  of  those  shown  are  not  up  to  the  weight  required, 
and  many,  although  powerful,  are  ill-shaped  and  without  action.  There  are  plenty 
of  first-class  stallions  and  many  good  mares,  but  little  judgment  is  shown  in  breeding 
them.  The  best  mares  for  breeding  police  horses  from  are  those  on  the  North-Weet 
Cattle  Company's  ranche,  on  the  ranche  formerly  owned  by  the  late  Mr.  Strong  and 
now  managed  by  Mr.  Cleveland,  and  those  on  the  Oxarart  ranche  at  Davis  Lake, 
south-west  of  Maple  Creek. 

The  best  stallions  for  our  purposes  are,  I  think,  those  of  the  Quom  ranche,  of 
which  Mr.  Barter  ia  manager.  I  expect,  however,  that  a  roadster  stallion  at  the 
North- West  Cattle  Company's  ranche  will,  if  put  to  picked  mares,  breed  very  excel- 
lent weight  carriers. 

Days  were  adveptised  on  which  we  would  buy  horses  at  certain  places,  and  most  of 
the  horses  purchased  were  from  the  three  ranches  above  named,  although  many  of  our 
best  horses  were  bought  from  small  breeders  who  only  showed  two  or  three  horees.  The 
weather  so  far  has  been  most  favorable,  and  the  horees  are  rolling  fat.  There  has 
been  some  distemper  among  the  ranche  horses,  but  little  serious  sickness.  In 
the  north,  we,  as  well  as  the  settlers,  have  lost  a  ffood  manv  hoi-ses  from  typhoid 
fever  ;  this  disease  has  been  particularly  fatal  at  Prince  Albert,  and  a  horse  once 
attacked  is  not  much  good  again,  as  although  recovered  to  all  appearances  they  are 
always  delicate.  "  F  "  Division  at  Prince  Albert  suffered  most,  forty  men  patrolled 
to  Regina,  arriving  there  in  September,  and  meeting  forty  men  of  "  C  "  Division  at 
Saskatoon,  marched  with  them  to  Regina,  and  returned  north  in  October,  curiously 
"F"  lost  five  horses  from  this  disease,  while  "C,"  who  were  with  them  for  some 
weeks,  and  the  Depot  and  "  B  "  who  were  with  them  at  Regina,  never  had  a  horse 
attacked  it  all.  The  extraordinary  drought  all  over  the  country  has  been  excessively 
hard  on  horses,  and  the  "  C  "  and  "  F  "  patrols  above  mentioned  under  Superintendent 
Perry  had  to  travel  on  one  day  40  miles,  and  on  the  next  42  miles,  without  water. 
This  is  bad  enough  for  picked  horses  and  a  flying  patrol,  but  when  it  is  considered 
that  there  were  eighty  men  mounted,  without  spare  hoi'ses,  and  twelve  heavily 
loaded  teams  the  distances  are  enormous.  Great  credit  is  due  Superintendent 
Perry  and  all'ranks  for  the  splendid  condition  of  the  horses  on  arrival,  every  horse 
in  work  and  an  entire  absence  of  sore  backs  and  shoulders.  The  patrol  came  via 
Saskatoon  and  Moose  Jaw,  a  distance  of  300  miles  in  twelve  days,  and  returned  via 
the  route  of  the  Long  Lake  Railway  and  Saskatoon,  350  miles  in  ten  days. 
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All  ranks  usually  display  great  judgment  in  the  care  of  their  horses,  and  the 
better  the  horse  is  the  more  care  it  gets  and  will  continue  to  receive.  All  horses 
that  can  be  spared  have  been  turned  out  for  the  winter;  the  run  will  do  them  a 
great  deal  of  good,  and  will  enable  many  stale  horses  to  do  several  years  hard 
patrolling,  as  most  of  them  are  young  and  only  require  rest.  Beyond  wind  galls 
and  other  slight  evidences  of  hard  work  there  are  very  few  blemished  horses  in  the 
force ;  this  absence  of  blemishes  was  particularlv  noticed  by  Lieutenant  Hofacker 
of  the  German  army,  who  was  also  much  astonished  at  the  activity  and  surefooted- 
ness  of  our  horses  when  drilling  on  rough  ground.  A  good  many  horses  have 
poor  feet,  and  while  suitable  for  slow  work  are  quite  out  of  place  in  the  force, 
and  I  shall  recommend  that  they  be  cast  and  sold  in  the  spring  and  remounts  pur- 
chased. The  sales  of  cast  horses  this  year  has  been  generally  successful,  a  few 
having  realized  about  the  price  we  pay  for  remounts,  while  most  of  the  others  have 
brought  their  value.  The  remounts  purchased  this  year  have  turned  out  remark- 
ably well,  and  by  next  spring  will  be  in  fine  condition  for  patrolling. 

125  remounts  were  purchased  during  the  year,  39  horses  were  cast  and  sold, 
42  died,  including  12  •burnt  at  Edmonton,  14  were  destroyed  either  on  account  of 
glanders  or  broken  legs  which  precluded  recovery,  and  two  horses  were  lost,  these 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  found  later  on.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  set- 
tlers and  number  of  horses  purchased  from  each,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
our  patronage  has  been  well  distributed  : — 


Names. 


Number. 


na 

Lethbridge. 

Maple  Creek 

do 

do 


A.  Piggott  Morden 

J.  B.  Brandes 

E.  Hanson 

W.  Pollock 

M.  Oxarart 

G.Wood 

C.  Sharpies iCalgary 

R.  RiddeU I     do      .... 

T.  Lynch t     do      ..   . 

M.  Herman High  River. 

J.  Owens jCalgary    . . 

A.  E.  Cross High  River. 

Ings  Bros do 

D.  McPherson I        do 

A.  Exford do 

T.  McLaughlin  Calvary 

J.  Maw '      do       

North- West  Cattle  Co High  River. 

F.  Strong*8  estate Macleod 

F.  R.  Morris •. I     do      

D.Allison !      do       

J.  Bell 

J.  Smith 

A.  Barbeau 

R.  Brook 

Oxley  Ranche  Co !      do       

Messrs.  Cheeseman Maple  Creek 


A.  McConnell. 
R.  Green. 


Calory  . 
Regma. 


Total. 


125 


The  highest  price  paid  for  these  horaes  was  $125  and  the  lowest  $90,  the 
price  being  invariably  regulated  by  quality. 

All  cast  horses  are  valued  by  a  board,  afterwards  approved  by  me  on  personal 
inspection,  and  the  value  so  fixed  becomes  the  upset  price  when  they  are  sold  by 
auction. 

There  are  now  in  the  force  as  Veterinary  Surgeons  and  Assistants,  seven  quali- 
fied Veterinary  Surgeons,  and  a  knowledge  of  simple  veterinary  work  is  becoming 
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diffased  throughout  the  force  resulting  in  greater  care  of  sick  horses,  which  together 
with  improved  stable  accommodation  must  result  to  advantage.  These  Veterinary 
Surgeons  bein^  scattered  over  the  country  where  there  are  no  Qualified  prac- 
titioners are  of  immense  service  to  the  community  and  warrant  settlers  importing 
high  class  stock. 

SADDLEBT   AND  HARNESS. 

No  new  saddles  have  been  purchased  during  the  year ;  all  head  collai^s  and 
halters  required  have  been  makie  under  the  supervision  of  Saddler  Major  Horner, 
whose  workmanship  is  most  satisfactory,  and  a  large  number  of  saddles  have  been 
overhauled,  relined  and  generally  put  in  a  state  of  repair,  and  with  a  few  new  saddles 
to  replace  ones  past  repair  it  is  expected  that  we  will  be  effective  in  this  respect  for 
another  year.  Our  saddles  are  now  made  in  Canada  and  are  quite  equal  in  every 
respect  to  those  manufactured  by  Me8Si*8.  Main  &  Winchester  of  San  Francisco.  Our 
harness  is  in  very  good  order  indeed,  and  only  a  few  sets  will  be  required  next  year, 
principally  heavy  harness.  Constant  exposure  to  damp,  drought  and  frost  in  the  field, 
together  with  poor  saddle  rooms,  have  a  bad  effect.  At  all  posts  except  Begi  na,  this  fall 
will  see  good  warm  saddle  rooms,  where  harness  can  be  carefully  cleaned  and  dried.  At 
Eegina  in  a  few  days,  we  expect  to  have  harness  rooms  instead  of  hanging  it  to  the 
stalls,  but  no  fires  will  be  allowed  on  account  of  contiguity  to  stables.  Next  year  I 
hope  to  have  a  good  harness  room  built  for  cleaning  hai*ness  and  saddles,  where  it 
will  be  safe  to  have  fires.  The  harness  and  saddlery  generally  all  over  the  force  is 
exceedingly  well  kept,  and  is  not  only  well  looked  after,  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  on  patrol,  but  on  its  return  to  quarters  is  carefully  cleaned.  All  martingalee, 
pole  straps,  hopples,  reins,  headcollai*s,  halters,  hame  and  side  straps  and  all  repairs 
are  made  by  constables  of  the  force,  and  occasionally  sets  of  harness. 

We  are  also  making  onr  own  sword  and  cross  belts,  pistol  holders,  bandoliers  and 
many  other  small  articles. 

FOBAOE. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  there  will  be  a  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  foi-age 
this  year.  The  exti^eme  drought  caused  hay  to  be  a  light  crop  all  over  and  at 
Macieod  it  is  of  indifferent  quality,  although  costing  $20  per  ton.  Every  endeavor 
was  made  to  get  good  hay,  but  little  could l)e  had  and  that  was  hauled  40  miles  and 
over.  At  all  other  posts  the  hay  was  slightly  dearer  than  last  year,  except  Prince 
Albert,  where  it  was  about  the  same,  but  the  quality  was  good,  and  with  great  care 
necessitated  by  a  smaller  quantity  having  been  purchased  at  most  posts,  the  cost  of 
hay  will  not  over  much  exceed  last  year's.  Oats  have  gone  up  enormously  every- 
where, except  Edmonton  and  Fort  Macieod  where  the  price  is  about  the  same  as  last 
year,  the  price  at  Battleford,  where  there  is  no  crop,  being  $1.25  per  bushel. 
At  Prince  Albert  we  were  fortunate  in  securing  a  quantity  of  oats  from  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  at  a  fair  rate.  At  Kegina  oats  are  54  cents. 
Macieod  is,  taking  hay,  oats  and  bran  together,  the  deal'est  post  for  fora^, 
but  we  winter  out  as  many  horses  as  possible  to  save  forage,  this  practice 
is  carried  out  at  all  posts  except  Edmonton,  Prince  Albert  and  Battleford  where 
it  does  not  pay  on  account  of  the  steady  cold  weather.  We  find  our  hoi*se8  winter 
as  well  in  the  valley  of  the  Qu*Appeile  as  in  any  part  of  the  Territories,  even 
our  few  old  Canadian  horses  do  well  if  turned  out  in  good  order. 

Hay  is  generally  taken  by  measurement  as  last  year,  and  every  lawful  means  is 
adopted  to  divide  the  contracts  up  among  individual  settlers. 

The  best  hay  at  Eegina  has  been  purchased  from  Indians  who  haul  it  over  thirty 
miles. 

Our  hay  is  generally  exceedingly  well  stacked  and  there  is  very  little  loss  in 
consequence. 

It  takes  a  little  over  900  lbs.  of  hay  per  month  for  each  horse,  this  includes 
bedding,  the  coarsest  portions,  which  the  horses  do  not  eat  being  used  for  that 
purpose.    In  winter  we  feed  from  6  to  8  lbs.  of  oats  to  saddle  horses  according  to 
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work  except  when  patrolling,  when  it  is  necessary  to  feed  12  lbs.    Team  horses  get 
up  to  15  lbs.  per  diem  according  to  work  and  reqairements  of  different  horses. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  generally  is  in  very  fair  order  and  we  are  well  supplied,  althoagh 
some  of  the  heavy  waggons  from  constant  wear  are  getting  shaky  and  require  repairs 
after  every  trip.    Next  year  a  few  heavv  waggons  and  buckboards  will  be  wanted. 

While  the  light  waggons  and  buckboanis  made  in  Canada  for  our  use  are 
enerfily  good,  I  regret  to  report  that  I  have  yet  to  see  a  lumber  waggon  made  m 
Canada  which  will  stand  work  in  the  excessively  rough  country  we  patrol,  particu- 
larly in  the  Cypress  Hills  and  the  MacLeod  district.  In  fact  a  rancher  will  not  buy 
a  Canadian  made  lumber  waggon  if  he  can  get  one  made  by  a  good  American  firm 
like  the  Studenbaker  or  Schuttler.  Canadian  waggons  cannot  stand  a  sidling  rocky 
road. 

Our  winter  transport  is  generally  good,  but  we  shall  require  a  few  light  sleighs 
for  fast  work,  as  well  as  a  few  heavier  ones  for  freight. 

ARMS. 

"We  are  still  using  the  Winchester  carbine  and  although  there  are  great  com- 
plaints about  them,  I  think  they  will  last  another  year  by  supplying  a  number  of 
them  with  new  barrels,  many  of  the  old  ones  beinff  badly  honeycombed,  and  others 
with  the  parts  required.  The  sighting  of  many  of  them  is  also  defective,  but  up  to 
400  yai-ds  the  good  shots  make  very  fair  shooting. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  that  a  limited  number,  say  twenty,  of  the  new 
British  Cavalry  carbine  be  procured,  with  a  supply  of  amunition,  and  if  after  a 
careful  trial  they  are  found  suitable,  200  be  obtained,  later  on  the  whole  force  could 
be  re  armed  as  required. 

The  Winchester  ammunition  manufactured  by  the  Dominion  Cartridge  Co.,  sent 
to  Maple  Creek,  gave  great  dissatisfaction,  and  I  am  certain  that  through  some 
irregulaiity  in  the  inspection  before  being  sent  out  by  the  company  some  bad  ammu- 
nition came  into  our  possession. 

An  exhaustive  trial  was  made  here  and  ammunition  of  the  same  make  gave 
satisfaction. 

Our  Enfield  revolvers  are  generally  in  first  class  order,  and  the  ammunition  is 
good,  but  the  cartridges  are  too  heavily  loaded  with  powder,  a  slight  reduction  in 
which  would  ensure  better  shooting. 

BARRACKS. 

Great  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  barracks  at  Battle* 
ford  where  the  men's  quarters  ^lave  been  plastered  and  generally  repaired.  A  neat 
fence  is  now  being  construced  round  these  oaiTacks,  the  post  holes  having  been  dug 
by  indigent  Half-breeds. 

At  Fort  Saskatchewan,  a  new  barrack  room  has  been  erected,  which  Inspecting 
Superintendent  Cotton  reports  as  being  well  built  and  comfortable.  (See  his  report.) 
A  new  officer's  quarters  has  been  put  up,  and  many  other  improvements  made,  cal- 
culated to  increase  the  comfort  of  the  division  there.  At  Edmonton,  owing  to  the 
loss  of  the  stables  by  fire  at  the  Hudsons  Bay  post,  one  mile  from  town,  we  moved 
into  quarters  in  the  town  itself;  this  change  is  most  beneficial,  as  we  now  have  ex- 
cellent buildings,  good  stables,  &c.,  right  in  the  business  part  of  the  town,  and  the 
duty  can  be  performed  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner. 

At  Calgary,  the  new  barrack  building,  partially  occupied  last  winter,  has  been 
completed,  and  is,  undoubtedly,  the  best  and  most  Convenient  in  our  Force.  It  holds 
one  nundred  men  comfortably,  and  contains  splendid  messroom,  kitcken,  scullery, 
and  bath  rooms,  the  latter  in  the  basement,  which  is  the  whole  size  of  the  building, 
and  affords  fine  storage  for  coal.    A  new  and  convenient  hospital  and  a  guard  room 
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have  also  been  built,  the  latter  is,  however,  too  small  for  Calgaiy,  and  an  addition 
will  be  required  next  year,  to  contain  a  kitchen  and  six  more  cells.  A  new  waggon 
shed,  constructed  chiefly  out  of  the  material  from  the  old  hospital  and  other  build- 
ings pulled  down,  will  be  a  great  saving  to  the  transport,  which  hitherto  has  had 
to  stay  out  in  all  weathers.  A  new  orderly  room  and  a  new  Inspector's  quai-ters  are 
n6w  the  only  buildings  actually  required,  and  I  would  recommend  their  construction 
at  once  when  the  post  will  be  complete ;  at  present  all  the  Inspectors  have  to  live  in 
town  which  is  very  inconvenient. 

At  Banff,  a  new  officers  quarters  and  a  new  oi'derly  room  has  been  built  entirely 
by  our  own  men,  and  a  neat  fence  put  round  the  barracks.  1  would  recommend  that 
the  present  men's  quarters  be  taken  down  removed  and  turned  into  stables,  and  that 
a  new  men's  quarters  be  built  of  logs  by  the  men  themselves. 

At  MacLeod  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  turn  the  saddlers  shop  into  officers' 
quarters  and  an  old  stable  into  a  recreation  room,  while  the  burning  of  the  bake 
house  necessitated  turning  the  old  carpenters'  shop — much  too  small  for  the  post — 
into  a  bake  house,  and  building  a  new  carpenters'  shop ;  all  this  work  was  done  by 
our  men.  The  men's  quarters  have  also  been  repaired,  painted  and  kalsomined.  The 
whole  post  is  in  good  repair,  and  brick  chimneys  having  wherever  practicable  been 
substituted  for  tin  ones,  there  is  much  less  danger  from  fire.  New  officers'  quarters 
are  much  required  as  one  officer  has  to  live  in  town. 

The  increase  of  married  officers  affords  me  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness.  In  the  first 
place  we  have  no  quarters  for  so  many  married  men,  and  in  the  second  place  it  is 
impossible  to  move  them  always  when  required. 

At  Leth bridge  great  improvements  have  been  made,  the  fences  painted,  trees 
planted,  the  roads  graded  and  a  new  hospital  has  been  finished,  as  well  as  a  large  addi- 
tion made  to  the  recreation  room.  This  post  only  requires  a  new  orderly  I'oom  to 
complete  it,  but  the  poor  construction  of  all  the  earlier  buildings,  particularly  the 
men's  quarters,  will  be  a  constant  expense.  All  the  plastered  walls  will  have  to  be 
sheeted  with  wood,  as  the  rocking  of  the  buildings,  caused  by  poor  bracing,  cracks 
the  plaster  as  fast  as  it  is  repaired ;  this  will,  however,  strengthen  the  buildings  con- 
siderably. 

At  Medicine  Hat  the  bari*acks  are  in  ^ood  order  the  plastering  having  been 
repaired  by  our  own  men,  the  whole  post  will  require  painting  next  year,  and  the 
officer's  quarters  should  be  papered. 

At  Maple  Creek  considerable  repairs  to  plaster  and  woodwork  have  been  made 
bv  our  men;  a  carpenter's  shop  is  being  erected  out  of  the  logs  ft*om  the  building  pur- 
chased with  Groi-don  Quick's  land,  and  the  old  carpenter's  shop  is  being  turned  into  a 
saddle  room,  there  having  been  none  at  tliat  post  hitherto.  This  post  will  require  a 
good  deal  of  expenditure  next  year,  a  new  hospital  is  a  necessity,  also  a  sick  horse 
stable,  and  the  oarracks  will  require  painting  and  general  repairs. 

At  Prince  Albert  a  small  magazine  and  a  small  hospital  are  very  much  needed, 
the  room  at  present  used  for  hospital  pui*poses  would  then  make  a  good  recreation 
room,  slight  repairs  may  be  wanted  next  year. 

At  Eegina  an  excellent  riding  school  has  been  completed  and  taken  over,  and 
we  now  have  ample  accommodation  for  all  our  transport  in  the  lean-to  sheds 
attached  to  it.  With  the  completion  of  the  new  tank,  now  in  course  of  erection, 
I  think  our  fire  system  will  be  good.  The  roads  in  the  square  have  been  re-gravelled 
and  are  now  good.  A  new  board  walk  has  been  laid  round  the  square,  the  old  one 
being  re-laid  to  meet  the  one  from  town.  Considerable  improvements  have  also 
been  made  in  the  recreation  room,  canteen,  sergeants*  mess,  and  next  year  I  shall 
recommend  the  erection  of  a  good  office,  as  the  present  one  is  a  portable  building 
with  wretched  accommodation  and  no  vault  for  important  papere  in  case  of  fire. 

A  good  deal  of  painting  and  general  repairs  will  necessarily  be  required,  as  so 
many  of  our  buildings  were  origirtallyof  the  frailest  description.  >  The  men's  barracks 
now  on  the  ground  require  raising  two  feet,  the  ground  excavated  •  and  a  cellar 
put  under  the  whole  length  of  both  buildings  the  same  as  Calgary.  It  is  quite 
impossible  to  keep  the  rooms  clean  as  the  water  off  the  square  actually  runs  in- 
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to  the  buildings,  and  the  present  small  cellars  are  unhealthy  and  dangerous  places 
for  furnaces. 

The  very  worst  thing  in  connection  with  the  barracks  is  th.e  want  of  furniture. 
We  require  iron  cots,  iron  legged  tables  and  benches,  when  our  rooms  would  have  a 
neat  and  comfortable  appearance. 

STABLES. 

A  new  stable  to  hold  48  horses  has  been  erected  at  Macleod  with  all  tne  latest 
improvements,  and  the  old  stables  at  Calgary  have  been  generally  repaired  and 
paved,  the  walls  being  sided  and  the  whole  exterior  painted.  New  stables  to  hold 
60  horses  are  being  built  at  Regina  in  addition  to  a  very  comfortable  sick  horse 
stable.  The  stables  at  all  posts  are  good  except  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  where  a  new 
one  is  much  required.  Considerable  alterations  in  the  stables  at  Maple  Creek  must 
be  made  next  year  and  a  new  sick  stable  to  hold  eight  horses  put  up. 

At  Edmonton  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  stable  occupied  by  us  having  been 
destroyed  by  fire,  we  moved  into  new  quarters  in  the  town  and  the  stables  are  very 
convenient. 

RECRUITS. 

The  recruits  numbering  163  that  have  joined  during  the  last  year  are  generally 
very  fine  men  and  well  adapted  for  our  service,  few  of  them  being  over  25  yeai-s  of 
age ;  when  enlisted  beyond  that  age,  unless  already  good  horsemen,  they  seldom 
become  so,  and  after  that  age  are  slow  to  pick  up  the  ways  of  the  country. 

The  time  of  122  men  expired  during  the  year,  and  of  that  number  72  re-engaged 
without  leaving,  and  17  who  took  their  discharge  have  since  rejoined,  so  that  in 
effect  only  33  out  of  the  122  time  expired  men  actually  severed  their  connection 
with  the  force. 

Ten  men  rejoined  from  desertion,  39  were  discharged  by  purchase,  men  having 
in  most  cases  got  good  situations  oi*  come  into  money,  12  were  discharged  as 
invalids,  29  were  dismissed  in  most  cases  for  drunkenness,  which  is  unpardonable 
in  a  police  force,  and  one  was  drowned — Reg.  No.  2181,  Constable  Perry,  in  the 
Belly  Eiver  on  the  8th  June  last;  one  constable  shot  himself  while  temporarily 
insane,  and  one,  Constable  Masterton,  died  at  Calgary  of  heart  disease. 

Only  7  men  deserted  from  Eegina  this  year  against  22  last  year.  As  Regina  is 
my  headquai*ters  I  am  more  immediately  responsible  for  the  discipline  at  that  post. 
The  above  figures  hardly  sustain  the  newspaper  charges  made  against  my  treat- 
ment of  the  force. 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  force  is  steadily  improving,  and  with  the  exception  of 
some  drunkenness  there  have  been  no  serious  oftencos.  With  one  or  two  exceptions 
the  non-commissioned  officers  have  given  their  officers  every  assistance. 

Although  some  of  the  constables  are  stationed  over  100  miles  from  their  officers, 
their  conduct  has  been  excellent  and  their  appearance  smart.  A  great  many  distin- 
guished gentlemen  who  have  visited  the  Territories  during  the  past  summer  have 
come  into  immediate  contact  with  the  police  at  most  out-of-the-way  places,  and  I 
Am  assured  that  the  conduct  and  appearance  of  the  men  was  excellent. 

The  force  was  well  drilled  last  spring  before  the  patrols  started,  and  whenever 
opportunities  offered  advantage  has  been  taken  since.  The  patrolling  has  been  very 
heavy  this  year,  and  some  few  men  h^ve  not  had  as  much  drill  as  they  require,  but 
will  get  it  this  winter. 

The  visit  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  to  Regina  occasioned  a 
review  of  about  200  men  from  "B,"  "  C,"  "F"  and  the  Depot  Divisions,  and  His 
Excellency  was  pleased  to  express  his  approval  of  the  steadiness  of  the  men  and 
horses,  which  he  repeated  after  seeing  the  force  at  various  points  in  the  west,  both 
on  the  road  and  on  parade. 
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PHYSIQUE. 


The  phyBlque  of  the  force  continues  to  impi*ove;  tne  recruits  enlisted  during  the 
past  year  have  been  generally  well  built,  active,  smart  young  men,  and  very  few  of 
them  over  twenty-five  yoars  of  age.  The  average  height  of  the  whole  force  is 
5  feet  9^  inches,  and  the  average  chest  measurement  37f  inches. 

KITS. 

The  kits  issued  during  the  year  have  generally  been  of  the  best  description; 
the  ankle  boots  were  complained  of  at  Macleod,  were  the  roads  and  square  are 
very  stony.  Complaints  are  still  made  that  the  cloak  and  cape  is  not  as  good  as  the 
former  blue  one,  especially  in  wet  weather. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  no  breeches  be  purchased  under  the  size 
required  for  men  5  ft.  8  in.  in  height,  as  the  very  few  constables  we  have  under  that 
standard  can  easily  have  their  breeches  altered. 

The  fur  coats  ^Russian  lamb)  are  now  giving  ^reat  satisfaction;  aU  those 
issued  this  year  are  lined  with  check  union  cloth,  wim  fast  dye,  which  does  not 
destroy  the  tunic ;  the  coat  is  a  little  heavy,  but  looks  well,  wears  well,  and  is 
decidedly  warm  and  strong,  and  I  would  recommend  its  adoption  as  our  sealed 
pattern.  For  the  past  two  years  fur  coats  have  not  been  issued  as  kit,  but  issued  on 
loan.  I  find  this  system  impracticable,  as  it  is  impossible,  with  oui*  many  transfen 
and  a  short  supply  of  coats,  to  keep  ti*ack  of  them,  and  a  sufficient  number  for  all 
members  of  the  force  should  be  supplied  before  next  winter. 

The  duck  suit  is  still  veiy  satisfactoiy,  but  the  cap  is  found,  outside  fatigue 
work  about  barracks,  to  be  of  little  use,  and  in  wet  weather  it  is  no  protectioii 
against  rain,  and  also  loses  all  shape. 

I  am  more  than  ever  of  opinion  that  a  heavy  felt  hat,  of  a  uniform  pattern 
should  be  adopted  for  patrol  work,  and  that  they  be  kept  on  repayment. 

I  would  again  recommend  that  loose  breeches  of  some  strong  material  be  kept 
on  repayment  for  patrol  use,  and  would  further  draw  your  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  supplying  pea  coats  of  the  same  description  as  those  about  to  be  issued  on 
repayment.  In  the  spring  and  fall  these  coats  are  most  useful,  and  are  very  smart- 
looking  when  properly  made. 

PAY. 

The  pay  of  non-com  missioned  officei-s  and  men,  except  the  Sergeant  Major  and 
Supply  Store  Sergeant  at  Headquarter^s  is  liberal,  and  compares  favorably  with  the 
earnings  of  citizens.  The  Sergeant  Major  and  Supply  Sergeant  at  Headquarters 
should  have  an  increase  of  50  cents  per  diem;  their  work  is  undoubtedly  hard  and 
very  responsible,  very  much  more  so  than  that  of  any  other  non-commissioned  officers 
in  the  force. 

When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  non-commissioned  officers  get  their  kit  f^ee, 
comparison  between  their  pay  and  that  of  officers  is  not  favourable  to  the  latter,  and 
while  the  pay  of  Inspectors  just  joined  is  sufficient  for  the  sei*vice  they  render,  that 
of  senior  Inspectors  is  not  enough  for  their  responsibilities.  No  extra  pay  is  allowed 
for  the  Adjutant,  Quartermaster,  Paymaster  and  Secretary,  all  of  whom  do  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  extra  work  and  frequently  have  to  do  Orderly  Officer's  duty  as  well 
1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  rates  of  pay  of  inspectors  be  graded  from  its 
present  rate,  81,000,  to  $1,300.  Superintendents  who  receive  $1,400,  are  respon 
sible  not  only  for  the  peace  and  safety  of  their  districts,  but  for  the  paying  of 
100  men  without  any  extra  allowance,  and  if  they  remain  Superintendents  for 
twenty  years,  as  in  all  probability  many  of  them  will,  there  is  no  increase  in  salary. 
Ill  three  and  three-quarter  years  there  has  only  been  one  promotion  from  Inspector 
to  Superintendent,  so  that  the  outlook  is  gloomy.  If  the  salaries  of  Superintendents 
were  graded  fVom  $1,400  to  $1,800  per  annum  some  encouragement  would  be  held 
out  to  them  for  the  f\iture. 
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The  salary  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner  is  only  $1,600  per  annum,  and  as  this 
was  fixed  when  the  force  only  contained  300  men,  I  think  it  should  be  graded  from 
$2,000  to  $2,400,  according  to  length  of  service. 

But,  without  exception,  the  worst  paid  men  in  the  force  are  the  Veteri- 
nary Surgeons;  the  senior  only  receives  $700  per  annum  and  no  kit,  and  the 
junior  $600.  Previous  to  promotion  these  gentlemen  received  $540  per  annum, 
free  kits,  and  few  expenses.  The  value  of  the  horses  in  the  force  is  about 
$150,000,  and  the  work  and  skill  expected  and  rendered  by  these  officers  is  of  a  very 
high  order;  both  are  thoi*oughly  competent  men,  and  are  unremitting  in  their  atten- 
tion to  the  horses,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  their  salary  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  Inspectors.  In  addition  to  their  professional  duties,  both 
these  officera  do  barrack  duty  when  required, 

TARGET   PBAOTIOB. 

The  shooting  of  the  force  generally  has  greatly  improved  this  year,  and  target 
practice  was  completed  in  all  divisions  except  "K  "  atLethbridge,  which,  owing  to 
the  excessive  patrolling,  will  have  to  take  advantage  of  every  moderation  in  the 
weather  this  winter. 

Great  interest  is  taken  in  rifle  shooting,  and  I  hope  you  will  sanction  our  sending 
a  team  to  Ottawa  for  the  Dominion  matches  next  year.  I  would  respectftillpr  draw 
your  attention  to  mv  re<*>ommendation  last  year  that  the  best  shot  in  each  division,, 
and  the  best  in  the  iorce ,  should  receive  extra  pay. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  have  been  excellent  and  very  few  instances  have  occurred  of 
inferior  articles  being  offered  by  contractors.  The  price  of  beef  is  steadily  falling 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  competition  of  the  Canadian  Agricultural,  Coal  and  Coloniza- 
tion Company,  now  starting  butcher  shops  along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway,  will 
ftirther  reduce  the  price.  The  general  failure  of  the  potato  crop  has  considerably 
increased  the  cost  of  rations,  and  at  Battleford,  owing  to  the  cost  of  freight,  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  supply  potatoes.  Compressed  vegetables  have  been  sent  in, 
and  an  extra  allowance  of  beans  will  be  made.  The  want  of  potatoes,  nevertheless, 
Tvill  be  severely  felt  by  the  men. 

FUEL. 

Fuel  is  very  reasonable  at  Edmonton,  Battleford  and  Prince  Albert.  At  the  two 
latter  places  wood  only  is  burned,  while  at  the  former  a  proportion  of  coal  mined 
under  the  town  is  used,  and  the  wood  at  all  posts  is  purchased,  as  much  as  possible, 
direct  from  the  settlers,  the  ready  money  thus  obtained  being  a  boon  to  them. 

At  all  other  posts  coal  is  used  principally  from  the  Lethbridge  mines.  "We  are 
now  trying  coal  fVom  the  Sheep  Creek,  Anthracite,  Medicine  Hat  and  Lethbridge 
mines  in  ^e  furnaces  at  Calgary.  Coal  is  still  very  much  too  dear,  caused  to  a  great 
extent,  by  fi*eight  charges. 

At  Macle^,  only  tnirty  miles  firom  the  Lethbridge  mines,  coal  costs  $11.50  per 
ton,  about  $8  of  this  being  for  freight.  Competition  will,  I  hope,  bring  down  the  price 
of  coal  before  next  winter. 

At  Begina  we  use  a  considerable  quantity  of  American  anthracite,  as  some  of  the 
furnaces  are  not  adapted  for  soft  coal,  and  many  of  the  houses  being  portable  and 
flimsy  in  construction  it  is  necessary  to  keep  up  fires  all  night,  for  which  soft 
coal  is  not  suited. 

SAVINGS   BANK  ACCOUNTS. 

The  deposits  in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  alone  this  year  have  amounted  to- 
$32,929.47,  feeing  greatly  in  excess  of  any  previous  year.  In  addition  to  these  deposits 
a  considerable  amount  has  been  placed  in  the  chartered  and  other  banks,  and  some 
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men  preparatory  to  sboHly  taking  their  discharges  have  invested  money  in  ranch- 
ing, buying  stock  and  leaving  it  in  the  care  of  friends  until  their  service  expires,  and 
some  men  are  known  to  send  money  to  their  families.  I  think  the  total  savings  of 
the  force  during  the  past  year  is  considerably  over  $40,000. 

WATER   SUPPLY. 

The  well  at  Macleod  has  been  deepened  during  the  summer,  and  now  contains 
an  ample  supply  of  good  water,  and  a  tank  is  being  built,  inside  top  of  well,  which 
will  prove  useful  for  supplying  the  fire  engine. 

At  Leth bridge  we  still  have  no  water.  Various  attempts  were  made  this  summer 
to  get  a  supply  laid  down  from  the  coal  company's  tank,  but  so  far  we  have  been 
unable  to  make  an  arrangement  with  them.  If  this  matter  cannot  be  settled  at  once, 
T  would  recommend  the  construction  of  a  tank  in  the  harness  room,  solely  for  fire 
purposes,  which  could  be  filled  by  waggons,  this,  with  a  hand  fire-engine  and  Bab 
•cocks,  would  make  us  fairly  safe  from  fire.  It  is  yery  inconvenient,  however,  hauling 
•our  water,  but  a  system  of  our  own  connected  with  the  river  would  be  too  expensive 
te  entertain. 

All  other  posts  are  fairly  well  supplied  with  water,  except  Maple  Creek,  where 
the  water  is  bad,  and  all  water  for  human  use  has  to  be  hauled  some  distance. 

Of  all  the  posts,  the  water  supply  at  Eegina  is  the  most  convenient,  abundant 
And  very  good. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

Our  fire  protection  is  still  weak,  although  great  efforts  have  been  made  to 
improve  it  by  the  building  of  tanks.  One  has  been  built  at  Calgary,  and  another  is 
being  built  at  Macleod,  and  a  very  large  elevated  one  is  being  erected  at  Begina. 
Next  season,  if  this  elevated  tank  is  successful,  I  hope  to  see  them  at  all  posts. 

Our  buildings  beinjj  all  wood  we  are  liable  to  destructive  fires  at  any  time 
when  there  is  a  high  wmd.  Our  best  protection  is  everlasting  watchfulness,  and 
tackling  a  fire  in  its  incipient  stages.  In  a  high  wind  no  fire  brigade  could  put  out 
a  fire  in  a  building  on  the  prairie.  The  early  introduction  of  electric  light  will 
minimize  fires,  as  coal  oil  is  generally  the  cause  of  our  conflagrations. 

GENERAL    EQUIPMENT. 

Our  equipment  is  generally  first-class;  and  every  division  is  well  found  in  evor- 
thing  necessary  for  immediate  action. 

DRILL    BOOK. 

The  drill  book  alluded  to  in  my  last  report  has  been  printed  and  bound  by  one 
of  our  constables,  and  has  been  found  very  suitable  for  all  our  requirements.  A  few 
slight  alterations  will  be  necessary,  when  I  trust  you  will  give  it  your  approval. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES 

Although  there  was  every  precaution  taken  by  the  appointment,  early  in  the 
season,  of  a  regular  corps  of  fire  guardians,  I  regret  to  report  that  prairie  fires  have 
been  more  extensive  and  numerous  than  ever  before. 

There  was  little  or  no  snow  last  winter  and  the  fires  commenced  in  March  and 
-continued  at  intervals  until  November ;  the  swamps  and  lakes  being  all  dried  up  and 
generally  covered  with  grass  only  increased  the  rapidity  of  the  fire,  and  there  were  no 
natural  impediments  to  its  spreading.  Eveiy  exertion  was  made  by  the  police,  and 
large  quantities  of  property  and  valuable  feed  saved.  Many  of  the  fires  wei*e  stai-ted  by 
the  Indians  and  careless  travellers,  but  undoubtedly  the  worst  tires  wei-e  started 
Along  the  railways  although  every  precaution  was  taken  by  the  companies,  as 
regards  instructions  to  their  employees,  and  safety  screens  placed  on  their  engine 
smoke-stacks. 
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No  precautions  on  their  part  will  stop  the  awful  destruction,  unless  a  wide  fire 
break  is  ploughed  at  least  200  feet  on  each  side  of  the  track,  and  the  intei-vening 

frass  burnt  immediately,  it  is  dried  up,  either  by  the  weather  or  frost,  sufficiently  to 
urn. 

Sii:  John  Lister-Kaye,  Bart,  informs  me  he  has  made  a  proposal  to  the  Government 
re  the  early  completion  of  these  fire  breaks,  and  I  would  earnestly  recommend 
action  in  this  direction.  The  increase  of  settlement  only  intensifies  the  danger  and 
destruction./ 

RANOHINO. 

The  past  year  has  been  most  favorable  for  ranchers  and  the  crop  of  calves,  lambs 
and  foals  unpre  cedented.  There  has  been  no  disease  of  any  consequence  among 
horses  and  sheep,  but  there  have  been  a  great  many  fatal  cases  of  anthrax  or  "  black- 
leg "  among  young  cattle,  chiefly  calves  and  yearlings.  Those  in  the  best  order  are 
invariably  attacked,  and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  ranges  which  suffered  most  last  year 
were  1  east  affected  this,  while  the  epidemic  has  spread  into  entirelj^  new  country.  All 
sorta  of  theories  have  been  given  and  remedies  suggested  for  this  fatal  desease,  but 
I  think  very  little  is  known  about  its  origin  or  treatment. 

At  present  anthi*ax  and  prairie  fires  are  the  only  real  ffrievances  of  the  stock- 
men, although  many  of  them  profess  discouragement  over  the  market  outlook.  The 
fact  is,  meat  has  been  abnormaly  high  in  the  West  for  years,  and  now  that  it  is 
being  forced  down  by  Eastern  territorial  competition,  the  ranchers  naturally  com- 
plain. 

Numbers  of  fat  cattle  have  been  shipped  to  England.  Those  of  the  Cochrane 
ranche  being  particularly  well-breed  level  steers,  sold  at  capital  prices  but  many 
of  the  other  companies  shipped  slock  of  an  inferior  sort,  and  meeting  dull  markets^ 
had  to  sacrifice  it.  It  will  never  pay  to  ship  to  England  any  but  well-bred,  level 
cattle,  long-legged  coarae  beasts  are  not  wanted  at  any  price.  All  sorts  of  bulls, 
many  of  them  perfect  brutes,  run  the  prairie,  and  as  long  as  free  ranging  is  followed, 
I  cannot  see  that  there  can  be  any  general  improvement.  The  worst  bulls  frequently 
set  with  the  best  cows ;  and,  as  often  as  not,  a  neighbors  "  runt "  serves  a  ranchers 
beet  bred  cows.  In  one  hei-d  of  cattle  a  traveller  will  see  Shorthorns,  Galloways^ 
Herefords,  Polled  Angus,  occasionally  a  West  Highlander,  and  a  goodly  sprinkling 
of  the  woret  kind  of  "  runts."  How  can  ranchers,  under  these  adverse  circumstances, 
expect  to  breed  good,  level  cattle  V 

The  secret  of  the  Cochrane  ranche  shipping  the  best  cattle  is  that  their  herd 
is  generally  served  by  only  their  own  bulls  verv  few  other  cattle  drifting  on  to 
their  range,  and  the  fact  that  they  only  ship  their  best  cattle  the  coarser  ones 
being  consumed  in  the  country. 

The  North-West  Cattle  Company  have  shipped  most  of  their  fat  cattle  to 
British  Columbia,  where  there  is  apparently  a  good  and  growing  market  for  our 
beef.    A  good  many  sheep  have  also  gone  there. 

A  good  deal  of  imported  stock  has  come  in  this  year,  principally  a  Polled  Angus 
liei*d  brought  in  by  the  Quorn  ranche  at  Sheep  Creek.  A  considerable  number  of 
young  steers  have  been  brought  in  from  the  States,  and  quite  a  number  of  steers, 
Btrange  to  say,  have  been  brought  from  Ontario,  to  grow  and  fatten  on  our  praries, 
and  then  return  East  as  fat  cattle.  Change  of  pasture  will  work  wonders,  but  I  doubt 
if  these  skim-milked  raised  steers  will  ever  equal  range  cattle. 

The  large  sheep  ranches  are  disappearing,  and  I  think  the  sheep  raising 
industry  will  resolve  itself  into  the  keeping  of  small  flocks  on  homesteads  at  an 
early  (fate,  when  there  will  be  both  more  money  and  domestic  comfort  for  the 
liomesteaders. 

Horses  are  getting  a  good  deal  more  attention  than  in  previous  years,  but  breed- 
ing generally  is  indiscriminate,  and  too  many  horses  of  poor  quality  take  away  the 
pi'ofits  from  all  the  ranges. 

Immense  quantities  of  hay  are  now  put  up  by  all  ranches,  and  there  is  much 
lesB  danger  of  the  effects  of  a  hard  winter. 
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Wolves  are  increasing  in  number,  and  in  some  cases  have  proved  very  deHtrac- 
tive,  to  colts  especially,  many  of  the  ranchers  keep  hounds  and  enjoy  great  sport, 
coursing  these  coyotes,  but  they  breed  faster  than  they  can  be  killed,  and  other 
means  will  have  to  be  adopted  of  destroying  them. 

The  best  ranchers  are  weaning  their  calves  with  success,  and  many  of  them  are 
making  gardens  and  keeping  poultry  for  their  own  convenience. 

Yerv  little  annoyance  has  been  ^iven  ranchers  this  year  by  Indians.  The  constant 
and  efficient  patrols  are  generally  allowed  to  account  for  this  improvement. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Last  year,  owing  to  the  extreme  diy  weather,  the  roads  were  excellent  all  over 
the  Territory,  and  there  was  very  little  use  for  bridges,  most  of  the  rivers  being 
easily  and  safely  forded  at  all  seasons.  A  new  bridge  is  being  built  at  Lethbridge, 
over  the  Belly,  and  the  season  is  most  favorable  for  its  construction. 

Bridges  hre  still  urgently  required  across  the  rivers  I  designated  last  year. 

FERRIES. 

There  was  little  occasion  for  the  use  of  ferries  last  year  for  the  same  reasom 
that  bridges  were  not  required. 

TELEPHONES  AND  TELEQRAPHS. 

I  have  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  connectingtiic 
Government  telegraph  line  running  from  Edmonton,  Fort  Saskatchewan,  Victoria,Tort 
Pitt,  Battleford,  rj'ince  Albert,  St.  Laurent,  Touchwood  and  intermediate  places  to 
Qu'Appelle,  with  Eegina,  a  distance  of  only  forty  miles. 

The  line  from  Wood  Mountain  to  Moose  Jaw  should  also  be  connected  with  the 
headquarters  at  Begina,  where  it  is  really  necessary  that  we  should  have  an  operator 
of  our  own,  instead  of  having  messages  repeated  from  the  town  by  telephone,  which, 
in  the  case  of  cypher  messages,  is  most  unsatisfactory. 

The  extension  of  the  Government  line  now  running  to  Macleod  should  also  be 
extended  to  St.  Mary's  detachment  near  the  frontier.    This  would  enable  us  to  cutoff 

Sarties  escaping  south,  and  would  greatly  increase  our  efficiency,  and  save  a  great 
eal  of  horse  fiesh« 

Telephones  are  required  at  nearly  every  post,  and  1  would  earnestly  recommeod 
their  early  authorization. 

GAME. 

Prairie  chickens  are  very  plentiful  this  year,  the  dry  June  being  most  favo^ 
able  for  the  young  biixls. 

Ducks  and  geese,  owing  to  the  drying  up  of  the  lakes,  were  not  as  plentiful  as 
formerly.  A  good  many  deer  are  being  killed  this  fall,  and  appear  to  be  about  aa 
numerous  as  last  year. 

SETTLERS. 

The  season  has  not  been  a  favorable  one  in  some  portions  of  the  Territory  for 
agriculture,  particularly  in  that  part  east  of  Begina^  the  extreme  drought  havisc 
resulted  in  very  poor  ci*ops.  Still,  even  in  that  section  some  of  the  good  farmers  had 
fair  crops,  and  those  in  mixed  farming  have  not  suffered  much,  as  butter,  eggs  and 
poultry  have  been  a  fair  price.  About  Bogina  and  Moose  Jaw  the  good  farmers 
had  excellent  wheat,  and  I  think  fair  wheat  was  grown  at  Prince  Albert  and  Edmonton, 
but  in  all  the  territory  mentioned,  except  Edmonton,  oats  were  a  failure;  potatoes 
were  also  a  very  poor  crop,  in  a  measure  owing  to  indifferent  cultivation,  as  in  many 
cases  fair  crops  were  obtained  by  fanners  who  attended  to  them.  Battleford  had  no 
crops  of  any  description,  having  apparently  suffered  firom  drought  more  than  any  other 
part  of  the  countiy.  We  only  secured  1,400  bushels  of  oats  in  the  settlement,  and  our 
men  have  to  do  without  potatoes.    At  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine  Hat  there  was  a 
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small  crop  of  oats  and  potatoes,  bat  at  both  these  places  the  people  do  not  devote 
much  time  to  agriculture,  and  we  frequently  have  to  buy  our  oats  and  potatoes  for 
these  posts  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Territory  and  Manitoba. 

At  Galgaiy  and  Macleod  there  was  a  fair  crop  of  oats  and  potatoes,  and  those 
who  ]>lanted  wheat  had  generally  a  fair  crop.  The  absence  of  mills  at  Macleod  and 
Calgary  cause  farmers  to  pay  littJe  attention  to  wheat. 

South-east  of  Medicine  Hat  a  colony  has  been  located  this  summer  of  about  60 
families,  mostly  Austrians.  A  constable  of  Germ  an  origin  is  stationed  there,  and  he 
reports  them  very  industrious  and  contented,  in  common  with  most  settlers  they  have 
lost  a  good  deal  of  hay  owing  to  prairie  fires  and  want  of  sufficient  fire  guards.  These 
people  have  considei*able  means. 

An  Icelandic  colony  is  increasing  in  the  Eed  Deer  country,  about  100  miles  North 
of  Calgary,  and  the  Mormons  at  Lee's  Creek  have  increased  considerably  this  year, 
and  have  made  great  improvements  in  the  settlement.  They  are  the  best  workers  in 
the  Territory  and  produce  quantities  of  butter  of  high  class,  for  which  they  get  25  to 
40  cents  per  pound.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  from  one  point  of  view  they  are  good 
settlers,  out  the  general  impression  exists  that  they  are  polygamists.  They  have  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  from  the  North  West  Coal  and  N^avigation  Co.,  and  next 
year  a  large  number  of  their  people  will  settle  there. 

In  spite  of  the  poor  crops  in  certain  sections,  there  should  be  very  little  suffering 
as  work  nas  been  fairly  good  this  year.  The  low  water  in  the  rivers  precluded  naviga- 
tion, and  all  freight  had  to  be  hauled  by  teams,  and  the  Long  Lake  Bailway  employed 
a  great  many  men  and  teams.  Cutting  ties  and  timber  for  that  road  will  afford  work  to 
a  great  many  people  this  winter,  and  all  the  men-  obtainable  are  being  hired  for  the 
woods  in  the  east  and  northern  portions  of  Manitoba. 

Prom  the  attached  reports  you  will  see  the  large  amount  of  work  that  has  been 
done  this  season,  and  the  absence  of  crime  in  the  countiy  generally  will,  I  think, 
convince  all  right  minded  men  that  the  police  duties  are  well  performed.  I  am  of 
opinion  the  force  has  improved  in  every  respect  since  my  last  report,  and 
from  the  decrease  in  desertions  and  the  larger  number  of  re-engagements,  together 
with  the  largely  increased  Savings  Bank  deposits,  the  members  of  the  force  are 
apparently  satisfied  with  their  positions. 

Almost  without  exception,  I  have  received  the  hearty  support  of  the  officers  of 
my  command,  and  the  example  set  by  both  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  has 
generally  been  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  behaviour  of  the  men  during  the  past  year  has  been  generally  all  that  could 
be  desired. 

I  find  that  the  practice  of  dismissing  bad  characters  has  a  most  salutory  effect, 
and  I  have  reason  to  know  that  my  action  in  this  respect  is  cordially  approved  of  bv 
the  respectable  men  in  the  force.  I  would  again  respectfully  recommend  that  all 
men  wanting  discharge  be  allowed  to  purchase  after  giving  thirty  days  notice,  at 
any  rate,  between  1st  October  and  1st  February  in  each  year,  when  men  can  be  best 
Bpared 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  HERCHMEE, 

CommissioneTf  N.  W,M,P, 
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APPENDIX  A. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  ASSISTANT  COMMISSIONER  HERCHMER,  NORTH- 

WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 


Calgaby,  13th  December,  1889. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  30th 
November. 

During  this  period  I  have  visited  and  inspected  most  of  the  districts,  viz.  :— 
Prince  Albert,  with  "  F  "  Division, under-Superintendent  Perry;  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
with  "G"  Division,  under-Superintendent  Griesbach  ;  Fort  Macleod,  under  command 
of  Supeiintendent  Steele;  with  "H"  and  "D"  Divisions,  under-Superintendent  Macdonell 
and  Inspector  Wood ;  Lethbridge,  with  "  K  "  Division,  under  Superintendent  Deane, 
and  all  detachments  and  outposts  in  connection  with  the  above  named  districts,  as 
well  as  the  outposts  of  "E"  Division,  in  the  Calgary  district,  and  of  "  A  "  Division  at 
Maple  Creek  and  Medicine  Hat. 

I  also  made  a  second  tour  of  inspection  of  the  outposts  in  the  Macleod  and  Leth- 
bridge districts,  in  which  a  number  of  excellent  buildings  for  use  as  men's  quarters 
and  stables  have  lately  been  erected,  as  well  as  other  improvements,  the  work 
having  been  done  by  our  own  men.  As  I  have  made  a  special  report  on  this  subject 
lately,  giving  detailed  statements  of  all  these  improvements,  I  need  not  say  any 
more  but  that  the  n^en  could  not  be  made  more  comfortable. 

I  was  in  command  in  Regina  from  the  17th  January  to  the  16th  March,  during 
your  absence  from  the  Territories  on  duty  at  Ottawa.  I  was  also  present  at  Maple 
Creek  in  May,  during  the  transfer  of  "A  "  Division  from  Superintendent  Antrobus  to 
Inspector  Sanders. 

I  accompanied  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  on  his  recent  trip  through 
the  ranching  country  from  Lethbridge  to  Calgary.  On  this  I  also  made  a  special 
report. 

In  October  I  proceeded  to  Red  Deer  on  special  duty.  I  have  also  made  numer- 
ous other  trips  which  I  omit  to  mention. 

In  connection  with  my  duties  as  Assistant  Commissioner  I  have  travelled 
during  the  past  twelve  months  12,996  miles,  a  great  proportion  of  this  being  with 
horses. 

I  consider  the  force  to  be  in  a  most  efficient  state — a  magnificent  body  of  men, 
both  physically  and  mentally,  well  armed,  clothed,  equipped,  housed  and  fed,  with 
excellent  horses,  as  good  as  can  be  produced  in  any  country,  good  transport,  harness 
and  saddlery. 

If  possible,  I  see  improvements  in  the  bearing  of  the  men  since  my  last  report 
The  carbines,  however,  are  not  as  they  ought  to  be ;  a  great  number  are  fast  wearing 
out,  being  honeycombed.  This  is  unavoidable,  owing  to  the  rough  treatment  arms 
are  subjected  to  at  times,  and  constant  exposure.  A  number  require  replacing,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  this  effected  by  some  other  pattern.  I  have  never  been  in  favor 
with  the  Winchester;  it  is  altogether  too  delicate,  besides  being  too  long  for  our 
requirements. 

I  should  also  like  to  see  a  change  in  the  clothing.  An  issue  of  tweed  riding 
breeches,  in  lieu  of  one  pair  of  uniform  ones,  would  be  of  great  service  for  use  on 
prairie  work. 

I  would  also  like  to  have  the  blankets  transferred  to  the  Quartermas  ter  and 
become  part  of  barrack  furniture,  issued  to  men  as  required,  instead  of  being  a  part 
of  the  constable's  kit.  Look  at  the  tremendous  bulk  and  weight  which  would  be  in  a 
great  measure  done  away  with  if  my  idea  could  be  carried  out,  for  only  such 
blankets  would  go  with  a  man  as  the  season  of  the  year  called  for. 

I  also  think  that  a  felt  hat  should  be  adopted  for  prairie  work ;  the  field  service 
cap  is  of  little  practical  use  as  it  affords  very  little  more  protection  than  the  forage 
cap. 
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The  transport  is  in  excellent  condition.  Of  couree,  a  certain  proportion  of  waggons 
is  required  to  replace  those  wearing  out,  this  will  be  principally  m  heavy  waggons. 
A  great  8a\dng  will  be  effected  this  year,  owing  to  sheds  having  been  built  at  several 
places. 

The  California  saddle  is  still  doing  ^ood  service,  and  is  standing  well.  Of  course 

Earts — for  instances.  Cinchas  and  lining  fi*equently  require  replacing.  Great  attention 
as  been  paid  to  this  in  all  Divisions  which  I  have  inspected. 

I  also  still  think  it  a  matter  of  regret  that  we  have  not  been  fiimished  with  iron 
cots  and  proper  barrack  furniture  as  proposed  in  my  last  report. 

It  is  impossible  to  keep  a  barrack  smart  and  tidy  with  the  miserable  wooden 
bed  boards  and  trestles  we  are  forced  to  use,  besides,  they  are  most  uncomfortable  and 
expensive  as  well. 

The  same  necessity  exists  as  did  last  year  for  better  fire  protection.  Tou  may 
say  in  most  places  we  have  none. 

We  have  now  a  great  deal  of  valuable  property  at  stake,  and  should  have 
adequate  protection.  I  consider  the  simplest  plan  would  be  frost-proof  tanks,  with 
sufficient  elevation  to  give  proper  pressure. 

The  rivers  and  streams  in  Southern  Alberta  are  still  without  bridges.  The  want 
was  not  felt  so  much  this  year  as  in  previous  ones,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  lowness 
of  water,  bat  we  cannot  expect  another  such  dry  season. 

The  patrol  system  is  working  well,  and  accounts  for  the  nearly  entire  absence 
of  horse  stealing.  I  would  suggest  an  improvement,  viz.,  to  use  more  flying  patrols 
in  the  open  season.  Small  parties  with  pack  animals,  with  no  fixed  camp,  would  be 
of  good  service ;  they  could  get  their  rations  at  whatever  permanent  detachment 
they  came  across,  and  could  move  in  portions  of  the  country  inaccessible  to  waggons, 
and  often  the  places  were  ci*iminals  or  whiskey  smugglers  go. 

I  have  done  very  little  in  the  magisterial  line,  owing  to  being  constantly  on  the 
move.  Whatever  cases  I  have  disposed  of  are  embodied  in  the  return  furnished  by 
Superintendent  Mclllree,  commanding  B.  Division. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  EffiECHMEE, 

Assistant  Commissioner. 


APPENDIX    B. 


ANNUAL  EBPORT   OF  INSPECTING  SUPERINTENDENT  COTTON, 
NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Reoina,  13th  December,  1889.  * 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  1889. 

In  the  month  of  April  I,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  proceeded  to 
Battleford.  While  there  I  inspected  "  C  "  Division.  As  IfVirnished  you  with  a  special 
report  of  the  inspection,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  here  repeat  it.  Let  it  suffice 
to  say  that  I  found  the  division  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  state.  The  appearance  and 
steadiness  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  on  parade  was  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

I  subsequently  took  over  command  of  the  Battleford  district  from  Inspector 
Howe,  remaining  in  Battleford  in  temporaiy  command  until  Superintendent  Antro- 
bus  arrived  from  Maple  Creek,  an  exchange  of  commands  having  been  arranged 
between  that  officer  and  Inspector  Howe. 

Heaving  handed  over  tne  division  to  Superintendent  Antrobus,  I  returned  to 
headquarters. 

CUSTOMS. 

With  rcMrd  to  the  assistance  rendered  the  Customs  Department  by  our  patrols 
in  southern  Mani1x>ba,  there  had  been,  as  you  are  aware,  considerable  correspondence 
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as  to  this  duty  performed  by  our  men.  In  July  last  I,  by  appointment,  met  Captain 
Young,  Inspector  of  Customs  ports,  at  Winnipeg.  This  was  with  a  view  of  bringing 
about  some  changes  that  were  consideied  necessary.  Having  consulted  with  Captain 
Youiig,  by  whom  the  views  of  his  Department  were  ably  set  forth,  it  was  decided 
that  permanent  Customs  outports  should  be  established. 

On  authority  given  me  by  you,  I  instructed  Inspector  McGibbon,  who  had  com- 
mand of  the  southern  outposts,  that  instead  of  employing  his  men  on  flying  patrol 
he  was  to  establish  permanent  points,  as  follows : — 

1st.  One  west  of  Turtle  Mountain,  at  or  near  the  crossing  of  the  Souris,  at  a 
point  best  adapted  to  watch  the  traffic  from  the  United  States. 

2nd.  One  south  of  Clearwater  in  the  summer,  to  be  at  Clearwater  after  the  har- 
vest and  during  the  winter. 

3rd.  One  at  Snowflake. 

4th.  One  east  of  "  Selwyns,"  near  the  bush  at  that  point,  with  a  view  of  main- 
taining an  efficient  surveillance  of  the  trails  entering  the  timber  in  the  vicinity. 

6th.  One  on  the  trail  from  Morden  south  to  Wallhalla.  In  making  this  arrange- 
ment my  intention  was  that  each  of  these  fixed  points  should  have  two  men,  one  of 
whom  should  at  all  times  be  at  the  stations,  the  other  to  perform  the  patrol  duty 
required. 

I  further  informed  Inspector  McGibbon  that  the  Inspector  of  Customs  would 
provide  him  with  copies  of  the  law  and  general  instructions  as  to  its  enforcement 

These  instructions  were  promptly  issued  and  conveyed  to  the  men  on  the  line  of 
patrol,  and  carried  out  under  Inspector  McGibbon's  orders.  Soon  after  this,  In8pe^ 
tor  of  Customs  Young  wrote  you  as  follows : — 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  visit  of  Inspecting  Superintendent 
Cotton,  we  succeeded  in  drawing  up  a  scheme  for  the  present  protection  of  the 
southern  provincial  boundary  (for  revenue  purposes),  that  will  be  of  great  imme- 
diate value  to  the  revenue,  and  of  public  convenience  as  well  to  people  of  both  sides 
of  the  line,  as  it  will  supply  them  with  an  increased  number  of  points  at  which  they 
may  legally  come  into  and  pass  out  from  Canada  into  the  United  States,  as 
far  as  our  Customs  are  concerned." 

I  believe  I  am  quite  justified  in  adding  that  this  scheme,  in  its  practical  work- 
ing, has  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  Customs  Department. 

BUILDING  AT  PORT   SASKATCHEWAN. 

The  building  done  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  during  the  year  represents  an  expend- 
iture of  $4,365.30. 

I  hope  hereafter  to  be  able  to  show  that  this  expenditure  was  actually  necessary— 
in  fact,  imperative.  fVirther,  that  every  cent  of  the  amount  was  iudiciously  and  economi- 
cally expended.    The  amount  of  $4,365.30  is  made  up  as  follows  . — 

Contract  work,  J  Macdonald  $3,745  75 

Eoss  Bros,  paints  159  25 

F.  F.  Tims,  lumber,  &c 354  55 

W.  Humberstone,   brick  12  00 

James  Eied,  bricklaying,  &c 5  00 

R.  Smith,  painting,  &c 26  75 

L.  Moret,  lime 16  00 

M.  Macaulay,  moving  building 20  00 

G.  Ferguson,  logs 6  00 

J.  Macdonald,  drawing  up  specifications,  &c 20  00 

Total $4,365  30 

Vouchers  for  $619.55,  that  is,  for  the  amounts  exclusive  of  J.  Macdonald*s  con- 
tract, were  forwarded  to  vou  bv  SuperintendeutGriesbachonthe  15th  November  last. 

The  contract  work  done  by  J.  Macdonald  was  for  building  new  quarters  for 
commanding  officer,  and  new  barrack  room.  I  have  already  furnished  you  with 
plans  and  specifications  in  accordance  with  which  these  buildings  were  constructed. 
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i  made  a  thorough  examination,  and  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  conditions  were 
throughout  faithfully  adhered  to  by  the  contractor.  The  material  used  is  of  good 
quality  and  the  labor  performed  in  a  workman-like  manner.  I  might  here  state  that 
as  a  result  of  my  inspection  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Assistant  Commissioner  acted 
wisely  and  in  the  public  interest  in  awarding  the  contract  to  J.  Macdonald. 

With  regard  to  the  necessity  which  existed  for  the  construction  of  new  quarters  for 
officer  commanding:  the  old  quartei^s  formerly  used  by  him  consisted  of  a  log 
building  built  in  1875,  inadequate  to  the  purposes  demanded  of  it.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  this  old  building  is  now  advantageously  employed  in  other  ways. 

The  constniction  of  a  new  barrack  room  was  simply  imperative.  Superin- 
tendent Griesbach  informed  me  that  before  this  was  built  nis  men  were  so  crowded 
that  their  health  suffered.  He  was  continually  alarmed  in  case  an  outbreak  of  fever 
should  show  itself.  With  present  strength  of  division,  had  a  new  barrack  room  not 
been  built  I  believe  we  should  have  been  forced  to  rent  additional  barrack  accom- 
modation, at  all  events  during  the  winter  months.  Another  good  feature :  the 
men  are  not  now  scattered  indisci-iminately  about  the  post. 

The  two  buildings — commanding  officers'  quarters  and  barrack  room,  represent 
particularly  good  value  for  the  $3,745.75  expended.  Now,  regarding  the  expenditure 
of  $619.55  (which  added  to  contract  work  makes  expendituie  up  to  $4,365.30),  I  think 
I  had  better  give  a  somewhat  detailed  memorandum  of  the  work  done. 

Inspectors  Quarters  (now  a  serviceable  and  suitable  building). 

To  this  building  a  kitchen  10x12  was  added,  floored,  sheeted  and  shingled.  In 
the  side  rooms  of  these  quai-tei-s  floor  was  relaid,  walls  sheeted,  roof  neatly  covered 
with  cotton. 

Men*8  Mess  and  Recreation  Room  50  ft.  by  22  ft. 

New  floor  of  matched  lumber  put  over  old  floor.  Door  removed  from  side  to 
front.    A  good  porch  was  built. 

Stables. 

Floor  re-laid,  filled  in  with  lime  under  floor  for  hygienic  purposes.  Building 
plastered  and  whitewashed,  inside  and  out. 

Oil  Souse  12  ft.  by  U  ft. —{New  Building.) 

Built  of  logs  and  roofed  with  lumber ;  good  door  and  lock. 

Wash-room,  2%  ft.  by  IS  ft. 

Building  known  as  "  Pemburn  House."  It  was  "  jacked  up  "  (by  contract),  put 
on  rollers  and  moved  for  a  distance  of  about  1,000  yards,  so  brought  within  barrack 
square.  The  following  work  was  then  done;  new  foundation  built,  new  bnck  chim- 
neys, new  sleepers  for  floor  and  floor  re-laid,  new  door,  new  windows  and  new  porch 
put  in.    Two  rooms  were  partitioned  off,  shelving,  &c.,  put  in,  for  wash  basins,  &c. 

Men's  Latrine,  24  ft.  by  6  ft.— (New  Building.) 
Built  all  of  lumber,  with  good  fence  about  it. 

Ice  Souse,  17  ft.  by  14  ft. — (New  Building.) 
Built  8  feet  under  ground ;  building  of  logs,  roof  poles  and  lumber  over  roof. 

Wood  Shed  and  Latrine  for  Commanding  Officer's  Quarters. 

Both  these  buildings  built  of  lumber. 

The  labour  put  into  the  above  buildings  was  done  by  our  own  men  and  cost 
nothing. 
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The  roofs  of  the  following  buildings  were  painted  with  fire-proof  paint,  viz. : 
new  barmck  room,  mess  and  recreation  room,  Quartermaster's  store  and  office, 
Sergeant-Major's  quartei^s  and  division  store,  Sergeant's  quarters  and  mess  room,  Com- 
manding Officers  quarters  Tnew  building),  division  kitchen  and  wash-room. 

"Walls  of  the  following  ouildings  were  painted  outside,  viz. :  recreation  and  mess- 
room.  Quartermaster's  store  and  office,  new  barrack  room,  division  kitchen,  Sergt- 
Major's  quarters  and  division  store. 

Doors  and  windows  of  the  above  buildings  (except  Commanding  Officer's 
quarters  and  new  barrack  room),  were  painted  inside  and  oat. 

The  old  log  buildings  of  the  post  were  painted  and  whitewashed,  inside  and  out. 
In  these  cases,  also,  the  labour  cost  nothing,  having  been  done  by  our  men.  I  think 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  this  makes  an  uncommonly  good  showing  for  the 
amount  of  money  expended  by  Superintendent  Griesbach. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  that  next  year  a  building  appropriation  (say,  equal 
to  the  amount  expended  this  year)  be  set  aside,  with  a  view  of  satisfactorily  com- 
pleting the  post  at  Fort  Saskatchewan.  A  new  hospital  is  an  urgent  necessity.  The 
rented  building  we  are  now  using  is  at  best  but  a  wretched  apology  for  a  hospital 
This  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  gone  into  at  length  by  the  Assistant  Surgeon.  I  will 
merely  add  that  so  long  as  we  go  on  paying  rent,  as  we  have  done  for  the  past  four 
years,  the  expenditure  represents  heavy  interest  on  a  sum  of  money  that  should,  I 
think,  be  employed  in  the  construction  of  a  prpperly  planned  hospital. 

A  new  stable,  capable  of  holding  twenty  additional  horses  is  required;  also,* 
small  magazine,  which  could  be  built  of  stone  taken  from  the  Saskatchewan  River. 

The  present  guard-room  accommodation  is  very  limited.  I  should  say  too  that 
the  old  log  building  so  employed  is  not  a  particularly  healthy  one,  a  sad  fault  where 
men  are  on  duty  day  in  and  day  out,  to  say  nothing  of  the  unfortunate  prisoners.  I 
would  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  erecting  a  new  guard-room  at  this  pat. 

The  new  buildings,  (commanding  Officers'  quarters  and  barrack-room,  will  require 
painting  immediately  the  fine  weather  sets  in,  in  the  spring. 

Much  of  the  material  used  in  the  old  log  buildings  is  still  good.  In  many  iiistancec 
these  buildings  could,  at  little  cost,  be  re-built  and  so  made  serviceable.  All  the  log  buiM- 
ings  about  the  post  should  be  plastered,  painted  and  clapboarded.  This  would  notonlj 
add  to  comfort  and  appearance,  but  would  effect  an  annual  saving  in  plastering  and 
whitewashing. 

OUTPOSTS  IN   EDMONTON  DISTRICT. 

I  inspected  the  outpost  of  "G "  Division  at  Edmonton. 

This  outpost  and  detachment  is  under  command  of  Inspector  Piercy,  The  officere, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  comprising  the  detachment  are  quartered  in 
buildings  rented  from  Mr.  Donald  McLeod,  of  Edmonton. 

The  stables  used  are  also  rented  from  that  gentleman.  These  buildings  are 
centrally  and  conveniently  situated,  and  are  therefore  better  suited  to  our  require- 
ments than  those  formerly  rented  from  Hudson  Bay  Company. 

I  recently  inspected  the  *'G"  Division  outpost  at  St.  Albert.  I  found  everything 
about  the  outpost  neatly  and  systematically  arranged. 

The  builciings  are  capable  of  accommodating  one  non-commissioned  officer  acd 
five  constables.  ' 

The  stables  would  hold  four  horses. 

At  this  outpost  the  sum  of  $116  was  expended  this  year.  The  work  was  done 
by  contract,  let  to  the  lowest  tender. 

The  $116  was  expended  as  follows  : — 

Ist.  The  stable  was  thoroughly  repaired,  a  good  door  and  window  put  in,  Uie 
building  made  higher  by  two  tiers  of  logs,  so  rising  the  roof  and  making  a  hayloft. 

2nd.  A  good  well  was  dug  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mens*  quarters;  the 
construction  of  a  well,  in  addition  to  the  advantage  of  having  a  good  water  supply 
near  at  hand,  was  actually  necessary,  as  it  drained  the  cellar  under  the  quarters 
which  had  previously  been  full  of  water. 
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I  inspected  the  "  G "  Division  outpost  at  Eed  Deer  River,  and  have  already 
furnished  you  with  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject. 

I  would  now  add,  that  in  my  opinion  Red  Deer  River  crossing,  where  the  detach- 
ment is,  should  be  regarded  as  the  natural  boundary  between  the  districts  of  "  E  " 
and  "  G "  Divisions.  1  certainly  think  that  the  detachment  stationed  at  Red  Deer 
River  should  be  composed  of  men  taken  from  "E"  Division  at  Calgary,  and  not  from 
"  G  "  Division  (Fort  Saskatchewan),  as  it  now  is. 

My  reasons  for  arriving  at  this  conclusion  are  as  follows : — 

Red  Deer  River  is  nearer  Calgary  than  Fort  Saskatchewan.  From  Calgary  a 
better  supei-vision  of  the  detachment  would,  I  think,  be  maintained.  Superintendent 
Griesbach's  usual  duties  seldom  take  him  in  the  direction  of  Red  Deer  River.  Corres- 
pondence from  Calgary  could  be  answered  on  the  day  of  its  receipt.  This  cannot  be 
done  with  correspondence  from  Fort  Saskatchewan,  as  the  mail  stages  (carrying 
weekly  mail),  ci-oss  north  of  Red  Deer  River. 

I  think,  too,  that  the  pati-ol  work  of  both  divisions  "  E  and  G  "  would  be  reduced 
and  more  satisfactorily  performed.  I  might  here  add  that  this  post  is  centrally 
situated  as  regards  the  settlements  about  the  Spruce,  Little  Red  Deer  and  Blindman 
Rivers. 

All  this  section  of  country  is  particularly  fine— the  land  is  rich  and  fertile,  and 
well  supplied  with  wood  and  water. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  all  the 
above  settlements  being  considerably  augmented  during  the  coming  year. 

TELBPHONIO   COMMUNICATION. 

I  would  recommend  that  telephonic  communication  be  established  between  the 
barra<iks  and  the  town  at  Maple  Creek. 

The  same  recommendation  applies  to  the  post  and  town  at  Medicine  Hat.  At 
this  place  the  town  is  east  of  the  Saskatchewan  River,  while  our  post  is  on  the  west. 
The  distance  between  the  two  points  is  considerable.  The  cost  in  the  above  cases 
would  not  be  great. 

I  should  have  said  that  Maple  Creek  post  is  about  three  miles  from  the  town. 
At  Medicine  Hat  poles  would  only  be  required  from  the  west  side  of  the  railway 
bridge,  as  I  presume  there  would  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  authorities  to  allow  a  telephone  wire  to  be  placed  on  their  telegraph  line  as 
far  as  it  extends  towards  our  post. 

For  very  little  more  than  the  cost  of  wire  and  an  instrument,  telephonic  com- 
munication could  be  established  between  Edmonton  and  Fort  Saskatchewan.  This 
is  on  the  assumption  that  a  telephone  wire  could  be  run  along  the  Government  tele- 
graph poles  between  the  two  places.  In  any  case  poles  are  easily  procurable  at 
Edmonton.  Already  Edmonton  and  St.  Albert  are  connected  by  telephone.  The 
line  I  recommend  would  put  both  outposts  in  communication  with  Fort  Saskat- 
chewan, the  headquarters  of  the  district. 

Telephones  could  with  advantage  be  utilized  in  the  Macleod  district,  so  placing 
Port  Macleod  (headquarters  of  district)  in  communication  with  the  numerous  and 
impoi*tant  outposts. 

A  Government  telegraph  line  passes  within  a  few  yards  of  our  outpost  at  Kipp 
(midway  between  Macleod  and  Leth bridge).  A  branch  office,  with  one  of  our  men 
as  operator,  could  be  established  at  mere  nominal  cost.  Besides,  the  time  gained  in 
transmission  of  messages,  such  a  step  would  effect  a  great  saving  in  the  wear  and 
tear  of  horse  flesh. 

Of  com-se,  if  a  telephone  was  put  in  at  Kipp  the  telegraph  office  would  be 
unnecessary.  I  append  the  second  recommendation,  in  case  it  be  found  inadvisable 
to  supply  telephones  at  an  early  date. 
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CLOTHING  AND   KIT. 

The  different  articles  of  kit  and  clothing  supplied  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  are  of  exceptionally  good  quality. 

Buffalo  coats  are,  unfoi'tunately  now  no  longer  procurable.  No  really  good 
substitute  for  them  has  yet  appeared,  though  several  experiments  have  been  made. 

The  "Montana  calf  "  coats  were  a  very  decided  failure.  The  dyed  sheep  skins 
are  much  more  se]*viceable,  though  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  recommend  (at 
all  events,  without  further  trial)  that  they  be  adopted  for  general  winter  use. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  tnal  be  given  to  cloth  coats  lined  with  some  inex- 
pensive skin  (say  musk-rat)  and  trimmed  with  heavy  fur  about  collar  and  cuffs. 

i  would  again  renew  my  previously  made  recommendation  in  favor  of  a  prairie 
suit  of  some  neutral  color.  A  loose  !Norfolk  jacket  (lots  of  pockets)  made  of  light, 
soft  cord,  with  riding  breeches  of  the  same  matenal,  would,  I  think,  answer  our 
purpose  admirably. 

I  trust  that  helmets  and  forage  caps  will  soon  be  discarded.  The  forage  cap 
f\irnishes  no  protection  whatsoever  in  any  weather.  A  helmet  is  just  about  as  use- 
less as  it  is  annoying  and  perplexing,  in  support  of  this,  it  is  a  well  known  &ct 
that  when  men  travel  on  tne  prairie  they  invariably  pack  their  helmets  in  the 
waggons.  I  think  the  forage  caps  could  be  replaced  by  soft  felt  hats,  such  as  the 
American  troops  use. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

The  "  liquor  laws,'*  as  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  North-West  Act  are  often 
called,  have  given  rise  to  considerable  discussion.  In  the  early  days  prohibition 
was  a  necessity.  It  was  an  important  factor  in  maintaining  peace  among  the  Indians. 
The  half-breecf  element  also  benefited  by  it. 

The  construction  of  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  proceeded 
quietly  and  the  total  absence  of  all  serious  crime — notwithstanding  the  sudden  influx  of 
thousands  of  rough  navvies — was  remarked  with  astonishment.  This  was  again  and 
again  borne  testimony  to  by  prominent  railway  men  who  had  had  experience  in 
other  countries.  Even  with  the  efficient  police  surveillance  maintained,  such  happy 
results  could  not,  I  think,  have  come  about,  but  far  the  prohibitory  laws  existing. 
That  these  laws  were  sometimes  broken,  even  in  those  days,  is  an  undeniable  fact 
Such,  however,  was  the  exception,  not  the  rule. 

Looking  back  over  the  history  of  the  Territories  it  cannot  be  said  that  prohibition 
was  a  failure  or  that  it  did  not  bring  with  it  many  good  results. 

Now,  however,  the  situation  is  changed ;  towns  and  settlements  have  sprung  up 
all  over  the  Territories.  The  white  population,  in  discussing  these  changes,  has 
ventilated  the  subject  freely  and  fully  in  the  Territorial  press.  As  a  police  force  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  different  moral  interpretations  put  on  the  Act. 

It  must  sufiice  for  us  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  a  prohibitory  law  does 
not  give  universal  satisfaction. 

This  question  might  also  be  considered :  Is  it^ossi7>/e  to  enforce  the  law  as  it  now 
stands  on  the  statute  nook  ?  With  regard  to  the  Act  in  its  present  form,  I  make  the 
following  quotation  from  my  report  of  last  year.    It  still  applies  with  equal  force: 

"  The  large  number  of  appeal  cases — that  is,  appeals  from  magistrates  to  Supi-eme 
Court — has,  I  think,  brought  out  many  points  worthy  of  consideration,  with  a  view 
of  bringing  about  some  desirable  amendments  in  the  Act,  Take  this  point,  for 
instance  :  one  of  the  learned  judges  before  whom  appeals  were  heard  holds  that  any 
one  bringing  in  liquor  under  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  permit  may  transfer  such 
liquor  to  other  residents  of  the  Territories  who  are  not  themselves  in  possession  of 
permits;  and  further,  that  people  so  receiving  liquor  are  not  liable  to  punishment  by 
fine  or  imprisonment.  My  last  desire  is  to  criticise  in  the  slightest  degree  the  legality 
of  such  judgment.  I  may,  nowever,  add  that  if  this  is  the  correct  reading  of  the  Act 
it  will  hereafter  certainly  handicap  the  police  in  their  efforts  to  suppress  illegal 
liquor  traffic." 
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I  was  unquestionably  right  in  this  surmise.  It  is  now,  in  almost  every  case, 
necessary  to  proceed  against  alleffed  offenders  for  having  illegally  sold  liquor,  not 
having  it  illegally  in  possession.  The  sale  of  liquor  is  hard  to  prove,  as  experience 
has  amply  shown. 

I  think  no  part  of  any  fine  for  infringement  of  prohibitory  clauses  should  be 
paid  to  members  of  the  police  force. 

In  carrying  an  Act  of  this  nature  into  effect  constables  and  othei'S  should— even 
to  the  most  sceptical  of  critics — ^be  above  suspicion. 

HOSPITAL  AT  HAPL£  CREEK. 

The  building  we  are  now  using  as  a  hospital  at  Maple  Creek  is  not  suitable  for 
such  purpose.  I  trust  it  may  be  found  practicable  to  erect  a  small  hospital  at  this 
post  ouring  the  coming  year. 

IBON  BEDS  FOR  BARRACK  ROOMS. 

A  supply  of  iron  beds  for  barrack  I'ooms  is  urgently  required.  This  would  add 
to  themen^  comfort  and  unquestionably  improve  the  genei*al  appearance  of  the  rooms. 

RECRUITS. 

The  class  of  recruits  enlisted  dunng  the  year  has  been  exceptionally  good;  the 
general  physique  of  the  force  cannot  well  be  surpassed. 

constables'  manual. 

I  think  a  careftilly  revised  constables'  manual,  with  necessary  explanations  as 
to  the  application  of  North-West  ordinances,  would  be  found  of  great  sei^vice.  The 
cost  of  publishing  such  a  manual  in  pamphlet  form  would  not  be  great. 

DISCHARGES. 

1  earnestly  trust  that  some  plan  may  soon  be  authorized  and  adopted  by  which 
all  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  will  have,  on  giving  say  six  or  seven  week's 
notice,  the  unconditional  right  of  purchasing  their  discharges. 

The  knowledge  that  a  man  could  at  any  time  obtain  his  discharge  by  purchase 
would,  I  fully  believe,  reduce  materially  the  number  of  applications  now  made  under 
the  present  system. 

TARGET  PRACTICE  AND  RIFLE  SHOOTING. 

As  far  as  was  consistent  with  other  duties  demanded  of  them,  the  members  of 
the  force  have  been  well  grounded  in  musketiy  instruction,  and  in  all  cases  that 
have  come  under  my  notice  the  target  practice  has  been  carefully  carried  ou.  The 
formation  of  the  Divisional  Eifle  Associations  are  annually  assuming  larger  propor- 
tions. The  spirit  of  rivalry  and  competition  which  these  associations  evolve  has  had 
a  markedly  good  effect. 

The  interest  in  rifle  shooting  is  now  universal.  Without  this  the  annual  course  of 
target  practice  loses  much  of  its  usefulness. 

I  would  recommend  that  each  Divisional  Eifle  Association  get  (j>er  capita)  a 
free  issue  of  ammunition  for  use  of  members  during  prize  meetings." 

This  will  have  the  effect  ot  making  rifle  shooting  more  thoroughly  popular,  the 
surest  method  of  obtaining  efficiency.  I  would  also  recommend  the  issue  of  marks- 
men's badges. 

WINCHESTER   RIFLES. 

The  Winchester  rifles  with  which  the  force  is  armed  have  not  proved  a  veiy 
gi'eat  success.  A  large  percentage  of  the  rifles  require  re-sighting.  I  trust  this 
will  receive  attention. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COTTON, 

Inspecting  Superintendent. 
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ANNUAL    EEPORT    OF    SUPEEINTENDENT   MoELLREE,    COMMANDING 

"E"  DIVISION,  1889. 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Calgary,  13th  December,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  annual  report  for  the  twelve  months  ended 
the  30th  November  last. 

general  state  of  district. 

The  general  state  of  the  distnct  has  been  veiy  quiet,  nothing  occurring  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest.  Some  who  had  settled  in  the  district  have  left,  but  their 
places  are  more  than  filled  by  others  coming  in.  I  am  unable  to  state  the  number  of 
new  inhabitants  in  this  district  duiing  the  past  year  or  the  amount  of  land  taken  up, 
but  the  figures  are  considerable  in  both  cases.  Calgary  keeps  growing  steadily ;  many 
fine  stone  buildings  have  been  and  ai*e  in  course  of  erection.  .  Improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  streets.  There  are  two  electric  light  companies,  two  companies  asking 
for  charters  to  run  street  railways  and  water  works  in  the  near  future.  The  otiiw 
chief  centres  in  district  have  not  changed  very  perceptibly.  Canmore  has  be^n  to 
go  ahead.  There  are  two  coal  mines  (anthracite).  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of 
one  of  the  companies  next  sprint  to  bridge  the  Bow  Eiver  and  put  in  a  spur  from 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway.  The  mines  at  Anthracite  have  been  worked,  more  or 
less,  during  the  past  year.  At  Banff  there  has  been  considerable  improvement  made 
in  the  condition  of  the  old  roads,  and  quite  a  number  of  new  ones  have  been  opened. 
One  or  two  blazed  pack  trails  have  also  been  opened  up.  Coal  mines  are  in  operation 
at  Anthracite,  Canmore,  Mitford,  Crowfoot  Creek,  South  Fork  of  Sheep  Creek,  and 
North  Fork  of  High  Eiver.  There  are  numerous  places  thj*ongh  the  country  where 
coal  shows.  A  woollen  mill  is  about  to  be  opened  on  Fish  Creek.  A  cheese  factory 
has  been  successfully  established  on  the  Elbow.  There  is  not  a  grist  mill  in  the  dis- 
trict, as  far  as  I  am  aware. 

crime. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  short  time  the  country  has  been  settled,  the 
number  of  Indians  and  Half-breeds  living  within  the  area  of  the  district,  the 
large  floating  population  who  have  no  permanent  stake  in  the  country,  I  con- 
sider there  .has  oeen  a  marked  absence  of  serious  crime.  One  case  of  homicide 
occurred  on  Ist  March  last,  whereby  a  Cree  squaw  came  to  her  deaUi.  The  particu- 
lars are  well  known  to  the  public.  I  attach  a  list  of  charges  heard  befoi-e  officers  of 
the  force  sitting  as  magistrates.  This  return  shows  but  part  of  detected  crime  in  the 
district,  but  I  have  no  means  of  getting  a  return  of  the  balance  of  cases.  Five  cases 
of  horse  stealing  were  investigated  by  me.  Four  of  these  went  to  trial  and  resulted 
in  three  convictions  and  one  acquittal.  The  fifth  case  was  one  of  considerable  public 
interest,  as  the  prisoner  was  chai*ged  with  stealing  some  60  head  of  horses  in  this 
district.  Not  sufficient  evidence  was  adduced  to  warrant  a  commitment  and  prisoner 
was  discharged.  There  were  twenty-two  cases  of  infractions  of  North-West  Terri- 
tories Act,  concerning  intoxicants,  tried  before  Inspecter  Harper  and  myself,  respect- 
ively, at  BiEinff  and  Calgary.  Of  these,  six  cases  were  dismissed  and  the  balance  con- 
victed. Of  those  cases  (sixteen)  in  which  the  magistrates  convicted,  five  paid  their 
fines ;  the  balance  (eleven)  appealed.  Of  these,  eight  were  quashed,  two  were  upheld 
in  the  Supreme  Court  and  one  not  yet  settled.  The  only  liquor  cases  that  I  know  of 
coming  before  local  magistrates  are  two  cases  at  Gleichen,  where  two  convictions 
were  made  under  prosecutions  instituted  by  members  of  the  detachment  stationed  at 
that  point.  One  case  was  for  selling  intoxicants ;  the  other  for  selling  intoxicants  to 
Indians.    Fines  in  both  cases  were  paid.    There  were  a  couple  of  cases  of  embracery 
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in  connection  with  trial  for  manslaughter.  One  ease  was  dismissed ;  the  principal  in 
the  other  case  left  the  country.  Five  cases  of  infractions  of  Inland  Bevenue  Act  have 
been  dealt  with ;  three  cases  under  Fire  Ordinance  and  one  under  that  relating  to 
poisons.  There  have  been  a  good  many  cases  of  ^'  drunk  and  disorderly ''  at  Banff 
and  Anthracite.    There  were  several  cases  of  larceny,  assaults,  &c. 

^*  Deerfoot/'  a  Blackfoot  Indian,  who  made  himself  so  well  known  some  years  ago, 
returned  to  the  i*e8erve  last  spring.  He  found  he  had  not  been  forgotten,  and  after 
hiding  for  a  while  he  gave  himself  up,  was  tried,  and  got  a  short  term  of  imprison- 
ment. 

Since  the  30th  November,  1888,  there  have  been  confined  in  the  guard-room  at  this 
poet  §ixty-8ix  prisoners,  of  whom  seven  were  insane  persons.  Of  the  seven  insane 
persons,  six  were  sent  to  Selkirk ;  the  seventh  hanged  himself  in  his  cell.  Three 
prisoners,  with  sentences  over  two  years,  were  sent  to  Stoney  Mountain.  There  were 
twelve  Indians  among  the  66  prisoners  confined  during  the  year.  There  are  still 
some  people  in  the  district  who  have  very  easy  conseiencies  as  to  ownership  of  live 
stock.  There  have  not  been  many  clear  cases  of  horse  stealing  reported,  but  I  am 
afVaid  this  class  of  crime  is  not  by  any  means  stamped  out.  The  country  is  so  large 
that  unless  a  case  is  reported  at  once,  and  vou  have  a  hot  scent  to  go  on,  it  is  hard  to 
trace  a  horse.  Cattle  killing  has  been  also  indulged  in  to  some  extent,  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  a  clear  case  against  any  pai*ty.  A  good  stock  detective  is  much 
needed  in  this  district ;  some  one  also  to  be  present  at  the  shipments  of  live  stock  to 
recoi*d  every  brand.  A  hide  inspector  is  also  much  needed.  There  have  been  a  few 
cases  reported  of  settleng*  houses  having  been  broken  into,  but  the  guilty  parties 
were  not  found.  In  one  case  the  circumstances  pointed  very  strongly  against  two 
Blackfoot  Indians,  but  the  magistrates  who  heard  the  preliminary  examination  did 
not  consider  the  evidence  sufficient  to  convict.  Twelve  stolen  horses  taken  from 
near  Fort  Assiniboine,  Montana,  were  recovered  on  the  Blackfoot  Eeserve,  and  sent 
back  to  their  owners.  A  few  other  horses  stolen  in  the  district  have  been  recovered, 
and  quite  a  number  of  stray  horses  taken  care  of  and  returned  to  their  owners. 

PATROLS  AND   OUTPOSTS. 

The  detachments  have  been  stationed  at  the  following  points  : — 

Gleichen,  Morley,  Canmore,  Anthracite,  Banff,  Laggan,  Scarlett's,  North  Fork  of 
Sheep  Creek,  Pekisko,  High  River  Crossing  and  Industrial  School.  From  all  these 
poin&,  except  Canmore  and  the  three  stations  west  of  there,  constant  patrols  have 
been  sent  out,  and  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  district  have  been  thoroughly  patrolled. 

From  Gleichen  patrols  visit  the  Blackfoot  Beserve  constantly,  go  north  as  far  as 
the  settlement  on  the  Bosebud,  south  as  far  as  Queenstown,  and  east  and  west  along 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  as  far  as  their  services  are  required.  This  detachment 
sent  out  538  parties  during  the  twelve  months. 

The  detachment  at  Morley  patrols  the  countiy  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  east  as 
far  as  Cochrane  and  west  to  the  Gap,  and  north  and  south  as  required;  201  trips 
were  made  f^om  this  point. 

The  detachment  at  Scarlett's,  on  the  Edmonton  trail,  visited  settlers  in  vicinity, 
patrolled  once  a  week  as  far  as  Beaver  Dam  for  a  great  part  of  the  season,  and 
searched  freighting  outfits  going  north.    The  number  of  trips  performed  was  137. 

The  detachment  at  North  Fork,  Sheep  Creek  patrolled  country  between  that 
creek  and  Fish  and  Pine  Creeks,  up  the  creek  as  far  as  there  are  any  settlers,  and 
down  the  creek  for  about  20  miles,  and  has  made  252  trips. 

The  detachment  at  Pekisko  has  patrolled  the  different  forks  of  Sheep  Creek, 
and  country  lying  between,  has  met  patrols  from  Mosquito  Creek  and  High  River 
Crossing,  each  once  a  week,  and  has  made  a  total  of  309  trips. 

The  detachment  at  High  River  Crossing  patrolled  to  settlers  up  and  down  the 
river,  and  north  and  south,  and  met  patrols  from  Mosquito  Creek  and  Industrial 
School,  each  once  a  week,  and  kept  note  of  all  travellers  on  the  Macleod  trail,  and 
has  made  143  trips. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26 


The  detach  moot  at  Industrial  School  has  visited  all  settlers  in  that  vicinity,  and 
met  patrol  once  a  week  from  High  Eiver  Crossing,  prevented  Indians  from  camping 
near  school  and  from  taking  their  children  n  way  from  the  school.  This  detachment 
has  made  201  trips. 

From  early  spring  until  lately  one  or  more  patrols  have  been  sent  out  from 
Calgary  to  visit  settlers  in  surrounding  country,  generally  returning  the  same  day; 
285  parties  have  left  Calgary  during  the  past  twelve  months  on  different  duties,  so 
that  the  total  number  of  trips  performed  during  the  past  year  is  as  follows: — 

Calgary 285 

Scarlett's 137 

Pekisko 309 

Morley , 201 

Gleichen 538 

Millar's 252 

Industrial  School 201 

High  Eiver  Crossing 143 

Total 2,066 


These  tinps  were  all  made  with  horses  (I  have  not  counted  any  work  done  by 
train),  and  varied  in  length  from  a  few  miles  to  393  miles.  I  have  not  included  the 
mountain  detachments  in  the  above,  though  at  Banff  the  horses  do  steady  work. 
Mounted  patrols  have  visited  the  different  points  in  the  park,  and  parties  frequent- 
ly go  to  Anthratite  and  Canmore.  Constant  trips  were  also  made  to  Devil's  Lake 
with  the  Banff  transport. 

.  The  men  stationed  atLaggan  ai^e  there  principally  to  stop  the  liquor  traffic^ 
and  they  have  a  great  deal  of  arduous  and  tiring  night  work  examining 
trains.  One  man  always  goes  down  on  No.  1  express  and  back  on  No.  2.  At 
Anthracite  the  detachment's  chief  work  is  to  keep  order  amongst  the  miners  and 
try  to  keep  the  liquor  traffic  within  bounds,  which  is  not  always  easy  to  do, 
particularly  on  pay  days.  At  Canmore  the  detachment  examines  ti-ains  and 
looks  after  the  general  oi*der  of  the  place.  Laggan,  Anthracite  and  Canmore 
are  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  officer  in  charge  at  Banff.  As 
the  eastern  end  of  the  mountain  division  is  to  be  moved  to  Canmore  it  will 
be  necessary  to  move  detachment  from  Laggan  and  have  a  stronger  force  at 
Canmore,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  erect  buildings  for  their  accommoda- 
tioii.  I  think  a  man  should  be  stationed  at  Cochrane  or  Mitford.  They  are  close 
together.  At  Gleichen  the  men  are  in  hired  buildings.  I  think  it  would  be  prefer- 
able to  have  buildings  of  our  own.  At  Pekisko  we  have  a  hired  building  which 
answers  the  purpose  very  well.  The  men  at  all  the  other  detachments,  except 
Banff,  live  at  settlers'  houses  or  hotels,  and  it  costs  a  good  deal  of  money ;  but  from 
the  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  it  is  difficult  to  arrange  it  otherwise. 
Detachment's  at  Scarlett's  and  High  Eiver  Crossing  have  been  called  in  for  the  win- 
ter. The  different  detachments  have  done  good  work,  by  keeping  Indians  off  the 
cattle  ranges  as  much  as  possible  and  from  camping  near  settlei^s'  houses.  It  is 
pretty  up-hill  work,  but  any  camp  has  always  been  moved  as  soon  as  found, 
unless  the  head  of  the  party  pmduced  a  pass.  The  total  mileage  performed  by 
horses  of  this  division  is  163,2<>0  miles,  as  per  attached  statement  (not  printed).  It 
does  not  represent  by  any  means  every  mile  travelled,  but  only  downright  duty, 
not  counting  exercise  rides,  drills,  &c. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   INDIAN   DEPARTMENT. 

Detachment  at  Gleichen  has  rendered  aid  to  agent  at  Blackfoot  Reserve  on 
several  occasions  by  arresting  Indians  for  various  offences,  and  in  minor  ways.  An 
escort  was  furnished  during  treaty  payments,  the  treaty  money  received  at  Canadian 
Pacific  railway  station  and  turned  over  to  agent.  Treaty  money  was  received  at 
Calgary  for  payments  at  Sarcee  Reserve.    An  escort  to  reserve  with  the  money,  and 
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escort  remained  during  payments.  I  received  money  for  treaty  payments  for  the- 
north,  which  I  handed  over  to  a  party  from  "  G, "  and  sent  a  mounted  man  from  here 
as  far  as  Eed  Deer  Crossing  with  the  party.  After  the  **Sun  Dance,"  held  by 
Sarcees,  they  refused  to  go  back  to  agency,  and  the  agent  stopped  their  rations,  and 
asked  me  to  send  an  officer  and  party  to  go  with  him  to  try  and  induce  the  Indiana 
to  return.  I  sent  an  officer  and  ten  men,  and  the  agent  perauaded  the  Indians  to 
return.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  visited  the  Blackfoot  Eeserve  on  the 
1st  October,  and  was  furnished  with  what  transport  and  men  he  required.  At 
the  request  of  the  Indian  Commissioner  I  sent  away  the  straggling  Crees  who  had 
been  so  long  about  here.  There  was  considerable  trouble  about  this,  as  they  would 
leave  Calgary  and  spread  about  the  surrounding  country,  resulting  in  complaints  from 
Bettlei*s.  By  means  of  arresting  a  few  of  the  men  as  vagrants,  and  giving  them  short 
terms  of  imprisonment,  they  have  mostly  been  got  i-id  of. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  BAIL  WATS. 

I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  render  any  particular  assistance  to  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Eailway.    Everything  appears  to  work  very  smoothly  on  that  line. 

DRILL,   TAEGBT  PRACTICE,   &C. 

During  last  winter  and  early  spring,  every  man  in  the  division,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  went  thi*ough  a  course  or  setting  up,  squad  and  arm  drill.  When  the 
weather  permitted,  and  enough  men  were  in  barracks,  a  general  parade  was 
held  once  a  week.  Towai*ds  fall,  some  drill  early  in  the  morning  was  performed. 
Considerable  mounted  drill  was  performed  in  September  and  October.  During  the 
season  all  members  of  the  division,  with  a  few  exceptions,  went  through  the  fhll 
coui*se  of  dismounted  and  mounted  target  and  revolver  practice. 

.  PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  members  of  my  division  is,  I  consider,  very  good.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  late  visit  of  the  Governor  General  to  Calgary,  the  guard  of  honor 
numbered  54,  rank  and  file,  and  competent  judges  were  go^  enough  to  inform  me 
that  they  had  never  seen  a  finer  body  of  men  together. 

RECRUITS. 

A  few  recruits  have  been  engaged  here,  and  have  all  been  sent  to  Regina,  with 
one  exception.  Quite  a  number  have  been  rejected,  not  coming  up  to  physical 
standard  required. 

HEALTH. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  any  kind,  and  the  general  health  of  division  has- 
been  good.  The  old  barrack  rooms  were  undoubtedly  unhealthy,  and  the  men  find 
their  new  quarters  decidedly  more  comfortable.  One  man  broke  his  arm  by  a  horse 
falling  with  him,  and  there  have  been  a  few  minor  injuries  from  kicks  from  horses, 
&c.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  deaths  of  two  members  of  my  division.  On  the 
4th  April,  during  drill.  Constable  Masterson  fell  out,  complaining  of  not  feeling  welL 
He  lay  down  on  his  bed,  and,  in  about  half-an-hour  commenced  breathing  very 
heavily  and  died  almost  instantly.  The  cause  was  appoplexy.  His  remains  were 
buried  at  the  Soman  Catholic  cemetery.  Constable  Leigh  died  on  the  20th  Novem- 
ber last  from  cardiac  dropsy.  He  was  ill  nearly  a  month.  His  remains  were  buried 
in  the  English  cemeteiy. 

RATIONS  AND   LIGHT. 

The  rations  are  of  very  good  quality,  except  the  coffee,  which  is  poor.  The  coal 
oil  is  not  of  the  best  quality. 
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KIT,   CLOTHING,  &0. 


The  different  articles  of  kit  and  clothing  appear  to  be  of  good  quality.  I  think 
the  price  of  the  serge  tunics  is  too  high.  It  is  an  expensive  article  ofHdtfora 
man  to  replace,  and  one  will  not  last  a  man  a  year  when  it  is  in  almost  daily  use. 
There  is  a  great  divei'sity  in  the  patterns  of  winter  overcoats  at  present.  I  do  not 
think  the  fore-and-aft  caps  shelter  a  man's  head  sufficiently  in  hot  weather.  Part  of 
the  issue  of  socks  should  oe  of  a  lighter  quality. 


ABMS  AND  AMMUNITION. 

The  division  has  a  full  complement  of  1876  pattei*n  Winchester  carbines.  A 
^ood  many  of  these  have  been  in  use  for  seven  or  eight  years  and  begin  to  show 
signs  of  wear.  The  browning  is  worn  off  a  ^reat  many  ana  the  sights  are  consider- 
ably knocked  about.  The  revolvers  are  all  in  good  order.  I  have  quite  a  plentiM 
supply  of  ammunition  on  hand,  both  rifle  and  revolver. 

DESERTIONS. 

Four  men  deserted  during  the  past  twelve  months.  Constable  Wardrop 
received  a  fbrlough  to  go  to  England  and  did  not  i*eturn.  He  represented  himseu 
to  be  a  gentleman.  Constable  Stratton  received  a  ftirlough  to  visit  firiends  in 
Canada  and  is  still  visiting  them.  Constable  Beleuse  deserted  from  Calgary  on  the 
23rd  June  last,  having  been  transferred  a  short  time  before  from  the  north.  He 
was  generally  supposed  to  be  slightly  crazy.  The  fourth,  Constable  Bennett,  A.  L., 
deserted  from  Calgary  on  9th  November  last.  He  had  been  less  than  five  months 
in  the  force  and  came  from  "  C  "  Battery  with  a  good  discharge.  Two  men  gave 
themselves  up,  one  having  deserted  from  this  post,  the  other  from  Lethbridge. 

SAVINGS  BANK. 

The  amount  to  credit  of  division  in  Savings  Bank  is  $2,835.16. 

INSPECTION  OF  DIVISION. 

The  post  has  been  visited  by  yourself  nine  times  during  the  past  year,  and  you 
also  were  at  most  of  the  outposts. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  held  several  inspections,  checking  all  books,  &c^ 
and  weekly  inspection  when  in  barracks,  and  has  visited  all  the  out  posts  except  the 
Industrial  School.  I  have  made  my  usual  inspections  in  barracks  and  out  posts,  and 
the  various  out  posts  have  been  visited  by  officei's  of  the  division. 

Orderly  officer  visits  the  heixi  once  a  week,  and  the  Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant 
evevy  second  day. 

HORSES. 

The  horees  of  division  are  generally  good.  At  present  my  muster  roll  shows  103 : — 

Oalgary 40 

•Cast  and  sold  (not  yet  struck  off) 3 

Heixi 30 

Detachment  and  on  duty 30 

Total 103 


Seventeen  remounts  were  received  during  the  year  and  eleven  sold.  Two  horses 
have  been  lost  by  death.  One  pulled  his  picket  pin  and  galloped  a  short  distance,  buck- 
ing and  jumping,  and  burst  something  inside,  dying  in  a  few  minutes.  In  the  second 
case  the  horse  dropped  dead  while  being  ridden  at  an  easy  lope. 

The  remounts  are  all  passed  by  a  qualified  veterinary  surgeon,  and  are  to  all 
.appearance  perfectly  sound  and  free  from  blemish  when  taken  over,  yet  in  a  short 
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time  many  of  them  throw  splints,  and  quite  a  percentage  of  curbs  appear.  It  is  not 
from  hard  work  or  ill-usage,  and  there  appears  to  be  something  wanting  in  the  quality 
of  the  bone  of  horses  bred  in  this  country.  There  has  been  no  epidemic  amongst  the 
horses  and  very  few  cases  of  serious  sickness. 

SADDLERT  AND  HARNESS. 

The  saddles  of  the  division  are  mostly  in  good  repair.  The  saddler  goes  over 
them  constantly,  making  needed  repairs,  and  they  are  washed  frequently  with  soft 
soap,  and  oiled,  so  as  to  keep  the  leather  soft.  There  are  seventy-one  saddles  on  issue 
to  the  division.  They  have  all  seen  considerable  service,  except  six,  which  were 
received  in  1888.  Harness  is  in  good  state  of  repair  and  sufficient  in  supply.  Most  of 
the  heavy  harness  is  old  but  still  serviceable .  Some  new  harness  for  4-in-hand  driv- 
ing was  received  during  the  past  season.  Since  my  last  report  one  of  the  old  baiTack 
rooms  has  been  turned  into  a  saddle  and  harness  room,  and  it  is  a  great  improvement 
on  the  old  cramped  room  formerly  in  use.  Some  new  numnahs  were  received,  which 
require  to  be  leathered  to  last  any  length  of  time. 

TRANSPORT. 

All  transport  is  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  except  one  patrol  waggon  bA)ken  up  in 
a  runaway,  which  will  be  repaired  this  winter.  A  Corporal  is  in  cnarge  of  all  ti-ans- 
poi*t,  and  he  goes  over  it  every  day,  taking  notes  of  any  repairs  required.  His  list 
18  sent  to  orderly  room,  and  repairs  are  at  once  made  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  Acting  Quai-ter  master.  The  platform  spring  waggons  supplied  the  past  season 
have  given  good  satisiaction,  some  few  changes  having  to  be  made,  notably  making 
hand  breaks  into  foot  breaks,  and  moving  drivers'  seats  farther  back.  The  new  pati-ol 
waggons  are  also  of  a  better  style,  and  the  teamsters  like  them  better  than  the  former 
pattern.  As  a  waggon  shed  was  built  this  fall,  the  transport  in  future  will  be  under 
cover. 

FORAGE. 

The  past  season  having  been  so  dry,  hay  was  not  as  plentiful  as  usual,  and  the 
price  consequently  is  higher.  Fortunately  there  was  some  old  hay  on  hand,  as  the 
contractor  has  been  veiy  slow  in  getting  in  the  hay,  and  at  present  has  delivered 
but  a  small  part  of  his  contract.  What  has  been  received  is  of  good  quality.  At 
Gleichen  hay  is  delivered  as  required.  At  Pekisko  the  contract  was  ^led  in  good 
time.  At  Banff  the  hay  has  not  yet  been  delivered,  as  it  cannot  be  moved  until  the 
river  freezes  up.  Oats  delivered  have  been  of  good  quality  on  the  old  contract.  The 
price  of  oats  on  new  contract  is  considerably  higher  than  last  year,  the  supply  being 
not  so  plentiful,  but  the  quality,  so  far,  has  been  good.  Bran  is  bought  as  required. 
All  detachments  are  supplied  with  oats  from  headquarters. 

STABLES. 

Since  my  last  report  the  team  stable  has  been  completely  overhauled,  the 
floors  torn  up,  stalls  cobbled  half  their  length,  newly  planked,  new  mangers,  feed- 
boxes  and  swing-bails,  and  mudded  and  whitewashed.  The  edges  of  mangers  and 
feed-boxes  have  all  been  edged  with  tin,  as  the  horses,  fVom  constant  biting,  soon 
•destroy  them,  if  not  protected  in  such  a  manner.  It  is  an  impossibility  to  keep  the 
chinking  and  mortar  in  between  the  logs,  as  the  horses  pull  it  out  about  as  quickly 
as  it  can  be  put  in,  and  the  stables  require  to  be  lined  inside. 

GENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  of  the  division  is  veiy  complete,  the  only  articles  I  have 
to  suggest  as  wanting  are  a  few  pack  saddles.  Some  rubber  [or  canvas  buckets  are 
required  for  use  of  parties  travelling.  Neither  wood  or  zinc  buckets  will  last  long 
on  such  service. 
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BARRACKS  AND   BARRACK  FURNITUE«. 

A  considerable  amount  of  building  and  repairs  have  been  undertaken  and  com- 
pleted in  this  district  during  the  past  twelve  months.  The  new  hospital  was 
occupied  on  26th  August.  It  is  comfortable,  but  hard  to  heat.  There  are  atpresont 
four  heating  stoves  in  it.  Ventilation  in  the  wards  should  be  improved.  The  new 
barracks  building  was  occupied  on  the  2l8t  September — nearly  a  year  after  com- 
pletion was  called  for  by  contract.  It  appears  to  be  well  built,  and  the  rooms  are 
spacious  and  comfortable.  The  mess-room  is  a  iSne  room,  and  plenty  of  space  in  the 
kitchens.     The  wash-room,  which  is  in  the  basement,  is  still  uncompleted. 

One  of  the  old  barrack  rooms  is  being  used  at  present  as  a  lavatory.  No  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  supply  of  either  cold  or  hot  water  for  the  new  lavatory. 

A  waggon  shed  was  built  in  line  with  the  stables,  100  feet  long  by  24  feet  wide, 
And  is  a  substantial  building.  All  buildings  were  painted  and  the  artificer's  shop 
shingled.  No.  2  officers'  quarters  and  quartermaster's  store  were  clapboarded, 
new  fences  and  gates  put  up  between  the  stables,  a  fence  built  around  the  full 
length  of  back  of  officers*  quarters  and  round  back  of  hospital,  a  net  wire  fence 
was  built  round  grass  plot  in  square,  uprights  of  hay  corral!  were  all  renewed,  the 
old  ones  being  rotten.  A  number  of  brick  chimneys  were  put  in  different  buildings, 
a  water  t^k  built  in  one  of  the  old  barrack  rooms,  new  wheel  and  gearing  put  on 
-windmill,  and  a  number  of  minor  repairs.  Some  sidewalks  were  laid  inside  the 
barrack  square  and  others  are  being  constructed.  The  old  hospital  was  pulled 
down,  also  the  old  building  that  formed  part  of  the  first  barracks  at  Calgary,  and  a 
<50uple  of  other  old  houses  that  stood  on  the  lower  ground.  The  waggon  shed  was 
built  mostly  with  material  taken  from  the  demolished  buildings,  and  a  good  many 
of  the  shingles  have  also  been  utilized.  A  new  guard-room  has  been  in  course  of 
erection,  but  is  not  yet  completed. 

At  Banff  a  second  officers'  quarters  has  been  built  and  a  small  building  was  put 
up  as  an  office.     Fencing  has  also  been  built  and  minor  repairs  done,  which  has 

freatly  improved  the  appearance  of  the  quarters  in  the  National  Park.  There  is  no 
uilding  provided  for  a  Sergeants'  mess  at  present;  they  are  now  occupying  some 
spare  rooms  in  the  new  barrack  building.  I  hope  as  soon  as  the  new  lavatory  is 
<5ompleted  to  fit  up  the  rooms  now  used  for  that  purpose  as  a  recreation  room.  It 
will  never  make  a  very  cheerful  room,  but  the  billiard  table  can  be  put  in  and  other 
means  used  to  make  it  attractive  to  the  men,  and  help  furnish  them  with  some 
amusement  when  off  duty.  All  the  rooms  have  been  furnished  with  the  necessary 
barrack  furniture.  I  had  to  use  up  the  old  shelves  for  kit,  which  are  continuous 
round  room ;  but  in  some  of  the  rooms  each  bed  is  provided  with  a  separate  shelf^ 
on  two  brackets,  and  rounded  at  the  ends  and  varnished.  They  look  much  neater 
than  the  continuous  shelf.  The  trestles  and  bed-boards  still  remain  to  disfigure  the 
rooms,  and  it  appears  hopeless  to  expect  that  we  shall  ever  be  supplied  with  iron  cots. 
The  furnaces  for  heating  the  new  barrack  buildings  have  not  worked  at  all 
satisfactorily.  The  ftirnace  in  the  north  end  of  the  building  has  never  worked  well, 
and  the  brick  work  of  furnaces  has  given  way  considerably,  and  has  had  to  be 
repaired.  I  think  it  would  pay  to  hire  experienced  stokers  for  the  season.  At 
present  men  have  to  be  put  on  to  act  in  that  capacity  who  know  nothing  whatever 
of  the  working  of  the  furnaces,  and  have  to  teach  themselves,  and  they  cannot  be 
expected  to  get  the  best  work  out  of  the  furnaces. 

TELEPHONES. 

Telephones  are  the  same  here  as  last  year — a  private  wire  from  the  orderly 
room  to  the  town  station,  and  a  second  wire  from  the  Quartermaster's  store  con- 
necting with  the  central  office.  At  Banff  telephone  connection  has  been  established 
between  the  barracks  and  the  principal  points  in  the  Park. 

TELEGRAPH   LINES. 

No  new  lines  have  been  built  in  this  district  during  the  past  year.  A  line  is 
much  needed  north  to  Edmonton  and  south  to  Macleod. 
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FIRE   PROTECTION. 


The  hand  engine  is  in  good  repair  and  Babcocks  always  ready  to  be  used.  The 
men  in  barracks  are  told  off  to  their  different  stations  in  case  of  a  fire,  the  detail  being 
written  out  and  placed  on  a  board  in  a  conspicuous  place.  A  tank  was  built  in  the 
saddle  room  holding  about  3,500  gallons  of  water,  which  gives  a  limited  supply  of 
water  without  having  recourse  to  the  river.  A  moi-o  poweiful  force  pump  is  needed 
for  use  in  the  well ;  it  takes  a  long  time  to  fill  the  tank  with  the  present  one,  and  would 
be  of  no  or  little  use  to  keep  the  engine  going  in  case  of  a  fire.  Barrels  filled  with 
water  are  kept  in  convenient  localities  and  filled  fire  pails  in  all  the  rooms.  Some 
additional  hose  was  received,  but  when  engine  is  at  river  and  full  length  of  hose  on 
the  force  of  water  is  weak. 

WATER   SUPPLY, 

Water  for  use  in  the  bari'acks  is  brought  from  the  river  in  water  carts.  There 
is  a  well  in  square  with  a  force  pump  and  wind  mill  attachment.  The  detachment 
at  Banff'  dug  a  well  a  short  time  ago  and  got  good  water  at  a  short  depth. 

ROADS  AND   BRIDGES. 

Boads  are  good  in  this  section  as  a  rule,  but  a  good  deal  of  bndging  requires  to 
be  done.  Calgary  is  agitating  for  a  new  bridge  across  the  Elbow  Eiver  and  a  shorter 
and  better  trail  south  than  that  affoinied  across  the  Mission  bridge  and  up  the  bad 
hill  as  at  present.  No  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  fording  the  rivers,  on  account 
of  continued  low  water,  but  bridges  are  badly  needed  acrossSheep  Creek  and  High 
Eiver,  on  the  Macleod  trail.  A  couple  of  small  bridges  have  been  built  at  Pine  and 
Nose  Creek  from  funds  granted  by  North-West  Council ,  and  some  repairs  and  improve- 
ments made  on  the  principal  trails. 

FERRIES. 

The  rivers  have  been  so  low  that  there  has  been  little  or  no  need  of  ferries,  and 
the  boat  at  High  Eiver  Crossing  was  not  put  in  the  water  at  all. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

Liquor  is  obtainable  and  sold  to  the  initiated  in  every  saloon  in  Calgary ;  and  in 
a  place  the  size  of  Calgary,  where  there  are  civic  authorities  and  local  police,  and 
where  they  make  no  attempt  whatever  to  interfere  with  the  traffic  in  intoxicants,  it 
is  next  to  impossible  for  us  to  do  much  towards  lessening  it.  The  saloons  are  searched 
occasionally  and  plenty  of  liquor  found ;  but,  as  a  rule,  it  is  covered  by  permits. 
Some  of  the  permits  are  ancient,  but  a  permit  is  a  permit,  and  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  prove  that  the  liquor  found  was  not  imported  under  the  permit  produced.  Per- 
mits have  not  been  granted  to  saloon-keepers  for  some  time,  but  many  people  who 
are  granted  permits  leave  them  in  saloons  or  turn  them  over  to  saloon-keepers,  so 
that  they  always  have  a  full  supply  of  other  people's  permits,  and  as  it  has  been 
ruled  that  liquor  legally  brought  into  the  countiy  can  then  legally  be  in  anybody's 
possession,  it  is  no  use  to  move  in  the  matter.  AH  we  can  do  is  to  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent liquor  being  imported  in  large  quantities.  It  is  no  use  trying  to  deny  the  fact 
that  the  sentiment  of  the  greater  part  of  the  country  is  distinctly  adverse  to  the 
statute  on  this  subject ;  we  get  no  sympathy  with  our  efforts  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
traffic,  and  it  is  the  most  disagreeable  of  the  many  duties  we  have  to  peiform. 
During  the  past  season  two  large  seizures  were  made— one  at  Laggan,  on  4th  M&rch, 
of  311  gallons,  was  found  in  a  car  of  lumber.  On  ITth  October  39?  gallons  were 
found  in  a  car  at  Calgary,  labelled  as  4  per  cent.  beer.  In  all  820  gallons  were  spilled 
in  this  district  during  the  last  twelve  months,  representing  a  total  waste  of  a  large 
sum  of  money. 

SETTLERS. 

A  number  of  settlers  have  come  into  the  country,  how  many  I  am  unable  to 
say,  but  every  time  I  am  on  a  trip  new  buildings  are  seen  and  people  keep  passing 
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up  the  rivere  right  to  the  foot-hills.  There  have  been  more  schools  and  chnrches 
built,  and  wherever  you  have  to  go  tlie  way  gets  longer  on  account  of  new  fences  to 
go  round.  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  majority  are  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
Improved  farming  implements  are  seen  wherever  you  go,  and  a  better  class  of  stables 
and  outbuildings  are  being  put  up. 

CROPS. 

The  past  season  was  a  very  diy  one,  and  in  consequence  the  crops  have  not  been 
so  heavy  as  usual.  The  average  under  cultivation  was  larger  than  last  year,  and  the 
total  yield  of  gi*ain,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  about  the  same  as  1888.  Potatoes,  I  jud^, 
are  not  a  very  heavy  crop.  A  snow  storm  early  in  September  damaged  some  of  uie 
crop  not  cut.  The  fall  was  very  open  and  weather  mild,  and  a  large  amount  of 
ploughing  was  done. 

RANOHEBS. 

I  believe  the  increase  in  the  herds  of  the  ranchers  to  hava  been  large  tho  past 
season.  The  winter  was  mild,  and  very  little  rain  or  cold  weather  in  the  spring, 
which  was  favorable  for  the  growth  of  young  stock.  The  feed  is  not  as  eood  as 
usual  in  some  parts  of  the  disti'ict,  but  generally  sufficient.  Large  numbers  of 
thoroughbred  stock  have  been  imported,  both  hoi^ses  and  cattle,  and  quite  a  number 
of  young  steera  were  brought  from  the  East  and  turned  out  on  the  ranges  to  be 
eventually  made  into  beef.  A  large  number  of  beef  cattle  have  been  shipped  off  the 
ranges  to  the  East  and  to  England.  Sheep  have  done  well.  Two  or  three  flocks  have 
been  disposed  of  and  shipped  both  East  and  West. 

GAME. 

Game  continues  to  decrease  in  an  alarming  manner.  The  season  for  ducks 
should  not,  I  think,  open  until  the  Ist  September.  I  know  last  year  that  a  lar^ 
number  of  prairie  chickens  were  shot  between  the  16th  August,  when  ducks  could 
be  shot,  and  1st  September,  the  opening  day.  Owing  to  the  dry  season  nearly  all 
the  ponds,  sloughs  and  lakes  were  dried  up,  and  wild  fowl  were  conspicious  by  their 
absence.  There  is  but  little  large  game,  except  in  the  mountains.  What  few  deer 
there  are  in  the  foot-hills  are  kept  from  increasing  by  the  Stoney  Indians.  I  know 
of  only  one  game  guai*dian  in  this  district,  and  it  is  time  that  steps  were  taken  to 
enforce  the  game  laws. 

There  should,  I  think,  be  some  legislation  on  the  fishery  question.     There  is 

fractically  no  close  time  for  fish  at  present,  and  the  rivers  are  mstDecoraing  depleted, 
have  seen  netted  trout  exposed  for  sale  in  Calgarv,  and  fish  ti'aps  and  other  unlaw- 
ful means  of  capturing  fish  are  in  common  use.  It  is  easy  to  destroy  the  supply  of 
fish  by  over-fishing,  by  fair  and  foul  means,  but  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  stock  waters 
again,  and  the  matter  should  be  intelligently  considered  before  it  is  too  late. 

INDIANS. 

There  is  little  of  interest  to  report  concerning  the  Indians  in  this  district.  It 
has  been  endeavored  as  much  as  possible  to  keep  them  on  their  i*eserves.  They  have, 
as  a  rule,  submitted  quietly  to  be  sent  back  to  their  reserves,  but  I  doubt  the  legality 
of  such  a  proceeding,  as  according  to  the  treaties  made  with  them  they  can  go  where 
they  like  as  long  as  they  behave  themselves.  Just  after  the  treaty  payments  and  in 
spring  are  the  two  principal  times  they  scatter  over  the  country.  There  is  no  doubt 
they  kill  some  cattle,  and  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  detect.  They  know  enough  to  cut 
the  brand  out  of  the  hide,  and  hide  or  bury  the  head,  and  if  meat  is  found  in  their 
possession  it  is  hard  to  pix>ve  where  it  came  ftom.  We  have  had  to  make  but  few 
arrests  amongst  the  Indians,  and  there  was  no  trouble  with  any  of  them.  If  ao 
Indian  is  wanted,  and  we  cannot  find  him,  it  is  usually  sufficient  to  notify  the  chief 
of  his  band,  and  the  man  wanted  is  soon  produced.  There  have  been  two  Blackfoot 
Indians  employed  as  scouts  attached  to  Gleichen  detachment,  and  they  have  done  very 
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good  service.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  have  a  few  mounted  Indian  Police 
enrolled  on  each  reserve, ancj  give  the  head  chiefs  power  to  deal  with  minor  cases,  of 
coarse,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  their  agents.  The  Industrial  School  at  the 
mouth  of  High  Eiver,  under  the  charge  of  Eev.  Father  Claude  and  assistants,  is  doing 
good  work  towards  educating  a  portion  of  the  Indian  children.  There  are  ninety 
scholars  at  piesent  in  this  institution.  There  is  an  orphanage  in  connection  with  the 
Sloney  Reserve  at  Morley.  The  Indians,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  becoming  dcvjidedly 
careless  about  leaving  their  camp  tires  burning  when  moving  their  cai^ps. 

HALF-BREEDS. 

• 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  half-breeds  in  this  section,  varying  very  much,  as 
they  move  about  a  good  deal.  Some  have  taken  up  homesteads  and  are  making  im- 
provements ;  the  greater  part,  however,  live  by  freighting  between  here  and  the 
northern  country.  They  have  been  veiy  quiet  and  well-behaved,  and  I  have  not  a 
serious  crime  to  record  against  them. 

FIRES. 

There  having  been  little  snow  during  the  winter  of  1888-89,  and  the  spring 
opening  early,  the  ground  was  very  dry  and  many  destructive  fires  occurred, 
and  a  great  deal  of  damage  .was  done.  In  the  beginning  of  April  a  fire  started 
west  of  Calgary.  All  available  men  were  sent  out,  and  got  fire  under.  It  broke 
out  again  next  day,  when  men  were  turned  out  again  and  put  it  out  finally. 
Two  arrests  were  made  in  connection  with  this  fire.  One  was  acquitted,  the  other 
fined  $100  and  costs,  which  was  paid.  On  2nd  April  a  fire  was  starred  on  South 
Fork  of  Sheep  Creek,  from  a  fiie  left  burning  by  some  Indians,  presumably  a  band 
of  Stoneys  who  had  passed  that  way.  It  was  put  out  by  deiacnment  stationed  at 
Millar*s,  with  other  help.  On  18th  April  a  fire  started  near  the  the  Forks  of  Fish 
Creek.  Under  the  force  of  a  heavy  wind  it  assumed  large  proportions,  sweeping  the 
whole  country  south-east  for  many  miles,  burning  some^  stock,  a  large  amount  of 
fencing,  hay,  some  houses  and  barns,  facming  implements,  and  doing  a  vast  amount 
of  harm  to  grass  on  ranges.  It  also  penetrated  into  the  timber  in  the  foot-hills,  and 
has  been  smouldeiing  all  summer,  and  broke  out  again  this  fall,  though  I  believe  it 
is  now  entiiely  out.  An  arrest  was  made  in  connection  with  this  fire,  and  the 
offender  fined  $100  and  co^ts.  This  fine  was  paid.  Two  fires  occurred  on  Ghost 
River  last  December.  Both  were  got  out  without  doing  much  damage.  An  arrest 
was  made  in  connection  with  the  second  one,  but  the  charge  was  dismissed  by  the 
magistrate  on  account  of  insufficient  evidence.  With  one  exception  there  have  been 
no  sciious  fires  in  this  section  this  fall.  The  one  senous  one  was  started  on  north 
side  of  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  track,  close  to  Sheppard,  by  an  engine — at  least, 
there  was  no  fire  until  a  train  passed.  It  was  blowing  hard  from  the  south-east  and 
spi  ead  with  great  rapidity,  burning  a  large  quantity  of  stacked  hay.  Two  fires  w^re 
sta.ted  near  Gleichen  on  different  occasions  by  the  same  engine,  and,  but  for  the 
efforts  of  the  detachment,  would  have  probably  burned  up  the  whole  country.  The 
detachment  at  Gleichen  also,  put  out  a  fire  near  Cluny,  started,  as  far  as  could  be 
known,  by  an  engine.  On  13th  September  a  fire  was  put  out  by  detachment 
stationed  at  Milla.  's,  on  the  south  fork  of  Sheep  Cieek.  It  was  started  by  a  fire  left 
burning  by  some  Indians.  Constable  Lynch  followed  on  the  Indians*  trail,  but  lost 
them  owing  to  a  snow  storm  coming  on.  On  24th  August  a  fire  started  between  the 
deiaehmeni  buildings  at  Pekiako  and  the  Morth-West  Colonization  Company's 
ranche.  This  was  put  out,  and  no  ti*ace  found  as  to  its  origin.  On  5th  September  a 
fi.  e  Htarted  on  south  side  of  river  from  Morley.  The  detachment,  Indians  and  others, 
worked  at  it  for  about  four  days  and  finally  got  it  under.  It  was  in  the  bush.  A 
young  Sioney  Indian,  who  was  found  near  the  spot  where  fire  originated,  stated  it  had 
been  started  by  a  war  party  of  Bloods,  who  had  fired  several  shots  at  him.  As  no 
trace  of  any  such  party  could  be  found  his  yarn  was  generally  discredited,  and  he 
most  likely  accidentally  started  it  himself.  The  detachment  at  Scarlett's  aided  in 
suppressing  several  fires  during  the  year.    No  arrests  were  made.    The  traffic  is 
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heavy  on  that  trail.  On  5th  September  a  fire  occurred  near  High  Eiver  Crossing, 
caused  by  a  settler  letting  fire  get  away,  where  he  was  burning  i-ound  his  stacks. 
He  was  arrested  and  brought  before  a  magistrate,  and  let  off  by  paying  the  costs  of 
case.  Quite  a  large  fire  occurred  on  the  24th  September  near  C.  C.  ranche. 
Detachments  from  Mosquito  Creek  and  Pekisko,  and  a  large  force  of  settlers,  got  this 
fire  under.  Ongin  of  fire  not  known.  On  6th  October  a  small  fire  occurred  a  short 
distance  north  of  Mr.  McPherson's  ranche  on  High  River,  but  was  put  out  before 
assuming  large  proportions.  A  fire  occurred  in  JNovember  on  Bow  River,  below 
mouth  of  High  River,  by  which  some  hay  was  burnt,  and  it  was  supposed  to  have 
been  caused  by  Indians.  Several  fires  that  started  near  Calgary  have  been  put  out 
by  men  from  the  podt.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  public  in  general  are  beginning 
to  fully  realize  the  immense  amount  of  damage  these  prairie  fires  do  in  destroying 
the  grass,  and  are  much  more  careful  to  prevent  fire  starting,  and  prompt  to  turn 
out  if  one  starts.  I  certainly  think  that  the  lailway  companies  should  be  obliged 
to  make  some  provision  along  their  lines  to  prevent  fires  being  started  by  their 
engines.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  the  sparks  from  the  engines  start 
many  fires,  and  about  the  only  feasible  plan  is  to  plough  or  turn  a  sufficiently  wide 
fire  break  on  each  side  of  the  track.  During  the  past  season  no  attempt  whatever 
was  made  to  do  this. 

INOREASED  RATES  OF  PAT. 

All  men  entitled  to  it  have  received  the  annual  increase  of  good  conduct  pay,  and 
all  artizans  and  men  employed  at  any  particular  stated  labor  receive  different  rates 
of  increased  pay,  according  to  manner  of  work  they  perform. 

OANTEEN. 

A  canteen  was  started  at  this  post  in  the  middle  of  March  of  this  year  and  has 
worked  very  satisfactorily.  It  is  managed  by  a  committee,  with  myself  as  president 
and  treasurer,  the  Sergeant-Major  and  four  non-commissioned  ofiicers  and  men  chosen 
by  the  division.  Four  per  cent,  beer,  cigars,  tobacco  of  various  kinds,  cigarettee. 
soap,  blacking,  biscuits  and  cheese  are  the  articles  in  stock.  All  bills  are  settled 
monthly,  and  the  profits  have  so  far  been  used  to  lessen  the  rate  paid  by  the  men  for 
extra  messing. 

GENERAL   WORK. 

Under  different  headings  I  have  described  shortly  various  kinds  of  duties  pB^ 
foi-med  by  mv  command.  Patrols  perform  a  large  proportion  of  the  work.  Trains 
are  met  at  Gleichen,  Calgaiy,  Morley,  Canmore,  Anthracite  and  Laggan.  As  a  rule 
there  are  about  ten  prisoners  at  this  post  who  have  to  be  guarded  and  their  daily 
work  superintended. 

Convicts  and  lunatics  have  been  taken  to  the  Penitentiary  in  Manitoba.  Men 
have  attended  all  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court,  acting  as  orderlies,  taking  charge  of 
juries  and  attending  inquests.  Two  bodies  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Bow,  one  iden- 
tified, the  other  not,  were  buried. 

A  large  proportion  of  improvements  made  to  barrack  buildings  were  perfoimed  by 
our  own  men ;  any  race  or  other  meetings  held  outside  the  town  limits  are  attended 
by  a  body  of  our  men  to  preserve  order.  Men  stationed  along  the  C.  P.  R.  and 
elsewhere  endeavor  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic.  Indian  payment  monies  were 
taken  charge  of  and  handed  OYev  to  agents,  and  escorts  ftirnished  during  payments; 
Indians  kept  moving  and  sent  back  to  their  reserves ;  all  complaints  made  oy  settlers 
enquired  into  and  settled,  if  possible;  prairie  fires  worked  at  many  times,  offenders 
ti-aced  and  brought  to  justice;  warrants  and  summons  served,  besides  which  the 
regular  routine  of  life  in  the  barracks  is  carried  out.  An  escort  was  furnished  to 
accompany  the  Edmonton  mail  for  some  little  time. 

The  division  had  the  honor  to  furnish  a  guard  of  honor  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  General  on  his  arrival  at  Calgary,  and  a  mounted  escort  to  accompany  him 
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on  his  visit  to  the  Blackfoot  EeseiTO.  Magisterial  duties  have  been  performed  by 
such  officers  of  the  division  entitled  to  act. 

His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  visited  Calvary  twice,  and  was  fbrnished 
with  such  transpoi-t  and  escorts  as  he  required,  on  the  second  occasion  transport 
being  furnished  to  Edmonton. 

Men  transfered  to  divisions  stationed  at  Macleod  and  Edmontoil  Districts  have 
been  foi-waixied  to  their  destinations.  Transpoi^t  has  been  furnished  to  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  and  other  distinguished  parties,  both  here  and  at  Banff.  Numberless 
duties  have  been  performed  which  it  is  not  possible  to  enumerate  without  giving  a 
detailed  statement  of  each  day's  work  in  the  District. 

DISCIPLINE,   CONDUCT,   &C. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  conduct  of  members  of  my  command 
has  been  exceptionally  good.  I  have  had  but  very  few  serious  cases  of  breaches  of 
discipline  to  deal  with.  The  sobriety  of  the  men  is  marked,  especially  in  a  place 
like  Calgary,  where  strong  liquors  are  so  easily  obtainable. 

I  am  highly  gratified  to  be  able  to  make  the  above  statement. 
I  beg  to  forward  the  usual  statement  of  cases  tried  in  my  district  during  the 
year,  and  statement  of  mileage  made  by  horses  of  E  Division  (not  printed). 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir. 

Your  obedient  sei-vant, 

J.  H.  MoILLREE, 
Superintendent^  Commanding  "^"  Division, 
The  Commissioner  K  W.  M.  Police, 
Eegina. 


APPENDIX    D. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  GAGNON,  COMMANDING 

DEPOT  DIVISION,  1889. 

Eegina,  15th  December,  1889. 
SiE, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  30th  November, 
1889. 

Peace  and  quietness  have  prevailed  throughout  this  district  during  the  year,  and 
although  a  large  docket  of  cases  tried  is  shown,  no  serious  offences  have  been  com- 
mitted. 

Alfred  Brazier,  a  greaser^  was  arrested  at  Moose  Jaw  on  19th  August  last  for 
muixler  committed  in  Montana,  United  States.  On  the  23rd  of  the  same  month,  he 
having  voluntarily  signed  a  document  by  which  he  waived  his  right  to  be  heard  before 
a  Court  of  Justice  in  Canada,  and  agreed  to  surrender  to  the  Sheriff  of  Miles  City, 
Montana,  United  States,  at  the  boundary,  was  escorted  to  said  boundary  and  there 
handed  over  to  the  United  States  authorities. 

As  in  former  years,  large  quantities  of  illicit  liquor  have  been  destroyed  and 
many  contraventions  of  the  Territories  liquor  law  brougnt  to  justice  where  convictions 
wore  obtained  against  the  delinquent. 

Owing  to  the  extraordinary  diyness  of  the  season  prairie  fires  have  been  more 
destructive  this  year  than  last,  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  police,  aided  by  the 
citizens,  considerable  damage  has  been  caused  to  property;  in  some  instances  new  set- 
tlements had  their  whole  summer  work  and  supply  of  hay  destroyed  by  the  raging 
element.     Several  considerable  ^cks  of  grain  were  also  burnt. 

A  summer  outpost  was  established  at  Grand  Eapids  in  June  last,  to  work  in 
connection  with  the  Manitoba  officials  to  prevent  liquor  traffic  on  the  Saskatchewan 
and  the  shores  of  Lake  Winnipeg.  There  being  no  navigation  on  the  Saskatchewan 
this  3^oar  on  account  of  very  low  water,  the  work  of  the  detachment  in  this  line  has 
been  light,  but  valuable  information  with  reference  to  fisheries  in  Lake  Winnipeg 
has,  I  believe,  been  collected. 
13— 3i 
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Another  outpost  was  established  at  Yorkton. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  Greneral,  escorts 
were  detailed  for  hin  travelling  through  the  country  and  for  his  reception  at 
Eegina.  This  duty  was  performed  very  creditably,  as  was  also  the  duty  of  escorting 
llio  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Territories .  at  the  opening  and  closing 
of  the  Noi-th-West  Legislative  Assembly. 

The  Indian  Department  have  as  usual  been  assisted  by  parties  of  our  men  in 
transporting  their  annuity  money  through  the  country  and  making  their  treaty 
payments. 

The  discipline  in  the  division  has  been  remarkably  good;  few  serious  charges 
are  recorded,  considering  that  in  this  division  i-ecruits  have  to  be  tried  as  to  their 
titness  for  service,  and  that  awkward  men  and  bad  characters  from  other  divisions 
are  being  continually  sent  in  for  training,  the  discipline  has  to  be  kept  in  a  more 
rigid  manner  and  the  duties  are  more  trying. 

D  ills,  both  mounted  and  dismounted,  have  been  gone  through  during  the  year 
whenever  the  weather  permitted,  and  recruit  drill  kept  on  daily,  in  doore  when  not 
practicable  outside. 

The  different  outpost  divisions  having  during  the  year  been  under  strength, 
constant  applications  were  mjule  for  drafts  from  headquarters;  and  recruits,  as  soon 
as  they  hud  passed  their  drills,  were  sent  out  consequently  there  was  little  time  left  for 
target  practice.  Most  of  the  men,  however,  joined  their  divisions  in  time  to  make 
their  yearly  target  practice. 

JRecruits  engaged  duiing  the  year  have  only  been  accepted  when  their  physique 
was  without  repioach.    163  ioined. 

Seven  desertions  took  place  from  this  post  during  the  year. 

The  health  of  the  men  has  been  remarkably  good;  no  death  from  illness  having 
occuired  duiing  the  year. 

The  kit  and  clothing  supplied  are  of  good  quality  and  give  geneml  satisfaction. 
Winter  overcoats,  however,  are  not  supplied  in  sufficient  quantities  to  allow  an  issue 
to  all  men. 

Few  of  the  arms  in  use  of  the  division  are  in  as  good  condition  as  I  could  wish 
them  to  be,  on  account  of  damaged  rifles  being  collected  here  from  other  divisions 
and  issued  to  the  men,  but  as  soon  as  new  barrels  are  supplied  this  will  be  remedied. 

The  saddley  and  harness  are  in  good  condition,  as  also  the  transpo'^t. 

The  barrack  rooms  have  not  been  very  comfortable  during  the  tirst  part  of  the 
autumn,  on  account  of  the  furnaces  not  working  very  well,  but  a  great  improvement 
has  been  mjide  lately,  and  I  think  they  will  answer  as  well  as  last  winter. 

The  strength  of  the  division  on  the  30th  November  last  was  as  follows : — 

Officers  N.  C.  O.'s.  and  constables 211 

Hoi-ses 131 

The  remounts  received  during  the  year — all  bronchos — have  given  good  satis- 
faction. 

The  hoT'ses  of  the  Division  have  travelled  on  patrol  duty  during  the  last  twelve 
months  188,559  miles. 

Enclose  please  tind  statement  of  cases  tried  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  GAGNON, 
Superintendent  Commanding  Head  Quarters  District, 
The  Commissioner  N.  W.  M.  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX  E. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  *0F  SUPERINTENDENT  DEANE,  COMMANDING 

"K"  DIVISION. 


Lethbridge,  let  December,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  render  the  annual  report  of  "  K  "  Division  of  the 
North- West  Mounted  Police  from  the  Ist  December,  1888,  to  the  30th  November, 
1889. 

GENERAL   STATE   OF   THE   DISTRICT. 

The  prospects  of  Lethbridge  at  the  close  of  last  year  were  very  promising,  but 
the  unusually  mild  winter  had  a  most  depressing  influence  upon  business,  the  effects 
of  which  have  not  yet  worn  off. 

Business  cannot  go  utterly  to  the  bad  in  a  place  of  this  size,  where  a  minimum 
of  something  like  $20,000  is  paid  monthly  in  wages,  and  the  indications  are  that 
there  is  a  good  time  coming. 

The  Indians  anticipate  a  hard  winter,  the  mines  will  be  working  full  time,  and 
there  is  a  general  feeling  of  confidence  that  the  projected  railway  to  Benton  will  be 
taken  in  hand  next  spring. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  exodus  of  miners  during  the  past  few  months, 
but  chiefly  among  those  who  could  be  best  spared.  For  those  who  remain  there  is 
abundant  work.  Two  brothers  earned  $140  each  during  the  month  of  October  last  at 
the  rate  of  80  cents  per  ton.  , 

The  district  is  very  healthy.  Wind  in  Ijethbridge  is  an  emblem  of  constancy 
which  would  have  carried  conviction  to  Juliet's  heart,  and  genns  must  have  a  hard 
time  of  it. 

A  Board  of  Trade  and  Civic  Committee  has  been  recently  formed,  and  this,  at 
less  expense,  will  answer  all  the  practical  purposes  of  a  corporation.  This  board 
means  business,  and  has  already  set  its  mark  upon  the  town. 

There  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  line  a  large  idle  floating  population,  which  will 
probably  swarm  in  here  as  soon  as  sufficient  attractions  are  presented.  A  railway 
to  the  border  will  increase  our  work  and  responsibilities  to  an  incalculable  extent, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  this  division  will  require  to  be  somewhat  strengthened. 

CRIME. 

There  has  been  no  crime  to  speak  of  The  following  list  comprises  all  com- 
plaints of  offences  which  have  arisen  within  the  district  during  the  year : — 

Offences  against  the  person 8 

Malicious  injuries  to  property 5 

Larceny. 4 

Horses  lost,  stolen  or  strayed ; 89 

Violation  of  Customs  law 2 

Illicit  liquor  traffic 13 

Supplying  liquor  to  Indians 3 

Miscellaneous 20 

Of  the  eight  offences  against  the  person,  conviction  resulted  in  four  cases.  Three 
of  the  others  were  quarrels,  which  were  amicably  arranged,  and  one  was  dismissed. 
There  was  nothing  in  either  to  call  for  remark. 

Five  complaints  were  made  of  malicious  injuries  to  property.  Three  of  these 
were  charges  brought  against  Indians  for  killing  cattle,  but  careful  enquiry  left  no 
doubt  that  the  calves  were  dying  or  dead  of  "  black  leg,"  and  the  Indians  merely  cut 
up  the  carcases.  In  one  case,  however,  I  considered  it  advisable  to  have  the  Indians 
brought  up  and  charged.    After  a  long  investigation,  one  of  them  said  that  he  would 
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never  have  gone  neai'  the  heifer  if  he  had  known  there  was  going  to  be  such  a  fuss 
about  it.  Having  impressed  upon  them  the  fact  that  there  would  be  a  fuss  in  every 
such  case  I  let  them  go.  cautioning  them  and  all  other  Indians  that  in  future,  when 
they  might  find  a  dead  or  dying  beast  on  the  prairie,  they  should  obtain  the  owner's 
permission  before  touching  the  carcase. 

In  one  of  the  remaining  cases  complaint  was  made  that  beef  cattle  had  been 
taken  off  the  prairie,  killed  and  sold  by  unauthorized  persons.  We  could  not  obtain 
sufficient  evidence  to  sustain  a  prosecution,  as  the  hide  nad  been  carefully  made  away 
with.  The  North- West  Legislature  have  now,  I  understand,  passed  an  Ordinance  in 
view  of  this  class  of  offence. 

In  the  fifth  case  a  charge  was  brought  against  a  boy  of  having  killed  some  sheep 
by  breaking  in  their  heads  with  large  stones.  The  heads  were  there  to  testify  that 
they  had  not  received  any  such  treatment.  The  sheep  had  doubtless  been  overheated 
and  died  of  exhaustion,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  any  one  was  to  blame 
but  the  owner. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  larceny  reported,  conviction  resulted  in  three:  one  being 
the  case  of  a  watch  stolen  from  a  rancher's  house  during  his  absence.  We  traced 
the  watch  after  some  time,  and  the  prisoner  received  three  months'  imprisonment  at 
hard  labor  from  Judge  Macleod.  The. fourth  case  was  that  of  a  Winchester  rifle  and 
Colt's  revolver,  stolen  from  I.  G.  Baker's  slaughter  house.  They  wereprobablj  taken 
by  an  Indian,  but  we  have  not  yet  recovered  them. 

The  number  of  horses  reported  missing  amounts  to  the  large  total  of  89.  Of 
these,  66  have  been  recovered — some  by  their  owners  and  other  settlers,  and  a  great 
many  by  the  police.  Of  the  remainder,  4  have  been  seen  running  at  largo  on  the 
upper  crossing  of  the  St.  Mary's;  5  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass; 
1  at  Pincher  Creek ;  1  was  found  by  its  owner  mired  and  dead  in  the  St.^  Mary's 
Kiver.  The  stock  inspector  on  the  other  side  has  been  kind  enough  to  send  word  that 
1  is  at  the  Teton  basin,  and  1  is  in  possession  of  the  agent  on  the  Belknap  agency. 
I  have  written  to  Col.  Otis  at  Fort  Assiniboine  soliciting  his  good  offices  in  recover- 
ing this  horse  for  us. 

Ten  are  still  missing,  and  we  have  no  clue  to  their  whereabouts.  Owners  do  not 
as  a  rule,  notify  us  of  recovery.  So  it  is  possible  that  the  number  of  missing  may 
not  be  so  large. 

One  of  the  horses  reported  as  still  missing  in  last  year's  report  was  found  in 
the  Maple  Creek  district  last  spring,  lame  and  unable  to  travel,  and  has  since  been 
returned  to  the  owner  here. 

As  a  rule,  in  the  case  of  missing  horses  one  can  only  judge  by  the  light  of  subse- 
quent events  whether  they  have  been  stolen  or  have  merely  strayed. 

As  I  have  mentioned  elsewhere,  the  whole  country  round  here  was  burnt  over 
last  spring.  When  a  horse  gets  on  to  burnt  ground  he  will  travel  for  miles  whither- 
soever his  fancy  leads  him,  until  he  comes  to  feed,  and  the  country  is  so  large  that  a 
stray  hoi-se  out  of  his  bearings  may  wander  for  months  without  being  seen. 

People,  especially  newcomers,  are  very  apt  to  jump  at  the  conclusion  that  a 
horse  has  been  stolen,  and  some  people  are  very  careless  about  their  horses.  With 
us,  who  take  the  greatest  possible  care  topicquetor  hobble  our  horses  on  the  prairie, 
picquet  ropes,  leg  straps  and  hobbles  break,  and  we  have  great  trouble  occasionally, 
it  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  people  who  turn  their  horses  out  to  graze  on  the  open 
prairie  lose  them. 

A  resident  of  Lethbridge  reported  to  us  on  the  20th  May  that  his  horse  had 
been  stolen  from  off  the  prairie  where  he  was  picqueted.  On  the  23rd  May  the  horse 
was  found  and  brought  in  by  the  Little  Bow  detachment,  but  the  owner  would  not 
admit  that  the  horse  had  not  been  stolen.  A  little  later,  however,  he  had  the  can- 
dor to  come  and  tell  us  that  when  he  went  to  fetch  in  his  horse  and  found,  as  he 
thought,  the  rope  cut  off  close  to  the  pin  head,  he  had  gone  to  another  man's  picquet 
pin  1 

The  only  case  of  horse  stealing  that  we  know  of  this  yeai*  is  that  of  a  man 
named  Lambert,  who  stole  a  horse  froin  off  the  prairie  and  went  to  Conrad,  in 
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Montana,  where  he  sold  it.  I  communicated  with  the  authorities  on  the  other  side, 
and  whether  they  were  making  the  neighborhood  waim  for  Lambert  I  do  not  know, 
but  he  suddenly  re-appeared  in  Lethbridge  on  a  horse  which  was  said  to  have  been 
stolen  in  the  States,  was  warned  by  an  old  associate  that  he  was  "  wanted,"  and 
started  at  full  gallop  for  Dunmore,  following  the  railway  track.  Serjeant  Eoss, 
however,  was  duly  posted,  and  had  his  eye  upon  him,  took  a  hand-car  and  three  men 
and  caught  Lambert  about  15  miles  down  the  line.  He  was  convicted  under  the 
192nd  section  of  the  Customs  Act,  and  was  awarded  six  month's  imprisonment. 
Later  on  a  witness  was  procured  from  Montana  who  contributed  to  his  being  con- 
victed of  having  stolen  from  here  the  horse  on  which  he  rode  to  Conrad,  and  for  that 
offence  Judge  Macleod  gave  him  an  additional  six  months'  hard  labor. 

A  man  who  lives  near  Conrad  says  that  Lambert  arrived  there  with  three 
horses.  If  so,  he  must,  as  we  have  long  suspected,  have  stolen  t^^o  more  from  here. 
The  man  in  question  said  he  could  not  spare  the  time  to  come  over  and  give 
evidence,  without  which  we  could  not  successfully  prosecute. 

This  charge,  if  proved,  would  have  reduced  my  number  of  horses  still 
unaccounted  for  to  eight. 

Settlers  on  either  side  of  the  line  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  suppression  of 
horse  stealing  needs  their  co-operation,  to  the  extent  at  least  of  giving  evidence  to 
convict  an  apprehended  thief. 

The  two  cases  of  violation  of  the  Customs  law  were :  the  case  of  the  man  named 
Lambei-t,  just  previously  mentioned,  who  failed  to  pay  duty  on  the  horse  which  he 
brought  from  the  other  side,  and  who  was  captured  on  tne  road  to  Dunmore  by 
Sergeant  Boss,  and  that  of  a  restaurant  keeper  in  town,  who  had  a  quantity  of 
smuggled  cigars,  &c.,  in  his  possession,  and  who  was  fined. 

The  importation  of  smuggled  liquor  into  Lethbridge  is  practically  nil.  The 
seizures  made  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  convinced  liquor  runners  that  "  the 
game  is  not  worth  the  candle,"  and  they  have  given  it  up,  so  far  as  this  place  is 
concerned,  at  any  rate.  I  am  speaking  now  only  of  importation  over  the  line.  So 
far  as  oui*  own  railways  are  concerned,  the  Inland  Eevenue  stamp  precludes  my 
giving  any  guarantee  on  that  head. 

£wt  year  hop  beer  was  the  prevailing  beverage.  These  breweines  were  closed 
early  in  the  year  by  the  Inland  Eevenue  Department,  and  thirsty  ingenuity  soon 
discovered  that  permit  liquor  was,  after  all,  the  safest  thing  to  handle.  From 
one  point  of  view  this  is  distinctly  an  advantage  to  mankind — the  initiated  can 
obtain  a  decent  glass  of  liquor — instead  of  the  fiery  poison  that  used  to  be  sold, 
which,  I  believe,  would  only  find  a  market  now  under  extreme  pressure. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  the  statute  itself  (if  the  statute  will  pardon  such  a  free 
application  of  the  vulgar  tongue)  is  responsible  for  the  "nigger  in  the  fence." 

Section  95  of  chapter  50,  49,  Victoria  enacts  as  follows : — 

"  Evd^y  person  who  manufactures,  &c.,  imports,  &c.,  any  intoxicating  liquor  or 
intoxicant,  except  by  special  permission  as  aforesaid,  or  in  whose  possession  or  on 
whose  premises  such  intoxicating  liquor  or  intoxicant  of  any  kind  is  or  has  been, 
shall  incur  a  penalty,"  &c. 

The  words  "  such  intoxicating  liquor  "  can  only  mean  that  which  is  imported, 
&c.,  without  the  "special  permission  as  aforesaid." 

The  permits  are  marked  "not  transferable,"  but  the  statute  says  nothing  about 
the  written  "  pel-mission  "  being  transferable  or  not. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  reason  why  a  person  should  not  import 
liquor  under  a  permit,  and  hand  both  pennit  and  liquor  over  to  any  other  person, 
and  BO  long  as  the  liquor  in  question  is  that  comprehended  by  the  permit  the 
recipient  is  within  the  law. 

The  first  section  (^declaratory)  of  the  prohibitive  statute  provides  that  no  intoxi- 
cating liquor  or  intoxicant  shall  be  imported  into,  &c.,  &c.,  or  had  in  possession  in 
the  North-West  Territories,  "  except  bv  special  permission,  in  writing,  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor," but  there  is  no  penalty  provided  for  the  enforcement  of  this  broad 
enactment. 
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The  consequence  is  that  in  these  days,  when  lawyers  must  live,  the  prohibitive 
law  is  practically  inoperative. 

Of  the  thirteen  cases  of  breach  of  the  prohibitive  liquor  law  which  have  arisen 
within  this  district  during  the  year  ten  have  resulted  in  conviction. 

In  one  of  the  remaining  cases  the  liquor  seized  was  found  to  be  covered  by  a  per- 
mit which  subsequently  arrived,  and  in  the  other  two  cases  the  liquor  was  seized  oat 
the  owners  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

The  two  last  mentioned  instances  are  as  follows : — 

On  the  9  th  December,  1888,  Sergeant  Ross  seized  100  gallons  of  Montana  whiskey 
which  was  "  cached  "  on  the  prairie  about  nine  miles  to  the  south  of  the  town.  He 
brought  in  thirty  gallons  of  it,  but  having  no  transport  for  the  rest,  and  being  assured 
that  if  he  left  it  he  would  see  it  again  no  more,  spilt  it  on  the  spot.  The  thirty  gal- 
lons which  he  brought  in  were  destroyed  in  my  presence. 

On  the  13th  April  (this  is  probably  unique  in  North-West  experience)  our 
Indian  scout,  "Star  Child,"  found  a  ten  gallon  keg  of  whiskey  in  possession  of  two 
men  in  the  river  bottom  here  and  took  it  away  from  them.  They  tried  cajolerr, 
threats  and  bribes,  but  he  was  impervious  to  all,  held  on  to  his  capture,  and  sent  for 
Sergeant  Ross,  who  brought  it  to  the  barracks,  where  it  was  destroyed.  "  Star  Child" 
looked  about  for  the  men  for  a  long  while,  but  never  succeeded  in  identifying  them. 

The  two  following  are,  I  think,  fair  instances  of  the  manner  in  which  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  on  outpost  duty  keep  their  eyes  about  them.  We  knew 
that  a  man  named  Tom  Percel  had  a  cargo  of  liquor  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  line 
which  he  was  endeavoring  to  bring  in. 

The  4th  of  July  was  a  day  which  could  hardly  be  kept  in  gala  fashion  without  a 
little  stimulant,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  2nd,  becoming  impatient,  Percel  put  his 
fate  to  the  test  and  lost  it  all.  On  that  evening  at  7  o'clock  Sergeant  Maicdonell 
started  from  his  out  post  at  Milk  River  Ridge  on  patrol ;  came  across  a  fresh  waggon 
track,  followed  it  up  and  overtook  Percel,  who  was  conveying  six  5  gallon  keg;*  of 
fire-water.  Sergeant  Macdonell  brought  the  outfit  in  here,  where  Percel  paid  his  fine, 
and  where  his  waggon,  horses  and  harness  were  handed  over  to  the  Customs  officer 
who  confiscated  and  sold  them.  The  liquor  came  in  handy  for  killing  some  grass  on 
a  barrack  road. 

During  the  last  week  in  July  a  party  of  police  from  here  were  building  a  bridge 
over  a  mud  hole  in  the  middle  coulee  on  the  road  to  Milk  River  Ridge.  On  the  29ih 
July  Corporal  Elliott,  of  the  flying  patrol,  came  across  a  fresh  waggon  track  and 
followed  it.  It  led  into  the  Middle  CouUe,  and  on  aiTival  there  he  found  a  noted 
whiskey  runner  named  **Red  McCounell"  in  the  police  camp;  his  waggon,  which 
was  empty,  and  horses,  were  close  by.  Something  must  have  scared  McConnell,  for 
he  had  nothing  in  his  waggon  when  he  reached  our  working  party's  camp,  and  find- 
ing them  there  was  asuiprise  to  him.  Constable  Patrick,  carrying  despatches  from  the 
Nine  Mile  Butte,  had  also  seen  his  ti-ail,  and  was  riding  to  overtake  him.  McConnell 
probably  had  an  inkling  of  this  and  without  stopping,  pitched  his  kegs  out  of  the 
waggon,  so  that  they  rolled  down  a  b^nk  out  of  sight  from  the  trail.  Corporal  Elliott 
noticed  from  the  wheel  marks  that  the  waggon  was  getting  lighter,  and  thus  had  no 
difficulty  in  finding  the  kegs  later  on.  He  and  his  pack-horse  patrol  joined  the 
working  party's  camp.  After  supper  McConnell  pulled  out  and  drove  off  into  the 
smoke  of  distant  bush  fires  with  which  the  country  was  at  that  time  overspread. 
Elltott  watched  the  kegs  all  night,  and  in  the  early  morning  McConnell  began  tc 
c&vry  them  one  by  one  to  another  and  more  convenient  spot.  Elliott  stopp^  him 
with  the  second  keg  in  his  arms,  and  brought  him  and  his  outfit,  including  five  10 
gallon  kegs  of  whiskey,  into  barracks,  where  the  liquor  was  destroyed  and  McConnell 
was  fined.  Luckily  for  him  there  was  no  proof  that  the  whiskey  had  been  carried  in 
the  waggon  aforesaid.  So  McConnell  saved  his  transport  from  seizure  and  confisca- 
tion. This  is  the  first  time  that  he  has  been  caught  in  a  long  and  merry  life,  and  he 
has  not  travelled  this  way  since. 

On  the  17th  July,  in  consequence  of  a  complaint  made  to  me  by  an  aggrieved 
wife,  I  ordered  a  saloon  in  Leth bridge,  occupied  oy  Charles  Bulger,  to  be  searched, 
three  barrels  of  Milwaukee  lager  beer  and  one  of  stout  were  found,  and  a  summons  was 
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issTied  to  the  proprietor.  The  first  question  was,  whether  or  not  this  particular  brand 
was  an  intoxicant.  As  to  this,  it  happened  that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  obsei  ving 
its  effects  upon  a  man  who  di  ank  some  half  dozen  bottles  in  the  course  of  an  afternoon, 
and  upon  the  evidence  the  defendant's  counsel,  could  not  but  admit  that  the  intoxicat- 
ing properties  of  the  beer  were  proved  ad  nauseam.  The  defendant  then  produced 
two  permits,  issued  over  four  months  previously,  foi*  32  gallons  of  beer,  each  to  two 
persons  in  town,  one  of  whom  was  a  Chinaman.  The  beer  was  imported  on  the  1st 
April  and  the  case  was  tried  before  me  on  the  20th  July.  The  nominees  handed  their 
permits  over  to  the  saloon  keeper,  who  ordered  and  procured  the  beer  through  a  local 
agent.  The  permit  holders  did  not  know  the  price  of  the  liquor — had  not  seen  it  and 
had  not  paid  for  it  whereas,  the  defendant  had  paid  the  local  agent  in  part  though 
not  in  full.  I  considered  that  the  prosecution  had  made  out  their  case,  and  fined  the 
defendant,  who  did  not  appeal. 

While  on  this  subject  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
question  of  police  justices,  now  before  the  country.  For  my  pai*t,  I  have  always 
avoided  trying  any  cases  whenever  I  could  possibly  do  so.  Since  I  have  been  here 
I  have  accepted  the  situation  because  there  has  been  no  help  for  it.  In  former  years 
it  has  been  within  my  experience  that  local  justices  have  refused  to  try  liquor  cases 
on  the  ground  that  they  could  not  run  the  risk  of  injuring  th^ir  business.  On  one 
occasion  I  visited  an  out  station  in  connection  with  a  liquor  case — found  a  local  justice 
theie,  who  was  disinclined  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it;  represented  to  him  that  it 
was  his* duty  to  try  the  case,  but  that  if  he  would  not  do  so  I  would.  He  finally  con- 
sented, and  convicted  and  fined  the  defendant. 

Not  long  ago  I  happened  to  meet  an  acquaitance  who  hailed  from  that  neigh- 
baurhood,  and  asked  him  how  so-and-so  was  getting  on.  He  replied  that  he  was  not 
doing  much ;  he  had  lost  caste  ever  since  he  allowed  himself  to  tiy  a  liquor  case  some 
years  ago,  and  the  neighboi-s  still  looked  shy  at  him.  Who,  I  would  ask,  is  able  to 
predict  that  local  justices  will  be  more  willing  than  they  have  been  in  the  past  to 
subject  themselves  to  the  disagreeableness  almost  inseparable  from  the  enforcement  of 
an  unpopular  law?  I  am  not  alone  in  thinking  that  if  police  magistrates  are  disestab- 
lished the  law  in  some  parts  of  the  country  will  become  a  dead  letter.  I  will  gladly 
make  anyone  a  present  of  my  magisterial  duties,  but  am  quite  sure  that  no  one  here 
would  undei-take  them  unless  he  were  paid  for  it.  In  my  opinion,  nothing  short  of  a 
stipendiaiy  magistracy  can  eflicientljr  supersede  the  present  system. 

Of  the  three  cases  reported  of  contravention  of  the  Indian  Act,  two  resulted  in 
conviction  and  one  was  dismissed.  ^ 

In  one  case,  tried  before  Mr.  Champness  and  myself,  on  the  11th  January,  two 
Indians  identified  the  man  who  had  sold  beer  to  a  drunken  Indian,  and  I  saw  no 
reason  to  discredit  their  testimony.  The  defendant  appealed,  and  on  the  11th  October 
left  the  countiy  before  the  appeal  was  heard. 

There  has  been  no  charge  of  this  nature  since  the  16th  May.  We  have  been  a 
little  more  strict  with  the  Indians  since  then.  If  they  come  in  here  to  trade  we  allow 
them,  as  a  rule,  to  stay  one  night,  and  then  move  them  on,  as  much  in  the  interest 
of  settlers  as  of  the  Indians  themselves.  I  think  a  contagious  disease  Act  might  not 
inappropriately  be  introduced  among  the  Indians.  When  the  men  deliberately  peddle 
their  women  round  for  prostitution,  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  human  ingenuity  to 
stop  it  entirely. 

The  twenty  miscellaneous  offences  reported  comprise  minor  charges,  which  call 
for  no  remark.  TJieir  disposal  consists  of  nineteen  convictions  and  one  dismissal. 
One  prairie  fire  conviction  is  included  in  the  foregoing. 

\        INl^IAN   SCOUTS. 

Out  of  several  Indian  scouts  that  I  have  tried  none  have  proved  to  be  worth 
their  salt  but  "  Star  Child,"  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  he  is  dying  of  consumption. 
He  did  some  good  work  for  us,  and  I  do  not  expect  to  replace  nim.  He  was  a 
determined  rascal,  and  the  Indians  generally  were  afraid  of  him.  After  he  brought 
to  a  successful  conclusion  an  intrigue  in  which  he  was  much  interested,  no  less  than 
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the  enticing  of  a  white  man's  Indian  wife  from  him,  he  became  lees  reliable  and 
energetic,  and  I  was  at  last  obliged  to  discharge  him.  I  should  be  glad  to  get 
another  native  scout  of  similar  calibre. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  have  behaved  very  well  during  the  past  year.  "Eed  Crow's  "  good 
example  must  count  for  a  great  deal.  I  am  convinced  that  the  key  to  the  tme 
repressive  treatment  of  Indian  delinquencies  is  to  make  plenty  of  what  "  Little 
Person  *'  called  a  "  fuss"  over  their  misdoings,  and  to  teach  them  that  the  law  has  a 
very  long  arm,  which  never  growp  weary.  For  this  reason  it  is  a  pity  that  "  The 
Dog"  and  "The  Eib,"  who,  as  convicts,  escaped  from  the  sheriff  at  Dunmore 
upwards  of  a  year  ago,  should  still  be  at  large,  and  I  would  respectfully  urge  the 

Eroffer  of  a  reward  by  the  Department  ot  Justice  for  their  re-capture ;  $50  would 
ave  had  the  desired  effect  in  the  case  of  one  of  them  during  the  past  summer,  and 
the  moral  effect  would  be  well  worth  the  money. 

The  Bloods  think  that  they  are  the  cream  of  creation,  and  it  is  time  for  them  to 
begin  to  imbibe  some  modification  of  the  idea. 

We  have  been  unsuccessful  in  keeping  them  on  their  reserve.  A  firm  and  per- 
sistent pressure  will  in  time  have  the  desired  effect. 

I  went  to  the  sun  dance  on  the  reserve  this  year,  and  I  came  away  with  the 
impression  that  it  serves  no  useful  purpose  whatever,  and  might  be  profitably  replacea 
by  some  other  form  of  entertainment.  No  more  than  half  a  dozen  would-be  braves 
underwent  the  ordeal,  and  some  of  them  were  only  brought  tp  the  scratch  by 
obtrusive  and  derisive  encouragement.  The  Indians  could  not  agree  among  them- 
selves as  to  where  it  should  be  held,,  and  Red  Crow  did  not  appear.  It  has  the  effect 
of  bringing  out  all  the  bad  qualities  of  the  Indians,  without  any  compensating  advan- 
tage. It  feeds  the  naturally  cruel  nature  of  the  spectators,  it  panders  to  the  lust  of 
both  sexes  ,  and  unsettles  the  marital  relations  of  the  Indians  themselves;  and  last, 
though  not  least,  it  acts  as  an  incentive  to  the  triumphant  participant  to  evince  a 
courage  to  which  he  is  far  from  feeling  in  the  commission  of  some  lawless  act. 

On  the  22nd  Apnl,  Scout  "  Star  Child  "  reported  that  four  days  previously  a  party 
of  Bloods  had  gone  to  the  States  on  a  horse-stealing  expedition  against  the  Gros 
Ventres.  I  thereupon  warned  Col.  Otis,  commanding  at  Fort  Assiniboine,  who  wired 
to  me  on  the  10th  May  that  "three  Bloods  with  stolen  stock  passed  through  Bear 
Paw  Mountains  on  the  8th,  and  there  kille*  an  Indian."  We  had  at  this  time  56  men 
on  outpost  duty,  and  patrols  were  moving  night  and  day.  On  the  13th  May,  at  about 
daybreak,  two  men  from  Corporal  Elliott's  flying  patrol,  saw  an  Indian  about  five 
miles  oft*  driving  some  ponies  towards  the  reserve.  He  soon  caught  sight  of  them 
and  set  off  at  full  speed,  heading  for  one  of  the  many  coulees  thereabouts.  He  was 
so  hard  pressed,  that  he  had  to  abandon  his  booty  and  "  cach^  "  himself.  The  patrol 
found  first  the  mare  which  he  had  just  ridden,  with  her  flanks  and  back  badly  gashed 
by  the  Indian's  knife,  and  which  died  from  exhaustion  soon  after ;  they  then  found 
three  more  ponies  and  a  yearling  colt,  which  completed  the  tale.  I  subsequently 
sent  these  to  Col.  Otis,  to  be  returned  to  the  Grros  Ventre  ownei'S.  The  other  Indians 
mentioned  in  Col.  Otis'  telegram  did  not  come  this  way. 

On  the  6th  June  I  received  a  letter  from  Col.  Otis,  saying  that  the  reports 
made  to  him  of  thefts,  which  had  formed  the  subject  of  a  letter  to  you,  "were  evi- 
dently exaggerated,  as  many  of  the  horses  then  supposed  to  have  been  stolen  were 
founa  to  have  strayed,  owing  to  a  severe  storm  which  occuiTed  at  the  time  of  loss." 

On  the  3l8t  July  I  received  a  telegram  from  Col.  Otis  that  the  agent  at  Fort 
Belknap  had  reported  that  four  of  his  Indians  had  left  their  agency  on  the  27th  to 
raid  the  Bloods.  I  wired  to  Superintendent  Steele  at  Macleod,  and  sent  an  Indian 
to  warn  the  Indians  on  the  reserve.  I  believe  the  Belknaps  succeeded  in  getting 
away  with  two  horses,  and  if  so,  I  think  it  was  a  very  salutary  lesson  for  the  Bloods, 
calculated  to  lessen  their  conceit  and  teach  them  not  to  provoke  reprisals. 

On  the  2nd  October  I  received  a  telegram  from  Medicine  Hat  that  eight  horses 
had  been  stolen  from  there  on  the  night  of  the  30th  September.  Descriptions  of  the 
horses  reached  me  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd,  and  the  two  owners,  Uree  Indians, 
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arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  October.  I  sent  one  of  them  with  a  constable  to 
Stand-Off,  and  the  other  to  Corporal  Turnbull,  on  the  Little  Bow,  with  orders  to 
follow  the  river  bank  until  they  found  the  trail  of  the  horses  crossing  the  Belly.  It 
was,  of  course,  a  foregone  conclusion  that  the  horses  were  safely  **  cachM  "  on  the 
Blood  reserve  before  I  received  notice  of  the  theft,  and  the  only  thing  to  be  done  was, 
if  possible,  to  bring  the  larceny  home  to  the  Bloods.  Corporal  Turnbuirs  patrol 
picked  up  the  trail  where  it  crossed  the  Belly  River,  at  the  Cypress  Cattle  Com- 
pany's ranche,  and  followed  it  vid  Kipp  to  the  reserve.  On  arrival  there  they  heard 
that  the  horses  had  been  given  up  to  the  Macleod  police,  so  went  there  and 
recovered  them.  We  ascertained  from  camp  gossip  that  the  horses  reached  the 
resei*ve  on  the  night  of  the  1st  October,  that  the  thieves  were  afraid  the  police  would 
find  them,  so  drove  them  off  to  another  "  cach^  "  next  day.  I  issued  a  warrant  for 
the  thieves,  "  Come  Singing  "  and  "Sharp  Byes,"  but  it  has  not  yet  been  executed. 
The  Crees  took  their  horses  home  in  great  delight. 

At  the  end  of  May  it  was  repoi-ted  by  the  Kennedy's  Crossing  detachment  that 
twelve  lodges  of  Canadian  Crees  were  encamped  about  nine  miles  down  the  river  on 
the  Amenran  side.  These  roving  bands  are  always  likely  to  lead  to  tmuble,  so  I 
wrote  to  Col.  Otis,  saying  that  if  they  were  Canadian  Crees,  and  if  he  would  have 
them  escorted  within  our  reach,  I  would  have  them  conducted  northwards,  away 
from  the  line,  and  out  of  harm's  way.  Some  days,  of  course,  elapsed  before  I  could 
communicate  with  Col.  Otis,  but  he  immediately  sent  out  a  party  to  act  in  accord- 
ance with  my  suggestion.  I  fancy,  however,  the  troops  were  unable  to  find  them,  as 
the  Indians  had  split  up  into  twos  and  threes  and  gone  on  varioui*  hunting  expedi- 
tions. The  troops  looked  for  them  for  some  time,  but  I  never  heard  any  more  of  the 
Indians  in  question. 

Apropos  of  roving  bands  of  Indians,  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  the  issue  of 
passes  from  the  renerve  to  Indians,  enabling  them  to  roam  about  a  cattle  country, 
such  as  the  Little  Bow,  is  much  to  be  deprecated.  I  recognize  the  difficulty  of  an 
Indian  agent  in  refusing  a  pass  to  a  plausible  Indian ;  but  there  are  two  main  points 
to  be  remembered :  one ;  that  the  cattle  must  be  protected ;  and  the  other,  that  Indians 
will  never  work  on  the  reserve  so  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  roam  the  country. 

OUTPOSTS  AND   PATROLS. 

The  outpost  system  of  this  division  has  been  somewhat  extended  this  year  with 
very  satisfactory  results.  The  country  has  been  so  thoroughly  patrolled  that  the 
few  lines  on  the  map  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  ground  that  has  been  covered. 

As  last  year,  the  patrols  to  the  south  and  east  covered  170  miles  straight  on  end 
from  division  headquarter,  connecting  with  "A"  Division  at  Willow  Creek.  In 
addition  to  this  we  had  a  camp  at  Kennedy's  Crossing,  on  the  Milk  Hiver  (150  miles 
from  here).  I  understand  that  it  is  your  intention  to  have  this  outpost  in  future 
provided  by  "A"  Division,  within  whose  district  it  really  is.  By  whomsoever 
lurnished,  there  certainly  should  be  a  camp  there. 

The  country  between  Pendant  d'Oreiue  and  Willow  Creek  was  scouted,  and  the 
50  mile  connection  made  by  a  pack-horse  outfit — ^four  days  being  allowed  for  the 
round  trip  in  each  week. 

Theie  being  no  water  in  Kipp's  Coulee  this  year  I  was  obliged  to  have  two campa 

along  the  55  mile  road,  from  here  to  Milk  Eiver  Ridge,  mainly  to  accommodate  teams* 

The  number  of  men  on  outpost  duty  has  fluctuated  from  time  to  time,  according 

to  the  work  in  hand,  but  the  average  number  furnishing  the  patrol  which  scouted 

the  southern  section  of  country  is  as  follows : — 

Miles.  N.C.O.  Const.  Horses. 

Fifteen  Mile  Lake 12  0        3        2 

Nine  Mile  Butte  33  0        3        2 

Milk  River  Hidge 9  15        7 

Writing-on-Stone 25  1         6         8 

Pendant  d'Oreille 36  16         8 

Kennedy's  Crossing 28  0        4        4 
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I  have  also  had  a  camp  on  the  St.  Mary's  River,  about  20  miles  distant  from  here 
by  saddle,  ffom  which  a  flying  patrol  has  scoured  the  neighboring  country,  and  has 
done  most  creditable  service. 

Another  camp  again  has  been  stationed  at  the  junction  of  the  Little  Bow  and 
Belly  Rivers,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  ranches  thereahouts  is  proof  conclusive  of 
its  usefulness : 

Miles.  N.C.O.  Const  Hoisee. 

Fl3ring  Patrol 20         1         4        6 

LittleBow ?2       J_      A      ^ 

The  division  has  done  a  great  deal  of  work  this  year,  some  of  it  of  an  abiding 
nature. 

Early  in  the  spring  two  substantial  hridges  were  constructed  in  Kipp's  Coul^, 
and  the  Middle  Coulee,  on  the  road  to  Milk  River  Ridge,  the  logs  and  poles  for  each 
bein^  hauled  55  and  48  miles  respectively,  from  Writing-on-Stone. 

The  n  cessity  of  a  good  half-way  house  and  stable  is  very  pressing,  but  water, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  is  the  trouble. 

The  Fifteen  Mile  Lake  was  a  large  lake  last  year  with  plenty  of  good  water.  It 
is  now  nearly  dried  up,  and  I  have  lecently  had  to  move  the  camp  about  15  miles 
further  on,  where  a  spring  has  been  found  in  the  Middle  Coulee.  Until  this  spring 
was  found  our  horses  had  to  travel  33  miles  without  a  drop  of  water.  Even  this 
spring  is  a  qualified  blessing,  as  it  disagrees  with  some  of  the  passing  team  horses 
and  entails  a  great  deal  of  responsibility  on  the  teamsters,  whose  care  and  attention 
I  cannot  sufficiently  praise. 

At  the  Fifteen  Mile  Lake  the  men  were  very  much  annoyed  by  skunks  and 
foxes.  One  of  the  men  had  his  boots  eaten  by  foxes,  and  skunks  were  so  numeroua 
and  obstrusive  that  the  men  were  afraid  of  treading  on  them  when  getting  out  of 
bed  at  night.  One  night  when  I  was  there  my  teamster  happened  to  awake  and 
counted  seven  skunks  and  a  fox  in  the  camp.  I  sent  out  scantling  and  laths  to  makes 
fence  round  each  tent,  and  thereafter  the  annoyance  was  not  so  overpowering.  The 
skunk  seems  to  have  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  art  of  minding  one's  own  business, 
but  woe  betide  any  unluck}'^  knight  who  is  betrayed  into  any  gesture  giving  him 
cause  for  alarm.     He  seems  to  take  not  unkindly  to  bacon. 

At  the  Nine  Mile  Butte  there  is  a  beautiful  spring,  which  was  dug  out  by  the 
detachment,  and  three  good  sized  tanks  constructed  out  of  stones  and  mud.  All  this 
section  of  country  was  burnt  over  last  winter,  and  until  the  grass  grew  long  enough 
we  had  to  send  out  hay  from  here  to  the  Butte  and  ako  to  the  Fifteen  Mile  Lake. 

At  Milk  River  Ridge  the  accommodation  for  man  and  beast  is  very  good  indeed, 
and  the  contractors  deserve  credit  for  the  capital  work  which  they  put  into  the 
huildings  last  year.  This  detachment  remained  out  last  winter.  This  year  they 
have  dug  a  good  stone-lined  well  close  to  the  house,  and  assisted  by  the  barrack 
carpenter,  have  put  up  a  frame  storehouse  measuring  12  ft.  by  16  ft.,  a  coal  shed 
8  ft.  square,  and  a  latrine,  at  a  cost  of  $125,  the  price  of  the  lumber  delivered  in 
Lethbridge.  A  stoutly-built  hay  corral,  50  ft.  by  40  ft.,  has  also  been  constructed, 
the  materials  being  hauled  from  Writing-on-Stone,  25  miles.  Good  hay  was  pro- 
curable within  about  five  miles  of  the  post  and  of  this  the  detachment  cut,  hauled 
and  stacked  about  20  tons. 

This  is  my  most  western  point  on  the  Milk  River,  and  hitherto  western  connec- 
tions have  been  made  by  *'  D  "  Division,  but  next  year  if  I  am  relieved  of  Kennedy's 
Crossing  I  think  I  should  have  an  outpost  a  few  miles  further  westward,  in  the 
country  which  properly  belongs  to  my  district,  the  western  boundary  of  which  is 
supposed  to  be  a  line  drawn  north  and  south  through  Kipp. 

A  permanent  camp  has  been  built  this  year  at  Writing-on-Stone,  and  the  Min- 
ister of  Customs  the  other  day  said  he  had  not  seen  many  better  log  buildings  even  in 
Ontario.  The  house  measures  24  ft.  by  18  ft.  with  lean-to  kitchen,  good  cellar,  shingle 
roof,  &c.  The  stable  measures  30  ft.  by  18  ft.  shingle  roofed,  and  capable  of  holding  ten 
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horses.  A  hay  corral  55  ft.  by  40  ft.  has  been  constructed,  and  about  20  tons  of  hay  put 
up.  The  camp  is  channingly  situated  at  the  mouth  of  a  coulee  about  five  miles  long 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

The  sides  of  the  coulee  are  very  precipitous  and  rocky.  A  fence  at  the  mouth 
and  another  fence  across  the  coulee  about  a  mile  up  make  an  excellent  corral  for 
horses,  where  the  shelter  and  feed  are  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  coulee  abounds 
in  wild  currant  bushes,  the  fruit  of  which  is  very  fine.  The  logs  used  in  the  buildings 
&c.,  were  cut  about  four  miles  up  the  coulee  by  three  or  four  of  our  own  men,  who 
have  been  chopping  and  building  ever  since  June.  Hauling  the  logs  down  the  coulee 
was  rough  work  and  occupied  a  good  deal  of  time.  The  road  in  the  rivei*  bottom 
approaching  the  camp  has  been  improved  for  about  three  miles,  and  made  practicable 
for  heavy  teams.  The  ford  has  been  graded  and  made  good.  A  blacksmith's  shop 
has  just  been  completed  and  the  assistant  farrier  will  remain  all  the  winter,  so  will 
the  veterinary  assistant. 

.  In  all  respects  this  is  a  well  situated  post,  entirely  out  of  sight  from  the  other 
side,  close  to  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  and  in  the  line  of  travel  therefrom.  A  party  came 
over  this  summer  with  horses  for  sale.  They  were  intercepted  and  passed  along  the 
line  of  outposts  under  surveillance  to  the  Custom  house  at  Lethbridge.  We  heard 
afterwards  that  they  had  no  intention  of  paying  duty  when  they  crossed  the  border. 
It  appeared  that  they  had  paid  **  big  money  "  to  a  guide  who  had  undertaken  to 
convey  them  past  the  police  line,  and  who  left  them  after  they  came  into  our  hands. 
The  horse  owners  made  no  sales  to  speak  of  here,  and  soon  re-crossed  the  line,  hoping 
that  Providence  would  allow  them  to  get  even  with  the  guide. 

On  the  road  from  Writing-on-Stone  to  Pendant  d'Oreille  the  nearest  water  is  26 
or  27  miles,  where  the  trail  approaches  the  river,  the  banks  along  the  intervening 
distance  being  well  nigh  inaccessible.  The  Pendant  d'Oreille  detachment  was  the 
first  out  last  spring,  leaving  Lethbridge  on  the  31st  March.  They  had  put  up  a  small 
log  shanty  last  year,  and  on  arrival  thiK  spring  found  a  fresh  quaiter  of  beef  there, 
which  the  owners  never  turned  up  to  claim.  Just  prior  to  thai  it  had  been  reported 
from  Maple  Creek  that  a  cow  had  been  killed  at  the  head  of  the  mountain  and  three 
S.T.V.  horses  stolen,  and  this  circumstance  contiiTned  my  belief  in  the  necessity  of  a 
permanent  detachment  at  Pendant  d'Oreille. 

A  good  deal  has  at  times  been  said  about  permanent  outposts,  and  exception 
taken  to  the  trifling  expense  entailed  by  them.  To  my  mind  the  question  does  not 
admit  of  argument.  An  army  in  presence  of  an  enemy  covers  itself  with  outposts. 
We  police  have  to  look  for  enemies  fiom  within  as  well  as  from  without,  and  our 
army  is  the  general  public,  the  isolated  settler  whose  repose  and  security  it  is  our 
business  to  ensuj-e.. 

The  requirements — then,of  a  permanent  party  at  Pendant  d'Oreille  are  provided 
for  by  a  set  of  log  buildings  of  about  the  same  dimensions  as  those  at  Writing-on- 
Stone — house,  stable,  &c.,  wiih  hay  corral,  containing  upwards  of  twenty  tons  of  hay. 
The  logs  were  cut  about  six  miles  down  the  i-iver,  and  the  road  in  that  distance 
required  considerable  grading.  The  house  stands  on  a  cut  bank  of  the  river,  and 
convenient  approaches  to  water  both  for  man  and  beast,  involving  a  good  deal  of 
labor,  have  been  made. 

The  whole  of  the  work  along  this  line  •  of  outposts  has  been  done  by  our  own 
men — the  building  superintended  by  Staft'  Sergt.  Keenan. 

Kennedy's  Crossing,  where  we  have  had  a  small  detachment  until  recently,  is 
a  pretty  nicely  wooded  spot,  the  loss  of  which  I  must  regret,  but  we  had  to  leave  it 
because  it  turned  out  to  be  on  American  soil.  The  only  available  sight  for  buildings 
that  I  could  see  is  on  the  table  laud,  about  four  miles  from  the  river  bank,  where 
there  is  a  large  lake. 

The  Milk  Eiver  outposts  are  being  supplied  with  rations  and  forage  which  will 
carry  them  on  until  the  middle  of  April.  The  men  will  get  a  little  game — antelope 
and  chicken  at  the  Ridge  the  same  at  Writing-on  Stone,  where  thej  e  is  also  beaver, 
and  at  Pendant  d'Oreille  antelope,  chicken  and  black-tailed  deer,  with  perhaps  a 
boar  thrown  in.    Coal,  according  to  necessity,  has  been  supplied  to  each  post  from 
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hero,  and  the  men  will  be  very  comfortable.  The  winter  evenings,  however,  will  be 
long,  and  contributions  of  books,  not  exclusively  of  a  scientific  or  religious  character 
^will  be  thankfully  received. 

Each  outpost  is  supplied  with  a  pack  horse  outfit ;  the  intervening  distance  is 
almost  daily  travelled,  and  any  travellers'  trails  are  followed  up  at  once. 

Coming  nearer  home,  we  have  built  in  a  sheltered  bottom  of  St.  Mary's  River, 
about  eighteen  miles  from  here,  a  log  house  20  by  18  feet,  with  lean-to  kitchen,  and 
stable  32  by  17  feet.  The  latter  is  partly  dug  out  of  a  convenient  bank.  A  store- 
house 12  by  14  feet  is  in  process  of  construction.  This  post  will  be  the  head-quarters 
of  a  flying  patrol  in  summer  and  of  the  herd  in  winter.  The  feed  is  excellent  and 
the  shelter  good.  About  thirty  tons  of  hay  have  been  put  up  and  enclosed  in  a 
stout  corral,  measuring  40  by  20  feet.  The  hoi-ses  of  this  patrol  have  averaged  400 
miles  a  week  all  the  summer,  and  in  addition  to  that  work  the  men  have  hauled  the 
logs  for  the  buildings  six  miles  down  the  river  and  seven  miles  overland  to  their 
present  site ;  they  have  also  put  up  the  buildings  and  made  excavations,  without 
any  outside  assistance  at  all,  barring  a  few  teams  which  I  have  lent  them  when  pos- 
sible for  hauling  logs  overland.  Their  own  energy  has  done  the  rest,  and  a  very 
creditable  showmg  it  is.  The  house  and  stable  are  shingled  and  finished  in  the 
same  way  as  at  the  other  outposts.  Door  and  window  frames  made  here  by  our 
own  carpenters  and  sent  out. 

You  allowed  me  $1,100  for  the  three  out-posts.  In  the  pui'chase  of  material  for 
roofs,  floors  &c.,  and  tools,  I  have  expended  approximately  $975,  which  will  leave 
$125  to  be  distributed  in  working  pay. 

The  camp  on  the  Little  Bow,  to  the  north  of  Lethbridge,  is  situate  in  the  heart 
of  the  ranching  countiy  in  that  section,  and  the  men  have  moved  into  winter  quarters 
close  by.  Accommodation  for  four  men  and  foui*  horses  is  rented  at  $10  per  month, 
from  Ml*.  Main,  who  supplies  hay  at  $4  per  horse  per  month.  This  is  |4  cheaper 
than  each  horse  could  oe  fed  in  barracks,  and  the  saving  thus  effected  pays  the 
rent  of  the  buildings. 

In  former  years  the  ranchers  have  been  much  annoyed  by  marauding  Indians, 
but  during  this  year  not  a  single  Indian  was  seen  in  the  neighborhood  until  the 
beginning  of  November,  nor  did  the  round-up  parties  come  across  a  single  head  of 
cattle  found  dead  under  suspicious  circumstances. 

This  immunity  from  annoyance  and  loss  is  attributable  solely  to  the  presence  of 
the  police  detachment,  and  the  fact  that  we  have  hitherto  been  able  to  prevent  Indians 
from  roving  about  that  country. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  stan4ing  outposts,  a  special  flying  patrol  has  at 
intei-vals  taken  a  run  round  the  more  unfrequented  part  of  the  country.  Their  move- 
ments were  necessarily  dependent  upon  water  supply,  which  has  been  at  an  unprece- 
dented low  ebb  during  the  past  season. 

THE   GOVERNOR  GENERAL'S  VISIT. 

Owing  to  every  available  horse  and  man  of  the  division  being  employed  at  work 
fi*om  which  they  could  not  be  withdrawn  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service,  I 
was  unable  to  furnish  any  escort  on  the  occasion  of  His  Excellency's  visit.  The 
omission  was  supplied  from  Macleod,  in  a  manner  that  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 

ASSISTANCE   TO  INDIAN   DEPARTMENT. 

The  assistance  required  of  us  by  the  Indian  Depai-tment  has  been  limited  to 
escorting  the  Bloods'  and  Piegans' treaty  money  from  l)unmore  Jo  Kipp,and  helping 
an  individual  Indian  here  and  there  to  recover  his  horse,  &c.,  &c. 

,     ASSISTANCE   TO   CUSTOMS   DEPARTMENT. 

We  systematically  furnish  the  Customs  ofiicer  here  with  a  report  of  all  inward- 
bound  travellers  from  the  United  States,  and  if  we  think  there  is  a  possible  chance 
of  "  a  slip  between  the  cup  and  the  lip  "  we  bestow  upon  them  the  enjoyment  of  our 
society  along  the  road. 
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The  seizure  of  Garrison's  cigars  and  tobacco,  the  capture  of  Arned  Lambert's 
horse,  and  the  seizure  of  PerceFs  outfit  comprehend  the  main  items. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THE  RAILROADS. 

The  North-West  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  have  not  required  any  particu- 
lar assistance  from  us  during  the  year. 

PBAIBIE   FIBES. 

We  have  had  a  large  and  varied  experience  of  prairie  fires  dunng  the  year.  In 
the  course  of  last  winter  and  spring  the  entire  country  round  about  here  was  burnt 
over,  and  if  these  fires  should  oe  of  annual  recurrence,  as  seems  more  and  more  prob- 
able with  advancing  settlement,  the  grass  will  deteriorate  year  by  year  and  mav 
eventually  be  killed  altogether.  It  may,  thei'efore,  be  supposed  that  in  a  stock 
country  prairie  fires  are  an  all-absorbing  question.  There  is  no  doubt  that  locomo- 
tives are  responsible  for  a  large  proportion  of  these  fires,  and  nothing  short  of  a 
strip  100  feet  wide  burnt  on  each  side  of  the  track  will  obviate  danger  from  that 
source.  Of  the  rest,  I  believe  the  majority  of  prairie  fires  are  the  result  of  criminal 
negligence  or  worse.  The  country  is  so  large,  distances  so  deceptive  and  the  time 
occupied  in  i*eaching  a  fire  so  great,  that  it  is  veiy  difficult  to  discover  the  origin 
and  Drinff  it  home  to  the  culprit. 

On  me  evening  of  the  5th  December,  1888,  a  prairie  fire  became  visible  from 
barracks.  As  it  appeared  to  be  only  a  short  distance  beyond  the  Six  Mile  Coulee  to 
the  southward,  at  o  p.  m.  I  sent  20  men  to  put  it  out.  On  arriving  at  the  coulee 
they  found  it  was  5  or  6  miles  further  on,  and  estimated  it  to  be  about  20  miles  wide. 
They  extinguished  about  10  miles  of  it,  prevented  it  fVom  coming  towards  the  town, 
and  reached  barracks  next  morning  about  6  o'clock.  A  fall  of  snow  shortly  after- 
wards put  out  that  which  was  left  burning. 

On  the  12th  February,  in  the  forenoon,  I  noticed  a  column  of  smoke  arise  ffom 
the  Whoop-up  Vallev,  and  sent  Constable  Arrowsmith  to  see  what  it  was. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  started  by  settlers  to  clear  land  of  brush,  &c.,  but 
no  evidence  was  obtainable.  It  is  about  seven  miles  fVom  this  to  Whoop-up.  Within 
half  an  hour  of  the  constable's  departure  the  wind  had  risen  fVom  a  gentle  breeze  to 
a  furious  gale.  I  became  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  our  herd  of  horses,  which  were 
at  pasture  about  twelve  miles  from  here,  in  the  very  line  which  the  fire  would 
naturally  take,  and  galloped  out  with  Sergeant  Eoss.  Needless  to  say  the  fire  beat 
us  all  to  nothing.'    It  ran  by  leaps  and  bounds.    The  grass  was  long  (a  beautiful 

f  razing  country),  and  patches  of^  burning  grass  would  be  carried  through  the  air 
0  and  60  feet  at  a  leap.  Sergeant  Eoss,  who  is  an  experienced  prairie  man, 
said  he  never  saw  fire  run  so  fast.  Of  course  there  was  no  question  of  attempting  to 
stop  it.  We  found  our  herd  in  a  little  off-shoot  of  a  coulee,  with  fire  all  round  them, 
but  out  of  harm's  way.  Two  or  three  of  the  settlers  along  the  St.  Mary's  had  very 
narrow  escapes.  Constable  An-owsmith  arrived  in  time  to  assist  in  saving  one  house, 
&c.,  the  fire  having  burned  to  within  a  yard  of  the  hay  stack ;  and  Constable  Graves 
managed  to  extinguish  a  tongue  of  flame  which  shot  down  into  the  valley  from  the 
table  land,  and  which  would  in  a  few  minutes  have  reached  the  house,  hay,  &c.,  of  a 
settler  who  was  away  from  home  at  the  time.  A  snow  storm  in  the  evening  checked 
the  further  progress  of  the  fire,  but  not  until  a  large  tract  of  valuable  feed  had  been 
destroyed. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  April  Mr.  Howell  Harris,  manager  of  Mr.  Conrad's 
and  I.  G.  Baker's  ranches,  asked  for  assistance  to  put  out  a  largo  prairie  fire,  supposed 
to  be  from  twelve  to^fifteen  miles  north  of  this,  which  was  threatening  his  range.  I 
was  very  shoi-t  of  men  just  then,  but  went  myself  with  a  party  of  nine.  We  left  the 
barracks  at  8  p.  m.,  crossed  the  river  near  here  and  made  straight  for  the  fir9.  We 
node  until  3  a.  m.  next  day,  and  seemed  to  be  as  far  from  the  fire  as  when  we  started. 
From  3  to  4  a.  m.  we  halted  to  rest  and  feed  the  horses,  and  then,  as  we  were  not 
rationed  for  a  lengthy  stay,  and  there  was  a  great  uncertainty  about  water,  we  retraced 
our  steps,  reaching  the  river  at  11  a.  m.,  and  the  barracks  soon  after  noon     We  had 
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thus  travelled  from  8  p.  m.  till  noon,  with  one  hour's  inteiTniseion,  and  mast  have 
coveied  fifty  miles.  We  found  afterwards  that  the  fire  was  burning  in  an  arc,  and 
that  the  centre,  which  seemed  to  us  to  be  the  nearest  point,  was  really  the  furthest 
from  us. 

As  we  neared  our  journey'b  end  the  wind  gradually  freshened  and  brought  the^ 
aforesaid  fire  within  the  limits  of  practical  extinguishment  on  the  6th  April.  On 
that  evening  it  was  creditably  said  to  be  within  seven  or  eight  miles.  I  started  with 
a  party  at  9  a.m.,  and  made  the  nearest  point  in  about  fifteen  miles.  We  put  out 
several  miles  of  tire — all  there  was — and  arrived  in  barracks  at  5:30  a.m.  on  the  7th. 
Estimated  distance  travelled,  thirty  seven  miles. 

On  the  11th  April  we  put  out  two  large  fires  which  had  for  some  days  been 
raging  to  the  south  and  east  of  us,  and  which  threatened  the  town. 

In  all  these  cases  the  place  of  origin  was  too  remote  and  indefinite  for  us  to  be 
able  to  ascertain  the  particulars. 

On  the  3rd  July  a  couple  of  children  were  playing  alongside  the  track,  when 
an  engine  ran  by,  and  a  spark  therefrom  set  fire  to  the  grass.  The  children  ran  and 
called  their  mother,  who  came  out  of  her  house,  close  by,  with  a  b/oom.  A  neighbor 
came  out  similarly  armed,  and  in  spite  of  its  being  a  calm  day,  these  women  had 
great  difficulty  in  keeping  the  fire  out  of  their  respective  homes,    [n  accordance  with 

feneral  instructions,  the  evidence  obtainable  in  this  case  was  forwarded  to  the 
lieutenant  Governor,  but  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  institute  a  prosecution. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  September,  there  came  into  view  the  smoke  of  a 
prairie  fire  across  the  river,  which  looked  as  if  it  might  be  about  ten  miles  distant.  1 
sent  out  Inspector  Moodie  and  a  party.  They  rode  towards  it  for  about  three  houj-s, 
and  then,  finding  that  it  was  still  a  long  way  off  and  out  of  my  district,  returned — 
having  travelled  upwards  of  thirty  miles. 

On  the  moiTiing  of  the  2l8t  September  at  5:30  o'clock,  the  picquet  reported  a  fire 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Belly  Eiver,  and  I  sent  out  Inspector  Bradley  and  a  party  of 
eight  to  put  it  out,  and  ascertain  its  origin  if  possible.  About  10  a.ra.  an  appeal 
came  for  more  men,  so  I  went  with  seven  more.  The  first  party  had  a  hard  time  of 
it  fighting  the  fire  in  the  brush,  &c.,  in  some  of  the  coul^s.  We  burnt  round  these, 
and  left  them  to  bura  themselves  out ;  then  made  for  the  outer  rim  of  fire,  which  by 
this  time  had  travelled  some  distance.  Having  reached  it  we  divided  into  two  par- 
ties, put  out  from  ten  to  twelve  miles  of  fire,  and  reached  home  about  i*  p.m.  We 
must  have  left  a  little  fire  somewhere,  for  during  the  night  the  winJ  fieshened  and 
the  fire  broke  out  again,  so  I  took  out  another  party,  and  between  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m. 
put  it  out  finally.  A  rancher  lost  two  stacks  of  hay.  containing  about  50  tons,  a  new 
waggon  and  some  harness,  which  he  would  not  have  lost  had  he  had  a  proper  tire- 
break  round  his  corral.  The  origin  of  this  tire  is  a  mystery.  It  did  not  cross  the 
Macleod  trail  and  did  not  start  from  there ;  the  ferryman  at  Kipp  said  no  one  had 
crossed  between  the  evening  of  the  20th  and  the  following  morning,  and  if  it  had 
started  fVom  the  haymakers'  carelessness  it  would  have  shown  itself  much  earlier. 
As  it  was,  the  wind  was  too  high  on  the  previous  afternoon  to  unload  the  waggon, 
which  was  run  in  between  the  two  stacks  and  left  till  the  morning. 

On  the  27th  September  a  rancher  started  a  prairie  fire,  to  protect  his  holding,  as 
he  said.  At  any  rate,  he  allowed  the  fire  to  get  away  from  him,  and  was  convicted 
and  fined  accordingly. 

On  the  5th  October  an  engine  started  a  fire  about  ^ve  miles  down  the  railway.  I 
took  out  a  party,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  hard  fighting,  for  the  wind  was  high, 
extinguished  it. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  31st  October  a  very  large  prairie  fire  on  the  Blood 
Resei*ve  about  eight  miles  from  here,  came  into  view.  At  1:30  p.m.  I  took  out  a  party, 
and  we  saved  a  good  deal  of  valuable  feed  in  the  river  bottoms  and  on  the  table  land, 
relieved  Mr.  Dave  Akers  anxiety  as  to  his  buildings  hard  by,  and  protected  the  p.airitf 
over  which  the  late  Mr.  F.  Strong's  horses  are  accustomed  to  range.  We  returned  to 
barracks  at  about  10  p.m.  The  Indians  do  not  interest  themselves  in  the  matter  at 
all.    There  is  some  reason  to  suppose  that  this  was  started  by  some  of  them.. 
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On  the  8th  November  a  large  fire  came  into  view  at  dusk,  and  was  apparently 
about  six  or  eight  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  barracks,  extending  from  the  railroad 
to  the  Benton  trail.  I  sent  Staff  Sergeant  Boss  and  ten  men  to  one  end  and  Inspector 
Baker  and  seven  men  to  the  other.  They  put  out  the  noithern  edge  of  fire,  about  eight 
miles  long,  and  an  opportune  fall  of  snow  obviated  their  going  ten  miles  further  to 
reach  the  southern  edge.  They  aiTived  in  barracks  at  1.30  a.m.  This  fire  clearly 
started  from  the  railro^. 

DISCIPLINE,   CONDUCT,  &C. 

The  discipline  of  the  division  is  good.  For  some  time  past  I  have  been  gradually 
getting  rid  of  the  worthless  element,  which  is  dear  to  the  country  at  any  price. 
With  a  veiy  few  exceptions  the  division  is  now  composed  of  men  whom  it  is  a  pleas- 
nre  and  a  pride  to  command.  I  am  fortunate  in  having  a  good  staff  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers  headed  by  Serjeant-Major  Jarvis,  whose  administi'ation  has  fully  justi- 
fied his  promotion  early  in  t£e  year. 

DRILL,   TAEOET  PRACTICE,   AC 

The  Division  underwent  a  course  of  target  practice  and  spring  didlls  before  the 
field  season  commenced,  and  the  same  will  nave  to  be  done  next  year,  as  weather 
permits.  There  has  been  no  time  or  opportunity  for  other  drill.  The  work  has  at 
times  been  so  hard  that  the  night  picquet  duty  left  the  men  with  barely  three  nights 
in  bed.  Last  spring  we  put  in  a  good  deal  of  work  upon  the  butt  belonging  to  the 
local  rifie  association,  who  kindly  allow  us  to  use  their  range ;  but  I  doubt  that 
advancing  settlement  will  in  the  near  future  close  the  range  altogether. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  division  is  very  fine,  as  is  best  proved  by  the  work  which 
has  been  done. 

HEALTH. 

There  has  been  very  little  sickness  dui'ing  the  year.  The  average  of  sick 
(2f  per  month)  has  been  raised  by  two  cases  of  venereal,  which  did  not  arise  in  this 
oivision.  One  constable  who  has  gone  to  Eegina  to  be  invalided,  is,  I  fear, 
past  cure.  Constable  Gilbert  has  had  a  long  illness  from  blood  poisoning,  but  is  now 
well  enough  to  go  on  leave  for  the  winter.  He  cut  his  foot  with  an  axe  while  on 
duty  at  Writing-on-Stone  in  August  last,  and  has  been  within  an  ace  of  losing  it. 
Staff-Sergeant  White  incurred  a  troublesome  attack  of  rheumati&m  in  August  and 
September  while  at  Writing-on-Stone.  He  had  a  good  deal  of  travelling  with  a 
pack  horse  outfit  in  and  about  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills,  enquiring  for  missing  horses, 
hunting  up  evidence,  &c.,  and  did  not  speak  of  it  until  the  rheumatism  had  got  a 
firm  hold  of  him.    He  is  now  on  leave  at  Banff. 

RECRUITS. 

Eegl.  No.  396,  Constable  F.  W.  Young,  re-engaged  here  for  three  years'  service, 
and  Eegl.  No.  2359,  Constable  David  Leith,  engaged  for  five  years' service,  both  with 
your  authority,  and  are  driving  teams. 

DEATH. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Eegl.  No.  2181,  Constable  Alfred  Perry,  lost  his  life  here 
in  June  last.  He  was  stationed  on  the  Little  Bow,  and  came  in  with  the  usual 
weekly  repoi*ts.  When  rejoining  his  detachment  he  endeavored  to  cross  the  Belly 
Elver,  which  at  that  time  was  very  high,  swift  and  dangerous,  although  he  had  been 
cautioned  against  it,  and  paid  the  penalty  with  his  life.  We  found  his  horse, 
saddled  and  bridled,  standing  under  a  cut  bank  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  but 
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did  not  recover  Constable  Periy's  body  for  about  a  fortnight,  when  it  was  found 
about  twenty  miles  down  the  river,  from  where  he  went  into  the  water.  No  inqneet 
was  considered  necessary. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  are  sufficient  and  good.  The  coal  oil  is  not,  however,  all  that  could 
be  desired. 

KITS,  CLOTHING,  &C. 

The  clothing,  generally,  is  satisfactory,  with  one  or  two  exceptions. 

HORSES. 

The  horses  have  well  earned  their  winter's  rest,  which,  however,  they  will  not 
get  for  another  fortnight,  so  far  as  the  teams  are  concerned. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  now,  my  wants  next  year  will  be  limited  to  one  good  four- 
horse  team. 

We  have  a  couple  of  very  old  police  horses  which  have  done  good  work  in  their 
day,  and  these  I  propose  to  send  to  herd  permanently,  where  they  can  end  their  days 
in  peace.     An  evening  handful  of  oate  will  not  cost  much. 

I  have  three  horses  which  are  absolutely  useless,  and  I  doubt  if  they  will  sell  at 
all ;  two  are  incurably  lame,  and  the  other  cannot  stand  a  day's  work.  I  have  also 
an  assortment  of  worn  out  horses  which  can  be  utilized  in  the  mower,  rake  and 
hay  rack.     When  they  are  not  doing  that  kind  of  work  they  can  stay  on  herd. 

Seven  horses  have  died  during  the  year — three  probably  from  sequel  of  the 
typhoid  influenza  epidemic  of  last  year,  one  (an  old  horse)  from  azoturoea,  one  from 
acute  enteritis,  one  destroyed  on  account  of  a  broken  leg  (kicked  by  another  horse), 
and  one  destroyed  on  account  injuries  sustained  in  an  accident  while  attached  to 
"  H  "  Division  at  Macleod. 

The  rest  of  the  horses  have  been  and  are  remarkably  well  and  in  good  condition. 

The  teamsters  deserve  great  praise  for  the  care  they  have  taken  of  their  horses. 

I  enclose  a  return  (not  printed)  of  the  distance  travelled  by  each  horse  during 
the  year — total,  198,844  miles. 

SADDLERY  AND  HARNESS. 

We  have  seventy-one  saddles  in  good  order,  and  these  are  sufficient  for  our 
needs  at  present. 

The  harness,  on  the  contrary,  is  very  old  and  unsafe,  and  requires  constant 
patching. 

Of  heavy  harness  wo  should  have  four  new  seta  of  wheel  and  four  of  lead. 

Of  light  harness  we  require  one  four-in-hand  set,  and  two  sets  for  single  buck- 
boards. 

STABLES. 

The  stable  floors  here  will  require  a  good  deal  of  repairing  this  winter.  It  would 
be  better  to  floor  all  the  stables  with  blue  clay,  of  which  there  is  abundance  in  the 
neighborhood,  but  we  could  not  undertake  to  work  it  ourselves.  A  local  brickmaker 
would  supply  us  with  as  much  as  we  want  in  .trade  for  a  couple  of  horses,  which  are 
useless  to  us,  but  which  would  be  useful  to  him  in  working  his  puddling  machine. 
We  should  get  more  value  for  them  in  that  than  in  any  other  way. 

FORAGE. 

We  have  called  for  only  200  tons  of  hay  for  barrack  use  this  year,  instead  of  the 
350  tons  supplied  by  contract  last  year.  The  price  is  high,  $17.74  per  ton;  but  owing 
to  scarcity  caused  by  prairie  fires  and  drought,  this  hay  had  to  be  hauled  30, 40  tim 
50  miles. 
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The  aggregate  cost  of  96  tons,  put  up  by  the  several  outposts,  including  cost  of 
mower,  rake  and  racks,  and  working  pay  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  per  ton,  equals  about 
$230. 

The  oats  supplied  by  contract  have  been  clean  and  good. 

TEANSPOBT. 

We  have  now  eleven  heavy  waggons,  including  the  water  waggon,  and  one  old  one 
used  for  hauline:  hay  into  the  stables.  With  the  exception  of  the  uiree  new  Canadian- 
built  waggons  received  early  in  the  year,  all  these  waggons  are  old  and  will  not  run 
much  longer. 

Last  winter  they  were  thoroughly  repaired,  painted,  &c.,  by  our  own  artizans 
fitted  with  spare  parts,  and  took  the  road  in  the  spring  in  first  rate  order. 

During  the  past  season  the  repairs  to  them  have  been  continuous,  and  I  fear  it 
will  be  found  that  four  new  waggons  will  be  necessary  in  the  course  of  next  season. 

The  Canadian-built  waggons  above  mentioned  are  not  an  unqualified  success. 

The  best  waggon  for  these  pai-ts  is  the  Schutler.  They  cost,  laid  down  here,  $150, 
and  of  that  about  $25  duty  might  be  remitted  on  police  account. 

At  present  we  have  too  many  difterent  patterns  of  waggona,  and  the  pai'ts  are 
consequently  not  interchangeable,  as  they  should  be. 

ARMS. 

We  have  eighty-five  carbines,  few  of  which  can  be  said  to  be  even  in  passably 
good  oi-der.  They  were  old  carbines  when  first  issued  to  "  K  "  Division  at  Battlefoi-d 
on  its  formation. 

I  do  not  think  the  Winchester  is  well  suited  for  the  use  of  this  force,  but  have 
not  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  a  better  arm.  More  careful  sighting  would  tend 
to  reconcile  one  to  its  other  imperfections. 

Of  eighty-seven  Enfield  revolvers  which  we  have,  all  are  in  good  oixier  but  eight. 

GENERAL    EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  is  good.  The  saving  in  wear  and  tear  of  canvas  will  pay 
an  appreciable  dividend  on  the  money  laid  out  in  permanent  outposts. 

DESERTIONS. 

Eleven  desertions  have  taken  place  from  this  division  during  the  year,  of  which 
two  of  the  men  gave  themselves  up  within  a  short  time.  Of  the  remainder,  three 
deserted  from  the  barracks,  two  from  Milk  Kiver  Eidge,  two  from  Writing-on-Stone, 
and  two  fi'om  Pendant  d'Oreille  outposts.  Of  the  three  who  ran  away  from  the  bar- 
racks one  had  deserted  in  1885  in  southern  Manitoba  and  subsequently  re-engaged. 
He  was  undoubtedly  half-witted.  Another  came  here,  I  believe,  with  the  intention 
of  deserting — at  all  events,  he  was  of  no  use  during  the  short  time  he  was  here.  The 
third  had  been  making  free  with  Inspector  Baker's  property,  and  reasonably  deemed 
it  unsafe  to  remain. 

The  only  reason  that  can  be  assigned  for  the  desertions  from  the  outposts  is  that 
the  men  thought  they  would  have  better  times  on  the  other  side  of  the  line,  but  it  is 
certain  that  they  will  never  get  their  three  comfortable  meals  a  day  and  money  in 
their  pockets  for  the  same  amount  of  work  which  they  did  here. 

Staft-Sergeant  White  ascertained  that  at  Great  Falls,  in  Montana,  there  were 
numbei*s  of  men  in  idleness.  The  only  work  to  be  had  was  smelting,  and  few  of  them 
could  stand  the  pressure.     How  they  managed  to  exist  was  a  mystery. 

As  far  as  the  police  force  is  concerned,  if  men  cannot  be  trusted  near  the  frontier 
without  taking  advantage  of  its  proximity,  the  sooner  they  benefit  their  country  by 
leaving  it  the  better. 
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INSPECTIONS. 

The  post  here  has  been  frequently  inspected  by  youi^self  during  the  year,  and 
the  Assistant  Commissioner  inspected  the  outposts  in  June.  The  latter  officer  com- 
menced a  second  inspection  of  the  outposts  and  of  the  division  generally  on  the  28th 
November. 

BARRACKS. 

During  the  last  few  months  a  hospital  has  been  built  within  the  precincts  of  the 
barracks  by  a  contractor,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  and 
is  nearly  completed. 

It  contains  two  wards,  each  28  ft.  by  14  ft. ;  surgery,  13  ft.  by  10  ft.,  and 
kitchen  10  ft.  11  in.  by  11  ft,  4  in.  on  the  ground  floor,  and  an  infectious  ward,  28  ft. 
by  13  ft.,  and  two  smaller  rooms,  each  measuring  12  it.  by  11  ft.  on  the  second  floor. 
Of  the  latter,  one  will  be  available  as  an  officers*  room  if  required,  and  the  other  for 
the  hospital  steward.  The  principal  want,  for  which  no  provision  has  been  made, 
is  a  bath  room. 

A  lean-to  has  also  been  added  to  the  building  erected  last  year  for  a  recreation 
room,  and  when  the  improvements  are  finished  the  men  will  nave  a  billiard  room, 
reading  room  and  canteen. 

Two  of  the  barrack  rooms  have  been  lined  with  wood,  and  are  now  veiy  comfort- 
able. This  will  prevent  the  plaster  from  falling  off,  and  will  stiffen  the  building 
generally.    The  other  four  barrack  rooms  require  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

This  work  has  been  done  by  contract,  under  the  supervison  of  the  Clerk  of  Works. 

An  orderly  room  and  office,  and  a  larger  and  more  convenient  carpenter's  shop, 
are  much  required. 

TELEPHONES. 

Whenever  the  town  should  progress  to  any  extent,  it  will  be  advisable  to  have 
telephonic  connection  between  the  town,  police  station  and  the  barracks. 

TSLEQRAPH  LINES. 

Telegraphic  communication  with  Kipp,  now  that  "  D  "  Division  has  a  permanent 
out  post  there,  would  be  a  great  convenience. 

Such  communication  with  Milk  Eiver  Eidge  will  be  a  necessity  if  new  railway 
and  mining  works  are  taken  in  hand  there. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

We  are  still  without  water,  except  such  as  we  haul  by  a  waggon  load  at  a  time. 
Four  household  extinguishers  and  a  tew  pails  represent  our  sole  fire  protection,  and 
the  prospect  is  not  cheering. 

In  January  last  a  fire  originated  in  the  surgery,  owing  to  the  explosion  of  a  bottle 
of  permangenate  of  potash,  an  occui'rence  that  could  not  have  been  foreseen,  and  but 
for  the  promptitude  of  the  men  the  entire  baiTack  building  must  have  gone  up  in 
smoke. 

Again,  the  other  night  a  horse  got  loose  in  the  stable  and  the  picquet  went  in 
to  tie  him  up.  Being  unable  to  catch  the  horse  readily,  the  sentry  put  his  lantern 
down  behina  him  and  attempted  to  get  hold  of  the  horse's  head.  The  animal  suddenly 
dashed  past  him,  kicked  at  the  lantern,  broke  it  and  set  the  lighted  oil  running  over 
the  stable  floor.  Const.  Dupont  seeing  that  the  oil  had  run  down  between  the  planks, 
and  that  he  was  powerless  singlehanded,  at  once  gave  the  alarm. 

Promptitude  again  averted  disaster,  but  if  this  had  happened  only  one  hour  biter 
the  stable  must  have  gone  and  the  thirty  horses  in  it. 
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BOADS  AND  BBIDQES. 


The  long-wished  for  bridge  over  the  Belly  Eiver  here  is  now  in  course  of  con- 
struction, and  will  be  a  great  boon  when  finished.  Competent  judges,  however,  say 
that  the  conti^actors  have  taken  it  at  $10,000  too  low  a  figure. 


RANCHING. 

The  spring  prairie  fires  and  long  continued  drought  prior  to  the  June  rains  were 
a  very  serious  cause  of  anxietv  to  the  ranchei's  in  this  neighborhood  and  to  cattle  and 
horse  owners  generally.  "  Blackleg  *'  caused  a  good  deal  of  destruction  among  the 
calves  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  but  lately  I  have  not  heard  of  many  cases. 

QAMB. 

Owing  to  the  Indians  not  having  oveiTun  the  country,  as  they  did  last  year,  the 
antelope  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to  increase  and  multiply,  and  if  they  have  a 
similar  chance  next  year  there  will  be  a  tolerable  stock  of  such  game. 

In  the  spring  I  was  pointing  out  to  the  spokesmen  of  a  band  of  Indians  that 
they  would  not  be  allowed  to  molest  the  antelope  in  the  breeding  season,  and  said 
that  if  such  slaughter  were  permitted  the  antelope  would  soon  go  where  the  buftalo 
had  gone.  A  smile, "  child-like  and  bland,"  played  over  the  Indian's  face  as  he 
replied :  **  Yes,  but  then  the  white  men  are  the  buffalo." 

I  beg  to  enclose  a  list  of  criminal  cases  tried  in  this  district. 

I  have  the  honouir  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  sei'vant, 

R  BUETON  DBANE, 
Superintendent y  Commanding  "  K'*  Division, 
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APPENDIX    F. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  STEELE,  COMMANDING 

MACLEOD  DISTRICT. 

FoBT  MACLEOD,  30th  November,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  this  district  for  the 
year  ended  30th  November,  1889 : — 

I  took  over  the  command  of  the  district  from  Superintendent  P.  R  Neale  on 
the  8th  December,  1888;  Superintendent  Macdonnell  taking  command  of  "H" 
Division  on  the  same  date,  and  Inspector  Wood  relieving  me  of  the  command  of 
"  D  "  Division,  thus  placing  me  in  a  position  to  devote  Sie  whole  of  my  time  and 
attention  to  the  general  work  of  the  district. 

GENERAL   STATE   OP   THE   DISTRICT. 

The  distiict  during  the  year  has  been  extremely  quiet,  considering  the  large 
mixed  population  passmg  to  and  from  the  United  States. 

GRIME. 

"*  There  has  been  no  serious  crime  in  this  district  during  the  past  year;  the 
majority  of  cases  have  been  for  infraction  of  the  liquor  laws,  and  some  few  of 
larceny,  principally  of  a  petty  nature.  There  were  several  cases  of  cattle  killing 
reported — in  two  of  the  canes  arrests  were  made  and  the  piisonera  committed  totri^ 
before  the  Supreme  Court. 

Several  Indians  were  arrested  for  bringing  stolen  horses  into  Canada,  but  were 
afterwards  released,  as  parties  in  the  United  States  who  were  advised  of  the  arrests 
having  been  made  and  who  were  requested  to  prosecute  failed  to  appear.  I  had, 
therefore,  to  release  the  prisoners. 

There  were  some  few  arrests  made  for  setting  the  prairie  on  fire — in  one  case 
the  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labor,  and  in 
another  a  fine  of  $50  was  .imposed,  which  was  paid,  and  the  case  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

One  J.  W.  Garland  was  committed  for  trial  for  shooting  with  intent  at  Corporal 
Armer  of  this  force,  on  duty  in  charge  of  the  town  detachment,  Macleod.  The  case 
is  to  come  up  for  hearing  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

A  few  cases  of  assault  have  been  heard,  but  none  of  a  serious  nature. 

PATROLS  AND   OUTPOSTS. 

The  following  detachments  were  supplied  from  this  Post  duiing  the  year : — 

Standoff 1  IJ.C.O.  3  Men. 

St.  Mary's 1        "  3  " 

Kootenay 1        "  2  " 

Big  Bend 1        "  2  " 

Leavings 1         "  1  " 

Kipp 1        "  1  " 

Lee's  Creek 2  " 

Mosquito  Creek 1  KC.O.  2  " 

Milk  River 1        "  3  « 

Porcupine  Hills 1        "  2  " 

Pincher  Creek 1         "  5  *' 

Crow's  Nest 2  " 

Town  Detachment 2  " 
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In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  permanent  detachments,  I  had  two  flying 
pati'ojs  formed,  whose  duties  were  to  patrol  in  certain  portions  of  the  district  which 
could  not  be  covered  by  the  permanent  detachments.  These  flying  patrols  were 
principally  for  the  pui-pose  of  preventing  cattle-killing  on  the  ranges,  and,  I  believe, 
did  good  service.  In  addition  to  this,  I  had  one  commissioned  officer  stationed  at 
Pincher  Creek,  and  another  at  St.  Mary's.  The  duties  of  these  officers  were  to  visit 
and  inspect  the  different  detachments  placed  directly  under  their  charge,  and  to 
generally  supervise  the  work  done. 

All  the  detachments  patrolled  regulai'ly,  making  connection  with  "  K  "-  Division 
at  Milk  River  Ridge,  and  with  "B"  Division  at  High  River. 

Patrols  have  been  kept  up  between  all  these  detachments,  ranches  within  a  radius 
of  twenty  miles  of  each  outpost  have  been  visited  at  least  once  a  week,  and  any  com- 
plaints of  settlers  have  received  prompt  attention. 

From  reports  received  on  all  sides,  I  find  the  settlers  and  public  generally  to  be 
highly  pleased  at  the  manner  in  which  the  patrolling  has  been  carried  out,  and  the 
demeanour  of  the  members  of  the  force  towards  them. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DBPARTMBNT. 

An  escort  was  formed  on  4th  October,  consisting  of  two  commissioned  officers, 
two  non-commissioned  officers  and  eight  constables,  to  proceed  to  Kipp,  where  they 
received  from  "K"  Division  the  money  for  the  treaty  payments  of  both  Blood  and 
Piegan  Indians.  This  escort  proceedea  to  the  reserves  of  those  Indians  and  handed 
over  the  money  to  their  different  agents,  leaving  men  to  strengthen  the  detachments 
at  the  reserves  during  the  payments.     Everything  passed  off  quitely. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  CUSTOMS  DEPARTMENT. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  January,  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  this  place, 
reported  to  me  that  53  head  of  horses,  which  had  been  seized  some  months  ago,  and 
were  on  herd  at  Heney's  ranche  near  Macleod,  pending  the  decision  of  the  Minister 
of  Customs,  were  stolen  from  the  herding  ground.  I  immediately  despatched  one 
corporal  and  six  constables  in  pursuit,  and  at  the  same  time  notified  all  the  out- 
posts. This  party  returned  the  next  day  having  failed  to  overtake  the  thieves  who 
it  was  supposed  were  by  that  time  across  the  line,  the  information  from  the  Col- 
lector of  Customs  not  having  been  communicated  to  the  Police  for  twenty-four  hours 
aft^r  the  theft  had  been  discovered.  Later  on  it  was  ascertained  that  the  thieves 
had  entered  Montana,  U.S.,  and  were  arrested  with  the  horses  in  their  possession 
on  the  south  fork  of  Milk  River,  at  the  instance  of  the  Montana  Stock  Association, 
were  placed  in  gaol  at  Benton,  and  are  still  there  pending  trial. 

Every  arrival  of  settlers  or  stock  has  been  promptly  reported  by  the  frontier 
detachments,  through  me  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  this  place,  and  Assistant 
Veterinary  Surgeon  Wroughton  has  made  the  necessary  inspections  under  the  quar- 
antine regulations. 

DISCIPLINE  AND   CONDUCT. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  general  conduct  of  the  non-com- 
missioned office rsand  constables  has  been  good. 

I  am  surprised  that  there  is  not  more  cnme  among  the  men,  considering  the 
many  temptations  with  which  they  are  sun'ounded.  There  is  hardly  a  respectable 
place  of  resort,  such  as  they  would  be  likely  to  visit,  and  none  for  amusement  in  the 
town.  An  other  drawback  is  the  fact  that  no  recreation  room  worthy  of  the 
name  is  at  this  post.  I  ampleased  to  say  that  one  is  now  in  course  of  construction ; 
I  am  hopeftil  that  it  will  be  finished  and  furnished  in  a  comfortable  manner  at  an 
early  date ;  this  will  greatly  obviate  the  necessity  for  the  men  leaving  barracks  to 
seek  amusement,  as  they  will  be  in  a  position  to  spend  their  evenings  both  pleasantly 
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and  profiably  in  barracks,  which,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  know  of  the  members 
of  this  command,  is  their  anxious  desire  to  do. 

The  majonty  of  men  who  get  into  trouble  are  recruits  who  have  little  experience 
in  the  country ;  the  older  hands  who  are  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  the  country 
and  the  character  of  the  people  out  here,  give  veiy  little  trouble  and  are  not  often 
led  to  commit  themselves. 

All  ranks  have  been  willing  and  obedient  to  those  inauthority  over  them  on  all 
occasions. 

DRILLS,  TARQBT  PBAOTIOB,  &0. 

The  command  has  been  thoroughly  drilled,  both  mounted  and  dismounted,  as 
far  as  circumstances  would  allow. 

Field  gun  drill  was  held  during  the  summer  months  under  Inspector  Wood. 
The  opportunities  for  drill  at  this  post  are  very  few  and  far  between,  but,  with 

f'eat  difficulty,  I  have  succeeded  in  giving  the  whole  of  the  men  a  course,  as  far  as 
could  go,  for  about  a  month.  The  dismounted  drill  was  carried  out,  under  my 
supervision,  by  the  officers,  each  of  whom  instructed  his  own  sub-division,  assisted 
by  the  non-commissioned  officers. 

The  mounted  drill  consisted  of  field  movements,  riding,  etc.,  and  training  of  the 
men  to  ride  at  the  paces  laid  down  in  the  Cavalry  Eegulations.  There  was  great 
interest  taken  in  it  by  both  officers  and  men. 

Owing  to  the  immense  amount  of  patrol  work  in  this  district,  it  would  appear 
that  all  men  coming  to  this  post  for  duty  should  be  thoroughly  drilled  and  have  at 
least  a  year's  service. 

There  was  a  gun  detachment  formed  fi'om  "D"  and  "H"  Divisions,  and 
instructed  under  Inspector  Wood,  who  had  each  gun  fully  horsed  and  manned  by 
good  drivel's.  Inspector  Wood  has  done. his  utmost  to  keep  the  guns  in  an  efficient 
state  and  men  and  horses  up  to  their  work. 

Lectures  on  the  Constaoles  Manual  were  given  by  the  officei'S  of  the  different 
divisions  weekly,  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  until  the  men  were  thoroughly 
conversant  with  their  duties. 

The  annual  carbine  and  pistol  practice,  both  mounted  and  and  dismounted,  com- 
menced May  30th,  under  the  direction  of  Inspector  Stames,  who  performed  the 
duties  of  Musketry  Instructor,  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  it  was  continued  until 
all  the  members  of  both  divisions  had  completed  their  course. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  also,  were  instimcted  in  the  manual  of 
signalling  by  flags  at  various  distances  under  Inspector  Matthews. 

PHYaiQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  men  of  both  divisions  is  good,  the  average  height  being 
5  feet  9  inches. 

The  men  are  mostly  young,  of  robust  constitution,  and  well  fitted  to  perform 
the  arduous  duties  entailed  upon  them. 

A  great  majority  of  the  men  in  the  district  are  as  fine  a  lot  as  any  officer  would 
wish  to  command,  being  hard-working,  painstaking,  and  always  do  their  duty  in  a 
straightforward  manner. 

RECRUITS. 

Only  one  man  has  been  recruited  at  this  place,  but  several  men  who  had  pre- 
viously served  in  the  force  applied  for  re-engagement  and  were  accepted. 

Many  of  the  men  whose  time  expired  dui'ing  the  year  re-engaged  for  a  ftirther 
term  of  service. 

HEALTH. 

For  the  state  of  the  health  of  this  command,  see  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon 
Fraser  herewith. 
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SADDLERY  AND  HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  is  in  good  condition.  ^' D '' Division  saddles  are  mostly  all  doable 
cinchas  and  are  well  suited  for  the  work,  mnch  more  so  than  single  cinchas  with 
which  "H  "  Division  is  supplied.  A  number  of  new  cinchas  will  be  required  during 
the  coming  year  to  replace  those  badly  worn. 

The  harness  is  all  in  good  condition,  most  of  that  in  possession  of  "D  "  Division 
having  been  supplied  during  the  year.  "  H  "  Division  was  aiso  completed  with  new  har- 
ness. 

RATIONS  AND  LIGHT. 

The  rations  supplied  by  the  contractoi's  are  good  and  the  issue  liberal. 

An  allowance  of  cabbage  and  turnips  during  the  winter  months  would  be  very 
acceptable. 

The  coal  oil  received  has  been  of  fii^st  class  quality. 

A  garden  of  four  acres  has  been  laid  out  and  ploughing  commenced  so  that  oper- 
ations towards  the  cultivation  of  vegetables  may  be  started  early  in  the  spring. 

If  the  garden  proves  a  success  it  will  greatly  benefit  the  different  messes. 

OLOTHINQ  AND  KIT. 

The  men  are  now  well  equipped  in  the  matter  of  clothing  and  kit.  I  would 
strongly  recommend  that  all  articles  required  for  issue  during  the  yeai*  should  be  in 
store  here  not  later  than  the  30th  June. 

The  clothing  supplied  is  generally  of  fair  quality. 

The  members  of  this  command  provided  tnemselves  with  a  broad-brimmed  hat 
which  is  used  during  the  extreme  warm  weather  on  patrol  duty  only.  I  would 
recommend  that  a  free  issue  of  similar  hats  should  be  instituted. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  stable  clothing  be  made  an  annual  issue;  these 
clothes  only  last  a  veiy  short  time,  having  to  be  useil  on  all  fatigues,  patrol  duty  as 
well  as  stables.  Many  men  are  forced  to  purchase  on  repayment  an  ample  supply  of 
this  clothing  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  service. 

ARMS,  AMMUNITION  AND  ARTILLERY. 

The  command  is  fully  equipped  with  the  Winchester  carbine  and  Enfield  revolver- 

The  Winchester  carbine  at  present  in  use  is  not  fitted  for  the  service.  I 
recommend  that  this  arm  be  changed  at  an  early  date  for  one  more  suitable.  A 
new  weapon  has  been  decided  upon  for  the  British  cavalry,  and  as  it  has  been  no 
doubt  selected  after  mature  consideration,  I  would  suggest  that  when  new  arms  are 
purchased  the  force  be  supplied  with  the  same.  • 

Inspector  Stames,  in  his  report  on  ammunition,  says  that  used  at  target  practice 
was  good  with  the  exception  of  a  dozen  rounds  or  so. 

With  regard  to  the  artillery  branch,  our  armament  consists  of  two  9-pounder 
M.  L.  E.  guns,  and  two  bronze  mortars,  which  are  in  serviceable  order,  and  a 
sufficient  amount  of  serviceable  ammunition  for  both  is  in  store. 

A  complete  set  of  harness  for  each  gun  is  also  on  hand, 

!N'o  ammunition  waggons  have  ever  been  supplied. 

INCREASED   RATES   OP   PAY. 

All  men  entitled  to  good  conduct  pay  during  the  yeai'have  received  it  in  accord  r 
ance  with  existing  orders. 

INSPECTIONS. 

The  post,  stores  and  command  were  inspected  on  the  following  dates :  By  youi'- 
self  on  10th  January,  27th  March  and  Slst  July;  by  the  Comptroller  on  Slst  July; 
by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  on  27th  March  and  26th  Novemoer,  and  by  Inspecting 
Superintendent  Cotton  on  August  14th.  The  hospital  and  medical  stores  by  Senior 
Surgeon  Jukes  on  the  17th  June. 
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The  outposts  were  inspected  regularly  by  the  officer  placed  directly  in  charge 
and  by  myself  on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  and  by  other  officers  detailed  at 
uncei*tain  times,  as  also  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  twice  during  the  year,  who 
after  each  inspection  expressed  his  appreciation  of  tfie  manner  in  which  the  arms, 
accoutrements  and  horses  were  kept,  as  well  as  the  cleanliness  of  the  men's  quarters 
and  camps. 

On  13th  October,  His  Excellency  the  Grovernor  Greneral  visited  and  inspected 
the  barrack  rooms,  hospital,  guai-d  room  and  stables,  and  expressed  himself  as  highly 
pleased  with  their  appearance,  particularly  with  the  state  of  the  stables  and  horses. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Fraser,  in  charge  here,  inspects  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
barracks  weekly,  and  reports  result  to  the  district  office. 

I  personally  inspect  the  barracks  thoroughly  once  a  week,  visiting  the  men's 
rooms  and  mess  rooms,  besides  at  uncei-tain  times,  and  have  very  seldom  found  it 
necessary  to  find  fault. 

The  orderly  officer  inspects  the  ban*acks,  hospital,  messes  and  stables  daily;  he 
attends  all  stables,  all  other  officers  noon  stables. 

Officers  commanding  divisions  inspect  their  harness  and  saddlery  weekly  and 
kits  monthly. 

The  usual  monthly  musters  of  men  and  horses  were  held,  the  horses  being  num- 
bered and  branded  as  occasion  required.  The  hei-d  is  visited  daily  by  the  orderly 
officer,  and  frequently  by  Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon  Wroughton. 

DESERTIONS. 

The  following  desertions  have  taken  place  during  the  year : — 

"D"    DIVISION. 

No.  1669,  Constable  Morris,  J.,  December  31,  1888. 

2242  "  Woodruff,  G.  L.,    April   14,  1889. 

1593  «  Eowe,  J.,  February  25 

2263  "  Gowing,  A.  M.,  June  15 

1784  "  Depres,  M.,  May  1  " 

1768  "  Keator,  G.  E.,  January  22        " 

2171  "  Thompson,  J.,  April  14  '' 

1998  "  Stephenson,  H.,  May  18 

2056  "  Smith;  J.,  June  21 

2173  "  Hammond,  W.  R,  June  15       " 

2213  "  Burton,  C.  S.,  October  30 

t  "H"    DIVISION. 

No.  1657,  Constable  Demarsh,  A.  L.,  April  25        " 
1251  "         Heron,  A.,  May  13 

1369  "         Ware,  W.  H.,  May  18 

2009  "         Watts,  A.  E.,  June  18 

2047  "         McClintock,  J.        "  " 

1177  "         Stewart,  J.,  June  22,  1889. 

Most  of  the  foregoing  men  were  of  very  indifferent  character,  and  some  were 
tempted  by  the  high  rate  of  wages  supposed  to  be  offered  by  parties  in  Montana. 

On  account  of  our  close  proximity  to  the  lines  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  the  men 
to  get  away  and  evade  arrest.  Men  who  deserted  and  settled  in  Montana,  wrote  to 
their  comrades  here  giving  such  glowing  accounts  of  what  they  were  doing,  as  to 
induce  others  to  join  them,  some  of  whom  have,  since  their  desertion,  wiitten  here 
stating  that  if  they  were  guaranteed  light  punishment  they  would  gladly  return. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  a  couple  of  men  freighting  contraband  whiskey 
from  Montana,  on  several  occasions  have  induced  men  to  cross  the  lines  with  them, 
merely  to  make  the  passage  money.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  some  of  these  parties 
to  justice. 
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SA VINOS  BANK  DEPOSITS. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  have  been  deposited  through  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  different  banks : — 

"  D  "  Division $2,374  49 

"H"      do 2,634  60 

Total $5,009  09 

HORSES. 

The  actual  strength  of  the  horses  of  this  command  is  as  follows : — 

"  D  "  Division,  saddle 44 

do           team 39 

do           pack  ponies 18 

"  H  "  Division,  saddle Y6 

do            team 26 

Total 203 

The  horses  of  both  Divisions  are  for  the  most  part  of  a  high  class,  young  and  in 
good  condition  and  free  from  any  serious  diseases. 

The  total  mileage  of  the  horses  travelled  by  both  Divisions  on  duty  is  352,854 
miles. 

"D"  Division 152,210  miles. 

"H"      do      200,644      " 

The  horaes  purchased  this  year  for  this  command  have  proved  a  good  lot,  and 
well  adapted  for  the  work  of  the  force. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  ti*ansport  is  in  a  fair  state  of  repair. 

Kearly  all  the  heavy  waggons  are  constantly  on  the  road  with  supplies  for  the 
different  detachments,  the  wear  and  tear  is  very  great.  Two  heavy  waggons  were 
supplied  this  year. 

Of  light  ti-ansport  I  have  at  present  a  medium  supply ;  so  many  small  parties 
going  out  during  the  year,  a  good  supply  of  light  transport  is  a  necessity.  The  light 
waggons  supplied  this  year  appear  to  be  of  good  material  and  workmanship. 

FORAQE. 

The  oats  supplied  by  the  <5on tractors,  which  were  all  grown  in  the  vicinity,  have 
been  of  very  goocT  quality. 

The  past  season  was  a  very  unfavorable  one  for  the  hay  crop  and  in  consequence 
thereof  the  price  of  hay  was  much  higher  than  last  year.  The  quality  of  the  hay 
supplied  is  as  good  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  district ;  great  care  has  been  exercised 
in  receiving  and  stacking  the  hay,  and  it  has  been  thoroughly  salted  as  put  in  the 
stack.  The  stacks  have  been  in  all  cases  secured  by  a  good  fence  and  protected  by 
fire  breaks,  as  well  as  from  the  high  winds  by  rails  securely  tied  down. 

A  qijantity  of  barley  and  bran  is  fed  to  the  horses  dui'ing  the  winter  months, 
being  boiled  and  fed  warm  once  a  week. 

STABLES. 

There  is  at  present  stable  accommodation,  including  infirmary  stable,  for  125 
horses. 

The  new  stable  which  was  completed  this  year  adds  greatly  to  the  requirements 
of  stable  accommodation  at  this  post;  the  stalls  in  this  stable  were  not  found  suitable. 
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^nd  had  to  be  torn  out  and  replaced ;  the  lower  half  of  the  stalls  are  now  laid  down 
with  planks,  the  tipper  being  of  earth.    This  grealty  benefits  the  horses*  feet. 

The  large  stable  in  use  by  "  H  *'  Division  requires  to  be  completely  renovated  and 
refitted  similar  to  the  new  stables;  thepiesent  boarded  stalls  in  that  stable  are 
unsuitable  and  dangerous,  taking  into  consideration  the  many  young  unbroken 
horees  which  have  to  be  handled. 

GENERAL  EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  is  very  good,  "D"  Division  has  only  received  as  yet  10 
<5arbine  buckets,  but  these  are  seldom  used. 

New  Bell  tents  and  some  few  **  A "  and  "Wall  tents  will  be  required  for  next 
season's  work,  as  those  at  present  on  hand  are  pretty  well  worn  out. 

The  high  winds  which  prevail  in  this  district  are  terribly  destructive  to  our 
tents. 

BARRACK    FURNITURE. 

The  barrack  furniture  is  in  fair  condition,  and  has  all  been  made  in  the  post 
I  would  again  sti*ongly  recommend  that  more  suitable  baiTack  furniture  be  pro- 
-cured,  such  as  iron  cots,  and  tables  and  benches  with  iron  legs. 

FUEL. 

The  post  is  supplied  with  coal  by  the  contractor  from  the  Gralt  mines  at  Leth- 
-bridge  ;  tincher  Creek  detachment  is  being  supplied  this  year  from  the  Stewart 
mine  ;  Kootenai  and  Big  Bend  detachments  are  now  being  supplied  from  the  Sou- 
lean  mine. 

Wood  is  only  purchased  for  use  at  the  detachments  which  are  not  at  present 
supplied  with  coal  stoves. 

TELEPHONES. 

There  is  no  Grovernment  telephone  at  this  post. 

TELEGRAPH  LINES. 

The  only  telegraph  line  in  this  district  is  the  Gait  line,  which  connects  Mac- 
leod  with  Lethbridge,  and  from  that  point  to  all  points  east  and  west. 

FIRE    PROTECTION. 

The  fire  protection  at  this  post  consists  of  one  hand  engine  with  500  feet  of 
hose,  8  Babcocks,  and  the  necessary  ladders.  In  summer  a  supply  of  water  is  kept 
in  barrels  placed  around  the  pump-house ;  in  winter  no  preparations  other  than  fii^ 
buckets  and  Babcocks  are  available  should  a  fire  break  out.  The  water  in  the  well 
cannot  be  reached  by  the  suction  pipe  of  the  engine.  This  will  be  overcome  this  winter 
if  the  Department  of  Public  Works  follows  out  their  intention  of  constructing  a  large 
tank  in  tne  upper  part  of  the  well. 

The  necessary  fire  orders  have  been  published  and  posted  up  in  the  barrack 
rooms,  detailing  the  members  of  both  divisions  to  their  special  work,  should  any 
alarm  of  fire  be  given.  In  addition  to  this,  the  water  cart  and  all  available  waggons 
loaded  with  water  barrels  are  told  off  daily  to  assist  in  case  of  fire. 

Every  precautionary  means  is  takento  prevent  the  destruction  of  public  pro- 
perty by  fire. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  for  the  horses  is  obtained  from  a  well  in  the  centre  of  the  squai*e.  This 
well,  which  was  only  28  feet  deep  last  year,  has  beenboi-ed  to  a  depth  of  120  feet  this 
summer  by  contract,  and  is  now  in  ffood  working  oixier,  and  an  ample  supply  of 
water  can  be  obtained  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  is  of  such  an  alkili  nature  as  to 
be  unfit  for  cooking  purposes.  Water  for  this  purpose  has  therefore  to  be  drawn  from 
a  spring  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  hill  600  vaixis  from  the  barracks,  which  necessitates 
the  constant  employment  of  two  men  and  four  horses. 
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ROADS  AND   BRIDGES. 


The  roads  in  this  district  are  very  good.    Bridges  are  badly  needed  at  many^ 

Eoints,  there  being  only  one  at  present  in  the  district,  which  spans  a  small  stream 
etween  here  and  Pincher  Creek.  They  should,  at  least,  be  placed  over  the  following 
rivers,  especially  on  the  main  trails.  Old  Man's  Eiver,  Kootenai,  Belly,  St.  Mary's 
and  Willow  Creek. 

There  was  no  high  water  during  the  past  season,  the  rivers  beinff  always  fordable, 
which  was  quite  an  unusual  circumstance;  but  to  provide  for  such  a  contingency 
I  had  two  boats  built,  one  for  the  St.  Marys,  and  one  for  the  Belly  Eiver  ;  another 
will  be  constnicted  for  the  Kootenai,  near  Stand  Ofif. 

FERRIES. 

There  are  two  ferries  in  this  district,  one  at  Kipp  and  one  at  Macleod,  both 
crossing  the  Old  Man's  Eiver,  but  they  are  seldom  run  when  most  needed,  for  fear  of 
accidents. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

I  may  say  that  nearlv  all  classes  in  this  district  are  strongly  opposed  to  the 
existing  liquor  laws,  and  there  are  but  few  who  will  not  assist  either  in  smuggling  or 
screening  the  smugglers. 

As  long  as  the  permit  system  does  exist  and  the  law  as  it  is  at  present  inter- 
preted, it  will  be  impossible  to  suppress  the  illicit  traffic  in.  liquor. 

It  has  been  ruled  by  the  judges  that  a  permit  can  be  exchanged  between  two 
parties,  as  long  as  the  liquor  goes  with  it.  The  police  have  to  be  exceedingly  care- 
ful in  making  arrests  or  seizures,  as  unfortunately  the  burden  lies  with  the  prosecu- 
tor to  prove  that  the  liquor  seized  is  not  the  same  as  that  brought  into  the  countiy 
under  the  permit  held.  The  defendant  is  not  compelled  to  prove  whether  it  is  or  not. 
In  consequence  of  this  it  is  veiy  hard  for  the  police  to  obtain  convictions,  and  they 
have  to  be  careful  in  checking  rowdyism,  &c.,  resulting  from  its  use. 

As  the  law  is  now,  you  cannot  arrest  a  man  for  bein^  drunk  unless  he  is  creat- 
ing a  disturbance,  and  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  tne  law  be  so  amended  that 
any  man  may  be  arrested  who  is  found  intoxicated  in  the  public  streets  or  highways. 

Hop  beer,  which  is  sold  to  Indians  principally,  is  still  manufactured,  but  not  to 
such  a  great  extent  as  formerly.  This  should  be  stamped  out  altogether,  as  it  is  a  curse 
to  the  Indian  population.  Men  would  sell  them  this  beer  when  they  would  never 
think  of  giving  them  whiskey,  relying  on  the  chance  of  proving  that  it  is  not  of  an 
intoxicating  nature,  although  the  Indians  manage  to  doctor  it  in  different  ways  to  bring 
about  the  desired  result. 

The  parties  who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  this  beer  are  a  worthless 
lot,  are  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  the  country  in  which  they  live,  and  care  little  what 
trouble  the  Indians  may  get  into  through  its  use,  as  long  as  they  can  escape  any 
penalty  and  get  the  Indians'  money. 

I  reported  this  matter  fully  to  the  Inspector  of  Inland  Eevenue  at  Winnipeg, 
through  nis  assistant,  Mr.  Thomas,  at  Lethbridge,  who  was  here  during  the  summer, 
an  attempt  to  get  a  conviction  was  made,  but  none  of  the  appliances  for  manufactur- 
ing could  be  found  on  the  premises. 

SETTLERS  AND   CROPS. 

Quite  a  number  of  settlers  have  located  in  this  district  this  season. 

The  Mormon  settlement  at  Lee's  Creek  has  largely  increased,  and  a  still  greater 
influx  is  expected  next  spring.  Another  Mormon  settlement  has  been  started  at 
Spring  Coulee,  about  12  miles  from  Lee's  Creek.  These  settlers  appear  to  be  all  con- 
forming to  our  laws;  they  are  extremely  industrious,  and  make  sale  of  a  large  dairy 
produce.  They  have  i  mported  this  year  a  number  of  cattle,  and  I  believe  it  is 
their  intention  next  year  to  greatly  increase  their  output  of  butter  and  cheese,  which 
is  of  a  very  superior  quality. 
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The  other  settlers  in  this  district  are  generally  of  a  prosperous  class,  a  good 
number  of  whom  are  ex-policemen,  who  raise  considerable  produce,  for  which  they 
find  a  ready  market. 

I  have  collected  the  following  information  from  reports  I  had  ordered  prepared 
by  the  different  members  of  this  command  in  charge  of  outposts,  which  will  give  in- 
tending settlers  a  fair  idea  of  the  capabilities  of  this  district. 

JKlpp. 

Corporal  Bunt,  in  charge  of  the  detachment  at  Kipp,  reports  no  new  settlers  in 
his  vicinity  ;  the  old  settlers  are  located  on  the  bottom  landB  along  the  Old  Mao's 
And  Belly  Eivers. 

The  crops  this  year  have  not  been  good,  the  hay  crop  proving  almost  a  total 
failure  ;  veiy  little  has  been  put  up,  and  of  a  poor  quality. 

The  land  is  rolling  praine,  hills,  and  there  are  many  good  bottom  lands  along 
the  rivera  ;  the  soil  is  principally  light  sand,  with  gravel  bottom. 

There  are  about  1,000  head  of  horses  and  a  similar  number  of  cattle  on  the 
ranges.     The  hoi-ses  are  principally  natives,  but  there  are  a  good  many  which  have 
been  imported  from  the  eastern  Provinces  and  the  United  States  ;  the  cattle  are  of  a 
yrade. 
fhe  settlers  arc  generally  satisfied  with  the  present  prairie  fire  ordinances. 

Stand  Off, 

4 

Sergeant  Hilliard,  in  charge  of  Stand  Off  reports,  under  date  of  10th  November, 
as  foUows :  No  new  settlers  have  settled  in  his  vicinity  ;  the  crops  this  year  have 
not  been  successful,  on  account  of  the  dry  season  ;  the  crops  raised  are  principally 
oats,  potatoes,  turnips  and  a  small  quantity  of  wheat.  The  country  is  well  adapted 
for  settlement. 

The  soil  is  black  or  sandy  loam,  and  is  well  watered  by  the  Belly  and  Kootenai 
Eivers,  and  numerous  springs. 

The  settlers  complain  of  the  Indians  being  allowed  to  roam  the  country  and 
carrying  arms  ;  they  also  blame  the  Indians  for  being  the  cause  of  the  majority  of 
prairie  fires. 

St,  Mary's, 

Sergeant  "Waite,  in  charge  of  St.  Mary's  under  date  of  7th  November  reports 
that  23  settlers  have  located  in  his  neighborhood  during  the  year  bringing  into  the 
countiy  with  them  288  horses,  1,677  head  of  cattle  and  about  200  calves. 

Owing  to  the  late  amval  of  the  settlers,  nothing  has  been  raised  but  oats,  which 
yielded  afcut  30  bushels  to  the  acre  ;  about  2,000  tons  of  hay  has  been  put  up,  of 
which  about  600  tons  was  taken  to  Lethbridge. 

The  land  along  the  St.  Mary's  Eiver,  Snake  and  Lee's  Creek,  is  good  for  mixed 
farming,  as  the  lands  adjacent  to  these  streams  can  be  irrigated  at  a  small  expense, 
and  a  good  crop  raised  each  year.  On  Boundary  Creek  me  land  is  more  adapted 
for  stock-raising,  it  being  excellent  hay  land. 

The  settlers  are  safisfied  with  the  existing  ordinances. 

New  Oxley, 

Sergeant  Blake,  stationed  at  New  Oxley,  reports  the  land  in  that  vicinity  of  a 
sandy  loam,  and  in  a  few  places  stony ;  it  is  well  suited  for  grazing  purposes,  and  in 
some  parts  good  for  mixed  farming ;  it  is  watered  by  Willow  Creek,  which  runs  north 
and  south. 

The  crops  this  year  are  not  up  to  the  standard.  Sir  Lister  Kaye  has  a  stock 
ranche  about  18  miles  north-east  of  hei*e.  He  has  about  2,000  head  of  cattle  on  his 
range.  The  Oxley  Company,  6  miles  from  here,  have  between  9,000  and  10,000  head 
of  cattle. 

All  the  settlers  around  here  are  doing  considerable  in  cattle  and  horses. 
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A  great  quantity  of  hay  has  been  put  up. 

Thei  settlers  are  satisfied  with  the  present  ordinances  regarding  fire. 

KOOTENAI. 

Sergeant  Eoby,  in  charge  at  Kootenai,  reports  as  follows : 

Three  settlers  have  located  near  his  detachment. 

The  country  patrolled  by  him  is  rolling  and  stony;  the  land  is  a  black  loam. 

Oats  is  the  principal  crop,  and  the  settlers  state  they  will  average  50  bushels  to 
the  acre  this  year. 

Several  settlers  have  suggested  that  the  law  should  compel  parties  having  hay 
camps  to  use  cook  stoves,  and  not  be  allowed  to  make  fires  on  the  ground.  To  this 
they  attribute  many  of  the  prairie  fires. 

PORCUPINE   HILLS. 

Coi-poral  Wright,  in  charge  of  the  Porcupine  Hills  detachment,  reports  very  few 
settlers  m  his  vicinity,  the  land  being  held  on  lease  by  the  Waldron  Banche  Com- 
pany and  the  Piegan  Indians  as  a  reserve,  but  thinks  were  the  land  available  for 
settlement  many  homesteads  would  be  located. 

The  crops  were  considerably  below  the  average.  Hay  was  put  up  in  consider- 
able quantities  for  the  large  ranching  companies. 

The  bottom  lands  at  the  Old  Man's  Eiver  are  light  and  sandy,  on  a  gravel  bed, 
possessing  the  advantage  of  maturing  early  ci'ops.  As  the  land  rises  to  the  hills,  the 
soil  changes  gradually  to  a  rich  black  loam. 

The  settlers  are  generally  satisfied  with  the  present  ordinances,  especially 
as  regards  prairie  fires. 

MOSQUITO   CREEK. 

Sergeant  Eohrig,  stationed  at  Mosquito  Creek,  reports  that  his  district  is  entirely 
devoted  to  cattle  and  horse-raising.  Many  large  companies  have  their  ranges  near 
here,  as  well  as  many  private  parties  who  have  gone  extensively  into  the  business. 

This  season  was  not  altogether  favorable,  a  great  number  of  calves  hVving  died 
of  black  leg. 

Considerable  trouble  was  experienced  in  securing  sufficient  hay  for  winter  use. 

The  settlers  are  well  satisfied  with  the  ordinances  as  they  stand,  and  have  no 
suggestion  to  make  regarding  changes. 

lee's  greek. 

Acting  Corporal  Kirkman  repoi-ts  from  Lee's  Creek  that  some  forty-five  new 
settlers  anived  in  that  district  and  have  taken  up  homesteads. 

The  crops  have  been  fair,  taking  the  dry  season  into  account.  Wheat  averaged 
18  to  20  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  oats  from  25  to  30. 

The  land  is  rolling  prairie,  well  watered,  and  admirably  adapted  for  settlement ; 
the  soil  is  chiefly  black  loam,  on  which  excellent  crops  can  be  grown.  Hay  is 
plentiful. 

The  settlers  are  well  satisfied  with  the  laws  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
administered,  and  have  hopes  of  a  great  future  for  this  locality. 

BiQ  bend. 

Constable  Matthews  reports  from  Big  Bend  that  there  are  no  small  settlers  in 
his  immediate  vicinity,  the  land  being  occupied  by  the  Cochrane  Cattle  Company  to 
the  west  and  the  Blood  Indian  Eeserve  to  the  east. 

The  land  extending  from  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  reserve  to  the  moun- 
tains is  of  such  a  hilly  nature  that  it  is  almost  useless  for  any  but  grazing  purposes. 
The  soil  is  chiefly  black  loam ;  the  country  is  well  watered. 
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PINOHEB  CREEK. 

Inspector  White-Fraser,  who  is  stationed  at  Pincber  Creek,  reports  that  the  estab- 
lished settlers  appear  well  contented  with  the  results  of  the  season's  operations,  bo^ 
as  regards  crops  and  stock. 

Oats,  have  yielded  a  general  average  of  25  bushels  to  the  acre.  Potatoes  have 
been  more  or  lessa  failure,  on  account  of  the  dry  season,  and  hay  is  of  a  poor  quali^ 
for  the  same  reason. 

The  country  is  rolling  towards  S.  E.  and  N.  E.,  hilly  to  the  N.  W.  and  S.  W., 
well  watered,  and  having  a  soil  ranging  from  clay  to  sandy  loam,  rich  to  the  west 
and  lighter  towards  the  open  lands. 

I  have  heard  of  no  new  settlers. 

The  settlers  are  satisfied  with  the  existing  ordinances  as  regards  prairie  fires. 

MILK  RIVEB. 

Sergeant  Macfarland,  in  charge  at  Milk  River,  reports  no  settlers  in  his  vicinilr. 
The  land  is  good  for  grazing  pui*poses,  and  hay  iB  plentiftd.    The  soil  is  sandy 
loam. 

RANCHINQ  PROSPECTS. 

I  am  informed  that  the  ranching  prospects  in  the  district  are  satisfactory,  the 
cattle  and  horses  are  looking  well  and  a  large  percentage  of  increase  was  shown  this 
year  at  the  different  "rounds  up  "  and  branding  camps.  The  feed  at  present  is  fiuily 
good,  and  good  prospects  of  an  open  winter,  which  will  be  greatly  in  their  favor. 

GAME. 

The  game  laws  are  rigidly  enforced  in  this  district,  many  of  the  settlBrs  taking 
ffreat  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  game,  which  on  account  of  the  country 
becoming  more  settled,  is  naturally  getting  scarcer. 

Ducks,  geese  and  prairie  chickens  were  found  in  great  numbers  on  the  Kootenai 
and  St.  Mary's  rivers.  The  mountain  streams  and  lakes  abound  with  brook  and  salmon 
trout. 

INDIANS. 

The  Blood  and  Piegan  Indians,  whose  reserves  are  located  in  this  district,  have 
given  considerable  trouble  and  annoyance  during  the  past  year,  and  unless  some 
great  change  takes  place  it  will  not  be  lessened.  The  members  of  both  tribes  take 
every  opportunity  of  procuring  liquor  of  any  descnption  on  every  possible  occasion- 
in  fact,  they  even  indulge  in  smuggling  it  across  the  line  for  their  own  use.  This 
and  horse  stealing  are  the  main  causes  of  all  our  trouble  with  them;  it  seems  impos- 
sible for  them  to  resist  indulging  their  apparent  natural  inclinations  in  this  direction. 

On  the  2nd  July  the  "  feun  Dance"  commenced  on  the  Blood  Eeserve.  On  the 
4th  a  constable  from  the  Stand  Off  detachment  then  on  duty  at  the  Sun  Dance  reported 
to  me  at  Macleod,  that  Sergeant  Hilliard  and  two  constables  had  tried  to  an-est  an 
Indian,  "  Calf  Eobe,"  for  pointing  a  gun  at  constable  Zinkham,  when  tiying  to  arrest 
him  for  horse  stealing  some  time  previous,  and  as  the  Sun  Dance  was  then  in 
progress  some  200  or  300  of  the  Bucks  assisted  in  rescuing  **  Calf  Eobe"  from  the 
police.  On  the  following  morning  I  ordered  Inspector  "Wood,  in  command  of  a  small 
party,  to  proceed  to  Stand  Off  and  investigate  the  matter ;  he  returned  the  following 
day,  bringing  with  him  several  of  the  Indians  who  participated  in  obstructing  the 
police  in  doing  their  duty.     They  were  placed  in  the  guai*d  room. 

On  the  8tn  July, '  the  ^ve  Indians  that  were  placed  in  custody  were  brought 
before  me  and  Inspector  Wood,  for  their  preliminary  trial,  Indian  Agent  Pocklmg- 
ton  appearing  for  the  defence,  they  were  committed  for  trial  at  the  next  sitting  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  was  held  on  the  5th  August,  Indian  Agent  Pocklington 
and  their  chief,  "  Red  Crow,"  goinff  their  bail  pending  the  sitting  of  the  court.  The 
Crown  prosecutor  thought  before  the  tiial  came  off  that  there  had  been  a  good  case 
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made  out,  thai  the  Indians  had  no  cause  or  right  to  assault  the  police,  even  had  there 
been  no  warrants  issued ;  but  the  judge,  on  hearing  the  evidence,  threw  out  the  case, 
as  I  believe  he  decided  it  was  not  a  legal  airest  as  no  warrant  had  been  issued,  and 
the  prisoners  were  released.  In  making  this  arrest,  the  non-commissioned  officer  was 
not  in  possession  of  a  warrant,  but  I  consider  he  acted  perfectly  right,  there  being  so 
many  bad  Indians  wanted  at  times  that  unless  a  man  takes  every  chance  offered  he 
will  likely  lose  his  man  altogether,  as  they  give  very  few  opportunities  for  arresting. 

The  impression  has  gone  abroad  that  the  Sun  Dance  is  a  religious  festival ;  it 
may  have  b«en  regarded  as  such  at  one  time,  but  the  experience  of  nearly  all  those 
whose  dealings  and  occupations  have  brought  them  in  close  contact  with  the  Indians, 
and  who  are  well  acquainted  with  their  mannere  a^d  customs,  do  not  now  consider  it 
as  such.  It  has  degenerated  into  a  gathering  merely  for  the  purpose  of  using  up 
presents  of  tea,  tobacco,  &c.,  given  them  by  their  agents  or  begged  from  their  white 
neighbors.  It  is  a  festival  that  should  be  discouraged  ;  it  has  the  effect  of  reviving 
too  vividly  old  associations.  Old  warriors  take  this  occasion  of  relating  their  experi- 
ence of  fonner  days,  counting  their  scalps  and  giving  the  numbers  of  horses  they 
were  successful  in  stealing.  This  has  a  pernicious  effect  on  the  young  men ;  it  makes 
them  unsettled  and  anxious  to  emulate  the  deeds  of  their  forefathers. 

It  was  reported  to  me  on  the  30th  of  April  that  a  party  of  fifteen  Blood  Indians 
had  left  for  the  Crow  Eosorve  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  horses. 
Sergeant  Hilliard,  in  charge  of  Stand  Off  detachment,  got  the  names  of  the  Indians 
absent  from  the  reserve  in  case  they  were  needed.  On  the  22nd  I  received  a  tele- 
gram from  E.  S.  Tingley,  of  Big  Sandy,  Montana,  to  the  effect  that  some  of  our  In- 
dians were  stealing  horses  in  that  vicinitj^,  and  requesting  Aie  to  take  action  in  the 
matter.  I  sent  word  to  the  outposts  to  keep  a  sharp  look  out  for  their  return  and 
also  notified  the  agent  at  the  reserve  to  warn  me  of  their  return,  should  they  escape 
the  notice  of  our  men. 

On  the  4th  of  May  I  received  another  message  fiom  E.  S.  Tingley  that  they  had 
stolen  seventeen  saddle  horses  from  him.  I  immediately  despatched  Inspector 
Macpherson  and  all  available  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  to  intercept,  if 
possible  this  band  of  Indians,  and  also  notified  all  outposts. 

On  the  7th  of  May  I  received  a  further  despatch  from  E.  B.  Harrison,  Helena, 
Montana,stating  that  the  Bloods  had  run  off  forty  horses  belonging  to  the  Crows. 
Scout  Giveen  was  sent  out  at  once  to  notify  Inspector  Macpherson  in  charge  of 
the  patrol  then  looking  for  these  Indians,  and  to  join  his  party.  I  also  received  a 
telegram  from  theOfficer  Commanding  Fort  Assiniboine,  U.  S.,  that  nine  Bloods  had 

fassed  through  the  Bear  Paw  Mountains,  having  stolen  stock  belonging  to  the  Crow 
ndians  in  their  possession. 

Several  rumors  came  in  from  the  reserve,  brought  in  by  Indians  who  claimed  to 
have  seen  "  Prairie  Chicken  Old  Man's  "  party,  and  who  reported  that  they  were  all 
killed  by  Gros  Ventres  in  the  Bear  Paw  Mountains. 

On  the  16th  Inspector  Macpherson's  detachment  captured  the  "  Bee,"  who  was 
one  of  the  party,  and  sent  him  in  here. 

On  the  18th  he  sent  in  "  Hind  Gun  "  together  with  "  Young  Pine  "  and  the 
"  Scout,"  who  by  the  advice  of  the  chiefs  gave  themselves  up  to  the  Indian  Agent 
Pocklington,  all  of  whom  were  placed  in  the  guaid  room  here. 

"  Young  Pine  "  made  a  confession  regarding  the  trip,  and  stated  that  the  party 
comprised  five  Bloods  and  one  South  Piegan,  and  that  on  the  Big  Horn  at  the  Crow 
Agency  they  drove  off  about  100  head  of  horses,  the  most  of  which  were  ve»y  poor 
and  dropped  along  the  trail.  When  returning  on  the  second  day  they  were  sur- 
prised by  a  large  party  of  Gros  Ventres,  who  commenced  shooting  at  them ;  they 
jumped  on  their  horses  and  went  further  into  the  Bear  Paw  Mountains,  the  Gros 
Ventres  continuing  to  fire  on  them,  they  firing  in  return,  and  saw  some  of  the  enemy 
drop ;  they  continued  to  retreat,  and  noticing  two  Indians  on  the  trail  in  front  of  them, 
they  pursued  them  and  killed  one  of  them,  an  "Assiniboine."  The  "Scout"  took 
his  horse  and  "  Prairie  Chicken  Old  Man  "  his  gun  and  scalp.  At  this  moment  a  party 
of  American  Cavalry  were  seen  coming  to  cut  them  off,  so  they  continued  their 
13—5 
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flight,  leaving  nearly  all  the  stolen  horses  in  the  hands  of  the  Gros  Ventres,  they 
however,  arrived  on  the  Blood  Eesei-ve  with  five  of  the  stolen  horses  and  one  stray 
hoi-se.  These  they  handed  over  to  their  chiefs,  who  handed  them  over  tons.  Owners 
for  these  horses  have  not  yet  been  found.  I  sent  a  description  and  brands  to  the 
Montana  Stock  Association,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  claimed ;  they  are  at  present 
running  with  our  herd  here. 

On  the  13th  of  June  the  Indian  Commissioner,  Mr.  Hayter  Keed,  was  here,  and 
held  a  conference  with  these  Indians  in  regard  to  their  late  conduct,  and  told  them 
there  had  been  no  charge  laid  against  them,  as  the  parties  from  whom  the  horses 
had  been  stolen  had  lodged  no  complaint.  They  were  dismissed  with  a  good  caution 
and  an  intimation  that  they  were  liable  to  be  sent  for  at  any  time  to  answer  to 
the  charge. 

On  the  2l8t  of  June  "Calf  Eobe,"  another  of  this  marauding  party,  came  to  the 
post  and  gave  himself  up,  but  I  released  him,  first  giving  him  a  good  lecture  as  to  his 
future  conduct. 

Two  Indians  during  the  year  were  tried  and  convicted  of  frequenting  tepees 
kept  by  women  and  peddling  same  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution.  They  were  both 
given  six  months  hard  labor.  Severe  sentences  in  these  cases  were  given  solely  as 
an  example  to  try  and  stamp  out  this  pestilence. 

Several  minor  cases  of  Indians  being  drunk  were  tried  before  me  and  other 
Justices  of  the  Peace  and  punished  accordingly,  but  in  nearly  all  cases  it  was  a  matter 
of  impossibility  to  convict  the  whites  who  furnished  them  with  the  hop  beer,  it  being 
proven  that  the  Indians  themselves  had  doctored  the  beer  by  using  tea  and  tobacco. 

The  North  Piegan^  are  the  best  behaved  Indians  I  have  anything  to  do  with, 
very  seldom  having  a  case  against  any  of  them  for  misbehavior. 

All  Indians  visiting  the  town  of  Macleod  are  required  to  have  passes  from  their 
agents,  failing  which  they  are  ordered  at  once  back  to  their  reserve. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

During  the  year  the  members  of  this  command  were  called  upon,  on  a  great  many 
occasions,  to  extinguish  prairie  fires.  The  first  call  was  in  April,  when  a  large  fire 
was  burning  in  the  vicinity  of  Willow  Creek;  thence  across  the  country  to  the  Little 
Bow  River.  In  this  instance  several  of  the  hired  men  on  Strong's  ranche  co-operated 
with  the  police  in  the  work,  killing  cattle  and  hauling  their  carcasses  along  the  fire 
trail ;  this  had  to  be  done  to  put  the  fire  out,  no  water  being  available. 

On  the  10th  of  this  month  the  Government  hay  stack  at  St.  Mary's  was  destroyed 
by  a  prairie  fire  which  was  travelling  at  great  speed,  owing  to  the  high  wind  pre- 
vailing at  the  time  ;  every  effort  was  made  to  protect  the  stack,  but  of  no  avail. 

During  May  no  fires  were  reported  and  only  one  in  June  and  none  during  July 
and  August.  In  September  and  October  prairie  fires  were  raging  all  over  the  dis- 
trict, no  less  than  ten  large  fires,  as  well  as  some  minor-ones,  having  been  i^eported. 
Large  parties  were  sent  to  all  these  fires.  In  many  instances  eveiy  available  man 
in  the  post  was  turned  out,  the  citizens  of  Macleod  were  pressed  into  the  service,  and 
on  most  occasions  they  responded  willingly.  The  men  for  some  two  weeks  were 
forced  to  remain  out  both  day  and  night  fighting  the  fii-es — ^in  fact,  at  times  no  other 
duty  could  be  done. 

The  settlers  were  highly  pleased  with  the  manner  In  which  the  men  worked, 
and  the  great  assistance  given  in  saving  the  feed  on  the  ranges. 

A  great  number  of  the  townspeople  having  no  horses  or  vehicles  would  have 
been  unable  to  turn  out  to  give  assistance  had  not  police  teams  been  sent  to  trans- 
port them  to  the  scene  of  the  fire. 

My  opinion  is  that  a  great  number  of  these  fires  were  started  by  "round  up" 
parties  and  parties  having  hay  camps,  who,  on  changing  camp,  were  careless  in 
•extinguishing  the  fires  used  for  cooking  and  branding  purposes.  There  are  now  over 
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thirty  fire  guardians  in  this  district,  which  will,  I  hope,  aid  greatly  in  checking 
this  evil. 

POLICE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

The  press  and  others  at  times  have  made  attacks  upon  the  manner  in  which 
police  officers  perform  the  duties  of  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  at  the  same  time  there 
are  othei^s  who  take  a  firm  stand  on  the  opposite  side.  There  are  men  who  imagine 
and  say  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  commissioned  officer  of  the  police  to  divest  himself 
of  his  feelings  as  a  police  officer  and  sit  impartially  as  a  justice.  1  think  the  very  fact 
of  our  being  placed  in  this  position  i»  a  guarantee  of  our  responsibility  and  forces  us 
to  act  in  an  impartial  manner,  well  knowing  that  should  we  show  any  inclination  to 
err,  as  accused,  we  would  onlyj^ive  our  opponents  room  to  talk.    Only  one  case  has 

thit 


come  under  my  notice  of  an  officer  being  oiassed ;  in  all  other  cases  I  think  the  decis- 
ions have  been  just  and  unprejudiced  j  and  I  would  look  upon  any  man  who  could  not, 
under  existing  circumstances,  do  his  duty  as  a  justice  without  fear  or  favor,  a  poor 
specimen  of  humanity  and  one  not  likely  to  be  in  the  police  force. 

If  the  matter  were  thoroughly  sifted,  it  would  be  found  that  it  is  only  in  regard 
to  liquor  cases  that  police  officers  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  are  supposed  to  err.  The 
sympathy  of  the  public  being  with  the  whiskey  traders  and  against  the  liquor  laws, 
they  show  the  very  fault  for  which  they  blame  the  police,  viz.,  that  of  prejudging 
the  case  for  the  defence. 

If  people  would  calmly  consider  this  subject  and  throw  prejudice  aside  they 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  are  members  of  the 
force  will  compaie  favorably  in  ability  and  fairness  with  any  in  the  Dominion. 

In  conversation  with  many,  I  have  been  unable  to  get  any  suggestions  in  regard 
to  appointments  which  would  give  better  satisfaction. 

Were  all  magistrates  civilians  it  would  be  no  guarantee  that  they  would  not  be 
biassed  in  their  judgments,  and  they  are  certainly  not  as  free  of  the  different  cliques 
and  their  neighbors  squabbles  as  police  officers  are,  and  often  more  afraid  of  public 
opinion. 

In  this  district  there  are  several  notable  exceptions.  Mr.  Morden  and  Capt. 
Scobie,  who  have  been  acting  here  for  quite  a  while,  are  capable  men,  and  have  given 
general  satisfaction.    Men  of  this  stamp  cannot  be  always  got. 

Superintendent  Macdonell  and  Inspector  Wood  were  the  only  other  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  besides  myself,  until  the  arrival  of  Inspector  Begin,  and  they  shared  the 
work  of  that  exceedingly  disagreeable  office. 

BUILDINQS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  buildings  erected  and  improvements  made  during  the 
past  year  in  this  distiict  under  the  supervision  of  Inspector  Starnes  and  Staff- 
Sergeant  Davis: 

I  would  particularly  refer  to  the  buildings  at  Kipp,  Big  Bend  and  St.  Mary's 
which  are  all  of  a  superior  class,  and  fully  meet  the  requirements  of  the  service.  The 
St.  Mary's  building  will  be  completed  by  31st  December. 

The  building  and  stables  erected  on  Beaver  Creek  for  the  use  of  the  Porcupine 
detachment  are  constructed  of  logs,  and  are  well  built,  the  work  being  done  by 
Corporal  Sparrow,  Constable  Davis  and  three  others. 

Staff-Sergeant  Davis  deserves  every  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  cai'- 
ried  on  this  work,  as  do  also  the  constables  of  the  force  who  were  working  under 
bis  orders. 

The  whole  of  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  members  of  this  command,  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  them. 

Big  Bend. 

Built  house  18  by  20  feet,  and  kitchen  12  by  12  feet,  shingled  roof  and  sheeted 
inside  and  outside  with  siding.    Stable  26  by  18  feet,  shingled  roof,  five  stalls,  oat 
bin  and  saddle  partition.     Latrine  shingled  and  sided. 
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Kipp. 

Built  house  26  by  28  feet,  kitchen  12  by  14  feet,  shingled  roof,  sheeted  inside 
with  beaded  lumber,  oiled  and  varnished  outside,  with  siding  painted.  Upstairs,  one 
barrack  room  18  by  26  feet.  Downstairs,  officers*  room  11  by  16  feet,  store  room  11 
by  10  feet,  corporal's  room  10  by  10  feet,  dining-room  11  by  16  feet,  hall  5  feet  wide, 
verandah  in  front  of  building.  Latrine  sided,  and  shingled  roof.  Stable  24  by  35  feet, 
shingled  roof,  sided  and  painted,  fourteen  stalls,  saddle  partition,  lean-to  coal  shed 
10  by  10  feet,  sheeted  and  shingled.     Outhouse  10  by  10  feet,  sheeted  and  shingled. 

Porcupine  JSills. 

House  18  by  20  feet,  logs  and  plaster,  shingled  roof.  Stable  18  by  26  feet,  logs 
and  plastered,  shingled  roo^  five  stalls  and  outhouse. 

St.  Mary's. 

House  26  by  28  feet,  and  kitchen  12  by  14  feet  same  as  Kipp.  Stable,  coal  house, 
outhouse,  and  latrine  same  as  Kipp. 

Stand  Off. 
Old  logs  made  into  a  kitchen,  18  by  18  feet. 

Macleod. 

Kalsomining,  painting  and  vai-nishing  done  in  two  large  bai*rack  buildings,  mess 
and  kitchens;  sergeant's  mess  building;  sergeant's  quarters, oixlerly  room;  "H" 
Division  office ;  veterinary  office ;  hospital ;  commanding  officer's  kitchen  and  wood- 
work ;  officers'  mess  and  pantry. 

Inspector  Matthew's  quarters :  Log  kitchen  sheeted  over  with  dressed  lumber 
and  battoned  and  painted;  fence  for  yaixl  painted;  latrine;  three  rooms  papered 
and  wood-work  painted; 

Sick  Stable. 

Log  stable  divided  into  two  by  lumber  partition,  two  box  stalls  of  2-inch  lumber,- 
lock-up  5  by  12  feet,  nine  stalls,  upright  bales  and  mangers  renewed. 

Bake  Home, 

Old  carpenters'  shop  taken  from  west  side  of  square  and  placed  east;  sheeted 
inside  with  oeaded  lumoer,  new  floor  and  joists,  one  new  window,  one  new  door; 
brick  floor,  two  bricks  thick,  in  corner,  for  portable  oven  to  rest  on.  Building  inside 
17  by  25  feet. 

Carpenters'  Shop. 

New  shop  built  24  by  40  feet,  with  upstairs  for  painting ;  not  yet  completed. 

Recreation  Room. 

Old  sick  stable,  25  by  50  feet,  moved  to  place  in  line  with  barrack  rooms,  raised 
2J  feet,  new  floor  (double),  sheeted  inside  with  "V"  grooved  lumber,  new  windows, 
doors,  partitions,  &c..  not  yet  completed. 

Chimneys. 

Six  brick  chimneys  built  on  officers'  quarters,  one  on  Inspector  Wood's  quarters, 
two  on  Inspector  Matthew's  quarters,  one  on  "  H  "  Division  saddle  room. 

Officers'  Quarters. 

Old  recreation  i*oom  to  be  partitioned  off  for  two  single  officers'  quai'ters ;  not 
yet  commenced. 
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Sidewalk. 

A  boai*d  walk  of  2-inch  plank  was  built  all  round  the  square  and  from  the  south- 
east comer  to  the  hospital  door,  8  feet  wide  in  iVont  of  barrack  rooms  and  3  feet 
wide  elsewhere. 

PincJier  Creek. 
New  blacksmiths'  shop,  14  by  16  feet;  not  yet  commenced. 

BUILDINGS    REQUIRED. 

Stand  Off. 

Stand  Off  being  a  central  point  to  all  outposts,  besides  being  the  most  important 
outpost  in  the  district,  requires  permanent  quai'ters  to  hold  at  least  twenty-five  men. 
Eepeatedly  during  the  past  summer  and  winter  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  men, 
wiui  officers,  have  been  forced  to  sleep  on  the  floor.  In  addition  to  the  men  stationed 
here,  teamsters  and  their  off  men  with  supplies  for  other  detachments,  parties  out 
on  special  duty  on  the  Blood  Beserve,  or  in  transit  to  other  points,  necessitates 
accommodation  for  a  large  number  of  men.  I  will  submit  plans  and  detailed  estimate, 
which  I  recommend  to  your  consideration. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  officers*  quartei'S  which  you  intended  to  have  con- 
structed at  Pincner  Creek  be  placed  at  Stand  Off.  I  consider  that  there  is  no  out- 
post in  the  district  of  such  importance. 

Eeferring  to  the  estimates  that  were  submitted  for  that  place,  I  venture  to  have 
the  officers*  quarters  laid  out  to  suit  either  married  or  single  officers.  There  is  a 
very  slight  difference  in  the  expense. 

For  Men's  Quarters. 

A  T  shaped  building,  front  part  48  x  28  and  back  part  24  x  40  containing  the 
following :  One  barrack  room  28  x  20,  one  18  x  20,  an  office  10  x  10  and  a  non- 
commissioned officers'  room  10  x  10,  a  hall  8  feet  wide,  two  cells,  a  small  wash  room, 
a  mess  room  14  x  24,  a  kitchen  16  x  16  and  a  store  room  8  x  16. 

It  would  be  built  with  a  sheeting  of  shiplap,  covered  with  tar  paper  and  out- 
side with  siding,  the  inside  with  beaded  matched  lumber  the  whole  to  be  painted. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  this  building  is  J2,031.00. 

This  post  would  require  permanent  officers'  quarters.  I  would  recommend  that  a 
building  of  which  estimate  and  plan  will  also  be  forwarded  to  you,  containing  hall, 
sitting  and  dining  room,  pantry,  kitchen  and  servants'  room,  with  an  upstaire  for  bed 
room. 

The  estimate  cost  of  this  would  be  about  $1,100. 

One  more  stable  to  hold  twelve  horses  is  also  necessary,  and  the  present  one 
needs  sheeting  outside.  This  could  be  done,  and  building  a  small  outhouse  and  coal 
shed  lean-to  for  about  8350. 

Milk  Biver  Bidge. 

Will  require  a  building  of  the  same  descnption  as  the  Kipp  one,  that  is  to  say 
a  house  28  x  26,  with  kitchen  12  x  14,  and  an  upstairs  for  barracks  room,  ground 
floor,  with  non-commissioned  officers'  room,  officers'  room,  dining  room  and  store 
room,  a  stable  to  hold  twelve  horses. 

This  would  cost  $950. 

Macleod. 

A  blacksmith's  shop  will  be  required  in  the  post;  this  would  have  to  be  the  same 
size  as  the  carpentei's  shop  built  this  year,  24  x  40,  so  as  to  allow  two  fires  going  and 
hold  waggons  being  repaired  and  horses  being  shod. 

This  would  cost  about  $500. 
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I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  the  building  of  a  second  coal  shed  in  the  post, 
as  the  present  one  holds  only  about  half  of  the  yearns  supply;  the  other  half  has  to  be 
put  outside  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  there  is,  consequently,  a  large  loss.  I  will 
forward  estimate  of  cost. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  inside  of  "  H  "  Division  stable  should  be  all 
changed,  the  floor  taken  up  and  replaced  by  a  new  one,  having  clay  half  way  in  the 
stalls  for  horses*  forefeet  to  rest  on. 

The  present  board  partition^  between  stalls  replaced  by  swing-bales,  the  inside  of 
stable  sheeted  with  shiplap.  The  present  board  floor  has  proved  injurious  to  horses, 
and  the  stiff  partition  dangerous  in  the  handling  of  young  horses,  estimate  will  be 
forwarded. 

The  very  rocky  ground  between  the  barracks  and  the  town  of  Macleod  makes  the 
walk  exceedingly  disagreeable  and  hard  on  men's  boots.  I  would  recommend  that  a 
two-plank  walk  be  built  from  the  barrack  gate  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  a 
distance  of  about  650  yards.    This  could  be  done  at  a  cost  of  about  $275. 

Cemeteries, 

Shortly  after  I  assumed  command  of  this  district.  I  caused  the  plot  of  ground 
containing  the  graves  of  the  members  of  the  force  who  died  in  the  old  fort  to  be 
examined,  as  it  was  reported  to  me  that  there  was  great  danger  of  the  next  spring 
freshet  carrying  away  the  whole  of  the  remains.  I  pei-sonally  inspected  the  plot  ^ 
ground  said  to  be  reserved  as  a  police  cemetery,  and  formed  the  opinion  that  a  much 
better  selection  could  be  made.  As  it  was  urgent  that  the  remains  be  taken  up  at 
once,  and  placed  where  they  would  be  saflB,  I  bad  the  bodies  exhumed,  and  those 
of  the  Protestants  placed  in  the  Protestant  cemetery,  and  the  Catholics  in  theirs, 
both  of  which  cemeteries  I  am  pleased  to  state  have  been  neatly  fenced.  I  also 
caused  to  be  exhumed  the  bodies  of  Sergeant  Chassie  and  Constable  Collins  of  "  D" 
Division,  which  were  interred  in  the  previously  selected  buiying  ground  in  rear  of 
the  barracks,  and  had  them  placed  with  the  others. 

The  pastoi-s  of  both  denominations  are  willing  to  resei-ve  for  the  police  a  con- 
siderable plot  ol  ground  in  their  respective  cemetenes,  in  consideration  of  receiving 
a  small  remuneration  to  help  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  which  is  now  in  progress 
of  settlement. 

•  Officers. 

During  the  past  year  the  officers  of  the  district  have  performed  their  duties  satis- 
factorily, and  supported  me,  and  cheerfully  met  ray  views  in  all  matters.  Superin- 
tendent Macdonell  and  Inspector  Wood  are  in  charge  of  the  two  divisions  here,  and  by 
their  excellent  example  have  established  between  their  respective  Divisions  a  state 
of  good  feeling  which  is  pleasant  to  obsei've,  and  which  certainly  did  not  exist  when 
they  took  command. 

Inspector  Starnes  superintended  all  the  building  and  repairing  in  thedistrict;  in 
addition  to  his  other  duties,  which  he  performed  m  turn  with  the  rest  of  the  officers. 
His  work  has  been  satisfactorily  done.  Mr.  Peters,  Superintendent  of  Public  Works, 
has  expressed  his  opinion  of  it  as  equal,  if  not  superior  to  any  in  the  country. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  1st.  August  Inspector  Wilson  was  in 
charge  of  the  outposts  extending  from  the  Porcupine  Hills  to  Milk  River,  making 
Pincher  Creek  his  headquarters.  These  detachments  he  visited  monthly  during  last 
winter  and  also  at  uncertain  times  until  24th  May,  when  Inspector  Macpherson  took 
charge  of  the  outposts  on  the  border,  as  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  one  officer  to 
perform  the  duty.  These  officers  travelled  many  thousands  of  miles  during  the  year 
m  inspections  and  other  duties  connected  with  their  charge,  and  caiTied  out  promptly 
and  well  any  orders  received  from  me.  Inspector  White-Fraser  relieved  Inspector 
Wilson  1st  August,  and  has  been  unremitting  in  his  attention  to  the  work  allotted 
to  him. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Fraser  joined  this  post  on  June  16th,  and  on  the  17th  took 
over  medical  charge  fi'ora  Dr.  G.  A.  Kennedy.  He  has  pi*oved  himself  most  attentive 
to  the  sick  and  punctual  in  his  duties. 
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NonrCommimoned  Officers. 

The  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  now  sei'ving  at  this  post  and 
district  has  heen  in  almost  all  cases  all  that  could  be  desired.  Those  employed  on 
patrol  and  special  duty  have  in  every  case  shown  great  anxiety  to  carry  out  the 
duties  allotted  to  them  in  a  proper  manner. 

Sergeant-Major  Stewart,  who  is  now  on  furlough,  has  been  undeviating  in  his 
attention  to  duty.  He  is  a  veiy  capable  non-commissioned  officer,  firm  and  fair  in 
carrying  out  his  duties,  which  are  much  more  trying  than  those  of  the  sergeant- 
major  of  a  regiment.  He  scarcely  leaves  the  barrack  square,  except  during  meal 
time,  from  early  morning  until  last  post. 

StaflT-Sergeant  Fane  has  carried  out  the  duties  of  quartermaster-sergeant  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner,  giving  satisfaction  in  every  respect.  His  books  are  neatly 
and  well  kept. 

Staff-Sergeant  Davis,  as  referred  to  under  the  head  of  building,  has  been  most 
attentive  to  his  work  and  has  done  all  he  could  to  push  the  construction  of  detach- 
ment buildings  to  a  completion.  He  has  shown  great  tact  in  his  management  of  the 
paen  and  in  assisting  them.  I  suggest  that  this  non-commissioned  officer  be  placed 
in  charge  of  any  woik  of  this  kind  which  has  to  be  done  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Territory. 

Sergeant-Major  Hetherington  was  promoted  to  staflT-sergeant  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  and  shortly  afterwards  appointed  acting  sergeant-major  of  the  DepOt 
Division,  from  which  he  was  transferred  to  this  post  as  acting  sergeant-major  of 
"  D  '*  Division,  and  since  promoted  to  the  full  rank. 

While  in  charge  of  tne  town  detachment  at  Macleod,  as  sergeant,  in  December 
last  he  displayed  great  firmness  and  moral  courage  in  bringing  to  justice  three  non- 
commissioned officers,  two  of  them  his  seniors,  who  were  behaving  in  town  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  bring  discredit  on  the  force.  This  non-commissioned  officer  is 
conscientious  and  pjiinstaking  to  a  marked  degree,  and  improving  himself  in  the 
knowledge  of  his  duties. 

Sergeant  Hilliard  is  in  charge  of  the  detachment  at  Stand-Off,  near  the  Blood 
Eeserve,  a  position  requinng  great  tact,  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  and 
pluck.  He  has  performed  the  duties  of  this  disagreeable  situation  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner.  • 

Sergeant  Hayne  has  performed  the  duties  of  hospital  sergeant  here  since  last 
spring,  and  on  no  occasion  has  there  been  any  complaint  on  the  state  of  the  hospital, 
or  anything  connected  with  it,  either  by  the  surgeon  or  any  of  the  inspecting  officers. 

This  non-commissioned  officer  lately  received  the  Royal  Humane  Society's  bronze 
medal  for  saving  the  life  of  Reg.  No.  1977,  Constable  Rawlings  from  drowning.  This 
is  the  second  testimonial  that  he  has  received. 

The  Governor  GeneraVs  visit  to  the  District, 

On  29th  September  I  received  instructions  to  provide  a  travelling  escort  and 
transport  to  meet  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  and  paKy  at  Leth  bridge.  I 
detailed  Inspector  Wood  for  this  duty,  as  also  the  required  number  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  constables  as  escort  and  the  necessary  transport;  three  4-horse  and 
a  single  team  were^ent  from  Calgary  to  complete  the  transport  required. 

The  escort  consisted  of  the  following: — 

Inspector  Wood  in  command,  Sergeant  Brooke  and  forty-four  other  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  constables,  twenty-three  saddle  horses  and  eleven  4-in-hand 
teams. 

This  escort  met  His  Excellency  at  Lethbridge  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  and 
left  that  place  for  the  Blood  Reserve.  On  the  same  day  I  proceeded  from  here  with 
a  mounted  escort  consisting  of  two  sub-divisions  from  **  D  and  "  H."  Inspectors 
Wilson  and  Matthews  were  placed  in  command  of  their  own  sub-division. 

The  Governor  General  and  his  party  arrived  on  the  reserve  at  noon  and  were 
received  in  the  usual  manner.     A  large  number  of  Indians  assembled  to  do  him 
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honor.  A  pow-wow  was  held  and  a  sham  fight  was  given,  showing  the  Indian  method 
of  warfare,  which  was  highly  interesting. 

His  Excellency  left  the  reserve  the  same  day,  proceeiing  to  the  Cochrane 
Eancho. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  October  His  Excellency  arrived  at  this  place  and 
was  received  by  a  guai*d  of  honor  and  a  salute  of  nineteen  guns.  A  large  num- 
ber of  people  assembled  on  that  occasion.  The  next  day  being  Sunday  the  Vice-regal 
party  remained  at  Macleod  and  attended  Divine  service.  On  the  same  day  His 
Excellency  honored  the  ban*acks  with  a  visit,  minutely  inspected  the  post,  and 
expressed  his  entire  satisfaction  and  gi*atification  at  its  efficient  state,  particularly  the 
hospital  and  stables. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  14th  October,  His  Excellencv  started  for  Calgary, 
which  place  he  reached  on  the  fourth  day  afterwaitis,  visiting  en  route  all  the 
important  ranches  of  the  district,  the  travelling  escort  and  transport  returning  to 
Macleod  on  the  22nd  October,  all  the  horses  in  good  condition,  and  the  transport 
none  the  worse  for  the  trip. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  October,  the  ladies  of  His  Excellency's  party 
proceeded  to  Calgary  vid  Leth bridge.    Transport  was  provided  by  Inspector  Wood. 

Inspector  Wood  deserves  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  escort 
and  transpoi't.  The  behavior  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  forming  the 
escort  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

As  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  who  accompanied  His  Excellency,  reported  on 
this  subject,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  further  details. 

GENERAL  WORK. 

During  the  greater  part  of  last  winter  a  guard,  consisting  of  one  non-commissioned 
officer  and  three  men,  was  mounted  daily.  Three  provost  constables  to  take  chaige 
of  the  prisoners  and  a  night  stable  picquet  of  three  men  was  mounted  in  the  evening 
and  relieved  at  reveille.  An  inlying  picquet  of  six  mounted  men  was  detailed  daily 
and  held  in  readiness  to  turn  out  when  required.  During  the  summer  the  duties 
were  so  excessive,  and  there  were  so  many  men  employed  on  patrols,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  take  off  the  day  guard  and  detail  as  a  substitute  a  provost  guard  of  one 
non-commissioned  officer  and  three  men,  who  remained  on  duty  for  a  week. 

Provost  guai-ds  are  very  unsatisfactory,  as  having  a  tendency  to  produce  slack- 
ness.    Daily  guai-d  mounting  has  quite  the  opposite  etfect. 

The  remaining  duties  were  fatigues,  which  were  constant.  Very  few  of  the  men 
had  a  day  off  during  the  past  year. 

There  have  been  church  parades  every  Sunday  for  men  whose  denominations 
are  represented  in  the  town. 

The  town  of  Macleod  has  been  patrolled  night  and  day,  and  the  detachment 
stationed  there  has  done  very  good  service  towards  the  suppression  of  crime  and 
rowdyism. 

December  2,  1888. — Coi-poral  Sparrow  and  Constable  Myles,  acting  under  infor- 
mation received,  arrested  near  Willow  Creek  two  men  named  Pete  Smith  and  John 
Cabler  for  having  in  their  possession  a  waggon  loaded  with  whiskey.  They  were 
tried  on  the  3rd.  Smith  was  discharged  and  Cabler  was  fined  J200  and  costs,  and 
the  horses,  harness  and  waggon  confiscated  by  the  Customs  Department. 

December  7,  1888. — One  grey  mare  and  one  horse,  the  property  of  P.  K. 
Richards  and  J.  McDougall,  of  Macleod,  were  lecovered  at  Stand  Off  by  the  members 
of  that  detachment  and  handed  over  to  the  owners. 

December  15,  1888. — Sergeant  Waite,  in  charge  of  Stand  Off  detachment, 
brought  in  a  horse  he  recovered  from  the  Indians,  the  property  of  A.  J.  White,  of 
Slide  Out,  to  whom  the  horse  was  handed  over. 

December  19,  1888.— "Star  Child,"  a  Blood  Indian,  reported  to  me  that  "The 
Dog,"  an  escaped  convict,  was  at  the  South  Piegan  Agency,  and  about  to  return  to  tbe 
Blood  Reserve,  and  asked  that  he  might  be  retained  at  St.  Mary's  detachment  for  a 
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short  period,  in  oi-der  to  assist  the  police  in  arresting  him.  His  request  was  complied 
'With,  but  no  trace  of  "  The  Dog  "  could  be  had. 

December  19,  1888.— Constable  Murray,  of  "  E  "  Division,  and  a  Mr.  McDonald,  of 
Calgary,  arrived  here,  having  a  warrant  for  some  horses  and  waggons  on  which 
Messrs.  Lafferty  and  Smith,  of  Calgary,  held  a  mortgage,  and  which  were  then  under 
seizure.  On  their  arrival  here  at  3  p.m.  their  horses  being  played  out,  asked  for  assist- 
ance to  capture  these  horses  and  waggons,  which  were  being  hurried  towards  the 
line.  I  immediately  sent  out  two  parties,  one  in  the  direction  of  St.  Maiy's  and  one 
in  charge  of  Inspector  Wood,  on  the  Benton  Ti*ail,  who  after  several  hours  hard  rid- 
ing caught  up  with  the  parties,  seized  the  property  wanted  and  returned  here.  The 
property  was  handed  over  to  the  Calgary  authorities  on  the  21st. 

January  4, 1889. — Sergeant  Hetherington,  in  charge  of  the  town  patrol,  ai  rested 
one  George  Braden,  Calgary  stage  driver,  for  having  liquor  illegally  in  his  possession. 
He  was  tried  and  convicted  on  the  12th  instant,  fined  JlOO  and  costs,  and  norses  and 
waggon  confiscated.  The  case  was  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  convic- 
tion quashed. 

January  4. — ^Two  Indians  "Crazy  Crow"  and  "The  Fellow-that-never-ties-his 
Moocassins,  wore  arrested  by  the  detachment  at  Stand  Off,  for  having  in  their 
pessession  a  saddle  which  was  stolen  fVom  a  Mr.  Maupin,  of  Pincher  Creek.  The 
lormer  was  dismissed  and  the  latter  having  been  convicted,  was  sentenced  to  three 
months  imprisonment  with  hard  labor. 

January  17. — Inspector  Matthews  and  six  constables  arrived  at  this  post  from 
Hegina  for  duty  with  the  Command. 

January  21. — His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  arrived  at  this  post  to-day 
and  left  for  Calgary  on  the  24th.   I  furnished  him  with  the  necessary  transport. 

Februaiy  4.^Signalling  drill  commenced  at  this  post,  under  Inspector  Matthews. 

February  9. — ^Three  Indians, "  Crooked  Leg  "  "  Fat "  and  "  Patsey,"  were  arrested 
for  being  drunk  in  the  town  of  Macleod,  and  were  given  fourteen  days  imprisonment. 

February  18. — One  child,  a  Blood  Indian  was  arrested  for  being  drunk  in 
Macleod  and,  on  the  19th  instant,  was  sentenced  to  14  days  imprisonment. 

March  8. — ^The  town  patrol  arrested  eight  men  in  the  act  of  gambling  seven  of 
whom  were  fined  J50  and  costs,  or  one  month's  imprisonment  with  hard  labor,  and  the 
other  $50  and  costs  for  allowing  gambling  on  his  premises,  elected  to  do  the  month ; 
the  balance  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

March  21. — One  E.  Venn,  a  hop-beer  vender,  was  tried  and  convicted  of  having 
given  beer  to  Indian  women.  He  was  fined  $100,  or  three  months  imprisonment  with 
hard  labor.   He  took  the  latter. 

April  2. — The  detachment  to  bo  stationed  at  Milk  River  during  the  summer  was 
this  day  sent  out  to  that  place,  under  charge  of  Inspector  Macpherson. 

April  3. — The  detachment  to  be  stationed  at  Big  Bend  was  sent  out  this  date. 
This  will  in  future  be  a  pennanent  detachment ;  also,  two  men  were  sent  out  as  a 
flying  patrol  between  the  Dry  Forks  and  Stand  Off,  to  prevent  cattle  killing  in  that 
vicinity. 

April  8. — ^Field  gun  drill  commenced  this  date,  under  Inspector  Wood. 

April  12. — One  sergeant  and  two  constables  left  for  Mosquito  Creek,  where  they 
will  be  stationed  during  the  summer  months. 

April  26.— Two  Indians,  "Broken  Rib"  and  "The  Man-who-carries-the-Pot," 
were  arrested  for  being  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the  town  of  Macleod.  They  were 
tried  and  convicted,  and  sentenced,  the  former  to  one  month's  imprisonment  and  the 
latter  to  two  months'  imprisonment  with  haixi  labor. 

June  9. — The  Assistant  Commissioner  and  myself  left  to  inspect  the  different 
detachments,  commencing  with  Pincher  Cieek. 

June  10. — ^Two  white  men  named,  Loudon  and  Fontain,  were  arrested  this  day 
near  Kootenai  by  Constable  Condon,  suspected  of  killing  cattle  belonging  to  Mr. 
Macfarland.  They  had  a  preliminary  examination  here  and  were  committed  for 
trial  at  the  Supreme  Court,  out  were  admitted  to  bail  pending  trial,  and  were  after- 
wards dismissed,  the  case  not  being  proven. 
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June  19. — Mr.  Gray,  from  Montana,  U.  S.,  arrived  here  in  search  of  a  stolen 
horae.  It  was  recovered  by  the  detachment  at  Stand  Off  and  handed  over  to  him. 

July  7. — An  Indian  named  "  No  Flyer  "  was  arrested  at  Stand  Off  and  brought 
here,  charged  with  stealing  a  horse  from  Mr.  Johnson  last  fall.  He  was  committed 
for  trial,  and  was  sentenced  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Macleod  to  six  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labor. 

July  9. — Information  was  given  by  the  Waldi^on  Banche  Company  that  a  horse 
of  theirs  had  been  stolen,  and  the  thief  had  made  off  in  the  direction  of  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass,  en  route  to  British  Columbia.  Sergeant  Waite  and  Constable  Robinson 
were  sent  in  pursuit.  They  recovered  this  horse  at  Pincher  Creek,  but  found 
that  auother  horse  had  been  stolen  from  a  rancher  there  by  the  same  party,  who  had 
joined  with  another  man  guilty  of  the  same  crime,  both  of  whom  made  off  together. 
Sergeant  Waite  and  Constable  Robinson  obtained  a  waritmt  at  Pincher  Creek  from 
Inspector  Wilson  and  proceeded  in  pursuit  vid  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  to  Gralbraith*s 
Perry,  B.  C.  On  their  arrival  there  they  found  that  the  thieves  had  passed  through 
a  couple  of  days  previous,  making  for  Okanagan  vid  Morgan  Pass.  The  warrants 
were  handed  over  by  Sergeant  Waite  to  Mr.  Dennis,  Government  officer  at  the  Ferry, 
who  hired  a  special  constable  and  sent  him  in  pursuit,  promising  to  report  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  the  thieves.  No  report  has  yet  b^en  received  from  the  British 
Columbia  authorities. 

August  7. — Myself  and  assistant  Veterinaiy  Surgeon  Wi*oughton  left  this  poet 
to  visit  the  different  hay  camps  in  the  western  part  of  the  district,  in  order  to  judge 
the  quality  of  hay,  making  a  distance  of  140  miles  in  three  days,  and  found  the  hay 
very  poor  everywhere,  and  none  better  than  that  being  delivered  in  the  post. 

August  19. — ^Two  Indians,  "Heavy  Runner  "and  "Eagle  Tail,"  arrived  from 
Stand  Off,  to  make  a  report  regarding  the  horses  stolen  from  them  by  the  Grew 
Ventres.  They  were  sent  with  interpreter  Potts  to  St.  Marys,  there  to  meet  Inspector 
Macpherson,  who  accompanied  them  to  Chinook,  Montana,  U.  S.,  to  Drosecute.  The 
Gros  Ventres  were  committed  for  trial,  and  are  now  in  goal  at  Benton,  awaiting  trial. 

August  28. — A  Chinaman,  "Ah -Too,"  laid  information  against  a  Piegan 
Indian  for  being  diomk  and  assaulting  him.  Sergeant  Brooke  was  sent  to  the 
reserve  to  arrest  him,  but  found  that  the  Indian  had  skipped  the  country. 

September  30. — A  fire  bi-oke  out  in  the  bake  shop  at  this  post  about  8  p.  m., 
which  resulted  in  its  total  destruction.  The  command,  under  my  own  observation, 
worked  manfully,  and  did  eveiy thing  in  their  power  towards  extinguishing  the  tire 
and  preventing  its  spreading  to  other  buildings  in  the  vicinity,  in  which  they  were 
successful,  although  a  high  wind  was  blowing  at  the  time. 

On  this  date  a  Mr.  Meztler,  laid  information  against  "Owl  Bear"  and  "  Fast 
Rider,"  for  stealing  a  mare  and  colt.  Inspector  Macphei-son  recovered  them  in  the 
United  States.  Warrants  were  issued  for  the  arrest  of  the  Indians,  but  they  skipped 
the  country,  and  are  still  at  large. 

October  23. — Indian  "Morning  Owl,"  was  arrested  in  the  town  of  Macleod 
for  being  drunk,  and  was  fined  |10  and  costs  or  one  month's  imprisonment.   Fine  paid. 

Novembei-  4. — An  Indian,  Joe  Smith,  was  arrested  in  Macleod  for  being  drunk. 
He  was  find  $10  and  costs  or  one  month's  imprisonment.    He  took  the  latter. 

November  12. — ^The  Milk  River  detachment  was  relieved  by  me  for  duty  at 
the  post  during  the  winter  months. 

November  16.  ■  Sergeant  Waite,  in  charge  of  St.  Mary's  detachment,  reported 
here  bringing  with  him  110  gallons  of  whiskey  which  was  found  in  a  each^  by  Con- 
stable Percival  and  Scout  Giveen  on  the  St.  Mary's  River,  but  no  person  could  be 
seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cach^.  The  whiskey  was  destroyed  at  this  post,  under 
the  supervision  of  Inspector  Matthews,  orderly  officer. 

November  17. — Sergeant  Hilliard,  in  charge  of  Stand  Off  detachment,  reported 
having  found  a  cach^  of  15  gallons  of  liquor  near  Stand  Off,  which  he  destroyed. 

November  20. — The  Assistant  Commissioner  arrived  at  this  post  to  make  his 
inspection,  leaving  on  the  21st,  accompanied  by  Inspector  Wood,  to  inspect  all  the 
detachments  in  the  district,  and  returning  on  the  26th,  when  he  inspected  this  post 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Springs  of  coal  oil  have  been  discovered  in  the  fork  of  the  South  Kootenay  Pass, 
near  the  Kootenay  Lakes,  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Lee.  A  great  many  claims  have  been 
staked  out. 

Coyotes,  which  have  been  in  the  past  very  destructiye  on  calves  and  sheep,  are 
in  a  fair  way  of  being  exterminated.  Several  of  the  ranchers  keep  packs  of  hounds 
for  the  purpose.  The  Cochrane  Ranche  pack  destroyed  112  of  these  animals  last 
month. 

The  Porcupine  Hills  detachment,  formerly  stationed  at  Dunbar's,  has  been 
removed  to  Beaver  Creek,  on  what  is  called  the  "  Old,  Mill "  trail,  where  the  new  quar- 
ter have  been  built,  being  now  about  27  miles  distant  fi'om  the  post  and  9  miles 
ftirther  than  the  old  site.  Its  present  location  is  more  central,  being  close  to  the 
Waldron  Ranche,  the  stables  and  fields  where  their  thoroughbred  stock  is  kept 
being  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Firewood  is  close  and  plentiful.  The  feed  here 
is  good,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  water. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  Police  quarter-section  at  Pincher  Creek  be  fenced 
with  barbed  wire.  The  posts  and  top  rails  can  be  got  very  cheap  at  that  place. 
This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  feed  for  the  horses  of  that  detachment, 
on  account  of  the  large  number  of  cattle  imnning  at  large  in  that  section. 

The  same  should  be  done  at  Stand  Off  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  Indian, 
ponies  prowling  around.    I  will  have  estimate  of  cost  prepared  and  forwarded  to  you 

With  your  approval  I  have  had  posts  and  top  rails  got  ready  for  the  extension 
of  the  barrack  square  towards  the  south. 

As  you  are  aware,  this  is  most  necessary,  owing  to  the  present  position  of  the 
hay  stacks.    When  the  fence  is  extended  there  will  be  less  risk  from  fire. 

I  enclose  herewith,  in  connection  with  this  report,  return  of  Criminal  Cases; 
Mileage  Eeports  "D"  and  "H"  (not  printed)  and  Police  Map,  giving  the  stations  of 
all  outposts  established  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  STEELE, 
Superintendent,  Commanding  Macleod  District, 
The  Commissioner 

N.  W.  M.  Police,  Regina. 


Since  the  above  report  was  forwarded,  the  following  letter  has  been  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Stock  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Montana : — 

State  op  Montana  Board  of  Stock  Commissioners. 
Secretary's  Office, 

Helena,  Montana,  13th  January,  1890. 
L.  W.  Herchmer,  Esquire, 

Commissioner,  N.  W.  M.  Police. 
Sir, — The  Board  of  Stock  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Montana,  in  their 
effoi-ts  to  protect  the  live  stock  interests  of  the  citizens  of  both  Montana  and  the 
North-West  Territory,  have  frequently  called  upon  the  North- West  Mounted  Police 
and  the  authorities  of  the  North-West  Territory  to  aid  them  in  their  efforts,  and  we 
take  this  occasion  of  expressing  our  high  appreciation  for  the  assistance  and 
many  courtesies  received  at  their  hands ;  and  the  people  of  both  countries  are 
greatly  indebted  to  Inspector  D.  H.  Macpherson,  who  is  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  status  of  the  live  stock  intei-ests  of  both  sides  of  the  line.  For  this  reason  we 
trust  he  may  be  retained  in  his  present  position,  feeling  sm*e  that  it  would  be  to  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  both  countries. 

Very  respectfully  youi*s, 

BOAED  OF  STOCK  COMMISSIONEES. 
K.  B.  Harrison, 

Secretary, 
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APPENDIX    a. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SUPERINTENDENT  PERRY,  COMMANDING  "F» 
DIVISION,  NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Prince  Albert,  30th  November,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  district  of  Piince 
Albert. 

Very  little  change  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  this  district  since  I  sub- 
mitted my  last  annual  report.  There  has  been  no  marked  increase  in  the  population 
nor  decided  improvement  in  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  settlers — ^tne  former 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  want  of  i*ailroad  communication,  and  the  latter  to  the 
exceptionally  diy  season. 

The  early  completion  of  the  railroad  from  Regina  to  this  point,  now  being  so 
rapidly  constructed,  will  speedily  change  this  state  of  affairs,  inspiring  those  ali*eady 
here  to  renewed  energy,  and  will  confirm  the  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  district, 
even  now  firmly  established.  It  will  attract  a  large  proportion  of  the  immigrants 
coming  to  the  North- West,  thus  ensuring  the  influx  of  capital  for  the  development  of 
the  vast  resources  of  this  district. 

■  Before  the  intentions  of  the  Government  were  made  known  last  spring  on  the 
question  of  providing  railroad  communication,  a  general  and  widespread  despondency 
existed,  which  was  manifested  by  public  meetings. 

These  meetings  gave  legitimate  expression  to  the  feeling  that  a  point  had  been 
reached  in  the  settling  up  of  the  countiy  on  the  Saskatchewan,  formerly  known  as 
the  Fertile  Belt,  whence  no  advance  could  be  made  unless  rail  communication  was 
given,  and  without  which  retardation  would  take  place.  This  district  is  possessed  of 
sturdy,  energetic  and  pushing  settlers.  Its  chief  town.  Prince  Albert,  ranks  amonc 
the  wealthiest  in  the  Territories,  with  good  shops,  fine,  substantial  residences,  and 
most  excellent  schools. 

Good  schools  exist  throughout  the  distnct.  New  settlers  will  find  the  elemente 
of  civilization  already  established,  an  attraction  however,  common  to  the  whole 
Territory. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  on  the  different  reserves  of  the  district  are  quiet  and  contented. 
The  police  have  only  been  called  on  once  by  their  agent  to  interfere.  Some  of  the 
Duck  Lake  band  left  their  reserve  last  spring  without  permission,  to  attend  the  Son 
Dance  at  Sturgeon  Lake.  A  small  party  was  sent  to  intercept  and  turn  them  back, 
which  they  did  without  trouble. 

Little  or  no  crime  has  been  committed  by  the  Indians,  and  it  is  probably  true 
that  they  live  more  peaceably  together  than  the  same  number  of  whites. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  my  last  year's  report  on  the  Sioux  Indians  living 
near  this  town.  I  again  strongly  recommend  that  they  be  placed  on  a  reserve,  where 
they  would  be  subject  to  beneficial  influences  and  gain  a  permanent  home  for  them- 
selves. The  early  advent  of  the  railroad  makes  it  desirable  that  they  should  be 
removed  from  the  vicinity  of  the  town. 

FRENCH  HALF-BREEDS. 

The  French  Half-breeds  are  in  a  much  better  condition  than  last  year. 

Owing  to  the  exceptionally  low  water  in  the  Saskatchewan  Eiver,  steamboats 
could  not  come  up  with  freight,  and  consequently  all  the  imports  for  this  district 
and  country  lying  far  to  the  north  had  to  be  hauled  overland  from  Qu'Appelle. 
They  obtained  a  lajge  percentage  of  this  freight. 
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During  the  coming  winter  plenty  of  work  will  be  afforded  in  making  and  haul- 
ing ties  for  the  railroad.  I  therefore  do  not  anticipate  any  extended  applications 
for  relief.    A  few  of  the  poorest  families  and  some  widows  may  require  aid. 

Last  winter  not  much  assistance  was  afforded.  Several  applications  were  made, 
but  work  was  usually  offered  and  was  seldom  accepted.  Wood  was  purchased  from 
the  needy.  *^ 

During  the  spring  and  summer  a  few  were  employed  around  the  police  barracks 
cutting  wood,  clearing  the  reserve  and  erecting  a  fence. 

CBIME. 

I  have  no  serious  crimes  to  repoii;  having  been  committed.  The  following  sum- 
mary is  taken  from  the  list  of  cases  disposed  of  during  the  year . — 

Larceny  and  horse  stealing 7 

Having  glandered  horses  in  possession 2 

Offences  against  the  game  laws 1 

Setting  out  prairie  fires 1 

Eesistmg  the  police  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 1 

You  will  notice  that  larceny  is  the  most  common  offence.  One  case  of  horse 
stealing  is  recorded.  The  horee  was  stolen  by  a  Cree  Indian  near  Calgary,  in  1888, 
and  brought  to  Snake  Plains.  Information  was  subsequently  given  to  us,  and  arrest 
and  conviction  followed. 

Several  complaints  were  made  to  me  from  time  to  time  that  horses  had  been 
stolen,  but  in  every  case  it  turned  out  that  the  horses  had  only  strayed. 

During  the  year  six  civilian  prisoners  have  undergone  terms  of  imprisonment 
in  the  guard  room. 

The  lamentable  death  of  the  Finlayson  Bros.,  who  perished  some  hundred  miles 
north  of  Cumberland  in  January  last,  created  much  sympathy  in  this  district,  where 
they  were  well  and  favorably  known.  These  unfortunate  merf  were  engaged  in 
trading  with  the  Indians  in  that  country,  which  is  inhabited  only  by  a  few  strag- 

fling  bands.  They  were  found  dead  near  a  camp  fire  by  one  of  the  servants  of  the 
[udson's  Bay  Company  some  time  after  their  death.  Information  reached  here  on 
14th  March.  *  Some  of  the  most  intimate  acquaintances  suspected  foul  play,  and 
made  affidavits,  before  a  coroner,  which  were  forwarded  to  the  Honorable  the  Min- 
ister of  Justice.  All  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  could  be  ascertained,  were  sub- 
mitted in  a  report  made  by  me.  The  Honorable  the  Minister  decided  that  no  sus- 
picion of  foul  play  was  disclosed,  and  therefore  an  investigation  was  unnecessary. 

LIQUOR    LAW. 

Another  yearns  experience  has  given  me  no  cause  to  change  my  views  on  this 
question,  as  submitted  in  my  last  year's  report. 

The  permit  system,  at  present  fails  to  regulate  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor 
amongst  a  certain  class.  Permits  are  nominally  issued  for  domestic  use  only,  but 
too  often  are  obtained  with  the  sole  object  of  selling  the  liquor  thus  imported.  It 
appeai*8  to  me  that,  either  the  actual  granting  of  the  permits,  or  the  recom- 
mending of  them,  should  be  vested  in  a  board  appointed  for  the  purpose,  in  each 
district  or  large  town,  so  that  the  members  of  the  boajxi  would  be  acquainted  with 
the  applicants.  In  this  way  the  present  abuses  of  the  system  would  be  greatly 
modined. 

The  following  table,  showing  amount  of  liquor  imported  into  the  district,  is 
taken  from  the  lists  of  permits  sent  from  headquarters  : 

Galls. 

Wine  and  spirituous  liquoi'S 896 

Malt  liquor 190 

Four  per  cent,  beer  for  sale 2,500 

Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  spirituous  liquora  was  imported  by  residents  of  the 
town. 
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PATROLS. 


The  system  of  patrols,  laid  down  for  the  district,  have  been  regularly 
executed,  except  when  other  important  duty  has  interfered.  During  last  winter 
all  the  Indian  reserves  were  vieited  at  intervals.  During  the  summer  the  detach- 
ment stationed  at  McKenzie's  Crossing,  Batoche  and  Saskatoon  patrolled  weekly 
along  the  South  Branch  for  a  distance  of  100  miles. 

These  detachments,  being  stationed  at  the  ferry  crossing  of  the  South  Saskat- 
chewan, were  able  to  examine  all  vehicles  coming  into  the  district  from  the  sontb, 
for  the  purpose  ot  preventing  the  importation  of  intoxicating  liquor  illegally. 

SPECIAL   DUTY. 

The  nature  of  the  duty  performed  by  the  Mounted  Police  is  so  well  known  that 
it  is  unnecessary  to  deal  witn  it  in  detail. 

This  Division  has  been  actively  employed  during  the  whole  year.  A  large 
amount  of  travelling  has  been  done  by  small  parties  and  patrols.  The  total  mileage 
travelled  by  the  horses  is  90,000  miles. 

Two  long  tnps  were  made  by  the  division — to  Saskatoon  and  return  in  June, 
and  to  Begina  and  return  in  the  fall  months.  The  strength  which  marched  to  Saska- 
toon was  as  follows: — Officers,  2;  N.  C.  O.  and  men,  55;  horses,  60;  waggons,  7. 

Three  days  were  occupied  in  travelling  the  distance  of  100  miles,  and  the  same 
time  in  returning.  While  there  a  team  of  "  F"  Division,  consisting  of  10  men,  fired 
a  rifle  match  with  a  team  of  the  same  number  from  "C"  Division,  Battleford,  for 
the  possession  of  a  trophy  cup  presented  by  the  officers  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.,  Sas- 
katcnewan  District.     "  F"  succeeded  in  winning  the  cup. 

On  the  29th  August,  under  your  oi-ders,  the  Division  under  my  command  of 
the  following  strength,  marched  for  Eegina  vid  Saskatoon  :  — 

2  Officers ;  46  N.  C.  O.  and  men ;  56  horses ;  9  waggons. 
.  A  detachment  of  18  men,  under  command  of  Inspector  Norman,  were  left  at  the 
Post. 

Saskatoon  was  reached  on  the  3rd  September  and  "F"  Division  was  there 
joined  by  "  C  "  Division  under  the  command  of  Inspector  Chalmera.  The  strength 
was: — 

1  Officer ;  44  men ;  45  horses ;  3  waggons. 

Both  Divisions  marched  for  Moose  Jaw  on  the  following  day  and  reached  there 
on  the  9th,  distance  165  miles.  Two  stretches  of  40  miles  were  crossed  without 
water ;  the  fii'st  from  Beaver  Creek  to  the  elbow  of  the  South  Saskatchewan,  was 
passed  by  a  night  march  without  detriment  to  the  horses ;  the  last  stretch  into 
Moose  Jaw  was  very  fatiguing,  camp  being  reached  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
After  two  days'  rest,  to  recoup  the  horses,  the  Command  moved  on  to  Eegina. 
While  there,  "C"  and  "F"  Detachments  were  formed  into  a  provisional  Division, 
and  shared  all  the  regular  post  duties. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  they  took  part  in  the  review  before  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General,  and  on  the  previous  day,  had  the  honor  of  forming  the  escort  for 
His  Excellencv  on  his  arrival  at  Begina. 

On  the  9th,  both  Divisions  marched  for  Saskatoon  by  the  railroad  trail,  on  their 
way  to  respective  head-quarters. 

The  behavior  of  both  Divisions  while  associated  together  under  my  command 
was  excellent,  and  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  good  feeling  and  fellowship 
which  existed  between  them. 

The  distance  travelled  by  each  Division  was  600  miles. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THE   INDIAN   DEPARTMENT. 

The  usual  escort,  at  the  annual  payment  of  the  Indian  Treaty  Money  was  fur- 
nished ;  that,  to  the  Carlton  Agency,  travelled  upwards  of  400  miles. 

Last  February,  an  escort  of  5  men  was  sent  to  take  the  Indian  Treaty  Commis- 
sioners, Col.  Irvine  and  Mr.  Goulet,  to  Montreal  Lake,  who  were  proceeding  there 
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to  admit  certain  bands  of  Indians  in  that  district,  into  Treaty  No.  4.  There  was 
neither  hay  nor  oats  to  be  had  the  entire  distance  of  160  miles,  consequently,  hay 
was  pressed  and  a  supply  of  it  was  forwarded  half  way.  No  difficulty  was  expe- 
rienced, and  the  horses  returned  in  good  condition. 

Col.  Irvine  informed  me  that  he  was  much  pleased  with  the  escort,  and  that 
they  had  performed  their  trying  duties  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 

PRAIRIE  FlRES. 

Owing  to  the  diyness  of  the  season,  scarcely  any  rain  having  fallen  in  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  August,  prairie  and  forest  tires  raged  in  many  parts  of 
the  district.  In  the  timber  lying  north  of  the  town,  fires  frequently  occurred,  and 
further  to  the  north-west,  about  Sandy  Lake,  much  of  the  country  was  burnt  over. 
Fortunately,  no  fire  spread  much  between  the  north  and  south  branches  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan, but  to  the  south  of  the  south  branch  and  west  from  Fish  Creek,  the 
entire  country  was  burnt  over  as  far  south  as  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

The  settlers  around  Saskatoon  and  Clarke's  Crossing  lost  a  large  quantity  of 
hay  estimated  at  800  tons,  worth  at  the  present  time  $5  to  $8  per  ton.  The  town  of 
Saskatoon  was  in  great  danger,  and  was  only  saved  by  the  strenuous  exertions  of 
every  inhabitant,  at  the  time,  mostly  women  and  children. 

Every  efibrt  was  made  by  the  police  to  prevent  fires,  and  to  discover  the  cause. 
Whenever  a  fire  sprung  up,  a  party  was  sent  out  to  assist  in  checking  it,  and  to  dis- 
cover the  origin. 

Eaily  in  the  spring  it  was  reported  that  the  timber  in  the  Sturgeon  Lake  Indian 
Reserve  was  burning.  A  party  of  15  men  was  sent  out,  but  before  it  reached  there 
the  fire  had  been  put  out  by  the  Indians.  Sufficient  evidence  was  obtained  to  cause 
the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  offender. 

Several  times  in  May  and  June  fires  sprung  up  in  the  timber  across  the  river. 
Assistance  was  given  by  me  to  the  Crown  timber  agent  to  subdue  the  flames,  aud  an 
investigation  was  made.  There  are  a  large  number  of  Sioux  Indians  living  in  the 
wood  and  in  a  dry  season  it  is  apparent  that  the  slightest  carelessness  would  cause  a 
fire.  In  one  case,  the  fire  was  traced  to  a  smudge.  Last  winter  I  visited  all  the  reserves 
lying  north  of  the  river  and  spoke  to  the  chiefs  personally,  asking  them  to  aid  us  in 
preventing  fires.     All  agreed  to  assist  in  putting  out  fires  and  to  ascertain  the  cause. 

One  fruitful  source  of  fire  is  the  inflammable  material  used  by  the  Indians  as 
wadding  for  their  guns. 

During  the  latter  part  of  July  and  in  the  month  of  August  pati'ol  parties  were 
sent  from  this  post  in  every  direction,  with  the  object  of  looking  after  fires,  but  over 
80  vast  an  extent  of  countiy,  with  settlers  scattered  here  and  there,  and  parties 
constantly  travelling  by  the  numerous  trails,  it  was  not  possible  that  our  patrols 
could  guarantee  protection  ftom  fire. 

In  portions  of  this  district  where  the  prairie  is  covered  with  a  luxurious  growth 
of  wild  flowers,  rose  bush  and  scrub,  it  is  difficult  to  put  out  a  fire  once  started — very 
difi^orent  to  the  short  grasses  covering  the  plains  to  the  south  and  the  west. 

Last  summer  a  fire  close  to  the  barracks  was  put  out  four  times,  but  every  heavy 
breeze  would  fan  the  smouldering  coal  at  the  roots  of  some  bush,  and  the  flames 
would  burst  forth. 

All  non-commisioned  officers  in  charge  of  detachments  have  been  appointed 
fire  guai*dians  under  the  North- West  Ordinance. 

GLANDERED  HORSES. 

During  the  early  paat  of  the  year  several  cases  of  glandered  horses  were  found 
in  the  district.  Determined  efforts  were  made  to  stamp  out  the  disease,  and  Vete- 
rinary Staff  Sergeant  Sweetapple,  Y.S.,  examined  a  large  number  of  the  horses  in 
the  district.  Eighteen  horses  were  destroyed,  and  their  carcasses  properly  disposed  of 
according  to  the  ordinance.  The  owners  were  found  willing  to  destroy  the  animals 
as  soon  as  they  were  convinced  of  the  nature  of  the  diceajse. 
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I  believe  that  the  disease  has  been  nearly  got  rid  of.  A  few  cases  more  may  be 
found,  but  the  same  careful  inspection  in  the  future,  will  eventually  stamp  it  oat 
entirely. 

INSTRUCTION  AND   THAININO   OP   THE   DIVISION. 

A  course  of  lectures  lasting  through  the  winter  monts  was  given  to  the  divi- 
sion on  the  subject  of  police  duties.  Notes  were  taken  by  the  men,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  course  fair  cepies  were  made  and  carrfuUy  inspected  and  corrected. 

Lectures  were  given  also  bjr  Veterinary  Staff  Sergt.  Sweetapple  on  the  care  and 
treatment  of  the  horse.  Concise  notes  were  dictated,  giving  simple  remedies  and 
the  proper  treatment  of  slight  accidents,  which  were  copied  by  every  man  of  the 
division. 

During  the  months  of  Januaiy,  February  and  March  lectures  were  given  by  the 
commanding  officer  daily  to  a  class  of  officers,  non-commissioned  and  men  on  the 
following  subjects.  Discipline  and  interior  economy;  drill;  musketry  and  minor 
tactics. 

Written  examinations  were  held  at  the  end  of  the  course  with  highly  satisfactory 
results.     Some  of  the  papers  were  veiy  superior,  and  the  average  or  them  excellent 

As  soon  as  the  weather  permitted,  spring  drill  was  commenced.  The  new  phy- 
sical training  as  laid  down  in  1889  Infantry  Eegulations  was  adopted,  instead  of  the 
extension  motions.  All  recruits  were  put  through  a  course  of  riding.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  the  spiing  drill,  musketry  was  commenced,  and  the  entire  course  of  target 
practice  with  Winchester  and  revolver  gone  through.  Men  on  detachment  were 
brought  in,  and  all  the  men  of  the  division,  except  four,  completed  the  course. 

The  returas  of  this  practice  have  been  forwarded  to  you.  I  consider  that  a 
marked  increase  in  the  shooting  of  the  division  is  apparent  in  all  practices,  due 
much  to  the  decided  interest  shown  by  all. 

During  the  year  several  team  matches  were  fired  with  other  divisions  and  with 
Hifle  Associations.    "  P  "  Division  team  won  every  match. 

Sergt.  Gordon  won  the  highest  aggregate  prize  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Assiniboine  Eifle  Association,  and  at  the  Saskatchewan  Provincial  Rifle  Association 
meeting  Constable  Carmichael  won  the  trophy  cup  fii-ed  for  by  the  ten  highest 
aggregates. 

No  encouragement  is  given  officially  to  induce  an  active  interest  in  shooting.  I 
would  most  stronglv  recommend  that  badges  and  cash  prizes  be  awarded  yearly  to 
the  best  shot  in  eacn  division. 

I  know  that  such  badges  would  be  highly  prized,  and  would  certainly  increase  the 
interest  in  the  annual  practice. 

I  believe  that  during  the  coming  year  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  will  be 
made  eligible  for  competition  at  the  Dominion  Rifle  Association  meeting.  Our  force 
should  take  advantage  of  this,  and  be  represented  in  the  meeting  of  1890  by  a  strong 
team.  To  gain  a  place  on  that  team  would  nerve  every  shot  in  the  whole  force. 
The  musketry  instruction  of  an  armed  corps  is  the  first  essential  in  its  proper  train- 
ing, and  consequently  nothing  should  be  neglected  which  would  lead  to  that  end. 

On  completion  of  the  target  practice,  the  division  was  instructed  in  dismounted 
and  mounted  drill,  according  to  Mounted  Infantry  Regulations,  and  obtained  a  fair 
knowledge  of  the  work. 

CONDUCT  AND   DISCIPLINE. 

The  general  tone  of  the  division  is  excellent,  and  the  men  of  a  superior  claae, 
but  in  a  largo  force  it  must  necessarily  happen  that  a  few  men  of  bad  character  gain 
entrance.  One  man  was  sum  manly  dismissed  on  account  of  conviction  before  the 
civil  court  on  a  charge  of  larceny.  The  heaviest  punishment  inflicted  during  the 
year  was  one  month's  imprisonnement  with  hard  labor  in  one  case  only. 

DESERTIONS. 

No  desertions  have  occuiTcd  from  the  division. 
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HEALTH. 

The  genei'al  health  has  been  good.  Twenty-two  patients  have  been  admitted  to 
hospital,  but  only  two  have  been  dangerously  ill. 

Average  daily  sick  report 4.37 

do      number  off  duty 1\ 

The  increase  in  the  average  off  duty  was  caused  by  the  protracted  illness  in 
five  cases. 

The  physique  of  the  division  is  excellent. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  would  point  out  that  there  is  no  proper  hospital 
building  at  this  post.    A  baiTack  room  is  temporarily  fitted  up,  but  for  obvious 
reasons  is  not  satisfactory.    I  hope  that  a  small  hospital  capaole  of  holding  six 
patients  may  be  erected  dui'ing  the  coming  year. 
• 

RATIONS. 

Our  supplies  are  of  excellent  quality,  and  according  to  contract.  I  would  again 
refer  to  the  want  of  good  cooks  properly  trained,  who  would  secure  the  ftiU  benefit 
of  the  rations  to  the  men.  There  is  a  large  waste  in  the  kitchen,  which  would  be 
prevented  to  the  advantage  of  the  division  mess. 

KITS  AND  CLOTHING. 

The  kits  of  the  men  are  complete,  and  the  quality  generally  good.  The  fur 
coats  of  sheepskins,  dyed  black,  are  very  warm  ana  conifortable,  but  are  very  heavy, 
either  for  riding  or  marching.  They  have  not  been  long  enough  in  use  to  judge  of 
their  durability. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  some  changes  should  be  made  in  the  unifoi*m,  and  that 
a  suitable  praine  suit  should  be  adopted.  Serviceability  and  comfort  should  firet  be 
considered,  and  as  a  consequence  fitness  in  appearance  would  result.  Our  present 
uniform  is  only  suitable  for  men  in  barracks. 

INCREASED  RATE   OF  PAY. 

I  desire  to  point  put  to  you  a  feeling,  which  I  have  in  common  with  many 
other  officei-s,  on  the  subject  of  the  pay  and  promotion  of  the  commissioned  ranks. 

The  force  has  now  been  in  existence  upwards  of  sixteen  yeai^s,  and  has  still  on 
its  strength  a  number  of  officers  who  joined  in  its  early  days ;  and  therefore  the 
subject  of  advancement  is  one  demanding  attention.  The  grades  in  the  force  are  few, 
being  practically  limited,  in  the  combatant  rank,  to  Inspector  and  Superintendent, 
as  promotion  beyond  the  latter  grade  is  only  possible. 

Virtually  the  only  advancement  is  iVom  an  Inspectorship  to  a  Superintendency. 
In  future  years  the  slowness  of  promotion  to  that  grade  will  be  felt.  There  are 
now  a  number  of  Inspectors,  of  seven  to  eight  years*  service,  and  many  of  five  and 
six  years'  service.  To  the  larger  number,  promotion  appears  almost  hopeless.  Once 
a  Superintendent,  it  is  at  an  end,  and  under  the  present  regulations,  the  pay  is  fixed 
for  all  the  years  of  service,  no  matter  how  long. 

Stagnant  and  hopeless  promotion  is  not  for  the  welfare  of  any  force,  and  there- 
fore the  desirability  of  a  change  in  the  present  regulations  cannot  be  contested.  An 
officer  having  joined  the  force  nas  taken  a  calling,  which  he  cannot  well  relinquish, 
and  all  his  hopes  of  advancement  are  centered  on  it,  in  the  way  of  promotion  and 
increase  of  pay.  It  is  his  ambition  to  succeed  in  his  profession,  out  ambition  with- 
out hope  cannot  exist,  and  therefore  the  stimulant  of  reasonable  promotion  to  cer- 
tain grades,  according  to  length  of  service,  must  be  provided.  This  principle  is 
recognized  in  the  Imperial  service  and  in  the  permanent  corps  of  the  Canadian 
militia.  In  the  latter  a  lieutentant  usually  obtains  a  captaincy  m  five  years,  and  a 
brevet  majority  follows  in  time.  I  am  not  sure  whether  these  ranks  add  increased  pay, 
but  they  certainly  assume  a  more  important  position,  as  the  ranks  of  captain  and 
13—6 
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major  by  long  and  glorious  association  convey  with  them  a  marked  distinction.  If  the 
force  is  compared  with  the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary,  to  which  we  are  perhaps  now 
similar,  it  will  be  found  that  the  position  of  the  officers  in  the  latter  is  much  better 
than  ours. 

The  principle  of  increase  of  pay  according  to  leftgth  of  service  is  recognized, 
and  the  number  of  grades  double  the  number  in  this  force.  In  the  Civil  Service 
Act  of  Canada  the  principles  is  laid  down  by  statute.  A  clerk  has  an  annual  increase 
of  $50,  until  he  attains  the  maximum  of  his  class.  We  pay  the  same  superannuation 
fee,  but  owing  to  no  increase  of  pay  it  bears  immeasuraoly  haixier  on  us  than  on  the 
Civil  Servants,  who  have  their  annual  inciease  and  final  retirement  on  the  pi^ecen- 
tage  based  on  the  increased  salary. 

I  know  that  my  views  will  meet  with  your  approval  in  this  matter,  and  I  trust 
the  attention  of  the  Grovernment  may  be  directed  to  the  subject. 

DISCHARGES. 

A  number  of  men  purchased  their  discharge  during  the  year,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  wait  lonff  periods  for  the  privilege. 

A  quicker  and  surer  way  is  necessary,  and  as  recruits  for  the  force  are  easily 
obtained,  no  strong  objection  can  be  urged. 

ARMS. 

I  would  again  recommend  that  the  "Winchester  carbines  be  thoroughly  over- 
hauled and  re-sighted;  a  new  pattern  sight  should  be  adopted,  and  properly  adjusted 
for  each  carbine. 

ARTILLERY. 

The  old  7-pr.  M.  L.  E.  bronze  gun  at  this  post  has  been  declared  unserviceable 
and  taken  into  store. 

BARRACKS. 

The  barracks  are  in  complete  repair.  The  only  improvement  effected  during 
the  summer  past  was  the  erection  of  a  new  fence.  A  recreation  room,  hospital  and 
magazine  are  required.  The  magazine  is  a  necessitv.  A  Marge  quantity  of  fixed 
ammunition  is  kept  in  the  quartermaster's  store,  which,  in  case  of  fire,  would  be  very 
dangerous. 

Barrack  furniture  has  not  yet  been  provided. 

STABLING. 

The  stabling  is  excellent. 

HORSES. 

During  the  year  five  horses  were  transferred  from  the  division,  four  cast  and 
sold,  and  twenty-three  transferred  to  the  division. 

The  effects  of  the  epidemic  of  last  year  were  noticeable.  Those  horses  which  were 
attacked  by  the  epizootic  never  fully  recovered  their  strength,  and  were  especially 
subject  to  any  change  in  the  weather  or  extra  fatigue. 

The  team  horses  of  this  division  are  very  good  and  sufficient  for  the  work  of  the 
district.  The  saddle  horses  are  chiefly  young,  and  the,  long  trips  of  Jthe  past  summer 
bore  heavily  on  some  of  the  lighter  ones. 

FORAGE. 

The  forage  received  during  the  year  was  very  good,  and  the  cost  very  reasona- 
ble. A  lai'ge  quantity  of  oats  were  received  from  the  Interior  Department,  which 
had  been  returned  in  place  of  seed  grain  issued  to  the  settlers. 
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SADDLERY. 


The  saddlery  is  in  good  order  and  thoroughly  serviceable.     A  partial  supply  of 
superior  numnahs  were  received ;  thii-ty  more  are  required. 


TRANSPORT. 

Both  the  winter  and  summer  tmnsport  is  sufficient  and  serviceable.  A  small 
amount  was  received  during  the  year.  Little  or  none  will  be  required  for  another 
year. 

GENERAL  EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  of  the  division  is  good.  A  number  of  small  articles 
will  be  required,  whicn  are  shown  in  the  estimates  forwarded  with  this  report. 

SAVINGS   BANK. 

The  sum  of  $2,656  was  deposited  in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  by  members 
of  the  division  during  the  year. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

I  would  refer  you  to  my  last  year's  report  for  the  requirements  of  the  post  on 
this  matter. 

DISTRIBUTION. 

The  following  was  the  average  distribution  of  the  division  in  the  district  during 
the  year : — 


Name  of  Post. 

Officers, 

N.  0.  O.'s. 

Constables. 

Total 

Total 
Horses. 

Prince  Albert 

3 

11 

46 
5 
3 

1 
1 

60 
6 
4 
2 
2 

64 

Batoche ; . . . 

6 

Saskatoon 

4 

IVf cKenzie'B  Cro*f**inff ,.,,,..,  ^  r ,,,,.  t , 

2 

IMack's  Crossings 

2 

Total 

3 

15 

56 

74 

78 

You  will  find  attached  to  the  report  the  usual  list  of  ciiminal  cases  disposed  of 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


The  Commissioner, 

N.  W.  M.  Police, 
Begina. 


A.  BO  WEN  PEEKY, 

Superintendent,  Commanding  "  F^'  Division. 
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APPENDIX    H. 


ANNUAJj  EEPOET  OF  SUPBEINTENDENT  GRIESBACH,  COMMAISTDING 

"  G  "  DIVISION. 

Fort  Saskatchewan,  Ist  December,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  30th 
November,  1889.  * 

GENERAL  STATE  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  general  state  of  the  district  under  my  command  is  satisfactory.  No 
crimes  of  seiious  nature  were  committed. 

That  there  are  frequent  breaches  of  the  liquor  laws  is  without  question,  but 
under  the  present  system  this  is  an  evil  hard  to  deal  with. 

Owing  to  drought,  from  which  there  is  a  partial  failure  of  the  crops  this  year, 
the  district  is  not  quite  in  such  a  prosperous  condition  as  is  usually  the  caae,  but 
last  year's  crops  being  above  the  average,  this  will  not  be  seriously  felt. 

To  supply  the  deficiency,  a  larger  cheque  than  usual  was  drawn  on  the  never- 
failing  '*  River  Bank,"  with  what  success  the  following  approximate  statement  and 
statistics  will  show. 

Within  a  radius  of  four  miles  above  and  the  same  distance  below  this  poet,  thirty- 
five  to  forty  men  found  employment  from  about  the  middle  of  April  to  October  this 
year  washing  for  gold  on  the  gravel  bars,  and  from  the  banks  of  our  river  (the 
North  Saskatchewan),  and  from  a  reliable  source  it  is  ascertained  that  between  six 
and  seven  thousand  dollars  was  taken  out  during  that  period,  and  within  the  i-adius 
mentioned. 

A  low  estimate  of  the  total  quantity  of  gold  washed  out  of  the  North  Saskat- 
chewan, say  from  70  miles  above  and  50  miles  below  this  post,  is  placed  at  $20,000 
for  the  season. 

Thus  many  of  our  settlers  earned  enough  to  purchase  their  winter  supplies,  who 
otherwise  might  have  had  difficulty  in  doing  so. 

Quite  a  quantity  of  platinum  is  found  with  the  gold,  but  owing  to  the  minei^ 
not  understanding  its  use  and  value,  they  throw  it  back  into  the  river.  Small  rubies 
are  also  found  in  large  quantities,  and  treatid  in  like  manner. 

Settlers  are  waiting  patiently  for  the  railroad  which  now,  there  is  reason  to  hope, 
will  not  be  long  in  finding  its  way  here.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  all  dele- 
gates and  visitors  that  such  a  country,  with  so  many  natural  resources  and  advantage 
should  have  been  so  long  overlooked. 

When  a  railway  once  pierces  this  northern  district  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  towns  will  rise  up  second  to  none  in  the  west. 

There  have  been  no  prairie  fires  running  in  my  district  since  last  spring,  although 
everything  was  diy  and  parched,  and  high  winds  often  prevailed. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  which  occurred  on  the  19th,  all  danger  from 
this  source  is  over  for  the  season. 

GRIME. 

There  were  no  crimes  of  a  serious  nature  committed  in  my  district  during  the 
past  year.  One  man  named  Smith  was  fined  $200  in  the  early  pai  t  of  the  year 
for  selling  intoxicants,  and  two  others  $50  each.  An  Indian  was  sentenced  to  six 
month*s  imprisonment  with  hard  labor  for  hoi-se  stealing  ;  a  Half-breed  was  fined  at 
Victoria  for  killing  moose  out  of  season,  and  there  was  one  conviction  for  setting  fire 
to  the  prairie. 
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Other  parties  were  proceeded  against  for  the  latter  offence,  but  it  is  very  difficult 
to  bring  the  guilt  home  to  those  responsible ;  hence  the  few  convictions  obtained. 

There  were  several  other  minor  offiences,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
oriminal  return,  but  none  calling  for  special  remark. 

PATROLS  AND   OUTPOSTS. 

The  following  are  the  outposts  from  my  division  : — 

Edmonton, — 18  miles  west  from  Headquarters, 

One  officer,  two  non-commissioned  officers  and  ten  to  fifteen  men,  varying 
according  to  my  strength,  are  stationed  at  Edmonton. 

This  detachment  patrols  south  beyond  Black  Mud  Creek,  north-west  to  Stoney 
Plains,  Lac  St.  Anne,  St.  Albert,  Riviere  qui  Barre,  &c. 

Victorm. — 60  miles  north-east  from  Headquarters. 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  constable  have  been  stationed  up  to  last 
month  at  this  post,  when,  by  your  order,  they  were  withdrawn  for  the  winter. 

They  patrolled  north-east  as  far  as  Saddle  Lake,  30  miles,  to  "  Bear's  Ears  " 
Eeserve  at  "  Wah-set-en-ow,"  18  miles,  and  south-east  to  Egg  Lake,  8  miles  distant. 

Peace  Hills. — 60  7niles  south-west  from  Headquarters. 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  one  constable  were  stationed  here  till  the 
middle  of  September,  when  they  were  withdrawn  for  the  winter  by  yom*  orders. 

This  detachment  has  been  replaced  by  a  flying  patrol,  who  keep  continually 
travelliri^,  as  the  weather  permits,  between  E  Imonton  and  Wolfe  Creek,  where  they 
are  met  by  the  Red  Deer  patrol. 

Bed  Deer. — 100  miles  south  from  Headquarters. 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  five  constables  are  stationed  at  this  place,  who 
escort  the  mail  going  north  and  south,  patrol  the  Little  Red  Deer  settlement,  25  miles 
west,  Buffalo  Lake,  35  miles  east,  Blindman's  Settlement,  8  miles  north,  and  Stoney 
Reserve,  Wolfe  Creek,  40  miles  north. 

St.  Albert. — 18  miles  north-west  from  Headquarters. 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  two  constables  are  stationed  at  St.  Albert,  who 
patrol  the  settlement  there,  which  extends  for  several  miles,  also  the  Stoney  Plain, 
Kivi^re  qui  Barre,  and  other  reserves  in  their  district. 

This  detachment  has  done  good  work. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  map,  this  district  has  been  thoroughly 
patrolled,  and  ftrom  the  reports  of  parties  in  charge,  is  in  a  most  orderly  and  satis- 
factory state. 

A  special  patrol  was  sent  to  Beaver  Lake,  and  from  there  across  to  Battle  River 
to  the  "  Selway  "  settlement,  returning  by  the  Bear's  Hills  Reserve  and  Calgary  trail. 
All  settlers  were  interviewed,  and  no  complaints  of  any  kind  were  made.  The  roads 
were  good,  but  water  scarce,  all  swamps  and  many  creeks  being  dried  up. 

A  special  patrol  was  also  sent  to  Lac  la  Biche  to  look  generally  into  the  state 
of  that  portion  of  the  district,  and  more  particularly  to  enquire  into  certain  rumora 
which  were  afloat  charging  that  intoxicauits  were  being  manufactured,  and  that 
much  gambling  was  going  on  there. 

After  a  thorough  investigation,  the  patrol  party  remaining  some  time  at  the 
place,  it  was  found  that  the  rumors  were  uufounded  as  regards  the  intoxicants,  but 
no  doubt  there  is  a  good  deal  of  Indian  gambling,  which  cannot  be  hindered. 

This  patrol,  on  the  return  trip,  picked  up  an  insane  man  named  Coyle,  found 
wandering  about  looking  for  Lord  Lonsdale.  He  was  brought  in  to  headquarters, 
and  is  still  here,  a  hopeless  case,  I  fear. 
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Wood  and  water  were  plentiful  on  the  more  northern  line  of  this  patrol. 

Patrols  from  Lac  St.  Anne  and  the  north-western  portion  of  the  district  report 
bush  fires  still  burning,  and  large  quantities  of  valuable  timber  destroyed.  Nothing 
but  deep  snow  can  stop  this  devastation.  Wood  along  these  routes  is  plentifnl,  but 
water  is  only  found  in  the  larger  lakes  and  creeks. 

Patrols  to  Buffalo  Lake,  Quill  Lakes,  Lone  Pine,  Little  Bed  Deer,  Wolf  Creek, 
and  Blind  Man  were  made  from  the  the  Red  Deer  detachment,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  case  of  house  bieaking  at  Little  Red  Deer,  which  is  being  investigated,  no 
complaints  of  any  moment  were  hard. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  whole  district  is  quiet  and  orderly. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   INDIAN   DEPARTMENT 

The  annuity  money  was  escorted  from  Calgary  and  distributed  to  the  Indian 
agents  at  Battle  River,  Stony  Plain,  and  Saddle  Lake  reserves. 

Escorts  were  fUmished  to  agents  Deballinhard,  Lucas  and  Mitchell  during  the 
payments,  which  all  passed  oif  quietly  and  orderly.  Nothing  occurred  calling  for 
special  comment. 

DISCIPLINE    AND    CONDUCT. 

The  discipline  and  conduct  of  the  division  has  been  fair. 
Number  of  entries  in  the  defaulters*  book,  55. 
Total  amount  of  fines  imposed,  $242.20. 
Four  men  were  punished  by  imprisonment. 

DRILL  AND   TARGET  PRACTICE. 

The  annual  drill  and  target  practice  was  carried  on,  and  all  members  of  my 
command  went  through  the  usual  course,  with  a  few  exceptions. 

The  reasons  of  these  exceptions  are  attributable  to  sickness,  inability  to  ride, 
&c.,  and  are  set  forth  opposite  their  names,  in  the  "  Remarks  "  column  of  the  returns. 

The  carbine  practice  was  better  than  last  year,  showing  an  average  of  56*40 
per  cent. 

Two  of  my  men,  Sergt.  Davidson  and  Staff  Sergt.  Joyce,  made  307  and  303, 
respectively,  out  of  the  possible  360. 

Owing  to  my  being  somewhat  weak  in  strength,  and  the  amount  of  patrol, 
outposl,  and  other  special  duties  required  to  be  done,  my  division  has  not  received 
as  much  drill  as  would  have  otherwise  been  the  case,  and  as  I  would  have  liked. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  general  physique  of  the  division  is  as  will  be  seen  by  the  figui*es  below 
good,  the  average  heijght  being  5  feet  8  inches,  and  chest  measurement,  37J  in. 

RECRUITS. 

There  were  no  recruits  taken  on  in  my  division  during  the  year. 
Seven  men  re-engaged. 

HEALTH. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  health  of  the  division  was  not  very  satis- 
factory, there  being  several  serious  cases  of  quinsy,  the  cause  for  which  was,  no 
doubt,  owing  to  the  very  changeable  weather.  However,  that  all  passed  during  the 
summer,  and  I  have  now  an  empty  hospital,  and  a  clean  bill  of  health  all  round. 

An  accidental  shooting  case  was  successfully  treated  by  Dr.  Tofield,  and  the 
patient  was  perfectly  cured  within  one  month  of  the  accident. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  issued  to  the  men  are  of  the  best  quality,  but  owing  to  the  &ilure  of 
the  potato  crop  and  the  extraordinary  high  price,  potatoes  are  only  issued  on 
alternate  days,  beans  being  issued  in  their  place. 
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ARMS  AND  ARTILLERY. 

There  is  no  artillery  connected  with  my  division. 

With  regard  to  the  small  arms,  the  result  of  a  special  inspection  of  carbines 
showed  that  a  great  many  are  honeycombed  and  otherwise  used  up,  and  in  my  opinion 
should  be  replaced  by  a  stronger  and  more  servicable  arm  (a  true  carbine),  with 
less  mechanism  about  it,  and  which  would  be  handier  to  carry  on  horseback. 

The  revolvers  are  all  in  good  order,  and  are  a  good  hard-shooting  weapon. 

DESERTIONS. 

I  have  no  desertions  to  report. 

SAVINGS   BANK  DEPOSITS. 

Numberof  depositors  for  the  year,  229;  amount  deposited,  $3,880.28.  Average 
number  of  depositors  per  month,  19  ;  average  amount  deposited  per  month,  $323.35. 

INSPECTION  OF   THE   DIVISION. 

The  division  and  its  outposts  were  inspected  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  on 
the  12th,  13th  and  14th  of  August  last,  and  by  Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton  on 
28th  November. 

HORSES. 

The  horses  of  the  division  are  generally  in  good  and  serviceable  condition,  but 
owing  to  the  loss  of  twelve  by  the  fire  which  occun-ed  at  Edmonton  on  the  4th 
September  last,  and  also  the  probable  necessity  to  replace  some  horses  which  are 
liaole  to  be  cast  in  the  spring,  about  twenty  re-mounts  will  be  required  to  complete. 

The  re-mounts  supplied  last  spring  are  of  a  fairly  good  stamp  ;  but,  owing  either 
to  some  defect  in  breeding,  or  it  may  be  from  the  treatment  necessary  to  break 
them,  five  are  unsound  in  the  legs— either  in  the  hocks,  or  in  the  fetlock 
joints. 

Amongst  the  re-mounts  should  be  three  good  chunky  teams. 

The  division  lost  fourteen  horses  by  death  during  the  year — twelve  were 
burnt  by  the  fire  which  occurred  at  Edmonton,  one  died  from  inflamation  of  the 
brain,  one  died  from  inflamation  of  the  bowels. 

The  distance  covered  by  the  horses  of  my  division  during  the  year  was  184,369 
miles,  per  return  herewith.   (Not  pnnted.) 

HARNESS  AND   SADDLERY. 

The  harness  of  the  division  is  in  good  order,  but  much  worn,  and  three  sets  of 
heavy  harness  are  required  to  replace  some  that  will  have  to  be  condemned. 

The  saddlery  is  in  fair  condition,  and  will  last  another  year  with  repairs;  but,  as 
I  stated  last  year,  a  saddle  that  will  admit  of  the  men  carrying  more  weight,  so  as 
to  be  more  independent  of  transport,  is  much  required. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  of  the  Division  is  in  good  order,  but  a  new  light  spring  waggoi) 
for  patrol  work  is  required  to  complete. 

FORAQE. 

The  oats  supplied  by  contractoi^s  are  of  the  best  quality,  and  are  grown  in  the 
dibtrict. 

The  hay,  considenng  the  dry  season,  is  veiy  good^  In  addition  to  the  new  hay. 
I  have  still  some  of  last  year's,  which  1  am  now  using,  and  which,  owing  to  gooa 
stacking  and  salting  at  the  time  of  putting  up,  is  in  excellent  condition. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


88 


STABLES. 

The  stables  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  require  to  be  re-built  on  fresh  ground. 

This  is  a  necessity,  and  should  be  done  next  year;  otherwise,  the  health  of  the 
horses  will  suffer,  the  bottom  Iocs  and  foundation  being  rotten. 

The  new  stable  rented  at  Edmonton  is  in  good  condition,  but  will,  I  think,  be 
cold. 

At  both  Eed  Deer  and  St.  Albert  the  stabling  is  good. 

QENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  of  the  division  is  in  good  and  serviceable  condition,  and 
at  the  present  strength,  is  equal  to  the  requirements ;  but  should  my  division  be 
raised  to  its  full  compliment  of  men  and  horses  it  would  then  be  hardly  adequate. 

BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

At  Fort  Saskatchewan,  a  new  ban'ack  room  60  ft.  by  20  ft.  has  been  built,  and  in  now 
occupied.     It  is  well  built  and  will,  I  think,  be  both  healthy  and  comfortable. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  building,  improvmente  and  repairs  effected 
during  the  year  1889  : — See  Supt.  Cotton*s  report,  Appendix  B. 

At  Edmonton  new  quarters  have  been  rented  from  Mr.  Macleod,  which  will  be 
warm  and  comfortable. 

At  Eed  Deer  and  St.  Albert  the  quarters  are  good. 

The  result  of  the  work  done  will  be  to  give  more  room,  better  ventilation,  better 
light  and  better  accommodation  in  every  way,  and  will  add  materially  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  men. 

Barrack  furniture  is  made  and  supplied  within  the  division.  Iron  cots  would  be 
a  great  improvement  to  the  rooms,  and  I  timst  they  will  shortly  be  supplied. 

FUEL. 

Wood  is  burnt  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  and  costs  from  $1.49  to  $1.60  per  cord. 
This  includes  the  dues,  25  cents  per  cord. 

From  the  fires  which  have  run  the  past  few  years,  large  quantities  of  cotton 
wood  and  poplar  have  been  converted  into  dry  wood,  but  contractors  have  to  hanl  it 
from  six  to  eight  miles. 

Coal  is  used  at  Edmonton  for  all  purposes,  except  cooking,  for  which  a  small 
contract  is  let. 

The  coal  costs  $2.70  per  ton  delivered. 

I  have  also  piled  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  some  120  cords  of  wood  which  will  be 
suitable  for  firewood  next  winter. 

This  was  cut  by  distressed  Half-breeds  last  winter,  in  return  for  relief  rations. 

TELEPHONES. 

One  telephone  is  in  use  in  my  division,  between  the  telegraph  office,  Edmonton, 
and  the  police  barracks. 

TELEGRAPH  LINES. 

There  is  onlv  one  telegraph  line  in  my  district,  from  Edmonton  vid  Fort  Sas- 
katchewan and  Victoria  to  Qu'Appelle. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

There  is  no  fire  engine  in  connection  with  my  post.  All  buildings  have  roof 
ladders,  and  are  supplied  with  water  pails,  hand  grenades  and  fire  axes,  besides  which 
there  are  twelve  household  fire-extinguishers  and  one  Babcock,  distributed  so  as  to  be 
aa  effective  as  possible. 

The  men  have  been  fVequently  instructed  in  fire  drill  exercise,  and  each  detailed 
to  his  particular  duty  in  case  of  fire. 
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WATBR  SUPPLY. 

The  water  used  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  and  Edmonton  is  good,  and  is  taken  from 
the  Saskatchewan  River,  for  the  most  part.  There  are  wells  at  both  posts,  but  the 
water  being  hard,  is  not  so  good  as  the  river  water  for  general  purposes. 

ROADS  AND   BBIDQBS. 

The  roads  in  all  parts  of  the  district  have  been,  for  the  past  year,  of  the  best, 
and  the  bridging  of  streams  much  in  advance  of  last  year. 

The  bridges  on  the  Calgary  trail  are  all  in  first  class-order,  with  the  exception 
of  the  one  over  Wolfe  Creek,  which  requires  renewing. 

Year  after  year  shows  great  improvements  in  the  Athabaska  trail,  and  at  present 
two  new  and  substantial  bridges  are  being  built  over  the  Vermillion  and  Stur- 
geon livers  respectively,  which,  in  view  of  the  ever  increasing  traffic  with  the  north, 
will  be  a  great  convenience  to  freighters  and  others. 

The  trail  leading  north  by  Victoria  to  Lac  la  Biche  (160  miles)  is  singularly- 
devoid  of  bridges,  and,  what  there  are,  are  mostly  dangerous  and  useless,  although 
there  are  more  streams  on  this  route  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  district. 

The  bridge  on  White  Mud  Creek,  between  Victoria  and  Saddle  Lake,  built  by  the 
Indian  Department,  was  carried  away  by  ice  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  has 
never  been  replaced.     This  is  a  very  dangerous  stream  in  high  water. 

Most  other  generally-used  trails  in  the  district  being  now  fairly  well  bridged, 
this  I  think  is  the  next  that  should  have  the  attention  of  those  concerned. 

FBRBIES. 

There  are  three  chartered  fernes  in  this  district — one  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  one 
at  Edmonton  and  one  at  Eed  Deei^ — all  of  which  are  in  good  working  order.  As  recom- 
mended last  year,  a  ferry  at  Victoria  would  be  a  great  convenience,  both  to  the 
general  public  and  the  police,  as  the  road  trom  here  to  Victoria  on  the  south  side  of 
Sie  river,  besides  being  better  than  the  one  on  the  north,  having  only  three  creeks 
to  cross,  one  of  which  is  well  bridged,  is  considerably  shorter.  Freighters  from 
Calgary  could  then  proceed  directly  to  Saddle  Lake  and  the  Lac  la  Biche  district 
ri^  Victoria,  shortening  the  route  considerably. 

LIQUOB  LAWS. 

The  present  liquor  laws  are  both  easy  to  evade  and  hard  to  enforce.  That  the 
system  must  be  altered  is  the  general  opinion,  both  of  the  public  and  the  enforcei'S 
of  the  law. 

Whether  a  high  license,  or  what  other  regulations  should  be  made,  is  not  in  my 
province  to  discuss ;  but,  should  the  present  system  be  continued,  I  am  of  opinion, 
and  have  to  recommend,  that  parties  applying  for  permits  should  be  more 
particularly  verified,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  permits  are  granted  in  the 
names  of  people  who  have  never  applied  for  them,  and  whose  names  are  used  with- 
out their  Knowledge  by  parties  who  thus  obtain  liquor  which  is  used  for  traffic. 
Another  reason  is  that  there  are  always  those  to  be  found  who  are  ready  at  any  time 
to  lend  their  names  to  saloon  keepers,  who  will  use  them  in  the  same  manner  and 
for  the  same  pui-pose. 

8ETTLEBS. 

Quite  a  number  of  new  settlers  have  come  in  during  the  year,  and  it  is  expected 
that  next  year  there  will  be  a  decided  influx  of  immigration. 

The  district  has  been  visited  by  delegates,  practical  farmers,  from  both  Eastern 
Canada  and  Dakota,  who  all  expressed  wonder  and  surprise  at  the  vast  natural 
resources  and  advantages  of  this  northern  belt-^the  richness  of  the  soil,  the 
unbounded  wealth  of  coal,  timber,  rails,  hay  and  other  facilities  for  farming. 
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Though  drought  visited  the  district  this  year,  the  first  time  in  many  years, 
thanks  to  the  abundant  harvest  of  last  year  the  eifect  has  not  been  seriously  felt,  as 
has  been  the  case  iu  Dakota,  where  numbers  have  been  ruined,  and  many  of  whom, 
we  are  informed  by  the  delegates  from  that  territory,  will  come  north  and  make  a 
fresh  start  in  our  district  in  the  coming  year. 

An  Icelandic  settlement  has  been  commenced  at  Little  Red  Deer,  which,  from 
all  reports,  is  in  a  fairly  flourishing  condition,  and  likely  to  increase  rapidly,  those 
already  there  being  well  satisfied  with  their  prospects. 

Railway  communication  of  course,  is  required  to  properly  settle  the  district, 
and  when  that  arrives — and  there  is  reason  to  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant — ^along 
and  steady  stream  of  immigration  may  be  expected  to  flow  in. 

RANCHING  PR08PB0T8. 

The  ranching  prospects  of  the  country  are  excellent  for  cattle,  sheep  and  hoi-ses. 
The  pastures  are  of  tne  finest  in  the  North- West.  Hay  and  water  is  abundant. 
Horses  can  range  most  of  the  winter,  there  being  everywhere  good  shelter  in  the 
bluffs  of  Cottonwood  and  thick  willows. 

QAME. 

The  game  in  this  district  consists  of  moose,  elk  and  jumping  deer,  bear,  beaver, 
otter,  lynx,  foxes,  wolves,  wolverines,  coyotes,  mink,  raboits,  rats,  &c.,  cranes,  prairie 
chicken,  partridge,  geese,  waveys  and  ducks.  There  is  also  whitefish,  sturgeon, 
jackfish,  &c.,  to  he  found  in  the  lakes  and  streams. 

Big  game,  which  is  not  so  plentiful,  will  no  doubt  in  a  short  time  become  veiy 
scarce. 

This,  though  applying  to  all  kinds  of  deer  and  fur-bearing  animals,  and  arising 
from  the  same  cause,  refers  particularly  to  the  beaver. 

This  animal,  one  of  the  most  prolific  of  its  kind,  the  for  most  valuable,  and  the 
meat  the  best  of  food,  is  fast  becoming  exterminated  by  the  heedless  and  wanton 
destruction  of  both  old  and  young  in  the  breeding  season. 

Not  only  is  the  killing  of  the  old  in  the  breeding  season  one  of  the  worst  features 
of  the  case,  but  also  the  killing  of  the  young  at  any  time,  without  regaiti  to  age  or 
size,  and  I  wo  ild  suggest  that  it  be  made  an  indictable  offence  to  kill  beaver  under 
an  ago  to  be  stipulated,  or  what  is  called  "  kitten  beaver." 

1  cannot  express  myself  too  strongly  on  this  subject,  bearing  as  it  does  on  that 
already  sufficiently  intricate  question,  the  future  welfare  of  the  Half-breed  and  Indian. 
If  something  is  not  done,  and  done  quickly  too,  toprevent  the  wholesale  distruction 
of  game,  a  few  years  must  see  the  end,  and  the  Half-breed  and  Indian  of  the  north 
must  lose  a  source  of  income  and  food  which  has  hitherto  been  his  greatest  standby, 
and  of  the  thick  bush  Indian,  his  very  existence. 

Inspector  Piercy  who  lately  visited  the  north  and  lake  part  of  my  district,  the 
home  of  the  whitefish,  reports  on  the  fish  question  as  follows : — 

**  Fish. — This  is  a  matter  that  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  at 
once.  From  what  I  can  learn  the  fish  are  becoming  less  every  year,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent rate  it  will  be  a  matter  of  only  a  very  few  yeare  until  the  whitefish  will  be  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

"The  practice  amongst  the  Indians  has  been  to  learn  the  spawning  season,  which 
they  do  to  the  very  day,  when'the  fish  come  into  shallow  water  and  are  there  caught. 

"  Thev  know  nothing  al>but  deep-water  fishing,  but  this  could  very  easily  be 
remedied  by  sending  fishery  instructors  to  the  different  reserves." 

Partridge  and  prairie  chickens  are  fairly  plentiful,  and  duck  would  be  unlimited 
in  number  were  it  not  for  the  manner  in  which  roving  bands  of  Indians  get  into  their 
homes,  destroy  their  eggs  and  beat  down  the  young  b^ore  they  are  able  to  fly,  with 
the  aid  of  dogs  and  sticks,  to  say  nothing  of  their  killing  in  the  same  manner  the  old 
in  the  moulting  season. 
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Eabbits  are  moie  plentiful  this  season  than  last,  and  will  now  increase  from  year 
to  year,  until  they  become  almost  a  pest.  They  then,  in  like  manner  decrease,  until 
they  almost  disappear. 

In  regard  to  the  destruction  of  deer  and  fur-bearing  animals,  T  beg  to  suggest 
that  stringent  measures  be  taken  for  their  protection  during  the  close  season. 

Besponsible  game  guardians  should  be  appointed,  and  Indian  agents  instructed 
to  advise  and  counsel  the  Indians  against  these  practices,  and  every  endeavor 
made  to  prevent  what  will  eventually  become  a  great  calamity. 

In  regai'd  to  the  destruction  of  whitefish,  Inspector  Piercy,  in  his  report,  suggests 
a  remedy. 

As  to  the  gathering  of  ducks*  eggs,  and  the  slaughtenug  of  young  ducks,  I 
would  suggest  that  no  Indians  be  granted  passes  to  leave  their  reserves,  except  on 
special  and  stated  business,  during  the  breeding  season,  as  laid  down  in  the 
ordinance. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  on  the  different  reserves  are,  and  have  been  during  the  past  vear, 
orderly  and  contented.  Very  little  crime  has  been  committed  by  them,  and  few 
complaints  made. 

In  June  last  two  head  of  cattle  were  killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  Stoney  Plain 
Reserve.  The  guilty  parties  were  aiTcsted  and  brought  before  Indian  Agent 
Deballinhard,  who  took  the  evidence,  and  the  matter  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Indian  Depai'tment  for  disposal. 

It  is  no  use  disguising  the  fact  that  their  crops  have  for  the  most  part  failed, 
and  that  they  will  be  hard  up  the  coming  winter. 

Their  general  health,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  has  been  better  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

PRAIRIE   FIRES. 

This  is  a  most  serious  subject,  affecting  as  it  does  all  classes  of  the  community. 
From  the  destructive  power  of  the  prairie  tire,  the  difficulty  in  preventing  and  con- 
trolling It  is  a  matter  surrounded  by  danger  and  difficulties. 

Of  late  years  they  have  become  more  powerful,  and  of  greater  extent.  This 
can  be  accounted  for  in  my  district,  no  doubt,  from  the  great  number  of  sloughs, 
creeks,  lakes  and  swamps,  which  used  to  be  full  of  water,  being  now  dry.  These 
need  to  act  as  a  great  protection,  and  were  a  great  aid  in  "  heading  off"  fires',  but 
which  now,  being  full  of  long  dry  grass  in  place  of  water,  have  the  opposite  effect. 

Apart  from  the  damage  and  loss  to  settlei*s,  the  country  at  large  sutfere  in  its 
vital  pai'ts.  Large  groves  of  poplar  and  Cottonwood,  valuable  as  building  timber 
and  fence  rails,  are  converted  into  dry  wood,  which,  falling  with  the  high  winds 
decays  and  rots. 

In  the  heavy  pine  and  tamarac  districts  great  damage  has  been  done,  and  vast 
quantities  of  valuable  timber  burnt.  The  difficulty  in  these  districts  is  from  the  fire 
eating  deep  down  through  moss  and  decayed  matter  into  the  ground,  and  so  is  never 
properly  extinguisfied  until  visited  by  continuous  rains  or  deep  snow. 

These  fires  also  do  much  damage  to  hay  grounds  when  they  run  in  the  fall. 
At  that  time  of  the  j'^ear,  the  ground  being  very  dry,  the  roots  are  injui'ed  and 
destroyed  by  the  action  of  the  fire. 

Travelling  is  rendered  difficult  for  want  of  feed.  I  have  seen  the  Calgary  trail 
so  burnt  that  it  was  hai*d  to  find  a  camp  for  a  small  outfit. 

It  behooves,  therefore,  all  classes  to  use  the  greatest  precautions  on  all  occasions 
to  prevent  what  once  started  is  difficult  to  arrest,  and  the  end  of  which  cannot  be 
foreseen. 

From  the  beginning  of  March  to  the  middle  of  May,  more  particularly  during 
March,  almost  the  entire  district  was  burnt;  fires  raged  in  all  directions — north, 
south,  east  and  west.  In  most  cases  they  were  seen  in  the  distance  for  days  before 
they  came  anywhere  near,  and  it  is  impossible  to  state  where  they  commenced  or 
how  they  originated. 
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The  members  of  "G"  Divison  did  good  service  in  the  vicinities  of  Fort  Sas- 
katchewan, Edmonton  and  St.  Albert,  and  I  may  state  that  during  the  month  of 
March  many  of  the  settlers  Owe  the  saving  of  their  barns,  fencing,  stables,  and  in 
some  cases  their  hoases,  to  the  exertions  of  the  police.  At  that  time  teams  were 
kept  harnessed  and  ready  to  be  hitched  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  wet  bags  were  kept 
in  waggons  ready  for  immediate  use.  Mounted  parties  were  also  sent  to  the  more 
distant  fires. 

Notwithstanding  ail  these  precautions  however,  much  pi^operty  was  lost  and 
several  buildings  destroyed,  including  a  grist  mill,  Indian  houses  on  the  Stony  Plain 
Eeserve,  also  hay,  fencing,  &c.,  the  property  of  people  living  at  too  great  a  distance 
for  the  police  to  be  of  service. 

The  men  stationed  at  headquarters  were  out  on  many  occasions. 

The  detachment  at  Edmonton  were  out  five  times,  on  one  of  which  occasions  the 
town  of  Edmonton  was  threatened. 

The  St.  Albert  detachment  were  out  four  times,  and  did  good  service. 

Dunng  the  time  mentioned  high  winds  prevailed,  and  everything  being  in  such  a 
dry  state,  not  the  least  resistance  was  offered  to  the  flames.  Fires  which  were 
thought  to  be  extinguished  would  break  out  again,  and  this  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  of  their  eating  into  the  ground  and  starting  up  again  at  the  first  high 
wind. 

Causes. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  prairie  fires  are  sometimes  commenced  by  farmers, 
ignorant  or  careless  of  the  danger  of  putting  out  fire  to  clean  out  their  fields,  and 
also  to  burn  out  th^  old  bottom  from  their  hay  grounds,  as  also  by  freighters  leaving 
their  fires  along  the  ti*ail  not  thoroughly  extinguished. 

These  cases  are  extremely  difficult  to  bring  home  to  the  guilty  parties,  and 
account  for  the  few  convictions  made. 

Another  cause,  and  I  think  a  very  frequent  one,  is  fi*om  the  manner  in  which 
Indians  out  hunting  load  their  guns,  using  ojd  rags  and  other  inflammable  material 
for  wadding.  This  kind  of  wadding  becomes  ignited  from  the  powder,  and  being 
left  smouldeiing,  no  doubt  in  many  cases  accounts  for  fires  breaking  out  in  outrof-the- 
way  places. 

There  are  many  other  causes,  but  I  think  these  are  the  chief. 

To  this  subject  I  have  given  most  particular  attention.  All  patrol  parties  and 
detachments  have  strict  and  snecial  instructions  with  regaixi  to  it. 

I  caused  copies  of  the  ordinance  bearing  on  prairie  fires  to  be  distributed,  and 
everything  possible  was  done  to  combat  this  dangerous  element. 

BELIEF   TO   HALF-BREEDS. 

Fewer  Half-breeds  applied  for  and  received  relief  last  winter  than  the  winter 
before. 

The  system  of  exacting  work  for  relief  rations  works  well,  and  I  cannot  suggest 
any  better.     The  accounts  forwarded  to  you  will  bear  me  out. 

Demands  for  relief  are  already  coming  in.  The  failure  of  the  crops,  more  par- 
ticularly the  potato  crop,  will  be  severely  felt  by  this  class  of  the  community,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  help  will  again  have  to  be  extended  to  them  in  some  shape  or 
another. 

Forwarded  with  this  report  are  the  following  returns,  &c,  viz. : — 
Eetum  of  cases  disposed  of  during  the  year. 
Mileage  return — (not  printed). 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  GRIESBACH, 
Superintendent  Commanding  "  Q  "  Division, 
The  Commissioner  N.  W.  M.  Police, 
Begina,  Assa. 
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APPENDIX  J. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  SUPEEINTENDENT  JAEVIS,  COMMANDING 

"  B  "  DIVISION. 

Eegina,  30th  November,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  work  done  by 
the  division  under  my  command  for  the  year  ending  to-day. 

The  headquarters  of  the  division  remained  at  Eegina  during  the  winter,  and 
there  were  seven  detachments  distributed  over  the  Wood  Mountain  and  Moose 
Mountain  districts,  as  detailed  in  my  last  annual  report.  The  party  sent  to  Mani- 
toba last  fall  remained  there  during  the  winter. 

Having  received  your  orders  to  recommence  the  summer  patrols,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  division  marched  from  Eegina  on  29th  April,  arriving  at  Wood 
Mountain  on  4th  May.  Inspector  McGibbon  withdrew  his  detachments  from  Mani- 
toba and  marched  them  to  Wood  End,  where  they  arrived  on  2nd  May. 

GENERAL    STATE   OP   DISTRICT,     AND   CRIME. 

The  few  settlers  scattered  over  this  part  of  the  North-West  Territories  are 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens.   There  has  been  no  crime  in  the  district. 

^  PATROLS   AND   OUTPOSTS. 

The  whole  district  was  thoroughly  patrolled  from  4th  May  to  9th  November, 
but  with  difficulty  during  the  last  two  months,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water  and 
feed.  Outposts  were  established  at  Willow  Bunch,  at  Wood  End,  Alameda'  and 
Cannington.  During  the  fall  a  detachment  was  also  stationed  at  Pinto  Horse  Butte, 
50  miles  west  of  Wood  Mountain  post.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  wood  and  water 
at  Pinto  Horse  Butte,  and  I  propose  to  build  a  hut  and  a  stable  there  next  year. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THE   INDIAN   DEPARTMENT. 

Weekly  visits  were  paid  to  the  Indian  reserves  on  Moose  Mountain  hy  the  men 
stationed  at  Cannington.    There  are  no  other  treatj'  Indians  in  this  district. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THE   CUSTOMS   DEPARTMENT. 

Duty  has  been  collected  along  the  frontier  for  the  Customs  Department. 

The  detachments  stationed  in  Manitoba  last  fall  and  winter  for  the  prevention 
of  smuggling  along  the  southern  boundaiy  of  the  Province  were  withdrawn  at  the 
end  of  April.  It  was  soon  found  however,  that  their  presence  in  Manitoba  had 
become  a  necessity,  and  theywere  ordered  back  again  in  June.  Early  in  July  more 
men  were  sent  east  from  Wood  Mountain  to  patrol  the  country  l)etween  Turtle 
Mountain,  the  Souris,  and  the  Antler,  with  headquarters  at  Sourisford. 

The  Hon.  Mackenzie  Bowell,  Minister  of  Customs,  accompanied  by  Mi\  Parmalee, 
Assistant  Commissioner,  and  Capt.  G.  H.  Young,  Inspector  of  Ports,  visited  this 
district  in  September.  Transport  was  furnished  by  this  division  from  Deloraine, 
Man.,  to  Kennedy's  post  on  Milk  River,  a  distance  of  600  miles,  and  the  party  was 
accompanied  by  an  officer  all  the  way. 

The  international  boundary  line  is  now  watched  by  this  division  in  the  interests 
of  the  Customs  Department,  from  Ehineland,  Man.,  to  the  White  Mud  River,  a  dis- 
tance of  520  miles. 
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DI8CIPLINB   AND   CONDUCT. 

The  discipline  and  conduct  of  the  membei's  of  this  division  have  been  very  good, 
the  number  of  charges  being  small  and  invariably  of  a  minor  nature.  The  good 
conduct  of  these  men  is  all  the  more  commendable  when  it  is  considered  they  are 
distributed  over  a  large  area  by  twos  and  threes,  that  they  are  largely  dependent  on 
their  own  resources  and  sense  of  what  is  right,  and  that  many  of  them  are  far  removed 
from  the  immediate  control  of  a  superior  officer. 

DRILL    AND   TARGET   PRACTICE. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  men  together  at  any  one  time  in  this  distj-ict, 
there  was  but  little  opportunity  for  drill.  A  subdivision  having  been  ordered  to 
Regina  at  the  time  of  the  Goveraor  Geuerars  visit,  they  were  got  together  by  drafts 
on  the  various  outposts. 

Dismounted  target  practice  was  carried  on  from  time  to  time  whenever  men 
were  available,  and  was  completed  by  about  one  half  the  division.  As  there  was  but 
little  preliminary  practice,  the  result  is  scarcely  a  fair  test  of  the  shooting  of  the 
division.  In  some  cases  men  could  only  fire  at  a  few  ranges  at  a  time  and  several  weeks 
would  elapse  before  they  i-eturned  to  the  post  to  complete  the  course. 

The  air  was  full  of  heavy  smoke  all  summer,  which  interfered  considerably  with 
the  shooting  at  the  longer  ranges. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  is  generally  good,  the  average  being  considerably  over  the  standard. 
The  memoers  of  this  division,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  well  fitted  to  stand  the 
hardships  of  prairie  life. 

RECRUITS. 

Several  reciniits  joined  during  the  winter  at  Regina,  some  of  them  being  posted 
to  this  division  as  soon  as  they  joined  the  force.  Some  of  these  were  subsequently 
transferred  to  other  divisions,  leaving  nine  recruits  on  the  strength  when  iiie  division 
marched  out  for  the  summer  work.  These  men  have  behaved  well,  but  being  so 
much  away  from  their  division  headquarters  have  not  had  many  opportunities  for 
instruction  and  cannot  be  expected  to  know  much  about  the  duties  requii'ed  of  them. 
The  peculiar  situation  of  this  division  demands  experienced  men  only. 

HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  division  has  been  good,  the  only  serious  case  of  illness 
being  that  ofEe^.  No.  2021  Const,  A.  Campbell,  who  was  laid  up  for  three  months  with 
typho-malarial  fever,  but  is  now  convalescent. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  issued  this  year  have  been  of  good  quality  and  ample  quantity.  The 
beef  and  potatoes,  which  are  purchased  at  Wood  Mountain  and  Willow  Bunch,  can- 
not be  surpassed. 

In  Manitoba  good  board  has  been  obtained  for  all  the  detachments  at  various 
farm  houses  and  hotels. 

A  free  issue  of  dried  vegetables  and  oatmeal  should  be  made  I  think,  to  all  out- 
posts drawing  rations  during  the  winter. 

KITS  AND   CLOTHING. 

The  clothing  and  kits  of  this  division  are  in  good  order,  but  several  issues  are 
in  arrears.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  regimental  breeches.  I  have  been 
unable  to  procure  the  larger  sizes,  which  are  so  much  required. 

Some  of  the  calf-skin  coats  are  still  in  use.  but  are  a  worthless  article,  and  should 
be  exchanged  for  something  more  serviceable,  particularly  in  the  case  of  men 
wintering  out. 

I  again,  suggest  that  issues  of  clothing  should  only  be  made  on  a  fixed  date 
annually,  to  the  whole  force  or  by  divisions.  A  great  deal  of  clerical  work  would  be 
saved,  and  all  the  clothing  being  of  the  same  age  and  pattern  would  make  a  better 
appearance. 
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ARMS  AND   ARTILLERY. 

There  is  no  artillery  attached  to  this  division.  The  Winchester  carbines  in  use 
are  gradually  deteriorating  from  age,  and  require  more  and  more  repairs  each  succeed- 
ing year.  It  is  surprising  that  they  have  lasted  as  well  as  they  have,  considering  the 
rough  usage  to  which  they  are  necessanly  subject,  and  the  few  opportunities  of 
taking  proper  care  of  them.  I  am  of  opinion  they  should  be  gradually  replaced  by 
a  more  eificient  weapon. 

The  Enfield  revolver  now  in  use  are  in  good  order,  and  are  suitable  to  the 
requirements  of  the  force.  The  ammunition  received  this  year  has  all  turned  out 
good. 

TRANSFERS,   DISCHARQES  AND   DESERTIONS. 

Twenty-nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  and  seven  horses  have  been 
transfewed  to  this  division,  and  thirty-one  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  and 
twelve  horses  from  it. 

The  number  of  discharges  have  been  seven,  of  which  three  were  by  purchase, 
and  four  time  expired. 

Seven  desertions  have  occurred  since  my  last  report.  One  man  de8e]*ted  while 
on  leave  in  Winnipeg  last  winter,  and  two  from  Eegina.  The  other  four  deserted 
while  on  duty  in  Manitoba  at  various  dates.  Two  of  these  having  given  themselves 
up,  have  since  undergone  imprisonment  at  Eegina,  and  have  been  dismissed  the 
force.    The  names  of  the  deserters  are  as  follows : — 

Eegt.  No.  1718,  Const.  C.  D.  Seals,  December. 

Kegt.  No.  1394,  Const.  W.  Fiedler,  December. 

Eegt.  No.  1843,  Const.  F.  Clark,  January. 

Eegt.  No.  1829,  Const.  J.  Elwood,  March. 

Eegt  No.  2233,  Const.  H.  Smith,  April. 

Eegt.  No.  2224,  Const.  G.  Jennings,  October. 

Eegt.  No.  2342,  Const.  W.  Anderson,  November. 

SAVINGS  BANK  DEPOSITS 

have    somewhat    decreased  this  year,   and   amount    to  $3,880.    The    number    of 
depositors  has  been  fifty-two,  showing  an  average  per  man  of  nearly  $75. 

STRENGTH  OP  THE  DIVISION. 

The  average  strength  during  the  summer  season  has  been  3  officei'S,  3  staft'-ser- 
geante,  4  sergeants,  6  corporals,  57  constables,  32  team  and  46  saddle  horses.  As 
there  are  15  outposts  to  supply,  coveiing  a  distance  of  500  miles  in  a  straight  line, 
it  would  seem  that  a  few  more  men  and  horses  could  be  utilised  with  advantage  in 
this  district. 

WINTER  DETACHMENTS. 

The  distribution  of  the  detachments  wintering  out  are  as  follows : — 


Name  of  Place. 

s 

1 

} 

1 

J 

W 

Wood  Mountain 

1 

**i  ■ 

6 
2 
2 
2 
2 
17 

7 
3 
2 
3 
2 
21 

7 

Willow  Bunch 

3 

Ck)al  Mines 

2 

1 

4 

Carnduflf 

2 

Manitoba  (10  detachments) 

1 

1 

2 

22 

Total  on  Oomn»<^nd.T 

1 

2 

4 

31 

38 

40 
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It  will  be  ob8ei*ved  that  the  Cannington  detachment  is  omitted  from  the  fore- 
going list,  that  outpost  being  now  supplied  from  Mooeomin,  from  which  it  is  (mly  42 
miles  distant. 

INSPECTIONS  OP  DIVISION. 

1  have  visited  and  inspected  every  outpost  of  this  Division  twice  during  the 
year,  and  many  of  the  detachments,  more  accessible  from  Wood  Mountain,  were 
more  frequently  visited.    Arms  and  kits  were  inspected  whenever  practicable. 

HOBSES. 

The  division  is  fairly  well  horsed,  but  there  are  about  six  team  horses  and  four 
saddle  horses  unsuitable  for  the  work  required  of  them.  Some  of  these  have  been  four 
or  five  years  in  the  force,  and  although  they  might  last  out  another  year  or  two  on 
light  work,  they  are  not  fit  for  the  long  journeys  necessary  in  this  section. 

All  the  saddle  horses  left  out  with  the  winter  detachments  have  been  broken  to 
harness  and  have  been  used  in  jumpers. 

The  only  casualties  were  the  death  of  Reg.  No.  1174  in  March,  at  Wood  Moun- 
tain, and  of  Keg.  No.  1615,  who  broke  his  leg  in  October,  and  had  to  be  shot. 

The  total  number  of  miles  travelled  by  the  seventy-eight  horses  of  this  Division  is 
130,691.    This  includes  3,000  miles  travelled  by  my  own  team. 

SADDLERY  AND  HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  and  harness  in  use  in  this  division  is  in  good  order  and  suitable  to 
the  requirements  of  the  service,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  light  sets  referred  to 


in  my  last  report. 


TRANSPORT. 


All  the  wheeled  vehicles  are  in  running  order,  but  half  a  dozen  of  the  heavy 
waggons  are  nearly  worn  out.  They  are  very  old,  and  ai*e  constantly  in  need  of 
repairs. 

The  half  springs  of  the  patrol  waggons  gave  out  early  in  the  season  and,  after 
Tepaiiing  them  a  few  times,  I  removed  the  springs  altoffcther,  and  I  find  these 
waggons  just  about  as  useful  without  the  springs.  Several  of  the  waggons  were 
broken  while  hauling  firewood,  the  countiy  being  rough  where  the  wood  was  got 

As  many  waggons  as  could  be  brought  to  Wood  Mountain  received  a  fresh  coat 
of  paint. 

FORAGE. 

The  oats  for  Wood  Mountain  distinct  were  sent  from  here,  and  were  of  good 
quality  and  clean.  Those  for  the  Moose  Mountain  detachments  were  purchased  at 
Moosomin,  in  the  spring  on  favorable  terms,  and  were  freighted  out  at  a  reasonable 
rate. 

The  hay  crop  was  poor  this  year,  owing  to  continued  drought ;  but  I  obtained 
enough,  and  of  fairly  good  quality  to  supply  our  wants,  at  the  same  price  as  last 
year. 

In  Manitoba  the  forage  is  supplied  by  those  who  board  the  detachments. 

STABLES. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  stable  accommodation  this  yeai*.  An  addition 
to  the  stable  at  Wood  Mountain  post  and  a  small  stable  at  Willow  Bunch,  as  suggested 
in  my  last  report,  are  required. 

The  patrol  stables  proposed  to  be  built  this  year  were  abandoned  for  the  present, 
owing  to  the  drying  up  of  the  water  supply  at  three  out  of  the  five  places  at  which 
it  was  intended  to  build. 
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BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE.  • 

There  are  no  barracks  in  this  district,  the  division  being  under  canvas  from 
April  till  November.  The  amount  expended  in  renewing  tents,  camp  stoves,  fuel, 
&c.,  to  say  nothing  on  the  score  of  health  and  cleanliness,  would  repay  the  cost  of 
suitable  barracks. 

At  Willow  Bunch,  the  tents  having  been  blown  to  rags,  I  rented  a  small  house 
fVom  Ist  October,  for  the  use  of  the  detachment,  at  a  rental  of  $6  per  month. 

The  barrack  ftirniture  issued  to  the  division  at  Eegina  during  the  winter  months, 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  I  entirely  agree  with  those  officers  ^o  have  already  so 
strongly  recommended  the  issue  of  iron  cots  in  place  of  the  bed-board  and  trestle. 

FUEL. 

The  supply  of  firewood  at  Wood  Mountain  has  practically  come  to  an  end.  A 
great  deal  of  extra  work  was  entailed  on  the  division  this  year  in  consequence  of 
having  to  get  their  own  wood.  For  the  last  two  months  there  were  twenty-one 
stoves  constantly  going  at  Wood  Mountain  alone,  and  it  was  a  heavy  tax  on  the 
resources  of  the  division  to  keep  them  supplied. 

Coal  of  fair  quality  is  plentiful  in  the  neighborhood,  but  cannot  be  got  at  with- 
out a  certain  amount  of  "stripping,"  for  the  expense  of  which  no  provision  has  yet 
been  made. 

TELEPHONES. 

Telephones  were  supplied  by  the  Government  Telegraph  Department  last  spring 
and  operated  for  a  short  time  between  Wood  Mountain  and  Moose-Jaw,  a  distance  of 
100  miles.  The  instrument  at  Wood  Mountain  however,  was  burnt  out  by  light- 
ning, and  has  been  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  Government  Telegraphs^for  repairs. 
The  line  worked  very  well  during  the  time  the  instrument  was  in  use. 

TBLEQRAPH   LINE. 

The  telegraph  line  from  Moose- Jaw  to  Wood  Mountain  has  worked  fairly  well 
this  year,  but  it  will  not  be  satisfactory — for  police  purposes — until  the  line  is 
extended  f^om  Moose-Jaw  to  Begina. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

There  is  none  at  Wood  Mountain  post.     The  nearest  water  is  300  yards  distant. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  district  is  good,  although  in  a  few  instances 
water  has  failed  this  year  where  it  was  never  known  to  go  dry  before,  ^o  rain  has 
fallen  since  June. 

At  Wood  Mountain  post  the  creek  is  300  yards  west,  and  there  is  a  good  spring 
500  yards  south-east.  The  water  from  this  spring  could  be  brought  to  the  post  by 
laying  a  small  wooden  box.  The  fall  is  about  40  feet,  with  a  good  grade.  About 
2,000  feet  of  lumber  would  be  required  for  this. 

ROADS,   BRIDGES   AND   FERRIES. 

The  trails  throughout  this  district  are  good.  There  are  no  bridges  nor  ferries, 
nor  are  any  required. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

There  has  been  no  infraction  of  these  laws  in  this  district.    The  total  amount  of 
liquor  imported  during  the  year  is  less  than  50  gallons. 
13—7 
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•  SETTLERS,  CROPS  AND  RANCHING. 

The  eastern  portion  of  this  district,  from  Alameda  to  the  Manitoba  boundary, 
is  sparsely  settled.  The  land  generally  is  good,  but  the  distance  from  a  railway  no 
doubt  prevents  more  settlement. 

One  settler  has  come  into  the  Wood  Mountain  district,  having  located  at  Little 
Woody  Lake,  about  20  miles  south-east  from  the  post. 

The  crops  have  been  a  failure  all  over.  This  is  attributable  to  the  unusual 
drought. 

The  country  immediately  around  Wood  Mountain  offers  good  opportunities  for 
ranching  on  a  small  scale.  The  nearest  ranch  is  some  60  miles  north,  situated  on 
Old  Wives*  Creek  wheie  it  runs  into  the  lake. 

QAMB. 

Grame  has  almost  entirely  disappeared  from  the  district  The  Indians,  by  their 
summer  hunting,  have  managed  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

INDIANS. 

The  Moose-Jaw  Sioux  paid  their  annual  visit  to  Wood  Mountain,  spending  most 
of  the  summer  there.  A  small  band  of  Crees  passed  through  in  the  fall,  returning 
fW)m  the  United  States  to  their  reserve  at  Crooked  Lake. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

The  whole  district  has  been  devastated  by  prairie  fires,  which  reached  Wood 
Mountain  early  in  October.  So  suddenly  did  the  fires  come  down  that  the  hay  at 
the  post  was  saved  with  great  difficulty.  In  the  more  settled  districts  some  of  the 
settlers  lost  their  hay,  and  in  some  cases  their  buildings. 

An  Indian  child  was  burned  to  death  at  Willow  Bunch,  the  parents  losing  tent, 
blankets  and  all  they  possessed. 

The  origin  of  these  fires  could  not  be  ascertained. 

GENERAL  WORK. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  patrols  already  referred  to,  this  division  has  scouted 
over  a  large  area,  hunting  lost  norses  and  cattle,  looking  for  wood  and  wat«r,  and 
generally  exploring  the  country.  In  Manitoba,  in  addition  to  the  work  on  behalf  of 
the  Customs  Department,  the  issuing  of  permits  to  cut  hay  and  timber  has  been 
entrusted  to  our  men. 

On  18th  August  Deputy  Sheriff  W.  B.  Cathey,  fVom  Montana,  arrived  at  Wood 
Mountain  in  search  of  an  alleged  murderer  who  had  passed  the  post  going  north  on 
the  previous  day.  The  sheriff  was  furnished  with  a  fresh  horse,  and  escorted  by 
Corporal  Brown,  rode  on  next  day  to  Moose-Jaw,  100  miles.  The  man  Brazier,  of 
whom  he  was  in  pursuit,  was  arrested  a  few  miles  from  Moose-Jaw  and  returned  with 
the  sheriff  to  the  States  to  stand  his  trial. 

A  man  giving  the  name  of  Martin  arrived  from  Montana  in  October.  His  horse 
was  suffeiing  from  glanders,  and  on  a  certificate  to  that  effect  being  given  by  the 
Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant  the  horse  was  destroyed.  The  man  returned  to  the 
States. 

The  mud  roofs  of  the  Quartermaster's  store  and  of  the  hospital  wei'o  replaced 
by  a  good  board  and  shingle  roof  in  July;  and  the  building  purchased  from  the 
Home  Land  and  Cattle  Company  last  year  was  moved  over  to  the  post  and  erected 
as  quarters  for  the  Inspector,  the  Sergt.-Major,  and  a  troop  store. 

The  old  stable  was  floored  and  turned  into  a  troop  mess  room,  and  a  kitchen  was 
built  on  at  the  back.  A  carpenter  shop  and  a  paint  shop  were  built  as  a  lean-to,  in 
rear  of  the  Quartermaster's  store. 
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SPECIAL   WORK. 


The  trail  ranning  west  from  Wood  End  is  on  the  American  side  of  the  inter- 
national boundary  for  about  twenty  miles.  Assisted  by  {Inspector  McGibbon,  I  located 
the  boundary  line  at  this  point,  building  mounds  of  stones  to  mark  it,  and  I  surveyed 
and  opened  a  new  trail  from  Wood  End  to  Long  Creek,  running  parallel  to  the 
boundary  but  two  miles  north  of  it,  and  entirely  on  Canadian  territory.  This  trail 
will  be  used  in  future  by  all  our  patrols.  It  will  probably  before  long  be  continued 
west  to  the  Big  Muddy  and  thence  direct  to  Willow  Bunch.  An  exploration  has 
shown  this  line  of  country  to  be  practicable,  and  an  improvement  on  the  old  trail 
used  at  present. 

A  portion  of  the  internatioaal  boundary  near  Kennedy's  post,  on  the  Milk  Eiver, 
about  fourteen  miles  in  length,  not  having  been  marked  out  at  the  time  the  survey 
was  made,  I  procured  a  tmnsit  instrument  and  went  there  early  in  September  and 
located  it.  I  built  stone  mounds  at  suitable  distances  and  had  the  line  chopped  out 
across  the  valley  of  the  Milk  Eiver.  It  is  now  permanently  defined.  In  this  work  I 
received  great  assistance  from  Inspector  Baker,  who  was  stationed  there,  and  who 
had  previously  thoroughly  explored  the  surrounding  countiy  and  found  the  starting 
and  terminal  points. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


E.  W.  JAEYIS, 

Superintendent,  Commanding  "  B  "  Division, 


The  Commissioner 

North  West  Mounted  Police, 
Begiua. 


13— 2J 

/Google 


Digitized  by " 


100 


APPENDIX   K 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  W.  D.  ANTROBUS,  COMMAND- 
ING "C"  DIVISION. 

N.W.M.  Police  Headquarters  "C"  Division, 

Battlbpord,  30th  November,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  this  day. 
The  following  was  the  distribution  of  members  of  my  division  duringthe  year : — 


I 


Post. 


Battlcford 

Union  Lake 

Bresaylor 

Sixty-MileBush. 


Officers. 


N.  C. 
Officers. 


Constables. 


Horses. 


13 

1 


61 
7 
S 
2 


61 
8 
3 
2 


The  Bresaylor  Detachment  was  brought  in  early  in  spring,  and  previous  to  my 
anival,  and  has  not  been  re-established  since,  but  a  weekly  patrol  has  been  regularly 
kept  up. 

I  took  over  the  command  of  this  division  from  Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton 
on  the  20th  May  last,  and  found  everything  in  good  order.  Shortly  afterwards  I 
inspected  the  outposts,  and  found  everything  correct,  with  the  exception  of  the  build- 
ings at  Onion  Lake,  upon  which  I  will  report  under  the  proper  heading. 

The  ^etieral  state  of  the  district  is  good,  as  far  as  obedience  to  law  and  order  is 
concerned  ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  owing  to  a  very  dry  summer  the  crops  were 
not  a  success.  However,  everyone  appears  to  be  making  a  living,  so  I  am  in  hopes 
that  during  the  coming  winter  the  Groverament  will  not  be  obliged  to  issue  rations 
to  indigent  Half-breeds,  as  they  did  last  winter. 

A  number  of  Half-breeds,  some  from  the  neighborhood  of  Duck  Lake,  have 
settled  at  Jackfish  Lake,  about  thirty  miles  noi*th  of  Battieford.  I  feel  certain  that 
the  above  will  be  a  prosperous  settlement  in  the  near  ftiture,  the  soil  and  hay  being 

food,  the  country  aoounding  in  lakes,  in  which  whitefish  are  plentiftil,  and  there 
eing  an  abundance  of  wood,  both  large  and  small. 

GENERAL   WORK. 

On  3rd  December,  1888,  an  information  was  sworn  against  Mrs.  J.  D.  0*Neill,  of 
Battieford,  who  for  some  time  showed  symptoms  of  insanity.  A  wari*ant  was  issued 
by  Inspector  Howe,  and  the  woman  was  placed  in  close  confinement.  At  the  same 
time  a  man  named  Joseph  Nolin  was  confined  in  the  guaixi  room  at  this  post  on  a 
similar  charge.  Both  of  them  developing  dangerous  symptoms  some  few  days  later, 
were,  on  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  sent  under  a  strong  escort  to 


On  the  evening  of  12th  December,  one  ^f  the  Bresaylor  detachment  arrived  here 
and  reported  that  a  man  named  Poitier  had  been  accidently  shot  by  a  son  of  Mr. 
Peter  Taylors  of  Bresaylor,  on  that  day.  Inspector  Chalmers  and  CSoroner  Laurie 
went  to  Bresaylor  the  following  day,  and  after  summoning  a  juiy,  proceeded  to  the 
scene  of  the  accident,  about  ten  miles  from  the  settlement,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  ranche. 
It  appeal's  that  Poitier  and  young  Taylor  were  slaughtering  a  heifer,  and  for  this 
purpose  used  a  Winchester  carbine.     Poitier,  after  discharging  the  carbino,  laid  it 
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down,  and  neglected  to  draw  the  cartridges,  which  remained  in  the  magazine,  and 
on  Taylor  raising  the  carbine  off  the  ground  it  exploded,  the  bullet  striking  Poitier 
and  causing  instant  death.  As  the  occurrence  was  purely  accidental,  no  further 
action  was  taken  in  the  matter. 

On  12th  January  a  number  of  squaws  were  reported  by  the  Indian  agent  for 
being  in  town  without  passes,  and  without  any  visible  means  of  support.  They  were 
at  once  arrested  and  ordered  to  go  back  to  their  several  reserves. 

On  16th  January,  a  course  of  dnll  for  all  available  non-commissioned  officers  and 
constables  was  commenced,  and  continued  on  every  fine  day,  with  very  good  results. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  FebruaiT,  at  about  ^ve  o'clock,  the  photograph 
gallery  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Head  was  destroyed  by  tire.  As  it  was  a  detached  frame  build- 
ing, and  a  strong  wind  was  blowing  at  the  time,  there  was  no  possibility  of  saving  it. 

On  5th  March  very  large  prairie  fires  Were  observed  among  the  Eagle  Hills.  A 
couple  of  men  were  at  once  sent  out  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  fire  spreading,  but  it  appeared  that  the  fires  were  started  by  farmers 
and  were  all  under  control. 

On  20th  March  Inspector  Morris  left  for  Onion  Lake  to  inspect  the  detachment 
at  that  post. 

On  the  moi-ning  of  the  13th  April  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  boiler-house  by 
the  senti-y.  The  fire  buckets  were  immediately  brought  into  requisition,  and  the  fire 
extinguished  without  doing  any  damage. 

On  the  22nd  April  Judge  McGuire  arrived,  and  opened  court  on  the  following 
<iay.  The  only  case  for  trial  was  that  of  William  Ducharme,  a  report  of  which  I  give 
further  on. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th  April  a  very  severe  gale  raged ;  a  large  portion  of  the 
stockade  was  blown  down.  As  it  is  no  protection  to  the  post,  I  would  reccommend 
that  the  balance  be  pulled  down  and  used  for  firewood. 

On  the  27th  April  Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton  arrived  and  took  over  tem- 
porary command  of  the  division  from  Inspector  Howe  on  the  28th. 

On  2nd  May  Inspector  Howe  left,  after  transferring  the  division  to  Inspecting 
Superintendent  Cotton. 

On  19th  May  I  arnved  here,  and  assumed  command  of  the  division  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.     Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton  left  on  the  23rd. 

On  25  th  May  I  was  informed  by  Indian  Agent  Williams  that  a  squaw  of  Pound- 
maker's  Eeserve  named  Pe-so-wit  was  charged  with  killing  cattle,  the  property  of  a 
Bquaw  on  the  neighbouring  reserve.  I  at  once  sent  out  a  party  to  arrest  her,  but  on 
arriving  at  the  reserve  they  found  that  she  had,  in  coinpany  with  her  husband  and 
two  other  Indians,  left  for  the  south.  I  wired  the  officer  commanding  at  Maple 
"Creek  to  look  out  for  and  arrest  the  pai^ties,  giving  him  a  description  of  them. 

On  3rd  June  the  first  of  a  series  of  weekly  pati'ols  was  commenced.  I  have 
already  forwarded  you  in  my  weekly  reports  full  details  of  these  trips. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  June  a  report  was  brought  to  barracks  that  a  dis- 
turbance was  going  on  amongst  the  Half-breeds  on  the  south  side  of  Battle  Eiver. 
A  party  was  immediately  mustered  and  sent  to  the  scene,  but  it  turned  out  that 
nothing  more  serious  than  a  slight  family  disturbance  had  taken  place.  One  man 
named  Poitras  was  arrested,  but  was  discharged  next  day  with  a  caution. 

On  14th  June  the  annual  target  practice  was  commenced,  under  the  superin- 
<ience  of  Sergeant  Dunne.  Every  member  of  the  division,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, was  put  through  a  complete  coui'se,  both  mounted  and  dismounted,  and  the 
results  showed  a  great  improvement  on  last  year's  practice.  I  forward  you  under 
another  cover  detailed  score  sheets  and  retui-ns. 

Acting  on  the  permission  granted  by  you,  a  party  consisting  of  sixteen  non- 
<5ommis8ioned  officers  and  constables,  in  charge  of  Inspector  Morris,  left  on  17th 
June  for  Saskatoon  to  compete  with  "  P  "  Division  in  a  shooting  match  for  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Cup.  The  cup  was  presented  by  the  officials  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
and  is  to  be  won  two  years  in  succession.  "  F "  Division  succeeded  this  year  in 
winning  the  cup. 
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On  the  19th  June  Lieutenant-Governor  Royal  and  Superintendent  Gagnon 
arrived.  A  mounted  escort  was  sent  to  meet  the  party.  His  Honor  visited  barracks 
the  next  day  and  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  everything  was 
conducted. 

On  9th  August  information  was  laid  by  Farm  Instructor  Applegarth  against  a 
Saulteaux  Indian  named  "  Wee-ass-is-ka-win  "  for  starting  a  prairie  fire. 

This  fire  had  been  raging  for  some  days  on  the  north  side  of  the  Saskatchewan 
River,  and  had  gone  over  a  very  large  extent  of  countiy,  causing  considerable  loss  of 
hay  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jackfish  Lake.  I  sent  out  and  arrested  the  Indian,  and 
on  the  ease  being  pi-oved,  fined  him  $5  and  costs  or  ten  days  imprisonment,  with 
hard  labor.  The  fire  started  from  the  Indian's  camp  fire,  and  as  it  was  shown  in 
evidence  that  he  had  made  some  attempt  to  extinguish  it  I  let  him  off  with  a 
lighter  sentence  than  I  otherwise  would  have  inflicted. 

About  noon  on  20th  August  a  large  prairie  fire  was  observed  close  to  the  town 
in  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Skelton's  farm.  I  at  onoe  got  three  or  four  teams  ready 
and  proceeded  with  all  available  men  to  the  place.  I  found  the  fire  burning  furi- 
ously, and  as  a  strong  breeze  was  blowing,  it  appeared  for  some  time  as  if  the  town 
would  be  in  danger,  however,  after  working  hard  for  some  houi-s,  we  f»ucoeeded  in 
extinguishing  it,  without  its  causing  any  serious  damage. 

As  the  fire  was  altogether  accidental,  having  been  carried  by  the  wind  from  Mr, 
Skel ton's  camp  fire,  I  took  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Acting  under  orders  from  you,  a  party  consisting  of  forty-two  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  and  one  guide,  in  charge  of  Inspector  Chalmers,  left  on  29th  Augast 
for  Regina.  I  was  glad  to  learn  officially  that  while  at  headquartere  "  C  "  Detach- 
ment fully  sustained  the  good  reputation  of  their  division. 

On  12th  September  about  11  p.m.,  I  was  notified  by  telephone  that  the  jewellery 
store  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Millie  was  on  fire.  I  have  further  on  reported  on  this,  under  the 
head  of  "  Telephones." 

On  9th  October  the  payment  ot  Treaty  money  to  the  Indians  commenced.  I  will 
not  here  mention  the  work  done  by  the  division  in  connection  with  this  matter,  but 
will  refer  you  to  that  portion  of  my  report  on  "  Assistance  to  Indian  Department.'" 

On  13th  November  a  number  of  Cree  Indians  were  brought  before  me,  charged 
with  being  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  The  information  was  laid  by  one  of  the 
Indian  police  lately  organized  by  the  Indian  Department  on  Poundmaker's  Reserve. 
After  carefully  going  into  the  case,  I  thought  it  would  have  a  better  effect  on  the 
Indians  if  I  dismissed  them  with  a  caution,  which  I  accordingly  did. 

I  issued  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  saloon  keeper  named  Williams,  who  had 
supplied  the  Indians  with  beer,  but  could  not  convict  him  as  it  was  shown  that  the 
Indians  had  drunk  essences,  which  were  given  them  by  a  Half-breed  before  partaking 
of  the  beer. 

The  old  log  buildings  have  all  been  mudded  and  whitewashed  this  fall,  and  look 
well.  The  work  was  done  by  Indians,  which  rendered  the  cost  trifling,  as  compared 
with  the  amount  paid  in  previous  years  for  the  same  work. 

I  have  had  holes  dug  for  a  wire  fence  around  the  new  barracks,  and  the  poets 
cut,  but  owing  to  the  sudden  appearance  of  winter  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  work 
for  the  present.     On  the  first  appearance  of  mild  weather  I  will  go  on  with  the  work. 

GRIME. 

As  will  be  seen  by  attached  return,  crime  in  this  district  is  very  light,  the  most 
serious  being  the  following : — 

A  young  Half-breed  named  Ducharme  was  arrested  on  the  28th  December,  1888, 
for  having  broken  into  the  Hudson's  Bay  store,  and  stolen  articles  therefrom ;  he  was 
on  the  same  day  committed  for  trial  by  Inspector  Howe.  On  the  17th  January,  1889, 
he  escaped  from  custody,  but  was  re-arrested  the  following  day.  Referring  to  the 
re-arrest,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Inspector  Howe's  letter  of  18th  January,  1889.  On 
the  23rd  April  he  was  tried  by  Judge  McGuire,  and  sentenced  to  twelve  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labor  at  this  post. 
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On  the  3rd  May  one  Arthur  Mannix  laid  information  that  39  gallons  of  beer 
(hop)  had  been  stolen  from  his  premises.  Constables  Atkin's  and  Maguire  were 
charged  with  the  crime,  and  committed  for  trial.  On  the  2l8t  June,  under  oi-der  from 
Judge  McGuire,  I  admitted  them  to  bail.  On  the  24th  October  thev  were  tried  by 
Judge  McGuire  and  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprisonment  in  Manitoba  Penitentiary, 
to  which  place  they  proceeded  under  the  sheriff  of  this  district,  with  an  escort  of  one 
sergeant  and  one  constable  from  the  division. 

PATROLS  AND   OUTPOSTS 

On  assuming  command  I  found  the  following  outposts  established  : — 

Onion  Lake. — One  staflf-sergeant,  seven  men,  eight  horses. 

Sixty  Mile  Bush. — ^Two  constables  and  two  horses. 

The  Onion  Lake  detachment  has  done  good  work  in  keeping  the  Indians  under 
control  and  otherwise  assisting  the  Indian  agent  in  the  execution  of  his  duties.  The 
house  at  present  occupied  by  our  detachment  at  Onion  Lake  is  rented,  and  I  would 
strongly  recommend,  both  with  a  view  to  economy  and  the  comfort  ot  the  men,  that 
a  building  to  accommodate  ten  or  twelve  men  be  built.  The  rent  we  are  now  paying, 
$15  per  month,  would  go  along  way  towards  paying  for  new  quarters.  The  stable  is 
our  own  property,  but  being  very  old,  I  had  it  pulled  down  this  fall  and  rebuilt  by 
our  own  men.    The  roof  I  had  thatched  by  Indians,  at  a  cost  of  $25. 

The  detachment  at  the  Bush  is  in  my  opinion  unnecessary.  The  men  of  this 
detachment  could  be  utilized  to  better  pui*pose  by  being  stationed  at  Slessor's  which 
is  close  to  an  Indian  resei-ve,  and  on  the  main  road  between  Swift  Current  and 
Battletord,  or  at  Bresaylor,  25  miles  from  here,  on  the  road  to  Fort  Pitt. 

These  outposts  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

By  referring  to  attached  map  and  return  of  mileage,  you  will  see  that  this  dis- 
trict has  been  thoroughly  patrolled  during  the  past  summer.  A  party  of  five  or  six 
was  sent  out  every  Monday  and  patrolled  in  different  directions,  returning  on  Friday 
or  Satui-day.     Other  parties  were  also  sent  out  weekly  to  the  Bresaylor  settlement. 

The  mileage  for  my  division  for  the  past  twelve  months  amounts  to  102,289  miles, 
being  an  average  for  each  horse  of  1,461  miles. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

On  2nd  October  I  sent  Inspector  Morris  and  one  constable  to  Eagle  Creek  to  bring 
in  the  Indian  annuity  money  for  this  district.  He  returned  on  the  7th,  and  on  the 
following  day,  after  handing  over  to  Indian  Agent  Williams  the  box  for  the  Battle- 
ford  agency,  I  left  for  Onion  Lake,  at  which  place  I  delivered  the  box  for  that  agency 
to  Indian  Agent  Mann.  As  the  Indians  in  this  district  had  not  been  paid  since  the 
Bebeilion,  at  the  request  of  the  Indian  agents  I  furnished  men  to  attend  at  the 
payments  and  have  received  the  thanks  of  the  agents  for  the  assistance  rendered  by 
our  men. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   CUSTOMS   DEPARTMENT. 

I  have  been  able  to  render  but  slight  assistance  to  the  Customs  Department,  as 

farties  coming  from  Montana  must  pass  a  Customs  post  before  reaching  this  point, 
have  however  made  one  collection  from  parties  having  come  by  way  of  Medicine 
Hat. 

DISCIPLINE,   CONDUCT,   &0. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  of  my  division,  with  a  veiy  few  exceptions,  has  been 
good,  and  discipline  has  been  most  rigidly  enforced  by  me.  Drill  has  been  carried  on 
as  far  as  practicable.  Target  practice  was  performed,  both  mounted  and  dismounted, 
by  all  members  of  the  division,  with  the  exception  of  those  unable  to  do  so.  The 
shooting  was  veiy  fair. 

I  forward  a  report  on  the  two  kinds  of  ammunition  (American  and  Canadian 
manufacture).  In  shooting,  the  revolver  throws  high,  which  may  be  accounted  for 
by  being  too  heavily  charged  with  powder. 
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PHTSIQUB. 

The  physique  of  the  men  is  good,  the  following  being  the  average  age,  height, 
chest  measurement  and  weight  : — 

Average  age 25  years. 

do       height 5  ft.  9  in. 

do       chest  measurement 37J  inches. 

do       weight 160  lbs. 

RECRUITS. 

Only  one  recruit  joined  at  this  post  duiing  the  past  year. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  division  has  been  very  good  since  I  assumed  command.  A 
short  time  previous  to  my  arrival,  there  were  a  few  cases  of  fever,  similar  to  that  of 
last  year,  but  none  of  them  were  very  serious,  and  on  the  appearance  of  rain,  what 
appeared  to  be  the  beginning  of  an  epidemic  disappeared,  and  we  have  been  free 
from  it  ever  since,  although  the  quality  of  the  water  was  such  as  to  keep  us  in  con- 
stant dread  of  a  recurrence  of  the  disease,  and  it  was  only  by  great  precautionary 
measures  that  it  was  avoided. 

RATIONS 

Are  of  good  quality,  but  I  fear  that  owing  to  the  absence  of  potatoes  the  healA 
of  the  men  may  be  affected.  On  this  point  I  would  refer  you  to  Assistant  Surgeon 
Park's  report.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crop  in  this  district  it  was  impossible  to 
procure  them  here,  and  when  tenders  were  called  for  it  was  so  late  in  the  season 
that  no  one  would  undertake  to  bring  them  from  the  east. 

Vegetables  being  necessary  to  health,  and  as  none  will  be  procured  here  till  next 
summer  I  anticipate,  in  the  early  spring,  a  large  sick  report  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  in  future  tenders  for  potatoes  be  called  for  early  in  the  season,  so 
that  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the  crop  tenderers  may  be  able  to  bring  them  from 
some  other  point  before  the  cold  weather  sets  in. 

KITS,  OLOTHINO,  &0., 

Are  of  very  good  material.  In  forwarding  uniforms  from  headquarters  the  size 
roll  should  be  more  strictly  followed.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  that  part  of  my  report 
of  last  year  relating  to  gauntlets.  The  ^'  Napa  Buck  '^  are  a  good  gauntlet,  and  more 
serviceable  than  the  buckskin  ones  at  present  in  use.  I  would  recommend  for  heavy 
fatigue  work,  such  as  wood  sawing,  that  heavy  leather  mitts,  without  lining,  be  sup- 
plied.   In  cold  weather  a  woollen  mitt  could  be  worn  underneath. 

ARMS  AND  ARTILLERY. 

At  this  post  there  are  two  9-pr.  M.L.  and  two  7-pr.  brass  guns.  The  former  are 
in  good  order,  but  the  latter  are  unserviceable,  owing  to  the  carriages  being  old. 
In  handing  over  the  command  of  the  division  to  me,  Inspecting  Superintendent 
Cotton  told  me  that  on  no  account  were  the  latter  to  be  used. 

The  Winchester  carbines  are  all  old.  Some  are  honeycombed,  and  others  are 
badly  sighted. 

DESERTIONS. 

There  were  no  desertions  from  this  post  duiing  the  past  year. 

SAVINGS   BANK   DEPOSITS. 

The  amount  deposited  by  thirty-three  members  of  the  division  in  the  Government 
Savings  Bank  duringthe  past  twelve  months  exceeds  $4,130,  being  an  average  for  each 
depositor  of  $126.  This  only  represents  the  amount  paid  through  the  Department, 
and  does  not  include  money  lodged  in  various  other  banks. 
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INSPECTION   OF   DIVISION. 


Inspecting  Saperintent  Cotton  thoroughly  inspected  this  division  when  he  took  it 
over  from  Inspector  Howe  in  June.  Since  then  forty-five  men  were  inspected  at 
Segina. 

HORSES. 

Although  there  are  some  veiy  ffood  horses  in  this  division,  as  a  whole  I  cannot 
say  they  are  as  good  as  they  should  he  for  the  work  they  have  to  perform.  The 
average  age,  after  taking  into  consideration  that  the  division  has  been  strengthened 
by  eight  or  nine  young  horses  this  year,  is  over  ten  years.  Some  of  the  horees  have 
been  in  the  force  for  over  twelve  years.  Where  long  distances  have  to  be  travelled, 
and  the  horses  arc  obliged  to  be  out  in  severe  weather,  a  young  horse  will  naturally 
stand  the  hardship  better  than  an  old  one.  I  have  already  recommended  that  some 
be  cast.  They  would  bring  good  prices  from  farmers,  as  slow  work  on  soft  ground 
would  not  hurt  them,  whereas  travelling  on  hard  roads  and  over  a  hilly  country  tells 
on  them.  Last  year  the  hoi'ses  of  this  division  suflfered  from  malaria,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence are  not  so  strong  as  they  otherwise  might  be,  although  from  the  care  they 
receive  they  look  well.  As  regards  this  epidemic,  I  would  refer  you  to  Inspector 
Howe's  report  of  laat  year. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  and  haraess  of  this  division  are  in  splendid  order.  The  saddler  is 
a  most  efficient  and  painstaking  man,  and  takes  pride  in  his  work.  Inspector  Howe, 
in  his  report  of  last  year,  mentions  this  man  (Constable  HoUister)  very  favorably, 
and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  bear  him  out  in  his  statement. 

I  would  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  my  report  of  last  year,  referring  to 
saddles,  in  which  I  recommend  that  "  a  *  D '  might  be  put  near  the  top  of  the  cantle  at 
the  back,  so  that  a  coat,  cloak  or  blanket  could  be  strapped  tightly  up  to  the  saddle 
and  off  the  horse's  back." 

TRANSPORT. 

The  ti'ansport  is  in  good  order,  but  we  have  been  obliged  to  repair  the  patrol 
waggons  after  every  trip  made  by  them. 

Some  time  ago  I  requisitioned  for  rubber  buffers.  Since  receiving  them  there 
have  been  fewer  breakages. 

The  buckboards  are  good  and  strong,  and  have  done  good  service. 

A  couple  of  light  spring  (express)  waggons  would  be  very  useful,  and  more 
convenient  than  the  buckboa^,  as  one  of  them  will  carry  sufficient  baggage,  forage, 
Ac.,  for  four  or  five  men  and  horses ;  whereas,  a  buckboard  will  only  carry  sufficient 
for  a  party  of  two. 

FORAGE. 

The  forage  is  of  good  quality,  but  I  do  not  think  is  quite  as  good  as  that  sup" 
plied  last  year.  The  season  being  unusually  dry,  the  hay  is  not  quite  so  good, 
although  very  fair.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops  in  this  district,  a  veiy  small 
quantity  of  native  oats  could  be  procured,  the  balance  being  brought  from  the  east. 

STABLES. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  stables  at  this  post  since  last  year.  These 
buildings  are  one  of  frame  and  three  of  logs.  The  latter  are  very  old,  and  are  not 
healthy  in  summer,  while  in  winter  they  are  cold.  The  other  is  a  very  good  and 
comfortable  stable.  I  would  recommend  that  as  soon  as  practicable  three  more 
stables  similar  to  the  latter  be  built. 

GENERAL  EQUIPMEMT. 

The  general  equipment  of  the  division  is  good,  and  is  in  excellent  repair. 
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BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

The  walls  of  the  new  ban-ack  rooms,  kitchens,  &c.,  having  been  plastered  on  the 
inside  this  year,  will  be  much  more  comfortable  this  winter  than  they  were  last, 
although  had  the  ceilings  been  plastered  as  well  as  the  walls  they  would  have  looked 
better. 

At  present,  the  ceilings  are  boarded  and  covered  with  thick  brown  paper,  which 
keeps  the  heat  in  the  rooms  almost  as  well  as  plaster,  although,  it  does  not  look  so 
well.  I  would  suffgest  that  the  ceilings  be  plastered  next  summer,  and  a  wains- 
coting 3i  or  4  feet  high  be  placed  around  the  rooms.  This  would,  beside  preventing 
the  breaking  of  the  plaster,  make  the  rooms  much  warmer  and  add  greatly  to  their 
general  appearance. 

After  the  plastering  was  completed  I  had  shelves  placed  around  the  rooms,  for 
which  purpose  I  was  obliged  to  purchase  lumber. 

Previous  to  this  time  there  were  very  few  shelves  in  the  rooms,  and  it  was 
difficult  for  the  men  to  keep  their  kits  properly. 

In  his  report  of  last  year  Inspector  Howe  recommended  iron  cots  for  the  men. 
I  agree  with  him  that  on  the  score  of  economy  as  well  as  tending  towards  the  com- 
foi't  of  the  men  and  the  appearance  of  the  rooms  his  recommendation  should  be 
carried  out. 

A  wash-room  is  badly  needed  at  this  post.  This  was  also  asked  for  by  Inspector 
Howe  last  year. 

FUEL. 

Wood  onlv  is  used  for  fuel  here,  and  as  it  is  very  dry  the  quantity  consumed  is 
large.  I  would  recommend  that  if  possible  coal  be  procured  from  Exlmonton  next 
year.  The  first  cost  might  appear  lai'ge,  but  I  think  that  in  the  end,  it  would  be 
found  cheaper.    This  post  consumes  about  1,400  cords  of  wood  per  annum. 

TELEPHONES. 

There  is  a  telephone  line  here  which  connects  the  barracks  with  the  teleCTaph 
office  and  stores  in  town,  with  the  Industrial  School  on  the  south  side  of  the  Battle 
Eiver,  and  with  Mr.  Bourke's  farm  on  the  north  side  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

The  instrument  at  the  barracks  is  in  my  own  quarters.  On  the  night  of  the 
12th  September,  just  after  retiring,  our  number  was  rung,  and  I  learned  that  a  build- 
ing in  town  was  on  fire.  I  at  once  caused  the  assembly  to  be  sounded,  and  in 
twenty  minutes  I  had  the  fire  engine,  two  waggon  loads  of  water  and  all  my  available 
men  on  the  ground.  We  succeeded  in  confining  the  fire  to  one  building;  but  had 
there  been  no  telephone  service  I  am  sure  the  fire  would  have  extended.  Our  engine 
did  excellent  work,  and  the  citizens  expressed  to  me  their  admiration  for  the 
manner  in  which  our  men  acquitted  themselves. 

The  guard  room  being  a  long  distance  from  the  new  as  well  as  the  old  barracks 
(in  which  are  the  officers'  quarters)  an  instrument  should  be  placed  in  it.  The  only 
expense  this  would  involve  would  be  the  cost  of  the  instrument. 

TELEGRAPH   LINES. 

The  Grovernment  telegraph  service  line  passes  through  here  from  Qu'Appelle  to 
Edmonton.     It  is  in  first-class  order  and  is  constantly  being  used  by  us. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

Besides  Babcocks,  we  have  an  excellent  hand  fire-engine,  reel  and  500  feet  of 
hose 

WATER   SUPPLY 

is  bad.    There  is  a  well  in  the  square,  but  the  water  cannot  be  used  by  the  men, 
although  the  horses  can  drink  it. 

All  the  water  used  in  the  post  has  to  be  drawn  from  the  Saskatchewan  River.  A 
tank  in  the  pump-house  which  holds  thirty  baiTels  of  water  and  barrels  distributed 
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in  the  different  buildings  are  kept  cone*tantly  full,  but  even  this  quantity  would  be 
inadequate  were  a  senous  fire  to  break  out.  I  would  recommend  that  another  tank 
be  placed  under  a  lean-to  alongside  the  pump-house,  but  under  the  floor. 

In  this  building  and  over  the  tank  (which  could  be  filled  from  the  present  well) 
the  engine  might  be  kept.  By  ihis  arrangement  a  fire  in  any  of  the  new  buildings 
could  Be  reached  without  moving  the  engine,  thereby  saving  considerable  time. 

ROADS  AND   BRIDGES. 

The  new  bridge  over  the  Battle  Eiver  mentioned  in  Inspector  Howe's  report  of 
last  year  has  not  yet  been  built,  although  a  large  quantity  of  the  material  has  been 
drawn  to  the  proposed  site. 

The  bridges  over  the  creek  in  this  district  are  not  so  good  as  they  might  be  this 
year,  but  contracts  have  been  given  for  repairs  to  them,  and  I  anticipate  that  next 
year  they  will  be  in  thorough  repair. 

The  roads  are  good. 

FERRIBS. 

There  are  no  licensed  ferries  in  this  district. 

LIQUOR  LAWS 

are  well  maintained,  although  the  permit  system  is  not  generally  acknowledged 
to  be  good.   There  have  however,  been  no  infringements  of  them  here  since  my  arrival. 

SBTTLBRS. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  the  past  year  has  not  been  a  good  one 
for  the  settlers ;  the  season  having  been  so  dry,  only  a  very  small  quantity  of  grain 
and  a  still  smaller  quantity  of  vegetables  were  garnered.  I  look  forward  to  better 
crops  and  a  more  prosperous  season  next  year,  as  we  have  now  had  more  snow  than 
there  was  at  any  time  last  winter. 

This  will  give  the  ground  the  moisture  it  so  much  requires,  and  will,  to  a  great 
extent,  counteract  the  effects  of  a  dry  spring  and  summer. 

RANCHING. 

There  are  no  large  ranches  in  this  district,  such  as  there  are  in  the  southern 
parts  of  the  North-West  Territory,  but  what  cattle  there  are  look  well,  as  do 
also  the  sheep.  A  number  of  cattle  have  been  driven  to  Jackfish  Lake,  north  of  Bat- 
tleford,  to  winter.  That  portion  of  the  district  will,  in  the  near  future,  be  well  settled, 
as  it  is  well  suited  for  farming.  The  great  drawback  to  its  settlement  is  the  difficulty 
of  communication  from  this  side  of  the  Saskatchewan  Eiver,  owing  to  the  want  of  a 
bridge  or  ferry  over  the  river. 

GAME. 

Game  has  been.  I  believe,  more  plentiful  this  year  than  last,  particularly  small 
game,  such  ae  prairie  chicken  and  raobits.  A  few  deer  and  bears  have  been  killed, 
and  in  the  season  number  of  ducks  and  geese. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  on  all  the  reserves  have  worked  very  well,  but  owing  to  the  failure 
of  the  crops  will  no  doubt  require  more  assistance  in  the  matter  of  rations  than  they 
received  last  year.  I  would,  through  you,  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Superintendent 
General  of  Indian  Affairs  the  work  done  bv  the  Indians  at  Onion  Lake  under  Indian 
Agent  Mann.  The  Indian  Department  bmldings  at  that  place  were  built  by  them- 
selves, and,  taking  into  consideration  that  the  work  is  new  to  them,  it  reflects  the 
greatest  credit  on  both  the  Indians  and  their  agent. 
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HALF-BREEDS. 

On  asBuming  command  of  this  district  I  found  that  some  Half-breeds  were  work- 
ing  in  the  barracks  for  their  rations,  and  rations  were  being  issued  to  others  who 
were  sick.  This  was  shortly  afterwards  stopped,  and  no  rations  have  been  issued 
them  since. 

I  do  not  think  we  will  be  called  upon  to  assist  these  people  during  the  coming 
winter,  as  a  number  of  families  have  gone  south  to  Montana,  and  some  to  Saskatoon, 
to  work  on  railway  construction.  A  few  were  employed  on  the  bridge  across  the 
Battle  Eiver,  which  was  commenced  this  fall,  and  a  large  number  gain  tbeir 
living  by  freighting.  Of  course,  there  will  be  some  who  will  naturally  look 
to  us  for  assistance,  but  I  would  not  recommend  that  it  be  granted  them  unless 
they  give  an  adequate  recompense  in  the  way  of  work  for  what  they  receive. 
Some  of  the  more  prosperous  among  the  Half-breed  population  subsist  by  farming. 
These  are  principally  located  at  thelBresaylor  settlement,  but  the  season  has  not  been 
a  very  good  one  for  them,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  following : — 

Mileage  travelled  by  horses  of  the  division  (not  printed),  and  return  of  convic- 
tions. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  to  acknowledge  the  cheerful  and  able  assistance  1  have 
received  fVom  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  constables  of  my  division. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  ANTEOBUS, 
Superintendent  Commanding  "  C"  Division, 


The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 
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APPENDIX    L. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  SANDERS,  COMAIANDmG  "A" 

DIVISION,  N.  W.  M.  P. 

Headquarters  "A"  Division, 

Maple  Creek,  1st  December,  1889. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  the  annual  report  ot 
"A"  Division  for  the  year  ended  30th  November,  1889. 

,  I  took  over  command  of  the  District  from  Superintendent  W.  D.  Antrobus  on 
9thMay,  1889,  the  transfer  of  the  division,  stores,  &c.,  fi'om  that  officer  to  myself, 
being  superintended  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner. 

Although  only  in  command  for  a  few  months,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  make  a 
report  for  the  whole  year,  as  I  have  been  attached  to  the  division  for  that  time. 

Nothine  of  extraordinary  interest  has  taken  place  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  There  has  been  very  little  crime  of  a  serious  nature.  Hoi'se-stealing  is 
rapidly  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  although  the  Indian  nature,  one  might 
say,  is  imbued  with  an  instinct  to  indulge  in  this  particular  kind  of  lawlessness,  the 
energetic  carrying  out  of  the  law  and  the  effects  of  the  rapid  progress  of  civilization 
is  doing  wonders  in  removing  this  trait  from  their  character.  The  only  crime  of 
this  class  connected  with  Indians  was  the  stealing  of  a  few  head  of  horses  by  Blood 
Indians  from  Crees,  at  Medicine  Hat.  These  horses  were  subsequently  recovered  by 
the  police  at  Lethbridge. 

The  general  state  of  the  district  has  been  one  of  quietness,  peace  and  pros- 
perity, in  spite  of  many  drawbacks. 

Ranchers  and  those  engaged  in  raising  stock  have  been  particularly  successful 
this  year.  The  small  quantity  of  the  snowfall  and  the  mildness  of  the  last  winter 
brought  the  stock  out  in  the  spring  in  as  fat  and  as  good  condition  as  they  were 
when  the  winter  commenced. 

During  the  summer' large  shipments  have  been  made  of  steers  and  beef-cattle 
from  this  district,  and  the  excellence  of  the  beef  testifies  to  the  good  quality  of  the 
feed  upon  the  ranges.  The  percentage  of  increase,  as  shown  by  the  branding  of 
calves  at  the  spring  and  fall  "  rounds  up,"  was  very  high,  viz.,  50  per  cent,  and 
cattlemen  generally  appear  to  be  jubilant  over  their  prospects,  the  only  dark 
cloud  in  their  horizon  being  the  vast  damage  done  by  the  prairie  fires  (of  which  I 
make  mention  further  on),  and  the  evil  which  will  be  caused  thereby  should  the 
coming  winter  prove  a  severe  one. 

Farmers  have  not  had  such  a  prosperous  year  as  is  generally  the  case.  The  mild 
winter,  although  favoring  the  ranchers,  has  had  a  contrary  effect  upon  them ;  the 
small  snow  faU  during  the  winter  left  very  little  moistui'e  in  the  ground  in  the 
spring,  and  the  exceptionally  dry  summer  following  tended  to  make  the  season  an 
unfavorable  one  for  agriculturists.  However  in  spite  of  so  much  to  contend  against, 
those  that  had  their  land  in  proper  cultivation  have  nothing  to  complain  of,  and  when 
one  hears  of  some  crops  giving  66  lbs.  to  the  bushel  of  wheat,  and  41  lbs.  to  the  bushel 
of  oats,  one  is  inclined  to  believe  that  farming  in  this  neighborhood,  even  under  the 
most  adverse  circumstances,  is  a  profitable  undertaking.  Koot  crops  have  been  very 
good,  and  though  slightly  injured  by  the  same  causes  as  other  crops,  they  have  been 
nearly  equal  to  the  high  standard  of  former  years.  The  Canadian  Agricultural  Coal 
and  Colonization  Company  (of  which  Sir  John  Lister-Keye,  Bai-t.,  is  manager)  have 
seven  out  of  their  ten  farms,  viz :  those  at  Rush  Lake,  Swift  Current,  Gull  Lake,  Crane 
Lake,  Dunmore,  Kingarth  and  Stair,  situated  in  this  district.  Although  this  com- 
pany only  started  operations  last  fall  they  had  quite  a  large  acreage  under  culti- 
vation this  summer,  and  with  very  gratifying  results,  consideiing  their  grain  was 
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sown  "  on  the  soil."  Each  of  these  farms  have  an  area  of  10,000  acres,  are  nearly 
all  fenced  in,  and  have  large,  commodious  farm  buildings,  horses  and  cattle  corrals, 
&c.,  &c.  They  are  each  stocked  with  about  2,000  head  of  sheep,  65  mares,  500  cattle 
and  90  pigs.  Next  year,  if  is  at  all  a  good  one,  this  company  should  do  extremely 
well.  The  great  facilities  which  this  district  possesses  for  the  prosecution  of  dairy- 
farming  are  beginning  to  be  recognized,  and  have  been  taken  more  advantage  of  this 
summer  than  in  any  previous  one.  The  supply  of  butter  for  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Eailway  hotel  at  Banff  has  been  entirely  drawn  from  Maple  Creek,  and  one  of  our 

Erincipal  farmers  tells  me  that  he  has  sold  upwards  of  $500  worth  of  butter  since 
[ay  last. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  general  state  of  the  district,  I  must  not 
forget  to  mention  the  hospital  in  course  of  erection  at  Medicine  Hat,  and  now 
rapidly  nearing  completion.  It  is  being  built,  partly  by  private  subscnption  and 
partly  by  Grove mment  aid.  I  might  say  it  will  meet  one  of  the  gi-eatest  require- 
ments of  this  part  of  the  country,  and  prove  a  great  boon  and  blessing  to  every  one. 
Up  to  the  present,  the  nearest  general  hospital  has  been  that  at  Winnipeg,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  police  hospitals  have  often  had  to  be  used  for  persons  outside 
of  the  force,  a  thing  to  be  guarded  against  for  many  reasons.  Great  credit  is  due  to 
the  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  at  Medicine  Hat,  who 
was  the  prime  mover  in  getting  this  hospital  started,  and  without  whose  indomit- 
able energy  1  doubt  whether  it  could  have  been  pushed  to  such  a  suceessful 
finish. 

GRIME. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  report  I  refer  to  the  absence  of  crime  of  a  serious 
description  in  this  district  during  the  year,  and  a  glance  at  the  attached  return  of 
criminal  and  other  cases  will  give  an  idea  as  to  their  nature.  There  are  however,  a 
few  which  might  bear  a  little  fui*ther  notice. 

In  February  the  Inspector  of  Inland  Revenue  laid  an  information  against  one  R 
Tracey  for  contravening  the  Inland  Revenue  Act,  there  being  four  charges  against 
him,  the  principal  being  "  that  he  unlawfully  made  malt  and  steeped  grain  for  the 
purpose  of  malting."  Tracey  was  fined  $300  and  costs,  or  in  default  of  payment  eight 
months  imprisonment  with  hard  labor,  on  the  four  charges,  by  the  two  magistrates 
who  sat  on  the  case.  He  paid  the  fine. 

On  22nd  December,  1888, 1  received  a  telegram  from  Colonel  Otis  commanding  the 
United  States  Post  at  Fort  Assiniboine,  Montana,  saying  two  men  had  left  that  place 
and  had  headed  north  with  two  stolen  horaes.  We  arrested  them  here  on  the  26th, 
but  after  holding  them  a  few  days  I  had  to  release  them,  the  owner  being  too  poor 
to  come  over  and  prosecute.  Colonel  Otis  afterwards  sent  a  party  of  United  Stat^ 
soldiers  for  the  horses,  and  they  were  handed  over  to  them  by  the  police  near  the 
boundary.  One  of  the  above  mentioned  horse  thieves  afterwards  servea  a  two  months' 
sentence  in  the  guard  room  here  for  vagrancy. 

On  30th  July,  I  received  another  telegram  from  Colonel  Otis,  stating  that  two 
men  had  stolen  f!rom  the  neighborhood  of  Foil;  Assiniboine  25  head  of  horses.  They 
were  arrested  by  Staff-Sergeant  McGinnis,  at  Swift  Current,  on  1st  August,  and 
brought  up  here  and  committed  for  trial  "  for  having  brought  into  Canada  property 
stolen  in  the  United  States  of  America."  The  trial  took  place  before  Mr.  Justice  Mac- 
leod,  Mr.  Fauquier,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  a  jury,  and  although  the  owner  of  the 
horses  gave  very  strong  and  convincing  evidence  against  the  prisoners,  they  were  pro- 
nounced "not  guilty  by  the  jury,  mainly  owing,  1  imagine,  to  the  character  the 
prosecutor  bore.  The  judge,  however,  immediately  gave  an  order  that  the  horses 
should  be  restored  to  him,  and  although  the  thieves  escaped  the  punishment  they  so 
richly  deserved  the  owner  had  the  satisfaction  of  getting  back  his  property. 

On  10th  October,  I  was  informed  by  a  telegram  from  b  ort  Benton,  Montana,  United 
States,  that  150  head  of  horses  had  been  stolen  from  there  and  were  supposed  to  have 
been  taken  over  to  the  Canadian  side  I  at  once  notified  all  my  detachments,  and 
also  the  officers  commanding  at  Fort  Macleod  and  Lethbridge.  Nothing  has  been 
seen  of  these  horses,  but  Scout  Cobelle  reported  that  he  discovered  thetracks  of  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ill 


large  band  of  horses — ^which  must  have  passed  in  the  spring — ^between  Cypress  Hills 
and  Wood  Mountain.  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  these  horses  were 
stolen  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  and  their  loss  not  discovered  until  the  fall 
**  round  up."  The  parties  who  stole  them  must  have  crossed  the  boundary  line  some- 
"where  south  of  the  east  end  of  Cypress  Hills,  and  re-crossed  it  into  the  United  States 
below  Wood  Mountain  and  gone  into  Dakota,  where  the  horaes  in  all  probability  had 
their  brands  altered,  and  were  sold. 

A  reported  case  of  cattle-killing  quite  lately  turned  out,  upon  careful  investiga- 
tion by  Sergeant  Tucker,  to  be  devoid  of  any  truth. 

As  is  generally  the  case,  infringements  of  the  liquor  law  are  the  crimes  which 
predominate  in  numbers  over  all  others  this  year,  and  the  majority  of  these  occurred 
at  Medicine  Hat,  the  largest  town  in  the  district.  I  am  happy  to  say  however,  that 
of  late  the  traffic  in  intoxicants  has  been  greatly  reduced  at  tms  place. 

PATROLS  AND   OUTPOSTS.. 

During  the  summer  the  distribution  of  the  division  was  as  follows : — 


Officers. 

Non-Com- 
missioned 
Officers. 

Constables. 

Horses. 

Maple  Creek 

Medicine  Hat 

1 
1 

6 
4 

1 

31 

16 

2 

1 
1 
3 
4 
4 
6 
4 
5 
1 

41 
20 

Swift  Current 

2 

Saskatchewan  Landing . ,    

1 

IXinniore 



1 

■RiilW  HftftH 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

5 

Willow  Creek 

5     ' 

Grabum 

5 

Battle  Creek 

6 

Farwell 

5 

Ea«t  End  Vrmt 

6  &  2  mules. 

Maple  Creek  Town 

2 

The  detachments  at  East  End,  Farwell,  Graburn,  Willow  Creek  and  BulPs  Head 
only  remain  out  during  the  summer,  and  they  have  been  brought  in  since  the  20th 
of  iTovemher  for  the  winter.  All  these  detachments,  together  with  that  at  Battle 
Creek,  are  situated  in  the  Cypress  Hills, — ^to  within  the  last  few  yeara  a  great 
harboring  place  for  Indian  and  other  horse-thieves,  but  now,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
instead  of  being  a  place  of  refuge,  it  is  being  looked  upon  in  an  entire  opposite  light 
by  this  class  of  offenders.  These  posts  are,  therefore,  a  very  important  link  in  the 
line  of  patrol  along  the  frontier.  At  Willow  Creek  we  connect  weekly  with  "K" 
Division  from  the  west,  and  at  East  End  we  send  a  patrol  every  Tuesday  to  connect 
with  "  B  "  Division  from  the  east. 

Several  improvements  have  been  made  this  year  to  the  comfortable  log  houses 
at  each  point.  At  Graburn  the  walls  of  the  building  were  raised,  a  shingle  roof  put 
on  to  replace  the  mud  one,  and  the  whole  building  floored.  Previously  to  this  there 
was  no  floor. 

At  Battle  Creek  the  men  have  built  a  very  good  kitchen  behind  their  quarters. 

At  Farwell  a  first-class  store-house  for  rations,  oats,  &c.,  was  built. 

At  East  End  the  detachment  was  moved  seven  miles  east  of  the  position  it  had 
last  year.  It  is  now  situated  on  the  White  Mud  Kiver,  close  to  where  the  trail  from 
Swift  Current  to  Belknap  crosses.  The  logs  of  the  old  building  were  moved  over  to 
the  new  site,  and  with  the  help  of  a  rancher's  shack,  which  was  given  up  to  the 
police,  a  very  comfortable  house  with  three  large  rooms  was  built. 

Besides  the  usual  patrolling  and  scouting  which  is  done  by  the  men  on  detach- 
ment, and  consists  of  riding  between  the  outposts  and  thoroughly  watching  the 
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country  within  a  radius  of  15  or  20  miles  around  each  post,  a  great  deal  of  extra 
work  is  often  necessitated  by  reports  coming  in  of  hoi^ses  having  been  stolen,  Indians 
getting  off  their  reserves,  &c.,  ac.  These  reports,  in  a  great  many  cases,  do  not  go 
into  particulars,  the  stolen  horses  after  a  few  days  tuni  out  to  have  only  strayed, 
and  the  Indians  may  not  have  pjone  within  200  miles  of  us.  We  have  had  many  cases 
of  this  description  daring  the  year. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  having  received  word  that  some  Stoney  Indians  had 
left  their  reserves,  near  Battlefoiti,  for  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment wanted  them  stopped  near  the  boundary,  so  that  they  might  be  taught  a  lesson 
by  havinff  to  go  all  the  way  back,  I  had  the  whole  district  under  my  command 
thoroughly  scouted  for  nearly  two  weeks  trying  to  find  these  Indians,  and  this  extra 
work  told  greatly  upon  the  horses.  Needless  to  say  we  did  not  find  them ;  they  may 
never  have^  come  this  far,  and  if  they  did,  perhaps  crossed  the  line  outside  of  this 
district  altogether.  If  these  Indians  had  been  followed  from  their  reserve  in  the 
north  they  would  have  been  easily  captured,  but  looking  for  them  so  far  away  from 
their  starting  point  as  we  had  to  here  was  very  much  like  "  looking  for  a  needle  in 
a  hay-stack,  and  '^teaching  these  Indians  a  lesson''  might  have  cost  us  dear,  had 
you  not  ordered  me  to  call  m  the  scouting  parties  when  you  did. 

As  well  as  the  regular  patrols  along  the  frontier,  small  parties  have  been  sent 
out  frequently  during  the  year,  both  from  this  post  and  Medicine  Hat.  These  parties 
visited  the  settlers,  particularly  those  living  at  some  distance  from  any  police  posts. 
They  ascertained  fVom  these  settlera  whether  they  had  any  complaints,  and  also 
picked* up  any  general  information  that  might  be  of  use.  New  settlers  coming  into 
the  country  are  naturally  sometimes  anxious  about  Indians,  or  supposed  western 
desperadoes,  and  a  friendly  visit  from  the  police  every  now  and  then  does  a  great 
deal  towards  reassuring  them.  A  glance  at  the  map  of  this  district  will  show  the 
countiy  has  been  well  covered  by  our  patrolling  parties. 

Several  horses  were  reported  lost  during  the  year,  but  they  have  been  all 
recovered. 

On  19th  September  I  sent  a  four-horse  team  and  single  team  to  McCarthy's  Lake, 
between  Wood  Mountain  and  Cypress  Hills,  to  meet  the  Honorable  the  Minister  of 
Customs  and  his  party,  comprising  the  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Customs  and  the 
Inspector  of  Ports.  I  regret  I  was  unable  to  accompany  them  through  my  outposts, 
but  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  get  away  at  the  time.  However,  Inspector  Primrose, 
of  "  B  "  Division,  who  had  travelled  with  them  from  Wood  Mountain,  remained  with 
the  party  until  they  reached  Kennedy's  post,  when  transport  was  furnished  for  the 
contmuation  of  the  journey  by  "  K  "  Division.  I  saw  the  Minister  when  he  was  passing 
Maple  Creek  by  train  on  his  return  to  Ottawa,  and  he  was  good  enough  to  express 
himself  as  well  pleased  with  the  situation  of  the  outposts,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  taken  through  by  the  teams  sent  from  here. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

The  majority  of  Indians  in  this  district  have  never  taken  **  Treaty,"  and  there 
being  no  reserve,  we  have  not  been  called  upon  to  render  any  assistance  to  the 
Indian  Department,  further  than  to  escort  the  annuity  money  for  the  northern 
Indians  from  Swift  Current  to  Eagle  Creek.  This  duty  was  performed  by  Inspector 
Begin  and  one  constable.  From  Eagle  Creek  the  money  was  taken  to  its  destination 
by  a  party  of  police  from  Battleford. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   RAILROADS. 

The  two  railroads  in  this  district,  namely  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and 
North-Western  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  have  not  called  upon  the  police  this  year 
for  any  assistance.  There  seems  to  be  per^ct  harmony  between  the  management 
and  employees.  I  have  detachments  at  the  following  stations  along  the  line  of  rail- 
way :  Swift  Current,  Maple  Creek,  Dunmore  and  Medicine  Hat.  A  constable  is 
always  present  at  the  arrival  and  departure  of  trains  at  these  points. 
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ASSISTANCE  TO   THE   CUSTOM'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  outposts  on  the  line  of  patrol  have  done  a  great  deal  towards  facilitating 
the  collections  being  made  for  the  Custom's.  All  parties  arriving  in,  or  departing 
from,  the  country  have  been  made  to  report,  and  I  am  satisfied  the  Custom's  l)epart- 
inent  have  lost  no  collections  during  the  past  year.  In  one  instance  a  Half-breed, 
owing  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the  directions  given  to  him  through  an  interpreter,, 
did  not  report  at  the  Custom's  office.  He  was  traced,  and  the  amount  of  duty  collected 
from  him  at  Battleford.    No  seizures  for  Custom's  dues  have  been  made  this  year. 

DISCIPLINE,   CONDUCT,  ETC. 

I  am  able  to  report  that  the  discipline  and  conduct  of  "  A  "  Division  has  been, 
especially  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  excellent.  When  I  first  took  over  com- 
mand there  was  a  slight  increase  of  offences  against  discipline,  but  this  I  attributed 
mainly  to  a  change  of  rigime.  Whilst  on  this  subject.  I  would  like  to  contradict  an 
erroneous  impression  which  seems  to  be  prevalent  in  the  force,  that  this  division  is 
lacking  in  discipline.  If  such  has  been  the  case,  I  can  conscientiously  say  it  is  not 
BO  now,  and  I  believe  that  you  will  bear  me  out  in  this  statement.  "  (rive  a  dog 
a  bad  name  and  it  will  stick  to  it  "  is  an  old  but  true  saying,  and  I  would  respect- 
fully request,  for  the  sake  of  the  division,  that  this  imputation  be  officially  discre(nte(|. 

DRILL,  TABGET  PRACTICE,  ETC. 

Throughout  the  winter  and  duiinff  the  early  part  of  the  spring,  before  the 
detachments  went  out,  drill  was  regularly  carried  on,  both  at  Medicine  Hat  and  here. 
All  the  men  of  the  division  are  well  drilled,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions, 
these  being  men  who,  owing  to  circumstances,  such  as  remaining  out  on  detachment 
during  the  winter  and  summer,  or  being  sick,  were  not  available  when  the  drills 
were  going  on. 

The  target  practice  this  year  has  not  been  satisfactory.  I  was  only  able  to 
complete  the  course  of  dismoanted  practice.  The  revolver  and .  mounted  target 
practice  was  not  carried  out.  Yarious  reasons  tended  to  prevent  my  finishing  the 
full  annual  course.  I  could  not  bring  the  men  in  from  detachment  when  I  wished, 
owing  to  matters  of  greater  importance  necessitating  their  staying  out.  Also  some 
of  the  ammunition  issued  turned  out  to  be  very  inferior,  and  there  was  a  delay  before  a 
fresh  supply  could  be  received  from  Eegina.  Unfortunately,  some  of  the  best  shots 
in  this  divison  fired  with  this  inferior  ammunition  and  made  wretched  scores.  Time 
would  not  permit  of  my  allowing  them  to  fire  over  again  when  the  good  ammunition 
arrived. 

Although  it  may  not  appear  so  from  the  annual  musketry  return,  for  the  above 
reasons,  still  I  can  uafely  say  that  I  have  no  less  than  ten  first-class  shots  in  the 
division,  and  only  few  who  are  not  good  average  marksmen.  I  would  strongly 
recommend  that  means  be  adopted  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  rifle  shooting 
throughout  the  force.  I  would  also  suggest  that  a  medal  or  good  money  prize  with 
a  badge,  be  given  each  year  to  the  best  snot  in  the  Force,  and  that  for  the  best  shot 
in  each  division  a  prize  of  $10  and  gold  badge  be  given,  the  four  men  coming  next 
to  him  to  get  $5.00,  and  a  worsted  badge.  The  badges  to  be  the  same  (viz.,  crossed 
carbines),  and  worn  in  a  similar  manner  as  is  the  custom  in  the  Imperial  service. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  general  physique  of  "  A  "  Division  is  very  good,  the  average  height  being 
5  feet  9  inches  ;  chest  measurement,  37^  inches ;  weight,  158J  lbs,  and  age  29  yeara 

REORUITS. 

No  recruits  have  been  engaged  in  "A"  Division  this  year.    Several  applied 
for  enlistement,  and  their  applications  in  every  instance  were  forwarded  to  head 
quarters.    None  however  were  accepted,  as  they  did  not  meet  the  requirements 
13—8 
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the  force.  Fourteen  members  of  the  division  completed  their  term  of  engagement 
during  the  year  ;  eleven  of  these  re-engaged  for  a  further  term  of  sei^vice  and  the 
remainder  took  their  discharge. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  division,  as  will  be  seen  by  Assistant-Surgeon  Haultain's 
report,  has  been  verv  good.  During  the  winter  there  were  a  gi*eat  many  colds  and 
sore  thix)ats,  caused  by  the  bad  ventilation  and  crowded  state  of  the  barrack  rooms. 
These  barracks  were  originally  built  for  twenty-five  men,  and  we  have  to  crowd 
twice  that  number  into  them  every  fall  when  the  detachments  come  in. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  supplied,  both  at  Medicine  Hat  and  here,  by  the  contractoi-s,  have 
been  particularly  good  this  year.  I  have  not  received  a  single  complaint  about 
them. 

KIT,  CLOTHING,  ETC. 

There  are  twenty-five  men  in  this  division  who  have  no  fur  coats  for  winter 
wear.  I  have  some  fur  coats  in  store  which  are  issued  to  men  (not  having  their 
own),  when  perfornriing  any  duty  which  subjects  them  to  exposure. 

ARMS-ARTILLERY. 

On  2nd  September,  1889, 1  reported  to  you  upon  the  Winchester  carbines  in 
the  possession  of  this  division,  and  attached  a  list  giving  the  number  and  condition  of 
each  arm. 

These  carbines  have  nearly  all  been  on  the  books  at  this  post  for  some  years, 
and  were  spoken  of  in  the  Annual  Reports  for  1887  and  1888,  as  requiring  "to  be 
looked  over."  A  new  lot  of  carbines  will  soon  be  needed,  and  I  would  recommead 
that  before  any  purchase  is  made  something  be  done  to  find  out  if  a  better  arm  than 
our  present  one  cannot  be  obtained.  Most  officers  in  the  force,  I  believe,  agree  in 
condemning  the  Winchester  carbine. 

I  would  repeat  here  a  suggestion  which  has  been  made  sevei'al  times  before,  that 
every  man  in  the  force  should  have  the  same  carbine  throughout  his  whole  term  of 
service,  and  not  have  to  change  every  time  he  is  transferred  from  one  division  to 
another.  The  manner  in  which  small  arms  are  made  cannot  prevent  slight  varia- 
tion in  the  sizes  of  different  parts ;  each  carbine  has  then  its  peculiarities,  and  the 
knowledge  of  one  is  no  guide  to  the  firing  of  another.  A  constable,  to  become  any 
kind  of  a  shot,  should  therefore  understand  perfectly  the  weapon  he  uses,  and  to 
obtain  good  results  should  stick  to  that  particular  arm. 

The  Enfield  revolvers  in  the  possession  of  the  division  are  in  good  order.  There 
is  no  ailillery  either  at  this  post  or  Medicine  Hat. 

DESERTIONS. 

One  constable  deserted  from  the  division  this  year.  He  was  a  useless  man,  and  a 
good  riddance. 

SAVINGS   BANK  DEPOSITS. 

A  man  that  will  save  is  generally  a  steady  man,  and  it  shows  well  for  the  mem- 
bers of  this  division  that  their  deposits  in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  for  the  past 
year  should  amount  to  the  respectable  sum  of  $5,200,  an  increase  of  $2, 127  over  that 
deposited  last  year.    No  division  in  the  force  deposited  so  large  an  amount  last  year. 

STRENGTH  OP   THE  DIVISION. 

The  division  is  up  to  its  full  strength  in  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  but 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  and  at  the  present  time  is  two  officers  short. 
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During  the  summer,  to  carry  on  the  work  properly,  the  strength  of  the  division 
ought  to  be  increased  to  125  men.  Being  split  up,  and  having  to  occupy  two  barracks, 
60  miles  apart,  besides  supplying  so  many  detacnments,  makes  us  very  short  of  men. 
In  fact,  it  IS  sometimes  impossible  to  spare  men  sufficient  to  attend  to  matters  of  the 
utmost  importance.  "  A  "  Division  is  more  scattered  than  any  other  division  in  the 
force.  If  it  is  your  intention  to  add  the  detachment  at  Kennedy's  post  to  this 
division  next  year,  the  increase  I  recommend  will  J)e  absolutely  necessary. 

INSPECTION   OP   DIVISION 

You  visited  and  inspected  the  head-quai*ters  of  the  division  at  Maple  Creek  on 
29th  March,  18th  April  rfnd  10th  November.  The  Assistant  Commissioner  inspected 
the  division  on  6th  May,  and  the  out  posts  along  the  line  of  patrol  between  the 
3rd  and  8th  of  July.  The  detachment  at  Medicine  Hat  was  also  inspected  by 
you  on  12th  January  and  29th  October. 

HORSES. 

The  horses  of  the  division  are  in  good  condition  after  the  summer's  work.  The 
only  remount  received  this  year  was  in  exchange  for  another  horse.  There  have 
been  two  deaths  amongst  the  horses,  and  another  had  to  be  destroyed  on  account  of 
an  injury  to  the  coffin  joint. 

Eight  hoi"ses,  at  the  least,  will  require  to  be  cast,  and  replaced  by  new  ones,  before 
the  patrol  work  commences  next  year.  I  have  at  present  18  horses  on  herd  for 
the  winter,  at  Fish  Creek,  and  this  number  I  will  increase  shortly,  as  several  other 
horses  require  a  good  rest. 

The  total  mileage  covered  by  the  horses  of  "  A  "  Division  this  year,  exclusive  of 
that  in  and  about  the  barracks  at  this  post  and  at  Medicine  Hat,  is  135.396  miles. 
One  horse  travelled  3,926  miles,  and  five  have  done  more  than  3,000  miles,  the 
distance  from  Quebec  to  Vancouver. 

The  distances  in  this  district  are  well  measured,  and  the  above  mileage  very 
correct. 

SADDLERY  AND  HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  of  the  division  is  in  good  order.  Seven  new  saddles  will  be 
required  to  replace  old  ones  that  have  worn  out  and  been  condemned  lately.  Some 
of  the  single  cincha  saddles  in  the  possession  of  the  division  ought  to  be  exchanged 
for  double  cincha  ones;  because,  in  a  hilly  country  like  that  in  which  our  line  of 
patrol  runs,  the  former  is  very  apt  to  give  horses  sore  backs  or  injure  them  in  other 
ways. 

The  harness  is  fairly  good,  some  sets  being  rather  old.  A  number  of  new  collars 
are  re*quired.    We  have  some  in  store,  but  they  are  too  small. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  new  heavy  waggons  received  this  year  have  given  satisfaction,  but  the 
remainder  being  old  are  continually  out  of  repair. 

The  patrol  waggon  1  was  supplied  with  during  the  summer  is  an  excellent  one. 
I  was  unable  to  send  a  proper  vehicle,  and  had  to  borrow  one  from  "  B  "  Division,  to 
meet  the  Minister  of  Customs  when  he  passed  through  my  district.  The  only  light 
spring  waggon  in  the  division  is  an  old  rattle-trap  that  was  used  when  the  Marquis 
of  Lome  made  his  trip  through  the  country.  It  would  not  be  safe  to  go  more  than 
five  miles  outside  the  oarracks  with  it.  I  believe  "A"  Division  is  the  only  one  in 
the  force  which  has  not  a  good,  light  spiing  waggon. 

A  single  buckboard  is  also  greatly  nee'led.     We  have  not  one  at  present. 

FORAGE 

The  hay  put  up  this  year,  though  hard  to  obtain,  is  very  good,  and  quite  equal  to 
that  of  former  years.    The  supply  for  Medicine  Hat,  viz.,  thirty-five  tons,  is  hardly 
13— 8i 
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sufficient,  and  I  shall  have  to  take  nearly  all  the  horses  away  from  there  in  the 
winter,  leaving  only  as  many  as  will  be  requisite  to  do  the  work  about  the  post. 

The  supply  of  oats  in  this  district  being  limited,  I  have  received  the  greater 
part  of  them  from  the  east.    The  oats  were  of  very  good  quality. 

STABLES. 

There  is  not  sufficient  stable  accommodation  at  Maple  Creek ;  another  stable 
to  hold  fifteen  or  twenty  more  horses  ouffht  to  be  built,  A  hospital  stable  is  also 
badly  required.  At  Medicine  Hat  the  stables  are  large  enough  for  the  number  of 
horses  belonging  to  the  detachment. 

GENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 

I  require  four  Smith  &  Wesson  revolvers,  such  as  are  issued  to  men  on  duty 
along  the  line  of  railway;  also  a  sufficient  supply  of  field  glasses,  so  that  besides  those 
issued  to  the  sergeants  of  the  division  I  can  have  enough  for  each  detachment. 
Other  articles  in  tie  way  of  general  equipment  I  make  mention  of  under  different 
headings. 

BARRACKS  AND  BARRAOK  FURNITURE. 

The  barracks  both  at  Medicine  Hat  and  here  have  had  to  have  a  great  deal  of 
plastering  done  to  them  this  year.  On  account  of  these  repairs  the  men  in  barracks 
at  Maple  Creek  were  under  canvas  for  the  greater  part  of  the  summer. 

As  I  have  stated,  the  barracks  here  are  too  small  and  too  crowded  in  winter. 
The  Quartennaster's  store  is  not  large  enough.  Owing  to  this  it  is  nearly  impossible 
to  keep  the  stores  as  they  should  be.  If  a  separate  store  were  built  to  hold  oate, 
with  room  enough  for  a  casualty  store  as  well,  it  would  be  a  great  convenience. 

During  the  year  I  have  had  one  of  the  sections  of  the  waggon-shed  converted 
into  a  store  for  articles  in  charge  of  the  Sergeant-Major.  Hitherto  there  was  no  such 
accommodation.  At  present  there  is  being  built — by  our  own  men — a  good-sized  log 
house  for  a  carpenter  shop ;  the  building  which  is  now  used  for  this  purpose  will  be 
turned  into  a  saddle  and  harness  room. 

1  intend  during  the  winter,  with  your  permission,  putting  up  an  addition  to  the 
recreation  room  large  enough  to  hold  a  billiard  table.  The  fence  around  the  ban-acks, 
which  was  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  aa  being  in  course  of  construction, 
was  finished  during  the  winter.  As  will  be  seen  by  Assistant-Surgeon  Haul  tain's 
report,  the  hospital — ^an  old  portable  building  patched  up — is  hardly  habitable  in 
winter  for  a  sound  man,  much  less  a  sick  one. 

It  is  high  time,  I  consider,  that  the  present  arrangement  by  which  the  division 
occupies  two  barracks  be  abandoned.  The  division  should  be  united  at  either  Maple 
Creek  or  Medicine  Hat,  and  a  detachment  of  four  or  five  men  sent  to  whichever 
place  is  given  up.  Such  a  change  would  be  the  greatest  saving,  both  in  expenditure 
and  in  men,  besides  which,  it  would  ensure  much  more  thorough  cariying  out  of  the 
work  required  to  be  done  by  the  police  in  this  district  than  is  possible  at  present 

We  have  nothing  in  the  shape  of  barrack  furniture,  except  what  is  made  by  our 
own  carpenters,  a  great  deal  of  which  has  to  be  re-made  every  year,  and  a  saving 
in  this  line  might  be  easily  accomplished  by  supplying  the  police  force  with  proper 
barrack  furniture,  such  as  iron  bedsteads,  iron-legged  tables,  &c.,  &c. 

FUEL. 

The  fuel  used  at  this  post  and  at  Medicine  Hat  is  coal,  supplied  from  the  North- 
Western  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  mines  at  Lethbridge.  It  is  an  excellent  coal 
of  its  kind,  but  being  soft,  burns  quickly.  It  also  slacks  a  good  deal,  and  quite  a  loss 
is  experienced  on  account  of  this,  in  spite  of  having  a  good  coal  shed. 

A  small  quantity  of  wood  is  used  for  the  bake-shop. 
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TELEPHONES. 

I  beg  to  reitei^ate  the  recommendation  of  past  years,  viz.,  that  telephone  com- 
munication be  furnished  between  the  baiTacks  and  town  at  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine 
Hat.    It  would  be  a  great  convenience  and  assistance,  besides  a  saving  in  horse-flesh. 

TELEORAPH  LINES. 

The  principal  telegraph  lines  in  this  district  are  those  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Eailway.  From  it  branch  the  North-Western  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  and 
liocky  Mountain  line  at  Dunmore  and  Walsh,  respectively.  The  former  connects 
us  with  Lethbridge  and  Fort  Macleod,  w^hilst  the  latter  gives  us  a  means  of  commu- 
nication with  all  parts  of  Montana,  and  has  been  of  great  use  from  the  fact  that  it 
E asses  the  detachment  at  Battle  Creek,  where  there  is  a  telegraph  office,  the  operator 
eing  Eeg.  No.  1672,  Constable  Kennedy. 

FIRE  PROTECTION. 

At  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine  Hat  the  means  for  protection  against  fire  are  as 
good  as  circumstances  will  permit.  Barrels  and  buckets  filled  with  water  are  kept 
in  the  barrack  rooms  and  other  parts  of  the  post,  ready  to  be  used  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Babcocks  and  hand  grenades  are  well  distributed  and  handy  for  any  emergency. 
Laddena  are  attached  to  all  buildings,  and  great  care  is  taken  in  seeing  that  chimneys 
and  stovepipes  are  kept  clean. 

WATER   SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  here  is  very  limited,  and  we  have  to  depend  upon  a  small  well 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  this  post  for  all  the  water,  except  that  for  horses,  used  in 
the  barracks.  The  water  for  the  horses  is  obtained  from  a  well  in  the  barracks, 
which  is  quite  alkali,  but  not  enough  so  to  affect  them.  ^ 

At  Medicine  Hat  there  is  excellent  water  to  be  obtained  from  the  Saskatchewan, 
upon  whose  banks  the  barracks  stand.  A  well  sunk  there  last  year  has  not  proved 
a  success. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

A  new  bridge  will  have  to  be  built  next  year  between  the  barracks  and  the  town 
of  Maple  Creek.  The  present  one  has  been  in  existence  for  several  yeare  and  is  used 
by  everyone.  The  bridge  put  up  bv  the  North-Wost  Government  last  year  is  out  of 
the  way,  and  not  on  any  direct  trail,  though  on  the  road  allowance. 

FERRIES. 

There  are  two  ferries  in  this  district  crossing  the  South  Saskatchewan  at  Medi- 
cine Hat  and  Saskatchewan  Landing.  The  former  belongs  to  the  police,  and  is  man- 
aged by  one  of  our  own  men ;  the  latter  is  under  the  control  of  a  private  individual, 
and  is,  I  believe,  a  paying  concern,  being  on  the  main  trail  between  Swift  Current 
and  Battleford. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

The  liquor  law  is,  I  think,  throughout  the  country,  considered  to  have 
served  its  purpose.  Public  feeling  is  strongly  against  it.  From  a  policeman's  point 
of  view,  this  law  is  still  more  unattractive  than  it  is  to  the  public.  The  enforcing 
of  it  of  late  has  been  particularly  hard,  owing  to  the  ruling  of  certain  judges,  and  the 
way  dealers  in  liquor  can  protect  themselves  by  permits.  To  obtain  a  conviction, 
is  impossible  almost,  without  some  means  are  adopted  which  in  many  cases  bear  the 
stamp  of  being  outrageous  breaches  of  confidence,  and  the  unhappy  informant  is 
subjected  to  the  revilings  and  a  storm  of  abuse  from  the  community  at  large. 

An  unpopular  law  is  always  difficult  to  carry  out,  and  as  the  country  is  gra- 
dually becoming  more  settled  the  greater  difficulty  is  experienced.  As  a  furtherance 
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of  the  temperance  cause,  few  people  who  live  in  the  North- West  Territories  will 
disagree  with  me  when  I  say  it  has  been  a  failure.  My  experience  is  that  the  law 
does  a  great  deal  of  harm. 

SETTLERS* 

There  has  been  a  largo  influx  of  settlere  into  the  western  part  of  this  district 
during  the  year,  but  in  other  parts  the  immigration  has  been  very  slight. 

The  Canadian  Agricultural  Coal  and  Colonization  Company  brought  out  ftom 
the  south  of  Scotland  a  number  of  new  men  during  the  spring  for  ^eir  different 
farms.  They  appear  to  be  a  steady,  industrious  class,  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
farming.  They  will  no  doubt  make  first  rate  settlers  in  the  country  at  some  future 
date. 

The  new  arrivals  in  the  western  part  of  the  district,  whom  I  allude  to  above,  are 
principally  Austrians,  sixty-five  out  of  seventy-five  families  being  of  that  nation- 
ality, the  remainder  Germans,  and  of  each  a  great  number  are  of  Jewish  extraction. 
These  people  have  settled  down  at  a  point  about  twenty-five  miles  south-west  from 
Bunmore,  and  have  called  thoir  place  Josephburgh,  presumably  after  the  Emperor 
Joseph  of  Austria.  All  are  very  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of  their  first  year's 
experience.  They  were,  however,  unfortunate  enough  to  lose  about  eighty  tons  of  hay 
from  prairie  fires.  Their  ill-luck  in  this  respect  unhappily  is  shared  oy  nearly  every 
settler  in  the  country  this  year. 

Fair  crops  of  oats,  wheat,  and  potatoes  were  raised,  good  buildinffs  and  out- 
houses have  been  built,  and  others  are  in  course  of  construction ;  a  school-house  and 
chui'ch  is  talked  of,  and  a  post  office — if  not  already — soon  will  be  established.  In 
the  way  of  stock,  they  have  about  700  head  of  cattle,  but  very  few  horaes.  Oxen  are 
used  for  hauling  wood,  ploughing,  &c.  Before  spring  they  expect  to  possess  some 
good  teams  of  horees  suitable  for  farm  work. 

These  people  appear  to  be  peaceable  and  haixi-working,  neat  and  clean  in  their 
habits,  and  of  very  ooligin^  disposition. 

The  laws  of  the  country  are  unknown  to  them,  and  none  are  iable  to  speak  or 
read  English.  They  are  therefore  much  afraid  of  breaking  the  law  unintentionally. 
They  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  improbable  stories  told  them  of  the  Indians, 
who  are  a  source  of  anxiety  to  them.  In  consequence  of  this  Beg.  No.  996,  Constable 
J.  Halenbach,  has  been  by  your  order  stationed  at  Josephsburgh  for  the  winter.  This 
constable,  who  is  a  German  by  birth,  has  already  done  a  great  deal  towards  helping 
these  settlers  and  making  them  converaant  with  the  laws  of  the  country. 

OAME. 

This  part  of  the  countiy  has  long  had  the  name  of  being  a  good  one  for  game. 
The  wooded  coulees  of  the  Cypress  Hills,  with  their  clear  springs  and  streams,  form 
good  shelter  for  the  larger  game— deer,  bear,  &c. ;  even  beaver  still  exist  in  small 
numbers.  The  abundance  of  rose  bush  aifords  good  feed  for  the  prairie  chicken, 
while  the  larger  and  more  secluded  lakes  are  the  breeding  gi*ound  of  many  water- 
fowl, besides  being  the  resting  place  of  thousands  during  their  migratory  night  in 
the  spring  and  fall.  Certain  kinds  of  game  are  rapidly  decreasing.  The  only  traces 
of  elk  are  the  numerous  bleaching  horns,  and  antelope  are  only  seen  now  in  small  bands. 
The  close  season  has  been  rigidly  observed  by  the  real  sportman  this  year,  but  there 
has  been  little  check  to  the  Half-breeds  and  Indians  (non-treaty),  some  of  whom 
make  a  practice  of  taking  the  eggs  and  killing  the  young  biixis,  a  custom  which  is 
far  more  destructive  than  wholesale  and  legitimate  shooting  during  the  proper  season. 
It  is  not'^easy  to  punish  these  oft'endei's,  as  their  trips  may  be  taken  under  many 
pretexts — bone  gathering,  &c. ;  but  there  are  several  keen  sportsmen  in  the  district, 
whose  appointment  as  game  guardians  would  have  a  beneficial  effect.  The  number 
of  Indians  who  require  game  for  their  sustenance  is  small,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why,  under  proper  management,  this  district  should  not  continue  to  be  considered 
one  of  the  best  shooting  grounds  in  the  North-West. 
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INDIANS. 


The  Indians  are  scattered  throufi^h  the  disti*icty  as  follows  :  Swift  Currenty  eight 
families;  Maple  Creek,  twenty,  and  Medicine  Hat,  ten — ^thii*ty-eight families  in  au — 
which  will  give  approximately,  fifty-five  men,  sixty  women  and  seventy-five  children. 

The  majority  of  these  Indians  have  never  entered  into  any  treaty  with  the 
Crovemment ;  those  who  have  are  stra^jglers  from  their  reservers,  and  have  been 
away  for  a  long  time.  Some  are  Assinibomes,  but  the  greater  number  Crees.  Polishing 
buffalo  horns  and  selling  them  to  passagers  on  the  trains  passing  through  is  what 
they  mainly  depend  upon  for  a  living  ;  Some  Indians  have  made  as  mucn  as  St  or 
$8  some  days  by  these  means. 

They  have  also  other  ways  of  earning  a  livelihood,  such  as  assisting  the  farmers 
at  haying-time,  gathering  buifalo  bones,  which  are  shipped  Bast  for  fertilizing  pur- 
poses, and  doinff  odd  jobs  about  the  towns.  They  seloom,  however,  remain  long  at 
any  work  which  calls  for  much  energy.  As  a  whole  they  are  a  peaceable,  fairly 
moral  and  well-behaved  lot  of  Indians,  they  give  veiy  little  trouble ;  the  settlers  do 
not  coranlain  about  them,  and  only  one  or  two  have  been  convicted  of  any  crime. 

Buffalo  horns  are  fast  becoming  as  scarce  as  the  buffalo  themselves.  It  will 
therefore  only  be  a  short  time  before  the  Indian  loses  this — as  I  have  already  stated — 
his  pnncipal  source  of  maintenance.  He  will  then  either  have  to  sink  his  dislike  for 
hard  work — as  he  has  a  great  many  of  his  other  traditions — or  take  the  treaty  and 
live  on  the  resei-ves  with  the  other  Indians. 

HALF-BREEDS. 

At  Swift  Current  and  neighborhood  there  is  a  shifting  Half-breed  population, 
which  averages  abou^  eighteen  families,  the  number  there  at  present,  at  Maple-Creek 
and  vicinity,  ten  families,  and  at  Medicine-Hat,  five.  A  few  at  Swift  Current  are  engaged 
in  freighting  from  that  place  to  Battlefoixi  and  other  points  in  the  north;  others 
catch  fish  in  a  lake  near  tnere,  and  the  remainder  polish  and  sell  buffalo  horns.  The 
Half-breeds  at  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine-Hat,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  more 
well-to-do,  and  some  are  among  the  most  respected  people  in  the  community.  Several 
Half-breods  j'eported  at  the  Customs  here  on  their  way  north,  they  having  been  in 
the  United  States  since  the  Eebellion.  Some  of  them  were  in  very  destitute  circum- 
stances, and  I  had  to  give  them  slight  assistance. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

The  last  summer  and  fall  have,  without  doubt,  been  the  worst  experience  the 
people  in  this  country  have  had  of  the  devastating  prairie  fire.  From  the  beginning 
of  March  to  the  middle  of  November  a  day  and  night  have  scarcely  passed  during 
which  we  could  not  see  somewhere  on  the  hoinzon  the  columns  of  smoke,  or  at  night 
the  lurid  glare  in  the  skv  of  a  prairie  fire. 

Settlers  have  lost  m  some  instances  very  heavily  from  this  cause,  their  farm- 
buildings  being  burnt,  &c.  Hay-stacks  all  over  the  country  have  been  destroyed, 
and  this  article,  which  was  scarce  anyway,  on  account  of  the  diy  season,  has  been 
made  still  more  so  by  the  fires  burning  up  the  best  hay  meadows.  Added  to  all  this 
the  finest  catties  ranges  in  the  country  have  been  burnt  over,  and  it  will  be  diflicult 
to  form  an  estimate  of  the  injury  the  cattle-men  *  will  suffer  if  unluckily  the 
approaching  winter  proves  a  hard  one.  Fighting  prairie  fires  this  year  became  most 
heartless  work  to  both  the  police  and  settlers ;  no  sooner  were  they  put  out  in  one 
place  than  they  sprung  up  at  another.  Beside  this,  the  unusually  high  winds  which 
prevailed  most  of  the  time  rendered  the  extinguishing  of  the  fire  an  almost  hopeless 
task.  As  to  where  the  pnncipal  blame  lies  for  this  state  of  affaii*s,  there  can  oe  no 
doubt.  The  fires  in  nearfy  every  case  are  started  by  sparks  from  the  enmnes  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  and  North- Western  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  railway.  We 
are  unable  to  proceed  against  them,  and  it  certainly  appears  these  railways  cannot 
help  it.  The  Canadian  racific  Eailway  have  put  smote  arrestors,  I  understand,  on 
their  engines,  but  these  become  clogged  up  in  such  a  manner  that  the  engineers  have 
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topunch  holes  in  them,  or  take  them  off,  in  order  to  make  sufficient  draught  for  their 
fire.  The  settlera  are  not  altogether  blameless ;  they  are  quite  apathetic  until  the 
prairie  fires  are  burning  all  around  them,  when  they  suddenly  awake  to  the  fact  that 
if  they  had  set  to  work  in  the  spring,  when  the  ground  was  soft,  they  might  have,  by 
ploughing  fire-breaks  along  the  railway  ti*ack,  done  a  great  deal  towards  diminishing 
so  much  destruction  and  loss. 

The  farms  of  the  Canadian  Agriculturial  Coal  and  Colonization  Company  have 
suffered  as  much  as  others,  and  Sir  John  Lister-Kaye,  the  manager,  has  a  scheme 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  taken  up.    It  is  roughly,  I  believe,  as  follows : 

The  railways  and  settlers,  with  the  assistmce  of  the  police,  join  together  in  the 
spnng  and  plough  fire-breaks  along  each  side  of  the  railway  tracks,  and  others 
branching  out  therefrom,  to  stop  the  fires  spreading  should  they  by  any  chance  get 
away  from  the  tracks.  This  of  course  would  involve  a  great  deal  of  work,  but  with 
an  energetic  co-operation  on  the  part  of  every  one,  I  certainly  think  the  scheme 
feasible.  A  few  fires  have  been  started  away  from  the  railways  altogether,  and  there 
have  been  two  or  three  convictions  this  year  of  persons  caught  doing  so. 

Perhaps  the  worst  of  all  the  fires  was  one  in  the  beginning  of  April  which 
originated  between  the  Cypress  and  Sweet  Grass  Hills.  It  was  started  I  think  by  some 
parties  crossing  over  into  the  United  States.  The  remains  of  their  camp  were  found. 
This  fire  burnt  for  two  weeks,  entering  the  Cypress  Hills  at  the  west  end  and  burning 
to  the  east,  destroying  in  its  path  the  remains  of  Old  Fort  Walsh,  a  stable  and  part  of  a 
hay-stack  belonging  to  one  of  the  detachments,  and  much  valuable  timber.  Our  men 
have  been  sent  on  all  occasions  when  a  prairie  fire  was  within  reach,  and  have  i-endered 
much  valuable  sei-vice  and  saved  a  great  deal  of  property, 

QENEBAL   WORK. 

The  work  throughout  this  year  has  been,  on  the  whole,  most  satisfactory.  Crime 
has  been  reduced ;  offenders,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  made  to  answer  for  their 
misdeeds,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  activity  of  the  police  has  prevented  a  great 
deal  of  lawlessness  which  might  be  looked  for  in  a  countiy  such  as  this. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  wish  to  brinff  to  your  notice  the  satisfactory  manner 
in  which  Inspector  Davidson,  commanding  the  detachment  at  Medicine  Hat,  fulfils 
the  duties  he  is  called  upon  to  perform.  He  being  the  only  other  officer  in  the  division, 
I  am  consequently  alone  at  Maple  Creek,  and  were  it  not  for  the  thorough  knowledge 
of  his  duties  possessed  by  Sergeant-Major  Wilde,  I  would  find  it  difficult  to  attend  to 
everything ;  for  fi*om  the  fact  of  the  division  occupying  two  barracks,  the  office  work 
is  particularlv  heavy.  I  have  great  pleasure  also  in  acknowledging  the  assistance  I 
have  received  from  the  other  non-commissioned  officei*s  of  the  division. 

Accompanying  this  are  the  returns  of  criminal  and  other  cases  tried  in  this 
district,  and  of  the  mileage  travelled  by  horaes  of  "  A  "  Division  (not  printed). 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


G.  E.  SANDEES. 

Inspector  Commanding, 


The  Commissioner, 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 
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APPENDIX    M. 


ANNUAL  EBPOKT  OF  INSPECTOE  J.  A.  McGIBBON. 

Nobth-West  Mounted  Police, 

MoBDEN,  30tb  November,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  remarks  re  Manitoba  detach- 
ment. 

At  Morden  I  collect  duty  and  issue  permits  for  the  Crown  Timber  Department. 

At  Manitou,  Corpoi*al  Snow  collects  the  duty  and  issues  timber  permits.  He  cor- 
responds direct  with  the  Inspector  of  Ports  and  does  special  work  for  the  Custom's 
Department. 

At  Ehineland  the  men  are  stationed  on  the  Walhalla  trail.  They  issue  "  Let 
Passes "  to  parties  going  to  the  United  States  side  of  the  line ;  also,  issue  timber 
permits  and  patrol  east  to  Gretna. 

At  Burritt's,  16-1-6  the  men  issue  "  Let  Passes  "  and  look  after  timber,  this  town- 
ship being  heavily  timbered.  They  are  stationed  on  a  trail  leading  to  Elkwood,  Dakota. 

At  W indygate  the  men  issue  "  Let  Passes."  They  are  on  a  ti'ail  which  leads  to 
Langdon,  Dak.,  on  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Eailway.  Their  chief  work 
is  to  keep  Dakota  settlers  from  stealing  wood  from  the  Canadian  side.  At  Snowflake 
the  duty  is  the  same  as  at  Windygate. 

At  Crystal  City  the  men  issue  "  Let  Passes,"  also  timber  permits,  and  see  that 
Dakota  settlers  who  bring  over  wheat  to  be  ground  take  back  the  correct  quantity 
of  floui'  from  the  wheat  brought  over.  They  also  look  after  Pilot  Mound  and 
Clearwater. 

At  Cartwright  the  men  issue  "  Let  Passes  "  and  send  people  who  have  to  pay 
duty  to  Killamey ;  they  are  stationed  on  a  trail  leading  to  Cartwright  and  Holmfield, 
ftrom  St.  John  and  Bottineau.  This  is  an  important  point. 

At  Wakopa  the  men  issue  "  Let  Passes  '  and  issue  Timber  Permits  and  watch 
trails  leadinff  to  Deloraine,  Boissevain  and  Killamey. 

At  Sounsford  they  issue  "  Let  Passes  "  and  watch  trails  leading  from  Bottineau. 

At  these  points  one  man  is  always  at  the  station  to  issue  ^'  Let  Passes  " ;  the  other 
on  patrol. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  sei-vant, 

J.  A.  McGIBBON, 

Inspector. 

The  Commissioner, 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 
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APPENDIX   N, 


North-West  Mounted  Poliv^e — Distribution  State  of  the  Force  by  Divisions  during 

the  Sumraer  of  1889, 
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•B". 
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Sheep  Creek 

Industrial  School. 


Prince  Albert 

Batoche 

Saskatoon  

I  St.  Louis  de  Langevin 
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Victcria 

Red  Deer  .   . . . 
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Appendix  N. — ^North-West  Mounted  Police— Distribution  of  the  Force  during  the 

Summer  of  1889 — Concluded. 
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Appendix  O. — North- West  Mounted  Police — Distribution  of  the  Force  hy  DiTisions 

on  30th  November,  1881). 
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Appendix  O. — ^North-WestMounted  Police — Distribution  of  the  Force  on  the  30th 

November,  1889 — Concluded, 
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APPENDIX  P. 


AKNUAL  REPOET  OF  SENIOR  SURGEON  A.  JUKES,  1889. 

Rbgina,  N.  W.  T.,  20th  December,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  place  in  your  hands,  to-day,  my  Eight  Annual  Report 
as  Senior  Surgeon  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  for  the  year  expiring  on  the 
30th  of  November.  1889,  accompanied  by  the  aimual  reports  of  the  Assistant 
Surgeons  in  medical  charge  of  the  various  posts  throughout  these  Territories  for  the 
year  which  has  just  expired. 

A  careftil  examination  of  these  reports  shows,  that  apart  ffom  accidental 
injuries  and  surgical  cases  generally,  the  health  of  the  force  during  the  last  twelve 
months  has  on  the  whole  been  fairly  good,  and  though  a  large  number  of  cases  appear 
upon  the  sick  reports,  they  have,  with  few  exceptions,  such  as  rheumatism,  specific 
venereal  affections  and  malarial  fever  of  a  mild  type,  been  of  a  comparatively  trifling 
nature  and  of  short  duration. 

With  regard  to  the  specific  affections  above  referred  to,  I  strongly  endorse  the 
remarks  made  in  the  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Bain,  of  Prince  Albert,  respecting 
General  Order  384  of  1882,  which  ordei*s  hospital  stoppages  to  be  made  for  men 
suffering  from  diseases  the  result  of  their  own  indiscretion.  I  regard  the  operation 
of  this  General  Order,  wherever  enforced,  as  mischievous,  tending  to  increase 
rather  than  lessen  the  danger,  both  to  individuals  and  the  community  at  large,  and 
have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  in  the  strongest  manner  that  its  opei-ation  and 
enforcement  be  discontinued.  If  this  is  done  the  presence  of  disease  will  at  least 
become  known,  enabling  such  cases  as  occur  to  be  isolated  under  proper  hospital 
management ;  if  not,  a  monthly  examination  of  every  man  in  the  Force  should  be 
made,  in  oixier  that  its  existence,  if  present,  may  be  made  known,  and  proper  treat- 
ment be  provided.  This  order,  though  not,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  retained  in  the 
printed  "  Regulations  and  Orders  for  the  North-West  Mounted  Police,"  is  still  in 
active  operation  at  headquarters,  and  probably  throughout  the  force,  and  unques- 
tionably with  evil  results.  These  diseases  are  by  no  means  peculiar  to  the  North- » 
West  Territories,  but  are  unfortunately  found  every  where  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  in  all  towns,  cities,  camps,  garrisons,  and  wherever  considerable  numbers  oi 
young,  unmarried  men  are  congregated ;  and  all  unwise  legislation  enforced  under 
penalty  serves  inevitably  to  aggravate  rather  than  diminish  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences of  keeping  its  existence  a  secret,  at  least  from  the  medical  authorities. 

The  large  number  of  cases  appearing  upon  the  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon 
Dodd  at  headquarters,  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner :  1st,  because 
the  number  of  men  at  headquartersis  ordinarily  much  greater  than  at  any  other 
post ;  2nd,  that  all  new  recniits  are  first  received  here,  where  they  become  in  a  mea- 
sure acclimated,  and  get  over  the  disagreable  effects  produced  on  all  newcomers  by 
the  alkaline  constituents  of  the  water  ;  3rd,  that,  so  long  as  the  "  Regulations  and 
Orders  "  are  complied  with,  no  man  is  invalided  from  the  force  until  he  has  first 
appeal  ed  for  final  examination  and  observation  before  the  Senior  Surgeon  at  head- 
Quarters,  where  they  often  remain  for  considerable  periods  under  treatment,  during 
which  time  their  names  appear  often  for  several  weeks  together  upon  the  daily  sick 
report,  whose  length  they  tend  very  materially  to  increase. 

Four  deaths  only  have  occurred  in  this  force  during  the  year  now  terminated, 
two  of  which,  both  of  "  E  '*  Division,  at  Calgary,  were  caused  by  disease — namely, 
Regt.  No.  1751,  constable  Leigh,  of  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  resulting  from 
acute  rheumatism ;  and  Regt.  No.  2058,  Constable  John  Masterton,  suddenly  of 
apoplexy.  Of  the  remaining  two,  the  first,  Regt.  No.  2181,  Constable  Alfred  Perry, 
of  "  K  "  Division  Lethbridge,  was  accidentally  drowned  in  fording  the  Belly  River; 
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the  last,  Eegt.  No.  2329,  Constable  Albert  Hirsch,  of  the  Depdt  Division,  Eegina, 
committed  suicide  by  shooting  himself  with  his  pistol,  in  bari*acks. 

On  the  night  of  12th,  June  1889, 1  left  Eegina  on  a  short  tour  of  inspection  to 
the  western  posts,  beginning  with  "  B  "  Division  at  Calgaiy,  where  I  arrived  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  on  which  day  I  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
drugs,  instruments  and  medical  appliances  at  the  old  hospital,  the  new  one  not  being 
yet  completed,  taking,  at  the  same  time,  a  complete  list  of  all  instruments  and  sur- 
gical appliances  found  there.  The  drugs  I  found  in  good  condition,  and  ample  for  all 
probable  contingencies  for  some  time  to  come.  The  instruments,  of  which  I  made  a 
complete  examination  and  inventory  were  numerous,  and  amply  sufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  the  post,  the  majority  of  these  being  in  fair  condition. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  I  examined  and  subsequently  reported  to  the  Commissioner 
upon  the  case  of  Eegt.  No.  1971,  Constable  Birtwell,  whom  1  found  in  Hospital  at 
Calgary,  and  who,  thii-ty-two  davs  previously,  received  a  severe  injurv  of  the  left 
foreai'm  by  being  thrown  over  the  head  of  his  horse,  which,  had  put  his  foot  in  a 
badger  hole,  some  forty  miles  north  of  Calgary,  on  the  Edmonton  trail,  on  the  14th 
of  May.  He  arrived  at  the  Calgary  hospital,  where  he  first  received  medical  treat- 
ment, on  the  17th.  When  firet  seen  by  me,  on  the  32nd  day  after  the  receipt  of  the 
injury,  the  arm  was  not  in  as  satisfactory  a  condition  as  could  be  desired ;  but  under 
proper  management  and  care  was,  in  my  opinion,  clearly  capable  of  being  restored 
to  perfect  usefulness.  This  opinion  I  then  expressed,  and  suggested  to  the  Assistant- 
Surgeon  in  charge  the  course  I  thought  should  be  pursued.  Assistant-Surgeon  Aylen 
arrived  from  Battleford  a  few  days  (four  or  five)  later,  and  took  the  place  of  Assis- 
tant-Surgeon Par^,  at  a  period _when  nothing  beyond  the  recommendations  already 
made  by  me,  efficiently  carried  out,  were  necessary  to  restore  the  motion  and  use 
of  the  elbow  ioint;  any  obscure  fracture  which  may  onginally  have  existed  having 
already  united.  Had  Assistant-Surgeon  Par6  remained  in  charge  of  the  case,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  result  would  have  been  equally  favourable.  I  have  as  yet  had  no 
opportunity  of  examining  the  new  hospital,  recently  opened  at  this  post,  since  it  was 
completed  and  occupied  ;  but,  judging  from  what  I  saw  of  it  in  an  unfinished  condi- 
tion, it  should  be  one  of  the  most  perfect  in  the  Territories  for  the  purposes  required. 

On  leaving  Calgary  I  proceeded  vid  Dunmore,  at  which  station  I  was  met  by 
Assistant-Sui'geon  Eraser,  to  Lethbridge  and  Fort  Macleod,  leaving  him  in  medical 
charge  of  the  latter  post. 

At  that  period  a  portion  of  the  small  hospital  provided  by  the  Gait  Mining 
Company  for  their  employees  was  used  by  "  K  "  Division,  at  Lethbridge,  as  a  tempo- 
rary hospital,  since  which  period  a  small  but  sufficient  hospital  has  been  specially 
provided  by  the  Department,  which  I  have  not  yet  seen.  Little  sickness,  in  the 
absence  ot  all  zymotic  diseases,  should  exist  at  this  post,  the  location  of  which  I 
regard  as  one  of  the  most  salubrious  in  the  North- West  Territories.  Almost  the 
entire  stock  of  drugs  at  this  post  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  January  last.  New  and 
complete  supplies  of  medical  stores  have  since,  from  time  to  time,  been  forwarded. 
The  furniture  for  the  new  hospital  was  long  since  ordered  through  the  Commissioner. 

Proceeding  from  Lethbridge,  I  visited  and  inspected  the  hospital  at  Fort 
Macleod,  where,  as  at  all  other  posts,  an  adequate  supply  of  all  necessary  medicines 
and  surgical  instruments  is  maintained.  At  some  of  the  posts,  owing  to  the  frequent 
shifting  of  assistant  surgeons,  each  of  whom  wants,  and  requisitions  soon  after  his 
arrival,  for  special  preparations,  which  his  predecessor,  and  probably  his  successor, 
may  not  be  in  the  habit  of  using :  a  great  variety  of  such  articles  exist,  some  of 
them  in  considerable  quantities,  many  of  which  may  not  be  favored  by  the  medical 
officer  temporarily  occupying  the  position  of  assiatant  surgeon  there.  In  one  case, 
that  of  Maple  Creek,  considerable  quantities  of  old,  and  for  the  most  part  deterio- 
rated, stock  had  accumulated,  much  ot  which  had  been  transferred  seven  years 
ago  from  old  Fort  Walsh.  I  had  a  quantity  sent  to  Eegina,  and  such  as  was  not 
spoiled  by  age  and  exposure  was  taken  upon  the  stock  of  the  "  Drug  Supply  "  and 
the  wortnless  articles  condemned  by  me  and  destroyed,  but  in  other  cases  1  have 
preferred  leaving  everything  as  it  stands ;  because,  were  I  to  remove  them,  the  next 
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assistant  surgeon  occupying  the  post  may  perhaps  on  his  arrival  requisition  at  once 
for  the  very  articles  which  were  removed  as  not  being  required  by  his  predeceesor. 

The  next  Post  exan^'^^ed  by  me  was  Medicine  Hat,  on  the  South  Saskatchewan, 
where  a  considerable  detachment  of  "  A  "  Division  is  permanently  stationed.  A  few 
rooms  in  one  of  the  barrack  buildings  are  here  used  for  hospital  purposes,  at  present 
under  the  care  of  Staff  Sergeant  Tullock,  a  very  competent  non-commissioned  officer, 
formerly  with  me  in  the  hospital  at  Regina.  I  found  everything  here  in  excellent 
order ;  only  a  few  men  were  left  in  charge  of  the  outpost,  the  majority  having  been 
detached  on  patrol  duty  south  of  the  Cypress  Hills.  A  small  but  well-selected  stock 
of  drugs,  sufficient  for  all  probable  requirements,  is  maintained  here,  and  it  is  occa- 
sionally visited  by  Assistant  Surgeon  Haultain,  the  highly  efficient  medical  officer 
lately  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  to  "  A  "  Division  at  Maple  Creek,  to  which  po6t 
I  proceeded  after  my  inspection  of  Medicine  Hat. 

I  was  glad  to  find  on  my  arrival  at  Maple  Creek  that  a  great  improvement  had 
been  effected  in  the  water  supply  at  that  post,  and  that  the  new  well  furnishing 
drinking  water  to  "  A "  Division,  whose  headquarters  are  here,  had  at  length  been 
provided.  The  water  now  in  use  is  a  great  improvement  upon  that  obtained  from 
the  old  source,  and  appears  to  be  sufficient  in  quantity.  The  greater  part  of  this 
division  being  engaged  during  the  summer  months  in  patrolling  the  great  plains 
lying  between  the  Oppress  Hills  and  the  international  boundary  line,  only  a  few  men 
remain  in  barracks  during  that  period ;  but  all  cases  of  injury  or  sickness  requiring 
medical  or  surgical  treatment  are  brought  in  for  that  purpose  to  the  headquart'^is 
post  of  the  Division,  And  during  six  or  seven  months  of  every  year  the  greater  part  of 
"A"  Division  is  at  this  post.  It  is,  therefore,  absolutelv  necessary  that  a  competent 
hospital  should  be  provided  there.  For  many  years  I  have  directed  the  attention  of 
the  Department  to  this  important  matter,  the  condition  of  the  old  building,  hitherto 
used  of  necessity  as  a  hospital,  being  so  irredeemablv  bad  that  the  chances  of  a 
patient  suffering  ftrom  any  severe  form  of  disease,  and  necessarily  confined  therein, 
m  any  but  the  finest  weather,  would  be  of  the  woi'st.  I  have  already  on  former 
occasions  said  so  much  upon  this  important  subject  that  nothing  remains  to  be  added 
on  that  score.  The  building  is  simply  unfit  for  habitation,  and  especially  so  for  the 
reception  and  proper  care  of  the  sick.  One  patient  is  at  the  present  time  nnfortu- 
nately  confined  there,  and  it  is  found  almost  impossible,  even  by  nailing  up  blankets 
as  screens  about  his  bed,  to  render  his  condition  tolerable.  The  building  is  not  worth 
repairing,  and  any  more  money  expended  would  be  simply  thrown  away.  It  is  not 
fair  either  to  the  sick  or  to  the  surgeon  placed  in  charge  of  them  that  such  diffi- 
culties should  be  permitted  any  longer  to  stand  in  the  way  of  affording  every  care 
and  comfort  necessary  to  insure  success  in  the  management  of  such  diseases  and 
injuries  as  are  at  all  times  possible  to  men  of  this  force;  and  I  most  urgently  recom- 
mend that  a  small,  comfortable  hospital,  such  as  has  recently  been  erected  at  Leth- 
bridge,  be  provided  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring  of  1890. 

The  report  of  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Tofield,  in  medical  charge  of  "  G " 
Division  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  shows  that  the  health  of  the  men  stationed  at  that 
post  has  been,  as  usual,  remarkably  good.  It  is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation 
that  it  has  been  so  as,  in  case  of  the  outbreak  of  any  form  of  sickness  at  this  post, 
the  hospital  accommodation  at  the  surgeon's  disposal  is  practicallv  m7,  as  a  glance 
at  the  report  referred  to  will  show.  My  report  of  1886  especially  mentioned  the 
situation  of  this  post  as  "  a  highly  salubrious  one,"  which  good  and  well  deserved 
reputation  it  has  continuously  maintained ;  but  conditions  may  very  possibly  arise 
by  which  disease  might  be  imported,  either  from  the  growing  town  of  Edmonton,  in 
its  neighborhood,  or  by  immigrant  settlers  coming  into  the  Territories,  and  especially 
some  of  the  contagious  eranthemata,  under  which  circumstances  the  want  of  proper 
hospital  accommodation  would  entail  increased  danger  and  suffering  upon  all.  More 
than  this:  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  very  nature  of  the  duties  required  of 
and  performed  daily  by  members  of  this  force  renders  them  liable  to  accidents  and 
injuries  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  ordinary  civilians;  and  it  is  in  my  opinion 
of  great  importance  to  the  efficiency,  health  and  well  being  of  the  very  widely 


Digitized  by 


Google 


129 


separated  "divisions,"  that  some  adequate  hospital  accommodation,  however 
limited  in  extent,  should  be  provided  at  every  one  of  the  larger  posts  (the  sooner 
the  better),  and  that  these  should  be  regularly  inspected  at  proper  seasons  by  the 
Principal  Medical  Officer.  Under  the  "  Eegulations  and  Orders  for  the  North- West 
Mounted  Police,"  this  important  matter  has  been  established  by  "regulation;"  it 
being  wisely  decreed  that  "the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  headquarters  will,  at 
least  once  in  each  year,  proceed  to  the  various  districts  and  posts  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  hospitals,    &c. 

The  post  at  Battleford  has  not  been  visited  by  me  since  the  occasion  of  the 
serious  outbreak  of  malarial  fever  in  the  autumn  of  1886,  when  I  visited  it  with  the 
Commissioner  in  the  latter  part  of  September  of  that  year,  at  which  time  I  spent, 
some  days  in  the  old  Post  there.  Since  then,  I  understand,  an  entirely  new  post 
with  a  very  commodious  hospital,  has  been  established  near  the  site  of  the  old  one, 
but  the  new  post  has  never  been  visited  or  inspected  by  me,  my  duties  as  senior 
surgeon  having  been  for  the  most  part  confined  to  the  personal  pei'fonnance  of  the 
enormous  amount  of  office  work  connected  with  the  medical  department  at  head- 
Quai-ters ;  the  whole  of  which,  in  addition  to  many  other  equally  important  duties, 
have,  during  that  entire  period,  been  performed  pei'sonally  by  myself  alone ;  and 
during  the  last  four  years  especially,  owing  to  the  largely  augmented  strength  of  the 
force,  this  gi*eat  and  steadily  increasing  amount  of  office  work,  and  the  continuous 
confinement  it  necessarily  entails,  has  become  a  great  burden.  Various  opportu- 
nities during  these  years  have  been  kindly  afforded  me,  for  visiting  eastern  Canada, 
with  relation  to  the  selection  and  purchase  of  the  annual  medical  supplies,  or  as 
examining  medical  officer  for  recruits,  and  have  been  accepted  by  me  as  a  great  boon ; 
but  on  allthese  occasions  the  inevitable  office  work  to  which  I  have  referred  has, 
during  mv  absence,  been  steadily  piling  up  behind  me,  all  of  which  had  to  be  over- 
taken and  cleared  off  on  mv  return,  in  addition  to  keeping  up  my  regular  current 
duty.  It  is  possible  that  these  visits,  under  present  arrangements  for  the  drug  sup- 
ply, may  be  no  longer  necessaiy ;  but  the  time  hitherto  occupied  by  that  duty  can 
De  spent  with  equal  advantage  to  the  public  service  and  to  myself,  in  making  the 
annual  inspections  required  by  the  "Regulations  and  Orders;"  some  arrangement 
at  the  same  time  may  be  made,  by  which  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  during  my  absence, 
may  perfonn  a  considerable  part  of  the  oitiinary  office  duty,  hitherto  devolving  u^jon 
myself  alone. 

It  will  be  observed  in  the  annual  reports  of  Assistant  Surgeons  herewith  for- 
warded that  comparatively  few  cases  of  endemic  malarial  fever  have  occurred  among 
the  men  during  the  year  now  closed,  and  that  these  have  been  of  short  duration  and 
of  an  unusually  mild  and  benignant  character,  no  fatal  case  having  been  recorded. 
The  reasons  for  this  will  be  at  once  comprehended  by  those  familar  with  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  the  presence  and  intensity  of  this  disease,  in  all  cases  and  every- 
where, depend,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  past  summer  has  been  one  of  the 
coolest  and  most  equitable  which  has  occurred  in  these  Territories  for  manyycars,  and 
that  malarial  fever  of  a  severe  and  malignant  type,  though  not  solely  dependent  upon 
this  especial  factor,  is  never  found  of  a  severe  and  malignant  character  unassociated 
with  long,  continued  and  very  high  ranges  of  summer  temperature,  which,  during  the 
past  season,  have  nowhere  in  these  Territories  prevailed.  It  is  true  that  the  summer 
and  autumn  months  have  been  with  us  preternatural ly  dry,  and  that  the  water  in  the 
North  Saskatchewan,  and  indeed  throughout  the  Territories,  has  been  unprecedented  ly 
low,  thus  laying  bare,  for  many  weeks,  vast  areas  of  low  and  oi-dinarily  marshy  flats, 
mud  banks  and  exposed  river  bed,  ordinarily  covered  with  water  ;  and  had  a  very 
high  diurnal  average  terapei-ature  prevailed  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months, 
then,  from  the  concurrence  of  these  two  causes,  the  summer  of  1889  would  have  been 
long  remembered  as  the  most  fatal  year  in  their  histoiy,  so  far  as  we  have  any 
accurate  knowledge  of  it;  but  fortunately,  though  the  seasons  referred  to  have 
proved  so  unprecedented  ly  dry  that  the  North  Saskatchewan  at  Battleford  could  be 
crossed  with  a  "buokboard,"  the  average  diurnal  tempe^'ature  during  the  summer  and 
autumn  months  has  been  remarkably  low,  and  to  this  happy  though  unusual  circum- 
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stance,  must  be  attributed  our  fortunate  exemption  from  all  serious  and  fatal  fomiBC^ 
malanous  disease. 

I  have  now  reached  a  point  in  my  annual  report  at  which  my  personal  knowledge 
of  the  Noi*th-West  Mounted  Police  posts  ceases.  I  must  therefore  leave  the  excellent 
report  of  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Bain,  of  Prince  Albert,  to  speak  for  itself.  I  have 
already  referred  to  a  portion  of  this  report  as  eminently  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
epidemic  influenza  reported  by  Dr.  Bain  as  prevailing  at  Prince  Albert  in  April  and 
May  last  appeared  about  the  same  time  very  generally  at  Eegina,  where  a  large 
number  of  cases  occurred  which  have  been  recorded  generally  on  the  annual  sick 
report  as  "colds,*'  by  the  Assistant-Surgeon;  the  only  cases  distinctly  shown  as 
*•  mfluenza  "  being  referrable  to  the  days  when,  during  tie  absence  of  the  Assistant, 
Surgeon,  I  personally  presided  at  sick  parade,  and  some  of  these  cases  came  before 
me. 

The  necessity  for  a  small  hospital  at  Prince  Albert,  so  reasonably  asked  for  in 
Dr.  Bain's  report,  must  be  apparent.  I  have  elsewhere  refen-ed  to  the  subject  of 
hospitals  in  this  report.  No  headquarter  post  of  any  division  should  continue 
without  one.  The  remoteness  of  Prince  Albert  and  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
transferring  any  serious  or  important  case  to  headquarters  rendera  it  doubly  necee- 
saiy  that  a  small  hospital  such  as  has  i-ecently  been  erected  at  Leth bridge,  should,  as 
soon  as  possible,  be  provided  at  Prince  Albert  also,  and  I  strongly  recommend  that 
this  suggestion  be  complied  with  as  soon  as  spring  opens. 

Not  only  at  Prince  Albert,  but  at  Lethbridge  and  various  other  posts,  certain 
surgical  instruments  and  appliances  have  been  asked  for,  both  last  yeai*  and  this.  I 
have  no  copies  of  these  requisitions,  which  are  not  always  sent  in  duplicate,  the 
annual  reports  asking  for  them  having  been  forwarded  to  Ottawa.  A  list  of  all 
surgical  instruments  and  appliances  still  necessary  at  the  various  hospitals  should  be 
asked  for  separately  fVom  the  Assistant-Surffeon  at  each  post,  early  in  the  spring  of 
1890,  or  before;  and  the  senior  surgeon  should  be  permitted  to  select  and  order  these 
personallv  when  an  opportunity  occurs  for  his  visiting  Ontario,  as  instruments  sent 
up  on  ordinary  requisition  are  not  always  satisfactory. 

The  whole  of  the  posts  throughout  the  Territories  have  long  since  been  provided 
from  headquarters  with  such  additions  to  the  medical  stores  already  on  hand  as  will 
complete  their  efficiency  and  maintain  them,  at  least  until  1st  May,  1890,  but  no 
annual  medical  supplies  for  the  year  1889-90  having  been  forwarded  from  Eastern 
Canada  as  heretofore,  and  the  stock  at  the  drug  supply  store,  Begina,  having  run  com- 
paratively low,  it  has  been  found  necessaiy  to  purcnase  some  of  those  required  for  this 
purpose  at  Begina.  As  little  as  possible  has  been  purchased,  and  under  ordinary  ciiv 
cumstances  nothing  more  is  likely  to  be  requii  ed  until  the  spring.  I  think  I  am  justified 
ill  recommending  that  hereafter,  at  least  so  long  as  perfectly  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  here,  and  the  ouality  of  the  drugs  furnished  is  as  good  as  of  those 
we  have  hitherto  received  from  Montreal  or  Toronto,  that  no  annual  supplies,  at 
least  of  drugs,  be  forwarded  from  Eastern  Canada  for  the  ensuing  year;  or,  if  any, 
then  only  a  laige  and  full  assortment  on  requisition  for  the  drug  supply,  as  early  as 
possible  in  the  spring  of  1890,  as  I  think  one  year's  experience  will  make  it  manifest 
that  moderate  supplies  forwarded  from  time  to  time  from  headquarters  on  requisition 
to  make  good  definite  articles  of  stock  at  the  various  posts  as  they  become  exhausted 
and  need  replenishment  will,  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  sei-vice,  be 
much  more  economical.  This  proposition,  whether  permanently  adopted  or  not,  is 
certainly  worthy  of  one  year's  trial.  In  the  meantime,  I  forward  herewith  the  annual 
requisitions  for  druses  and  hospital  appliances,  accompanying  the  reports  of  assist- 
tant  surgeons  exactly  as  they  were  received  by  me. 

As  regai^ds  both  instruments  and  hospital  fbmiture,  sueh  as  bedsteads, 
mattresses,  pillows,  bolsters,  easy  chaii*s,  &c.,  and  all  hospital  appliances,  I  recom- 
mend that  tnese,  with  the  surgical  instruments  required,  be  purchased  in  Eastern 
Canada,  after  proper  examination  and  selection,  as  they  are  obtainable  there  of  a 
better  quality  and  at  a  less  price,  even  including  transport,  than  those  obtainable  at 
Winnipeg,  and  definite  instructions  should  be  given  me  as  to  the  course  to  be  pur- 
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sued  with  respect  to  these,  so  that  those  which  are  indispensable  may  be  provided 
without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  following  Annual  Beports  of  Assistant-Surgeons,  are  herewith  forwarded  as 
received  by  me : — 

Annual  Eeport  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Aylen,  "  B  "  Division,  Calgary. 

Annual  EepoH  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Par^,  "C"  Division,  Battleford. 

Annual  Beport  of  Assistant^urgeon  Dodd,  Depot  and  ''  B  "  Divisions,  Begina. 

Annual  Beport  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Eraser,  "  D  "  and  "  H  "  Divisions,  Fort 
Macleod. 

Annual  Beport  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Haultaiu,  *<  A  "  Division,  Maple  Ci*eek. 

Annual  Beport  of  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Bain,  "  F  "  Division,  Prince  Albert. 

Annual  Beport  of  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Mewburn,  "  K  "  Division,  Lethbridge. 

Annual  Eeport  of  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Tofield,  "  G  "  Division,  Fort  Saskat- 
chewan. 

A.  JUKES,  M.B., 

Senior  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX    Q. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  ASSISTANT-SURGEON  P.  AYLEN,  1889. 

Caloaey,  Tth  December,  1889. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  my  annual  report  for^ 
year  ended  the  30th  of  November,  1889. 

The  first  half  of  the  past  year  T  was  stationed  at  Battleford  and  had  medical 
charge  of  "  C  "  Division.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  at  this  post,  except  a  very 
mild  epidemic  of  malaria  fever  which  appeared  last  May.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  all 
my  cases  made  good  recoveries  after  an  aveiiige  of  eleven  days*  illness. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  this  post  is  excellent. 

The  barrack  rooms  are  well  drained  and  ventilated.  I  handed  over  the  Battleford 
hospital  to  Sergeant  Heap  in  spleudid  condition.  The  stock  of  drugs  and  instramento 
are  complete  and  in  good  condition. 

The  beds  and  bedding  are  in  first-class  condition  and  ample  for  that  post. 

"  C  "  Division  has  a  fine,  healthy  lot  of  men,  and  with  the  exception  of  an  occa- 
sional accident  and  a  case  of  malaria  fever,  no  illness  of  any  importance  is  recorded. 
Venereal  diseases  are  unknown  among  this  troop.  On  the  15th  of  May  last  I  took 
medical  charge  of  *'  E  *'  Division,  stationed  at  Calgary. 

The  only  patient  in  hospital  was  Regt.  No.  1971,  Constable  Birtwell,  suffering 
trom  a  fractured  head  of  radius  with  considerable  laceration  of  the  lateral  ligaments 
of  the  right  elbow  joint.  The  injury  was  due  to  the  man  being  thrown  from  hia 
horse  while  on  patrol.  When  I  took  charge  of  the  case  the  joint  was  completely 
anchylosed  and  greatly  swollen,  and  consequently,  I  was  unable  to  make  out  the  frac- 
ture for  some  few  days  until  I  reduced  the  swelling.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  after  a 
long  and  painful  treatment  he  made  a  good  recovery,  gaining  all  the  movements  of 
the  ioint.  On  the  25th  of  June  I  recommended  Eegl.  No.  2207,  Constable  Craig,  to 
be  discharged.  He  was  an  opium  eater,  and  unfit  for  service  in  this  force— discharged 
on  the  24th  July. 

August  16. — Eeg.  No.  1167,  Constable  Jackson,  was  admitted  to  hospital 
suffering  from  rheumatic  fever  attacking  the  left  shoulder  and  elbow  joint.  During 
his  illnesss  pericarditis  complicated  his  disease,  and  for  some  time  I  was  doubtful  of 
his  recovery,  but  after  a  long  and  painful  illness  he  made  a  good  recovery.  This  is 
the  first  case  of  acute  rheumatism  1  have  seen  in  the  force. 

August  16. — I  moved  into  the  new  hospital,  which  is  a  very  substantial  building 
and  ample  for  all  the  patients  at  this  post.  The  clerk  of  Public  Works  is  putting  in 
a  system  of  ventilation  which  I  think  will  work  nicely. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  record  the  death  of  Eeg.  No.  1751,  Constable  Liei^h.  He 
was  admitted  to  hospital  on  the  18th  of  September,  suffering  from  asthma  orajspMe 
complicated  with  valvular  disease  of  the  heart.  On  the  25th  of  SeptemlJer  he 
recovered,  and  at  his  own  request  was  returned  to  duty.  On  the  evening  of  2l8t  of 
October  he  was  brought  to  hospital  suffering  severly  from  dyspn®.  On  examining 
him  I  found  the  mitral  valves  obstructed  and  the  lungs  congested.  On  the  26tS 
of  October  dropsy  set  in,  and  gradually  increased,  until  he  died  on  the  morning  of 
20th  of  November. 

I  called  in  Dr.  Laflerty  in  consultation  in  this  case,  and  he  agreed  with  me  that 
there  was  no  hope  for  him.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  this  barrack  are  very  good. 
The  bai'rack-rooms,  and  in  fact  all  the  outbuildings,  are  well  drained  and  ventilated. 

The  men  at  this  post  are  in  good  condition  and  health.  Nothing  of  importance 
occurred  during  the  last  six  months,  except  the  above  mentioned  cases. 

The  drugs  and  instruments  ar&  in  good  condition,  and  with  a  small  additional 
supply  of  the  drugs  in  every  day  use,  will  be  ample  for  the  year. 
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I  cannot  close  this  report  without  informing  you  of  the  great  assistance  Staff 
Sergeant  Wallace  has  heen  to  me  during  the  past  six  months.  He  is  an  industrious, 
skilful  and  temperate  young  man. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  sick  report  for  the  year  ended  30th  of  November,  1889. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


P.  ATLEN,  M.D., 

Assistant  Surgeon, 


The  Commissioner, 

Nortn-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Diseases  treated  in  the  Calgary  Hospital,  for  the  Tear  ended  30th  November, 


Diseftses. 


s 


Surgeon's  Renuu^DS. 


Conttitutional  Diseases, 


Rheumatism,  acute. 

do           muscular . 
Bilious  fever 


Local  Diseases — Nervous  System, 


Cerebral  congestion  . 

Meningitis 

Insanity 

Cephalalgia 

L\mibago 

Neuralgia. 

Myalgia 


Respiratory  System, 


Cough  and  cold  

Sore  throat 

Cold  and  sore  throat 


Ouinsey 
Ulcerate 


Icerated  throat. 

Pleurisy 

Asthma 


Digestive  System, 


Biliousness  . . , 
Constipation., 

Dysentery 

Diarrhoea 

Hemorrhoids. 
Indigestion. . . 


Typhifites . 
Enteritis... 


Cutaneous  System, 


Sore  lips. 
Eczema.. 


Oenito-Urinary  System, 

Gonorrhoea 

Gonorrhoeal  rheumatism 

Renal  congestion 

Albuminuria 


Circulatory  System, 


Palpitation  of  heart . 
Mitral  obstruction.. 


Surgery, 

Abcess , 

Amputation  of  leg , 

Fractured  head  ot  radius,  with  laceration 

of  lateral  ligaments 

Sprained  elbow  joint 

Minor  surgery 


Ophthalmology  and  Otology, 


Conjunctivitis  . 
Otirrhoea. 


Special  Service, 


Opium  eater. 


1 

34 
1 


41 
11 
17 
2 
2 
1 
1 


18 
9 
1 

30 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 

1 
3 

57 


67 

69 

6 


3 
59 
11 
9 
9 
2 


28 
7 

10 

13 

7 

4 

7 


18 
9 
8 

12 
4 
1 

44 
2 
2 


24 

15 

1 

2 


16 
38 

94 
23 
17 


24 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 


Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 
Civilian  sent  to  Winnipeg  hospitaL 

do  Selkirk,  Man. 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty, 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

Died  of  general  dropsy,  20th  November,  1  am. 


Civilian,  still  under  treatment, 
do      discharged 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 


Discharged  on  the  24th  of  July,  1889. 


P.  AYLEN,  M.  D., 

AssUtant  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX   E. 


AISTNUAL  EEPORT  OP  ASSISTANT-SURGEON  L.  A.  PARlS,  1889. 

Battlbfoed,  30th  November,  1889. 

SiE, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  tender  you  ray  annual  report  for  this  post  for  the 
yeai*  ended  30th  November,  1889. 

Having  been  oi'dei^ed  from  Calgary  on  21st  June,  I  took  medical  charge  of  this 
post  on  30th  June. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  general  health  of  the  men  of  this  district  has  been 
good  throughout  the  year.  I  am  also  happy  to  say  that  the  fear — the  well  grounded 
fear — expressed  by  Assistant-Sui'geon  Aylen  in  his  report  for  1888,  of  an  epidemic  of 
fever  in  this  post  if  the  season  was  dry,  has  not  been  justified  by  fact. 

All  conditions  of  weather,  &c.,  seemed  to  favor  such  an  outbreak,  for  it  has 
been  an  exceptionally  dry  season,  the  rivers  and  creeks  were  very  low — in  fact, 
sloughs,  little  lakes,  &c.,  which  in  the  memory  ot  the  oldest  inhabitants  were  never 
known  to  be  dry,  were  so  this  year.  If  to  this  is  added  the  fact  of  the  absolute 
absence  of  vegetables,  which,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  crop  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  it  has  proved  impossible  to  procure,  we  have,  I  think,  great  cause  to  con- 
gratulate oui'selves  at  our  escape. 

As  compensation  for  the  absence  of  vegetables,  large  quantities  of  lime  juice  were 
allowed  the  men.    In  fact  no  restriction  was  placed  on  the  issue. 

The  use  of  lime  juice  has  been  highly  recommended  by  all  authonties  in  the 
absence  of  vegetables,  and  its  efficacy  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  diseases  attribu- 
table to  the  absence  of  vegetables  is,  I  may  say,  universally  admitted.  Might  not  its 
very  liberal  use,  together  with  other  means,  viz,  strict  disinfection,  &c.,  have  some- 
what contributed  in  preventing  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  which  eveiyihing  seemed 
to  prognosticate.  I  mention  this  merely  for  two  reasons :  first,  on  account  of  all  the 
circumstances  considered  by  all  authorities  as  being  most  favorable  to  an  outbreak 
of  this  special  fever  being  present  at  this  post  this  year  ;  second,  on  account  of  the 
researches  that  the  medical  profession  of  the  Territories  propose  to  make  on  the 
nature,  ongin,  causes  and  treatment  of  this  fever. 

There  nas  been  this  spring  and  again  this  fall,  as  the  daily  reports  show,  some 
febrile  symptoms  amongst  our  njen,  but  they  quickly  subsided  under  the  influences 
of  a  few  doses  of  quinine  and  the  treatment  usually  followed  in  these  cases. 

There  were  321  cases  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  year,  much  the  same 
number  as  last  year.  The  cases  are  also  much  as  usual,  most  ot  them  being  mere 
functional  disturbances.  The  cases  of  adenitis,  epididymitis,  bruises,  sprains,  fle>h 
wounds  &c.,  are  mostly  due  to  accidents  occurring  to  our  artisans  or  to  men  while 
riding  or  handling  horees.  The  number  of  these  cases,  taking  into  consideration  the 
large  amount  of  riding  and  the  constant  handling  of  horses  by  our  men,  is  small  and 
reflects  credit  on  the  carefulness  of  the  men  and  the  gentleness  of  the  horses.  The 
gun  wound  (face  and  eyes)  were  injuries  resulting  from  the  accidental  explosion 
of  a  Winchester  rifle  cartridge,  on  which  case  I  have  already  had  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting to  you  a  special  detailed  report,  and  so  will  refrain  from  giving  any  further 
particulars.  Reg.  ^o.  1814,  Constaole  Grant,  the  victim  of  the  accident  is  now  very 
well  and  doing  active  duty  on  detachment.  His  sight  is  almost  as  good  as  ever, 
though  both  eyes  bear  quite  marked  cicatrices,  the  left  eye  especially. 

The  men's  quarters  are  now  quite  comfortable;  and  each  man  has  1,200  feet  of 
breathing  space.  The  window  space  is  somewhat  below  the  proportion  recommended 
by  authorities  on  construction  of  militaiy  hospital  and  barracKs,  but  our  dwellings 
are  so  advantageously  situated,  there  is  such  an  expanse  of  open  prairie  and  conse- 
quently such  an  amount  of  perfectly  pure  air  all  around  them  with  no  shops  or  any- 
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thing  in  the  vicinity  to  pullute  it,  that  it  matters  not  so  mnch  now,  especially  if  we 
take  into  consideration  the  region  we  live  in,  and  also  the  amount  of  ventilation, 
known  as  spontaneous  ventilation,  which  must  necessarily  take  place  in  all  the  build- 
ings of  this  region.  Sunlight  and  pure  air  are  the  best  and  cheapest  disinfectAuts  and 
they  are  at  our  doors  and  windows  in  all  their  purity  and  with  all  their  purifying 
and  vivifying  properties,  why  not  take  advantage  of  them  and  admit  them  as  freely 
as  possible.  iNo  chemical  substances,  skilfully  used  as  they  may  be  can  equal  sun- 
light, ventilation  and  cleanliness  as  antiseptics. 

Mentioning  cleanliness  (our  men  are  noted  for  their  neatness,  cleanliness,  &c., 
the  reports  from  head-quarters  are  there  to  justify  this  assertion)  ;  but  mentioQin^ 
cleanliness  I  must  say  that  I  greatly  regret  the  absence  of  a  bath-room  at  this  po6t.  I 
have  drawn  the  attention  of  our  commanding  officer,  Superintendent  Antrobus,  to  this 
deficiency,  and  so  fully  alive  is  he  to  the  necessity  that  he  has  already  provided  a 
temporary  one ;  but  I  would  suggest  that  a  permanent  one  of  easy  access  oe  built.  This 
was  also  one  of  the  wise  suggestions  of  my  pi-edecessor  here,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Aylen,  in  his  annual  report  of  last  year,  to  whicn  I  be^  leave  to  refer  you. 

The  greatest  care  has  been  paid  to  the  distribution  of  disinfectant*  aboat  the 
post.  I  found  it  advisable  in  the  latter  part  of  August  and  part  of  September  to  use 
a  weak  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash  in  the  water  barrels,  for  when  the  wat^ 
got  very  low  in  the  river  it  emitted  a  pai*ticularly  weedy  smell.  This  would  point 
to  the  necessity  of  securing  another  source  of  supply  for  such  possible  contingencies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  PAElS, 

Assistant  Surgeon, 

To  L.  W.  Herchbmbr,  Esq,, 

Commissioner  N.  W.  M.  Police, 

Begina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  the  Year  ended  30th  November,  1889. 


Disease. 


30. 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Abecess. 

Adenitis 

Balanitis 

Blistered  feet 

Boils... 

Bronchitis 

Bruises 

CatarrhiJ  Pneumonia.. 

Catarrh,  nasal 

Chancre. 

Conjunctivitis 

Colds  and  coughs. 

Constipation 

Colic 

Diarrhoea 

Dyspepsia 

Deafness , 

Dislocation 


£arache 

jCjpiaiuyimiis 

Plesh  wounds 

Pever  and  chills 

Gastric  disturbance 

Gumboil 

Gun  shot  wound,  face  and  eyes. . 

Hoemorrhoid 

Headache. 

Insomnia 

Lumbago 

Neuralspa 

Odontaxgia 

Otorrhoea 

Otitis 

Pleuritic  pain 

Retention  of  urine 

Rheumatism 

Sore  lips 

Sore  back 

Stye 

Strains 

Sprains 

Stricture 

Tonsillitis 

Ulcerated  mouth 

Ulcer  of  cornea 

Vertigo 

Varicose  veins 


6 
4 
2 
1 
4 
4 

11 
1 
1 
4 
9 

60 

10 
6 

15 
4 
1 


1 

3 
11 
10 
40 

2 

1 

5 
IS 

1 

6 
12 
10 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

r 

1 

1 

15 

9 

1 
26 

5 

1 

1 

2 


75 

55 

10 

1 

5 

38 

33 

10 

1 


63 

5 
52 

5 
15 

2. 

2 


12^ 

\ 

1 

9i 

3 

10 

1 


27 

3 

106 

li 

10 

1 

9 

li 

20 

4 

1 

1 

1 

11 

54 

5 

5 

33 

11 

39 

3A 

60 

6 

67 

Itt 

2 

1 

35 

35 

9 

1| 

13 

1 

1 

1 

11 

It 

12 

1 

13 

lA 

3 

3 

3 

li 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

li 

5 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

26 

1§ 

5 
2 
1 
15 
2 
1 


Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 
One  from  last  year. 
Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do         do 

do         do 

do         do 

do         do 

do         do 

do  do 

One  under  treatment. 
Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do.  do 

do  do 

Hearing  still  dull. 

Shoulder  and  finger ;  both  recovered  and  re- 
turned to  duty. 
Recovered  ;  retiMned  to  duty, 
One  under  treatment. 
Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

One  from  last  year. 
Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


L.  A.  PARfi. 

Assistant  Surgeon: 
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APPENDIX  S. 


ANNUAL  EBPOET  OF  ASSISTANT-SURGEON  H.  JX)DD,  1889. 

SsoiNA,  2nd  December,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  third  annual  report,  covering  the 
period  between  Ist  December,  1888,  and  the  present  date. 

The  health  of  the  men  under  my  charge,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report^  has 

freatly  improved,  no  serioun  accidents  or  cases  of  illness  have  occurred,  indeed  the 
iseases  that  have  been  prevalent  were  mainly  colds,  rheumatism  and  a  few  cases 
of  fever  of  a  simple  type. 

The  sick  parade  still  remains  small  and  the  percentage  of  men  reporting  conti- 
nues to  be  light.  The  recruits  who  have  come  under  my  notice  during  the  year  are 
in  every  respect  satisfactory  in  point  of  physique ;  indeed  a  finer  body  of  men  than 
that  of  the  rorce,  and  those  coming  into  it,  could  hardly  be  found  in  any  regiment 
in  the  world. 

It  is  regretted  by  me  tliat  no  action  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  Ices  of  the 
valuable  rainwater  which  might  be  collected  by  means  of  the  large  roof  of  the 
hospital.  That  this  should  be  saved  for  hospital  purposes  was  pointed  out  last  year, 
and  it  was  further  remarked  that,  unless  proper  eave  troughs  were  put  on  tiie 
building,  injury  to  the  foundation  would  occur.  As  a  matter  of  fact  damage  has 
already  become  apparent.  The  expense  of  catching  the  water  would  be  small,  since 
a  large  cistern  lies  within  some  twenty  yards  of  the  building  :  only  eave  troughs 
are  needed.  A  further  improvement  required  at  the  hospital  is  a  bath  room,  which 
could  be  obtained  by  raising  the  roof  above  the  kitchen.  In  this  additional  space 
baths  and  a  water-heater  could  be  placed,  and  no  doubt  space  could  be  found  for  a 
proper  earth  closet  which  is  greatly  needed  for  patients  who  cannot  be  allowed  to 
go  outside,  as  they  have  to  do  at  present.  A  side-walk  is  much  needed  to  the  hospital, 
and  it  requires  this  convenience  as  much  as  any  other  building  in  the  Barracks,  the 
sick  parade  having  to  travel  some  two  hundred  yards  every  morning  at  8.30  a,m., 
wet  or  dry,  muddy  or  deep  in  snow. 

Last  year  an  improvement  in  the  economy  of  the  hospital  was  mentioned,  and 
the  deserts  ot  Constable  West  were  put  before  you.  This  year  the  good  effects  of 
leaving  the  same  men  constantly  on  the  staff  have  been  very  clearly  noticeable, 
and  the  wise  promotion  of  Constable  West  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant  has  given  him  the 
power  of  control  that  he  needed,  and  which  he  has  exercised  well  and  discreetly. 
Indeed,  of  the  whole  of  ray  staff,  1  am  glad  to  be  able  to  speak  highly.  It  would  be 
veiy  convenient  and  expedient  to  have  them  entirely  released  from  drill  which  they 
now  have  to  attend  and  which  frequently  occurs  at  times  when  their  presence  in 
the  wards  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  patients  and  the  order  of  the  hospital. 
To  so  release  them  would  be  but  reasonable,  as  the  duties  they  now  have  are  gene- 
rally heavy. 

The  (xuard  Room,  which  it  is  part  of  my  duty  to  visit  daily,  has  always  been 
found  clean  and  in  as  excellent  sanitaiy  condition  as  it  can  be  kept. 

The  treatment  of  prisoners,  speaking  from  a  professional  standpoint,  is  good, 
cleanliness  and  regularity  of  habit  and  liberal  diet  are  all  secure  to  them,  as  .was 
reported  last  year. 

The  Chief  Provost  Staff  Sergeant  Pigott  deserves  commendation  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  attends  to  the  bodily  comfort  and  health  of  his  charges,  a  part  of  his  dutv 
which  falls  under  my  especial  supervision.  As,  in  the  absence  of  a  territorial  goal, 
both  civilians  and  police  prisoners  are  held  in  the  barrack  guaixi-room,  the  public 
may  be  interested  to  know  from  myself  that  prisonei'S  receive  proper  treatment  when 
confined  there. 
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The  drugs  on  hand,  as  expected  and  stated  by  me  in  my  last  report,  have  lasted 
through  the  year,  with  very  little  replenishment  from  the  supply  store.  I  consider 
the  stock  still  Iai*ge  enough  to  need  very  little  augmentation. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  I  would  add  that  in  few  forces  would  so  few  cases 
of  malingering  occur  as  among  the  police  of  this  force.  They  are  keen  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  so  far  as  those  are  concerned  who  come  into  contact 
with  me,  seem  to  be  ready  and  willing  to  perform  every  duty,  reasonably  put  upon 
them.    To  my  own  staff  especially  praise  is  to  be  given. 

Most  respectfully  submitting  the  following  report,  together  with  the  annual  sick 
report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir^ 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


HENEY  DODD,  M.R.CS.L., 

Assistant  Surgeon. 


The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Segina. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUISTTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Eoport  for  Year  ended  30th  November,  1889. 


Disease. 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Medical  Cases, 

Abdominal  injury 

Feeble  mind 

Ulcerated  throat 

Tonsillitis.     

Colda 

Influenza^ 

Conjunctivitis. 

Tapeworm 

Psoriasis 

Shinglea 

Diarrhcea 

Dysentery 

Dyspepsia 

Constipation 

Colic 

Biliousness 

Neiuraljg^ 

Myalpa 

Glandular  swelling  on  neck 

G\miboiL 

Bronchitis 

Diptherite 

Lumbago 

Rheumatism 

Sciatica. 

Fever  (simple) 

Effects  of  typhilitis 

Nephritis 

Hcemoptisis. 

Surgery  and  Minor  Surgery, 

Gunshot  wound 

Dislocations 

Fractures 

Bruises 

Sprains  and  strains 

Varicose  veins 

Hernia. 

Kicks  from  horses 

Flesh  wounds 

Hemorrhoids 

Deafness 

Svphilis 

Frostbite 

Sabarious  cyst 

Carbuncle  

Boils 

Whitlow 

Ingrowing  toe  nails 

Scalded  hand. 

do     feet 

Blistered  feet 

Injury  to  jaw 

do      leg 

do      foot. 

do      eye 

do      knee 

Synovitis 

Locomotor  ataxia. 

Epididymitis 

Gonorrncea 


1 
1 

39 
7 
115 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 

65 
2 
2 
2 

15 

10 
5 
1 
1 
3 
6 
2 
4 

15 

1 
14 

1 
1 

1 


1 

3 

3 

48 

48 

5 

1 

11 

14 

4 

2 

8 

2 

1 

1 

20 
3 


8 

9 

156 

65 

240 

10 

16 


17 

90 

4 

16 

4 

55 

15 

8 

4 

4 

5 

117 

5 

10 

370 

5 
213 

9 
15 
19 


28 

78 

75 

222 

298 

24 

13 

94 

110 

12 

45 

130 

13 

7 

7 

75 

28 

13 

2 

6 

9 

13 

10 

3 

9 

22 

53 

12 

4 

70 


28 


Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 

Invalided. 

Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
dD 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


2  cases  under  treatment,  6  returned  to  duty. 
Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

3  cases  under  treatment,  15  recovered  and  re- 

turned to  duty. 
Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

Invalided. 
Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 


do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

48  recovered ;  2  under  treatment. 
1  case  invalided ;  4  returned  to  duty. 
Invalided. 
Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

1  case  invalided ;  1  returned  to  duty. 

2  invalided ;  6  returned  to  duty. 
Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Invalided. 

Recovered  and  returned  to  duty. 
1  under  treatment ;  5  returned  to  duty. 


HENRY  DODD, 

Assistant  Surgeon, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


141 


APPENDIX    T. 


AISTNUAL  EEPOET  OF  ASSISTANT-STJEGEON  S.  M.  FEASEE,  M.D. 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 

Fort  Macleod,  30th  November,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  sabmit  to  you  thi8,  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ended  30th  November,  1889. 

I  took  medical  chai'ge  of  this  post  on  the  19th  June  last,  subsequent  to  which 
time  the  health  of  the  men  has  been  exceptionally  good  when  the  amount  of  expo- 
sure to  which  they  are  subjected  is  considered ;  the  last  few  months  being  principally 
characterized  by  coughs  and  colds  incidental  to  the  season. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  and  vicinity  is  good  and  I  beg  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  any  suggestions  made  by  me  have  been 
cari'ied  out.  The  interior  of  the  Hospital  has  been  lately  painted  throughout  which 
adds  greatly  to  its  appearance  and  comfort.  I  would  recommend  that  a  chair  be 
furnished  for  each  bea,  and  two  invalid's  chaii's  for  each  ward,  as  without  these  con- 
valescing patients  have  nothing  but  their  beds  for  sitting  or  lounging  on. 

The  cases  of  malarial  fever  shown  on  my  returns  were  one  of  a  remittent  the 
other  two  of  an  intermittent  type,  all  thiee  progressed  favourably.  The  list  of  acci- 
dents has  been  small,  considering  the  number  of  out-posts  and  amount  of  riding  done. 

I  enclose  with  this  my  annual  sick  list.  The  average  daily  sick  list  has  been  a 
little  over  six,  which  taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  men  stationed  in  this 
district,  I  consider  very  moderate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  FEASEE, 
To  the  Commissioner  Asst, -Surgeon. 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 


Annual  Sick  Bepoi*t  for  "  D "  and  "  H  "  Divisions,  Fort  Macleod,  for  Tear  ended 

30th  November,  1889. 


Diseasow 


Sui^eon'a  Remarks. 


Adenitis 

Acne 

Abscess  of  finger 

Bruised  foot. . . . , 

do      hand  

do      shoulder.. 

do      testicle 

do      thigh 

Biliousness 

Bubo(Syinp.) 

Bronchitis 

Blistered  foot 

do       heel 

Chancre  (Hunter) 

Catarrh  nasal 

Condylona 

Conjunctivitis 

Catarrhal  pneumonia  

Chafe 

Ciroumcision  ^ 

Cut  lip. 

do  foot , . . , 

do  hand 

Conjestive  headache. 

Constipatkm 

J>iarrhoBa 

Debility 

F^r-ache 

Erysipelas 

Frozen  toe 

do     fin^ 

Fracture  tibia  and  fibuUt . 

do       rib 

Furuncle. 

Feverish  cold 

Fever  (Malarial) 

Gunshot  wound 

Ckmorrhoea , 

Hernia. 

Haemorrhoids 

Inflamed  toe 

Injgrowingr  toe  nail 

Kick  from  horse. 

Lumbago 

Neurlaffia « 

Odontalgia. 

Orchitis 

Rheumatism 

Rheumatism  with  debility 

Result  of  frost-bite 

Strained  back , 

do       knee^ 

Sprained  ankle 

do       wrist 

do       finger 

Synovitis.    

Sore  lips 

do  heel 

Sciatica. 

Stricture  (Urethral) 

Scalded  foot 

Sunstroke 

TonsillitU ...,....«,...-. 


2 
3 
3 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 

15 
6 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 

27 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


76 

3 

1 
12 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

1 

9 

1 

2 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

U 

1 

4 


133 

23 
9 
9 
3 
7 
1 
2 

30 
178 

14 

26 
3 
6 
2 
1 

35 

112 

1 

17 
7 

21 

17 
3 
2 

40 

35 
6 

45 

2 

120 

208 

3 

3 

238 

44 

49 
135 

60 
3 
5 
5 
5 
6 
7 

17 

9 

146 

42 

22 
8 
3 

97 
2 
3 

16 
2 
8 

87 
6 

16 
1 

12 


66-6 

76 

3 

2-6 

3 

3-5 

1 

2 

2 

35-6 

14 

13 

3 

6 

2 

1 

7 

56 

1 

17 

7 

21 

8-5 

1 

2 

1-48 

85 

5 

45 

2 

120 

1516 

1-5 

1-5 

8  13 

14-6 

49 

11-25 

25 

1 

5 

2-5 

2-5 

1-5 

2-5 

4-25 

9 

16-2 

2 

11 

2  6 

3 

1616 


75 
2 
8 

87 
3 

16 
1 
3 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Four  returned  to  duty ;  one  in  hospital 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do  , 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

One  returned  to  duty ;  one  in  hoepitaL 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

Under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

In  hospital 
Returned  to  duty. 
In  hospital. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

In  hospital 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 
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Annual  Sick  Report  fot  "  J)  "  and  "  H  "  Divisions,  &c. — Conchided. 


Disease. 


J5§ 


£1 

1^ 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Tumor  (Jaw). . . 
Varicose  veins. 
"Wound  incised. 

Whitlow 

Vertigo 


7 

65 
19 

7 

1 


7 

32-5 

19 

7 

1 


Returned  to  dut^. 

One  sent  to  Regina ;  one  returned  to  duty. 

Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 


Average  daily  sick  list  6*46. 


S.  M.  FEASER,  M.D., 

Assistant  Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX  TJ. 


REPOET  OF  ASSISTANT  SURGEON  C.  S.  HAULTAIN,  IN  CHARGE 

MAPLE  CREEK. 

Maple  Cbbek,  30th  November,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  period  during  which 
I  have  had  the  medical  charge  of  "  A  "  Division.  I  arjived  at  this  post  on  the  2od 
of  January,  and  took  over  the  Hospital  Equipment  from  StafF-Sergeant  Tulloch.  I 
found  a  liberal  assorlment  of  drugs,  in  good  order,  with  the  exception  of  some  few 
which  had  formed  part  of  the  stock  of  old  Fort  Walsh.  These  have  since  been 
supei*vised  by  the  Senior-Surgeon,  and  forwarded  to  Regina. 

HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  Division,  both  here  and  at  Medicine  Hat,  has  been  good, 
except  in  the  spring  months  when  the  daily  sick  parade  showed  a  dispropor- 
tionately large  attendance,  and  the  Hospital  had  several  occupants,  the  medical  cases 
being  mainly  various  forms  of  sore  throat,  the  surgical  ones  the  result  of  minor 
accidents,  all  of  which  found  a  favourable  termination  however. 

I  would  direct  attention  to  the  number  of  "  colds  "  and  throat  affections,  as 
shown  in  the  appended  list,  particularly  to  that  form  of  ulcerated  throat  known  as 
Follicular  Tonsillitis,  which  shows  an  average  of  3J  days  on  the  sick  report. 

This  is  an  acute  febrile  disoi-der  which  was  prevalent  in  this  district  during  the 
early  spring  months,  the  percentage  of  cases  in  barracks  being  greater  than  amongst 
civilians. 

The  difficulty  of  ventilating  the  crowded  barrack-rooms,  and  the  dry  heat  fVom 
the  stoves,  in  cold  weather,  probably  predisposed  this  complaint,  while  the  exciting 
cause  might  be  looked  for  in  the  mild  chinook  winds  causing  a  rapid  change  of  tem- 
perature and  atmosphere,  and  thawing  of  the  surface-soil.  Rheumatism,  which  i& 
often  associated  with  this  ailment,  was  fortunately  absent.  The  storm-windows  have 
since  been  fitted  with  a  pane  opening  at  the  top,  and  pans  of  water  will  be  kept  on 
all  the  stoves,  so  that  a  smaller  number  of  these  affections  may  be  expected  during 
the  coming  winter. 

One  case  of  bullet-wound  .occurred  at  Medicine  Hat  on  1st  January,  and  made  a 
good  recovery  under  the  treatment  of  Dr,  Olver,  then  acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

I  see  by  last  year's  report  that  the  quality  of  the  drinking-water  was  poor,  and 
caused  much  diarrhoea :  the  new  well  in  use  this  year  seems  to  have  remedied  this. 

Also  that  fever  of  a  malarial  type  showed  itself  No  case  of  either  typhoid  or 
malarial  fever  has  originated  within  ten  miles  of  Maple  Creek  this  year  (the  spring 
opened  with  a  dry  soil,  and  there  has  been  no  marshy  ground  in  the  vicinity  during 
the  summer). 

Several  cases  of  typhoid  (enteric  fevers)  amongst  civilians  have  however  come 
into  Maple  Creek  for  treatment,  and  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  urging  a  more 
thorough  co-operation  between  the  police,  the  citizens,  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way authorities,  as  regai'ds  the  sanitation,  particularly  the  water  supply,  of  even  the 
small  settlements,  and  especially  those  along  the  line  of  railroad,  since  contaminated 
water  at  one  of  these  may  be  the  focus  of  disease  at  many  points  east  and  west.  The 
storage  of  water,  necessitated  in  many  places  by  the  dryness  of  the  countiy,  is  a  dan- 
gerous factor.  If  I  exceed  the  limits  of  my  report,  on  this  subject,  I  trust  that  its 
importance  may  be  taken  as  my  excuse. 

I  was  instructed  in  January  last  to  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  Swift 
Current,  in  the  interest  of  the  police  stationed  there,  as  typhoid  fever  had  been  ex- 
tensive and  malignant  during  the  previous  autumn  months,  and  also  in  preosdiog 
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years.  The  cause  was  clearly  traced  to  the  water  supply,  as  shown  in  my  report  of 
February  4th.  As  a  result,  Mr.  Niblock,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  that  division  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Kailway,  and  Sir  Lister  Kaye,  interested  themselves  in  the- 
matter,  which  was  to  some  extent  remedied.  A  report  lately  received  from  Staff- 
Sergeant  McGinnis,  stationed  there,  states  that  there  has  been  no  case  of  fever  this 
fall  or  summer ;  that  the  old  tank  was  burned,  and  a  new  self  emptying  one  substi- 
tuted. 

I  believe  that  much  could  be  done  towards  diminishing  the  annual  number  of 
typhoid  cases,  and  other  diseases,  by  a  more  thorough  system  of  periodical  inspec- 
tion ;  and  I  beg  to  suggest  that  this  be  effected  by  the  police  assistant  surgeons, 
visiting  the  settlements  in  their  district,  in  the  early  montns  of  spring  and  fall.  The 
distribution  of  disinfectants  is  also  much  needed. 

HOSPITAL. 

The  hospital  at  Medicine  Hat  has  been  improved  since  last  year  and  suits  the 
requi  rements  of  the  post. 

The  hospital  here  has  sustained  many  structural  injmies  from  the  weather, 
since  staff-sergeant  Tulloch's  report  of  last  year,  consequently,  his  remarks  might 
be  repeated,  but  more  forcibly.  The  north-west  sections  of  the  roof,  and  the  chimney, 
were  carried  away  by  a  hiffh  wind  last  spring,  as  predicted  in  a  report  of  Staff-Ser- 
geant Holme  in  1885,  men  oeing  in  hospital  at  the  time. 

The  building  is  unsafe  and  totally  unfit  for  any  serious  case  during  the  winter 
months  ;  this  can  only  be  appreciated  in  cold  and  windy  weather.  The  drugs  are 
liable  to  freeze  on  the  shelves,  as  has  occuiTed  this  montn.  The  hospital-lati*ine  here 
has  been  cleaned  out  this  year,  and  the  general  latrine  at  Medicine  Hat  removed  to 
a  fresh  site.    Eefuse-pits  have  also  been  dug. 

I  append  the  Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  this  post,  with  that  for  Medicine  Hat  as 
forwarded  to  me  by  Staff-Sergeant  TuUoch. 

I  wish  to  mention  my  high  opinion  of  Staff-Sergeant  TuUoch's  capability,  and  the 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  nas  discharged  his  duties  as  hospital-sergeant  at 
Medicine  Hat. 

I  would  also  express  my  satisfaction  in  having  now  a  trained  dispenser  and 
dresser  as  acting-hospital-steward  at  this  post,  viz. :  Eegl.  No.  2299,  Constable  Bates, 
who  came  here  m  August;  before  that  time  I  had  no  experienced  assistant.  He  is 
quite  competent  to  fill  the  position  of  hospital-sergeant.  I  beg  to  close  with  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions  : — 

1.  That  police  assistant^surgeons  periodically  inspect  all  towns  and  settlements 
in  theii'  distinct  with  a  view  to  sanitary  precautions. 

2.  That  a  new  hospital  be  built  at  this  post  before  the  winter  of  189Q. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  HAULTAIN, 

Assistant-Surgeon. 
The  Commissioner 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Begina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  "  A  "  Division,  for  the  Year  1889. 
MAPLE  CREEK. 


Diseases. 


Medical  Gates, 

Colds  and  sore  throats- 
Simple  and  bronchial  colds. . 

do      sore  throat 

Quinsy         do        

Diphtneria 

Follicular  tonsillitis 

Granular  pharynx 

Biliousness  and  dyspepsia 

Cephalalgia 

Constipation 

Diarrhoea  and  colic 

Eczema 

Gastritis 

Headache,  simf)le 

Herpes,  prceputial 

Insonnia 

Megrim 

Muscular  rheumatism 

Neuralgia 

Ophthalmia  tarsi 

do         catarrhal 

Conjunctivitis 

P.  N.  catarrh 

Pleurodynia 

Pyrexia 


Surgical  Ckue$, 

Abscess- 
Alveolar 

Of  antrum 

Chronic  (inquinal  glands) 

Meibomian 

Peri-urethral 

Simple 

Thecal 

Bursitis  

Contusions ...   

Fracture  of  rib 

Frostbite  of  toe 

Furuncles 

Gleet 

€k)norrh(Ba. 

Orchitis,  traumatic 

Periostitis    do        

Sore  lip 

Spndns 

Strains 

Stricture,  spasmodic 

S3moviti8 

Svphilis,  secondary 

Teeth  extracted 

Toothache 

Tumour,  sebaceous 

Wounds,  incised  and  lacerated 


Number 

of 
Cases. 


On  Daily  Sick 
Report. 


30 
7 
8 
2 

12 
1 

IS 
2 

14 

21 
2 
1 
8 
1 
2 
1 
3 
4 
1 
1 
4 
4 
2 
4 


Number 

of 

Days. 


30 
7 

13 

14 

39 

2 

18 

26 

14 

34 

9 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

4 

6 

1 

1 

7 

4 

2 

16 


Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


3 

3 

1 

1 

7 

7 

1 

109 

109 

2 

2 

1 

1 

13 

18 

3 

14 

4 

8 

27 

9 

3 

6 

2 

8 

16 

2 

1 

10 

10 

1 

21 

21 

1 

10 

10 

2 

6 

3 

6 

63 

lOf 

1 

7 

1 

4 

2 

2 

11 

26 

2ik 

3 

3 

2 
2 

8 
26 

>^ 

1 

1 

8 

8 

3 

3 

1 

1 

6 

88 

171 

1 
1 

4J 

7 

i* 

1 

13 
1 

2* 

2 

1 

i' 
!» 

1 

I' 

1 

81 


Remarks. 


Returned  to  duty, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
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Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  "  A  "  Division,  &c. — Concluded. 
MEDICINE  HAT. 


Diseases. 


Number 

of 
Cases. 


On  Daily  Sick 
Report. 


Number 

of 

Days. 


Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


Remarks. 


Biliousness 

Bruises  and  sprains 

Carbuncle 

Colds  and  coughs. . 

Colic... 

Congestion  of  liver . 

Diarrhcea 

Dyspepsia 

Eczema 

Frostbite , 

Cronorrhoea. 

Gunshot  wounds  . . , 

Hematuria. 

Herpes 

Incised  wounds. 

Inflamed  tendon . . . 

Influenza 

Malarial  fever  ... 
Punctured  wounds. 

Rheumatism 

Syphilis,  secondary 

Sore  lips 

Synovitis 

Tonsillitis 

Toothache 


1 
6 
1 

18 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
4 
2 


4 

48 

5 

24 

2 

4 

4 

3 

28 

3 

36 

46 

10 

1 

5 

2 

4 

25 

2 

5 

27 

IS 

13 

36 

6 


4 

8 
5 

1* 

4 

28 

3 
36 
46 
10 

1 

6 

2 

4 
26 

2 

27 
44 


9 
2i 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Transferred  to  Regma. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 


C.  S.  HAULTATNT, 

Amstant  Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX  V. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  ACTING  ASSISTANT^JJRGEON  HUGH  N.  BAIN,  1^9. 

Pbinob  Albbbt,  30th  November,  1889. 

SiE, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  the  annual  sick  report  of  this  Poet 
for  1889. 

There  has  been  much  more  sickness  this  year  than  during  any  former  year.  This 
statement,  however,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  settlement  generally.  The  causes  of 
this  were,  I  believe  climatic,  the  past  winter  being  an  open  and  changeable  one,  and 
the  past  summer  an  exceedingly  dry  one. 

The  average  number  on  daily  sick  list  was  4*37  as  compared  with  1-39  in  1888. 
The  average  number  "  off  duty  "  during  the  past  year  was  1*33.    In  1888  it  was  '81. 

In  1888  there  were  but  five  men  in  the  nospital,  and  all  for  trivial  complaints. 
This  year  there  have  been  twenty-three  men — some  of  them  serious  cases.  The 
average  time  in  hospital  was  11^  days. 

In  April  and  May  last  an  epidemic  of  influenza  broke  out,  the  daily  sick  list  run- 
ning up  then  on  several  occasions  to  over  twenty.  As  I  submitted  a  special  report 
on  this  outbreak  in  May  last  I  need  not  further  refer  to  it. 

Staff-Sergeant  Breadon  suffered  from  several  severe  attacks  of  h(Bmoj)tyrifi.  I 
recommended  that  he  be  granted  six  months'  sick  leave.  This  was  given  him,  and  I 
am  hopeful  that  the  ocean  voyage  he  has  taken,  and  the  change  of  climate  may  greatly 
benefit  him. 

There  are  several  cases  of  gonorrhoea  to  report,  but  I  fear  this  does  not  repre- 
sent all  the  venereal  cases  that  occurred  dui*ing  the  year.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
order  stopping  a  certain  amount  of  pay  of  men  "  off  duty  "  from  venereal  diseases  is 
having  the  efiect  of  making  the  men  conceal  their  disease  and  causing  them  to  seek 
relief  from  druggists  and  quack  specifics.  There  is  thus  a  danger  of  these  diseases 
being  communicated  to  hewthy  men,  and  it  is  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether 
this  order  should  be  continued. 

I  again  bring  to  your  notice  as  worthy  of  special  consideration  the  matter  of 
hospital  accomm^ation. 

The  want  of  a  proper  hospital  has  been  greatly  felt  this  year.  On  one  or  two 
occasions  the  room  used  for  an  hospital  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  at  ail 
times  it  is  unsuitable  for  hospital  purposes.  It  adjoins  one  of  the  ordinary  barrack 
rooms,  the  noise  from  whicn  frequently  disturbs  the  patients,  and  interferes,  in 
some  cases  seriously,  with  their  recovery. 

As  there  is  no  nospital  kitchen  or  cook,  the  patients  meals  have  to  be  prepared 
in  the  troop  kitchen.  It  is  impossible  under  this  arrangement  to  make  the  patients 
as  comfortable  as  I  would  desire. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  a  detached  hospital,  properly  equipped,  be 
built  during  the  coming  year. 

There  nave  been  none  recommended  to  be  invalided  from  this  Post  during  the 
past  year. 

I  examined  six  men  for  re-engagement,  all  of  whom  have  been  accepted. 

Our  drug  supply  arrived  here  only  this  month.  Part  only  of  the  drugs  asked 
for  were  sent,  ana  iJefore  the  end  of  this  year  a  further  supply  will  be  required. 

Several  surgical  instruments  are  much  required,  and  were  requisitioned  for  last 
year,  but  not  sent.  I  would  especially  mention  a  stomach  pump  and  a  set  of  bone 
instruments. 

Hospital  Staff-Sergeant  Waller  has  been  a  great  deal  "off  duty"  from  sickness 
during  the  year.    When  well,  he  has  discharged  his  duties  very  efficiently. 
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Constable  Thompson,  hospital  orderly,  is  deserving  of  mention  for  the  interest 
he  has  taken  in  his  mities.  Daring  Sergeant  Waller's  absence  much  extra  duty  has 
devolved  on  him,  but  I  have  at  all  times  found  him  most  willing  and  attentive. 

Some  gowns,  caps  and  slippers  are  required  for  patients*  use  in  hospitaK  I 
would  also  recommend  that  one  of  Heaps'  oedroom  commodes  be  purchased  for 
hospital  use. 

I  enclose  detailed  statement  of  cases  of  any  importance  treated  here  during  the 
year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant. 


Commissioner  Herchmer, 
Eegina. 

tTH-W 

k  Repo 

HUGH  N.  BAIN,  M.D., 
Acting-Surgi 

ED  POLICE. 

art,  for  the  Year  1889. 

ion. 

NCI 
Annual  Sic 

EST  MOUNT 
rt.  Prince  Alb< 

Disease. 

1 

II 

< 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 

Abscess 

Acne 

1 
1 
1 

22 
3 
4 

17 
8 

21 
1 

53 
4 
1 

2 
5 

10 
2 
3 
2 
1 
4 

12 
6 

84 
1 
7 
1 

13 
1 
1 
6 
1 
6 

14 
7 
2 
5 

6 

1 

3 

44 

18 

8 

17 

16 

21 

1 

79 
20 
80 

82 

6 

1 
3 
2 
6 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

I' 

80 
41 

Returned  to  duty. 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do           do 

do           do 

do           do 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to       do 
Medicine  and    do 

do                do 
Returned  to      do 

do                do 
Severe  dislocation  of  foot  inwards ; 

to  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do           do 

do           do 

do           do 

do           do 

do           do 
On  sick  leave. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do       '    do 

do           do 

do           do 

do           do 

do    ^     do 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to    do 

do              do 

do              do 

do              do 

do              do 

do              do 

do              do 

do              do 
Medicine  and  do 

do              do 

Asthma 

Biliousness 

Boils 

Catarrh 

Coughs 

Contusions. 

Constipation 

Cut  on  eyelid 

Diarrhoea 

Debility 

Dislocation 

returned 

Erysipelas.... 

Extract,  dentis 

Ghftf«>«i 

20 

4 
30 

8 
81 
24 
18 

6 
197 

8 
28 

1 

68 

43 

101 

9 
65 
48 
35 
42 

2 

5 

2 

2 

10 

4 

81 
6 

\' 

2-3 
8 
4 
1 

5i 
43 
101 

^* 

8 

I* 

1 
1 

Frost  bites 

Gonorrhoea 

Gleet 

Hcpniopthy'ds 

Hsemorrhoids 

Headache. 

Indigestion 

Influenza 

Inflammation  of  ear 

Neuralgia. 

Old  injury  to  knee 

Pharyngitis 

Rheumatism,  acute 

do         sub-acute 

do         gonorrhoral 

Strains 

Sore  throat  (ulcerated) 

do  hands  

do  face 

do  lips 

HUGH  M.  BAIN,  M.D., 

Acting  Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX    W. 


ANNUAL  EEPOBT  OF  ACTING  ASSISTANT  SUEGEON  F.  H.  MEWBXTKN, 

1889. 

Lethbridge,  7th  December,  1889. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Medical  Eeport  of"  K  "  Division 
North- West  Mounted  Police,  for  the  year  ended  30th  November,  1889. 

During  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report,  one  hundi^ed  and  seventy-three 
ri73)  cases  have  been  treated.  The  mortali^  from  disease  has  been  niL  One 
aeath  from  drowning  took  place.  Three  (3)  cases  of  malarial  fever  occur- 
ed,  but  in  each  case  the  patient  was  subject  to  the  disease  before  coming  to  the 
country.  Several  severe  accidents  have  occurred,  two  (2)  men  have  been  invalided, 
but  as  a  rule  the  health  of  the  division  has  been  excellent.  The  fever  of  the  coantry, 
whatever  its  nature,  has  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  January,  an  explosion  took  place  in  the  room  in 
which  the  drugs  were  stored  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  the  greater  part  of  our 
stock,  and  of  the  room  also. 

During  the  summer  the  construction  of  a  hospital  at  the  Barracks  was  undertaken 
and  when  completed  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  placing  patients  in  the  Gait  Hospital. 
New  furniture  in  the  shape  of  beds,  mattresses,  etc.,  are  on  the  way,  for  the  new 
buildings.     Our  present  nirniture  is  totaly  unfit  for  use. 

I  would  again  draw  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  small  stock  of  surgical  instru- 
ments and  appliances  at  this  post    We  are  utterly  destitute  in  this  respect. 

I  think  it  would  be  advisable  if  a  case  book,  containing  temperature  charts,  etc., 
were  issued  to  each  Post,  in  which  a  daily  record  of  each  case  could  be  recorded,  the 
book  to  be  kept  by  the  Assistant-Surgeon.  Such  a  book,  if  properly  attended  to, 
would  contain  a  faithful  record  of  all  facts  in  a  man's  illness  and  would  be  invaluable. 
At  present  if  the  history  of  a  care  is  required  some  time  after  its  occurrence,  the  only 
information  given  by  the  present  sets  of  books,  is  the  date  of  entrance  and  discharge 
from  hospital,  the  more  important  facts  have  to  be  written  from  memory.  Dr. 
Aylen  in  last  yeai*'s  report  drew  attention  to  the  necessity  of  such  a  book  and  I  most 
strongly  urge  its  being  issued. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

F.  HAMILTON  MBWBUBN, 

Acting  Assistant-SurgeofL 
The  Commissioner^ 

North- West  M.ounted  Police, 
Begina.  ^ 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report,  Lethbridge,  for  the  Year  ended  30th,  November  1889. 


Disease. 


Medical  Cases, 


Alcoholism 

Bronchitis  (sub-acute) 

Catarrh 

Cephalalgia 

Constipation 

Coryza 

Debility 

Diarrhcea 

Dysentry 

Dyspepsia 

Fever,  malarial  (imported)  .   . 

do     uretnral 

Gastritis 

Hsematamisis 

Lumbago 

Myalgia 

Nephritic  colic 

Keuralp^ 

Oxaluna 

Pharyngitis 

Rheumatism  (inflammatory . ) . 

Sciatica 

Tonsillitis 


Surgical  and  Minor  Surgical 


Abscess , 

Bubo  (sympathetic) 

do  (venereal) 

Chafe 

Chancroids 

Circumcision 

Contusion 

Cystic  tumor 

Death  from  drowning 

Cellulitis  of  finger 

Fissure  of  anus 

Fracture  and  bullet  wound  . . 

do     of  tibia  and  fibul^^ . . 

Frost-bite 

Gonorrhoea , 

Haemorrhoids 

Injury  to  cornea 

do      elbow 

do      finger  nail 

Odontalgia    

.  Ophthalmia 

Scald 

Septicaemia 

Sprain 

Strain 

Stricture,  urethral  (organic)  . 

Synovitis 

Syphilis 

U  leer  of  leg 

Valgus 

Vanoose  veins 

Warts  (venereal) 

Wound  of  finger 

do       foot  

do       throat 

do       shoTilder 


2 

10 
1 

18 
1 

23 
6 

12 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
5 

11 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
6 
2 
2 

10 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

10 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


7 
48 

1 
32 

1 

51 

181 

26 

19 

1 

12 
18 

4 

3 
21 
32 

9 
34 

1 

1 
50 
13 

2 


44 
74 

2 
46 
71 

5 


3 

5 

82 

195 

3 

164 

3 

2 

1 

4 

7 

1 

14 

89 

4 

5 

20 

12 

179 

16 

1 

57 

1 

9 

41 

15 

4 


J 


3 

5 

82 

195 

3 

3 
2 
1 
4 

i* 

14 

89 
4 

18 
20 

6 

179 

16 

1 
19 

1 

9 

41 
16 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Retumod  to  duty. 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

1  sent  to  Regina;  others  returned  to  duty 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Medicine  and  duty. 

do 
On  sick  leave. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 


do 
1  returned  to  duty  ;  1  under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 
Dead. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Extr.  dentis. 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 
On  sick  leave. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

Sent  to  Regina. 
Returned  to  duty. 
Medicine  and  duty. 

1  under  treatment;  others  returned  to 
Medicine  and  duty.  [duty. 

Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 


F.  H.  MEWBURN,  Assistant  Acting  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX    X. 


ANNUAL  REPOKT  OF  ACTmG  ASSISTANT  SUEGEON,  J.  H.  TOFIELD,  1889. 

FoET  Saskatchewan,  22nd  December,  1889. 

SiE, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  annual  report  for  the  year  ended 
30th  November,  1889. 

With  the  exception  of  Reg.  No.  1282,  constable  Mansfield,  who  was  accidentallj 
shot  in  the  thigh,  and  Reg.  No.  1228,  corporal  Dunning,  who  was  thrown  from 
his  horse  and  sustained  a  fracture  and  dislocation,  no  accident  of  a  serioas  nature 
occurred  in  the  troop  since'  my  taking  chai*ge  on  the  1st  June  last,  neither  has  there 
been  any  serious  case  of  sickness  during  that  time. 

In  June,  July  and  August,  the  men  suffered  more  or  less  from  a  mild  form  of 
diarrhoea,  but  that  was  readily  controlled  by  ordinaiy  treatment.  There  were  a  few 
cases  of  venereal  disease,  in  ail  probability  contracted  at  Edmonton. 

New  barrack  rooms,  lavatory,  and  latrines  have  this  autumn  been  built  for  the 
men,  who  have  now  most  comfortably  warm  and  well  ventilated  quarters,  and  this 
post  may  be  considered  to  be  in  a  firet  class  sanitary  condition. 

One  thing  I  must  beg  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to,  and  that  is, 
the  want  of  a  good  hospital.  In  most  places  this  would  be  of  the  greatest  importance, 
but  owing  I  presume  to  the  healthiness  of  the  situation,  and  the  tiivial  amount  of 
sickness,  it  has  either  been  overlooked  altogether  or  considered  unnecessary.  The 
present  building  is  a  most  unsatisfactory  one,  and  unsuitable  in  every  way,  in  the 
first  place,  it  is  a  mere  shell,  with  one  ward  capable  of  holding  two  beds,  and  when 
it  is  freezing  on  the  ground  floor,  it  is  insufferably  hot  upstairs,  and  should  an 
epidemic  occur,  there  would  be  no  accommodation  for  the  patients.  Considerable 
improvement  was  made  two  months  ago,  by  lining  and  ceiling  the  kitchen,  and 
covering  in  the  stairway.    It  is  also  very  much  too  far  from  barracks. 

The  half-yearly  supply  of  drugs  arrived  in  good  condition.  Thei-e  is  now  a 
good  selection.  The  annual  sick  reports  and  estimates  for  the  year  are  herewith 
appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  TOFIELD,  M.D., 

To  the  Commissioner,  Acting  AssUtanUSurgeon, 

N.  W.  M.  Police,  Regina. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE— «G"  DIVISION. 
General  Sick  Eeport  daring  the  Year  ended  30th  November,  1889. 


Diseases. 


Number 

of 
Cases. 


Number 

of 

Days. 


Average 
Duration. 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


,Ajisemia 

Ankle  Dislocated 

Biliousness 

Bronchitis 

Bruise 

Bubo  (traumatic) 

do    igonorrhoeal) 

Cephalalgia 

Cold  and  cough 

Constipation 

Chancre 

Conjunctivitis 

Chafe 

Colic 

Corns 

Debility 

Diarrhoea 

Dog-bite 

Eczema  of  lip 

Erysipelas 

Eye,  affection  of  .   ... 

Farunculus 

Felon 

Gastralgia 

Gonorrhoea 

Gumboil 

Gun  shot  wound 

Hsemorrhoids 

Hepatitis  acute  

Herpes  Zostro  

Horse,  fall  from 

Horse-kick 

Injuries — 

Ankle 

Arm 

Back 

Finger 

Foot 

Hip 

Knee 

Leg 

Neck 

Wrist. 

Indigestion 

Influenza . 

Ing^rowing  toe-nail 

Lumbago     

Nervousness  , 

Neuralgia 

Nose,  ulcerated 

Odontalgia 

Ostitis     

Periostitis 

Rheumatism 

Ribs,  fracture  of 

Sprain 

Strain 

Synovitis 

Svphilis 

Tonsillitis 

Urine,  incontinence  of . 

Varicocele 

Warts 

Whitlow 


1 
1 

10 
2 
1 

7 


3 
2 
1 
3 
4 
1 
2 
22 
1 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 

1 

1 
1 
3 
2 


24 


51 

71 

12 

2 

2 

207 

36 

1 

40 

3 

29 

1 

6 

5 

1 

2 

33 

14 

7 

9 

28 

10 

17 

6 

5 

1 

91 

7 

12 

13 

21 

25 

2 
1 
1 
5 

30 

44 

15 

8 

1 

13 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 

17 

1 

4 

5 

3 

54 

14 

24 

3 

26 

58 

113 

1 

8 

1 

21 


51 

71 

2 

29f 

18 

1 

14i 


li 

1 

1 

IJ 
14 

li 

28 
10 
17 


Still  under  treatment. 


Effects  of  strain  or  injury. 


Invalided. 


li 

1 
45i 

7 

12 
13 

7 
124 

1 
1 

44 

I' 

1 
13 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 

J* 

1 

I' 

6 

14 

26 
58 

4 

1 

21 


One  of  these  brought  over  from  Oct. 
1888. 


JAMES  H.  TOFIELD, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX   T. 


ANinJAL  EEPOET  OF  HOSPITAL  SEEGBANT  E.  A  BRAITHWAITE,  1889. 

"  B  "  Division,  December  Ist,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  annual  sick  report  for  "B" 
Division,  whilst  at  Wood  Mountain,  from  May  Ist,  1889,  to  November  16th,  1889. 

With  regard  to  the  Post,  I  would  suggest  that  some  means  might  be  taken  to 
bring  the  water  from  the  spring  (which  is  very  good  for  drinking  purposes)  into  the 
Post,  as  by  the  way  it  has  oeen  brought  to  the  Post  for  use  this  year  it  is  liable  to  be 
contaminated  with  the  creek  water.    This  latter  is  not  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

There  has  been  very  little  sickness  at  Wood  Mountain  this  year ;  the  most  sick- 
ness has  been  in  the  spring  and  the  fall,  especially  the  latter.  I  found  it  almost 
impossible  to  treat  the  men  fur  colds,  diarrhoea,  etc.,  while  they  were  still  exposed 
to  the  cold  weather  under  canvas. 

I  have  he  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  BRAITHWAITE, 

Social  Sfft. 
To  the  officer  commanding 

"B  "  Division,  K  W.  M.  Police, 
Eegina. 

Forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioner. 

E.  W.  JARVIS,  Superintendent, 

Commanding  "  B  "  Division. 


NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report  Wood  Mountain  for  Tear  ending  November  30,  1889. 


Disease. 


Cold 

Lumbago. 

Constipation  

D^s.  diarrhoea 

Diarrhoea 

do       with  debility 

Chafe    

Contusion 

Contused  wound 

Abcess 

Strain 

Sprained  ankle 

Febricula 

Gastritis 

Colic 

Alveolar  aboess 


^1 


SO 


9 
2 
10 
2 
5 
1 
1 
4 
2 
2 
5 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 


p 


20 

18 

11 

4 

10 
9 
2 
26 
13 
17 
15 
15 
20 

I 

6 

7 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Sent  into  Regina. 


B.  A.  BRAITHWAITE, 

Hospital  Sergetoit. 
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APPENDIX  Z. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OP  VETEEINAET  SUEGEON  J.  BUENETT,  1889. 

Eegina,  30th  November,  1889. 

SiE, — I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ended  30th  November,  1889. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  remarkablv  good  state  of 
health  of  the  horses  of  the  force  after  a  yeai^s'  hard  work,  with  both  feed  and  water 
scarce  along  a  number  of  the  trails  over  which  they  have  been  ridden  or  driven  in 


The  hoi^ses  of  "F"  and  "C  "  Divisions,  those  distributed  along  the  line  of  rail- 
way and  those  in  the  Macleod  District  have  had  extra  hard  work  this  year,  more 
expecially  during  the  latter  pai^t  of  the  summer.  . 

Contagious  diseases  have  not  been  as  numerous  as  in  former  years. 

Typhoid  fever  made  its  appearance  among  the  horses  of  *'  F  "  Division  shortly 
after  the  division  amved  in  Kegina,  but  as  prompt  measures  were  taken  in  isolating 
the  affected  animals  and  thoi*oughly  disinfecting  the  stables,  the  disease  was  kept 
from  spreading,  and  very  few  deaths  occurred.  Immediately  after  the  disease  maae 
its  appearance  I  had  the  temperature  of  all  the  horses  of  the  Division  taken  for 
three  or  four  days,  and  by  this  means  was  enabled  to  detect  several  cases  and  put 
them  under  treatment,  before  any  outward  symptoms  were  presented.  The  fever 
could  not  be  checked,  but  by  giving  them  prompt  attention,  they  were  carried  through 
with  only  a  mild  attack. 

Sevei*al  animals  became  affected  with  glanders  and  were  promptly  destroyed, 
and  measures  taken  to  prevent  its  spread,  which  proved  successful. 

During  the  year  126  remounts  were  purchased,  all  good  useful  horses.  These 
were  pickS  from  about  400  offered  for  sale.  A  great  manv  of  the  rejected  ones  were 
rather  coarsely  bred,  the  result  of  introducing  Clyde  blood,  which  with  broncho 
mares  makes  a  very  objectionable  cross.  The  result  of  such  a  cross  is  usually  an  ill- 
formed  bimte  with  heavy  coarse  head,  ewe  neck,  light  fore  quarters  and  a  round 
beefy  leg.  The  horse  we  require  is  one  standing  from  14.3  to  15.2  hands  in  height, 
fine  clean  cut  head,  long  neck,  high  crest,  sloping  shoulders,  short  back,  round  barrel, 
deep  chest,  broad  round  quartei*s  with  plenty  of  good  flat  bone  and  strong  feet. 
Breeders  could  easily  raise  this  class  of  horses  by  picking  mares  answering  to  the 
desciiption  and  crossing  them  with  a  good  heavy  thoroughbred  horse,  one  having 
plenty  of  bone  and  substance  and  not  standing  over  16  hands  in  height.  The  practice 
of  keeping  three  or  four  different  stallions  on  a  horse  ranch,  all  of  different  Ibreed  is 
a  bad  one  and  can  only  result  disastrously  to  the  hoi-se-breeding  interest  of  the 
countrv. 

While  visiting  one  of  the  ranches  last  spring  where  three  stallions  are  kept  for 
sei-vice,  a  thoroughbred,  a  coach  horse  and  a  Clyde,  I  saw  the  mares  driven  in  and 
corraled  and  the  mares  in  season  picked  out.  Among  the  latter  was  an  extra  nice 
well  bred  mare,  which  was  bred  to  the  Clyde.  I  asked  why  this  mare  was  not 
stinted  to  the  thoi*ouffhbred  horse  instead  of  the  Clyde  and  was  informed  by  the  in- 
telligent horse  wrangler,  that  it  was  not  the  thoroughbred's  turn.  I  would  strongly 
advise  the  horse-brewers  of  the  country,  to  make  it  a  point  to  breed  one  pai-ticulai' 
class  of  horaes.  If  light  caiTiage  or  driving  horses  use  a  standard-bred  trottmg  horse, 
one  with  a  thoroughbred  cross  preferred,  if  heavy  carriage  or  coach  horses,  use  the 
Cleveland  Bay  or  coach  horse,  if  heavy  draught,  get  heavy  draught  mares  to  start 
with,  otherwise  they  will  find  that  they  are  starting  away  back  in  the  race.  The 
broncho  mare,  I  think,  is  better  adapted  for  raising  saddle  horses  from  than  any- 
thing else,  and  as  there  is  an  increasmg  demand  for  good  saddle  horses,  both  in  this 
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country  and  the  east,  I  think  ranchers  would  find  it  more  profitable  to  raise  this 
than  any  other  class. 

Lectures  on  veterinary  matters  have  been  regularly  delivered  at  each  of  the 
posts  during  the  past  year,  and  I  think  good  results  will  follow,  as  the  majority  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  take  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  this  matter. 

Now  that  the  force  throughout  is  fairly  well  horsed,  I  would  strongly  recom- 
mend that  all  four  and  five-year-old  remounts  be  bmught  to  Eegina  to  undergo  at 
least  one  year's  preparation  before  being  sent  to  outpost  duty.  Here  they  would  g€t 
regular  exercise,  and  feed,  giving  a  chance  to  their  bones  and  muscles  to  harden. 
When  sent  to  the  outposts  immediately  after  purchase,  young  horses  perhaps  only  a 
few  days  off  grass,  are  sent  on  long,  hard  trips  and  are  expect  to  travel  at  the  same 
rate  as  old  horses,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  number  of  good,  young  horses  are 
permanently  injured  by  such  work  before  they  have  a  chance  to  develop.  This  would 
incur  an  extra  outlay  for  transportation,  but  the  saving  in  horse  flesh  would  £u 
outbalance  this. 

In  the  matter  of  drugs,  I  would  recommend  that  a  change  be  made  from  the 
present  system  of  purchasing  a  yearly  supply  in  the  east,  as  we  have  to  cany  large 
quantities  of  certam  drugs,  not  veiy  often  used,  but  necessaiy  to  have  on  hand  m 
case  of  an  emergency,  and  which  become  almost  worthless  by  being  kept  for  such  a 
length  of  time.  By  giving  us  a  half-yearly  supplv  instead  of  a  yearly  supply  and 
purchasing  in  Begina,  we  could  carry  much  smaller  stocks  than  we  do  at  present, 
especially  in  the  more  expensive  lines. 

The  drugs  supplied  during  tlie  last  year  by  Messrs.  Dawson  and  Bole  have  bera 
of  the  very  best  quality. 

•    The  Hutchings  saddle,  manufactured  in  Winnipeg  and  now  in  use  two  years  in 
the  force  has  given  eveiy  satisfaction,  and  fVilly  meets  our  requi)*ement6. 

The  horseshoes  supplied  the  force  during  the  past  year  are  an  improvement  over 
those  of  previous  years,  being  of  good  quality  and  a  much  better  pattern. 

Appended  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  number  of  cases  treated  during  the 
past  year. 

Before  closing  I  have  much  pleasure  in  thanking  Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon 
Wroughton  and  the  different  Veterinary-Sergeants  for  assistance  rendered  me  and 
the  attention  they  have  paid  to  the  horses  in  their  charge, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUENBTT, 

Veterinary  Surgeon  N,  W,  Mounted  JPolice. 


NORTH-WBST  MOUNTED  POLIOS. 

Veterinary  return  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  1889  : — 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System, 85 

**  Tegumentary    "      34 

lymphatic         "       11 

"  Nervous  '*       7 

"  Digestive  "      71 

"  Urinary  "      9 

''  Pedal  "      64 

'*  Osseous  "      52 

"  Articular  "       25 

"  Muscular  '' 68 

"  Ocular  ''      6 

Contagious  and  Infectious  Diseases 51 

Wounds  and  Abrasions 213 
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APPENDIX    AA. 


ANNUAL  REPOET  OF  ASSISTANT  VETEEINAEY  SUEGEON  WEOUGHTON, 

1889. 

FoET  MACLEOD,  9th  December,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  forward,  for  the  information  of 
the  Commissioner,  this  my  report  for  the  year  ended  30th  November,  1889. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  been  in  veterinary  charge  of  the  horses  of  the  three 
divisions,  stationed  in  this  section  of  the  countiy,  viz. :  "  D,"  "  H  "  and  *'  K  "  divisions. 
Both  the  head-quarters  of  the  divisions  and  their  detachments  are  constantly  visited 
by  nayself. 

1  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  no  contagious  or  infectious  disease  exists 
amongst  police  horses  in  this  district,  and  that  the  general  health  has  been  wondei^ 
fully  good  throughout  the  year. 

"1) "  division  during  tne  past  year  lost  but  one  horse.  He  was  recommended 
to  be  cast,  but  becoming  paralyzed  in  one  hind  limb,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
destroy  him,  the  paralysis  being  due  to  embolism. 

"H"  division  lost  two  horses,  one  of  which  was  shot,  as  he  was  suffering  from 
acute  glanders,  and  all  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  was  resorted 
to,  and  I  am  ^lad  to  say  with  good  success,  as  no  other  horses  contracted  it. 

''  K  "  division  was  more  unfortunate  than  the  others,  loosing  several  horses  from 
various  causes,  some  of  these  deaths  being  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  after  effects  of 
typhoid  influenza,  which  proved  so  fatal  to  many  of  the  horses  of  this  division  last 
year. 

Another  horse  of  this  Division  had  to  be  destroyed,  owing  to  an  accident  the 
bones  of  the  knee  were  laid  open  (open  joint)  and  the  skull  fVactured.    * 

Thirty-nine  remounts  were  posted  to  these  three  divisions  last  spring,  and  I  am 
glad  to  state  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  have  turned  out  exceedingly  well; 
they  were  all  purchased  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  were  very  carefully 
selected. 

A  public  auction  sale  of  cast  police  horaes  was  held  at  Macloed  on  the  24th 
May  last,  when  four  horses  of  "  D,*^  six  of  **  H  "  and  one  of  "  K  "  were  sold.  These 
horses  sold  very  well  indeed,  considering  that  they  were  used  up  horses. 

I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  both  here  in  Macleod  and  at 
Lethbridge  good  "hospital  stables,"  with  isolated  loose  boxes,  are  veiy  much 
needed.  The  infirmary  stable  here  is  a  portion  of  the  long  log  stable ;  it  answer 
fairly  well  and  is  the  best  we  can  get,  but  there  is  no  way  of  isolating  a  horse  which 
is  or  may  be  suspected  of  suffering  from  a  contagious  or  infectious  disease,  and  uo 
means  of  keeping  up  an  eouitable  temperature,  which  is  so  essential  in  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs.  The  flooring  is  also  very  unsatisfactory,  there  being  no 
proper  drainage. 

Lethbridge  is  even  worse  off  in  this  respect  than  we  are.  They  have  no  regular 
"sick  stable,''  merely  three  stalls  and  a  loose  box,  partitioned  off  fi*om  one  of  the 
large  stables.  This  arrangement,  although  better  than  nothing,  in  the  event  of  an 
outbreak  of  a  serious  nature,  would  prove,  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  highly 
unsatisfactory  for  manv  reasons. 

The  new  stable  built  for  "  D,''  and  completed  last  spring,  has  proved  satisfactory 
and  is  capable  of  holding  some  fifty-one  horses. 

The  large  frame  stable  at  this  Post  now  in  use,  is  very  cold  and  draughty,  and  I 
would  recommend  that  the  board  flooring  be  taken  up,  and  the  spaces  below  filled 
up  with  clay.  The  boards  could  be  replaced  along  the  alley  way  and  the  back  part 
of  the  stalls,  leaving  the  f^nt  so  that  the  fore  feet  of  the  horses  would  i*est  upon  the 
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clay  surface,  the  whole  being  properly  graded  so  as  to  allow  the  urine'  to  drain 
away.  This  would  prove  not  only  beneficial  to  the  horses'  feet,  but  it  would  also 
materially  improve  uie  temperature  of  the  stable. 

The  horseshoe  used  at  this  Post  has  given  satisfaction ;  horses  have  however,  to 
be  frequently  shod,  owing  to  the  dry,  stony  nature  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Post. 

A  large  number  of  horses  are  now  on  detachment,  and  are  frequently  visited  by 
myself,  and  although  worked  hard  they  are  looking  well  and  in  excellent  health. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  cast  some  horses  from  the  several  divisions  in  this  district 
next  spring,  as  there  are  a  few  which  are  unfit  for  further  police  duty. 

The  hoi*seR  not  in  use  at  the  Post  or  on  detachment  are  on  herd  about  five  miles 
from  Fort  Macleod.  These  horses  are  visited  by  myself  twice  a  week,  and  are  herded 
by  a  detachment  of  men  told  off  for  that  purpose. 

The  strict  attention  and  ready  assistance  displayed  by  Staff-8ergeant  Bradlqr 
and  Constable  Ayre  in  carrying  out  my  wishes  and  instructions  is  deserving  of 
especial  mention. 

I  enclose  an  appendix  of  diseases  from  the  30th  November,  1888,  to  the  ZOik 
November,  1889,  for  "  B  "  and  "  H  "  divisions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  WEOUGHTON,  T.S., 

Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon, 
The  Officer  (Commanding 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Fort  Macleod. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE— "H"  DIYISION. 
Vbtbrinaky  Cases,  Ist  December,  1888,  to  30th  November,  1889. 


Diseases. 


Number 

of 
Cases. 


Number 
of  days 
off  duty. 


Average 
Duration. 


Veterinary  Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Abscess 

Anasmia 

Boils 

Bruised  foot 

Burnt  heels 

Calk 

Catarrh 

do     chronic 

Congestion  of  lungs 

Collar  gall 

Colic 

Corns 

Curb 

Dislocation  of  shoulder 

Enlarged  tendon 

Erythema 

Fibroid  tumor 

Glanders 

Incised  woimd 

Inflamed  hock 

Influenza 

Kick., 

Ijaminitis 

Lacerated  wound  of  leg 

Lacerated    woimd   and   fracture  of 

nasal  bones 

Larjrngitis  

Navicular  arthritis 

Ostitis 

Ozoena  

Pneumonia 

Puncture  of  foot 

Saddlegalls  

Scratches 

Splinter  in  foot 

Sprained  fetlock 

Strained  back 

Weed 


1 
1 

1 
2 
2 

1 
2 

11 
4 

13 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
S 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
6 
7 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 


5 
10 
18 
20 
11 
14 
18 


11 
16 
30 
18 
9 
60 

30 
16 
17 


16 
72 
63 

il 

23 
4 

17 


5 
10 
18 
10 

44 


140   i 
17 

"^ 

104 

8 

14 

7 

14 

14 

6 

6 

13 

13 

11 

15 

10 

6 

9 

20 

30 

8 

17 

11 


16 

12 

9 

6 

10 

17 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

One  returned,  the  other  in  hospitaL 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

Cast  and  sold. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 
Destroyed. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

\ 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Died. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


T.  A.  WEOUGHTON,  V.S., 

Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE— «D"  DIVISION. 
Vbterinary  Cases,  Ist  December,  1888,  to  30th  November,  1889. 


Diseases. 


Number 

of 
Cases. 


Number 
of  days 
oflf  duty. 


Average 
Duration. 


Veterinary  Surgeon's  Remarki. 


Abscess 

Bruised  foot 

Burnt  with  rope 

Chafe 

Colic,  flatulent ....   . 

do    spasmodic 

Collar  gall 

Conation  of  lungs. 

Conjunctivitis 

Corns.   

Coronitis 

Cut  on  forearm 

Cut  on  back 


Curb 

Dentition  fever 

Enlarged  fetlock 

Fracture  of  scapula. . 


Fracture  of  radius 

Gangn^ne  of  submaxillary  gland. , 

Inflfuned  hock 

Intermittent  fever 

Influenza 

Incised  wound  of  knee , 

Kick   

Laminitis , 

Lacerated  wound  of  coronet , 

Nephritis , 

Paralysis 

Periostites 

Pink  eye , 

Pumiced  feet 

Pimcture  by  nail 

Punctured  wound  of  forearm. 

Quitlor 

Qxiarter  crack , 

Saddle  gall 

Seedy  toe 

Sesamoidites  

Sore  throats 

Splint 

Sprained  fetlock , 

Sprain,  metcarp.  tendon 

Tnoroughpin  and  bog  spavin 

Tumor 

Pack  Pony— Fistulous  withers. . 


26 

12 

6 

8 

4 

10 
97 
15 
15 
34 
17 
19 
18 

17 
26 

7 


11 
34 
117 
14 
26 
11 
18 
19 
41 
10 
19 
12 
16 
6 


102 
112 


25 
5 
17 
16 
43 
21 
45 


26 

6 

6 

8 

2 

»  2 

13f 

15 

15 

19 
18 

8i 
25 


38 
11 
34 
13 
14 


18 
19 
41 
10 
19 
12 
4 
6 


34 
16 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Returned  to  duty.    Transferred  to 

Leth  bridge. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

Has  recovered,  but  will  always  w»Ik 
lame.    He  is  unfit  for  police  work 
and  should  be  cast. 
Under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Shot.    Incurable. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

Under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Under  treatment. 


T.  A.  WEOUGHTON,  V.S., 

AssistatU  Veterinary  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX   BB. 


ANNUAL  REPOET  OF  VETEBINAEY  STAFF  SBEGEANT  PEINGLE, 
NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE,  1889. 

Maplb  Creek,  Ist  December,  1889. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  30th 
November,  1889. 

The  health  of  the  horaes  of  the  division  is  excellent,  and  has  been  duiing  the  year. 

The  hay  and  oats  supplied  "were  of  good  quality,  although  the  hay  is  not  up  to 
the  standard  of  previous  years,  owing  to  its  scarcity  caused  by  drought  and  prairie 
fires. 

The  detachments  have  been  kept  fully  supplied  with  the  requisite  medicines  and 
appliances,  and  I  have  instructed  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  as  to  use  of  same. 

I  have  recommended  ei^ht  horses  to  be  cast,  six  being  troop  horses  and  two 
attached ;  we  will  require  at  least  12  re-mounts  next  spring. 

I  have  had  our  saddle  horses  and  light  teams  shod  with  plates  during  the  summer, 
as  a  result  there  were  fewer  cases  of  sprains  and  strains  than  formerly. 

I  would  again  recommend  that  a  small  hospital  stable  be  built  at  this  Post,  there 
being  no  possibility  of  isolating  any  case  of  an  infectious  or  contagious  type,  or  in 
the  event  of  any  internal  inflammatory  disease,  there  would  be  no  possibility  of 
combatting  it  successfully,  the  division  stables  being  cold  and  draughty. 

There  are  at  present  on  herd  at  Fish  Creek,  eight  miles  fi*om  this  post,  18  horses 
and  two  mules.  Would  recommend  that  all  the  hoi'ses  that  can  possibly  be  spared 
be  sent  out,  as  it  has  the  effect  of  reciniiting  them  up  for  the  next  season's  work,  and 
is  also  a  saving  on  forage. 

Eequisitions  for  drugs  and  appliances  for  the  use  of  division  have  been  promptly 
filled. 

I  append  herewith  my  annual  report  of  cases  under  treatment  in  Division. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  sei*vant. 


J.  PEINGLE, 
Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant. 


The  Officer  Commanding, 
"A"  Division. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTKD  POLICE— "A"  DIVISION. 
Annual  Sick  Report  of  Horses  for  the  Year  ended  30th  November,  1889. 


Disease. 


Number 

of 
Cases. 

Number 

of 
Days. 

Average 

Duration. 

1 

35 

35 

1 

80 

30 

4 

90 

221 

3 

30 

.  10 

1 

5 

6 

2 

•      20 

10 

2 

10 

5 

3 

46 

15i 

3 

30 

10 

2 

8 

4 

4 

20 

5 

2 

8 

4 

1 

10 

15 

1 

15 

16 

1 

2 

2 

2 

20 

10 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

8 

^         1 

4 

4 

2 

6 

3 

1 

8 

8 

Remarks. 


Necrosis  of  coffin  joint 
Uraemic  poisoning . .   . , 

Quarter  crack 

Lacerated  wounds 

Punctured     do     

Tumors 

Strains 

Debility 

Saddle  galls 

Sore  shoulder 

Burnt  heels 

Bruised  heels 

Synovitis 

Cfallosities 

Peritonitis 

Sand  crack 

Colic 

Eczema 

Ischuria.. 

Constipation 

Coronitis 


Shot. 
Died. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
'  do 

do 
Died. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Maple  Cbeek,  Ist  December,  1889. 


J.  PEINGLE, 
Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant, 
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To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Stanley  of  Preston^  P.C,  G.CB.,  dbc,  dec, 
Governor  General  of  Canada,  <kc,,  d-c. 

May  it  please  Y'our  Excellency": — 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  lay  before  Your  Excellency  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  Force  for  the  year 
1890. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  MACDONALD, 

Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals, 
April  14th,  1890. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP 


COMMISSIONER  L.  W.  HERCHMER, 

NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE,  1890. 


North- West  Mounted  Police, 

Office  of  the  Commissioner, 

Eeoina,  26th  December,  1890. 

The  Eight  Honourable 

Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  G.C.B., 

Minister  of  Eailways  and  Canals, 
Ottawa. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  my  Annual  Eeport  for  the  year  ended  the 
30th  November,  1890,  together  with  the  annual  reports  of  the  following  officers  for 
the  same  period : — 

The  Assistant  Commissioner, 
Superintendent  Cotton, 
do  Mclllree, 

do  Gagnon, 

do  Deane, 

do  Steele, 

do  Perry, 

do  Griesbach, 

do  Jai-vis, 

do  Aiitrobus, 

do  MofPatt. 

Inspector  B  gin,  on  duty  performed  by  the  detachment  in  District  Keewatin 
Senior  Surgeon  Jukes, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen, 
do  Par^, 

do  Dodd, 

do  Haultttin, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Bain, 

do  Mewburn, 

Hospital  Steward  Tulloch, 

do  Braithwaite,  M.D., 

do  Moncrieff,  M.D., 

Veterinary  Surgeon  Burnett, 
Assistant  Veterinary  Sui'geon  Wroughton, 
Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant  Sweetapple,  V.S., 
do  do        Pringle, 

do  do        Poett,  V.S., 

patrol  s-o  otpo  sts. 

Patrolling  has  been  chi-ried  out  during  the  past  year  with  veiy  satisfactory 
results,  as  there  has  been  little  or  no  crime  of  any  kind.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
patrols,  small  patrols,  under  the  command  of  an  officer,  have  frequently  travelled 
through  the  various  districts  and  have  proved  in  a  most  conclusive  manner  that  the 
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regular  patrols  have  done  their  duty  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  law-abiding 
8ettlei*s,  and  have  also  collected  a  large  amount  of  valuable  information. 

There  has  been  a  still  further  decrease  in  horse-stealing,  and  in  all  well  autben- 
ticated  cases  the  thieves  have  been  arrested,  or  have  escaped  across  the  line, 

The  newspapers,  particularly  at  Calgary,  have  made  fi^rave  statements  to  the 
effect  that  numbers  of  horses  and  cattle  have  been  stolen  or  killed  :  while  in 
some  instances  there  is  eveiy  reason  to  believe  that  animals  have  been  made  away 
with,  generallv,  I  think,  it  has  been  found  later  on  that  the  cattle  have  strayed.  As 
long  as  animals  are  turned  loose  on  the  prairie,  as  at  present,  numbers  must  be 
temporarilv  lost,  and  reports  that  they  have  been  stolen  are  as  certain  to  follow. 

Out  of  forty-six  horses  reported  lost  or  stolen  at  Lethbridge,  forty-two  have 
alreadv  been  recovered. 

The  number  of  deserters  from  the  American  army  has  again  greatly  decreased. 
This  is  attributed  by  the  Americans  themselves  to  improved  canteens  and  recreation 
i*oom8  in  their  posts,  and  very  few  bad  characters  have  drifted  to  this  side  of  the 
line  ;  although  it  was  expected  that  the  influx,  caused  by  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  from  Lethbridge  to  Great  Falls,  Montana,  would  have  greatly  increased 
the  Police  duties. 

Our  outposts  are  becoming  more  numerous  every  year,  and  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  we  are  rapidly  improving  our  buildings,  and  thereby  better  ensuring  theeonoufort 
of  our  men  who  undergo  very  severe  hardships  at  times  on  patrol. 

A  fine  outpost,  costing  about  $2,600,  with  stable  and  corral,  has  been  built 
at  CJoutts,  where  the  Lethbridge  and  Great  Falls  I'oad  crosses  the  line;  a  new 
outpost  has  been  completed  at  Stand  Off,  which  will  afford  accommodation  for 
a  large  party  when  required.  This  is  close  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Indian 
Agency  on  the  Blood  Reserve,  and  is  considered  one  of  our  most  important 
outposts. 

A  considerable  number  of  improvements  have  also  been  made  in  many  other  out- 
posts, all  by  Police  labour,  and  competent  judges  have  pronounced  the  work 
excellent  and  very  cheap. 

1  hope,  with  your  approbation,  to  erect  a  large  number  of  new  outposts  next 
season,  aa  the  settlement  of  the  country  demands  increased  Police  protection.  I 
feel  assured  that  the  great  cause  of  the  absence  of  crime  on  our  side  is  the  present 
outpost  and  patrol  system. 

This  system  has  now  been  extended  all  along  the  Manitoba  frontier,  fVom 
Ridgetown,  east  of  Emerson,  to  the  western  boundary.  In  Manitoba,  however, 
therolice  merely  act  as  Customs  officei's  and  general  agents  for  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  in  matters  connected  with  hay  and  timber  permits,  but  could  be 
utilized  for  Police  purposes  if  called  upon. 

In  Manitoba  we  have  no  buildings  of  our  own,  and  our  men  all  board  at  conve- 
nient places. 

Inspector  McGibbon  is  still  in  charge  of  the  Manitoba  frontier,  and  his  com- 
mand has  given  satisfaction  to  the  Departments  concerned. 

During  the  summer,  the  Honourable  Minister  of  Customs,  with  a  party  of 
Police  under  Sergeant  Waite,  went  through  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  with  pacK-horses 
and  visited  the  Kootenai  country.  The  arrangements  for  this  trip  were,  I  believe, 
satisfactory  to  the  Minister. 

The  patrol  party  was  again,  on  the  opening  of  navigation,  sent  to  Lake 
Winnipeg,  and  was  considerably  increased  in  size ;  a  great  deal  of  efficient  work 
was  done  bj'  Inspector  Begin  and  his  command.  This  officer  went  as  far  as  York 
Factory.    His  interesting  and  instructive  report  will  give  f\ill  details  of  this  service. 

Nearly  at  the  close  of  a  successful  season's  work  the  patrol  boat  upset  in 
a  storm,  which  resulted  in  the  untimely  death  by  drowning  of  Corporal  Morphy 
and  Constable  de  Beaujeu.  The  former  was  one  of  our  most  intelligent  and 
reliable  non-commissioned  officers,  and  if  fate  had  not  ruled  otherwise  would 
certainly  have  risen  in   the   Force.     Constable   de  Beaujeu  was  only  a  recruit 
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but  was  a  very  promising  lad.  The  sailing  master  of  the  patrol  boat,  Captain 
Watts,  aged  sixty-six,  after  remaining  tied  to  the  wreck  for  days,  was  Rescued 
alive  and  conveyed  to  Winnipeg  hospital,  where  I  saw  him,  and  heard  from  his 
own  lips  the  tale  of  the  wreck  and  his  subsequent  suflferings.  His  ability  as  a 
sailing  master  was  undoubted,  and  his  efforts  to  sustain  our  men  after  the  accident 
cannot  be  too  highlv  extolled,  wfiile  his  fortitude  during  the  awM  time  he  remained 
tied  to  the  wreck  almost  surpasses  belief.  I  regret  to  report  that  after  rallying,  and 
apparently  rapidly  approaching  recovery,  this  fine  old  man  had  a  relapse,  and 
succumbed  to  the  results  of  the  frightful  exposure  and  sufferings  which  he  had 
undergone. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  recover  the  bodies  of  our  comrades,  and  up  to 
very  lately  without  success.  WoM  haa  just  reached  me,  through  His  Honour  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Schultz,  that  one  of  the  bodies  has  been  found ;  and  as  soon  as 
winter  sets  in  steps  will  be  taken  to  identify  the  remains  if  possible,  and  bring  them, 
in  for  burial. 

In  connection  with  this  patrol  and  its  sad  ending,  I  cannot  here  refrain  from 
expressing  the  great  obligations  we  are  under  to  His  Honour  Lieutenant-Grovernor 
Scnultz  for  advice  and  material  aid. 

Transportation  has  been  furnished  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North- West 
Teritories  when  required,  and  we  have  also,  on  ^11  occasions,  done  our  best  for  heads 
and  officials  of  other  Departments,  and  for  farming  delegates  and  others  in  this 
respect. 

During  the  early  Summer  H.  E.  H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught  passed  through 
the  country,  and  wherever  he  stopped  escorj»  were  provided,  and  transport  was 
ready  if  required. 

His  Boyal  Highness  expressed  himself  pleased  with  the  Force,  as  far  as  it  came 
under  his  observation. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  have,  on  the  whole,  behaved  remarkably  well,  and  have  given  little 
or  no  trouble.  Occasionally  they  have  been  arrested  under  the  influence  of  liqu/or, 
supplied  bv  imprincipled  people,  both  whites  and  half-breeds ;  they  have  undoub- 
tedly killed  some  cattle.  In  the  southern  country  this  has  been  done,  I  believe, 
mostly  by  United  States  Indians  on  visits  to  their  friends,  and  I  have  issued  rigorous 
instructions  with  regard  to  these  Indians  visiting  the  Territories,  which,  if  it  does 
not  in  a  great  measure  stop  their  depredations,  will  at  any  rate  have  some  check  on 
their  going  and  coming.  These  instructions  are  as  follows :  "To  turn  back  all 
American  Indians  coming  in  with  arms  and  horaes,  or  disarm  them,  and  collect 
duty  on  horses." 

A  considerable  amount  of  blame  has  been  attached  to  the  Sarcees  for  cattle  said 
to  have  been  killed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  reserve,.  The  cattle  certainly, 
80  far,  cannot  be  found  alive,  and  occasionally  have  been  found  dead,  but  in  most 
cases  will,  I  hope,  be  found  later  on  alive.  I  have  placed  a  party  in  the  close 
vicinity  of  their  reserve,  which  will  pay  special  attention  to  these  reputed 
marauders. 

Many  of  the  Indians  have  raised  good  crops  this  year,  and  in  eastern  Assini- 
boia  particularly  the  exhibits  made  by  tliem  at  the  Agricultural  Shows  were  quite 
equal,  and  in  some  cases  superior,  to  those  shown  by  white  settlers. 

I  understand  that  the  Indian  Department  is  buying  more  cattle  for  many  of  the 
bands.  They  undoubtedly  take  more  interest  in  looking  after  cattle  than  in  raising 
grain. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  hay  purchased  under  contract  at  Begina  has  been 
supplied  by  Indians,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  the  best  we  have  purchased.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  encourage,  in  every  way  possible,  the  bands  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  to  put  up  hay  for  us. 

The  Bloods  have  put  up  a  little  this  season,  and  so  have  the  Sarcees;  and  now 
that  they  have  tried  the  experiment  and   received  the  cash,  I  feel  certain  that 
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next  year  they  will  go  very  largely  into  it,  and  that  their  example  will  be  followed 
by  other  Indians.  My  experience  of  Indians  has  proved  to  m^  that,  like  white  men, 
the  handling  of  cash  wr  their  labour  is  the  greatest  incentive  to  renewed  toil 

I  still  think  that  too  many  armed  Indians  are  allowed  off  reserves  on  pass,  as 
there  is  little  or  nothing  to  shoot,  and  without  game,  and  cattle  handy,  they  are  not 
likely  to  go  hungry. 

Every  assistance  possible  has  been  rendered  the  Indian  Department. 

We  are  still  pursuing  the  experiment  of  employing  Indian  scouts.  The  difficulty, 
however,  is  to  keep  them  at  work  long  enough,  as  they  are  so  unaccustomed  to 
steady  employment. 

THE   LIQUOR  QUESTION. 

The  liquor  question  is  still  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition,  and  while  the 
importation  of  beer  has,  I  think,  lowered  the  demand  for  stronger  liquor,  the  ruling 
of  the  coui-t  that  liquor  once  admitted  under  permit  can  be  held  by  any  one,  and  the 
fact  that  counterfoils  of  permits  belonging  to  other  people  can  protect  liquor, 
almost  completely  kills  the  enforcement  of  the  North- West  Act,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Lieutenant>Crovernor  of  the  North-West  Territories  to  prevent  the  transfer  of 
permits,  and  places  the  Police  in  a  most  unfortunate  position  in  fact,  as  at  present 
interpreted,  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  the  Act. 

It  is  unfortunate,  I  think,  that  beer  cannot  be  brewed  in  the  Territories  under 
proper  supervision,  as  with  a  great  scarcity  of  money  thousands  of  dollars  leave  the 
country  for  beer,  while  the  culture  of  barley  is  almost  utterly  neglected,  except  in 
the  north,  and  thus  a  lar^e  amount  of  cash  leaves  us  that  could  be  retained  at  home, 
the  loss  of  which  is  severly  felt  in  a  new  country. 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Superintendent  Mclllree's  report  on  this  question.  It  h 
exhaustive,  and  quite  covers  the  whole  situation. 

HORSES. 

All  the  horses  purchased  this  year  were  western  ones,  and  have  turned  out  well. 

We  advertised,  as  usual,  the  days  we  would  be  at  certain  places;  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  odd  horses  picked  up  by  chance,  this  system  was  adhered  to,  as 
during  last  year. 

A  large  number  of  horses  will  be  required  next  vear,  as  many  of  the  old  horses 
purchased  prior  to  1886  are  getting  too  slow  for  Police  work;  while  a  number  of 
others  have  poor  feet,  and  while  well  suited  for  farm  work,  will  not  do  for  patrolling. 

I  append  a  list  of  the  horses  purchased,  and  also  a  list  of  the  horses  cast,  with 
the  prices  they  realized. 

A  considerable  number  of  horses  belonging  to  settlers  have  been  destroyed,  in 
consequence  of  having  been  found  'to  be  suf^ring  from  glanders ;  and  the  utmost 
vigilance  has  been  exercised  by  my  command  in  suppressing  this  evil,  with  satis- 
factoiy  results. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  typhoid  fever  among  horses,  particularly  in  the 
railroad  construction  camps ;  and  so  severe  was  the  loss  that,  at  the  request  of  the 
contractors,  I  allowed  Veterinary  Surgeon  Burnett  to  visit  the  railroad  and  give  his 
advice,  which  resulted  very  shortly  in  the  suppression  of  the  disease.  A  wet  summer 
and  want  of  shelter  were,  I  think,  the  causes  of  the  disease. 

A  great  deal  of  good  stock  has  been  imported  this  year,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
material  in  the  country  for  producing  first-class  horses  for  any  purpose,  but  I  regret 
that  there  is  not  more  judgment  displayed  in  mating. 

As  a  rule,  our  horses  are  very  well  taken  care  oif  indeed ;  but  they  occasionally 
suffer  from  overdriving,  which  is  very  hard  to  prevent  in  a  country  of  such  magni- 
ficent distances. 
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Horses  cast  and  sold  between  19th  November,  1889,  and  30th  November,  1890. 


Division. 

No. 

- 

Places  where  sold. 

Date  sold. 

Amount 
realized. 

"E" 
"G" 

"A" 

3 
2 

17 
3 

1 
1 

3 
2 

Calfirarj' 

Brandon 

1889. 

Nov.       19.. 
do         19.. 

1890. 
June      21.. 
May       12.. 
April      12.. 
Sept.      13. . 

Jan.       27.. 
May         1.. 
Aug.       16.. 
Mar.       29.. 

July       11.. 
do         11.. 

May       24.. 

Aug.         4.. 

May       28.. 

do          3.. 

do         24.. 

do         24. 
June        3. . 
May       12.. 
June       21 . . 
Aug.       16.. 

S     cts. 

1       238  00 

878  00 

i( 

Regina 

Maple  Creek  

157  00 

80  00 

<t 

Moosoniin •. 

80  00 

22 

do 

"B" 

1 
2 
6 

1 

11  00 

n 

"  10 

Alameda 

Brandon 

Qu'Appelle 

Battle!  ord 

140  00 

307  00 

58  00 

"C" 

6 
Colt8  2 

357  00 

(( 

do        

80  00 

8 
6 

Macleod 

. : Calgary 

.1. '.'.'.".'/.,'.      do      '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'.'.'.'..[".".".'.'.'. 

"D" 

ME" 

6 
1 
2 

7 

253  00 

80  00 

170  00 

555  Ob 

10 
13 

1 
3 

..... 

.   . .     Prince  Albert 

Macleod 

13 

1 
3 
6 
6 
5 

810  00 
29  00 

Depot. 

Leth  bridge  

Regina 

128  25 
346  00 

Brandon 

496  06 

« 

do      

195  00 

95 

5,448  25 

Average,  857  per  head. 
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Eeturn  of  Horsey  purchased  between  1st  December,  1889,  and  30th  November,  1890. 


April 
MAy 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do    ' 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
July 
May 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Sept 

do 
Oct. 

do 

do 


3 

14..  do 

14..  Oxarat 
14..  Pollock 
14.  .Garnet  Bros 

17.  .iLinden 

17..  Smith 

17 ..  Patterson 

17. .  La  Grandeur    

17..  IF.  Strong's  estate 

17..  H.  Pinhom 

17..  C.  Sharpies 

17.  .|W.  Hyde 

IT.  .|Dr.  Jenkins 


do 
do 
do 
Pincher  Creek  . 

Macleod 

do        

do      

Pincher  Creek  . 

Macleod 

do 
do 
do 
do 


17..  A.  E.  Cross Calgary 


21..        do 

21..! A.  Lucas 

21. .  (Military  Colonization  Co 

21..  J.  Owens 

19. .  .North- West  Cattle  Co. . . . 

31..  I  do  

28..  R.  Green 

30..  I      do       

29..  D.  GUlespie 

31. .  High  River  Horse  Co. . . . 


31. 

8.. 
25., 

1.. 
13.. 
13.. 


Quora  Ranch  Co 

J.  Gibbons 

Lascelles  &  Green 
Godwin 
Haniilton 
Robinson 


•do 

do 

do 

do 

High  River 10 

do         . 
Regina 

do  '.'.'.;. 

High  River 
Sheep  Creek 
Edmonton . . 

■ina    

Letnbridge  . 
Calgary 


^algar; 


S   CtB. 

1 

80  00 

2 

250  00 

IC 

2,000  00 

1 

125  00 

1 

100  00 

1 

100  00 

3 

375  00 

1 

125  00 

1 

125  00 

14 

1,750  00 

1 

125  00 

2 

250  00 

1 

125  00 

1 

125  00 

i 

850  00 

5 

650  00 

1 

125  00 

2 

240  00 

1 

125  00 

10 

1,200  00 

1 

80  00 

2 

250  00 

1 

125  00 

1 

110  00 

1 

125  00 

1 

100  00 

1 

90  00 

3 

330  00 

2 

230  00 

6 

750  00 

1 

125  m 

92  I     11,160  00 


SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

During  the  year  we  lost  Staff  Sergeant  Homer,  our  Saddler  Maior,  who  left  to 
start  business  for  himself  at  Lethbridge.  Before  he  left  we  were  well  ahead  with  small 
articles,  and  since  we  have  managed  to  keep  up  to  our  requirements ;  but  he  was  an 
excellent  cutter,  and  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  make  our  leather  go  as  far  as 
it  did  under  his  care.    His  workmanship  could  not  be  surpassed.  -• 

All  harness  and  the  few  saddles  purchased  have  been  made  in  Manitoba.  We  are 
still  making  all  small  leather  articles  oui*selves. 

Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  saddle-rooms  generally,  and  we  are  now 
fairly  well  off. 

FORAGE. 

Hay  is  still  an  enormous  price  at  Lethbridge  and  dear' at  Macleod,  and  as  Ihe 
country  gets  settled  up  will  certainly  ^et  dearer,  as  there  will  be  an  increased 
demand ;  unless  some  system  of  irrigation  is  adopted  there  is  no  prospect  of  an 
increased  supply.  In  fact,  the  supply,  except  in  very  wet  years,  must  decrease,  from 
frequent  cutting  off  the  same  land. 

Oats  were  almost  a  total  failure  in  the  Macleod,  Lethbridge  and  Maple  Greek 
districts,  nearlv  all  our  oats  come  from  Manitoba.  At  Calgary  there  was  a  good  crop, 
and  hay  was  cheaper  than  usual,  and  better.  At  Edmonton  there  was  a  good  hay 
crop  and  a  wonderful  crop  of  oats,  and  the  price  of  the  latter  has  fallen  30  per  cent. 

At  Battloford  there  was  generally  a  very  light  crop,  although  some  farmers 
had  very  good  ones,  the  price  was  73  cents,  which  is  very  high,  but  low  compared 
to  the  usual  price  there. 
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If  the  railroad  is  completed  to  Battleford  oats  will  not  in  future  average  50  cents 
per  bushel,  as  if  they  get  over  that  price,  they  will  be  impoited. 

At  Prince  Albert  hay  and  oats  proved  excellent  crops,  and  most  of  our  oats  were 
bought  at  30  cents. 

At  Seeina  the  greater  part  of  the  oats  came  fix)m  Manitoba,  as  there  were  no 
considerable  crops  in  the  vicinity,  and  there  is  a  good  local  demand,  the  price  paid 
beingabout  38  cents. 

Hay  was  abundant  afid  cheap.  Hay  at  Maple  Creek  was  scarce  and  dear,  and, 
as  at  Macleod,  as  stock  increases,  must  get  scarcer. 

Irrigation  has  been  tried,  both  at  Maple  Greek  andEegina,  with  most  gratifying 
results ;  and  this  is  the  only  means  of  improving  the  hay  crop,  as  I  do  not  believe 
tame  hay  can  be  grown  to  advantage,  certainly  not  without  irrigation. 

The  highest  price  paid  for  hay  was  at  Lethbridge  ($22  per  ton),  and  the  lowest 
at  Batoche  ($5  per  ton;. 

The  highest  price  paid  for  oats  was  at  Macleod  and  Battleford,  and  the  lowest 
at  Prince  Albert. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  has  had  a  great  deal  of  work  this  year,  and  much  of  it  is  out  of 
repair,  but  will  be  put  in  thorough  order  during  the  winter.  A  few  buckboards 
and  spring  waggons  will  be  required,  also  a  few  heavy  waggons,  authority  to  pur- 
chase which  I  have  already  applied  for. 

A  very  few  new  sleighs  will  be  wanted  this  winter. 

ARMS. 

Our  Enfield  revolvers  are  in  excellent  order,  and  answer  the  purpose  very  well, 
but  the  ammunition  is  too  strong,  and  they  shoot  rather  high,  at  short  distances 

fai'ticularly.    The  small  revolvei*s  in  use  at  railroad  stations  are  also  very  good,  and 
have  asked  for  some  more. 

The  Winchester  carbines  are  still  in  use,  and  are  still  complained  of:  they,  how- 
ever, answer  our  purpose  very  well,  and  with  close  supervision  and  a  considerable 
number  of  new  barrels,  which  are  being  put  in,  will  last  for  some  time  longer. 

Last  winter  Morris  tubes  were  sent  to  Begina,  and  during  the  winter  months 
the  recruits  derived  great  benefit  from  using  them,  and  many  or  them  in  the  spring 
proved  excellent  shots  with  the  Winchester. 

I  have  asked  for  Morris  tubes  and  ammunition  for  all  posts. 

BARRACKS. 

The  barracks  at  Battleford  have  been  neatly  fenced  in,  and  a  waah-house  has 
been  added  to  the  men's  quarters;  a  tank  has  also  been  erected,  with  a  house  over  it, 
capable  of  covering  the  fire-engine,  so  that  it  can  now  be  worked  in  bad  weather. 
The  Commanding  Officer's  quarters  have  been  sided  and  generally  repaired,  and  a 
number  of  old  buildings  pulled  down.  A  waggon  shed  is  heinfr  erected  out  of  the 
best  material  of  the  latter.  We  have  now  brick  chimneys  all  over  the  baiTacks, 
and  if  allowed  the  money  asked  for  in  the  estimates  already  forwarded,  the  Post 
next  year  will  be  in  very  goo<i  shape  and  quite  equal  to  our  wants. 

At  Prince  Albert  a  new  recreation  room,  of  large  size,  has  been  put  up  by  our 
own  men,  the  logs  having  been  got  out  by  destitute  half-breeds  last  winter,  this 
method  of  relieving  them  having  been  resorted  to  instead  of  giving  them  alms. 
This  will  be  a  great  comfort  to  our  men.  A  new  tank  has  also  been  put  in,  and  a 
house  erected  over  it  for  the  engine  in  bad  weather.  I  have  asked  for  an  appropri- 
tion  for  a  magazine  and  hospital,  both  of  which  are  very  much  required. 

At  Fort  Saskatchewan  great  improvements  have  been  made  at  a  very  small 
outlay,  and  much  credit  is  due  Superintendent  Griesbach  for  the  energy  and  economy 
displaced.  With  the  appropriation  now  asked  for,  the  Post  will  be  equal  in  comfort 
and  utility  to  any  one  in  the  Force. 
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Settlement  is  rapidly  goinff  on  round  this  place,  and  it  is  becoming  more  thau 
ever  the  centre  ot  the  district  for  Police  work. 

The  barracks  are  comfortable  for  the  men,  and  the  offices  and  stores  are, 
without  exception,  the  best  in  the  Force. 

At  Calgary  very  little  has  been  done.  A  new  recreation  room,  very  much 
required,  is  nearly  completed,  having  been  made  by  Police  labour  out  of  an  old 
barrack-room  and  the  Post  has  been  generally  repaired.  New  officer's  quarters  are 
urgently  required,  as  the  present  ones  are  very  poor  indeed ;  and  we  are  still  waiting 
for  the  completion  of  the  guard-room,  as  our  accommodation  is  very  much  taxed. 

The  town  of  Calgary,  having  a  mavor  and  council,  still  look  to  the  Police  to 
take  charge  of  prisoners  comtnitted  for  breaches  of  the  municipal  by-laws,  and,  so 
far  for  this  the  town  pays  nothing. 

At  Banif  the  Post  has  been  kept  in  good  repair. 

At  Fort  Macleod  a  new  blacksmith  shop  has  been  built,  and  the  "  H  "  stable 
thoroughly  overhauled  and  refitted,  and  a  large  saddle-room  attached  thereto,  the 
whole  of  the  work' being  done  by  Police  labour.  The  enclosure  round  the  Post  has 
increased  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  a  new  hay  corrall,  at  a  safe  distance  in  case 
of  fire,  has  been  constructed  by  Police  labour.  The  men's  quartei-s  have  been  papered 
and  sided  all  over,  and  the  Post  generally  improved  in  appearance. 

As  more  officers  are  about  to  marry,  more  married  quarters  will  be  required. 
The  question  of  married  quarters  is  a  great  annoyance,  as  the  single  men  have  to 
give  way  at  all  points,  which,  considering  that  the  latter  have  to  do  more  than  their 
share  of  certain  duties,  is  not  fair. 

At  Lethbridge  some  of  the  barrack  rooms  have  been  sheeted  inside,  as  the  plas- 
ter would  not  stand,  and  by  sheeting  the  remainder  and  siding  them  all  next 
year  they  will  be  considerably  stiffer.  The  hospital  has  been  impix)ved,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  Post  generally  added  toby  the  planting  of  a  large  number  of  trees, 
which  are  doing  fairly  well. 

This  Post  requires  a  sick  stable  and  an  oat  shed,  and  will  then  be  large  enough, 
as  the  influx  of  settlers  next  year  will  necessitate  more  outposts  and  fewer  men  at 
Lethbridge. 

At  Medicine  Hat  very  little  has  been  done,  as  the  Post  is  no  use  to  us,  and  indeed 
a  positive  loss,  being  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  river.  It  should  be  sold,  if  possible, 
and  a  small  Post  erected,  where,  at  all  seasons,  the  men  could  be  available. 

At  Maple  Creek  a  splendid  log-house  has  been  built,  and  completed  for  the 
Assistant  Surgeon  by  Police  labour.  Part  of  a  new  hospital  has  been  erected,  and 
a  sick  stable  and  a  fire-engine  house  and  tank  are  in  coui'se  of  construction ;  all 
the  other  buildings  have  been  put  in  a  state  of  repair.  So  great  have  been  the  winds 
this  season  that  the  land  round  these  buildings  has  in  many  places  been  blown  away, 
and  deep  gullies  made,  which  must  be  filled  up  with  gravel  large  enough  to  prevent 
its  being  blown  away. 

At  Kegina  the  Post  has  been  kept  in  thorough  repair  by  Police  labour,  and  a 
number  of  small  additions  made  in  the  same  manner.  A  lofty  water-tower  has  been 
erected,  which,  when  finished  and  fitted  with  an  engine  and  pumps,  should  afford  a 
good  water  supply  in  case  of  fire,  and  should  enable  us  to  get  some  decent  lawns 
made.  Some  other  alterations  have  also  been  made  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

A  fine  bowling  alley  is  in  course  of  erection,  costing  $1,600  the  money  for 
which  is  paid  by  the  canteen  fund ;  but  we  hope  to  get  some  assistance  fi-om  the 
Public  Works.    The  gymnasium  is  also  being  finished  from  the  canteen  fund. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  at  outposts,  already  reported  upon 
under  the  head  of  "  Patrols  *'  but  a  large  sum  must  be  appropriated  this  year  for  new 
outposts,  and  the  estimates  for  these  are  already  in  your  hands. 

The  rapid  settlement  of  the  country,  and  the  great  isolation  of  many  of  these 
settlements,  render  it  absolutely  necessary  that  Police  should  be  stationed  among 
them. 

Our  barrack-rooms  still  present  an  unavoidable  untidy  condition,  caused  by  the 
use  ot  bed-boards  and  trestles,  instead  of  neat  iron  cots. 
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RECRUITS. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-three  recruitsjoined  during  the  year.  With  few  exceptions 
these  men  all  presented  themselves  in  Winnipeg  for  enlistment  or  joined  in  the 
Territories;  they  are  a  fine  lot  of  men, and  generally  of  excellent  character.  The 
service  of  364  men  expired  during  the  year,  a  very  large  proportion  being  of  men 
who  enlisted  during  the  excitement  of  1885,  and  who  had  no  intention  of  making:  the 
Force  a  profession,  many  of  them  having  interests  in  other  countries.  Of  the  time 
expired,  167  re-engaged  without  leaving  and  197  took  their  discharges,  but  23  of  the 
latter  have  already  been  re-engaged.  Some  have  been  refused  as  unsuitable  for  the 
work,  on  account  of  character  or  physique,  and  the  applications  of  several  are  being 
considered. 

I  have  attached  a  tabular  statement  showing,  as  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  present 
standing  and  reasons  for  leaving  of  all  those  who  have  left  on  expiration  of  engage- 
ment (not  pnnted). 

Thirty-eight  men  were  discharged  by  purchase  generally  having  either  got 
good  situations  or  being  requii'ed  at  nome. 

Seven  were  discharged  as  invalids  and  thirteen  dismissed,  generally  for  drun- 
kenness. 

J  regret  to  report  that  during  the  year  we  lost  eight  by  death.  Staff  Serjeant 
Breadon  died  of  consumption  while  on  furlough  in  Toronto.  This  non-commissioned 
officer  had  served  a  long  time,  and  was  a  vei-y  steady  and  reliable  man.  Sergeant 
Montgomei^y,  a  veiy  promising  young  man,  and  particularly  good  policeman,  was 
killed  by  his  horse,  which  he  had  ridden  for  several  years,  putting  his  £bot  on  some 
rotten  ground  and  falling  on  him. 

Staff  Sergeant  Kirk,  who  served  since  1874  and  had  occupied  the  positions  of 
Sergeant-Major  and  Quartermaster  Sergeant  at  various  times,  uied  very  suddenly  at 
Battleford,  this  non-commissioned  officer  had  performed  excellent  service,  and 
particularly  at  Battleford  during  the  troubles  in  1885,  and  was  a  very  valuable  non- 
commissioned officer  wherever  placed. 

Constables  Taff,  Yaughan  and  Macguire,  who  died  of  fever,  were  promising 
young  men,  of  good  character. 

Corporal  Morphy  and  Constable  DeBeaujeu  were  drowned  while  on  duty  on 
Lake  Winnipeg,  and  I  have  alluded  to  their  sad  end  already,   under  ^^  Patix>ls.'' 

There  were  twenty-one  desertions  during  the  year,  and  of  these  only  two 
belonged  to  headquarters.  Constable  Seymour,  "  B,  "  deserted  ^^  off  pass."  he  had 
formerly  been  a  Quartermaster  Sergeant  in  the  American  army,  and  deserted 
because  he  did  not  get  promotion  here.  Constable  Conway,  who  was  only  in  the  Force 
fprty-eight  days,  was  taken  to  Winnipeg  on  an  excursion  and  deserted  on  arrival, 
He  was  a  railroad  man,  and  they  never  remain  in  the  Force.  Of  the  other  deserters, 
several  had  previously  deserted,  and  unfortunately  had  not  been  dismissed  at  the 
expiration  of  their  sentences.  Several  were  in  trouble  and  were  afraid  of  the  conse- 
4uences,  and  the  others  were  generally  a  very  bad  lot. 

PHTSIQUB. 

The  physique  is  about  the  same  as  last  year ;  and,  with  a  very  few  exceptions, 
the  men  are  suitable  in  every  way  for  their  work. 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  is  still  improving,  and  there  is  veiy  little  drunkenness. 

DRILL. 

There  has  not  been  as  much  drill  as  usual  this  year  in  some  of  the  Posts,  caused 
by  the  excessive  patrolling  and  a  scarcity  of  men.  They  are,  however,  well  set  up,  and 
all  recruits  were  as  well  drilled  as  time  would  allow  before  being  sent  from  head 
quarters. 

Every  advantage  will  be  taken  this  winter  to  drill  during  the  fine  weather. 
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KITS. 


The  articles  issued  have  been  generally  very  good,  but  we  have  been  short  of 
some  articles.  I  would  recommend  that  a  full  stock  of  everything  be  kept  on  hand, 
so  that  issues  when  due,  can  be  made  at  once,  thus  saving  a  great  deal  of  clerical 
work  and  guarding  against  mistakes  which  are  hard  to  rectify.  I  still  consider  a 
uniform  felt  hat  should  be  issued  for  patrol  work  on  repayment,  and  loose  breecbe* 
of  strong  material  for  the  same  service. 

PAY. 

I  trust  that  my  suggestions  of  last  year  respecting  certain  increases  in  pay  may 
be  allowed  this  year.  The  senior  Sergeant-Major  and  Supply  Sergeant  at  head 
quarters  are  both  undei*paid,  in  comparison  with  the  other  Staff  Sergeants.  I  would 
again  strongly  recommend  that  their  pay  be  raised  to  $2  per  diem.  I  still  con- 
sider that  the  Paymaster,  Adjutant,  Quartermaster  and  Commissioner's  Secretary 
should  get  extra  pay,  as  their  work  is  infinitely  greater  and  more  responsible  than 
that  of  duty  Inspectors.  I  hope  that  both  Inspectors  and  Superintendents  pay  will 
be  graded  according  tosei*viee.  At  present  an  Inspector  on  joining  gets  the  same  pay 
as  the  senior  Inspector,  who  frequently  is  in  charge  of  a  district,  while  a  Super- 
intendent, no  matter  how  long  his  service  may  be,  can  never,  under  the  present  Act 
get  an  increase. 

The  salary  paid  the  Assistant  Commissioner  is  also  very  small  for  his  responsi- 
bilities, while  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner,  in  command  of  some  thousand  men 
and  horses,  remains  the  same  as  it  was  when  the  Force  only  contained  about  300  of 
each.  The  influx  of  settlement,  daily  mails,  newspapers  and  lawyers  have  vastly 
increased  the  business  and  the  increased  responsibilities  are  enormous. 

The  Yeterinary  Surgeon's  position  I  would  bring  a^n  to  your  notice,  as  while 
the  senior  one  has  been  made  an  Inspector  at  $1,000,  this  salary  is  still  not  sufficient 
for  the  head  Veterinary  Surgeon  of  |i  Force  of  this  class. 

The  salary  of  the  Senior  Surgeon,  $1,400,  is  also  very  small  for  his  responsibilities, 
and  Assistant  Surgeons  might  be  graded  in  salaries  on  the  same  rule  as  is  proposed 
for  Inspectors. 

DEFERRED  PAT. 

I  fully  endorse  Superintendent  Steele's  suggestions  on  this  subject,  viz : — "  I 
would  suggest  that  instead  of  adding  a  man's  good  conduct  pay  to  the  amount  handed 
to  him  every  month,  it  be  held  over  as  deferred  pay,  so  that  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service  there  would  be,  in  spite  of  himself,  quite  a  sum  of  money  coming  to 
him.  This  would  also  have  a  satisfactory  effect  on  putting  a  stop  to  desertions  ; 
$15  a  month  is  quite  sufficient  for  a  constable's  needs  in  this  country,  and  as  a  rule 
the  balance,  if  spent  at  all,  is  practically  thrown  away." — As  far  as  relates  to  single, 
but  would  recommend  that  men  who  happen  to  be  married  be  permitted  to  draw 
their  full  pay. 

SAVINGS  BANKS. 

The  deposits  in  the  savings  banks  made  this  season  were  about  the  same  per 
man  as  last  year ;  but  the  large  number  ot  men  who  took  their  discharge  this  year 
greatly  reduced  the  total  deposits.  Many  of  those  who  left  had  large  sums  of  money  j 
one  of  them  $900  and  several  $600  and  over. 

RATIONS. 

They  have  been  generally  excellent  and  the  prices  moderate.  Beef  has  been 
cheaper  all  over,  and  is  now  as  low  as  it  is  desirable  to  have  it  in  the  interests  of  the 
settlers,  except  at  Calgary,  Macleod  and  Lethbridge,  where  it  can  still  come  down. 
Potatoes  are  cheap  except  at  Battleford,  Macleod,  Lethbridge  and  Maple  Creek 
district.  To  supply  the  three  last  named  places  they  had  to  be  imported  from  Manitoba 
and  eastern  Assiniboia, 
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FUEL   AND  LIGHT. 


Coal  is  still  too  dear  in  the  south,  considering  its  abundance ;  but  it  is  very  cheap 
at  Edmonton,  viz.,  $2.40  per  ton;  while  wood  is  verv  reasonable  at  Saskatchewan^ 
Prince  Albert  and  Battleford,  the  wood  at  Saskatchewan  only  costing  $1.80  per 
cord,  in  stove  lengths. 

The  consumption  of  fuel  is  very  large,  owing  to  the  construction  of  our  older 
Posts;  and  the  cost  is  stilj  enormous  at  Mcleod,  owing  to  the  cost  of  transportation. 

The  electric  light  has  been  introduced  in  Calgary  barracks  with  marked  success. 
In  all  future  contracts  I  would  recommend  that  abundance  of  light  be  provided, 
which  need  only  be  used  when  required. 

Eegina  has  now  a  good  system,  and  I  would  strongly  urge  that  it  be  forthwith 
extended  to  the  barracks,  in  which  about  300  lamps  are  used,  which,  from  the  tem- 
porary nature  of  many  of  our  buildings,  are  a  constant  source  of  danger. 

All  barracks  should  be  lighted  with  electric  light  as  fast  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

The  coal  oil  supplied  under  contract  at  the  different  posts  gives  only  a  very 
indifferent  light.  1  consider  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  a  better  grade  of  oil 
was  tendered  for. 

CANTEENS. 

Thie  canteen  at  headquarters  is  now  entii*ely  managed  by  a  committee-consisting 
of  one  officer,  the  senior  Sergeant-major,  a  corporal  and  two  constables,  who  employ 
a  Sergeant  and  a  constable  in  the  canteen.  It  works  admirably,  gives  the  nest 
of  satisfaction  and  the  men  behave  a  great  deal  better  than  formerly.  AH  the  profits 
go  directly  back  to  the  men,  during  the  year,  from  this  source,  8180  has  been  paid 
monthly  to  the  messes  for  the  supply  of  luxuries;  $200  was  given  for  sports;  $30 
for  prizes  for  rifle  matches;  $250  was  given  towards  reducing  the  expenses  of  an 
excarson  to  Winnipeg;  $100  was  given  to  the  band  for  the  purchase  of  instruments, 
music,  &c.  A  new  billiard  table  has  been  purchased,  at  a  cost  of  $100,  new  slabs  and 
cushions  for  the  old  one,  at  a  cost  of  $50 ;  $400  has  been  spent  on  the  gymnasium, 
a  bowling  alley  is  at  present  being  erected,  which  will  cost  $1,600,  and  many  other 
small  grants  have  been  made. 

Next  year  I  propose  to  put  up  a  swimming  bath,  which  is  much  desired. 

The  beer  sold  is  4  per  cent.,  and  some  bottled  lager,  it  is  supplied  in  pewter 
pint  potg  at  5  cents  a  glass,  the  same  beer  being  sold  in  town  at  15  cents  for 
the  same  quantity. 

The  canteen  enables  the  men  to  have  an  excellent  mess  at  a  very  small 
expense,  and  plenty  of  amusement  of  a  healthy  sort  is  provided. 

The  canteen  at  Calgary  is  run  on  a  small  scale,  and  owing  to  the  dearness  of 
beer,  there  is  not  much  profit.  It  is,  however,  a  convenience,  and  keeps  the  men  out 
of  town.    When  the  recreation  room  is  furnished  it  will  work  better. 

The  canteen  at  Lethbridge  works  very  well,  and  the  profits  are  spent  in  reducing: 
messing,  and  in  other  useful  ways. 

A  canteen  has  just  been  started  at  Macleod,  but  it  has  not  worked  long  enough^ 
to  judge  of  its  success. 

PRISONS. 

All  prisoners  undergoing  less  than  two  years'  sentence  are  still  confined  in  Police- 
guard-rooms. 

Strict  discipline  is  maintained  among  the  prisoners,  and  they  are  kept  con- 
stantly  at  work. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  biidges  this  year,  but  several  important 
ones  have  not  had  their  approaches  completed  as  rapidly  as  traffic  called  for.  At 
Lethbridge,  while  the  bridge  is  finished,  a  large  snm  of  money  will  be  required  to 
grade  the  road  into  the  valley  opposite  the  town. 
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Many  rivers  in  this  country  are  still  greatly  in  need  of  bridging,  and  several 
fatal  accidents  have  occun^ed  in  consequence.  The  Old  Man's  Eiver,  the  Kootenai, 
and  St.  Mary's  Rivers,  in  the  Macleod  district,  are  among  the  number  of  theae. 

In  the  north  a  bridge  is  urgently  required  in  the  vicinity  of  Edmonton, 
particularly  as  the  railroad  is  to  stop  on  the  south  side  of  the  Eiver  Saskatchewan. 

During  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year  the  ferries  are  unworkable,  and  the 
<5rossing  has  to  be  made  in  small  boats  and  over  floating  ice  on  foot ;  even  when 
working,  not  only  is  the  inconvenience  of  ferries  great,  but  the  public  are  malctad 
out  of  a  large  sum  of  money  which  a  new  country  can  ill  aflPord. 

Edmonton  is  greatly  favoured  by  nature  as  a  grain  country,  and  enormous 
quantities  can  be  grown ;  bUt  unless  a  bridge  is  built  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  to 
market  at  the  railroad,  in  the  autumn,  grain  grown  north  of  the  river.  This  bridge 
is,  I  consider,  from  a  business  point  of  view,  called  for  more  than  all  the  bridges 
together  foi*  which  Dominion  appropriations  are  asked  in  the  Territories. 

WATER  SUPPLY  AND   PIRE   PROTECTION. 

A  tank  has  been  sunk  at  Macleod,  immediately  adjoining  the  well,  and  being  kept 
full  of  water,  is  available  for  the  use  of  the  fire  engine. 

Next  year  I  hope  to  enlarge  the  house  over  the  well  sufficiently  to  make  it 
•cover  the  tank  and  fire-engine. 

A  water  works  system  is  being  adopted  at  Leth bridge,  and  I  hope  we  will  get 
our  water  supply  from  that  source.    At  present  we  have  only  a  water  cart. 

At  Calgary  we  have  a  well  and  windmill,  with  a  limited  supply  of  wat^r,  and  a 
large  tank  in  engine-house,  which  is  kept  full  for  fire  purposes.  We  have  also 
hydrants  at  the  corners  of  the  square,  connected  with  the  town  water  system.  The 
water  will  be  turned  on  in  a  few  days. 

At  Maple  Creek  we  have  deepened  the  well,  put  in  a  tank  and  erected  a  house 
over  both,  in  which  an  engine  will  be  placed  at  an  early  date.  The  water  is  only  fit 
for  horses,  and  all  water  for  cooking,  &e.,  is  drawn  from  a  well  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  awav. 

At  Fort  Saskatchewan  we  draw  water  from  the  river,  and  have  a  well  with  a 
limited  supply  ;  next  year  we  hope  to  have  a  tank  adjacent,  with  house  over  both, 
and  the  fire-engine,  which,  on  the  completion  of  the  Calgary  water  works,  .will  be 
sent  from  there. 

At  Battleford  we  have  a  well,  with  a  limited  supply  of  water  and  a  good  tank 
for  fire  purposes,  both  under  one  roof,  which  also  covers  the  fire-engine.  The  horses 
have  to  CO  to  the  river  for  water, 

Atrrince  Albert  we  have  the  same  conveniences  for  fire  purposes. 

At  Medicine  Hat  we  have  a  well,  but  no  tank  or  engine. 

At  Regina  we  have  four  large  tanks  and  the  creek ;  also  an  engine,  water  tower, 
70  feet  high  is  about  completed,  from  which  we  expect  to  get  sufficient  pressure 
for  fire  purposes.  These,  with  Babcocks,  and  an  efficient  distribution  of  fire  pails, 
represents  our  artificial  fire  protection.  Our  chief  protection  is,  however,  the  watch 
fulness  which  the  discipline  of  the  Force  ensures. 

TELEPHONES  AND  TELEGRAPHS. 

I  will  again  call  your  attention  to  the  advisability  of  connecting  the  Grovern- 
ment  systems  at  Moose  Jaw  and  Qu'Appelle  with  Regina,  and  the  necessity  of  extend- 
ing the  telegraph  line  at  Macleod  to  St.  Mary*s.  The  extension  of  the  Alberta 
Railway  and  Coal  Co.'s  system  to  Coutts  on  the  boundary  line,  south  east  of  Leth- 
bridge,  will  be  of  immense  assistance  tons  in  intei*cepting  horae  thieves  and  Indian 
desperadoes. 

A  telephone  line  has  been  built  by  Police  labour  from  the  railway  at  Maple 
•Creek  and  Medicine  Hat  to  the  barracks  at  both  places,  and  a  good  many  more 
telephone  lines,  if  constructed,  would  greatly  add  to  our  utility. 
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GENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 


Our  equipment  is  generally  good  and  sufficient,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few 
stores,  which  are  now  being  supplied.  We  are  ready  to  turn  out  in  force  for  a 
considerable  period  at  any  time  we  are  called  upon. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

This  year  we  have  given  even  more  than  the  usual  attention  to  the  suppression 
of  prairie  fires,  and  parties  were  specially  sent  out  in  some  of  the  districts  which  had 
Buffered  in  former  years,  with  instructions  to  look  sharp  after  all  parties  stai^ting 
fires,  and  in  all  distncts  the  outposts  were  particularly  instructed  in  this  direction. 
The  result  has  been  most  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  the  Calgary  district, 
'where  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  has  been  devaeted  by  fire  and  most  of  the 
valuable  winter  pasture  destroyed  (see  Superintendent  Mclllree's  report),  although  the 
Police  did' all  they  could  to  put  the  fires  out,  and  used  eveiy  endeavour  to  bring  the 
guilty  parties  to  justice  ;  but  the  unwillingness  of  witnesses,  who  are  not  directly 
interested  in  the  loss,  to  give  evidence,  renders  it  difficult  to  get  convictions  when  the 
parties  starting  fires  are  neigh  boui*s. 

Several  of  the  worst  fires,  however,  have  been  started  by  the  railway  engines,, 
and  I  believe  these  cases  will  be  brought  before  the  courts.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
extension  of  railways  through  the  ranching  country,  unless  special  precautions  are 
taken,  will  in  dry  seasons,  be  found  to  be  the  complete  ruin  of  the  ranches. 

The  only  precaution  of  any  use  is  for  the  railway  companies  to  plough  a  wide 
fire  break,  at  least  200  feet  on  each  side  of  the  track,  and  during  the  fall  to  employ 
extra  section  men  to  bum  between  the  breaks. 

In  many  of  the  settled  districts  the  municipalities  are  putting  their  statute 
labour  on  ploughing  the  road  allowances.  This  is  a  capital  safeguard,  but  should  be 
kept  free  of  weeds,  and  wider  strips  should  be  ploughed  than  is  the  custom  to  ensure 
safety. 

ASSISTANCE   TO  RAILROADS. 

During  the  past  summer  an  officer  was  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Saskatoon^ 
whose  duty  it  was  to  travel  up  and  down  the  railroad  in  course  of  construction,  act 
as  a  magistrate  if  required,  and  look  after  the  detachments  of  Police  detailed  to 
preserve  order,  and  more  particularly  to  keep  liquor  away  from  the  construction. 
1  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  no  trouble  whatever  on  the  works,  and  the 
contract  was  accomplished  without  any  delay  from  strikes,  &c. 

On  the  completion  of  this  railroad  the  officer  and  men  were  withdrawn,  and  an 
officer  and  the  necessary  parties  were  placed  on  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Railway 
construction,  where  they  remained  until  the  work  shut  down  for  'the  winter.  The 
result  was  most  satisfactory,  as  there  were  neither  disturbances  nor  strikes  to  delay 
the  work.  Towards  the  close  however,  the  labourei-s  and  others  working  for  some 
of  the  sub-contractors  had  great  trouble  in  effecting  a  settlement,  and  I  regret  to  say 
that  some  of  these  poor  fellows  were  veiy  badly  used.  In  some  cases  the  sub- 
^contractors  had  nothing  to  levy  on — I  believe  the  contractors  did  the  best  they  could 
for  these  unfortunates — but  in  most  of  the  cases  the  apparent  defects  in  th6  present 
Masters  and  Servants  Act,  viz :  that  a  labourer  cannot  collect  back  wages  after  he 
once  leaves  his  employer,  prevented  an  equitable  settlement.  On  this  subject,  I 
would  refer  you  to  Superintendent  McIUree's  report,  which  fully  explains  the  position. 

To  the  Alberta  Coal  and  Railroad  Company,  during  the  construction  of  their 
road  fi*om  Lethbridge  to  the  boundary  line  at  Coutt's,  we  gave  every  assistance, 
with  most  satisfactory  results,  for  while  whiskey  was  introduced  among  the  men, 
and  outrage  and  even  murder  occurred  south  of  the  line  during  the  construction,  on 
our  side  law  and  order  prevailed. 

The  condition  of  matters  on  the  other  lines  of  railroad  in  the  Territories  waa 
such  that  we  were  not  called  upon  for  any  active  interference. 
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RANCHERS. 


The  season  has  again  been  favourable  for  ranchers,  and  although  last  winter  was 
a  severe  one,  and  the  calf  crop  light  in  the  early  spring,  it  has  greatly  improved  daring 
the  summer.  Sheep  have  done  remarkably  well  whenever  experienced  shepherds  have 
been  employed;  and  sheep-men,  under  these  conditions,  have  problably  done  better 
than  other  ranchers. 

Anthrax  has  greatly  decreased,  and  there  has  been  little  or  no  other  disease 
among  cattle.  A  great  many  fat  cattle  have  again  been  shipped  direct  to  £ngland 
from  off  the  ranches.  The  opinion  I  expressed  last  year,  that  the  exportation  of 
the  best  and  most  level  cattle  would  pay  handsomely,  has  again  been  proved  by  the 
profits  realized  by  the  Cochrane  Company  and  by  several  other  breeders  who  have 
only  shipped  carefully  selected  stock. 

A  little  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  bulls  lately,  and  a  large  number  of 
worthless  brutes  have  been  disposed  of;  but  there  are  still  many  very  indifTerent 
specimens  on  the  prairies,  which,  ranging  at  will,  destroy  the  efforts  of  the  few  to 
improve  their  cattle. 

A  large  number  of  the  steers  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as  having  be^ 
imported  nere  from  Ontario  to  fatten  have  already  returned  East  as  fat  and  store 
<^attle,  and  I  am  informed  the  result  was  generally  satisfactory.  This  alone  speaks 
volumes  for  the  North- West  ranges,  as  the  transportation  both  ways  of  these  steer? 
must  have  amounted  to  over  $20.  each. 

Horses  are  not  improving  as  rapidly  as  they  should,  and  this  year  I  "was  only 
able  to  buy  100  suitable  for  Police  purposes  in  the  Territory.  Indiscriminate 
breeding  and  a  desire  to  raise  16-hand  horses  out  of  14-hand  mares  is  generally  the 
cause,  coupled  with  some  very  indifferent  stallions  with  hereditary  weaknesses. 
There  has  been  very  little  disease  among  ranche  horses,  and  glanders  and  other 
K3ontagious  diseases  throughout  the  country  have  been  promptly  stamped  oat. 

Immense  quantities  of  hay  have  been  put  up  all  over,  much  of  it,  however,  a 
good  deal  damaged  by  wet  weather.  Uj)  to  date  no  hay  has  been  required,  the 
weather  having  oeon  wonderfullj  mild  with  a  total  absence  of  snow. 

Wolves  have  been  very  destructive  in  some  parts,  and  I  would  recommend  that 
a  bounty  be  offered  for  all  wolves  destroyed. 

The  practice  of  weaning  calves  before  the  fall  is  greatly  increasing  on  the 
best  ranches. 

A  good  many  cattle  are  reported  to  have  been  killed  by  our  Indians,  but  after 
careful  enquiry  I  most  emphatically  deny  that  they  have  been  killed  to  the  extent 
claimed.  Some  have  undoubtedly  been  killed  by  our  own  Indians  generally  when 
ranging  on  their  reserves,  and  more  have,  I  think,  been  killed  by  American  Indians, 
referred  to  under  head  of  "  Indians  ",  but  by  far  the  largest  number  have  died  natural 
deaths,  or  have  been  killed  by  wolves.  Indians  will  eat  a  dead  animal  no  matter 
what  the  cause  of  death  may  be,  and  if  they  are  found  eating  beef  off  their 
reserves  they  are  invanably  accused  of  killing  it. 

SETTLERS. 

The  crops,  except  in  Macleod  and  Maple  Creek  districts,  which  are  not  farming 
districts  naturally^  and  will  only  be  generally  successful  in  raising  crops  after  irri- 
gation has  been  introduced,  have  been  very  good  indeed;  and  in  some  places 
notably  so,  as  in  the  Edmonton,  Prince  Albert  and  Moosomin  districts,  where  they 
have  been  splendid. 

Except  at  Macleod,  Maple  Creek  and  Battleford,  there  has  been  a  reduction 
in  the  price  of  oats  in  consequence,  as  local  markets  re  gulate  the  price  in  a 
great  measure.  The  same  cause  has  obtained  the  settlers  at  Edmonton  and  Prinw 
Albert  a  better  price  for  good  wheat  than  has  been  given  on  the  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  the  local  markets  at  both  places  bein^  strengthened  by  the 
presence  of  mills  and  the  demand  for  flour  for  the  northern  fur-posts. 
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Most  of  the  German  settlers  south-east  of  Dunmore  have  left  for  other  more 
favoured  parts  of  the  Territories ;  but  the  Icelandic  colony  at  Medicine  Eiver — a 
tributary  of  the  Eed  Deer — holds  its  own,  although  many  of  the  heads  of  families 
have  left  to  seek  work.  They  arq  poor  farmers  but  may  get  along  better  when 
they  get  more  stock. 

The  Icelanders  near  Langenbui'g,  on  the  Manitoba  and  North-Western  Eailway, 
are  doing  uncommonly  well,  and  have  large  numbei-s  of  cattle.  They  are  very 
industrious,  and  I  noticed  the  women  all  knitting,  even  while  driving  their  cattle. 

The  Mormons  have  had  poor  crops  this  year,  but  have  imported  more  cattle.  I 
think  the  dry  season  has,  at  least  for  the  present,  checked  their  advent. 

A  considerable  influx  of  settlers  has  gone  towards  Edmonton,  and  many  Ontario 
and  other  farmere  will  move  in  next  year. 

There  has  also  been  a  considerable  amount  of  immigration  going  on  round 
Yorkton  and  the  end  of  the  Manitoba  and  North- Western  flailway,  and  a  good  deal 
of  land  has  been  taken  up  round  Calgary. 

There  should  be  very  little  destitution  this  year  among  the  half-breeds,  although 
-  the  extension  bf  the  railroad  will  cut  oft  some  of  their  freighting.  Many  of  them 
are  seeking  the  fishing  lakes  in  the  north  for  winter  quarter. 

The  erection  of  a  $6,000  bridge  at  Prince  Albert  last  winter  greatly  helped  the 
half-breeds  in  that  vicinity,  as  most  of  the  money  went  to  them  for  material  and 
work.  Such  relief  is  very  beneficial,  and  tends  to  elevate,  not  pamper,  the  distressed ; 
and  money  expended  this  winter  in  getting  out  material  for  bridges  at  Edmonton, 
Battleford,  Prince  Albert  and  Batoche,  even  if  the  bridges  could  not  be  built  next 
year,  would  be  well  ajjplied.  \ 

The  making  of  railroad  ties  and  timbers  in  country  adjacent  to  the  Calgary  and 
Edmonton  and  the  Calgary  and  Macleod  Eailway  will  greatly  assist  many  prospec- 
tive settlers  in  tiding  over  the  winter ;  and  I  think  everything  points  next  year  to  a 
•considerable  influx  of  permanent  settlers. 

OAME. 

Prairie  chickens  are  very  numerous  this  year  in  most  parts  of  the  Terntories, 
and  rabbits  are  greatly  on  the  increase,  followed  by  the  usual  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  lynx ;  and  I  think  black-tailed  deer  are  more  numerous  than  usual.  The 
absence  of  snow  so  far  this  winter  will  be  the  salvation  of  the  deer,  as  it  is  difficult 
to  find  them  without  snow,  and  if  it  only  keeps  off  a  short  time  longer  deer  will 
largely  increase  next  season. 

Moose  are  more  plentiful  than  usual,  which  is  due,  I  am  informed,  to  a  migration 
out  of  the  Peace  Eiver  country.  Bears  are  also  very  numerous,  and  absence  of  snow 
is  in  their  favour  also.  Muskrats  in  the  north  are  also  increasing  in  number,  and 
there  is  the  usual  supply  of  wolves  and  foxes. 

Fish  are  greatly  decreasing  in  number  all  over  the  Territories,  and  I  would 
refer  you  to  both  Superintendent  Mclllree'  and  Inspector  Elgin's  able  reports  on  this 
subject. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn  there  is  no  fish  protection  in  the  North- West  Territories, 
and  unless  something  is  done  at  once  fish  will  shortly  be  hard  to  find. 

The  lakes  in  the  north,  in  view  of  the  railroad  extension,  are  now  being  fished 
with  a  view  of  exporting,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  depleted. 

The  income  paid  to  an  efficient  staff  of  inspectors  would  be  a  trifle  compared 
to  the  value* of  the  enormous  food  supply  that  would  be  secured  to  the  country  at 
large  by  their  appointment. 

TREES. 

Early  in  the  spring  a  number  of  trees  were  purchased  and  planted  at  this  Post, 
but  I  regret  to  say  that  although  every  care  was  taken  very  few  of  them  succeeded. 
A  large  number  of  trees  were  also  sent  to  us  by  the  Director  of  the  Dominion 
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•ms  for  our  different  posts,  and  these  were  also  carefully  planted 
All  the  Norway  maples  did  very  well  indeed,  but  very  few  of  the 
trees  lived. 

)wever,  we  will  trv  again,  with,  I  hope,  better  success.  .  I  think 
a  was  heavy,  and  next  year  we  propose  to  mix  some  sand  with 

of  1889  a  quantity  of  native  m^aple  seed  was  planted,  with  the 
I  have  some  500  hardy  young  trees  fit  for  setting  out  next  spring. 

transplanted  native  maples,  taken  from  a  ravine  in  the  vicinity, 
i^ell. 

►  the  many  duties  the  Force  haa  been  called  upon  to  perform,  early 
icted  officers  commanding  divisions  to  make  a  close  census  of  their 
new  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  men  and  horses  which,  in  the 
arms,  would  be  available.  I  append  a  tabular  statement,  which 
ivailable  transport. 

Police  are  not  included  in  this  statement. 
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GENERAL. 


The  force,  during  the  summer  months,  has  been  under  strength  ;  but  I  think 
that  with  the  active  co-operation  of  all  ranks  the  Police  duties  have  been  well 
performed  all  over  our  largely  extended  t^rntory. 

There  have  been  very  few  serious  crimes  in  the  country,  and  prompt  arrests  and 
speedy  conviction  has  generally  followed. 

The  behaviour  of  the  rank  and  file  during  the  past  year  has  been  all  that  I  could 
ask;  and,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  officers  have  evinced,  by  their  energy  and  by 
the  alacrity  with  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  my  instructions,  that 
they  are  deeply  interested  in  their  work. 

There  are  now  very  few  applicants  for  discharge,  and  I  feel  confident  that  with 
discharges  granted  on  thirty  days'  notice  between  the  1st  October  and  the  1st  Febru- 
ary the  one  great  cause  of  grumbling  would  disappear. 

Alterations  in  the  strength  of  the  force  by  General  Oi-ders,  fi'om  Ist  December, 
1889,  to  30th  November,  1890  :— 
Men — 

Enlisted 153 

Re-enlisted  without  actually  leaving 167 

do         after  having  actually  left 23 

Rejoined  from  desertion 3 

Discharged  by  purchase 38 

do  as  invalids 7 

do  time  expired 197 

Deserted 21 

Dismissed 13 

Died 8 

Hoi^ses — 

Re-mounts 92 

Cast  and  sold,   including  five  sold  at  Calgaiy,   19th 

November,  1890 95 

Died 26 

Destroyed 5 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  HERCHMER, 

Commissioner,  N,W,M,P . 
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APPENDIX   A. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  ASSISTANT  COMMISSIONEE  HERCHMER. 

North  West  Mounted  Police,  1890. 

Calgary,  30th  November,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  30th 
November. 

On  the  30th  December,  1889, 1  took  over  the  command  of  the  Macleod  District 
from  Superintendent  Steele,  going  on  lei^ve,  and  retained  the  same  until  relieved  by 
Superintendent  Cotton  on  the  5th  March,  1890.  During  this  time  I  had  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  looking  closely  into  the  working  of  this  important  command,  and 
found  everything  well  organized,  and  all  duties  and  details  faithfully  carried  out. 

Owing  to  the  extraordinary  severity  of  the  winter  and  great  quantity  of  snow 
there  was  considerable  difficulty  experienced  in  supplying  the  outposts :  Still,  this 
duty  was  successfully  accomplished  by  Inspector  B^gin  who  was  then  Acting 
Quartermaster. 

I  have  visited  and  inspected  the  following  places  during  the  year:  Battleford 
and  outposts,  **  C  "  Division,  under  Superintendent  Antrobus;  Prince  Albert  and  out- 
posts, "F" Division,  under  Superintendent  Perry;  Lethbridge  and  outposts,  "K"  Di- 
vision, under  Superintendent  Deane ;  Macleod  and  outposts,  '*  D  "  and  "  H  "  Divisions, 
under  Inspector  Wood  and  Superintendent  Macdonell,  respectively,  with  Superin- 
tendent Steele  in  command ;  Maple  Creek  and  outposts,  *'A  Division",  under  Superin- 
tendent Jarvis.  I  also  inspected  "E  Division"  and  outposts,  under  Superintendent 
Mclllree. 

Having  already  made  special  reports  on  these  visits  and  inspections,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  say  more  than  that  1  have  found  evervwhere  the  work  being  well 
carried  on,  although  there  is  a  general  cry  of  being  shorthanded,  which  I  think  is 
actually  the  case  in  most  of  the  divisions. 

In  the  month  of  May,  I  was  re-called  when  en  route  to  Battleford,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reporting  at  Banff  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  which 
duty  I  performed.  His  Eoyal  Highness  expressed  himself  as  much  pleased  with  the 
sei'vices  performeci  for  him  by  the  Mounted  Police. 

In  October  I  accompanied  Colonel  Fane,  one  of  the  English  Delegates,  through 
the  ranching  part  of  this  section  of  country,  and  I  think  he  was  pleased  with  what 
he  saw  of  the  ranches. 

The  patrol  system  is  still  giving  general  satisfaction,  and  an  almost  entire  stop 
has  been  put  to  horse  stealing. 

There  is  no  doubt  however  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  cattle  killing, 
but  this  is  a  most  difficult  matter  to  prevent.  The  Indians  are,  of  course  accused,  but 
in  my  opinion  unjustly  in  the  majority  of  cases.  However,  I  think  the  Indians  should 
be  kept  closer  on  their  reserves,  and  passes  not  granted  during  winter  and  early 
spring.  During  these  seasons  cattle  are  more  easily  got  at,  and  there  is  a  great  temp- 
tation to  a  hungry  Indian,  with  game  scarce. 

I  still  am  of  opinion  that  more  flying  patrols  should  be  employed,  as  law-breakers 
endeavour  to  keep  themselves  regularly  posted  as  to  the  movements  of  the  regular 
patrold. 

As  I  have  repeatedly  reported  I  do  not  consider  the  Winchester  carbine  suitable 
for  our  requirements,  and  every  year  I  am  more  strongly  convinced  that  we  should 
be  furnished  with  a  better  weapon.  A  great  number  of  our  carbines  are  worn  out, 
and  should  be  replaced,  and  I  should  like  to  see  by  a  stronger  weapon.  I  can  find 
no  fault  with  the  revolver. 

Our  clothing  and  supplies  have  been  excellent. 

A  number  of  new  waggons  will  be  required,  principally  heavy  ones. 

19—2} 
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The  Force  is  well  horsed ;  still  there  will  be  a  number  required  to  replace  these 
becoming  worn  out. 

It  seems  difficult  to  ^et  the  class  of  horse  we  require.  In  the  past  the  difficulty 
was  to  get  them  large  enough  ;  now  it  seems  to  be  the  other  way. 

I  am  still  of  opinion  that  the  change  in  uniform,  as  recommended  by  me  in  my 
last  annual  report,  would  be  advantageous  to  the  Force,  viz.,  an  issue  of  tweed  riding 
breeches  in  lieu  of  a  pair  of  uniform  ones ;  also,  that  a  felt  hat  be  adopted  for  prairie 
work.  The  duck  cap  supplied  affords  no  protection  from  the  sun.  A  great  number 
of  the  men  wear  felt  hats,  their  private  property,  but  there  is  no  uniformity  in  style, 
which  is  very  objectionable. 

I  would  also  again  suggest  that  iron  cot-^  and  regular  barrack  furniture  be  sup- 
plied, as  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  barrack-rooms  as  they  should  be  with  rough 
wooden  bed  boards  and  trestles,  such  as  we  are  obliged  to  use. 

Better  fire  protection  is  urgently  required  at  the  majority  of  the  Posts. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  existing  liquor  law  is  most  unsatisfactory.  In  my 
opinion  there  should  either  be  strict  prohibition  or  else  a  high  license  system. 

Prairie  fires  are  becoming  a  very  serious  matter.  Unless  a  much  stricter  ordinance 
is  jjassed,  the  more  the  railway  system  increases  the  greater  will  be  the  loss  from 
fires,  not  that  I  consider  the  railroads  the  only  cause  of  fire ;  still,  they  are  blameable 
for  a  great  proportion. 

Alberta  still  suffers  from  the  want  of  bridges  over  its  numerous  streams  and 
rivers. 

Any  majesterial  work  performed  by  me  will  be  found  in  the  return  sent  in  by 
Superintendent  Mclllree. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  HEECHMEE. 

Assistant  Commissioner, 
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APPENDIX  B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPT.  J,  COTTON,  COMMANDING  *^F"  DIVISION. 

PRINCE  ALBERT,  1890. 


North-West  Mounted  Police, 

Prince  Albert,  8th  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  ray  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  30th 
November,  1890.  As  I  only  took  over  command  of  this  division  from  Superintendent 
A.  Bowen  Perry  on  the  19th  September  last,  I  would  inform  you  that  the  report  is 
compiled  from  the  records  left  in  this  office  by  this  officer. 

INDIANS. 

During  the  year  the  Indian  reserves  in  this  district  were  visited  frequently  by 
patrols,  and  in  no  instance  was  any  cause  of  complaint  found,  the  Indians  being 
quiet  and  contented. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  Superintendent  Perry's  report  of  last  year, 
calling  attention  to  the  Sioux  Indians  living  across  the  river  at  this  town,  and  would 
recommend  that  they  be  placed  on  a  reserve. 

half-breeds. 

The  half-breeds  are  not  in  as  bad  a  condition  as  in  former  years.  Last  winter 
we  gave  them  employment  cutting  cord-wood  and  getting  logs  out  for  us.  This  is 
a  much  better  system  than  issuing  rations  without  demanding  work  for  them. 

This  winter  I  think  wie  will  be  asked  for  some  assistance,  as  the  crops  were  a 
partial  failure,  on  account  of  the  incessant  rain  which  we  had  during  the  past 
summer.  I  would  suggest  that  any  half-breeds  making  application  for  relief  be 
employed  getting  out  logs,  with  which  we  could  erect  outposts  both  at  Batoche  and 
Duck  Lake.  They  could  also  haul  the  stone  for  the  foundations.  By  this  means 
valuable  assistance  would  be  rendered  to  the  breeds,  who,  before  the  advent  of  the 
railway,  managed  to  eke  out  an  existence  by  freighting.  This  means  is  now  entirely 
cut  oflP.  From  the  present  outlook  I  consider  that  it  w  ill  be  advisable  to  make  a 
further  advance  of  grain  in  the  spring.  The  advance  would  require  to  be  on  a  larger 
scale  than  last  year. 

I  copy  the  following  from  report  of  Superintendent  Perry,  dated  27th  May, 
1890:  "Inspector  Huot  reports  that  the  half-breeds  are  dissatisfied  with  the  quan- 
tity of  seed  grain  issued  to  them.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  only  a  small  amount 
was  expended  by  the  Government  and  had  to  be  divided  over  the  whole  district. 
However,  none  of  those  that  actually  came  to  Prince  Albert  for  seed  grain  were 
refused." 

If  an  advance  is  granted,  I  would  suggest  that  it  be  issued  at  different  points, 
such  as  Prince  Albei-t,  Batoche  and  Duck  Lake.  This,  I  believe,  would  be  better  than 
the  system  of  issuing  all  at  one  point,  as  some  deserving  people  living  in  outlying 
districts  wt>re  unaware  that  such  an  advance  was  going  to  be  made. 

This  matter,  I  think,  desei^ves  consideration. 

crime. 

There  has  been  no  serious  offence  committed  in  this  district  during  the  past 
year;  vagrancy  has  been  the  most  common.  This,  of  course,  was  to  be  expected,  on 
account  of  the  railway  opening  up  the  district. 

There  have  been  some  breaches  of  the  North-West  liquor  law  by  parties  selling 
intoxicating  liquor.     In  nearly  all  cases  fines  were  imposed  and  paid. 
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LIQUOR   LAW. 


I  cannot  change  my  previously  expressed  opinion  on  this  law,  but  can  say  that 
fewer  breaches  of  this  Act  come  to  my  knowledge  at  Prince  Albert  than  in  any  other 
parts  of  the  Territories. 

Under  this  head,  I  last  year  said :  "  The  liquor  laws,  as  the  prohibitory 
clauses  of  the  North-West  Act  are  often  called,  have  given  rise  to  considerable  dis- 
cussion. In  the  early  days  prohibition  was  a  necessity.  It  was  an  important  factor 
in  maintaining  peace  among  the  Indians.     The  half-breed  element  also  benefited  by  it 

"  The  construction  of  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  proceeded 
quietly,  and  the  total  absence  of  all  serious  crime — notwithstanding  the  sadden 
influx  of  thousands  of  rough  navvies — was  remarked  with  astonishment.  This  was 
again  and  again  borne  testimony  to  by  prominent  railway  men  who  had  experience 
in  other  countries.  Even  with  the  efficient  police  surveillance  maintain^,  such 
happy  results  could  not,  1  think,  have  come  about,  but  for  the  prohibitory  laws 
existing;  that  these  laws  were  sometimes  broken,  even  in  those  days,  is  an  undeniable 
fact.     Such,  however,  was  the  exception,  not  the  rule. 

^'  Looking  back  over  the  history  of  the  Territories  it  cannot  be  said  pi*ohibition 
was  a  failure  or  that  it  did  not  bring  with  it  many  good  results. 

"  Now,  however,  the  situation  is  changed ;  towns  and  settlements  have  sprung 
up  all  over  the  Territories.  The  white  population  in  discussing  these  changes  has 
ventilated  the  subject  fVeely  and  fully  in  the  Territorial  press.  As  a  Police  force 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ditferent  moral  interpretations  put  on  the  Act. 

"  It  must  suffice  for  us  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  a  prohibitory  law  does 
not  give  universal  satisfaction. 

'*  This  question  might  also  be  considered  :  Is  it  possible  to  enforce  the  law  as  it 
now  stands  on  the  Statute  Book  ?  With  regard  to  the  Act  in  its  present  form,  I  make 
the  following  quotation  from  my  report  of  last  year.  It  still  applies  with  equal 
I'orce :  The  large  number  of  appeal  cases — that  is,  appeals  from  magistrates  to 
the  Supreme  Court—has,  I  think,  brought  out  many  points  worthy  of  consideration,  with 
a  view  of  bringing  about  some  desirable  amendments  to  the  Act.  Take  this  point,  for 
instance:  one  of  the  learned  judges  before  whom  appeals  were  heard  holds  that  any 
one  bringing  in  liquor  under  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  permit  may  transfer  such 
liquor  to  other  residents  of  the  Territories  who  are  not  themselves  in  possession 
of  a  permit;  and  further,  that  people  so  receiving  liquor  are  not  liable  to  punishment 
by  fine  or  imprisonment.  My  last  desire  is  to  criticise  in  the  slightest  degree  the 
legality  of  such  judgments.  I  may,  however,  add  that  if  this  is  the  correct  reading 
of  the  Act  it  will  hereafter  certainly  handicap  the  Police  in  their  efforts  to  suppress 
illegal  liquor  traffic. 

'*  I  was  unquestionably  right  in  this  surmise.  It  is  now,  in  almost  every  case, 
necessary  to  proceed  against  alleged  offenders  for  having  illegally  sold  liquor — not 
having  it  illegally  in  possession.  The  sale  of  liquor  is  hard  to  pi'ove,  as  experience 
has  amply  shown.  / 

"  ithink  no  part  of  any  fine  for  infringement  of  prohibitory  clauses  should  be 
paid  to  members  of  the  Police  force. 

"  In  carrying  an  Act  of  this  nature  into  effect  constables  and  other  should,  even 
to  the  most  sceptical  of  critics,  be  above  suspicion. 

PATROLS   AND   PARTIES. 

The  district  has  been  thoroughly  patrolled  during  the  year.  This  you  will 
observe  from  the  changes  made  in  the  patrol  map. 

The  most  important  trips  during  the  year  were  the  following  : — 

Inspector  Norman  and  party  to  Green  Lake,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
received  from  you,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  upon  the  condition  of  the  half- 
breeds  at  that  place. 

He  left  here  on  the  3rd  December,  1889,  returning  to  Prince  Albert  on  the  20th 
of  same  month.  There  being  very  little  snow,  and  the  lakes  not  being  entirely  fro- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2H 


zen  over,  the  journey  was  made  very  difficult.  Circuitous  routes  had  to  be  taken  in 
some  instances.  The  report  of  Inspector  Norman  on  this  duty  was  forwarded  to  you. 

On  the  14th  June,  Inspector  Norman,  with  5  men  and  5  horses,  left  for  Mon- 
treal Lake  to  enquire  into  two  alleged  murders  which  were  reported  as  having  taken 
place  there,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  a  white  man  named  McAuley  had  shot  at  and  killed  an  Indian,  and 
wounded  another,  at  the  south  end  of  Montreal  Lake. 

2nd.  Infanticide  by  an  Indian  woman. 

In  the  first  case  it  would  seem  that  some  shooting  did  take  place,  but  without 
any  fatal  results.  It  was  the  evident  intention  of  some  Indians  to  obtain  possession 
of  McAuley's  gun,  and  he,  McAuley,  fired  in  self-defence.  Inspector  Norman  warned 
McAuley  to  be  very  careful  in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  only  where  life  was  endan- 
gered would  he  be  justified  in  taking  the  action  he  did. 

In  the  alleged  case  of  infanticide  it  was  learned  the  the  child  was  prematurely 
born  and  had  never  breathed. 

It  had  been  buried,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  dogs  had  rooted  it  up  and 
mutilated  the  body,  and  this  fact  gave  rise  to  the  talk.  Mr.  Turner  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  at  Eed  Deer  Lake,  who  forwarded  the  first  information,  also  informed 
Inspector  Norman  that  he  had  seen  all  the  parties  concerned  in  the  matter,  and  that 
the  rumour  which  had  been  circulated  was  entirely  without  foundation.  Mr.  Turner's 
statement  on  this  case  together  with  Inspector  Norman's  report,  were  forwarded  to 
you.  I  need  hardly  give  a  detail  of  the  hardships  which  this  party  encountered, 
but  must  say  that  the  trip  was  a  very  difficult  one,  the  road  being  ftill  of  stumps, 
fallen  timber  and  muskeg.  The  party  was  obliged  to  make  corduroy  roads  across 
the  muskegs  to  enable  them  to  reach  their  destination.  In  many  cases  the  horses 
got  badly  mired,  and  this  involved  the  unloading  and  unhitching  of  the  waggons. 

ASSISTANCE   TO  INDIAN   DEPARMENT. 

On  the  25th  October  Inspector  Nonnan  and  one  constable  left  for  Eegina  to 
escort  the  Indian  Treaty  payment  annuities. 

He  handed  over  the  box  addressed  to  Battleford  to  an  escort  of  "  C  "  Division, 
which  met  him  at  Saskatoon,  and  the  othei*  two  boxes  wore  handed  over  to  Sergeant 
Mountain,  at  Duck  Lake.  Sergeant  Mountain  accompanied  the  Indian  Agent  paying 
treaty  at  Attakakoops,  Sandy  Lake,  Snake  Plains,  ancf  Muskeg  Lake  Indian  reserves, 
and  Corporal  Oliver  acted  as  escort  for  Mr.  McKenzie  paying  Indians  at  Fort  k  la 
Corne.     Everything  passed  off  very  quietly. 

PRAIRIE   FIRES. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that,  with  one  exception,  we  have  been  entirely  free  from 
prairie  fires  in  this  district. 

The  fire  I  refer  to  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Duck  Lake.  There  was  very  little 
damage  done.  The  cause  was  enquired  into,  but  nothing  could  be  found  out  as  to 
how  it  first  started. 

The  absence  of  prairie  fires  is  entirely  due  to  the  very  wet  season. 

ANTHRAX  AND    FEVER. 

During  the  year  anthrax  and  fever  have  been  very  prevalent  amongst  horses 
and  cattle  in  this  district. 

The  dampness  of  the  season  made  the  gi*ass  very  rank,  which,  the  veterinary 
authorities  state,  caused  the  anthrax. 

Fever  is  sometimes  prevalent  here  in  the  autumn.  The  cause  of  it  appears  to  be 
unknown. 

iMUSKETRY. 

The  annual  target  practice  was  held,  and  showed  a  marked  improvement  on 
former  years*    Sergeant  Bailey  made  the  highest  score  with  the  carbine,  viz.,  299 
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points  out  of  a  possible  360.  I  would  recommend  that  yuperintendent  PeiTy's  sug- 
gestion of  last  year  be  adopted,  viz.,  that  some  encouragement  be  given  for  shooting, 
such  as  badges  or  cash  prizes.  This  would  very  materially  increase  the  inter^t 
taken  in  shooting,  and  consequently  improve  the  shooting  collectively. 

A  team  of  this  division  was  entered  in  the  Dominion  Rifle  League  matches  and 
did  better  than  was  expected.  They  succeeded  in  getting  twenty-fifth  place  in  all 
Canada.  Constable  Carmichael,  who  made  the  highest  aggregate  score  in  the  team, 
won  the  League  badge. 

A  number  of  our  men  also  competed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Saskatchewan 
Provincial  Rifle  Association,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  off"  some  of  the  prizes.  The 
Clark  trophy  cup  was  won,  for  one  year,  by  Constable  Carmichael. 

GAME. 

In  this  district  feathered  game,  such  as  geese,  duck,  prairie  chicken,  &c.,  are  still 
very  plentiful. 

1  understand  that  the  close  season  for  these  birds  now  extends  \ip  to  the  1st 
September.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  on  this  head,  the  change  is  certainly  a  bene- 
ficial one.  In  the  first  place,  to  avoid  illegal  killing  of  game  it  is  an  advantage  (with 
the  idea  of  preventing  indiscriminate  slaughter)  to  open  the  season  for  all  birds  on 
the  same  day. 

Deer  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  timbered  portions  of  the  district;  also  bears. 

Small  fur-bearing  animals,  such  as  beaver,  otter,  fox,  lynx,  musk-rat,  &c.,  are 
still  fairly  plentiful,  and  supply  the  means  of  a  livelihood  to  many  industrious 
half-breeds  and  Indians. 

FISHERIES. 

The  fish  of  the  district  are :  whitefish,  lake  trout,  sturgeon  and  other  smaller 
varieties.  These  fish  are  fairly  plentiful.  Many  Half-breeds  and  Indians  journey  to 
the  northern  lakes  to  lay  in  a  winter  supply.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  other 
large  traders  catch  great  quantities  for  food  for  their  train  dogs.  Since  the  winter  of 
1886  several  white  men  have  engaged  in  the  business  of  fishing  in  lakes  north  of  the 
town  for  sale.  One  man  has  exported  by  train  as  far  asQn*Appelle,  250  miles  distant. 
I  am  informed  upwards  of  eight  tons  of  whitefish  and  lake  trout  were  thus  exported 
last  winter. 

BARRACKS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  year  the  following  additions  wei*e  made  at  this  Post,  viz.,  a  tank-house 
for  fire  purposes. 

Although  this  building  is  erected  according  to  specifications  received  from 
Public  Works  Department,  in  my  opinion  it  will  not  fully  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Post  in  case  of  a  severe  fire,  the  building  being,  I  consider,  too  small. 

From  the  logs  cut  last  winter  by  the  half-breeds  a  recreation  room  is  in  course 
of  erection.  The  building  is  56  ft.  long,  26  ft.  wide  and  14  ft.  to  the  eaves.  This 
building  will  fill  a  long-felt  want  when  completed.  1  need  hardly  say  that  several 
articles  of  furniture  will  be  required  for  this  building,  which  I  find  impossible  to 
procure  out  of  the  grant  made. 

If  possible,  I  would  recommend  that  200  or  300  books  be  supplied.  I  would  further 
suggest  that  this  building  be  sealed  and  tarpapered  inside,  and  weatherboarded 
outside,  during  the  coming  year,  so  that  it  would  correspond  with  the  other  buildings 
in  the  Post. 

An  hospital  is  very  much  required  at  this  Post.  During  an  epidemic  of  In- 
fluenza last  spring  there  was  not  suflicient  accommodation  for  patients  in  the  small 
room  now  used  for  hospital  purposes.  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  a  hospital 
be  erected  without  delay.  This  was  reported  on  by  both  Superintendent  Perry  and 
Dr.  Bain  last  year,  so  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  aetails  in  the  matter. 

You  are  aware  that  the  only  hospital  accommodation  we  have  at  present  is  a 
barrack-room.    By  temporary  divisions  or  partitions  this  single  room  is  converted 
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into  a  ward  for  patients,  surgeiy  and  hospital  store.  As  a  recent  inspection  was 
-made  by  the  Senior  Surgeon,  I  am  quite  eui*e  he  will  deal  with  this  subject  clearly 
and  ably  from  a  professional  point  of  view. 

All  the  buildings  in  this  rost  will  require  to  be  painted  next  year. 

CLOTHING  AND   KIT. 

The  kits  of  the  division  are  not  in  all  cases  complete,  owing  to  some  of  the 
requisite  articles  not  being  in  store. 

The  supply  of  fur  coats  falls  considerably  short  of  the  demand,  at  least  twenty 
more  should  oe  supplied  the  division  without  delay. 

The  dyed  sheepskin  coats  are  warm  and  comfortable,  4.hough  of  course  a  poor 
substitute  for  the  old  pattern  buffalo.  I  take  the  following  from  my  report  of  last 
year:  "I  would  again  renew  my  previously  made  recommendation  in  favour  of  a 
prairie  suit  of  some  neutral  colour.  A  loose  Norfolk  jacket  (lots  of  pockets),  made  of 
light  soft  cord,  with  nding  breeches  of  same  material,  would,  I  think,  answer  our 
purpose  admirably." 

I  trust  that  helmets  and  forage  caps  will  soon  be  discarded.  The  forage  cap 
furnishes  no  protection  whatever  in  any  weather.  A  helmet  is  just  about  as  useless 
as  it  is  perplexing  and  annoying.  In  support  of  this,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
when  men  are  travelling  on  the  prairie  they  invariably  pack  their  helmets  in  the 
waggons.  I  think  the  forage  caps  could  be  replaced  by  soft  felt  hats  such  as  the 
American  troops  use. 

BRIDGES. 

The  bridges  in  the  district  are  always  kept  in  good  repair. 

RANCHING. 

Ranching  in  this  district  appears  to  be  carried  on  with  great  success.  Although 
the  winter  is  long  and  severe  the  supply  of  hay  is  always  plentiful  and  cheap  and 
thus  it  is  easy  to  keep  the  cattle  during  the  winter  without  much  outlay. 

CROPS. 

The  crops  have  turned  out  very  good.  On  the  low-lying  land  wheat  was  slightly 
affected  by  the  early  frost.  The  oats  being  supplied  to  us  under  contract,  are  excep- 
tionally good.  The  price  of  good  wheat  is  about  SOcents  per  bushel^  this  in  local 
market. 

FERRIES. 

The  ferries  in  this  district  are  always  kept  in  good  running  order. 

TELEPHONE. 

I  would  stronglv  recommend  that  telephonic  communication  be  established 
between  this  Post  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway's  telegraph  office.  This  would 
mean  a  great  convenience  to  me  if  earned  out.  The  cost  would  not  be  very  great, 
as  the  Government  telefi^^'^ph  line  is  not  working  at  present,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  we  could  secure  sufficient  wire  and  poles  to  carry  out  this  project  if  asked  for. 

WINCHESTER   CARBINES. 

Many  of  these  require  resighting.  This  can  be  done  by  sending  small  numbers 
to  Regina  from  time  to  time  where  the  Armourer  Sergeant  can  overhaul  each  care- 
fully. 

DISCHARGES. 

I  earnestly  trust  that  some  plan  may  soon  be  authonzed  and  adopted  by  which 
all  non-commissioned  officei*s  and  constables  will  have,  on  giving,  say,  six  or  seven 
-weeks*  notice,  the  unconditional  right  of  purchasing  their  discharge. 
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The  knowledge  that  a  man  could  at  any  time  obtain  his  discharge  by  parchase 
would,  I  fully  believe,  reduce  materially  the  number  of  applications  now  made  uftler 
the  present  system.     I  pointed  this  out  in  my  report  of  lust  year. 

DESERTIONS. 

No  desertions  have  occurred  from  this  division  during  the  year. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  are  of  very  fair  quality  and  in  accordance  with  the  contract.  I 
think,  however,  that  a  superior  brand  of  tea  and  coffee  should  be  supplied,  even  if 
the  cost  were  slightly  more  than  current  contract  prices. 

FUEL    AND   LIGHT. 

Fuel  used  at  this  Post  is  all  wood  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

Light.  The  coal  oil  supplied,  though  doubtless  in  accordance  with  the  contract, 
is  of  inrerior  quality.  I  would  recommend  that  some  reallv  good  brand  be  called  for 
in  all  future  contracts.  The  additional  expense  would  not  be  great,  would  add  much 
to  comfort,  and  reduce  the  chances  of  accidental  fires. 

HORSES. 

During  the  year  14  horses  (remounts)  were  transferred  to  the  Division,  17 
horses  were  cast  and  sold,  and  4  horses  died.  The  report  of  the  Vetennaiy  Suff 
Sergeant  is  forwarded  herewith. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  and  harness  are  in  very  good  order;  some  articles,  will  however,  be 
required  during  the  coming  year. 

SAVINGS   BANKS 

The  sum  of  $2,855  was  deposited  in  the  Savings  Bank  during  the  year,  being  an 
increase  of  $189  over  last  year. 

IRON    BEDS. 

A  supply  of  iron  beds  for  barrack  rooms  is  urgently  required.  This  would  add 
to  the  men's  comfort  and  unquestionably  improve  the  general  appearance  of  the 
rooms. 

HEALTH. 

The  general  health  has  been  good.  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  record  two  deaths, 
viz. :  Kegl.  No.  320,  Staff  Sergeant  Breadon,  J.,  who  died  at  Toronto  on  1st  Januaiy. 
This  non-commissioned  officer  was  on  six  months'  leave  of  absence,  on  account  of  ill 
health.  Reg..  No.  487,  Sergt.  Montgomery,.  A.E.G.,  who  met  with  an  accident  on 
the  7th  August  while  on  mounted  drill  parade  which  proved  fatal  on  the  lOth  Aagusi 

Both  these  non-commissioned  officers  had  long  aiid  faithful  service  which  well 
deserves  an  official  acknowledgment. 

STORES. 

The  stores  of  this  division  are  correct  and  in  good  order.  The  estimates  for 
next  year's  supplies  are  forwarded  herewith. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  valuable  assistau'je  rendered  me  by  Quarter- 
master Sergeant  Parker  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  does  his  work. 

CONDUCT. 

The  conduct  of  the  division  during  the  year  was  exceptionally  good.  The  heav- 
iest sentence  inflicted  being  three  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  and  this 
only  in  one  instance. 
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ENGAGEMENTS  AND  RE-ENGAGEMENTS. 

Two  recruits  were  engaged  at  this  post  during  the  year,  one  man  rejoined  after 
being  away  for  over  two  years,  and  11  men  rejoined  on  completion  of  their  term  of 
service. 

DISCHARGES. 

During  the  year,  9  men  took  their  discharges  on  completion  of  their  term  of 
enlistment,  and  2  were  permitted  to  purchase. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  heavy  transport  is  in  very  good  order.  1  have  asked  for  in  my  estimate 
the  following:  2  platiorm  spring  and  2  half  spring  waggons,  1  double  buckboard, 
2  light  sleighs  and  6  jumpers. 

The  only  platform  waggon  which  we  have  here  has  considerably  deteriorated 
from  fair  wear  and  tear,  and  the  2  half  spring  waggons  are  both  unserviceable. 

The  light  sleigns  will  be  required  for  this  winter's  work,  also  the  jumpers  for 
patrol. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   RAILWAYS. 

Great  assistance  was  rendered  to  the  railway  companv  and  frequent  patrols 
were  made  along  the  line.  The  railway  navvies  threatened  to  strike  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  but  on  the  appearance  of  our  men  all  hard  feeling  subsided. 

magistrates'  manual. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Justice  McGuire  has  prepared  and  published  a  "  Hand- 
book for  Magistrates." 

This  work  is  very  complete  and  is,  in  my  judgment,  by  long  odds,  the  best  work 
of  the  kind  y^et  produced.  It  is  able,  clear  and  concise,  and  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  police  officer  and  territorial  justice  of  the  peace. 

I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  copies  be  procured  forthwith  and  issued 
throughout  the  force. 

A  revised  and  complete  edition  of  the  North-West  Ordinances  is  also  required. 

officers. 

The  duty  officers  posted  to  this  division  are  Inspectors  Norman  and  Huot. 
Both  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  their  official  duties  and  afforded  me  thorough  and 
efficient  support. 

Accompanying  this  are  the  reports  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Bain  and  Veter- 
inary Staff  Sergeant  Sweetapple.  Estimates  for  stores,  hospital  and  veterinary 
supplies,  and  return  of  criminal  and  other  cases  tried  in  this  district  during  the 
year  1890. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COTTON, 
Superintendent  Commanding  "i?"*  Division, 
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APTENDIX  C. 


ANNUAL  REPOET  OF  SUPT.  J.  H.  McILLREE,  COMMIANDING 
"  E  "  DIVISION,  1890. 


"  E  "  Division,  N.  W.  M.  Police, 

Caloary,  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forwai-d  my  annual  report  covering  period  from 
Ist  December.  1889,  to  30th  November,  1890. 

GENERAL    STATE   OF   DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  report  the  general  state  of  the  district  I  consider  to  be  highly 
prosperous.  Settlers  continue  to  come  in  until  now  it  is  difficult  to  get  Government 
land  to  any  extent.  Last  winter  for  some  months  the  weather  was  severe,  snow  deep 
and  in  some  portions  of  the  district  stock  suffered.  In  spring  there  were  some  severe 
storms,  which  were  veiy  destructive  to  new-born  calves  and  colts.  The  season  was 
favourable  for  ploughing  and  sowing,  and  enough  rain  fell  in  earlier  months  to  ensure 
good  fcrops.  Thei'e  were  heavy  i-ains  during  haying  and  harvesting  times,  which 
somewhat  interfered  which  the  saving  of  crops ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  believe,  farmers 
are  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of  their  season's  work. 

Calgaiy  continues  to  go  ahead  rapidly.  During  the  past  few  months  a  system 
of  waterworks  has  been  introduced.  The  pipes  are  down  and  water  is  expected  to 
be  laid  on  in  a  short  time.  At  the  present  time  a  very  effecient  sewerage  system  ig 
being  inaugurated.  New  stone  buildings  are  gowing  up  and  the  town  is  extending 
its  area.  Many  fine  residences  are  being  erected.  An  hospital  has  been  lately 
opened  which  was  much  needed.  A  woollen  mill,  which  was  started  as  a  private 
venture,  has  been  taken  over  by  a  company  and  promises  to  be  a  success.  The 
blankets  and  tweeds  made  are  of  very  fine  quality,  being  of  pure  wool  throughout 
A  new  sawmill  has  been  started  on  Sheep  Creek,  and  is  a  great  boon  to  settlers  in 
the  southern  pai-t  of  district,  who  before  had  to  haul  all  their  lumber  from  Calgary. 

The  coal  mine  has  been  worked  more  or  less  at  Canmore.  though  no  great 
quantity  of  coal  has  been  got  out  as  yet.  This  coal  has  been  tested  on  the  Pacific 
on  one  at  least  of  Her  Majesty *s  ships  and  1  understand  the  test  resulted  favoui-ably. 
Mines  at  Anthracite  have  not  been  worked.  Some  coal  has  been  taken  out  of  mine 
on  South  Fork  of  Sheep  Creek,  and  lately  a  new  shaft  has  been  sunk  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  to  the  old  one  and  a  very  fine  seam  of  coal  has  been  struck. 
Some  coal  has  been  taken  out  of  the  mine  on  High  Eiver.  Blackfoot  Indians  work 
a  mine  on  their  reserve,  and  supplv  the  Agency  and  Industrial  School. 

The  whole  district  is  very  rich  in  coal.  There  are  several  places  where  small 
shafts  have  been  sunk,  and  coal  tested  and  found  to  be  of  good  quality.  At  Banff 
many  improvements  have  been  made  about  the  Park,  roads  improved  and  new  ones 
opened,  notablv  a  road  up  Tunnel  Mountain,  by  which  visitors  can  reach  the  top  of 
the  mountain  by  driving  the  greater  part  of  the  way.  New  regulations  have  been 
issued  for  the  government  of  the  Park  which  entail  considerable  additional  work  on 
the  detachment  of  police  stationed  there  to  ensure  their  enforcement.  The  country 
north  of  Calgary  is  settling  up  very  rapidly.  There  is  no  grist  mill  as  yet  in  this  dis- 
trict, which  I  think  is  to  be  oeplored,  as  there  is  no  inducement  for  farmers  to  grow 
wheat.     There  is  no  doubt  that  good  wheat  can  be  grown  here. 

One  of  the  great  events  of  the  year,  as  far  as  this  district  is  concerned  was  the 
turning  of  the  first  sod  of  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Bailway.  This  cei'emony  was 
perfoi'med  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  on  the  2 Ist  July  last.  Since 
then  the  road  has  been  built,  with  the  exception  of  some  surfacing,  to  the  crossing 
of  Eed  Deer  Eiver,  a  distance  of  about  ninety-two  miles  and  the  graders  have  been  at 
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work  a  considerable  distance  north  of  that  point.  Daring  the  winter  the  permanent 
bridges  will  be  built  across  the  Eed  Deer  and  Bow  Rivers.  Ties  are  to  be  taken  out 
at  various  points  north  of  Calgary  also  at  DeviPs  Lake  in  the  National  Park,  and 
up  at  the  Headwaters  of  Hi^h  River.  Different  routes  have  been  surveyed  for  the 
southern  extension  of  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Railway  from  Calgary  to  Macleod, 
and  I  understand  work  is  to*b^  begun  on  that  portion  early  next  year.  The  C.  and 
E.  starts  from  a  point  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
east  from  the  business  centre  of  Calgary.  Stations  and  water-tanks  have  been  built 
on  the  completed  portion  of  line.  There  has  been  little  trouble  with  the  men 
working  on  construction.  I  am  sorry  to  say  some  of  the  contractors  had  heavy 
losses  amongst  their  horses  through  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever.  We  have 
received  every  facility  from  the  contractors  and  officials  of  the  C.  and  E.  Railway 
to  enable  us  to  preserve  order  on  the  works  during  the  season. 

Crime. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  marked  absence  of  serious 
offences  during  the  past  year.  The  two  chief  crimes  are  horse-stealing  and  cattle- 
killing,  both  difficult  matters  to  cope  with.  Early  last  sprint  horses  began  to  disap- 
pear from  Calgaiy  and  vicinity.  It  was  found  that  they  were  being  run  off  by  a  gang 
of  young  men  and  held  for  ransom.    Every  means  was  taken  to  stop  this  evil,  and  a 

freat  deal  of  horse  flesh  was  used  up.  1  was  quite  aware  who  were  in  the  business, 
ut  we  failed  to  catch  the  leader.  The  gang  was  shielded  and  aided  by  different 
people,  but  at  length  it  got  too  hot  for  them  and  the  chief  offender  left  the  country. 
Most  of  the  horses  run  off  were  recovered,  but  at  great  loss  of  money  to  the  owners 
of  the  stock.  Three  cases  of  horse-stealing  were  proved,  and  the  offenders  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  In  a  fourth  case  the  criminal  was  caught  at  Macleod  and  con- 
victed. Some  cases  of  cattle-killing  have  been  reported,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  we 
have  not  been  able  to  work  up  a  case.  In  a  couple  of  cases,  where  a  great  deal  of 
evidence  had  been  traced  out  and  submitted  to  skilled  legal  advice,  it  was  not  con- 
sidered advisable  to  bring  the  cases  to  trial.  The  chief  losses  have  been  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Sarcee  Reserve.  No  doubt,  from  what  the  settlers  report,  the  Indians 
kill  cattle,  but  I  think  white  men  are  also  in  the  business. 

A  detachment  is  shortly  to  be  established  about  the  Forks  of  Fish  Creek,  and 
with  the  aid  of  a  couple  of  Indian  scouts  I  trust  we  will  be  able  to  effectually  pro- 
tect that  section  of  the  country.  In  a  late  issue  of  the  Calgary  Herald  appeared  an 
article  enumerating  several  instances  of  cattle-killing  where  settlers  had  seen  the 
remains  of  killed  cattle.  Only  one  of  these  cases  had  been  reported.  If  settlers 
would  promptly  report  such  mattei'S  it  would  give  us  some  chance  to  run  down  the 
offenders. 

For  horse-stealing  and  cattle-killing  cases,  one  or  more  good  detectives  are 
wanted  badly.  An  Indian  or  white  man  engaged  in  these  unlawful  practices  can 
tell  a  policeman  and  his  horse  as  far  as  they  can  see  them. 

Another  crime  that  is  difficult  to  stop  is  selling  liquor  to  Indians.  It  is  practised 
^principally  by  Half-breeds  and  a  low  class  of  white  men.  They  buy  a  bottle  or  two 
of  liquor  and  water  it,  thereby  increasing  their  stock  considerably,  and  then  sell  it  as 
chance  offers.  One  half-breed  is  at  present  undergoing  a  term  for  this  offence,  and 
two  more  men  were  tried,  but  evidence  was  too  contradictory  to  convict,  it  being  a 
case  where  there  was  strong  evidence  of  hard  swearing.  Convictions  for  infi*actions 
of  the  liquor  law  were  few;  only  cases  where  straight  selling  could  be  proved  were 
brought  to  trial. 

There  have  not  been  so  many  cases  of  settlers'  houses  being  broken  into  as  last 
year.  In  one  case  where  it  happened  the  offender  was  convicted  and  sent  to  the 
penitentiary. 

Seventy-four  prisoners  have  been  confined  in  the  guard-room  of  this  Post  during 
the  past  year.  Of^  these,  thirty-four  did  various  terms  of  imprisonment  here  and  five 
went  to  the  penitentiaiy  in  Manitoba.  One  lunatic  was  handed  over  from  the 
Northern  District  and  sent  to  the  asylum.     Of  the  seventy-four  prisoners  confined, 
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nine  were  Indians,  four  half-breeds,  one  negro,  two  Chinamen,  and  the  balance  white 
men,  with  exception  of  one  woman.  Most  of  the  charges  were  not  of  a  very  serious 
nature,  as  can  be  seen  in  my  return  of  cases  tried.  I  would  again  suggest  that  a 
stock  and  hide  inspection  for  this  district  is  much  needed.  For  the  safety  of  all 
stock  owners,  all  horses  and  cattle  shipped  from  or  driven  out  of  the  district  should 
be  examined.  I  think  this  should  be  compulsory,  and  penalties  attached,  as  I  have 
very  good  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  past  a  good  many  head  of  stock  have  been 
shipped  out  of  the  country  without  the  consent  of  the  rightful  ownere. 

PATROLS   AND   OUTPOSTS. 

Outposts  have  been  maintained  duiinffthe  past  year  at  Morley,  Canmore,  Banfil 
Anthracite,  North  Fork  of  Sheep  Creek,  JPekisko,  Industrial  School  and  Gleichen, 
and  one  is  about  to  be  established  at  the  Forks  of  Fish  Creek.  Memberd  from  the 
outposts  patrol  in  different  directions  daily,  visit  settlers,  inspect  stock,  &c.  A 
report  is  received  at  headquarters  of  divisions  fi'om  each  outpost  weekly,  showing 
each  day's  duty  performed.  Patrol  slips,  signed  by  settlers  visited,  accompany  theee 
these  reports,  also  returns  showing  mileage  done  by  each  horse  at  outpost.  The 
detachment  at  Scarlett's  was  not  kept  up  this  year,  as  men  were  stationed  at  dif- 
ferent points  along  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Eailway.  These  outposts  are,  as  far 
as  I  can  judge,  appreciated  by  the  settlers,  and  the  Indians  are  in  a  great  measure 
kept  off  the  stock  ranges. 

At  Gleichen,  in  addition  to  visiting  settlements  and  settlers,  the  Blackfoot 
Reserve  is  frequently  visited,  and  movements  of  the  Indians  watched  and  reported  on. 

At  Band'  consiaerable  increase  of  duties  has  been  entailed  by  the  new  regula- 
tions for  government  of  Park.  Mounted  men  have  to  visit  daily  all  the  principal 
points  in  the  Park,  and  a  dismounted  man  has  to  be  on  duty  in  "the  village.  From 
Calgary  numerous  parties  have  been  out  during  the  year.  Short  patrols  nave  gone 
out  for  the  day  in  every  direction,  visiting  settlers.  Longer  trips  for  a  few  days 
have  been  numerous,  taking  in  larger  extents  of  country,  and  parties  on  special 
duties  have  been  all  over  the  district.  Under  "  General  Work"  I  will  report  more 
fully  on  duties  performed  by  members  of  outposts.  The  total  mileage  performed  bj 
the  horses  of  the  division  amountw  to  199,400  miles. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

An  escort  trom  here  took  treaty  money  for  payment  of  Indians  in  Edmonton 
district  as  far  as  Eed  Deer  Crossing,  and  handed  it  ovea*  to  party  from  *'G*' 
Division. 

Treaty  money  for  the  Sarcees  was  taken  to  their  reserve  under  escort,  and  the 
Police  remained  during  the  payments. 

An  escort  attended  treaty  payments  at  Blackfoot  Reserve.  The  membei-sof  the 
detachment  at  Gleichen  have  aided  the  Agent  at  Blackfoot  Reserve  whenever  called 
upon  to  do  so. 

At  the  request  of  the  Indian  Commissioner,  Indians  have  been  kept  away  from 
the  vicinity  of  Calgary  as  much  as  possible.  If  they  decline  to  go,  I  find  arresting 
one  or  two  as  vagrants  has  a  veiy  speedy  effect  in  getting  rid  of  them. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  RAILWAYS. 

During  the  construction  of  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Railway,  dating  from  last 
year,  members  of  the  Force  have  been  stationed  with  grading  outfits,  track-laying 
and  surfacing  gangs.  The  party  with  the  graders  began  their  duties  a  few  miles 
from  Calgary  and  accompanied  the  work  to  Blind  Man's  River.  The  track-layers 
and  surfacei-8  had  also  men  attached,  and  for  the  latter  part  of  the  season  an  officer 
was  out  constantly  on  the  works.  The  party  with  the  grading  outfits  camped  at 
some  central  point,  and  visited  all  camps  regularly,  keeping  a  sharp  look  out  tor 
whiskey  smugglers  and  all  suspicious  characters,  iiittle  trouble  was  experienced  in 
keeping  order.     The  usual  cases  of  deserting  employment  have  occurred.     Quite  a 
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number  of  such  offenders  were  arrested.  Some  returned  to  work ;  others  were  fined  or 
otherwise  punished.  One  or  two  small  strikes  occuiTed,  but  in  no  case  was  any 
violence  offered  or  damage  done  by  the  strikers.  The  work  has  now  practically 
closed  and  most  of  the  men  are  paid  off  and  have  left. 

DRILL,  TARGET  PRACTICE,  &C. 

Last  winter,  there  being  so  much  snow  and  such  severe  weather,  very  little 
drill,  either  mounted  or  dismounted,  could  be  attempted.  Every  man  in  barracks  was 
however,  put  through  a  coui'se  of  setting-up  drill,  manual  and  firing  exercises,  by 
using  the  mess-room  as  a  drill  hall.  As  soon  as  the  spring  opened  the  patrol  and 
outpost  duties  became  so  heavy  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  have  drills.  Most  of 
the  men,  however,  are  well  up  in  individual  drill,  and  only  require  working  together 
to  perfect.  Target  practice,  both  mounted,  dismounted,  and  revolver,  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  summer  and  fall,  and  nearly  every  member  of  the  division 
has  been  through  a  full  course,  as  laid  down  in  our  Eegulations. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  division  is  very  good,  as  it  needs  must  be  when  standard  of 
height  for  enlistment  is  placed  at  5ft.  8in.,  and  a  severe  medical  examination  has  to 
be  undergone.  Nearly  all  my  men  are  fine  specimens  of  manhood  and  capable  of 
doing  any  amount  of  work. 

RECRUITS. 

A  few  men  apply  for  enlistment  at  this  post  but  unfortunately  most  of  them 
fail  to  pass  their  medical  examination,  many  not  being  up  to  the  required  standai*d 
of  height  or  measurements,  and  others  not  constitutionally  sound.  A  few  however 
have  been  accepted. 

HEALTH. 

Until  the  2nd  of  October  the  health  of  the  division  was  excellent.  On  the 
above  date  Constable  Bennett  was  admitted  into  hospital,  and  on  the  3rd  October  his 
sickness  was  determined  to  be  fever.  Since  that  date  there  have  been  nine  more 
cases  amongst  the  men  and  one  amongst  the  prisoners,  making  eleven  cases  in 
all.  I  regret  to  report  that  one  death  occurred.  No.  2.503,  Constable  F.  St.  L. 
Maguire.  He  was  aamitted  into  hospital  on  the  16th  October  and  died  near  midnight 
of  26th  of  same  month.  After  entering  hospital  he  told  Assistant-Surgeon  Aylen 
that  he  had  been  feeling  very  unwell  for  about  ten  days  previously,  but  he  had 
fought  against  it  as  long  as  he  could,  and  it  was  no  doubt  in  a  great  measure  to  this 
delay  in  placing  himself  under  treatment  that  the  poor  fellow  lost  his  life.  He  had 
only  been  a  member  of  the  force  a  few  weeks,  having  been  enlisted  here  on  the  13th 
August.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  Eoman  Catholic  cemetery.  I  know  no 
reason  for  this  outbreak  of  fever.  Assistant-Surgeon  Aj^len,  who  inspects  the  sani- 
tary arrangements  of  the  barracks  every  week,  states  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
condition  of  the  barracks  to  cause  or  to  help  such  an  outbreak.  Senior  Surgeon 
Jukes,  who  was  here,  also  told  me  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sanitaiy  condition 
of  the  barracks.  There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  rain  last  season,  with  intervals  of 
very  warm  weather,  and  after  such  seasons  this  fever,  now  known  as  typho-malarial, 
appears  to  be  more  prevalent  than  in  dry  years.  I  have  been  in  this  country  a  good 
many  years,  and  every  fall  there  is  more  or  less  of  this  fever.  It  used  to  be  very 
prevalent  at  old  Fort  Walsh,  in  the  Cypress  Hills,  where  there  were  large  swamps 
on  both  sides  of  us.  In  later  years  we  used  to  go  under  canvas  on  the  high 
ground  until  cold  weather  set  in,  and  I  remember  of  no  cases  in  the  years  we 
camped  out.  It  appears  to  be  chiefly  prevalent  in  October  and  November,  and 
dies  out  when  cold  weather  sets  in.  If  treated  when  first  symptoms  appear,  and  the 
patient  is  put  to  bed  and  kept  there,  with  careful  nursing,  this  fever  does  not  result 
in  a  large  percentage  of  deaths;  but  it  pulls  a  man  down  terribly,  and  leaves  him 
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very  weak.  At  present  four  men  are  still  in  hospital^twoofthem  in  the  convalescent 
ward ;  the  other  two  are  doing  well.  There  have  also  been  a  number  of  cases  in  the 
town  and  through  the  Territories. 

Assistant-Surgeon  Aylen  has  had  a  very  trying  and  anxious  period  since  this 
fever  set  in,  as  besides  the  men  in  hospital  he  has  had  three  cases  amongst  children 
of  officers  and  men.  All  his  patients  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  skill  and  the 
unremitting  attention  he  has  bestowed  on  them.  He  has  been  ably  seconded  by  Staff 
Sergeant  Wallace,  Hospital  Steward  of  this  division;  by  Staff  Sergeant  Macnamara, 
who  has  been  attached  from  **A"  to  assist  in  the  nursing  of  the  patients  and  by 
Constable  Draycott,  Hospital  Orderly.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  death  of  Inter- 
preter William  Gladstone,  which  occurred  on  the  12th  August  last.  Though  not  a 
member  of  the  force,  he  had  been  attached  to  us  so  long  that  his  loss  was  deeplv  felt. 
He  came  here  from  Macleod  in  the  fall  of  1882.  He  was  a  splendid  Blackfoot  Inter- 
preter, honest  and  hai'd- working,  and  we  all  regretted  his  sad  death  extremely.  He 
took  cold  when  out  on  a  trip,  had  rheumatism  badly,  and  towaMs  the  end  of  his 
illness  fits  came  on,  and  he  died  in  one  of  these. 

In  Assistant-Surgeon  Aylens*  report,  forwarded  with  mine,  will  be  foand  a  lull 
explanation  of  the  epidemic,  and  a  detailed  statement  of  patients  treated,  and  the 
method  of  treatment.  Outside  of  the  lever  cases,  the  only  other  notic-eable  point  was 
the  outbreak  of  "  la  grippe,"  which  began  about  the  end  of  December  of  last  year, 
and  for  a  while  caused  us  to  be  pretty  short-handed,  as  few  escaped,  but,  as  a  rule, 
individual  cases  lasted  but  a  few  days. 

RATIONS   AND   LIGHT. 

The  rations  are  all  of  very  good  quality,  and  I  have  received  no  complaints 
about  them.  Since  my  last  report,  coal  oil  has  been  discarded  in  favour  of  electric 
lights.  Every  building  in  barracks  is  lit  by  this  means,  there  being  100  lights  in 
operation.  It  is  a  vast  improvement,  and  minimizes  the  chances  of  fire  to  a  great 
extent.  The  lights  at  first  were  not  very  good,  but  have  improved  very  much  of 
late,  and  are  now  good.  It  is  of  great  benefit  in  the  stables,  doing  away  entirely 
with  the  necessity  of  carrying  about  lanterns.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned, 
the  introduction  of  the  electric  light  system  into  the  barracks  has  taken  a  great  load 
off  my  mind,  as  I  was  always  in  di*ead  of  fire,  as  no  matter  how  careful  men  are  a 
lamp  is  liable  to  explode. 

KIT,   CLOTHING,   &C. 

• 

The  kit  supplied  is  of  good  quality,  and  I  have  had  no  complaints  regarding 
quality  of  any  article.  The  only  trouble  has  been  to  get  enough  to  keep  up  the 
issues  when  due.  It  results  in  a  great  deal  of  extra  work  when  articles  of  kit  are 
only  supplied  in  small  quantities.  Instead  of  being  able  to  give  a  man  his  full  issue^ 
it  has  been  necessary  to  issue,  say,  a  single  pair  of  breeches  to  sixty  or  seventy  men 
several  times  during  the  year.  This  results  in  a  lot  of  extra  work  in  entering  these  issues^ 
and  when  next  issue  is  made  every  man's  clothing  account  has  to  be  looked  up,  to  see 
what  he  has  had  already.  The  consequence  is,  that  in  some  cases  mistakes  are  made ;  and 
a  man,  perhaps  through  an  entry  not  having  been  made,  receives  an  over  issue,  and  the 
officer  commanding  is  called  upon  most  likely  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  article,  when  I 
do  not  consider  he  is  altogether  to  blame  in  the  matter;  if  a  sufficient  supply  of 
kit  was  furnished  the  full  issue  could  be  made  when  due,  the  entries  made  in  cloth- 
ing book,  the  man  sign  for  them,  and  the  business  be  done  for  the  year.  I  should 
strongly  advise,  if  it  can  be  possible  to  do  so,  that  all  issues  should  fall  due  at  the 
same  time  every  year,  which  I  should  think  could  be  managed  without  much  diffi- 
culty. We  are  still  very  much  in  want  of  a  more  suitable  headdress  for  wear  on 
the  prairie.  No  man  can  wear  the  forage  cap  in  hot  weather  with  comfort,  and  the 
"  fore-and-aftei-8  "  do  not  afford  enough  protection.  We  still  have  various  kinds  of 
winter  coats,  no  one  pattern  having  been  yet  adapted  to  replace  the  buffalo  coat. 
The  division  is  badly  oft*  for  winter  coats.  Many  of  those  in  use  should  be  condemned 
as  unserviceable. 
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ARMS   AND   AMMUNITION. 


The  division  is  still  armed  with  the  Winchester,  1876  pattern.  They  are 
rapidly  weanng  out.  Many  of  them  do  not  shoot  as  well  as  they  should,  and  the 
sights  are  not  true.  The  revolvers  are  good,  and  in  a  good  stat^  of  repair.  The 
Winchester  ammunition  was  found,  at  target  practice,  to  be  generally  reliable, 
though  in  some  cases  boxes  of  it  occurred  that  were  bad. 


DESERTIONS. 


There  has  only  been  one  desertion  during  the  past  t\^elve  months.  Begl. 
No.  2309,  Constable  J.  Goodwin,  deserted  on  the  12th  October,  1890.  He  was  em- 
ployed in  the  blacksmith's  shop,  and  it  is  supposed  was  induced,  and  certainly  aided, 
to  desert  by  a  comrade,  who  was  anxious  to  fill  the  place  vacated  by  him. 


SAVINGS   BANK. 

The  number  of  men  who  at  present  deposit  money  is  small.  Many  of  the  men 
"who  have  taken  their  discharge  had  accounts,  and  also  some  who  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  other  divisions.  The  amount  at  present  shown  in  our  book  on  deposit 
is  $1,334.46. 

INSPECTION   OP   DIVISION. 

The  headquarters  of  the  division,  as  well  as  most  of  its  outposts,  have  been 
inspected  by  yourself  on  different  occasions.  The  Assistant  Commissioner  makes  an 
inspection  every  Saturday.  1  make  frequent  inspections  myself,  and  the  orderly 
officer  inspects  every  part  of  the  post  daily.  Officere  or  non-commissioned  officei-s 
in  charge  of  outposts  make  a  weekly  inspection,  and  report  result  to  headquarters. 
Outposts  are  visited  at  intervals  by  an  officer.  The  herd  is  visited  every  few  days 
by  an  officer  or  the  Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

The  saddles  are  in  good  serviceable  condition.  The  saddler  is  in  charge  of  saddle- 
room  and  looks  over  all  saddles  in  rotation,  making  necessary  repaira.  He  is  also 
sent  to  principal  outposts  occasionally,  to  make  what  repairs  are  required  to  saddles 
and  harness.  The  harness  is  mostly  in  a  good,  serviceable  state.  Some  of  the  sets 
of  heavy  harness  are  pretty  well  worn.  We  have  some  very  good  four-in-hand  sets. 
A  couple  of  sets  of  light  wheel  harness  are  required  for  use  in  light  work.  We  have 
a  gooa  supply  of  stable  and  riding  head  collars. 

FORAGE. 

The  contractor  failed  to  deliver  the  greater  part  of  the  hay  contracted  for,  owing 
to  losses  by  fire  and  deep  snow,  and  a  good  deal  of  trouble  was  experienced  in  keeping 
a  sufficient  supply  on  hand.  The  season  had  been  very  diy,  and  hay  was  scarce, 
which,  coupled  with  the  severe  winter  and  the  almost  impossibility  of  locomotion  for 
a  couple  of  months,  caused  the  price  of  hay  to  rise  very  much.  However,  the  contrat 
was  taken  over  by  other  parties,  and  we  received  sufficient  to  keep  us  going  until  the 
new  hay  came  in.  Oats  were  of  good  quality.  The  hay  on  contract  for  present 
season  is  mostly  delivered,  and  some  taken  over.  It  is  of  much  better  quality  than 
last  year.  The  Sarcee  Indians  delivered  25  tons.  Oats  are  being  delivered  on  the  < 
new  contract  at  a  considerably  lower  figure  than  last  year. 

STABLES. 

The  stables  are  in  good  state  of  repair,  with  the  exception  of  the  doors,  which 
are  old,  too  heavy  and  fit  very  badly.  I  have  your  authority  to  put  in  new  doors  at 
once,  which  will  add  greatly  to  the  warmth  of  the  buildings.  It  would  add  greatly 
to  the  appearance  and  warmth  of  the  stables  if  they  could  he  lined  inside.  No  matter 
how  often  the  cracks  between  the  logs  are  filled  with  mud  the  horses  pull  it  out,  and 
it  is  simply  labour  lost. 
19—3 
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GENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 


The  division  is  very  complete  in  its  equipment.  Any  articles  required  to  replace 
those  worn  out  are  applied  for  in  my  annual  estimates.  The  pack  saddles  asked  for 
last  year  have  been  supplied. 

BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

There  has  been  little  building  or  repairs  done  here  the  past  year.  The  ventila- 
tion required  in  the  hospital  has  oeen  put  in.  In  the  new  barrack  building  the  plas- 
,  ter  has  cracked  considerably  in  many  places  and  pieces  of  it  have  fallen  down.  The 
walls  and  roof  of  mess-room,  kitchen  and  scdlleiy  require  to  be  cleaned  and  ealso- 
mined,  being  much  disfigured  bv  smoke  from  the  ftirnaces.  The  wash-room  has 
been  completed  and  is  in  use.  The  old  box  drain  has  been  taken  up  and  a  new  drain 
of  6  in.  earthenware  pipes  laid  down,  emptying  into  the  Elbow  River.  By  your  autho- 
rity I  am  fixing  up  one  of  the  old  barrack  rooms  as  a  recreation  room.  A  new  floor 
has  been  put  down,  the  walls  lined  inside,  the  roof  raised  as  high  as  possible  in  a 
dome  shape,  and  a  couple  of  extra  windows  put  in.  This  work  is  being  done  by  our 
own  workmen,  and  when  completed  will  make  a  very  comfortable  building.  A 
billiard  table  will  be  put  up,  and  as  far  as  our  means  will  allow  different  games  will 
be  furnished.  The  guaixl-room  was  completed,  but  has  not  been  used,  as  an  addition 
is  required.  Part  of  the  roof  of  the  waggon  shed,  left  unpainted  last  year,  has  been 
finished,  as  well  as  the  roof  and  gables  of  the  artificer's  shop. 

Some  repairs  have  been  done  to  officer's  quarters  at  Banff,  to  render  them  more 
comfortable,  and  the  barrack  building  has  been  thoroughly  mudded  and  also  white- 
washed. I  believe  it  is  the  intention  to  move  the  detachment  buildings  at  Banff  aext 
season  to  a  more  central  locality  in  the  Park. 

At  Gleichen  the  detachment  is  in  new  and  much  more  suitable  quarters.  A  new 
stable  has  been  built,  a  well  dug  and  buildings  fenced  round,  and  the  whole  rented 
for  a  term  of  yeai*s.  ^ 

The  furnaces  at  Calgary  were  overhauled  during  last  summer,  and  now  work 
more  satisfactorily  than  they  did  ;  but  the  one  under  mess-room  and  kitchen  still 
smokes  badly  at  times. 

Bed-boards  and  ti'estles  are  still  in  use.  It  is  a  pity  that  we  are  not  furnished 
with  iron  cots,  which  would  be  vastly  more  comfortable,  and  add  greatly  to  the 
appearance  of  the  rooms. 

The  accommodation  for  officers  at  this  Podt  is  very  limited,  and  until  lately  I  was 
the  only  division  officer  living  in  barracks.  The  rooms  previously  occupied  by  the 
Sergeant-Major  have  had  some  small  repairs  done  to  them  and  the  junior  Inspector 
lives  there.  The  other  officers  still  live  out  of  baiTacks.  It  would  oe  far  preferable 
if  sufficient  quartei*b  could  be  built  in  barracks  to  accommodate  them. 

The  Quai-termaster's  store  has  been  improved,  by  making  some  alterations  in  the 
office  and  issue-room  and  putting  up  additional  shelving.  A  new  latrine  is  an  abeo- 
lute  necessity  and  should  be  built  at  once. 

TELEPHONES. 

The  barracks  are  connected  with  the  central  office  of  telephone  system  in  Calgary, 
and  we  have  a  private  wire  from  the  orderly  room  to  the  town  station.  At  Banf 
the  officer's  quarters  are  connected  with  the  telephone  system  of  the  Park. 

TRANSPORT. 

Of  the  three  platform  spring  waggons  in  use,  the  two  at  Calgary  have  done  good 
service. 

Of  the  light  transport,  one  waggon  is  practically  useless,  the  wheels  being 
almost  past  repair  and  two  others,  bought  here  in  1886,  are  unsafe,  and  constantly 
wanting  repairs.  The  buckboards  are  all  in  good  shape.  A  couple  more  could  be  used 
to  advantage  here.     The  heavy  waggons  are,  for  the  most  part,   serviceable,  and 
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in  a  good  state  of  repair.  All  transport  is  examined  every  day  and  needed  repaii*8 
executed  as  soon  as  possible.  All  transport  is  painted  once  a  year,  and  kept  out  of 
the  sun,  in  a  waggon  shed. 

HORSES. 

'  The  muster  roll  of  my  division  shows  ninety-nine  horses.  Of  these,  one  was 
lost  fi*om  the  heixl  on  the  28th  July  last,  and  has  not  been  recovered.  About  a  dozen 
will  require  to  be  cast,  they  not  being  fit,  for  different  reasons,  for  our  work.  Thirty- 
four  re-mounts  were  purchased  by  you  in  this  district  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
twenty-seven  were  shipped  to  Eegina.  I  received  thirteen  remounts  in  all.  Ten 
were  purchased,  two  received  in  exchange  and  one  sent  from  Macleod.  The 
ren^ounts  have  done  very  well.  They  are  not  as  large  a  class  of  horse  as  have  been 
previously  purchased,  but,  being  young,  will  still  grow.  Seven  of  them  were  only 
taken  over  on  the  21st  October,  but  are  now  very  quiet  and  tractable,  and  work  very 
well  together.  Eight  horses  have  been  cast  and  sold,  and  realized  the  sum  of  $635. 
Of  the  ones  I  have  mentioned  as  being  unfit  for  work  some  were  cast  and  ordered 
to  be  sold  but  1  was  unable  to  get  the  price  placed  on  them.  Horses  after  a  spell  of 
work,  are  put  out  on  herd  and  given  a  chance  to  recuperate.  Two  deaths  occurred 
durine  the  past  year.  One  horse  was  drowned  in  the  Bow  Eiver  and  the  other  threw 
his  rider  in  the  National  Park,  and  bolting  through  the  timber  was  staked. 

TELEGRAPH   LINES. 

No  new  lines  have  been  built  during  the  past  year.  The  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
Railway  have  not  put  up  any  line  as  yet. 

FIRE  PROTECTION. 

The  appliances  for  use  in  case  of  fire  at  present  are  the  same  as  last  year — a 
hand  fire-engine,  Babcocks,  water  barrels  and  buckets.  The  tank,  of  a  capacity  of 
3,500  gallons,  is  always  kept  filled  with  water.  Men  in  barracks  are  told  off  to 
diflfei-ent  stations  in  case  of  fire  and  boards  giving  the  detail  are  placed  in  conspicuous 
places.  The  pipes  from  the  waterworks  system  m  Calgary  have  been  brought  into 
barracks,  and  the  hydrants  are  placed  but  the  water  has  not  as  yet  been  turned  on. 

WATER   SUPPLY. 

The  water  used  in  barracks  is  drawn  by  means  of  a  water  cart  from  the  Elbow 
Eiver.  As  soon  as  the  water  works  are  started  and  the  "  Domestics  "  are  placed  in 
position  in  the  barracks  all  water  will  be  supplied  from  them.  I  believe  it  is  the 
present  intention  to  turn  all  the  sewerage  of  Calgary  into  the  Bow  River  at  a  point 
above  the  barracks,  and  the  horses  will  then  have  to  be  watered  at  the  Elbow  or 
fi*om  troughs  in  the  barracks.  Pipes  are  laid  to  the  lavatory  in  the  barrack  building, 
also  the  kitchen  and  scullery. 

ROADS   AND   BRIDGES. 
« 

Roads  are  good  throughout  the  district,  and  improvements  have  been  made  as 
far  as  funds  available  would  allow.  Rivers  were  high  until  late  this  fall,  and  Sheep 
Creek  has  as  usual  been  a  great  source  of  danger  and  annoyance  to  the  travelling 
public.  A  bridge  is  very  urgently  needed  over  this  stream,  and  another  on  High 
River  at  the  old  crossing.  One  is  being  built  across  High  River,  but  much  lower 
down  than  the  crossing  of  the  Macleod  trail. 

FERRIES. 

Ferries  have  been  running  at  Morley,  Milford  and  Blackfoot  Crossing,  all  on  the 
Bow  River,  and  on  High  River  at  the  Crossing.  When  not  carried  away  by  floods 
they  have  been  working,  and  are  a  convenience  to  travellers,  though -costly. 
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CROPS. 


Since  early  spring  crop  reports  have  been  sent  in  monthly.  The  reports  did 
not  embrace  the  whole  district,  but  only  those  areas  immediately  about  the  different 
outposts  and  within  a  radius  of  about  ten  miles  from  Calgary.  It  is  difficult  to  form 
a  very  close  estimate  of  the  amount  of  land  broken  and  under  cultivation,  bot  I 
should  judge  the  amount  to  be  approximately  about  20,000  acres.  Considerable  fall 
ploughing  was  done  last  year.  There  was  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  during  the  winter, 
and  the  ground  was  in  good  condition  for  working  and  seeding  in  the  spring. 
Eain  fell  in  sufficient  quantities  to  keep  crops  growing  vigourously,  until  in  some 
instances  the  grain  was  going  to  stiaw  too  much.  A  very  hot  spell  occurred,  -which 
damaged  some  of  the  grain  in  certain  dry  sections.  However,  generally  the  crops 
were  very  good,  and  the  yield,  I  understand,  has  been  very  satisfactory.  From  the 
middle  of  August,  a  good  deal  of  rain  fell,  which  interfered  considerably  with  hai-vest- 
ing.  Hay  was  a  much  heavier  crop  than  last  year,  but  owing  to  so  much  rain  a 
good  deal  of  it  was  more  or  less  injured,  at  least  in  colour.  The  principal  gi^ain  grown 
is  oats.  Some  barley  is  grown  and  a  little  wheat.  Flax  has  been  tried  and  has  done 
well.  Peas  were  a  fair  ciop.  Eoots,  with  the  exception  of  potatoes,  are  not  grown 
largely.  Timothy  appears  to  do  well  on  suitable  ground.  A  car  of  exhibits  of  agri- 
cultural products  was  sent  east  and  attracted  universal  and  favourable  attention. 
Garden  vegetables  do  uncommoply  well  here,  and  specimens  exhibited  would  be 
hard  to  beat  anywhere.  Hail  storms  damaged  crops  m  a  few  cases.  Of  course,  in  a 
new  country  a  good  deal  of  the  land  under  cultivation  is  fieshly  broken,  the  plough- 
ing and  seeding  and  all  work  in  many  cases  is  performed  by  comparatively  inex- 
perienced persons,  and  the  best  results  are  not  attained.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
the  soil  being  rich  and  very  prod uc live,  and  with  improved  farming,  and  the  best 
kind  of  seeds  and  roots  suitable  to  the  country,  the  yield  per  acre  will  increase 
materially. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

The  general  state  of  prohibition  in  this  district  is  as  unsatisfactory  as  ever,  both 
to  the  general  public  and  to  ourselves,  who  are  supposed  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  on  the  subject.  Saloons  are  plentiful  and  the  business  of  selling  liquor 
is  a  profitable  one,  and,  instead  of  decreasing,  the  illicit  traffic  is  inci'easing.  Years 
ago  this  prohibitory  law  was  a  necessity,  and  fulfilled  what  it  was  expected  to  do, 
namely,  rescued  the  native  population  from  the  state  of  degradation  thev  were  in, 
from  being  able  to  obtain  unlimited  supnlies  of  alcohol  in  trade  for  ix)Des.  Since 
then  the  country  has  changed  wonderfully.  White  people  have  swarmed  into  the 
country,  and  they  expect  to  be  allowed  to  judge  for  themselves  by  a  majority  of  voices 
whether  they  shall  have  a  prohibitory  law  or  the  contrary.  In  consequence,  the 
present  regulations  are,  I  may  say,  universally  unpopular.  Every  method  is  taken 
to  evade  the  law,  and  men  of  responsible  standincr  who  would  not  think  of  breaking 
any  other  laws  made  for  the  government  of  the  Territories,  will  go  into  the  whiskey 
business  without  the  slightest  compunction,  and  no  one  appears  to  think  any  the 
worse  of  them  for  it.  I  have  before  me  a  return  showing  stubs  of  permits  found  in 
saloons,  hotels,  &c.,  in  Calgary.  They  number  127.  Well,  what  do  these  represent? 
They  each  entitle  the  holder  to  import  into  the  North-West  Territories  a  certain 
quantity  of  spirits  or  beer.  Any  one  can  hold  these  permits,  notwithstanding  that 
"  not  transferable"  is  printed  plainly  across  their  face.  The  consequence  is,  that  every 
saloon  or  hotel  keeper  has  a  sheaf  of  these  permits.  Some  of  them  were  issued  to  men 
who  are  now  dead,  some  have  left  the  country,  and  many  date  years  back,  but  still  they 
are  sufficent  to  hold  liquor  on.  What  is  the  use  of  us  searching  saloons,  &c.,  under  this 
system.  It  is  simply  waste  of  time,  in  my  opinion.  It  is  no  use  to  endeavour  to 
convict  a  man  for  having  liquor  in  his  possession.  If  it  is  not  an  abnorraaly  large 
quantity  ho  can  go  and  get  all  the  permits  he  requires  from  friends  to  cover  the 
liquor.  The  only  chance  for  a  conviction  is  when  a  straight  case  can  be  proved  of 
selling  intoxicants.  K  the  law  is  to  be  enforced,  the  first  question  to  be  determined 
is  whether  a  permit  can  be  used  in  this  way,  and  how  long  a  permit  holds  good. 
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Within  the  last  couple  of  months  the  number  of  permits  issued  for  this  district  has 
materially  lessened,  and  those  whose  permits  were  found  in  other  people's  possession 
were  notified  that  no  more  permits  would  bo  issued  them  unless  they  could  account 
satisfactorily  for  their  former  permit.  This  has  resulted  favourably,  but  there  are 
still  a  lot  of  these  stubs  unclaimed,  or  belonging  to  people  who  do  not  care  whether 
they  get  another  permit  or  not,  so  that  our  hands  are  completely  tied.     If  we  could 

fet  rid  of  these  we  might  be  able  to  make  it  interesting  to  vendors  of  whiskey ; 
would  suggest  that  a  pei*son  applying  for  a  permit  be  obliged  to  send  the  stub  of 
his  former  permit  with  his  application  for  a  fresh  one.  Lai-ee  quantities  of  so-called 
4  per  cent  beer  are  imported  into  the  Territories.  This  beer  is  sold  as  a  rule,  at 
25  cts.  per  glass,  and  50  cts  to  75  cts.  a  bottle.  Anyone  knowing  the  price  of  say 
Schlitze's  lager  beer  in  Winnipeg  can  ctilculate  the  profit  per  bottle.  This  beer 
is  all  brought- in  under  Inland  Kevenue  stamps  placed  on  the  packages  in  Winnipeg. 
It  is  at  any  time  extremely  difficult  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  any  law  that  has 
not  the  sympathy  of  the  general  public  to  uphold  it,  and  this  is  the  case  in  our 
endeavours  to  suppress  the  illicit  liquor  traffic.  The  mass  of  the  people  are  against 
it,  and  there  is  no  help  to  be  got  in  any  way.  Before  the  different  points  were  raised 
on  which  convictions  were  quashed  we  often  got  help  from  persons  interested  in 
getting  half  the  fine ;  but  now,  when  the  prospect  of  convictions  being  upheld  is  so 
uncertain,  no  one  will  give  us  any  information,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  can 
make  nothing  out  of  it.  We  get  abuse  from  the  papers  for  not  suppressing  the  evil, 
yet  those  who  write  the  articles  know  perfectly  well  what  we  have  to  contend 
against.  No  large  quantities  of  liquor  have  been  seized  during  the  past  year.  There 
are  very  large  quantities  of  freight  coming  into  Calgaiy  in  the  course  of  a  year,  and 
it  is  an  impossibility  for  one  man  on  town  duty  to  examine  it  thoroughly.  The 
examination  of  freight  is  very  repugnant  to  those  to  whom  it  is  consigned,  and  leads 
to  numerous  complaints.  To  do  the  business  thoroughly,  every  package  must  be 
opened  and  most  of  the  contents  taken  out.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  leave  things 
iust  as  they  were,  and  if  anything  has  been  pilfered  in  transit,  of  course  we  get 
blamed  for  it. 

Intoxicants,  as  I  mention  elsewhere,  are  sold  to  Indians,  and  I  consider  that  the 
law  should  be  very  stringent  on  this  point,  I  should  advise  that  there  should  be  no  • 
option  of  a  fine  in  such  a  case  ;  simply  imprisonment,  and  plenty  of  it. 

SETTLERS. 

Numbers  of  settlers  have  come  into  the  country  during  the  past  season,  how 
many  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  the  country  is  filling  up  wonderfully  fast.  I  have 
notes  of  thirty  carloads  of  settlers'  effects  coming  in,  and  there  are  doubtless  many 
more  of  which  I  did  not  get  count.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  from  per- 
sonal obsei-vations  and  reports  from  outposts,  the  majority  of  the  settlers  who  have 
come  in  have  sufficient  means  to  keep  them  going  until  they  can  get  returns  from 
their  outlay.  A  good  many  settlers  have  gone  north,  and  the  country  is  settling  up 
very  rapidly  between  Calgary  and  Red  Deer.  Farmer  delegates  from  Ontario 
visited  the  North-West,  also  delegates  from  the  old  countiy  and  I  believe  they  were 
all  favourably  impressed  with  the  sections  of  the  country  they  visited. 

GA3IE. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  the  supply  of  game  is  rapidly  diminishing.  I  am  not  aware 
what  amendments  have  been  made  to  the  game  ordinance  during  the  last  session  of 
the  Assembly,  but  something  ought  to  be  done  to  check  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  . 
and  sale  of  the  indigenous  game  birds  and  the  destruction  of  eggs  and  helpless 
young  of  the  migratory  bii*ds.  At  present  the  ordinance  does  not  apply  to  Indians ; 
why  I  cannot  say,  as  they  receive  regular  rations.  They  roam  about  the  country, 
take  wild  fowl  eggs  by  the  thousand,  slaughter  the  young  ducks  as  soon  as  they  are 
out  of  the  shell,  and  there  is  no  chance  for  an  increase.  The  past  season  was  favour- 
able for  the  breeding  of  prairie  chickens,  and  except  in  districts  visited  by  hail  the 
coveys  were  fairly  sti-ong  in  numbers.   I  found  them,  however,  hardly  fit  to  shoot  on 
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the  Ist  September,  the  opening  day;  they  required  another  fornight  to  mature.  By 
reason  of  several  dry  seasons  most  of  the  sloughs  and  small  lakes  have  been  dry  and 
the  supply  of  wild  fowl  has  been  limited  in  consequence.  Under  the  old  ordinance 
close  time  for  plover  and  snipe  began  the  1st  May/  I  think  it  might  well  be 
extended  to  the  15th  May.  Most  of  the  best  birds  such  as  golden  plover,  &e.,  pass  up 
to  their  far  northern  breeding  grounds  between  the  Ist  and  15th  May  each  year. 
There  is  no  large  game  worth  mentioning  in  this  district,  except  a  few  deer  in  the 
foothills  and  sheep  in  some  parts  of  the  Eockies.  Bears  have  been  quite  numerous 
this  year.  Any  game  that  may  come  out  of  the  mountains  into  the  foothills  between 
Morley  and  the  Crowds  Nest  Pass  is  mostly  accounted  for  by  the  Stoney  Indians, 
who  are  constantly  travelling  up  and  down  along  the  Mountains. 

There  is  no  special  legislation  for  the  protection  of  fish  in  the  Territories.  There 
is  considerable  poaching  done  by  white  men,  Indians  andhalf-bieeds,  by  means  of 
nets  and  fish  traps,  and  most  of  the  rivers  and  streams  are  becoming  depopulated. 
At  the  request  of  the  Comptroller,  I  submitted  to  him  a  report  on  the  fish  of  the 
district,  and  my  ideas  as  to  the  means  to  be  taken  to  keep  up  the  supply,  which  rejx)rt 
he  stated  he  would  lay  before  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries, 
who  was  anxious  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  protect  the  fishing  interests  in  the 
Northwest. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  in  this  district  comprise  the  Blackfeet,  Stonies  and  Sarcees,  and  a 
few  wandering  non-treaty  Crees. 

The  Blackfoot  Eeserve  is  situated  about  sixty  miles  east  from  Calgary,  on  the 
Bow  Bi^er,  and  is  divided  into  the  upper  and  lower  camps,  with  the  agency  buildings 
between  the  two  camps.  I  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Crowfoot,  the 
head  chief.  His  death  is  much  to  be  deplored.  He  was  a  man  of  very  superior 
intelligence,  and  always  used  his  great  influence  to  keep  his  people  friendly  to  the 
whites.  He  was  one  of  the  few  Indians  I  have  met  who  thoroughly  realised  that 
the  white  race  was  the  dominant  race  and  always  counselled  his  people  for  their 
good.  The  Blackfeet  own  about  1,037  horses.  Potatoes  are  their  principal  crop; 
the  yield  was  pretty  good.  Oats  were  damaged  by  frost  and  did  not  do  well.  The 
Indians  live  in  log  shacks.  There  is  a  coal  mine  on  the  reserve,  and  coal  is  taken 
out  and  hauled  by  the  Indians  to  different  points,  they  supplying  St.  Joseph's 
Industrial  School,  near  the  mouth  of  High  Eiver. 

These  Indians  have  been  veiy  well  behaved  ;  horse-stealing  has  nearly  died  out, 
and  the  few  that  have  come  within  the  clutches  of  the  law  were  only  for  minor 
offences.  We  employ  two  at  Gleichen  as  scouts,  and  they  do  their  work  fairly  satis- 
factorily. 

The  Sarcees  occupy  a  reserve  about  eight  miles  south-west  from  Calgary  on 
Fish  Creek.  They  own  about  150  horses.  They  had  116J  acres  under  cultivation, 
which  yielded  222  bushels  of  oats  and  1,330  bushels  of  potatoes.  They  also  put  up 
50  tons  of  hay  and  supplied  us  with  25  tons,  for  which  they  received  810  per  ton.  The 
Sarcee  Reserve  is  surrounded  on  every  side  by  settlers,  and,  as  cattle  are  numerous, 
and  stray  on  the  reserve,  the  temptation  is  great  to  kill  some  of  them.  Authority 
lias  been  received  by  me  to  hire  two  Sarcees  as  scouts.  A  Police  detachment  is  to  be 
stationed  at  the  forks  of  Fish  Creek,  and  I  trust  we  will  be  able  to  stop  any  further 
cattle-killing.  I  think  it  will  become  a  necessity  before  many  years  to  move  these 
Indians  to  some  other  reserve.  I  have  never  been  able  to  clearly  determine  where 
these  Sarcees  came  from.  They  speak  a  totally  different  language  from  any  other 
Indians  in  the  North-West,  and  the  language  is  one  that  very  few  white  men  or 
Indians  of  other  tribes  have  been  able  to  acquire. 

The  Stonies  have  their  reserve  on  the  Bow  River,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Bow 
River  Pass,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  running  through  the  i-eserve. 

They  own  300  horses,  and  have  some  cattle ;  285  acres  were  broken  last  season, 
and  crops  amounted  to  1,200  bushels  of  potatoes,  350  bushels  turnips,  140  bushels 
carrots  and  30  of  onions.  They  also  put  up  170  tons  of  hay.  The  reserve  is  too  near 
the  mountains  to  grow  grain  with  any  certainty,  which  is  to  be  deplored,  as  these 
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Indians  are  good  workers,  and  if  in  a  good  farming  country  they  would  raise  large 
crops.  They  are  splendid  mountain  hunters,  and  kill  large  numbei'S  of  sheep, 
goats,  bear  and  other  game,  and  realise  considerable  amounts  of  money  by  the 
sale  of  pelts  and  heads  for  mounting.  They  are  well  advanced  in  civilization,  and 
under  the  guidance  of  the  ilev.  John  McDougall,  who  has  laboured  amongst  them  for 
many  years,  have  embraced  the  Christian  religion,  attend  church,  and  many  of  them 
have  their  morning  and  evening  family  prayers  in  their  houses,  and  observe  the 
Sabbath  religiously.  All  the  Indians  in  the  district  have  been  quiet  during  the  past 
year.  They  remain  on  their  resei^ves,  as  a  rule,  except  the  Stonies,  who  are  in  the 
mountains  a  great  deal  hunting.  They  give  most  trouble  in  the  spring,  when 
they  are  inclined  to  scatter  over  the  country,  after  the  inactivity  of  the  winter, 
and  after  treaty  payments,  when  they  leave  their  reserves  to  go  to  Calgary  to  trade. 
The  "Messiah  craze  that  is  agitating  the  Indian  so  largely  south  of  the  line  does  not 
appear  to  have  reached  our  Indians — at  least,  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  any  sign  of  it. 

HALF-BBEEDS. 

There  are  always  more  or  less  half-breeds  in  the  district.  A  few  reside  per- 
manently here,  but  most  are  employed  in  freighting  between  here  and  points  north. 
When  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Kailway  is  built,  and  their  occupation  as  freighters 
is  gone,  I  fail  to  see  how  they  will  manage  to  exist,  unless  they  change  their  habits 
very  much.  They  are  apparently  averse  to  settling  down  in  one  place  and  making 
their  livelihood  from  the  soil. 

FIBES. 

Fires  have  been  destructive  this  fall  as  usual.  Along  the  new  line  of  the  Calgaiy 
and  Edmonton  Eailway  fires  have  been  frequent.  Each  contractor  was  obliged  to 
plough  fire-breaks  along  the  extent  of  his  contract,  but  these  breaks  proved  quite 
useless.  The  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  of  the  party  of  Police  with  the 
contractors  reports  as  follows :  "  The  country  between  Calgary  and  the  Eosebud  Creek 
is  mostly  burned,  a  distance  of  about  40  miles ;  little  loss  has  been  sustained  by  settlers, 
their  hay  being  well  protected.  The  engines  on  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Eailway 
are  mainly  responsible  for  these  fires,  the  fire-guards  along  the  track  being  insufficient 
and  badly  ploughed,  the  sod  in  some  places  not  being  turned,  and  grass  between 
furrows  not  being  burned  ofl^.  From  the  Rosebud  to  Wolf  Creek  there  were  not 
many  fires,  owing  to  the  precautions  taken  by  the  detachment  on  the  work,  and  that 
at  the  Crossing  of  the  Red  Deer,  who  were  constantly  on  the  move  watching  travel- 
lers and  contractors.  In  many  instances  freighters  and  others  who  had  left  their 
fires  burning  when  leaving  camp  were  turned  buck  and  compelled  to  put  them  out. 
A  fire  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Cree  Hill  through  the  negligence  of  two  settlers,  but 
with  the  assistance  of  the  railway  men  the  fire  was  got  under  control.  The  oifenders 
were  brought  before  a  magistrate  at  Red  Deer,  convicted  and  fined.  Copies  of  the 
fire  ordinance  were  posted  up  in  every  contractor's  camp,  and  in  numerous  public 
places  throughout  the  district.  The  contractors  along  the  Calgarj'  and  Edmonton  Rail- 
way gave  us  every  assistance  to  aid  in  extinguishing  fires,  turning  out  their  men  and 
horses,  ploughing  breaks  &c.  Along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  the  engines 
started  several  fires  near  Gleichen,  which  the  detachment  stationed  there  put  out  after 
many  hours  work.  West  of  Calgary  an  engine  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
started  a  fire  east  of  Cochrane,  which  burned  quite  a  large  extent  of  country.  Cor- 
poral Watson,  from  Morley,  was  on  the  spot,  and  turning  out  the  settlers  eventually 
got  the  fire  out.  On  the  13th  November  the  engine  of  No.  1.  Express  on  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway  started  three  fires  between  Calgary  and  Cochrane.  The  first 
was  started  about  Keith,  ten  miles  west  of  Calgary.  It  was  blowing  a  gale  of  wind 
and  the  fire  burnt  down  to  near  Calgary,  destroying  a  lot  of  grazing  country.  Men 
sent  out  from  here,  aided  in  putting  out  the  fire.  On  19th  November  a  fire 
started  near  Jumping  Pond,  and  a  party  from  the  baiTacks  fought  the  fire 
until  midmight,  when  it  was  got  under.  One  settler  lost  his  hay,  and  the  men 
sent  from  here  helped  to  save  several  settlers'  places.    A  gale  of  wind  was  blowing 
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next  morning,  and  from  some  smouldering  spark  this  fire  started  again.  Every 
available  man  was  sent  out,  and  remained  out  until  late  that  night.  From 
the  high  wind  it  was  almost  impossible  to  control  the  fire,  and  the  energies  of  the 
men  were  directed  to  saving  settlers*  houses  and  hay,  which,  in  several  instances, 
they  succeeded  in  doing.  Most  of  the  country  from  Jumping  Pond  to  Calgary, 
between  the  Bow  and  Elbow  Eivers,  was,  burnt,  and  a  large  extent  of  winter  range 
destroyed.  An  officer  was  sent  to  endeavour  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  fire,  with  the 
following  result.  A  woman  driving  along  Jumping  Pond  passed  two  men  on  hoi-se- 
back,  and  looking  round  a  short  time  after  she  had  passed  them  she  saw  the  prairie 
on  fire.  She  could  not  give  any  description  of  the  men  or  horses,  and  we  have  not 
been  able  to  trace  them.  The  supposition  is  that  one  or  both  of  these  men  were 
smoking,  and  a  match  thrown  down  or  a  spark  from  a  pipe  started  the  fire.  We  may 
trace  them  yet;  plenty  of  the  settlers  who  suffered  from  the  fire  are  interested  in 
helping  us.  A  tire  occurred  previously  on  the  west  side  of  the  Jumping  Pond, 
which  was  put  out  by  Corporal  Watson  and  a  party  ot  settlers  before  doing  much 
damage.  A  half-breed  who  was  suspected  of  starting  the  fire  was  arrested  and 
tried,  but  was  acquitted.  A  fire  was  started  in  the  timber  on  the  Eananaskis  by  a 
man  employed  by  a  company  getting  out  logs,  which  was  put  out  by  the  recent  snow. 
Evidence  is  being  collected  to  bring  this  case  to  trial.  There  have  been  no  fire*  in 
the  southern  country.  Most  of  the  fires  occurring  are  caused  undoubtedly  by  engines 
on  the  railways,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  that  some  legislation  be  enacted 
to  check  this  evil.  In  a  short  space  of  time,  besides  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
running  east  and  west,  a  railway  will  be  in  operation  north  and  south,  and  if  the 
present  state  of  affairs  continues  the  whole  country  will  be  burnt  up  every  year;  and 
apart  from  the  temporaty  loss  of  pasturage,  there  is  the  permanent  loss  from  the  graa^ 
roots  being  burnt  out  from  constant  fires.  The  only  apparent  remedy  is  to  force 
railway  companies  to  maintain  efficient  fire-guard  by  ploughing  a  certain  number  of 
furrows  on  each  side  of  their  tracks  and  burning  off  the  grass  between  the  farrows. 
This  no  doubt  means  considerable  labour  and  expense  every  year,  but  until  it  is  done 
large  portions  of  country  are  bound  to  be  burned  over  eveiy  season. 

CANTEEN. 

The  canteen  has  been  earned  on  during  the  past  year — beer,  tobacco  of  different 
kinds,  cheese,  biscuits  and  a  few  other  articles  being  sold.  We  sold  to  make  a  profit 
at  first,  which  profit  was  turned  over  to  the  messes  to  lessen  the  cost  of  extra 
messing.  For  tne  last  few  months  articles  have  been  sold  at  as  near  cost  price  as 
possible,  which  just  allows  of  a  small  margin  for  working  expenses.  Beer  is  very 
expensive  in  Calgary,  as  it  all  has  to  come  from  Winnipeg  or  fUrther  east.  The 
summer  freight  is  85  cents  per  100  lbs.,  counting  keg  or  barrel,  and  in  winter 
it  has  to  come  in  heated  cars,  which  makes  the  freight  still  higher.  It  appears  a 
great  pity  that  beer  cannot  be  brewed  in  the  Territories.  Barley  can  now  be  grown 
to  any  extent,  and  it  would,  if  breweries  were  establishedj'keep  a  great  deal  of  money 
in  the  country  that  now  goes  out  of  it. 

INCREASED   RATES  OF  PAY. 

Under  this  heading  I  beg  to  refer  simply  to  extra  pay  to  artizans.  One  of  the 
most  important  things  to  be  accomplished  in  a  mounted  corps  is  to  have  the  horses 
properly  shod.  To  do  this  requires  skilled  labour,  and  skilled  labour  requires  good 
pay.  We  have  not,  as  a  rule,  as  good  workmen  as  we  ought  to  have,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  hoi-ses'  feet  suffer.  A  great  many  reasons  are  brought  forward  to  account 
for  the  number  of  horses  that  go  lame.  In  most  instances  I  think  it  is  owing  to  bad 
shoeing.  The  head  blacksmiths  receive,  as  a  rule,  about  $1.05  a  day,  and  of  course 
rations,  free  kit,  <&c.  It  is  a  trade  that  pays  well  outside,  and  special  induce- 
ments will  have  to  be  held  out  to  get  good  men  to  join.  The  only  other  artizan  that 
is  a  peimanency  is  the  carpenter,  and  after  some  length  of  service  they  draw  about 
the  same  rate  of  pay  a^  the  head  blacksmiths. 
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RANCHES  AND  RANCHERS. 

The  winter  of  1889-90  was  severe  for  some  months,  with  very  deep  snow,  and 
in  consequence  stock  suffered  more  or  less ;  but  except  in  a  few  localities,  not  very 
severely.  However,  the  cattle  came  out  in  spring  pretty  poor,  and  a  good  many 
cows  died  in  calving.  Some  severe  storms  took  place  in  spring,  which  went  hard 
with  young  stock,  so  that  the  increase  has  rot  been  generally  as  large  as  in  some 
other  years.  Vegetation  was  very  luxurious  the  past  season,  and  cattle  have  gone 
into  the  present  winter  in  good  shape. 

The  following  are  the  principal  owners  of  stock  in  the  district :  — 


Name. 


J.  Robinson 

HuUBroe 

D.  McDougall 

J.  McDougall 

Leeeon  &  Scott 

Mount  Royal  Ranche 

W.  D.  Kerfoot 

W.  BeU-Irving 

J.  McKinnell 

Brealey  Bros 

Shea  &  Madden 

W.  Cowan 

Merino  Ranche 

Quom       do     

Heald  &  Eustace 

J.  Fisher 

J.Quirk 

McHu^h  Bros 

Canadian  Pacific  Cattle  Company. 

Johnston  Bros 

High  River  Horse  Ranche  

W.Iken 

C.  F.  I.  Knox 

C  C.  Ranche 

W.  Skrine  

E.  A.  Cross 

H.  B.  Alexander 

North- West  Cattle  Coy 

Sanson  &  Harford 

Roes  &  Podgers ...     

F.  Brown 

J.  J.  Sullivan 

I.  Lynch . .     . . 

Ings  Broe 

J.  Emerson 

Bow  River  Horse  Ranche 

Scarlett  Bros  


Cattle. 


Sheep. 


53 
91 


550 
1,200 
500 
200 
615 
600 
500 
150 
240 
220 
200 
200 


900 


1,212 


107 
37 

333 
83 


6,000 
300 
160 
700 

1,155 
112 


5,000 


913 
102 
122 


144 


761 

50 


130 

900 

500 

550 

1,400 

9,661 

2,800 

300 

175 

250 

250 

400 

750 


1,500 


505 


250 


Beside  the  large  owners  of  stock  I  have  enumerated  there  are  numberless 
smaller  ones.  I  have  had  as  reliable  a  census  of  stock  taken  as  I  could,  and  there 
Hre  only  a  few  restricted  parts  where  a  house-to-house  count  was  not  taken.  As  far 
as  my  information  points,  there  are  in  the  district  comprising  the  following 
boundaries:  South  to  Mosquito  Creek,  west  to  the  Rockies,  east  to  Crowfoot 
Creek,  and  north  to  about  Little  Red  Deer,  the  following  stock :  13,500  horses, 
43,000  cattle  and  18,000  sheep.  Of  coui'se,  I  have  not  made  any  attempt  to  count 
the  stock,  I  simply  took  the  owners'  figures.  Of  the  5,000  cattle  on  the  Quom 
Ranche,  about  4,000  are  8teei*H.  They  have  been  mostly  shipped  here  from  the  east 
as  two-year  olds,  and  when  fit  for  beef  are  re-shipped  east.  This  company  has  also 
a  number  of  very  fine  mares,  imported  from  Ireland,  and  some  magnificent  stallions, 
twelve  in  number.  The  North- West  Cattle  Company  have  a  very  tine  herd  of  cattle, 
with  numerous  valuable  bulls,  Shorthorns,  Herefords  and  Polled  Angus,  and  they 
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imported  this  year  about  51  head  of  Highland  cattle.  They  have  also  a  magnificent 
band  of  brood  mares,  and  |a  number  of  young  stock,  of  very  superior  quality.  A 
great  many  of  the  smaller  ranchers  have  fine  stock  both  in  cattle  and  hors^,  but 
space  will  not  allow  of  my  enumerating  each  separately.  Of  diseases  amongst  stock, 
there  has  not  been  anything  very  serious.  There  has  hieen  some  blackleg  or  anthrax 
amongst  young  stock,  and  some  disease  like  strangles  amongst  two-year  olds,  and 
yearling  colts.  Quite  a  few  cattle  have  been  poisoned  by  eating  a  plant  known  as 
*'  larks-spur."  This  plant  grows  as  a  rule  near  water,  and  is  always  abundant  in  a  wet 
season.  I  know  of  catte  killed  by  eating  this  plant  in  diflPerent  places  near  or  in  the 
foothills.  One  rancher  lost  twelve  cows,  and  of  course  it  is  only  those  i-anchers  who 
have  small  herds  and  constantly  see  them  that  can  tell  how  many  cattle  they  lose 
from  this  cause.  No  cure  has  been  found  yet.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
country  if  the  matter  were  investigated  by  some  scientists,  and  the  antidote  to  this 
poison,  if  any,  made  public. 

Of  movements  of  stock  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  I  have  kept  notes  with 
the  following  results,  and  though  I  may  not  have  been  notified  of  every  shipment, 
I  got  most  of  them.  There  were  shipped  east  from  different  stations  in  the  district 
531  horses,  3,155  cattle  and  1,822  sheep.  Some  of  these  horses  went  as  far  as 
Montreal,  but  most  of  them  to  Manitoba.  The  cattle  were  mostly  beef  animals,  and 
were  shipped  chiefly  to  England  and  Montreal,  some  of  them  having  been  driven  up 
from  the  iiacleod  District. 

There  were  shipped  west  66  horses,  352  cattle  and  225  sheep.  From  the  east 
were  received  250  horse«,  1,421  cattle  and  140  pigs.  Amongst  the  horses  were  manj 
valuable  stallions  and  mares  for  breeding  pui'poses,  and  the  cattle  comprised  many 
valuable  animals,  amongst  them  being  51  heads  of  Highland  cattle  for  the  Nortb- 
West  Cattle  Company,  and  824  head  of  young  steers  for  the  Quorn  Eanehe.  From 
the  west,  152  horses  and  70  cattle  were  brought  m,  making  totals  as  follows:  6,151 
head  of  stock  exported  and  2,033  head  im|K)rted.  There  is  no  attempt  made  at  stall, 
feeding  cattle  at  present,  and  all  the  beef  cattle  shipped,  as  well  as  those  used  in  the 
district  for  beef,  are  grass-fed.  The  meat  is  excellent,  and  the  animals  attain  heavy 
weights. 

GENERAL   WORK. 

At  headquarters  of  the  division,  when  other  duties  allow,  daily  patrols  were 
sent  out  visiting  settlers  within  a  day's  travel  of  Calgary,  and  patrols  were 
frequently  sent  out  for  three  or  four  days  at  a  time  to  more  remote  points. 

Special  parties  have  been  out  on  numerous  occasions  after  pei*sons  wanted  for 
different  crimes,  searching  for  lost  stock,  enquiring  into  different  matters  in  dispute 
between  settlers,  tracing  origin  of  fires,  helping  to  extinguish  fires,  making  arrests 
and  serving  summonses.  Different  Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  other  distinguished 
visitors  have  been  driven  through  the  country.  Court  orderlies  were  furnished 
during  the  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  jurors'  guard  furnished.  Escorts  were 
provided  to  accompany  convicts  to  the  penitentiary  and  lunatics  to  the  asylum  in 
Manitoba.  A  search  party  was  sent  out  last  winter  to  look  for  a  survey  party,  who 
were  supposed  to  be  in  distress. 

Coroners  are  attended  when  required.  One  or  more  men  are  on  duty  in  the 
town  of  Calgary,  who  meet  the  trains,  examine  freight,  search  saloons  for  illicit 
liquor,  .&c.  Any  help  required  by  the  civic  authorities  has  been  furnished.  Pati-ols 
were  sent  to  race  meetings.  Magisterial  duties  have  been  performed.  A  skeleton 
of  a  man  was  found  on  Pine  Creek  ;  a  party  was  sent  out  with  the  coi-onor.  A 
verdict  of  death  from  exposure  was  rendered.  The  remains*  were  not  identified,  and 
were  buried  where  found  by  our  men. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  enumerate  all  our  duties  performed.  More  or  less 
people  come  daily  for  advice  or  with  complaints,  and  in  many  instances  it  entails 
sending  a  man  out  on  duty  to  settle  the  matter. 

There  are  usually  a  number  of  prisoners  in  the  guard  room  either  awaiting  trial 
or  undergoing  imprisonment,  and  tnis  entails  guanis  over  the  working  prisonerB, 
others  to  exercise  non-working  prisoners,  and  a  standing  guard. 
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At  Gleichen  all  trains  are  met,  the  Blackfoot  Eeserve  visited,  all  settlers  visited 
once  a  week  within  a  radios  of  about  thirty  miles,  prairie  fires  looked  after  and 
general  Police  duties  earned  out.  At  Industrial  school,  in  addition  to  visiting  all 
settlers,  the  detachment  has  to  help  to  maintain  oi'der  amonpt  the  pupils  and  remove 
Indians  who  come  to  the  school  to  try  and  make  trouble  by  inducing  pupils  to 
leave  it.    Both  this  detachment  and  Gleichen  also  collected  crop  bulletins. 

At  Pekisko  the  detachment  has  a  large  area  of  country  to  patrol;  visiting  all 
settlers,  keeping  a  look  out  for  horse-thieves  and  removing  all  Indians  found  on  the 
ranges. 

At  Sheep  Creek  patrolling  is  the  principal  duty.  Crop  bulletins  were  collected^ 
and  all  Indians  found  travelling  about  sent  back  to  their  reserves. 

At  Morley  a  great  amount  of  patrolling  was  done,  crop  reports  collected,  fires 
worked  at  and  traced  up,  different  persons  arrested  and  brought  to  trial,  and  all  stock 
examined.  Quite  a  number  of  strays  were  recovered  by  this  detachment  and 
returned  to  their  owners. 

At  Canmore  the  detachment  meets  all  trains,  keeps  a  lookout  for  illicit  liquor, 
visits  the  coal  mines  and  attends  to  the  general  duties  of  keeping  order  in  the  settle- 
ment.   At  Anthracite  the  duties  performed  are  about  the  same. 

At  Banff  a  mounted  patrol  visits  all  the  principal  points  in  the  Park,  and  more 
remote  points  occasionally.  A  dismounted  patrol  does  duty  in  the  village.  All  trains 
are  met,  and  when  occasion  requires  men  are  sent  up  and  down  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  on  duty.  This  outpost  sees  that  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
National  Park  are  cairied  out. 

No  detachment  has  been  kept  regularlj'  at  Laggan,  a  man  being  sent  there  or 
further  West  as  occasion  requires. 

On  25th  May  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught  stopped  at  Calgary 
for  a  short  time  on  his  way  from  India.  Both  mounted  and  dismounted  guards  of 
honour  were  turnished,  and  a  couple  of  four-horse  teams,  in  which  the  royal  party 
drove  about  the  town  for  a  short  time. 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  visited  the  district,  and  was  supplied 
with  what  transport  he  required. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

There  is  one  subject  about  which  many  complaints  have  been  received  by  me 
from  settlers,  namely,  cattle  straying  about  the  country  and  destroying  crops.  Some 
people  who  have  enclosed  land  turn  their  cattle  adrift  to  rustle,  and  often  numbers  of 
range  cattle  get  up  into  the  settled  country.  The  consequence  is,  that  any  feed,  on 
the  road  allowances  is  soon  eaten  up  and  the  cattle  break  into  the  grain  fields.  In 
some  instances  settlers  have  lost  largely  from  this  cauge,  and  it  appears  that  some 
suitable  pound  law  should  be  established  to  check  this  evil.  Quite  a  large  portion  of 
this  district  is  let  on  lease  to  stock  men ;  still,  there  also  is  a  large  area  thrown  open 
to  settlement,  and  it  appears  only  just  to  settlers  who  make  the  greater  part  of  their 
living  by  raising  grain  tnat  they  should  be  pi'otected  from  the  inroads  of  wandering* 
stock.  Eegarding  the  Fence  Ordinance,  1  believe  some  amendments  were  passed 
during  the  past  session.  There  are  many  hundreds  of  miles  of  barbed-wire  fence 
about  the  distinct,  some  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  wire  hanging  loose  or  on  the  ground, 
and  no  top  rails.  Nothing  makes  a  more  ugly  wound  or  one  harder  to  heal  than 
this  barbed-wire. 

As  the  Gambling  Ordinance  has  been  declared  to  be  ultra  vires,  and  we  are  not* 
able  to  act  under  the  Dominion  statute  regarding  gambling  and  gaming  houses,  it 
appears  that  the  North- West  Ordinance  should  be  amended  so  that  we  could  act  and 
I  might  add  that  there  is  plenty  of  scope  for  action  in  this  respect  in  Calgary. 

with  regard  to  the  ordinance  respecting  masters  and  servants,  it  has  been 
ruled  here  that  a  person  laying  an  information  for  non-payment  of  wages — section  4 — 
must  be  still  in  employment  of  master  when  he  lays  the  information,  as  it  states — 
"  and  upon  proof,  order  such  complainant  to  be  discharged  from  his  employment," 
the  ruling  being  that  complainant  must  still  be  in  the  employment;  otherwise  you 
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cannot  order  his  discharge  from  such  employment.  As  it  generally  happens  that  the 
complainant  has  been  discharged,  or  else  left  to  come  and  make  complaint  that  he 
cannot  get  his  wages,  we  are  able  to  give  relief  in  but  few  cases.  I  think  this  section 
should  be  amended,  particularly  before  railway  operations  begin  again  next  season. 
There  have  been  many  very  flagrant  cases  of  non-pajment  of  wages  amongst  the 
smaller  contractors  on  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Kailway  this  past  season,  and 
it  is  a  difficult  matter  for  the  men  to  get  redress.  It  would  simplify  mattej-s  im- 
mensely if  the  Construction  Company  were  to  pay  all  the  men  on  the  work. 

There  is  a  necessity  for  some  law  in  the  North- West  to  govern  the  sale  ot 
poisons.  At  present,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  any  one  can  buy  poison,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  chemists  as  a  rule  keep  any  recoM  of  poisons  they  sell, 

DISCIPLINE,  CONDUCT,  AC. 

The  conduct  of  the  members  of  my  division  has  been  remarkably  good.  There 
have  been  a  few  cases  of  drunkenness,  but  when  I  state  that  the  whole  number  h&« 
been  less  than  a  dozen,  a  very  small  percentage  for  a  place  like  this,  where  intoxicanu 
are  so  easily  obtained,  I  have  had  very  few  other  serious  cases  of  breaches  of 
discipline  to  de.al  with,  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  have  had  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  members  of  my  division  in  carrying  out  the  work  performed 
during  the  past  year. 

I  beg  to  foi-ward  the  following  reports  and  statements : — 

Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen's  report. 

Statement  of  cases  tried  in  districts  (cases  tried  under  municipal  laws  in  Calgary 
not  included). 

Statement  of  mileage  performed  by  horses.     (Not  Printed), 

I  have  already  forwarded  the  Police  map  for  this  district. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  J.  H.  MoILLREE, 

Superintendent  Commanding  "  E  "  Dividon. 

The  Commissioner  N.  W.  M.  Police, 
Eegina. 
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APPENDIX  D. 


ANNUAL   EEPOET   OF  SUPEEINTENDENT   S.  GAGNON,  COMMANDING 

DEPOT  DIVISION,  1890. 

Regina,  17th  December,  1890. 

The  Commissioner  N.  W.  Police, 
Eegina. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  30th  Novem- 
ber, 1890. 

Early  in  the  year  all  the  outposts  under  my  control,  with  exception  of  a  small 
detachment  in  the  town  of  Regina,  were  transferred  to  **  B"  Division,  relieving  my 
command,  of  duties  that  could  be  better  performed  by  trained  men  of  a  regular 
division. 

A  few  patrols  have  been  sent  out  duripg  the  year  from  Depot  Division  to  Long 
Lake,  Grassy  Marsh,  Wood  Mountain,  Qu'Appelle,  Balgonie,  and  occasionally  to  the 
Indian  Reserves  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Detachments  detailed  from  Depot  have  also  followed  the  workingmen  on  the 
Regina,  Long  Lake  and  Saskatchewan  Railway  until  the  construction  reached  the 
limits  of  "  F  "  Division  district.  These  diflferent  duties  were  performed  in  the  usual 
satisfactoiy  manner. 

The  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  employed  at  Regina  in  instructing 
recruits  in  their  various  duties  cannot  be  too  much  praised  for  the  creditable 
manner  in  which  they  discharge  such  duties;  and  I  may  here  bring  to  notice  the 
extraordinary  aptitude  shown  by  recruits  in  learning  whatever  drills  they  are  put 
to.  Very  few  men  take  more  than  four  or  ^ve  weeks  to  learn  riding  fairly  well, 
besides  being  taught  foot  and  arm  drill,  guard-mounting,  constables'  duties,  &c.  Of 
course  they  are  not,  in  such  a  short  time,  made  perfect  in  every  exercise,  but  they 
are  well  enough  instructed  to  join  with  credit  any  of  the  regular  divisions. 

The  liquor  laws  have  been  enforced  as  usual,  and  certain  quantities  of  illicit 
importations  destroyed ;  as  also  several  infractions  of  the  law  have  been  brought 
before  the  magistrates  and  dealt  with. 

The  necessai-y  precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  prairie  fires,  and  men 
turned  out  whenever  needed :  this  with  good  results,  no  damage  of  any  consequence 
having  been  caused  to  property  by  such  tires.  , 

The  Indians  of  the  surrounding  agencies  are  working  well,  and  despite  the 
extraordinary  rumours  coming  from  the  United  States,  have  not,  so  far,  shown 
any  tendency  to  excitement. 

The  officials  of  the  Indian  Department  have  been  assisted  whenever  they  wanted 
escorts  to  pi-otect  the  transport  of  monies  to  the  diflferent  agencies  and  to  make 
the  annuity  payments. 

Guards  of  honour  have  been  supplied  from  Depdt  at  the  opening  and  closing  of 
the  North-West  Legislative  Assembly. 

The  discipline  has  been  rigidly  kept  in  the  Division  and  only  two  desertions 
occurred  during  the  year. 

As  most  of  the  men's  time  was  taken  for  drills  of  all  descriptions,  the  target 
practice  had  to  be  done  voluntarily  in  extra  hours,  and  consequently  could  not  be 
completed;  87  men,  however,  fired,  averaging  very  good  scores  at  all  ranges,  with 
the  exception  of  at  400  and  500  yards,  where  our  rifles  may  be  deficient. 

The  health  of  the  members  of  the  Division  has  been  remarkably  good ;  no  death 
has  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  saddlery  in  use  of  the  Division  is  in  good  order,  as  also  the  harness. 
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The  transport  will  shortly  require  renewing^  as  many  of  the  waggons  cannot 
stand  much  longer  usage. 

Eemounls  purchased  during  this  year  have  given  satisfaction. 

The  strength  of  the  Division  was  on  the  30th  November : — 

Officei-8 U 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  constables 131 

Special  constables '. 6 

Guides  and  interpreters 1 

Hoi-ses 74 

The  alterations  in  T>ep6t  during  the  yeai'  have  been  as  follows : — 

Gain. 

Officers.  Men- 

By  Engagement 146 

Ee-engagement 30 

Transfer  from  other  divisions ,     3  55 

From  desertion 2 

Loss. 

Resigned 1 

Transferred  to  other  divisions 5  238 

TExpimtion  of  service 14 

j  By  purchase 6 

Discharged-/  Invalided 7 

Unfit  for  service 2 

[By  order '. 2 

Dismissed 5 

Deserted 2 

HORSES. 

Gain. 

By  Purchase 19 

Transfer 9 

Found  in  Montana,  XJ.S 1 

Loss. 

Cast  and  sold 17 

Died  and  destroyed 3 

Transferred 66 

Enclosed  please  find  return  of  musketry  (not  printed) ;  also  return  of  cases  tried 
at  the  barracks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  GAGNON,  Superintendent, 

Commanding  Depot  Division. 
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ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  R.  B.  DEANE,  COMMANDING 

"K"  DIVISION,  1890. 

Lethbridgb,  let  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  render  my  annual  report  of  "  K  "  Division  of  the 
North-West  Mounted  Police  from  the  let  December,  1889,  to  the  30th  November, 
1890. 

GENERAL    STATE   OF   THE   DISTRICT. 

Lethbridge  has  advanced  towards  prosperity  by  giant  strides  during  the  past 
eight  or  nine  months. 

Early  in  the  year  the  construction  of  a  narrow  gauge  railway,  from  here  to 
Great  Falls,  in  Montana,  became  an  assured  fact,  and  ever  since  then  business  has 
slowly  but  steadily  improved  and  increased. 

The  daily  output  of  coal  from  the  Alberta  Railway  and  Coal  Company's  mines  is 
upwards  of  1,000  tons,  and  the  supply  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  demand  from  the 
south  alone. 

The  company  have,  however,  three  new  shafts  in  coui'se  of  construction,  and  in 
the  not  distant  future  the  daily  output  is  likely  to  rise  to  1,500  tons. 

Speaking  generally,  this  will  give  employment  to  about  1,500  men  in  the 
company's  service,  and  the  monthly  pay-roll  will  rise  in  proportion. 

The  pay-list  for  the  month  ending  31st  October  totalled  about  $47,000,  and  it  is 
expected  that  that  for  November  will  amount  to  $55,000. 

The  company  have  made  extensive  improvements  and  enlargements  in  their 
shops  and  buildings  generally  and  this  has  circulated  a  large  amount  of  money. 
$110,000  is  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  sum  expended  on  buildings  and  new 
shafts  during  the  year. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  railway  track,  where,  during  last  February  and  March, 
we  carried  out  our  target  practice,  there  is  now  a  network  of  rails  leading  to  the 
different  shafts,  and  to  the  rear  of  the  butts  has  sprung  up  a  thriving  little  village, 
which  will  ere  long  grow  into  a  town,  and  which,  with  its  own  stores,  &c.,  will  be 
independent  of  "  Coalopolis  "  proper. 

The  company  here  offer  a  neat  little  house  standing  in  an  acre  of  ground  to 
their  miners,  at  monthly  rental,  which  will,  in  five  years'  time  coustitute  the  tenant 
the  owner  of  the  property. 

They  ask  only  six  per  cent,  interest  on  their  outlay,  so  that  the  offer  is  very 
advantageous  to  a  steady  man,  who  is  content  to  settle  down  and  divest  himself  of 
the  spirit  of  unrest  and  love  of  change  which  seems  to  beset  most  western  folks. 

Sir  Alexander  Gait  has  given  $10,000  to  found  an  hospital  here  which  is  now 
under  construction  at  a  contract  figure  of  $17,000. 

An  unpretentious  but  substantial  brick  school  building,  costing  about  $10,000, 
is  almost  completed,  and  a  contract  has  been  let  and  foundations  are  in  progress  for 
a  $16,000  opera  house,  which  will  afford  chambers  to  the  various  benevolent  societies 
and  others  who  may  desire  the  accommodation. 

A  convent  school  house  is  also  in  course  of  erection,  and  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  habitation  by  about  the  middle  of  January. 

It  is  credibly  estimated  that,  apart  from  the  company's  works  before  mentioned, 
building  opei*ations  to  the  tune  of  $90,000  have  been  undertaken  and  commenced  in 
Lethbridge  during  the  past  year. 

Houses  to  rent  are  in  great  demand ;  real  estate  is  gi'adually  increasing  in  value 
and  property  owners  are  jubilant — not  over  anxious  to  sell  withal,  as  the  town  can- 
not fail  to  go  ahead. 
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Lethbridge  will  shortly  be  incorporated,  and  next  year  will  probably  see  the 
introduction  of  electric  light  an    water  works. 

Work  is  plentiful  for  those  who  can  and  will  work,  and  of  Lethbrid/^e  to-day  it 
can  be  said  without  any  stretch  of  imagination,  that  there  "  content  sits  blusMng 
on  the  cheek  of  toil.*' 

CRIME. 

Crime  has  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  The  following  list  comprises  all 
complaints  of  offences  which  have  arisen  within  the  district  during  the  year  : — 

Offences  against  the  person 20 

Malicious  injury  to  property..... 6 

Larceny 9 

Hoi'ses,  lost,  strayed  or  stolen 51 

Illicit  liquor  traffic 14 

Supplying  liquor  to  Indians 7 

Miscellaneous 47 

Of  the  twenty  offences  against  the  person  conviction  resulted  in  sixteen  ca>es 
and  four  were  dismissed.  These  were  all  cases  of  common  assault  most  of  them  fol- 
lowing the  miners  pay  days. 

Of  the  six  complaints  of  malicious  injuries  to  property  three  were  the  outcome 
of  intoxicants,  and  the  offenders  were  duly  convicted. 

The  other  cases  were  those  of  cattle-killing  by  Indians.  In  two  of  them  too 
long  a  time  had  elapsed  between  the  commission  of  the  offence  and  our  being  notified 
to  admit  of  our  obtaining  any  clew  to  the  perpetrators,  and  in  the  other  the  circum- 
stances were  as  follows : — 

On  the  18th  September  a  man  named  Donaldson  reported  that  on  the  previous 
day  at  or  near  a  place  called  Iron  Springs  he  heai^d  a  shot  fired.  In  goin^  in  the 
direct. on  thereof  he  found  a  steer  belonging  to  the  Circle  Eanch  (Conrad  Bros,, 
U.S.A.)  which  had  been  shot  in  the  side  and  was  dying.  Eiding  up  to  the  top  of  a 
little  butte  he  saw  two  Indians  riding  away  at  speed,  but  his  horse  was  too  tired  to 
follow.  A  number  of  Indians  had  been  on  pass  in  that  neighbourhood  hunting  ante- 
lope, but  I  think  all  the  Bloods  had  left  before  this  happened.  Sergei nt  Major  Jarvis 
searched  the  country  within  a  radius  of  about  six  or  seven  miles  of  Iron  Springs,  but 
could  find  no  trace  of  the  steer  or  of  any  Indians  having  been  there  since  the  snow 
storm  of  the  10th  and  11th  September.  He  returned  and  reported  to  that  effect 
He  found  that  Indians  had  been  using  for  firewood  part  of  the  material  of  Mr.  Harris' 
corral  near  Iron  Spnngs,  but  not  since  the  snow  storm. 

Mr.  Donaldson  was  then  induced  to  go  out  with  a  party  of  police  and  pointed 
out  the  steer  lying  dead  on  the  Belly  Kiver,  about  seven  miles  from  here  as  the  crow 
flies,  but  about  seventeen  miles  distant  by  road  following  the  river.  Much  valuable 
time  had  thus  l)een  lost — the  actual  place  being  nowhere  near  Iron  Springs. 
Donaldson  said  that  on  passing  Iron  Springs  on  the  17th  inst.  he  saw  two  squaws 
sitting  there  and  evidently  waiting  for  some  one. 

I  ascertained  from  the  agent  of  the  Blackfoot  Eeserve  that  three  Indians  and 
two  squaws  arrived  in  camp  there  on  the  18th  from  the  south,  and  there  is  little 
doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  these  were  the  culprits.  I  asked  Mr.  Begg  to  let  the 
Indians  know  that  a  reward  of  $25  would  be  paid  for  the  conviction  of  the  person 
who  fired  the  shot,  but  without  result. 

Eight  of  the  nine  cases  of  larceny  were  disposed  of  by  the  courts,  conviction 
resulting  in  four  cases  and  dismissal  in  four.  In  the  other  case  a  settler  had  in  his 
stable  a  long  lost  cow  and  calf  belonging  to  another  man  who  insisted  that  the  for- 
mer had  stolen  her.  The  prosecutor's  own  evidence,  however,  broke  down  as  to 
the  larceny,  and  the  matter  was  settled  by  the  cow  and  calf  being  handed  over  to 
the  original  owner. 
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The  facts  of  one  of  the  dismissed  cases  are  as  follows : — A  cowboy  from  the 
other  side,  on  a  visit  to  Lethbridge  and  its  neighbourhood,  reported  that  on  the 
previous  night  he  had  been  robbed  in  a  certain  saloon  of  a  gold  watch  valued  at 
$260. 

A  man  who  was  in  the  saloon  at  the  time  was  found  to  have  the  watch  in  his 
possession  and  claimed  that  he  had  given  '^  chips  "  to  the  value  thereof  in  exchange. 
The  complainant  denied  this  and  the  case  came  up  for  trial.  The  accused  presently 
produced  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  watch,  the  signature  to  which  the  prosecutor  acknowr 
lodged  to  bo  his  own,  although  he  had  no  recollection  of  having  signed  such  a 
document. 

It  was,  morally  speaking,  a  clear  case  of  robbery,  for  which  the  complainant 
wa«  largely  responsible.  A  big  man,  with  blustering  manner,  he  went  rather  more 
than  half  drunk  into  the  saloon  and  insisted  on  taking  a  hand  at  poker,  with  the 
result  mentionod.  This  is  not  the  only  case  of  the  kind  that  has  occurred,  but  it  is 
fairly  representative  of  the  situation,  which  cannot  be  amended  until  we  have  the 
power  to  close  up  the  gambling  dens. 

Five  hoises  are  reported  to  have  been  stolen  during  the  year;  in  one  of  these 
cases  an  Indian  lost  his  horse  and  after  some  months  saw  the  animal  in  the  herd  of 
a  white  man  who  said  he  had  bought  the  mare  two  years  previously  from  a  half- 
breed  whose  name  he  did  not  know.  He  would  not  give  up  the  mare  which  was 
too  closely  herded  for  the  Indian  to  take  away  without  causing  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  and  the  Indian  had  not  the  means  to  replevin. 

Such  cases  as  these  are  not  uncommon,  and  are  hard  upon  the  Indian  owners, 
who  cannot  understand  why  the  police  cannot  remedy  their  wrongs.  A  suit  of 
replevin  would  cost  at  least  three  times  the  value  of  the  animal  and  could  not  be 
undertaken  without  the  support  of  the  Indian  Department. 

In  this,  as  in  other  like  cases  which  have  come  to  my  notice,  I  am  impressed 
with  the  truth  of  the  Indians  stories. 

Of  the  four  other  hoi^ses,  we  have  not  succeeded  in  recovenng  one.  Three 
of  the  four  were  police  horses,  and  wei'e  stolen  from  a  police  camp  on  the 
Red  Eiver  near  the  boundary  in  a  most  impudent  manner.  On  the  9th  July 
we  had  a  small  escort  of  throe  men  and  three  hoi'ses  with  some  Indian  scouts  and  an 
interpreter  attached  to  a  camp  of  graders  about  three  miles  north  of  the  line.  In 
the  same  camp  were  surveyors  and  engineers  and  their  respective  outfits,  the  horses 
of  which  were  all  picketed  as  ours  were.  The  grading  contractor'  horses  (Egan 
Brothers)  were  not  tethered,  but  were  watched  by  a  night  herder.  About  11  p.m. 
a  mounted  man  rode  up  to  the  night  herder.  Said  he  was  looking  for  lost  horses, 
and  enquired  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  numerous  horses  which  he  saw  scattered 
out.  Having  ascertained  that  such  and  such  horses  belonged  to  so  and  so  and  the 
"  three  over  there  "  belonged  to  the  police,  the  man  rode  off.  Earlv  next  morning 
our  horses  were  found  to  be  missing,  their  picket  ropes  having  been  cut  with  a 
sharp  knife.    The  other  horses  in  camp  were  all  right. 

I  thirk  we  have  evidence  enough  to  convict  one  Al.  Dowser  of  this  offence 
when  we  can  catch  him,  but  for  this  we  are  dependent  on  the  United  States  officials, 
who  have  promised  to  do  all  they  can.  It  was  a  piece  of  revenge  on  his  part  for 
our  having  previously  seized  a  whiskey  outfit  in  wnich  he  was  interested. 

Forty-six  horses  have  been  reported  lost  or  strayed  during  the  year  and  of  these 
42  have  been  recovered  and  returned  to  their  owners. 

On  the  5th  Augu&t  I  received  a  notice  from  Sheriff  Hamilton^  of  Cascade 
County,  Montana,  respecting  one  Mac  Macdonald  who  had  stolen  a  horse  and  saddle 
from  the  Hotter  Lumber  Company.  The  man  was  arrested  here  on  the  16th  Sep- 
tember and  held  fo"  extradition.  The  saddle  was  recovered  about  the  same  time 
but  the  horse  was  at  large  and  was  only  found  and  brought  in  on  the  27th  November. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Macdonald  escaped  from  the  guard  room  here  on  Sunday 
the  30th  November  at  about  6  p.m.  when  it  was  quite  dark.  He  was  practically 
allowed  to  walk  out  of  the  open  door  by  Constable  Skehan  who  was  on  guard  at  the 
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time  pursuant  to  arrangement  as  I  think.  (Constable  Skehan  has  been  sentenceil 
to  six  months'  imprisonment  and  to  be  dismissed  the  service  at  the  expiration 
thereof.) 

Macdonald  had  previously  broken  out  of  a  penitentiary  on  the  other  side  and 
very  strict  methods  had  been  adopted  in  his  case.  Except  by  the  wilful  connivance 
of  his  guard  it  was  almost  impossible  for  him  to  get  away.  Once  outside  the  gaard 
room  he  was  free,  for  it  was  too  dark  to  distinguish  anything'^  at  10  yards'  distance. 
He  has  not  been  retaken  as  yet. 

Fourteen  cases  of  breach  of  the  liquor  law  have  been  reported  and  were  all 
brought  to  trial.    One  case  was  dismissed,  but  conviction  followed  in  the  other  13. 

Nine  of  these  have  been  appealed  and  remain  to  be  heard.  In  some  of  the  cases 
which  were  charges  of  selling  intoxicants  there  was  no  pretence  at  defence,  and  the 
evidence  was  so  clear  that  one  learned  counsel  declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them.  Defendants,  however,  stood  to  gain  time  by  appealing  and  so  far  the  appeals 
have  answered  their  purpose. 

There  is  little  more  to  be  said  on  the  subject  of  the  liquor  law  than  I  said  last 
year,  but  I  may  mention  a  remark  made  to  me  a  short  time  ago  by  a  leading  tem- 
perance advocate  in  Leth  bridge,  which  was  as  follows : — 

**  It  may  seem  a  ftinny  thing  for  me  to  say  as  a  temperance  man,  but  I  am  con- 
vinced that  a  high  license  system  would  be  the  best  thmg  for  this  country — I  sec 
that  prohibition  never  can  be  prohibition." 

in  a  sermon  preached  on  the  30th  November  last  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
here,  the  Minister,  who  is  a  strong  temperance  advocate  said: — 

**The  town  is  soon  to  be  incorporated  and  I  believe  we  ought  to  have  at  least 
two  or  three  first  class  hotels.  If  it  is  necessary  for  liquor  to  be  sold,  let  these  men 
pay  a  high  license  and  sell  it,  *and  close  up  the  saloons.  Bear  in  mind  that  I  am  ao 
out-and-out  prohibitionist  if  prohibition  can  be  obtained,  but  as  it  is  now  it  is  a  ter- 
rific failure.  Therefore,  I  say,  if  liquor  must  be  sold,  it  ought  to  be  sold  legally,  for 
no  hotel  where  liquor  is  now  sold  contrary  to  the  law  can  be  respectable.  Close  tht? 
saloons  up  and  let  the  men  who  keep  them  go  to  work  at  some  respectable  business.' 

The  Police  do  not  expect  to  get  much  assistance  in  enforcing  the  liquor  law 
from  prohibitionists,  temperance  advocates  or  any  one  else,  but  I  must  say  I  think 
it  is  rather  "  rubbing  it  in"  when  they  join  in  the  chorus  of  abuse  which  every 
informer  more  or  less  incurs.  Here  is  a  case  in  point :  Not  long  since  a  constable 
in  plain  clothes,  with  a  companion,  started  out  on  what  he  subsequently  said  in  court 
was  "  a  speculation  of  his  own."  He  went  to  some  of  the  hotels  and  saloons  in 
town  and  bought  whiskey.  He  then  laid  information  against  the  various  persons 
concerned,  who,  having  no  manner  of  defence,  were  necessarily  convicted. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  certain  quarters  to  hold  up  the  constable  to  obloquy 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  obtained  the  liquor  under  the  guise  of  friendship.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  the  first  place  he  entered,  he  neither  knew  nor  was  known  by  the 
proprietor  who  sold  him  the  liquor,  and  even  laid  an  information  against  the  wrong 
man,  so  little  did  he  know  of  either  partner  in  the  business.  He  and  his  companion 
walked  into  the  place  and  asked  for  whiskey — they  drank  some  and  took  some 
away  in  a  soda  water  bottle — and  it  was  sold  to  them  without  any  disguise  whatever. 

I  did  not  enquire  into  the  man's  motives  for  the  step  he  took,  for  aught  I  know 
they  may  have  been  as  conscientious  as  those  of  any  temperance  advocate  in  the 
town,  and  yet  the  temperance  faction  could  not  refrain  from  calling  him  names. 

If  a  constable,  whether  from  a  conscientious  or  from  a  doUar-and-cent-point  of 
view  chooses  to  lay  himself  open  to  the  odium  which  he  knows  he  will  incur  he  is 
simplv  doing  his  duty :  the  Parliament  of  Canada  has  provided  that  the  man  who 
lays  the  information  shall  have  half  the  fine,  and  I  think  he  earns  it. — 

Incorporation  will  enable  one  great  nuisance  to  be  suppressed  here,  viz.: 
gambling.  Gambling  is  earned  on  openly  and  with  impunity.  The  Dominion  Sta- 
tute does  not  apply  now  because  Lethbridge  is  not  a  town,  and  the  North-West 
Ordinance  is  ultra  vires,  on  all  of  which  points  the  professional  gamblers  are  duly 
posted. 
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Incorporation  will  also  enable  the  town  to  provide  for  the  "  social  evil,"  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  authorities  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be  urged  by  fanatics 
into  going  too  far. 

As  I  say  elsewhere,  I  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to  checking 
the  prostitution  of  Indian  women,  but  the  evil  cannot  be  abated  altogether,  the  next 
best  thing  to  abating  it  is  to  have  it /inder  control. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  June  a  pack  horse  patrol  from  the  camp  at  Milk  Eiver 
Ridge  were  moving  along  the  boundary  when  they  came  across  a  fresh  trail  at  the 
Red  River  near  the  line  and  followed  it  for  35  miles  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Verdigris  Lake. 

The  trail  ran  for  a  long  way  along  a  track  made  by  the  surveyors  of  the  Canada 
and  Great  Falls  Railway,  and  was  very  hard  to  follow,  but  the  two  constables  (Costello 
and  Munson)  kept  it.  Near  the  lake  was  a  Police  camp  to  whom  they  turned  over 
the  pursuit,  which  was  immediately  resumed  upon  ft'esh  horses.  The  patrol  ere  long 
came  up  with  two  whiskey  smugglers,  named  Lee  Percel  and  Al.  Dowser,  having 
three  horses,  a  waggon  and  eight  nve-gallon  kegs  of  whiskey.  By  dint  of  consider- 
able manoeuvering  and  patience  they  at  last  saw  the  two  men  getting  ready  for  a  start. 

They  had  previously  taken  the  precaution  of  hiding  the  whiskey  at  some  little 
distance  from  their  camp,  and  now  proceeded  to  reconvey  the  kegs  to  the  waggon.  The 
lay  of  the  country  did  not  allow  the  patrol  to  get  very  close,  but  when  they  saw  each 
of  the  men  with  a  horse  carrying  two  kegs  in  a  sack  thrown  over  the  horse's  back, 
they  dashed  forward. 

The  liquor  men  saw  them  at  once,  cut  the  kegs  adrift,  jumped  on  to  the  hoi'ses 
and  rode  off,  and  as  they  were  rather  well  mounted  the  patrol  could  not  overtake  them. 
So  seized  the  waggon,  the  remaining  horse  and  the  whiskey.  The  last  was  destroyed 
by  Inspector  Moodie  soon  after. 

Dowser  managed  to  get  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  line  and  to  revenge 
himself  by  stealing  three  Police  horses  as  previously  mentioned,  but  Percel  was 
arrested  a  few  days  afterwards  at  Whoop-up,  and  by  the  time  he  returns  thereto  will 
have  been  a  ward  of  the  Government  for  six  months  in  default  of  payment  of  a  fine  of 
<300.  The  conviction  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  defendant  on  a  point 
of  law,  but  the  judge  declined  to  interfere  therewith. 

SUPPLYING   LIQUOR  TO  INDLA.N8. 

There  have  been  seven  offences  reported  of  supplying  liquor  to  Indians.  In  six  of 
them  the  offenders  were  convicted  and  in  the  seventh  the  court  did  not  agree,  so  the 
question  was  referred  to  the  judge  as  to  the  course  to  be  followed.  It  appears  that 
no  provision  is  made  for  a  new  trial  in  such  case,  and  in  accordance  with  the  judge's 
directions  the  prisoner  has  been  discharged. 

There  are  men  in  the  neighbourhood  who  make  a  business  of  selling  intoxicants 
to  Indians;  the  principal  offender  does  not  appear  himself,  but  seems  to  have  no 
difficult  in  finding  salesmen. 

In  a  recent  case,  Regina  i7S.  Farrar,  Sergt.-Major  Jarvis  was  riding  in  the  river 
bottom  one  Sunday  afternoon  and  saw  some  Indians  drunk.  He  reported  the  matter 
to  me  and,  as  he  talks  the  Blackfoot  language  pretty  well,  I  told  him  to  see  about  it. 
He  went  in  the  evening  and  was  making  enquiries  as  to  where  the  liquor  came  from 
when  one  of  the  women  volunteered  to  go  and  buy  some  beer  if  he  would  give  her  the 
money.  She  bought  eight  bottles  of  hop  beer  accoMingly  and  Jarvis  took  them  from 
her  and  brought  them  to  the  barracks,  desiring  the  Indians  to  come  up  in  the  morning. 
When  they  did  come  up  one  of  the  men  was  found  to  be  under  the  influence  of  liquor 
from  another  lot  of  beer  purchased  by  the  Indians  from  the  prisoner  late  at  night. 
Two  bottles  of  hop  beer  as  a  rule  will  discompose  an  Indian  where  a  white  man 
would  hardly  show  the  effects  of  a  dozen. 

This  case  has  been  taken  by  certiorari  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  Regina  and  the 
judgment  will  be  of  great  value  for  future  reference,  as  every  possible  objection  has 
Deen  taken  to  the  conviction  which  human  ingenuity  could  devise,  and  writs  of  cer- 
tiorari and  habeas  corpus  have  been  issued  returnable  on  the  22nd  January  next  at 
Regina. 
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I  should  have  said  that  conviction  in  this  case  was  followed  be  a  penalty  of  six 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  and  a  fine  of  $300. 

Supplying  intoxicants  to  Indians  is  an  offence  which  requires  to  be  rigorously 
dealt  with  in  the  interests  of  the  public  peace.  It  is  probable  that  when  agents 
understand  that  they  have  a  personal  liability,  notwithstanding  that  their  employer 
may  pay  any  fine  for  them,  they  will  be  less  willing  to  become  the  tools  of  an 
unscrupulous  man. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Of  the  miscellaneous  cases  reported,  32  where  charges  of  drunk  and  disorderly 
conduct,  which  were  all  disposed  of  by  the  courts.  The  other  15  cases  comprised 
sundry  minor  offences,  of  which  two  were  dismissed  and  thirteen  were  convicted. 
In  this  last  category  there  is  one  exception,  namely,  an  unnatui-al  crime  in  Which  a 
half-breed  was  concerned  and  which  was  punished  by  the  judge  with  a  term  in  the 
penitentiary. 

I  think  the  small  numbers  of  miscellaneous  offences  during  the  year  speaks 
more  forcibly  than  woixis  of  the  oixier  which  characterizes  the  town  generally. 

INDIAN   SCOUTS. 

I  have  had  a  variety  of  Indian  scouts  during  the  past  summer  and  there  is  very 
little  to  show  as  the  result  of  tbeir  labours.  Those  that  I  have  now  ai-e  the  best  of 
the  lot.    I  find  that  it  answers  better  to  engage  them  for  short  periods  only. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  have  behaved  very  well  on  the  whole  in  this  District.  I  am  glad 
that  it  has  been  decided  not  to  grant  any  more  passes  for  the  Little  Bow  Country,  as 
we  shall  be  better  able  to  keep  that  section  clear  of  them.  As  a  rule  when  they  leave 
their  reserve  in  this  direction  they  come  here  and  report  themselves,  show  their 
passes  if  they  have  any,  and  tell  a  plausible  tale  if  they  nave  not. 

Unless  they  have  some  work  or  means  of  livelihood  we  do  not  let  them  stay  near 
town,  although  they  know  as  well  as  we  do  that  we  have  no  right  to  interfere  with 
them. 

The  principal  trouble  with  them  is  in  connection  with  their  women.  For 
instance,  an  Indian  comes  here  with  his  family  and  says  he  has  got  work — probably 
just  enough  to  swear  by  in  connection  with  the  slaughter  house  or  something  of  the 
kind.  He  than  establishes  his  women  kind  in  the  river  bottom  and  thither  go  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  not  untrequently  provided  with  whiskey  which  answers 
their  purpose  better  than  the  cash  value  thereof. 

OUTPOSTS  AND   PATROLS. 

In  consequence  of  the  Canada  and  Great  Falls  Railway  being  under  constructioD, 
the  patrol  duty  has  been  very  heavy  during  the  past  season. 

The  number  of  men  on  outpost  duty  has  varied  according  to  requirements,  but 
the  several  camps  were  for  the  most  part  situated  as  follows : — 

Miles.        N.C.O.     ^^^     Ho«e8. 

Milk  Kiver  Ridge 55  1  6  11 

Writing-on-Stone 25  1  6  7 

Pendant  d'Orei lie 36  1  4  7 

Forty-Mile  Lake 40  ...  3  3 

Construction  Camp 1  1 

Little  Bow 20  1  2  4 

St.  Mary's 20  1  4  8 

In  addition  to  the  above,  occasional  flying  patrols  worked  at  intervals  in  different 
directions  from  Lethbridge. 
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The  above  numbers  do  not,  of  course,  include  the  four  horse  teamsters  and  their 
off  men  who  were  kept  busy  from  week's  end  to  week's  end  hauling  rations,  forage, 
&c.,  to  the  different  camps;  nor  does  it  include  a  haying  party  of  six  men  who  were 
employed  in  going  to  the  different  camps  and  putting  up  hay  for  them. 

I  had  not  men  to  spare  for  an  intermediate  camp  between  this  and  Milk  Eiver 
Ridge,  and  teamsters  had  to  regulate  their  journeys  by  the  water  supply. 

A  camp  was  attached  to  the  railway  construction  party  as  soon  as  it  crossed 
the  line  and  moved  northwards  with  it.  From  first  to  last  there  was  not  a  symptom 
of  trouble  of  an}'^  sort.  Mr.  Donald  Grant,  the  contractor,  said,  on  the  south  of  the 
line,  his  construction  party  was  followed  by  the  worst  assortment  of  camp  followers 
he  had  ever  seen,  but  they  gradually  fell  off  before  the  line  was  reached.  Some 
saloons  were  started  on  the  United  States  side  of  the  line  but  the  sheriffs  of  Cascade 
County  and  Benton  broke  them  up  under  a  State  law  which  forbade  their  existence 
within  two  miles  of  a  railway  under  construction. 

The  country  was  thoroughly  well  scoured  during  the  summer,  the  trails  shown 
on  the  south  side  of  the  boundary  in  the  Police  map  were  the  routes  that  were  taken 
At  different  times  in  search  of  our  stolen  horses. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  charge  of  breach  of  Customs  laws  within  our  juris- 
diction. A  Customs  office  was  established  at  Coutts,  where  the  railway  crosses  the 
boundary,  so  our  responsibility  was  confined  to  the  open  pi-airie. 

The  men  of  the  standing  camps  have  done  a  good  deal  of  work  besides  their 
patrolling,  &c. 

At  Milk  Eiver  Eidge  they  have  dug  and  cribbed  a  good  well,  14  feet  by  4  feet; 
they  have  built  acood  strong  horse  corral,  36  x  24  feet,  four  rails  high,  the  posts  and 
rails  having  been  hauled  ft-om  Pendant  d'Orei He,  over  66  miles  from  where  they  were 
cut;  a  good  shelter  at  one  end  of  this  corral  has  been  put  up  to  Accommodate  18 
horses.  A  new  hay  corral  has  been  put  up  measuring  72  x  48  feet,  and  about  150 
yards  of  road  graded  over  the  ndge;  53  tons  of  hay  have  been  cut  and  stacked. 

At  Wi  iting-on-Stone  there  have  been  built  of  logs,  which  were  cut  about  6  miles 
up  the  coulee,  a  blacksmith's  shop,  18  x  24  feet,  with  a  .mud  roof;  a  lean-to  addi- 
tion to  last  year's  house,  16  x  20  feet,  with*  shingle  roof,  intended  for  rooms  for  an 
officer  and  the  non-commissioned  officer  in  charge  of  the  detachment ;  a  coal  shed, 
10  X  12  feet,  with  board  roof,  and  a  corral,  36  x  24  feet,  four  mils  high,  with  a 
shelter  at  one  end. 

A  good  storehouse,  20  by  16  feet,  with  stone  walls  and  board  roof  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  will  afford  store  room  for  oats  and  a  saddle  room. 

A  heavy  piece  of  grading  has  been  done  out  of  the  river  bottom  to  the  table 
land  about  200  yards  long — 100  yards  of  which  was  rock  work. 

Twenty-five  tons  of  hay  have  been  cut  and  stacked. 

At  Pendant  d'Oreille  an  excellent  well,  14  by  4  feet,  has  been  dug  and  cribbed ; 
a  good  shelter  for  extra  hoi-ses  and  corral,  36  by  24  feet,  have  been  constructed. 

Twenty-three  tons  of  hay  have  been  cut  and  stacked. 

At  Coutts,  which  is  the  name  of  the  railway  station  on  this  side  of  the  boundary, 
Sweet  Grass  being  the  name  of  the  embryo  city  on  the  other  side,  some  excellent 
buildings  have  been  erected  by  the  railway  authorities  for  the  use  of  a  detachment 
there,  for  the  sum  of  $2,619.16. 

The  house  measures  26  by  28  feet,  with  lean-to  kitchen  and  mess  room,  each  12 
bv  14  feet;  shingled  roof ;  sheathed  inside  with  beaded  timber — painted  two  coats. 
Upstairs  there  is  a  large  barrack  room  the  full  size  of  the  main  house.  Downstaii's 
an  officer's  room  16  by  11  feet ;  a  store  room  8  by  9  feet ;  non-commissioned  officers' 
room  10  by  11  feet,  and  two  cells  seven  feet  six  inches  by  five  feet. 

There  is  a  capacious  cellar  underneath  the  building — a  platform  in  front  of  it, 
and  a  lean-to  coal  shed  12  by  8  feet  at  the  back  of  the  kitchen. 

The  latrine  is  sided  and  shingled.  The  stable  measures  24  by  36  feet;  shingled 
roof,  sided  and  painted  ;  it  contains  14  stalls,  saddle  room  and  oat  room.  The  doors 
are  at  the  ends  of  (he  stable,  and  one  end  opens  into  a  corral  measuring  24  by  28  feet. 
The  west  side  of  the  stable  forms  part  of  one  side  of  a  hay  corral  measuring  70  by 
40  feet,  the  whole  being  substantially  and  well  built. 
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The  Custom  house  is  a  few  y&vds  from  the  Police  building. 

At  St.  Mary's  detachment,  which  is  the  headquartei-s  of  our  herd,  a  great  deal 
of  work'  has  been  done  again  this  year.  About  450  cubic  yards  of  earth  have  been 
excavated  from  the  side  of  a  hill,  in  which  excavation  has  been  constructed  with 
slabs  a  strong-roofed  horse  shed,  measuring  75  by  25  feet.  This  will  enable  the  herd 
to  be  driven  under  shelter  whenever  necessary. 

A  considerable  amount  of  grading  has  also  been  done  to  the  road  down  the  hill 
to  the  river  bottom. 

There  being  no  hay  within  miles  of  this  detachment,  25  tons  were  delivered  there 
bythe  barrack  contractor. 

The  detachment  at  the  Little  Bow,  that  is,  where  the  Little  Bow  runs  into  the 
Belly  Eiver,  is  employed  almost  exclusively  in  riding  the  neighbourhood  with  a 
view  to  keeping  Indians  in  check. 

The  trail  from  the  Blood  Eeserve  and  Leth bridge  district  generally  to  the  Black- 
foot  Crossing  passes  close  by  and  a  certain  amount  of  Indian  travel  is  always  going 
on.  The  travel  does  not  matter  so  long  as  the  Indians  are  not  allowed  to  hang 
about  on  pretence  of  hunting,  &c.  This  detachment  is  not  quite  as  well  placed  as  I 
could  wish,  but  it  is  a  case  of  Hobson's  choice. 

The  men  should  properly  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  Belly  River,  but  I  do  not 
think  there  should  be  any  necessity  for  building  a  standing  camp  which  would  cost 
$1,500  at  the  lowest  computation.  During  the  past  autumn  I  offeied  to  split  the 
present  detachment  into  two  and  station  them  on  the  two  principal  ranches, 
provided  the  proprietors  would  give  the  men  and  horses  house  and  stable  room. 
This  offer  has  not  been  accepted  and  I  cannot  suggest  anything  more  to  the  point. 

Apart  from  the  buildings  at  Coutts  the  sum  of  $400  has  been  expended  upon 
"  K  "  Division  outposts  this  year. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THE   INDIAN    DEPARTMENT. 

The  Indian  Department  has  not  required  any  special  assistance  from  us  this 
year. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THE   DEPARTMENTS   OP    CUSTOMS   AND  AGRICULTURE. 

A  strict  watch  has  been  kept  upon  the  frontier  in  the  interests  of  the  Customs 
Department. 

I  have  devoted  particular  attention  to  the  request  of  the  Customs  and  Agri- 
cultural Departments,  transmitted  in  December  and  January  last,  that  the  Police 
would  prevent  the  intrusion  of  cattle  from  the  United  States  on  Canadian  quarantine 
grounds,  and  have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  this  duty  in  a  manner  which  should 
not  prejudiciably  affect  the  good  understanding  which  continues  to  exist  between  the 
settlers  on  either  side  of  the  line. 

On  the  13th  January,  1890,  i  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Montana  Stock  Asso- 
ciation and  also  informed  the  ranchers  across  the  border  that  the  Police  had  received 
definite  instructions  to  keep  the  Canadian  quarantine  ground  clear,  that  the  Cana- 
dian Government  were  particularly  desirous  of  having  their  regulation  enforced 
without  unnecessary  friction,  and  solicited  the  co-operation  of  each  and  all  to  that  end. 

•J'he  United  States  ranchers  generally  have  co-operated  in  a  most  hearty  manner, 
and  the  best  possib'e  feeling  exists  Ijetween  them  and  ourselves.  It  happens  that 
within  the  limits  of  my  command  there  are  no  ranchers  as  yet  on  the  Canadian  side 
of  the  line. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  cattle  cannot  be  educated  to  respect  an  imaginaiy 
line— they  will  go  to  water — and  the  water  they  cannot  be  prevented  from  seekinij 
is  that  of  the  Milk  Eiver.  During  the  past  year  I  have,  therefore,  adopted  the  Milk 
Eiver  as  the  natural  boundary  to  the  north  so  far  as  the  cattle  are  concerned.  The 
Cow  camps  on  the  other  side  have  done  their  best  to  keep  them  from  intruding,  but 
there  have  been  seasons  of  bad  weather  when  the  cattle  could  not  be  held. 

The  western  limit  of  "  K  "  Division  patrolling  is  the  Forks  of  the  Milk  Eiver, 
about  twelve  miles  west  of  Milk  Eiver  Eidge  Post.  A  large  number  of  cattle,  probably 
10,000  head,  have  been  ranging  all  the  summer  from  the  Benton  trail  on  the  east  far 
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tip  the  Milk  Biver  in  the  west ;  if  any  of  them  have  at  any  time  crossed  the  river  the 
Police  have  driven  them  back.  Towards  the  end  of  last  month  complaint  was  made 
to  me  by  a  settler  that  a  large  number  of  cattle  from  the  other  side  had  destroyed 
about  forty  tons  of  hay,  which  he  and  a  partner  had  put  up  at  the  head  of  the  rot 
Hole  Eiver,  and  I  sent  out  to  make  enquiries.  Sergeant  Brymner  started  from  the 
Eidge  Post  on  the  27th  November,  with  two  conwtablesi  two  saddle  horses  and  a 
buckboai"d,  and  says : — "  We  went  through  the  Eidge  about  thirty  miles,  did  not  see 
more  than  about  200  cattle  there,  which  we  drove  to  the  south  side  of  Milk  Eiver. 
On  Friday,  the  28th,  we  went  back  into  the  Eidge  and  drove  about  200  more  cattle 
to  the  south  side  of  the  north  fork  of  the  Milk  Eiver,  at  the  place  where  "D  "  Division 
detachment  were  camped  in  the  summer.  We  camped  there  for  the  night  and  on 
the  29th  came  down  the  river  and  drove  between  300  and  400  more  across.  As  far 
as  I  could  see  the  cattle  seem  to  be  further  up  the  river  than  we  are."  The  same 
non-commissioned  officer's  diary,  just  to  hand,  shows  that  on  the  7th  of  the  present 
month  he  and  a  constable  drove  about  200  head  from  the  vicinity  of  the  detachment 
across  the  river,  and  that  on  the  8th  he  drove  300  more  to  the  southward. 

The  cow  camps  on  the  other  side  are  willing  enough  to  do  what  they  can,  but 
they  cannot  possibly  hold  the  cattle,  which  will  unquestionably  drift  northwards  in 
spite  of  everything  when  bad  weather  sets  in. 

I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Stock  Association,  and  told  him  of  the 
complaint  made  by  the  settlers  here  as  to  loss  of  hay,  and  suggested  that  the  owners 
of  the  cattle  in  question  should  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  loss  having  occurred.  I 
have  not  had  a  reply  yet,  but  think  that  the  owners  will  not  object  to  pay  for  any 
actual  loss  caused  by  their  cattle.  It  is  certain  that  the  cattle  will  keep  the  Police 
busy  all  the  winter. 

Then  again  between  Pendant  d*Oreille  and  Writing-on-Stone  there  are  esH-. 
mated  to  be  about  5,000  head  of  cattle  to  the  immediate  south  of  the  Milk  Eiver,  and 
these  require  to  be  put  across  the  river,  as  from  time  to  time  they  stray  over  in 
small  numbers. 

A  recent  report  said  that  a  round-up  party  was  to  start  at  once  to  drive  the 
cattle  away  to  the  south,  but  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  there  is  no  place  in  the  south  to 
drive  them  to.  There  is  no  feed  further  south,  or  the  cattle  would  not  have  come 
north. 

A  man  recently  drove  here  from  the  Mussell-Shell  country,  700  miles  distant,  to 
see  if  he  could  find  a  range  near  the  Eockies.  He  said  that  he  was  practically 
starved  out;  cattle  were  worth  only  SIO  a  head  where  he  came  from.  A  man,  too, 
has  recently  come  here  from  Oregon,  he  says  that  there  cattle  sell  for  $10,  and  good 
horses  for  $40  ahead. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  late  in  the  summer  the  ^rass  sprouted  green  and 
prairie  fires  could  not  burn.  There  have  been  a  few  lately,  but  at  a  great  distance 
from  Lethbridge,  and  in  a  country  where  they  would  not  do  much  harm. 

The  railway  to  Coutts  has  started  some,  but  the  railway  and  section  men  are 
prompt  in  lending  a  hand  to  extinguish  them. 

A  prairie  fire  from  the  south-west  swept  up  towards  Writing-on-Stone  under  a 
very  strong  wind  not  long  ago.  Mr.  Toole,  brother  of  the  Governor  of  Montana, 
has  a  ranche  about  eight  miles  to  the  south  of  tho  boundary,  and  one  of  his  men 
rode  to  warn  our  camp  at  Writing-on-Scone — the  fire  travelled  so  fast  that  he  had 
hard  work  to  keep  ahead  of  it.  Our  men  fought  the  fire  from  11  a.m.  until  9.30 
p.m.,  and  eventually  got  it  under. 

An  engine  driver  whose  engine  had  started  a  fire  got  badly  scared ;  he  had  not 
been  able  to  keep  a  civil  tongue  in  his  head  when  spoken  to  about  it,  and  heard  that 
Inspector  Moodie  was  after  him,  whereupon  he  hurriedly  l«ft  for  parts  unknown. 

DISCIPLINE,  CONDUCT,  &C. 

.  The  discipline  of  the  division  will  bear  comparison  with  any  disciplined  force 
in  the  world.    The  non-commissioned  officers,  who  (to  use  a  well-worn  phrase)  are 
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the  "  backbone  of  the  service/'  set  a  good  example  and  do  their  doty  well,  so  that 
not  only  are  the.  e  very  few  offences  against  discipline,  but  the  general  tone  of  the 
Division  is  good.  It  is  always  invidious  to  mention  names,  but  it  is  only  fair  to 
recognize  the  exemplary  manner  in  which  Staff  Sergeant  Belcher  has  performed  the 
duties  of  quartermaster  sergeant  in  a  Division  where  the  work  is  very  heavy  and 
demands  the  closest  attention  to  details. 

Of  Sergeant-Major  Jarvis  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  moi*e  than  that  I  should  be 
sorry  to  lose  him  as  sergeant-major. 

I  am  so:  ry  to  have  lost  Staff  Sergeant  Roes,  whose  services  will  npt  easily  be 
replaced. 

DRILL,    TARGET   PRACTICE,  &C. 

The  Division  has  been  very  short  handed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
and  with  Police  work  to  be  done  drill  was  not  possible.  The  work  at  one  time  was 
so  hard  that  the  men  had  not  thi*ee  nights  in  bed,  and  I  was  obliged  to  mounts 
night  picquet  of  only  two  men,  to  divide  the  night  between  them.  The  non-com- 
missioned officers  have  also  been  very  much  pressed  at  times. 

A  certain  amount  of  target  practice  took  place  in  the  early  spi-ing,  but  could  not 
be  continued  after  the  field  season  began.  The  range  and  butts  are  now  surrounded 
by  buildings  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  range  within  practicable  distance.  I 
beg  to  forward  the  target  practice  returns  herewith. 

PHYSIQUE   AND   HEALTH. 

The  physique  of  the  Division  is  good.  The  influenza  epidemic  ran  throngh 
the  Barracks  at  the  beginning  of  the  j^ear ;  for  the  six  months  prior  to  his  discharge 
Constable  Baines  was  in  hospital  sutferinff  from  a  troublesome  bubo  induced  by  a 
strain.  There  have  been  two  cases  of  broken  collar  bone  and  one  case  only  of 
venereal  desease,  so  the  sick  list  has  not  been  very  heavy. 

RECRUITS. 

The  following  constables  have  engaged  here  this  year : 

Regl.  No.  2467 C.  F.  Goodman. 

do         2468 J.  D.  McLaughlin. 

do         2479 F.  C.  Brown. 

do         2480.... Hy.  Skehan. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  are  sufficient  and  good,  but  the  coal  oil  is  very  bad.  The  contractor, 
however,  says  that  he  provides  the  quality  called  for  by  his  contract. 

KITS,   CLOTHING,   &C. 

The  issue,  or  rather  non-issue,  of  fur  coats  causes  some  dissatisfaction.  A  far 
coat  is  a  sine  qua  non  in  this  country.  Men  whose  terms  of  engagement  entitled 
them  to  a  fur  coat  have  been  supplied. 

The  want  of  fur  robes  for  teamsters  who  are  sometimes  obliged  to  be  on  the 
the  mad  in  very  severe  weather  has  been  already  brought  to  your  notice. 

HORSES. 

We  have  lost  two  horses  by  death  during  the  year :  Begl.  No.  282,  while  on 
herd  at  St.  Mary*s,  fell  down  a  cut  bank  owing  I  think  to  a  land  slip,  and  No.  272, 
while  being  ridden  at  herd  on  the  23rd  November,  shattered  the  ossufraginous 
bone  of  the  near  fore  leg,  and  had  to  be  destroyed.  Bte  must  have  struck  the  bone 
with  his  other  foot  while  turning. 

We  have  a  number  of  horses  which  it  is  no  economy  to  keep  any  longer.  In 
June  last  three  were  sold  in  Lethbridge  for  good  prices. 
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Ten  have  been  purchased  during  the  year  :  two  have  been  transferred  from  "  H  " 
Division  and  one  to  "  A  "  Division.  The  horses  have  travelled  166,394  miles  during 
the  year. 

SADDLERT  AND  HARNESS. 

We  have  received  three  and  a  half  sets  of  harness,  and  shall  require  for  next 
year  one  set  of  four-in-hand  and  one  set  of  lead  harness.  At  the  close  of  this  year  we 
shall  probably  have  two  sots  to  condemn  :  they  are  very  old,  and  have  been  used  by 
the  haying  party. 

STABLES. 

All  the  outposts  are  well  provided  with  stable  room  and  shelter,  so  that  it 
v^ill  be  quite  exceptional  for  any  horse  to  have  to  stand  out  in  bad  weather. 

FORAQE. 

Our  oats  are  cheaper  than  they  have  been  for  a  long  time. 

Hay,  howerer,  is  dearer  than  ever.  The  long  drought  in  this  section  during 
the  early  part  of  the  summer  destroyed  all  hopes  of  hay  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
the  various  tenders  submitted  for  a  total  of  300  tons  ran  from  S23.7^  to  $25  per  ton. 
$21  would  have  been  a  fair  price,  considering  all  things.  The  hay  could  have  been 
<5ut  in  the  ridge  about  45  miles  distant;  the  hauling  would  have  been  through  a 
pretty  rough  country,  but  still  there  would  have  been  monev  in  it  at  $21.  There 
were  indications  of  a  "  ring  "  in  the  matter,  so  the  local  tenders  were  rejected  and 
arrangementw  made  with  a  settler  at  Pincher  Creek,  60  miles  away,  to  put  in  200 
tons  at  $22 — that  is,  175  tons  here,  and  25  tons  at  the  St.  Mary's  outpost. 

It  is  the  best  bunch  grass  hay  I  have  seen.  Sixty  miles  is  a  long  haul.  Mr. 
JBruneau  had  not  the  means  of  transport  himself,  and  had  to  pay  $17  per  ton  for  the 
hauling  of  the  hay  from  his  meadows  and  stacking  it  here. 

The  Alberta  Eailway  and  Coal  Company  paid,  I  think,  $16  per  ton,  but  their  .' 
hay  was  cut  on  their  own  land.  They,  too,  purchase  by  weight;  we,  by  meaaure- 
ment,  which  is  a  much  more  convenient  method  for  us.  Again,  the  hay  men  do  not 
like  to  have  the  trouble  of  building  stacks  on  Police  principles,  and  they  protest  that 
it  is  worth  $5  a  ton  more  to  put  up  hay  for  the  Police  than  to  sell  it  by  weight  and 
dump  it  anywhere  on  the  ground. 

Since  July  we  have  h«3  in  addition  to  the  mep  on  outpost  duty,  a  haying  party 
of  six  men  and  eight  or  nine  hoi-ses  cutting  and  putting  up  hay  at  the  various  Milk 
River  outposts.  They  put  up  altogether  rather  more  than  100  tons,  so  that  a  fair 
number  of  horses  can  be  wintered  at  the  outposts,  where  they  always  do  well. 

TRANSPORT. 

We  shall  require  one,  if  not  two,  Schuttler  waggons  next  year;  but  otherwise  we 
Are  well  pi'ovided.  During  the  winter  the  transport  will  be  thoroughly  overhauled, 
repaired  and  painted. 

ARMS. 

The  Winchester's  carbines  generally  are  Ir  poor  condition.    They  are  all  old. 
The  revolvei'S  are  in  sei^viceable  order. 

GENERAL    EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  is  good. 

DESERTIONS. 

Three  desertions  have  taken  place  during  the  year.  Constable  D.  Leith  deserted 
from  the  Little  Bow  on  the  25th  April,  and  was  apprehended  at  Dunmore  on  the 
following  day.  Constable  W.  S.  Young  deserted  from  Writing-on-Stone  on  the  25th 
July,  and  crossed  the  United  States  boundary.  Constable  F.  C.  Brown  deserted  from 
Milk  Eiver  Eidge  on  the  28th  September,  and  also  went  into  the  States.  Constable 
Young  had  previously  deserted  from  Medicine  Hat  in  February,  1888. 
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INSPECTIONS. 


The  Post  here  has  been  frequently  inspected  by  yourself  during  the  year,  and 
the  Assistant  Commissioner  is  inspecting  the  outposts  now. 

BARRACKS. 

The  new  barrack  buildings  at  Coutts  are  mentioned  under  the  heading  of  oat- 
posts. 

This  year  we  have  expended  the  grant  of  $500  in  sheathing  two  more  of  the 
barrack  rooms  here,  the  Sergeants*  mess  throughout  and  the  Sergeant  Major's  and 
Quartermaster  Sergeant's  i^ooms  with  brown  paper  and  wood.  Most  of  the  planter 
had  fallen  off,  and  the  rooms  were  barely  habitaole.  The  work  was  done  by  our  owq 
men,  under  the  supervision  of  an  outside  cai*penter. 

We  have  also  constructed  a  number  of  stone  iashpits,  chiefly  by  prison  labour. 

There  still  remain  two  barrack  rooms  which  should  be  sheathed  with  wood 
next  year.  The  recreation  room  requires  similar  treatment,  the  plaster  being  all 
broken  up— and  the  entire  barrack  buildings  require  to  be  sided — the  present  siding 
was  so  green  when  it  was  put  on  that  I  believe  the  clerk  of  works  thinks  that  new 
siding  is  the  only  remedy. 

We  are  very  much  m  need  of  an  orderly  mom  and  office  as  reported  last  year. 
The  carpenter's  shop  is  not  fit  for  its  present  purpose,  and  would  serve  fairly  well  as 
a  paint  shop,  which  is  much  required. 

An  oat  shed  is  also  required — such  as  will  answer  our  purpose  can  be  built  for 
$150. 

TELEPHONE. 

I  do  not  think  the  time  has  yet  arrived  when  a  telephone  is  required. 

TELEGRAPH   LINES. 

I  have  no  more  to  say  on  this  subject  than  I  said  in  last  year's  report. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

T  am  happy  to  say  that  we  have  not  had  even  an  alarm  of  fire  during  the  year. 
Next  year,  when  waterworks  are  laid  on,  I  presume  we  shall  have  some  fire  protec- 
tion, at  present  we  have  none. 

ROADS   AND   BRIDGES. 

The  bridge  over  the  Belly  Eiver  hero  is  now  finished,  but  the  hill  otlt  of  the 
river  bottom  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  is  very  steep  and  a  great  deal  of  grading 
will  be  required  to  make  it  fit  for  travel.  A  substantial  little  bridge,  costing  about 
$600,  has  been  built  across  a  part  of  what  is  known  as  the  Six  Mile  Coulee  near  here, 
and  the  approaches  thereto  have  been  well  graded. 

RANCHING. 

An  unusual  number  of  calves  have  been  branded  this  year. 

The  principal  ranchers  in  this  district  are  as  follow  : — 

In  the  Little  Bow  Country— C.  E.  Conrad,  5,000  cattle,  31  horses. 

Cypress  Cattle  Co. — 1,200  cattle,  175  horses.  These  are  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Belly  Eiver,  the  Little  Bow  Eiver  being  between  them. 

Sir  Eoderick  Cameron  is  establishing  a  ranche  on  the  south  side  about  opposite 
the  mouth  of  the  Little  Bow,  and  a  short  time  ago  sent  thither  some  Welsh  ponies,  2 
stallions  and  12  mares.  It  is  said  Sir  Eoderick  is  going  to  send  out  150  Irish  mares 
in  the  spring. 

Eound  about  Lethbridge  the  following  are  the  principal  cattle  owners. — Nat. 
Watwork,  to  the  north  of  the  town,  75  cattle,  175  horses. 

At  the  Eight  Mile  Lake,  about  8  miles  north  of  the  town — David  Whitney,  200 
cattle,  60  horses,  William  Fixley,  60  horses. 
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To  the  south  of  the  town  at  Whoop-up,  seven  miles,  there  are  David  Akers,  6 
cattle,  2  hoi'ses  ;  J.  McNabb,  34  cattle,  2  horses;  "  Scotty  "  Boss,  75  cattle,  8  horees. 
About  eight  miles  up  the  river  is  W,  Huckvale,  400  cattle,  15  horses. 

Following  the  St.  Mary's  Eiver,  from  where  it  empties  itself  into  the  Belly 
River,  about  two  miles  up,  is  situated,  George  Howk,  10  cattle,  12  horses;  and 
within  two  miles  further  on  we  come  to  B.  Hasson,  11  cattle,  200  horses,  and  J. 
Eussell,  17  cattle,  6  horses. 

On  the  Pot  Hole  River,  which  loins  into  the  St.  Mary's  at  Hasson's  Place,  and 
about  twelve  miles  from  its  month,  is  situated  James  Pearce,  500  cattle,  75  horses. 

There  is  a  very  large  extent  of  county  to  the  south-east  which  is  quite  bare  of 
settlers. 

CANTEBN. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  to  mention  a  very  successful  little  canteen  which  we  have 
here,  and  which  has  more  than  fulfilled  my  expectations  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  checked  desultory  drinking.  Many  men  now  have  their  glass  of  good  wholesome 
beer  at  regular  hours,  at  less  than  half  the  price  which  they  would  iS  called  upon  to 
pay  in  town,  and  do  not  require  to  go  into  town  to  drink  at  the  saloons.  The  canteen 
IS  open  at  intervals  during  the  dav,  and  the  manager  will  not  supply  beer  to  any 
man  who  he  thinks  has  had  enough. 

We  also  keep  in  stock  a  few  gi'oceries,  &c.  which  we  mainly  buy  of  local 
merchants  at  their  wholesale  prices  and  sell  at  their  retail  prices  to  the  men.  The 
merchants  are  paid  every  month — the  men  get  the  benefit  of  the  trifling  credit  they 
require  until  pay  day,  and  every  one  is  satisfied.  'There  is  a  representative  committee 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  which  has  regular  meetings  to  examine  the 
accounts,  &c.,  and  all  matters  affecting  the  canteen  are  supervised  and  approved  by 
myself 

The  profits  go  back  to  the  men  in  the  shape  of  musical  instruments,  games  and 
contributions  to  the  non-commissioned  officers'  and  men's  messes. 

TREES. 

Last  autumn  we  transplanted  from  the  river  bottoms  into  barracks  between  60 
and  70  trees,  varying  from  three  to  about  six  years  old,  Cottonwood  and  willows 
principally.  For  each  we  prepared  a  hole  three  feet  each  way,  thoroughly  saturated 
it  with  water  and  planted  the  tree  in  the  same  soil  in  which  it  had  been  gr<tvving. 
A  layer  of  prairie  soil  was  laid  on  the  top  and  just  beneath  this  a  six  inch  layer  of 
good  rotten  manure. 

In  the  spring  the  trees  were  cut  back  to  about  two  thirds  of  their  height  and 
the  laterals  to  the  first  or  second  eye.  They  were  weil  watered  all  the  summer  and 
not  one  failed  to  respond. 

Less  than  half  a  dozen  turned  out  to  be  weakly  and  these  I  have  replaced  this 
fall.  The  others  put  out  a  fair  amount  of  new  growth  and  I  am  in  hopes  they  will 
succeed.  Father  Vantighern  encourages  me  by  saying  that  he  has  had  trees  die  on 
his  hands  in  the  third  year  after  just  such  care  and  nursing,  but  I  think  it  may  be 
accepted  as  a  fact  that  if  our  trees  fail  no  one  else  need  waste  time  and  trouble  in 
trying  the  experiment  on  the  table  land.  The  value  of  a  good  many  hundred  doliare 
in  labour  has  been  expended  on  these  trees  and  private  persons  could  not  afford  the 
outlay. 

A  consignment  of  young  trees  and  ev^ergreens  arrived  from  the  Experimental 
Farm  at  Ottawa  in  the  spring,  and  of  these  we  planted  58  ashes,  elms  and  maples 
and  62  eveigreens. 

They  were  planted  with  great  care  in  the  most  sheltered  parts  of  the  barracks 
and  were  regularly  watered,  but  I  had  no  means  of  screening  the  evergreens  from 
the  sun.  About  a  dozen  cedars  and  two  or  three  Norway  spruces  are  holding  on  to- 
dear  life,  but  the  others  gave  up  the  struggle. 

I  think  the  elms,  ashes  and  maples  will  do  well. 
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We  have  just  planted  76'  more  cottonwoods  in  different  parts  of  the  barracks. 
I  beg  to  enclose  a  return  of  criminal  cases  disposed  of  in  this  district. 
Eeturn  of  distances  travelled  by  the  horses  of  the  Division,     (Not  Printed.) 
Distribution  state  of  the  Division  during  the  summer  months. 
The  medical  and  veterinaiy  officers'  reports  with  their  respective  estimates  are 
forwarded  separately. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  BUETON  DEANE, 

Superintendent  Commanding. 

The  Commissioner,  N.-W.M.  Police, 
Begina. 
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APPENDIX  "F." 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OP  SUPT.  S.  B.  STEELE,  COMMANDING  MACLEOD 

DISTEICT,  1890. 


North-West  Mountbd  Police  District  Office, 

Fort  Macleod,  COth  November,  1890. 

The  Commissioner, 

North-West  Mounted  Police, 
Eegina. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  this  district  for  the 
year  ending  30th  November,  1890. 

On  the  2nd  of  January  I  left  on  leave  of  absence  and  did  not  resume  command 
until  the  15th  of  May.  During  my  absence  the  district  was  commanded  by  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  and  Inspecting  Superintendent  Cotton. 

general  state  of  the  district.  ^   . 

To  properly  appreciate  the  orderly  state  of  this  district,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
into  consideration  all  the  influences  that  militate  against  a  settled  state  of  order  and 
which  are  to  be  found  in  their  most  developed  state  in  a  western  frontier  town.  The 
propinquity  of  the  International  boundary  and  the  sanctuary  so  long  afforded  by  the 
North- West  Territories  (prior  to  the  new  extradition  ti*eaty)  to  a  Targe  number  of 
individuals  to  whom  residence  on  United  States  territoiy  Avas  fraught  with  more 
danger  than  convenience,  and  whose  immigration  is  by  no  means  tended  to  raise  the 
moral  tone  of  any  district  selected  by  them  aa  a  place  of  residence.  The  neighbourhood 
of  two  large  Indian  Eeserves,  numbering  altogether  over  twenty-six  hundred  (2,600) 
Indians.  The  temptation  to  a  certain  class  to  smuggle  illicit  whisky  of  the  worst 
description  into  the  Territories.  The  existence  of  a  few  individuals  who  for  the 
sake  of  a  dollar  or  two  will  supply  the  Indians  with  all  the  intoxicants  they  desire, 
and  a  floating  population  off  the  ranches,  who  frequently  make  up  for  their  solitary 
life  on  the  i*anges  by  making  the  most  of  every  opportunity  for  conviviality  when 
they  come  to  town .  Yet  in  spite  of  these  drawbacks,  it  is  a  notable  fact  that  no 
Eastern  town  of  the  same  population  can  boast  of  a  much  more  orderly  record  and  in 
no  place  in  the  Dominion  is  life  and  property  more  respected. 

Owing  to  its  situation  and  the  almost  constant  westerly  wind  this  district  is 
wonderfully  healthy.  Macleod  though  an  unincorporated  town  of  less  than  four 
hundred  inhabitants  has  this  fall  gone  to  the  expense  of  draining  some  portions  of 
the  street  where  heretofore  after  heavy  rain,  unsightly  pools  used  to  remain  for  a 
considerable  time.  The  town  itself  is  slowly  increasing,  several  dwelling  houses 
have  been  built  during  the  year  and  the  erection  of  a  large  two-storey  school  house 
has  filled  a  long  felt  want.  Pincher  Creek  is  also  increasing  and  the  inhabitants 
have  added  several  substantial  buildings  during  the  year.  A  good  tnany  new  settlers 
have  taken  up  homesteads  and  put  up  buildings,  especially  towards  the  southern 
portion  of  the  district, 

crime. 

The  docket  of  crime  for  the  past  year  is  large,  but  none  of  the  offences  are  of  a 
very  serious  criminal  nature.  A  large  proportion  are  Indian  cases,  most  of  which 
are  the  "common  drunk."  There  is  no  doubt  that  Indians  were  able  in  spite  of 
the  stringent  prohibitory  law,  to  procure  intoxicants,  and  although  a  strict  watch  was 
maintained  and  an  occasional  individual  arrested  and  punished,  the  evil  did  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


62 


decrease.  The  real  culprits  in  this  nefarious  traffic  are  what  is  termed  "  squaw-men" 
(men  living  with  squaws)  and  others  who  are  married  to  half-breed  women.  These 
women  readily  act  as  agents,  and  speaking  the  language  and  being  closely  connected 
with  the  various  tribes,  their  houses  soon  become  a  rendezvous  for  idle  and  ditsolate 
Indians  and  half-breeds,  and  being  themselves  in  that  debateable  land  between 
savagery  and  civilization,  possibly  do  not  realize  the  heinousness  and  danger  to  the 
community  in  ministering  to  an  Indian's  craving  for  fire-water.  By  employing 
Indians  as  detectives  I  have  succeeded  in  almost  entirely  breaking  up  this  infamous 
trade,  for  though  it  is  difficult  at  all  times  to  secure  a  conviction,  yet  the  expense, 
notoriety  and  annoyance  of  being  arrested  and  having  to  employ  counsel  for  their 
defence  has  had  a  most  beneficial  effect. 

In  September  two  men  tried  to  run  in  a  cargo  of  whisky  from  Montana.  The 
Police  were  thoroughly  advised  of  their  coming  and  had  taken  measures  to  ensure 
their  capture,  but  an  Indian  boy  while  hunting  horses  came  accidentally  on  their 
camp  and  seeing  the  kegs,  rode  off  and  informed  some  Bloods  who  seized  the  liquor. 
Two  chiefs  anived  in  time  to  secure  two  of  the  kegs  and  made  prisoners  of  the  white 
men  who  they  carried  before  Mr.  Pocklington  their  Agent,  who  in  turn  ti-ansferred 
them  to  the  Police.  The  Indians  got  away  with  the  balance  of  the  liquor,  the  result 
being  that  several  paid  the  penalty  of  a  small  orgy  by  a  term  in  the  guard-room. 

The  crimes  that  are  common  in  older  and  more  settled  countries  are  happily  rare 
or  unheard  of  here :  murder,  robbery  with  violence  or  from  the  person,  arson, 
embezzlement,  forgery,  trespass,  perjury,  riot  and  rape,  and  in  their  place  we  have 
to  contend  with  cattle-killing,  horse-stealing,  smuggUng,  breaches  of  the  Indian  Act 
and  infringement  of  the  liquor  laws  peculiar  to  a  prohibition  country. 

On  the  11th  of  May  and  four  days  prior  to  my  return  from  the  Eastern  Prov- 
inces, a  daring  burglary  was  committed  by  a  man  natned  Maclean  aided  by  outside 
parties,  in  the  Orderly  Eoom.  A  small  iron  express  safe  containing  upwards  of 
1 1,700  was  carried  off,  broken  open,  the  contents  abstracted  and  the  sale  thrown  into 
the  river.  Maclean  was  followed  into  Montana  by  Inspector  Macpherson  and  there 
arrested  on  our  representations  by  the  American  authorities,  and  subsequently 
extradited  and  brought  back  to  this  Post.  He  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Macleod, 
and  on  pleading  guilty,  was  sentenced  to  five  years  in  the  Penitentiary  at  Stony 
Mountain.  One  Robert  Carter  was  held  as  an  accomplice,  and  in  spite  of  strong  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  and  although  Maclean  was  placed  in  the  witness  box  and  ^ave 
a  minute  account  of  every  detail  of  the  robbery,  charging  Carter  as  the  instigator 
and  abettor,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "not  guilty."     During  his  confinement 

E ending  his  trial.  Carter  was  regularly  searched  and  everything  taken  from 
im,  yet  almost  immediately  after  the  case  was  concluded  he  produced  a 
roll  of  notes  that  was  suspiciously  like  the  amount  his  share  of  the  robbery  would 
have  amounted  to,  and  as  this  money  was  damp  and  earthy  it  looked  strongly  as  if  it 
had  been  "  cached  "  pending  the  result  of  the  trial.  One  Bertrand,  who  was  ari^eeted 
in  Montana  with  Maclean  and  extradited  as  an  accomplice  was  also  acquitted. 

Undoubtedly  more  convictions  would  be  obtained  where  the  Police  either  lay 
information  or  act  as  prosecutors,  especially  in  liquor  cases  or  in  cases  of  selling  in- 
toxicants to  Indians,  were  we  authorized  to  employ  counsel  as  we  are  in  the  case  of 
persons  accused  of  setting  fire  to  the  prairie;  but  where  a  constable  has  to  oppose 
only  plain  facts  to  the  persuasive  eloquence  and  trained  acumen  of  an  able  advocate, 
the  odds  are  naturally  against  him.  When  officers  of  the  Mounted  Police  are  acting 
as  Magistrates,  it  behoves  them  to  be  careflil  not  to  show  the  least  partizanship  to 
their  own  men,  and  in  this  they  are  scrupulous  to  a  degree. 

The  amendment  to  the  Summaiy  Convictions  Act  last  Session  of  Parliament 
should  be  of  great  advantage,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  tested  here,  no  appeals  having 
been  heai-d  in  this  district  since  the  amendment  was  passed.  Prior  to  its  coming 
into  force,  legal  quibbles  were  taken  advantage  of  and  appeals  made  on  the  slightest 
foundation. 
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PATROLS  AND  0UTP0RT8. 

The  following  detachments  were  supplied  from  this  Post  during  the  year: 
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St.  Mary's  
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Milk  River 
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Flying  Patrols ! 
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I 

Total 

2 

1 

6 

5 

35 

2 

6 

48 

I  am  happy  to  state,  that  I  have  not  received  a  single  complaint  from  outside 
parties  of  misbehaviour  or  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  either  non-commissioned 
officer  or  man  on  detachment,  on  the  contrary,  the  settlers  are  unanimous  in  according 
them  every  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties. 

Inspector  White-Fraser,  of  "  H  "  Division,  has  been  stationed  at  Pincher  Creek 
in  charge  of  the  detachment  in  that  district,  including  Pincher  Creek,  Kootenai, 
Big  Bend  and  Porcupine  Hills.  On  the  2l8t  October,  this  officer  left  for  England  on 
three  months  leave  of  absence  and  was  relieved  temporarily  by  Inspector  Morris. 
Inspector  Macpherson  is  in  charge  of  the  Southern  Division,  consisting  of  St.  Mary's, 
Stand  Off,  Lees  Creek,  Milk  Kiver  and  Pot  Hole.  These  officers  are  constantly 
travelling  around  the  detachments  under  their  command,  inspecting  them,  receiving 
reports  from  the  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  and  advising  them  in  case 
anything  unusual  occurs.  In  addition  to  this,  they  constantly  make  patrols  into 
different  parts  of  their  districts,  and  by  keeping  up  a  friendly  intercourse  with  the 
settlere,  are  enabled  to  cement  the  high  respect  that  has  ever  been  shown  throughout 
this  district  for  the  Police. 

Two  flying  patrols  consisting  of  two  or  three  Indians  under  Sergt.  Cotter 
or  Scout  Denny  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  maintaining  a  vigilant  scouting 
party  both  by  night  and  day  on  the  look  out  for  cattle-killing  or  hoi*se-stealing. 
They  have  proved  most  useful  too  in  searching  for  lost  horses. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  work  done  by  S.  Sergt.  Hilliard  in  charge  of 
the  Stand  Off  detachment.  There  is  a  lot  of  hard  and  often  irksome  work  to  be  per- 
formed on  this  outpost  as  it  is  close  to  the  Blood  Agency  and  constant  arrests  have 
to  be  made  and  vigilant  watch  kept  at  all  times.  1  can  say  that  S.  Sergt.  Hilliard 
has  at  all  times  performed  his  duties  cheerfully  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction  and  has 
gained  the  respect  of  both  white  settlers  and  Indians. 

Praise  is  due  to  all  the  non-commissioned  officere  in  charge  of  detachments 
who  have*  without  exception  done  their  duty  without  fear  or  favor  and  have  kept  the 
detachment  buildings  in  a  highly  satisfactory  state. 

Inspectors  White-Fraser  and  Macpherson  have  by  their  vigilance  saved  me 
from  great  anxiety.  The  former  officer  has  acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  from 
pereonal  knowledge  and  the  universal  expressions  of  good  will  has  proved  the 
•esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  classes  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
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Inspector  Macphersoii,  in  addition  to  maintaining  a  careful  watch  over  the  cot- 
posts  under  his  command,  has  made  two  or  three  trips  across  the  line  with  satis- 
factory results.  During  a  somewhat  prolonged  absence  when  securing  the  extradi- 
tion of  Maclean  and  Bertrand,  he  was  .relieved  by  Inspector  Morris. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THB    INDIAN   DEPARTMENT. 

On  the  21st  July  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Springett,  the  Agentat  the  Peigan 
Agency,  stating  that  the  chiefs  treaty  medal  was  in  possession  of  an  Indian  named 
"  Crow  Shoes  "  and  he  wished  to  recover  it.  I  immediately  sent  out  a  party  to  ob- 
tain it  and  thev  returned  the  next  day  accompanied  by  "Crow  Shoes"  and  a  large 
following  to  talk  the  matter  over.  I  pointed  out  firmly  that  I  could  not  discuss  the 
matter  with  them  and  that  the  medal  must  be  given  up  at  once.  It  was  relactantly 
handed  over  and  sent  to  Mr.  Springett. 

On  the  6th  October  two  escorts  under  the  command  of  Inspector  Matthews  and 
Sergt.  Major  Hetherington,  respectively,  left  for  Kipp  to  meet  an  escort  of  "  K  " 
Division  and  receive  the  treaty  money  for  the  Bloods  and  Peigans.  Inspector  Mat- 
thews and  party  proceeded  to  the  Blood  Agency  and  remained  there  till  the  pay- 
ments were  completed.  Sergt.  Major  Hetherington  doing  the  same  thing  at  the 
Peigan  Agency.    Everything  passed  off  quietly. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   THB   CUSTOMS  DEPARTMENT. 

On  the  29th  of  August  an  escort  under  Sergt.  Waite  of  "  H  "  Division,  compo;^6d 
of  seven  constables,  one  special  constable  as  packer  in  chaige  of  the  pack  train, 
eleven  horses  and  eleven  pack  animals  started  to  escort  the  Hon.  Mackenzie  Bowel), 
Minister  of  Customs,  Mr.  Parmalee,  Deputy  Commissioner,  and  Capt.  Young,  In- 
spector, through  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  into  British  Columbia.  On  the  18th  Septem- 
ber I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Hon.  the  Minister  saying  that  they  had  ai-rived 
safely  at  Eevelstoke  **  With  good  and  careful  management,  no  mishap."  The  Hon. 
the  Minister  was  pleased  to  express  himnelf  well  pleased  with  the  emcient  manner 
the  escort  had  performed  its  auties.  Sergt.  Waite  and  party  returned  on  the  4th 
October.    The  distance  travelled  was  over  600  miles. 

The  non-commissioned  officei*s  in  charge  of  the  Southern  frontier  outposts 
have  reported  regularly  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  all  arrivals  and  departures 
in  and  out,  including  lists  of  property,  and  from  what  has  been  expressed  to  me  bj 
officials  of  the  Department,  this  aftsistance  has  been  fully  appreciated. 

Asst.  Veterinary  Surgeon  Wroughton  has  made  all  necessary  inspections  of 
cattle  under  the  quarantine  regulations. 

DISCIPLINB   AND    CONDUCT. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  a  marked  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  the 
men  under  my  command  since  last  year.  I  attribute  this  to  a  certain  extent  to  the 
weeding  out  of  a  few  objectionable  characters,  three  or  four  of  whom  deserted  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  one  or  two  others  who  took  their  discharge  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  term  of  sei'vice.  These  men  were  a  standing  bad  example  to  recruits, 
and  their  departure  was  at  once  felt  for  the  better.  Another  reason  is  that  the  men 
have  now  a  comfortable  recreation  room,  supplied  with  illustrated  and  daily  papers, 
in  which  they  can  spend  their  evenings.  There  is  a  great  want  of  a  library  of  well 
bound  books  of  standard  authors  and  books  of  reference.  No  force  that  I  know  of 
numbers  among  its  ranks  so  many  intelligent  and  well  educated  men,  there  being 
hardly  a  profession  that  is  not  represented  amongst  the  rank  and  file,  and  with  a  few 
good  books  of  reference  these  men  could  not  only  keep  touch  of  what  they  have 
already  studied,  to  their  future  benefit,  but  could  materially  assist  in  the  education 
of  those  of  their  comrades  who  have  been  less  fortunate  and  are  willing  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunity.  Previous  additions  to  our  library  have  consisted  as  a  role 
of  a  few  volumes  of  paper  covered  novels  which  have  become  mutilatcki  and  destroyed 
in  a  very  short  time. 
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As  reported  elsewhere,  the  strength  of  both  Divisions  has  been  very  much 
reduced,  and  this  has  thrown  additional  work  on  others,  so  that  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  grant  the  men  many  privileges  in  the  way  of  relaxation,  and  though  I  have 
made  an  effort  to  allow  them  time  to  play  in  one  or  two  cricket  matches  it  has  al- 
ways increased  the  burdens  of  those  lett  in  the  barracks.  They  have  invariably  done 
their  duty  cheerfully  and  well.  I  hope  before  long  to  see  both  Divisions  made  up 
to  their  full  strength,  so  that  the  men  can  have  the  proper  amount  of  rest  and  be 
granted  an  occasional  day  for  sport  or  pastime. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  insubordination,  and  all  ranks  have  been  prompt 
and  obedient  to  those  in  authority  over  them. 

DRILLS,  TARGET   PRACTICE,  ETC. 

Owing  to  both  Divisions  being  so  much  under  their  nominal  strength,  I  have 
not  had  the  men  available  to  put  them  through  a  proper  course  of  mounted  and 
dismounted  drill.  During  the  early  spring  while  the  Assistant-Commissioner  was  in 
command  most  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  went  through  a  course  of 
setting  up  drill. 

The  annual  target  practice  like  the  annual  drill  has  had  to  a  great  extent  to  be 
sacrificed ;  however  it  is  still  being  carried  out,  and  those  who  have  completed  their 
course  have  made  very  fair  averages. 

I  would  suggest  thai  the  present  system  of  target  practice  be  changed  and  that 
before  a  recruit  be  passed  at  the  Depot,  he  shall  not  only  be  thoroughly  posted  in 
judging  distance  and  position  drill,  but  that  during  his  first  course  he  be  made  to 
fire  at  least  five  hundred  rounds  at  the  various  ranges  under  careful  instruction. 
By  this  means  he  will  have  become  as  proficient  as  it  is  possible  for  him  to  be,  and 
he  will  have  gained  confidence  both  in  himself  and  his  weapon.  If  this  were  carried 
out  I  am  convinced  it  would  result  not  only  in  better  marksmen  but  in  a  saving  of 
ammunition  as  when  once  the  art  of  marksmanship  has  been  acquired,  a  veiy 
few  rounds  at  intervals  will  be  sufficient  to  let  a  man  keep  up  what  be  has  once 
learned,  for  shooting  like  swimming  or  any  other  art  once  thoroughly  acquired  wilL 
never  be  forgotten.  Unless  a  man  has  a  special  aptitude  for  it  this  can  only  be  done 
by  being  thoroughly  ingrafted  at  first,  otherwise  my  experience  has  taught  me  that 
the  annual  practice  is  but  lost  labour.  By  the  time  a  man  has  fired  his  ten  rounds 
at  each  range  and  corrected  his  errors  as  far  as  he  can,  his  practice  for  the  season  is 
over  and  he  recommences  next  year  no  better  off.  In  this  opinion  I  am  sustained 
by  some  of  the  best  shots  in  Canada  with  whom  I  have  otten  discussed  so  important 
a  matter.    This  applies  with  equal  force  to  revolver  practice. 

Inspectors  Morris  and  Matthews  have  performed  the  duties  of  musketry 
instructors  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  men  of  both  Divisions  is  very  ffood,  the  average  height 
beinff  5  feet  95  inches  and  the  chest  measurement  385  inches. 

The  men  are  mostly  young  and  active  and  of  splendid  constitutions  and  well 
able  to  perform  the  arduous  duties  entailed  on  them. 

As  a  whole  the  men  in  this  command  are  as  fine  a  lot  of  men  as  any  officer  could 
desire  to  have  under  him. 

I  would  suggest,  however,  that  the  age  clause  be  strictly  carried  out,  especially 
for  this  district,  and  that  the  men  sent  here  are  if  possible  those  who  have  seen  some- 
what of  the  world.  The  Western  men  they  come  in  contact  with  are  rough  and 
ready  and  hold  inexperienced  youths  in  great  contempt. 

RECRUITS. 

Three  men  were  recruited  at  this  post,  two  of  whom  were  sent  to  Eegina,  the 
remaining  one,  Constable  Hamilton,  is  doing  duty  in  "D"  Division  as  a  teamster, 
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HEALTH. 


For  state  of  health  of  this  command,  see  report  of  Staff  Sergeant  Braithwaite  in 
medical  charge  herewith. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

The  saddlery  of  both  Divisions  is  in  good  condition,  but  twenty  more  double 
cinch  saddles  are  required  for  ''  D  "  Division.  The  new  stirrups  sent  up  are  covered 
with  galvanized  iron  and  do  not  match  those  on  the  saddles  at  present  supplied  to 
the  Division. 

Both  Divisions  are  well  supplied  with  double  and  four-in-hand  harness,  but  two 
sets  of  single  harness  are  badly  needed. 

Some  new  horse  blankets  are  required  to  replace  those  worn  out. 

All  our  requirements  arc  i*equisitioned  and  estimated  for. 

RATIONS   AND   LIGHT. 

The  provisions  have  been  supplied  on  contract  and  have  been,  with  very  occa- 
sional exceptions,  of  invariable  good  quality.  The  contractors  have  at  all  times 
shown  themselves  ready  to  do  eveiything  in  their  power  to  make  everything  satis- 
factory to  us. 

CLOTHING   AND    KIT. 

I  would  suggest  that  if  possible  a  larger  supply  be  sent  up  each  spnng  at  a? 
early  a  date  as"  possible,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  oe  kept  on  hand  to  meet  any 
demands  likely  to  be  made  on  the  store. 

The  clothing  received  is  of  fair  quality,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  articles. 

I  would  suggest  that  in  lieu  of  three  tunics  issued  to  each  man  during  his  five 
years  service,  the  number  be  reduced  to  two,  one  on  his  engagement  and  one  on  his 
third  year's  issue,  and  its  place  be  supplied  with  a  good  serviceable  cowboy  hat. 
These  hats  can  be  procured  in  the  United  States  at  a  low  rate ;  in  fact,  one  house  in 
Helena  offers  to  supply  them  at  $48  a  dozen  in  lots  of  200,  and  I  know  from  expe- 
rience that  they  are  better  and  more  serviceable  than  any  that  can  be  procured  Id 
Canada  at  $6  each.  I  would  also  strongly  recommend  that  the  men  be  supplied  with 
a  neat,  sei-viceable  prairie  uniform,  consisting  of  a  dark  brown  or  grey  cord  Norfolk 
iacket  with  pockets,  a  pair  of  breeches  of  the  same  material  made  like  modern 
hunting  breeches,  tight  at  the  knee,  with  plenty  of  room  above  so  that  they  do  not 
drag  when  a  man  mounts.  This,  with  a  cowboy  hat,  would  affoM  the  men  a  comfort- 
able and  appropriate  dress  and  would  ensure  their  always  presenting  a  neat,  work- 
manlike appearance. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  present  serge  be  abolished.  No  man  however  tidj 
can  keep  one  clean  and  tidy  for  three  months.  The  slightest  stain  shows  on  them 
and  they  easily  get  baggy  and  out  of  shape ;  the  result  is  that  a  man  is  either  taxed 
a  good  deal  annually  in  purchasing  new  ones  or  loses  his  neat  soldierlike  appearance. 

All  the  men  of  this  command  have  provided  themselves  with  a  unifomi  pattern 
of  cowboy  hat,  and  have  derived  great  benefit  from  them  while  patrolling  during  the 
warm  weather. 

ARMS,  AMMUNITION  AND   ARTILLERY. 

This  command  is  fully  supplied  with  the  Winchester  carbine  and  Enfield 
revolver. 

I  would  again  suggest  the  importance  of  substituting  another  weapon  for  the 
Winchester  carbine  now  in  use,  and  would  recommend  that  the  one  chosen  by  the 
Imperial  Service  be  the  one  selected.  There  is  no  doubt  that  such  an  arm  would 
only  be  decided  on  after  the  most  mature  consideration  and  the  advice  of,the  most 
qualified  experts. 

I  beg  to  recommend  that  the  plan  of  carrying  the  revolver  on  the  left  side  be 
changed.    The  left  side  is  most  inconvenient  for  a  mounted  man  who  must   either 
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carry  it  so  far  forwaixi  that  it  points  directly  over  his  thigh,  and  if  shifted  into  a 
safer  position  further  back  it  is  out  of  reach.  Very  slight  alteration  in  the  present 
holsters  would  efteet  this  change. 

Inspectors  Morris  and  Matthews  in  charge  of  the  annual  target  practice  report 
the  ammunition  as  fairly  satisfactorj-. 

Our  artilleiy  branch  consists  of  two  9-pounder  M.  L.  R.  guns  and  two  bronze 
mortars  which  are  in  serviceable  condition.  There  is  plenty  of  ammunition  for  these 
in  the  magazine.  We  have  no  ammunition  waggons,  nor  are  they  in  my  opinion 
needed. 

INCREASED   RATES   OP  PAY. 

All  men  entitled  to  good  conduct  pay  during  the  year  have  received  it  in  accor- 
dance with  existing  orders. 

DEFERRED  PAY. 

I  would  suggest  that  instead  of  adding  a  man's  good  conduct  pay  to  the  amount 
handed  to  him  every  month,  it  be  held  over  as  deferred  pay,  so  that  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  sei'vice  there  would  be,  in  spite  of  himself,  quite  a  sum  of  money 
coming  to  him.  This  would  also  have  a  satisfactory  effect  in  putting  a  stop  to 
desertions.  $15  a  month  is  quite  sufficient  for  a  constable's  needs  in  this  country, 
and  as  a  rule  the  balance,  if  spent  at  all,  is  practically  thrown  away. 

INSPECTIONS. 

The  Post,  stores  and  command  were  inspected  on  the  following  dates :  By 
yourself  on  5th  February,  17th  June,  29th  July  and  10th  November;  by  the  Comp- 
troller on  29th  July.  The  hospital  and  medical  stores  by  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes  on 
the  Ist  September. 

The  outposts  were  inspected  regularly  by  the  officers  placed  directly  in  charge 
and  by  myself  on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  and  by  other  officers  detailed  at 
uncertain  times,  and  on  eveiy  occasion  have  been  found  in  a  most  satisfactory 
condition. 

The  officer  or  non  commissioned  officer  in  medical  charge  inspects  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Barracks  and  guard  room  weekly  and  reports  result  in  writing. 

I  personally  inspect  the  Barracks  thoroughly  once  a  week,  visiting  the  men's 
rooms  and  messes,  guard  room,  stables  and  artisans  shops,  and  seldom  have  had  any 
occasion  to  find  fault.  I  have  also  made  visits  at  uncertain  times  with  an  equally 
satisfactory  result. 

The  orderly  officer  inspects  the  Barracks,  hospital,  messes  and  stables  daily,  and 
is  also  present  at  the  issue  of  i*ations  and  forage. 

Omcers  commanding  Divisions  inspect  their  saddlery  and  harness  weekly,  and 
the  kits  as  often  as  possible. 

The  herd  is  visited  frequently  during  the  week  by  the  orderly  officer  and  Assis- 
tant Yeterinary  Surgeon.  There  is  a  muster  parade  of  horses  as  often  as  it  is  neces- 
saiT,  when  the  brands,  shoeing  &c.,  are  carefully  inspected  by  the  Commanding 
Officer,  accompanied  by  all  the  officers  present. 

DESERTIONS. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  only  five  desertions  have  taken  place  from  the  two 
Divisions  under  my  command.  Oi  these  two  have  since  been  arrested.  Constable 
Purdy.  of  "  H  "  Division,  attempted  to  desert  in  March  but  was  captured  before  he 
got  to  the  International  boundary,  brought  back  and  sentenced  by  Inspecting  Super- 
intendent Cotton  to  nine  months'  hard  labour.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  for  so 
good  a  showing  is,  as  before  stated,  the  departure  of  several  objectionable  characters 
who  bred  discontent  wherever  they  went.  The  men,  too,  as  a  whole,  have  been  far 
more  contented.  Lettere  received  by  membei'S  of  the  command  from  men  who  have 
deserted  and  are  working  in  Montana  do  not  paint  things  there  as  all  couleur  de  rose. 
From  reliable  information  I  learn* that  were  it  not  for  the  heavy  punishment  awaiting 
them  several  deserters  would  willingly  give  themselves  up. 
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SAVINGS   BANKi   DEPOSITS. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  have  been  deposited  through  the 
Department  in  the  different  banks : — 

*'D"  Division $2,319  53 

"H"  Division    1,971  00 

Tot^l  $4,290  53 

HORSES. 

The  actual  strength  of  horses  of  this  command  is  as  follows  : — 

**D"  Division,  saddle 50 

''D"  Division,  team 37 

^'  D"  Division,  pack  animals 15 

"  H  "  Division,  saddle 50 

"11"  Division,  team  43 

Total 195 

With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  horses,  that  I  would  recommend  should  be 
cast,  the  horses  of  both  Divisions  are  in  excellent  condition. 

The  total  mileage  of  the  horses  travelled  by  both  Divisions  on  duty  is  406,445 
miles. 

MUes. 

•'D"  Division  203,814 

"H  "  Division 202,631 

The  horses  purchased  this  year  for  this  command  have,  with  one  exception, 
proved  a  serviceable  lot  and  are  well  adapted  for  the  requirements  of  the  service. 

Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon  Wrough  ton,  who  has  recently  been  appointed  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  for  this  district  by  the  Honourable  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
under  Sec.  1,  Chap.  18  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  the  North-West  Territories,  has 
been  most  attentive  to  his  duties,  and  at  all  times  ready  to  proceed  at  a  moment'? 
notice  wherever  called.  This  officer  is  also  in  medical  charge  of  the  horses  oi 
"K  *'  Division,  and  is  frequently  called  on  by  that  Division. 

GARDENS. 

Our  garden  at  this  Post  was  not  altogether  a  success  this  year  as  being  new 
ground  it  suffered  from  the  drought,  however,  the  fresh  vegetables  raised  in  it  were 
a  great  boon  to  all  ranks. 

With  the  exception  of  Pincher  Creek  every  outpost  is  now  supplied  with 
a  garden,  all  of  which  have  been  ploughed  up  and  prepared  this  fall  i"eady  for 
spading  over  and  planting  in  the  spring. 

TRANSPORT. 

All  the  transport  has  been  thoroughly  painted  and  overhauled  this  year  and  is 
in  a  fair  state  of  repair.  Of  heavy  and  medium  transport  I  have  sufficient  for  our 
requirements,  but  am  in  want  of  two  light  double  buckooards. 

FORAGE. 

The  oat  contract  for  the  year  1890-91  was  awarded  to  a  Manitoba  firm,  who 
have  already  delivered  quite  a  quantity,  which  seems  to  be  of  fair  quality. 

A  full  supply  of  hay  was  put  up  at  the  Post  at  an  average  price  of  $13.60  per 
ton,  and  is  well  stacked  and  of  as  good  quality  as  can  be  procured  in  the  district,  ail 
of  it  being  hauled  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Pincher  Creek.  Hay  was  put  up  at 
all  the  outposts,  the  total  amount  being  195  tons,  at  an  average  price  of  $11.35.        / 
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Hay  issued  at  this  post  is  weighed  out  at  each  stable  hour. 

Supt.  Macdonell,  assisted  by  Inspector  Matthews  and  Assistant  Veterinary  Sur- 

feon  WroughtOD,  have  acted  as  a  permanent  board  on  all  the  hay  delivered  at  this 
'est,  and  have  carefully  examined  every  load  received.  The  duty  has  been 
particularly  unpleasant  this  year  owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  hay  which  had  to 
be  refused,  both  at  this  Post  and  on  detachment,  on  account  of  being  affected  by 
the  wet. 

Supt.MacdonelljWith  Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon  Wrouffhtonand  the  Inspector 
in  command  of  whatever  district  the  aetachment  was  situated  in  (Inspectors  White- 
Fraser  or  Macpherson),  composed  the  boai'd  on  hay  delivered  to  outposts,  measuring 
each  stack  as  soon  as  it  had  stood  the  requisite  time.  Each  load  delivered  to  the 
detachments  was  camfully  examined  by  either  the  non-commissioned  oflScer  in 
charge  or  a  constable  appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose. 

STABLES. 

There  is  at  present  stable  accommodation,  including  infirmary  stable,  for  115 
horses. 

"  H  "  Division  stable  has  been  completely  renovated  and  refitted  similar  to  the 
new  stable  erected  last  year  for  "  D*'  Division.  A  large  saddlp  room  has  been  added 
BO  that  both  stables  are  as  compact  as  possible. 

GENERAL    EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  is  very  good.  "  D  "  Division  has  only  ten  carbine  buckets 
and  "  H  "  rone  at  all  but  these  are  never  used  at  this  Post,  the  method  of  carrying 
the  carbine  when  mounted  being  to  strap  it  on  the  horn  of  the  saddle,  a  practice  open 
to  almost  as  many  objections  as  the  bucket,  as  it  is  very  much  in  the  way  in  close 
order  and  presents  a  serious  obstacle  in  mounting  a  restive  horse.  I  would  suggest 
that  some  more  satisfactory  means  of  carrying  this  arm  be  devised  and  the  way  it 
is  often  carried  by  the  cowboys  from  the  other  side,  slung  alongside  the  horse,  butt 
to  the  front  with  the  muzzle  in  a  short  bucket,  seems  open  to  less  objection  than  any 
other.  The  scouts  in  General  Strange's  column  during  the  late  rebellion,  carried 
their  carbines  in  this  cowboy  fashion  and  found  it  much  better  than  any  other  plan. 

BARRACK    FURNITURE. 

The  barrack  furniture  is  in  good  condition,  but  I  would  again  strongly  recom- 
mend that  more  suitable  furniture  be  procured,  such  as  iron  cots,  tables  and  benches 
with  iron  legs,  and  coal  boxes  on  small  truck  wheels  so  that  they  could  be  easily 
drawn  out  of  the  way  when  the  rooms  are  being  scrubbed  out  or  swept.  Under  the 
present  condition  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  barrack  room  a  smart  appearance. 

FUEL. 

With  the  exception  of  two  hundred  tons,  the  coal  this  year  is  being  supplied 
from  the  Sheran  mme  and  is  satisfactory.  Pincher  Creek  has  been  supplied  from 
Christie's  mine.  Big  Bend  and  Kootenai  are  receiving  their  supply  from  Eouleau's 
mine  at  Kootenai,  hauled  by  our  own  teams. 

TELEPHONES. 

There  is  no  Government  telephone  at  this  post. 

TELEORAPH   LINES. 

The  only  telegraph  line  in  this  District  is  that  of  the  Alberta  Eiailway  and  Coal 
CoDQpany  (Gait  line)  which  connects  Macleod  with  Lethbridge  and  from  there  to  all 
points  east  and  west. 

FIRE    PROTECTION. 

The  appliances  for  use  in  case  of  fire  consist  of  fire  engine,  hose  reel,  with  500 
feet  of  hose,  Babcocks,  hand  grenades,  fire  pails,  axes  and  ladders.     Babcocks  are 
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kept  in  the  guard -room,  recreation-room  and  hospital,  and  fire  pails  in  the  principal 
buildings,  fiie  axes  and  hand  grenades  are  hung  m  the  most  accessible  spots.  Each 
building  is  supplied  with  roof  ladders  and  others  to  reach  from  the  gi-ound  to  the 
eaves.  Every  available  coal  oil  barrel  is  utilized,  filled  with  water  during  the  sum- 
mer months  and  placed  in  some  convenient  situation.  A  large  tank  with  a  capacity 
of  3,750  gallons  has  been  sunk  close  to  the  pump  house  for  the  use  of  the  fire  engine, 
and  a  powerful  double  cylinder  pump  put  into  the  well.  Our  present  length  of  nose 
is  too  short  to  reach  the  hospital,  and  300  additional  feet  is  urgently  required. 
The  new  detachment  buildings  are  supplied  with  Babcocks  and  fire  pails. 

WATER   SUPPLY. 

Water  for  the  horses  is  supplied  from  the  well  in  the  centre  of  the  barrack 
square,  but  as  this  is  unsuitable  for  drinking  purposes,  all  water  for  domestic  use 
is  hauled  from  a  spring  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  barracks. 

E0AD8  AND   BRIDGES. 

I  would  suggest  that  some  definite  action  be  taken  in  the  matter  of  the  preser- 
vation of  important  and  well-established  trails,  such  as  the  mail  routes  to  I^incher 
Creek  and  Leth bridge,  the  trail  to  the  International  boundary  vid  St.  Mary's,  and 
the  trail  to  the  Blackfoot  Crossing,  also  the  old  "Mill  trail"  through  the  Porca- 
pine  Hills.  As  the  law  is  at  present  interpreted,  any  settler  on  whose  land  a  trail 
runs,  provided  it  is  not  on  a  surveyed  road  allowance,  can  fence  across  it.  As  the 
road  concessions  are  pai'allel  lines  that  take  no  consideration  of  fords,  cut-banks  or 
mountains,  it  is  obvious  that  they  cannot  be  of  the  slightest  use  in  a  country  inter- 
sected with  deep  rivers  that  can  only  be  safely  crossed  at  a  limited  number  of  fords 
miles  apart.  The  regular  established  trails  sprang  up  with  the  first  signs  of  settle- 
ment, and  were  selected  as  the  most  convenient  and  practicable  routes  to  certain 
important  points.  Now,  if  a  river  can  only  bo  forded  in  one  place,  the  settler  on 
whose  homestead  it  is  is  master  of  the  situation,  and  if  inclined  to  be  churlish,  can 
fence  across  and  close  all  travel.  Already  the  old  trail  to  Pincher  Creek  has  been 
closed  in  this  way,  and  several  minor  trails  are  altogether  blocked. 

The  great  drawback  to  travel  in  this  district  is  the  want  of  bridges,  especially 
across  the  Old  Man's  River  at  Macleod,  over  the  Kootenai  at  Stand  On,  and  over  the 
Belly  at  St.  Mary's,  the  main  trail  to  the  United  States,  also  over  the  Kootenai  at 
the  Kootenai  detachment,  which  is  the  only  means  of  communication  with  the  Koo- 
tenai Lake  country,  now  much  used  on  account  of  the  recent  discoveries  of  coal  oil. 
These  rivers,  though  fordable  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  become  deep  and 
dangerous  torrents  as  soon  as  the  snow  melts  in  the  mountains,  and  every  year  there 
is  more  or  less  loss  either  of  human  life  or  valuable  stock. 

FERRIES. 

There  are  two  ferries  in  this  district,  one  at  Kipp  and  one  at  Macleod,  both 
crossing  the  Old  Man's  River.  The  one  at  Kipp  has  been  improved  this  year,  but 
the  other  is  seldom  in  working  order  when  most  needed. 

LIQUOR   LAWS. 

Owing  to  the  permit  system  and  the  protection  thus  affoi*ded,  the  prosecutions 
under  the  North-West  Territories  Act  have  been  few,  especially  as  the  sympathy  of 
the  majority  of  all  classes  is  with  those  who  sell  liquor  or  otherwise  evade  what  they 
consider  an  objectionable  law,  and  this  is  always  strongly  evinced  at  every  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  Police  to  enforce  them.  None  of  the  saloon-keepers  have  any  trouble 
in  borrowing  a  permit  to  cover  any  liquor  they  may  have  in  the  house  at  the  time 
it  is  searched,  and  although  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  may  refuse  the 
owners  of  such  permits  the  privilege  again,  it  will  only  result  in  some  still  more 
ingenious  device  to  evade  the  law,  and  the  only  remedy  seems  either  a  high  license 
which  would  effectively  close  all  but  the  most  respectable  places  of  entertainment, 
or  rigorous  prohibition  which  would  leave  no  loop-hole  of  escape. 
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There  has  been  a  marked  falling  off  this  year  in  the  efforts  to  smuggle  into  the 
Territories  the  decoctions  (called  whiskey)  from  Montana. 

SETTLERS   AND   CROPS. 

The  prospects  of  ranchers  and  settlers  for  the  coming  year,  as  far  as  stock  is  con- 
cerned, are  most  excellent.  The  loss  trom  the  severity  of  last  winter  is  less  than  was 
anticipated,  and  the  calf  and  colt  crop  at  both  spring  and  fall  round-up  exceeded  the 
most  sanguine  expectations.  The  pasture  had  been  above  the  average  this  year,  and 
cattle  should  winter  in  good  heart.  Horses  are  always  less  affected  by  winter  than 
horned  stock,  and  many  ranchers  have  found  good  markets  for  their  increase.  The 
estimated  increase  of  stock  varies  from  25  to  50  per  cent.  The  total  number  of  horses 
in  this  district  is  7,729,  and  of  cattle  73,822. 

The  crop  of  cereals  has  been  an  almost  complete  failure  owing  to  the  continual 
drought  in  July  and  August.     As  a  matter  of  fact  nearly  every  farmer  had  to  cut  - 
his  grain  green  for  fodder,  while  the  few  that  threshed  out  their  gi'ain  hardly 
recovered  the  seed.     The  root  crop  is  light,  but  what  there  is  of  it  is  of  good 
quality. 

The  universal  opinion  of  agriculturists  in  this  district  is  that  soil  and  climate 
are  well  adapted  for  raising  crops,  and  if  a  system  of  irrigation  could  be  introduced, 
this  country  would  be  a  farmer's  paradise. 

I  append  a  comparative  table  of  acreage  showing  an  increase  of  30  per  cent,  of 
tilled  land. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  reports  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  in  charge  of  the  various  outposts : — 

Stand  Off. 

"  The  crops  in  this  section  of  the  country  are  very  poor  this  year,  none  of  the 
farmers  allowing  their  grain  to  ripen.  It  has  all  been  cut  green  for  feed.  The 
potato  crop  is  only  half  as  good  as  last  year,  and  in  some  places  the  farmers  will 
not  get  as  much  as  they  planted.  The  increase  of  cattle  is  about  2,000  and  of  horses 
about  100.  The  prospect  of  farming  is  very  poor  unless  some  system  of  irrigation 
is  introduced  by  which  means  good  crops  could  be  raised." 

Big  Bend, 

*'  Owing  to  this  being  the  first  season  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  raise  a 
crop  in  this  vicinity,  I  am  unable  to  compare  with  previous  seasons,  but  I  learn 
that  the  soil  is  well  adapted  for  oats  and  wheat.  The  increase  in  stock  averages  30 
per  cent,  for  horses  and  slightly  higher  for  cattle.  Several  new  settlers  have 
located  on  Fish  Creek,  and  speak  highly  of  their  selections,  and  think  it  a  most 
suitable  country  both  for  farming  and  grazing." 

Kootenai, 

•'The  crops  this  year  have  been  a  total  failure,  only  one  man  having  any  which 
appears  any  good.  Potatoes  are  about  half  a  crop,  but  for  quality  cannot  be  sur- 
passed. The  excessive  drought  this  season  ha.s  discouraged  some  of  the  new  settlers, 
but  on  the  whole  they  are  confident  of  success  next  year.  The  country  is  well 
adapted  for  stock  raising,  especially  horses.  Horses  have  increased  25  and  cattle 
20  per  cent,  over  last  year.  There  is  a  general  wish  that  owners  of  horses  suffering 
from  distemper  be  compelled  to  keep  them  up  and  prevent  the  contagion  spreading 
to  other  bands." 

St,  Mary's, 

*'  The  only  farming  of  any  account  has  been  done  by  the  Mormons  on  Snake 
Creek,  the  settlers  on  St.  Mary's  River  and  Boundary  Creek  going  in  more  for  stock- 
raising.     One  hundred  and  eighteen  acres   have   been   put  under  cultivation,  but 
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owing  to  the  drought  the  grain  crop  has  been  a  failure.  Most  of  the  settles  agree 
that  with  iiTio^ation  this  would  be  a  splendid  grain-producing  country.  The  increase 
of  stock  has  been  about  40  per  cent. 

Leavings, 

"  Owing  to  settlers  using  their  crops  green  they  cannot  compare  the  yield  oi' 
this  year  with  that  of  last.  Ranchemen  reckon  the  increase  of  stock  at  25  per  cent. 
Farming  is  good,  but  they  want  a  mill  within  easy  reach." 

Lee's  Creek  and  Mormon  Settlement, 

"Owing  to  the  drought  the  return  of  the  grain  crop  has  been  practically  nil. 
The  average  yield  has  only  been  eight  bushels  to  the  acre.  The  root  crop  is  except- 
ionally good.  The  settlers  here  think  farming  in  this  count ly  can  be  made  a  BQCces^ 
with  irrigation.  To  get  water  on  the  land  will  require  the  expenditure  of  a  consider- 
able amount  of  money  and  labour,  yet  the  Mormons  are  willing  to  put  the  work 
through  if  they  get  the  privilege.  The  increase  of  stock  has  been  50  per  cent.  Hay 
is  plentiful  and  each  settler  has  put  up  about  thirty  tons.  It  is  the  intentioD  of  the 
Mormons  next  year  to  build  a  saw  mill  which  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  settlers  in 
the  neighbourhood.  A  post  office  is  much  needed  as  the  amount  of  mail  matter  is 
considerable,  and  a  mail  i*oute  between  here  and  either  Macleod  or  Lethbndge  is  an 
absolute  necessity.  A  cheese  factory  has  just  been  completed,  but  will  not  be  pat 
into  operation  till  next  season. 

"  I  understand  from  the  settlers  here  that  a  number  of  their  ft-iends  in  Utah  are 
desirous  of  emigrating  to  this  country,  and  are  only  waiting  a  favourable  report 
from  those  already  here." 

Pincher  Creek, 

*•  The  general  opinion  here  concerning  farming  is  that  mixed  farming  alone  is 
good  and  pays,  but  no  dependence  can  be  placed  on  any  one  class  of  farming  alone. 
Average  grain  crops  this  year  about  twenty  bushels  to  the  acre.  Roots  and  potatoes 
extremely  good.  Increase  of  stock  from  50  to  66  per  cent.  The  prevalent  idea  i;* 
that  if  inigation  were  introduced  into  this  country,  it  could  not  be  beaten  as  a  farm- 
ing country.    Fall  wheat  has  been  tried  successfully  in  small  quantities." 

Porcupine  Hills, 

"The  grain  crop  has  been  fairly  good,  and  the  settlere  are  most  hopeful  as  to 
future  of  the  eountrj'." 
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Game  of  all  kinds,  except  black-tailed  deer,  has  been  more  than  usually  plentiful  > 
antelope  are  abundant,  nor  is  there  any  perceptible  diminution  in  feathered  game. 
As  several  of  the  large  ranches  have  established  packs  of  powerful  deer  hounds,  the 
wolves  ami  coyotes  are  in  some  portions  of  the  district  being  gradually  exterminated 
or  driven  back  into  the  mountains ;  but  on  the  north  side  of  the  Old  Mean's  River  they 
are  both  increasing  and  growing  bolder.  There  is  a  general  feeling  amongst  the 
settlers  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  Territorial  Government  to  offer  a  bounty  for 
scalps — the  loss  of  young  stock  alone  in  the  Leavings  district  being  estimated  at 
20  per  cent. 

Fish  are  veiy  abundant,  and  the  running  water  contains  innumerable  speckled, 
salmon  and  bull  trout,  grayling,  pike,  goldeye  and  suckers.  The  lakes  are  well 
stocked  with  trout  and  whitefish.  The  trout  spawn  in  running  water  during  May 
and  June  and  in  the  lakes  somewhat  later.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Indians  be 
prohibited  from  setting  traps  in  running  water,  and,  if  possible,  some  proviso  be 
added  against  waste  offish,  as  parties  are  in  the  habit  of  fishing  for  the  amusement 
of  seeing  how  many  they  can  catch,  and  as  in  these  prolific  streams  they  soon  land 
more  than  they  have  any  occasion  for,  the  cull  of  the  catch  is  thrown  away. 

As  predicted  in  my  last  annual  report,  the  Indians  in  this  district  have  required 
very  careful  watching,  but  have  been  on  the  whole  better  behaved  than  during  any 
year  previous.  The  riegans  are  always  exceptionally  good,  and,  I  think,  may  be 
congratulated,  by  saying  that  they  have  given  infinitely  less  trouble  than  could  have 
been  expected  from  a  similar  number  of  white  people.  Cattle-killing  offers  an 
irresistable  tenvptation  for  young  bucks  wandering  about — nor  is  it  altogether  to  be 
wondered  at.  With  thousands  of  cattle  feeding  on  every  side  and  all  over  the  reserves 
the  facilities  offered  by  a  dark  night  and  a  lonely  spot,  and  perhaps  the  additional 
zest  of  the  danger  of  cUtection,  added  to  the  proximity  of  shelter  within  easy  ride 
across  the  border.  From  time  immemorable  stealing  horses  and  waging  internecine 
war  with  neighbouring  tribes  has  been  their  daily  round  of  life.  Buffaloin  thousands 
supplied  their  simple  needs.  It  is  surely  expecting  too  much  for  civilization  to  uproot 
nature  in  one  ot  two  generations,  especially  when  its  teachings  are  diametrically 
opposite  to  the  only  rule  they  ever  knew — the  rule  of  might — when  to  steal  the  most 
horses  and  take  the  most  scalps  was  to  be  the  greater  hero.  Our  moral  standard  of 
right  and  wrong  is  being  gradually  absorbed  by  these  children  of  nature,  and  though 
the  commencement  of  their  education  has  comparatively  but  begun,  and  the  period 
of  tuition  must  naturally  be  long,  still  every  day  makes  the  task  easier  and  the 
reclamation  more  complete.  This  year  there  has  been  no  '*  Sun  Dance,"  either  with 
the  Bloods  or  Piegans,  and  I  am  convinced,  as  the  result  of  vigilant  search  and 
diligent  enquiry,  that  cattle-killing  and  horse-stealing  is  decreasing  year  by  year. 

The  great  cry  of  the  settlers  has  been  that  Indians  should  be  kept  on  their  reserves, 
unless  granted  passes  by  their  Agents  for  substantial  reasons,  and  orders  to  this  effect 
have  been  issued  by  the  Superintendent  General  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  only  material 
check  an  Agent  has  over  an  Indian  is  to  stop  his  rations  if  not  present  to  draw  them, 
but  if  an  Indian  is  employed  during  his  absence  in  assisting  in  killing  a  fat  beast,  he 
can  afford  to  laugh  at  the  stoppage  of  a  few  pounds  of  beef.  I  have  but  little  doubt 
that  the  squaw-men  are  at  the  bottom  of  a  good  deal  of  this  killing.  As  a  loile  many 
of  them  have  no  fixed  employment,  and  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  them  to  incite  an 
Indian  to  kill  a  beast  and  then  share  the  spoil. 

The  Police  in  this  district  have  given  the  Indian  Agents  every  assistance  in  their 
power,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  both  Departments  are  in  perfect  accord.  Mr. 
Pocklington,  Agent  on  the  Blood  Eeserve,  and  Mr.  Springett,  Agent  on  the  Peigan 
Eeserve,  have,  on  all  occasions,  rendered  the  Police  every  assistance.  I  have  to 
acknowledge  the  courteous  assistance  at  all  times  afforded  me  by  the  American  Indian 
Agents. 

The  missionaries  of  every  creed  are  indefatigable  in  their  efforts  to  convert  and 
improve  them,  and,  without  doubt,  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  upon  the 
results  of  their  labours,  especially  among  the  children  who  attend  their  schools  and 
ministrations. 
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On  the  13th  of  March,  "The  Dog"  and  two  days  later  **Big  Eib,"  two  Blood 
Indians,  surrendered  themselves.  These  Indians  had  been  convicted  for  horse-stealing 
more  than  two  years  previously  and  sentenced  to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary  and 
when  en  route  for  Stony  Mountain  in  charge  of  the  Sheriff,  made  a  daring  escape  from 
Dunmore.  On  the  22nd  March  they  were  again  sent  to  Stony  Mountain  and  handed 
over  to  the  authorities  to  complete  their  sentence. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  snow  of  last  winter  and  the  very  gradual  way  it  wa^s  absorbe-i 
in  the  spring,  the  ground  was  too  wet  for  prairie  fires  to  do  much  damage  before  the 
young  grass  was  well  under  way,  and  the  heavy  rains  in  the  early  fall  prevented 
fires  of  any  consequence.  Whenever  a  fire  got  headway  the  Police  were  there  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  in  nearly  every  case  succeeded  in  arresting  and  securing  the 
punishment  of  the  parties  who  started  it.  Of  course  it  is  sometimes  impossible  U\ 
prevent  tires  getting  away  from  control  ;  a  sudden  and  unexpected  ffust  of  wind 
scatters  the  ashes  and  in  spite  of  every  precaution  the  fire  is  started.  The  rigorous 
punishment  that  invariably  follows  every  case  of  detection  has  had  a  most  salutarj 
effect  on  membere  of  hay  camps  and  others  camping  out.  The  sti-ong  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  public  against  any  one  carelessly  or  Wilfully  starting  prairie  tires  has 
also  militated  against  the  prevalence  of  them. 

jnSTICES  OP  THE  PEACE. 

The  officers  of  the  Force  who  have  acted  in  this  capacity  at  this  post  are  Superin- 
tendent Macdonell  and  Inspector  Wood.  As  there  have  been  a  great  many  cases  heard, 
this  work  has  naturally  taken  up  a  good  deal  of  time  and  their  assistance  has  relieved 
me  to  a  groat  extent  of  work  which  would  interfere  with  the  other  work  of  the 
District.  W.  Cox  Allen,  Esquire,  J.  P.,  has  kindly  come  to  our  aid  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  where  the  defendants  were  brought  up  on  charges  the  nature  of  which 
might  be  supposed  to  have  such  direct  connection  with  the  Force  that  an  officer  in 
it  could  not  properly  sit  on  them.  ' 

Inspector  White-Fraser  has  done  a  good  deal  of  work  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
at  Pincher  Creek.  Messrs.  Morden  and  Garnet  have  always  been  ready  to  act  when 
required  and  thus  saved  Inspector  White-Fraser  from  the  necessity  of  sending  in  for 
one  of  the  magistrates  from  here. 

PRISON   ACCOMMODATION. 

I  would  suggest  that  during  the  coming  year  our  accommodation  for  prisoner 
be  enlarged.  The  guard  room  contains  sixteen  cells,  divided  into  two  corridors 
which  are  utilized  as  far  as  possible  in  keeping  white  prisoners  and  Indians  separate. 
During  the  year  we  have  on  several  occasions  had  more  prisoners  than  cells  and 
have  been  put  to  great  shifts  in  consequence.  I  would  recommend  that  this  post  he 
provided  with  two  additional  buildings,  one  for  the  accommodation  of  female  prisonerg 
and  one  in  which  our  men  can  be  confined  if  it  is  necessary  to  punish  them  with 
imprisonment.  Three  women,  who  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  have 
received  terms  of  imprisonment  varying  from  one  to  three  months  had  to  be  liber- 
ated on  deferred  sentence  through  lack  of  proper  accommodation.  One  woman  who 
is  at  present  doing  twelve  months  is  a  source  of  great  trouble  and  anxiety  for  the 
same  reason.  I  consider  it  veiy  necessary  that  in  order  to  carry  out  the  strict 
demands  of  discipline  a  guard  room  proper  be  provided,  so  that  if  it  should  be 
unfortunately  necessary  to  give  a  member  of  the  force  cells,  it  will  not  be  necessaiy 
to  confine  him  with  the  lowest  class  of  criminals.  As  far  as  possible  I  have  kept 
our  own  prisonei's  at  separate  work,  but  owing  to  being  so  short  handed  this  has 
not  always  been  possible. 

BUILDIN(JS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  buildings  erected  and  improvements  made  during  the 
past  year  in  this  district  under  the  supervision  of  Inspector  Starnes  and  Staff-Sei^eant 
Davis. 
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Macleod, 

The  two  large  barrack  buildings  occupied  by  "  W  and  **  H "  Divisions  have 
had  the  battens  taken  off  and  sided  with  rustic  siding,  a  porch  has  been  built  to  each 
of  the  front,  wash-room  and  kitchen  doors  and  the  whole  primed  ready  for  painting. 

A  clothing  room  has  been  made  In  the  Quartermaster's  store,  22  x  29,  sheeted 
inside  with  ship  lap,  a  ceiling  pat  in,  shelves,  &c.,  for  clotliing  put  up,  and  the  whole 
painted. 

A  refrigemtor  for  meat,  7x6,  lined  with  zinc,  was  also  added  to  the  Quarter- 
master's store. 

The  whole  inside  of  "H"  Division  stable  was  changed.  The  old  floor  was 
removed  and  replaced  by  a  3-inch  floor  down  the  centre  and  half  way  in  the  stalls, 
the  other  half  being  Allied  with  clay  for  the  horses  fore  feet  to  stand  on.  The 
mangers  were  replaced  by  better  ones.  The  whole  inside  was  sheeted  with  ship  lap 
to  the  ceiling  joists.  New  doors  were  put  in.  The  upright  posts  and  stringera  were 
replaced  by  new  ones  and  the  solid  partitions  between  the  stalls  replaced  with  swing 
bales. 

A  saddle  room  18x31  was  added  to  the  side  of  the  stable,  sided  with  rustic 
siding,  sheeted  and  ceiled  inside  with  3-inch  V.  grooved  ceiling.  Saddle  racks,  &c., 
made  complete. 

The  fence  around  the  Barrack  square  was  extended  100  yards  south,  and  a  new 
hay  corral  built. 

New  scales  were  put  in. 

A  brick  oven,  11  by  13,  was  built  with  a  3-feet  foundation  of  masonry.  It  is  now 
in  use  and  giving  satisfaction. 

This  oven  was  covered  over  with  shingled  roof  and  enclosed  in  sheeting  of  one 
inch  boards  battened  over. 

A  new  blacksmith's  shop  has  been  commenced  and  will  be  completed  in  a  very 
short  time. 

Stand  Off, 

The  following  buildings  were  erected  for  this  detachment: 

A  house,  24  by  30,  storey  and  a  half  high,  containing  officers,  non-commissioned 
officer's  rooms,  mess  room,  store  room,  wash  room  and  kitchen  and  one  large  barrack 
room  upstairs.  The  outside  is  sheeted  with  rustic  siding  and  inside  with  v -grooved 
ceiling.  A  verandah  is  built  in  front.  The  whole  is  painted  inside  and  out.  A  saddle 
and  oat  room,  14  by  16,  frame  building  sheeted  with  siding  outside  and  shiplap 
inside,  fitted  with  saddle  racks,  &c. 

A  stable  with  27  stalls,  24  by  72,  sided,  shingle  roofed  and  pair.ted.  Hay  corral 
of  boai*d  fence  painted,  attached  to  the  stable.  A  well  has  been  dug.  A  frame  latrine 
with  shingle  roof  has  been  built. 

Big  Bend, 

Thcj  house  at  this  detachment  was  sheeted  inside  with  Y-grooved  ceiling,  panel 
doors  put  in  to  replace  batton  ones  and  the  whole  painted  inside  and  out. 

Inspector  Starnes  has  supervised  all  the  work  done  in  this  District  by  the 
Public  Works  Department,  checked  all  accounts  in  connection  with  this  work,  and 
made  out  vouchers  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Staff  Sergeant  Davis,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  detachment  buildings  in  course 
of  construction,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  very  able  manner  that  both  he  and  the 
men  under  him  have  carried  on  the  work. 

BUILDINGS   REQUIRED. 

Stand  Off, 

In  addition  to  the  quarters  and  stables  erected  this  year  at  Stand  Off,  it  is  most 
important  that  quarters  suitable  for  a  married  or  single  officer  be  built  during  the 
coming  yeai'.    The  principle  of  an  officer  residing  in  the  same  building  with  the  men 
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under  his  command  is  equally  distasteful  to  the  officer  and  the  men,  and  is  liable  to 
be  subversive  to  discipline.  I  would  suggest  that  a  frame  building,  28  by  24,  with  a 
lean  to  office.  10  by  10,  be  put  up  as  soon  as  possible.  The  estimated  cost  of  such  a 
building  would  be  $1,018. 

Milk  River, 

I  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  permanent  quarters  for  an  outpost 
be  erected  at  Milk  Eiver  as  soon  as  possible.  This  is  an  important  position  in  the 
chain  of  frontier  detachments  and  is  the  connecting  link  between  the  outposts  of  this 
command  and  that  of  *'  K  "  Division.  It  will  require  a  building  30  by  24  with  a  lean 
to  kitchen  and  store  room,  26  by  14.  This  proposed  building  would  be  divided  into 
a  barrack  room,  24  by  18,  a  non-commissioned  officer's  room,  12  by  12,  and  a  room 
for  the  inspecting  officer,  12  by  12.  The  kitchen  would  be  16  by  14,  and  the  store 
room  14  by  10.  A  verandah  in  front,  6  feet  wide.  A  stable,  36  by  24,  to  hold  14 
hoi-ses,  would  also  be  necessary.  The  cost  of  these  two  buildings  would  be  about 
r«  1,100. 

Kootenai, 

The  present  buildings  occupied  by  this  detachment  are  utterly  inadequate  to 
their  requirements,  and  are  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition  that  it  will  be  necessaiy 
to  put  up  new  buildings  in  the  spring.  This  detachment  is  the  nearest  to  the  Koo- 
tenai Lake  country,  and  the  recent  discoveries  of  oil  in  that  district  will  in  all  proba- 
bility necessitate  strengthening  it.  I  recommend  the  erection  of  a  fi-ame  building 
24  X  20,  with  a  lean-to  kitchen  14  x  10.  This  would  comprise  a  non-commissioned 
officers'  room  10  x  12;  a  barrack-room  20  x  10,  and  a  storeroom  8  x  10,  in  addition 
to  the  kitchen.  A  stable  36  x  24,  with  stalls  for  14  hoi*ses,  would  be  required. 
The  total  cost  of  both  buildings  about  $910. 

Pincher  Creek, 

Should  the  proposed  railway  come  through  Pincher  Creek  it  will  be  necessary 

to  have  new  buildings  that  would  accommodate  an  officer,  a  non-commissioned  officer 

and  ten  men  with  stabling  for  24  horses.     The  cost  of  a  building  to  accommodate 

a  married  or  single  officer,  of  the  same  size  and  style  as  the  one  at  Stand  Off,  would 

'  cost  $1,018. 

The  barrack  building,  two-storey,  35  x  26  with  a  T-shaped  addition,  30  x  10,  and 
containing  non-commissioned  officers'  room,  guardi'oom,  with  three  cells,  court- 
room and  office,  wash-room,  mess-room,  kitchen  and  storeroom,  while  the  whole 
upstairs  storey  would  form  a  sleeping  room  for  the  men.  The  stable  would  be  65  x 
26,  with  a  T-shaped  addition  14  x  24,  divided  into  a  saddle-room  and  oat-room.  The 
total  cost  of  the  barracks  and  stable  would  be  about  $2,500.  In  this  as  in  all  the 
estimates  the  cost  is  based  on  the  labour  being  performed  by  our  own  men  and  the 
material  hauled  by  Police  teams. 

Macleod  offices, 

I  would  strongly  recommend  that  the  present  warehouse  be  converted  into 
•  offices,  including  district  office  and  oMorly  room,  and  offices  for  "D"  and  **H" 
Divisions.     The  estimated  cost  of  this  change,  including  a  system  of  heating  with 
hot  air,  would  be  $1,376.93. 

The  cost  of  converting  the  present  orderly-room  into  married  officei's'  quarters 
would  be  about  $393.  This  Post  is  in  need  of  additional  quarters  for  married 
officers,  as  we  have  at  present  to  rent  a  house  in  the  town  at  a  rental  .of  $80  per 
.  annum.  It  will  be  necessary  to  put  up  a  building  for  a  canteen,  as  the  room  at  pr»- 
ent  in  use  is  in  the  warehouse  before  mentioned,  and  if  the  proposed  alteration  in 
converting  this  building  into  offices  is  earned  out  another  building  will  be  required 
for  a  canteen.  A  suitable  building,  with  plenty  of  accommodation  for  men  and  stores, 
.  could  be  built  for  $1,150. 
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The  officers'  and  sergeants'  quarters  will  require  siding  with  rustic  siding,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  men's  barrack-rooms  have  already  been  done.  The  cost,  if  per- 
formed by  our  own  men,  would  be  $1,052  ;  if  put  up  and  painted  by  contract,  the 
additional  cost,  including  paint,  would  be  $625. 

Attached  you  will  find  a  tabulated  form  giving  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the 
additions,  alterations  and  improvements  required  at  this  Post  for  the  coming  year. 

CANTEEN. 

I  have  now  got  a  canteen  started,  and  hope  before  long  to  have  a  suitable 
building  for  it.  Itried  one  for  a  short  time  last  year,  but  abandoned  it,  on  account 
of  the  beer  being  rej)orted  by  the  medical  officer  to  contain  pernicious  drugs. 

The  wish  of  the  majority  was  in  favour  of  establishing  it  again  this  year,  and  as 
the  committee  took  care  to  procure  a  sound  and  healthy  beer  I  am  in  hopes  that  it 
will  turn  out  satisfactorily,  and  from  its  revenues  1  may  be  able  to  provide  books, 
boxing  gloves,  foils  and  other  healthy  means  of  recreation  for  the  men.  For  my  own 
part  ithink  it  better  to  provide  a  place  where  a  man  can  get  a  good  glass  of  beer  at 
a  fair  price,  and  thus  remove  the  temptation  for  his  frequenting  the  bars  and  saloons 
in  town. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  articles  required  for  the  men's  messes 
and  other  small  necessaries  kept  for  sale  in  the  canteen. 

OFFICERS. 

During  the  past  year  the  officers,  of  the  district  have  performed  their  duties 
most  satis fac ton ly.  Superintendent  Macdonell,  commanding  "  H  "  Division,  and 
Inspector  Wood,  commanding  "D"  Division,  have  given  me  the  most  cordial 
support.  These  two  officers,  in  addition  to  their  usual  routine  duties,  heard  a  large 
portion  of  the  cases  tried  here,  and  have  been  kept  very  busy  on  hay  and  other  Boards, 
having  little  spare  time. 

Inspector  Morris  gave  satisfaction  as  Musketry  Instructor,  for  which  he  is  well 
qualified,  being  himself  a  first-rate  shot.  Inspector  Matthews  has  also  acted  as 
musketry  instructor,  in  addition  to  sitting  on  Boards  and  other  routine  duty. 

Inspector  Starnes  has  given  satisfaction  in  his  department. 

Inspector  Baker  arrived  on  the  30th  May  to  take  over  the  stores  from  Inspector 
B^gin,  and  has  performed  the  duties  of  Acting  Quartermaster  to  my  satisfaction. 

NON-OOMHISSIONED   OFFICEES. 

The  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  under  my  command  has  in 
nearly  all  cases  been  all  I  could  desire.  Those  in  charge  of  outposts  have  been  most 
painstaking  and  active  in  the  performance  of  their  various  duties.  The  non-com- 
missioned officers  in  the  Post  have  irksome  and  tiresome  duties  to  perform,  without 
the  variety  that  is  found  on  detachment.  Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks  and  the 
greater  expense  attached  to  barrack  life,  the  duties  have,  as  a  rule,  been  cheerfully 
and  satisfactorily  performed. 

Sergeant-Major  Stewart  has  been  District  Sergeant-Major  and  deserves  the  highest 
credit  for  the  able  manner  he  has  at  all  times  carried  out  his  duties. 

Staff  Sergeant  Pattison  relieved  Staff  Sergeant  Fane  as  Quartermaster  Sergeant. 
This  non-commissioned  officer  is  doing  his  work  very  satisfactorily,  his  books 
being  neatly  and  well  kept. 

Staff  Sergeant  Braithwaite  has  taken  over  medical  charge  during  the  absence  of 
Assistant  Surgeon  Fraser  on  leave.     He  is  very  attentive  to  the  sick.     This  non 
commissioned  officer  has  qualified  as  an  M.  D.  since  being  in  the  Force,  and  I  wish 
to  recommend  him  to  your  especial  notice. 

Staff  Sergeant  Hayne  has  performend  the  duties  of  Hospital  Steward  very 
satisfactorily. 

Sergeant  Barber,  a  most  deseiving  non-commissioned  officer,  was  district  and 
orderly  room  clerk  till  he  took  his  discharge  in  June.  He  was  relieved  by  Corporal 
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(now  Sergeant)  Wright,  who  has  performed  his  duties  to  my  entire  satisfiwtion ; 
books,  returns  and  office  routine  are  as  well  managed  as  can  be  desired.  This  Posi 
entails  more  work  than  any  other,  on  account  of  the  Magistrate's  Court,  corres- 
pondence and  interviews. 

Corporal  Greenacre,  in  charge  of  the  town  patrol,  has  been  painstaking  and  firm 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  is  much  respected  by  the  respectable  portion  of 
the  citizens. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  detachments  furnishedby  this  command,  many 
of  which  are  in  important  situations  and  where  it  is  necessary  to  place  a  sergeant 
in  charge,  it  leaves  very  few  available  for  duty  in  barracks ;  and  though  to  judge 
from  the  roll  of  non-commissioned  officers  it  looks  as  if  we  had  more  than  our  share, 
as  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  not  enough.  Staff  Sergeant  Davis  is  kept  on  the  roll  as 
a  duty  sergeant  of  "H"  Division,  whereas  he  is  employed  on  buildings  for  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

I  would  suggest  that  Constable  Eandall,  of**  D  "  Division,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
farriers,  should  be  granted  the  rank  and  authority  of  a  non-commissioned  officer,  and 
thus  prevent  the  petty  jealousies  and  heart  burnings  which  almost  invariably  arise 
when  it  is  necessary  to  place  a  junior  constable,  on  account  of  superior  ability,  in 
charge  of  his  seniors  in  the  Force.  I  would  also  recommend  Constable  Higgins  for 
promotion.  This  man  is  a  first-rate  carpenter,  and  is  capable  of  undertaking  and 
carrying  out  successful! v  any  work  in  his  trade.  He  has  been  a  long  time  in  the 
Force,  and  as  ho  alw<iys  has  several  men  under  him  it  would  be  well  to  give  him  the 
recognised  authority  of  a  non-commissioned  officer.  I  think  the  fact  of  throwing 
these  trades  open  to  promotion  would  have  a  very  good  effect  in  encouraging  the 
men  employed  in  them. 

On  the  5th  September,  by  my  directions.  Inspectors  Wood  and  Matthews  acted 
as  a  Board  of  Examiners  on  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  this  command  in 
their  knowledge  of  orders  and  regulations,  standing,  general  and  local  orders. 
The  result  was  very  satisfactory. 

MINES. 

Active  prospecting  has  been  carried  on  for  petroleum  with  very  satisfactory 
results.  Claipis  have  been  taken  up  and  a  company  formed  to  devlop  those  on  Pine 
Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Kootenai  River.  They  are  situated  in  and  around  Township 
3,  Range  30,  west  of  the  4th  Initial  Meredian.  The  claims  of  last  year's  prospecting 
and  location  are  situated  around  the  Kootenai  Lakes,  and  have  been  bonded  by  a 
gentleman  who  is  organizing  a  company  in  Ontario.  Both  companies  intend  boring 
for  oil  in  the  spring.  Prospectors  on  the  tributaries  of  the  St,  Mary's  River  have 
found  indications  of  copper.  Large  quantities  of  small  garnets  are  found  in  the  bed 
of  all  the  springs  rising  in  the  Porcupine  Hill,  but,  as  a  rule,  too  small  for  trade 
purposes. 

GENERAL    WORK. 

Owinff  to  the  shortness  of  men  it  has  been  impossible  to  mount  a  day  guard. 
Corporal  Armstrong,  who  is  at  present  acting  as  provost  non-commissioned  oflScer, 
comes  on  duty  at  reveille  and  is  relieved  at  6  p.m.  by  the  non-commissioned  officer 
in  charge  of  the  night  guard.  A  provost  guard,  consisting  of  three  constables,  mounts 
every  Monday  morning  and  remains  on  duty  for  a  week.  Provost  guards  are  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  I  hope,  as  soon  as  the  command  is  sufficiently  reinforced,  to  retam 
to  a  day  guard.  Any  available  men  after  the  detail  has  been  filled  have  invariahly 
been  put  on  fatigue,  but  it  has  not  unfrequently  happened  that  we  have  been  so  short 
of  men  that  four-in-hand  teams  have  had  to  leave  the  post  without  being  accom- 
panied by  an  off-man. 

There  have  been  church  parades  every  Sunday  for  men  whose  religious  deno- 
minations were  represented  in  town. 

The  towns  of  Macleod  and  Pincher  Creek  have  been  regularly  patrolled  every 
night,  with  very  good  effect. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


81 


May  15. — I  took  over  command  of  the  district  from  the  Assistant  Commissioner. 

May  18. — Eobert  Carter  brought  in  from  Lethbridge  on  a  charge  of  burglary. 

May  28. — Sergeant  Turn  bull  and  party  left  for  the  Piegan  Eeserve  with  a  war- 
rant for  Asopkie  and  Porcupine  Woman,  wanted  for  larceny. 

May  29. — Scabby  Bull  and  Red  Paint,  two  Blood  Indians,  arrested  and  brought 
in  by  the  Stand  Off  cfetachment. 

June  1. — An  unknown  civilian  brought  into  the  hospital  by  a  man  named 
Haymes.    He  expired  shortly  afterwards. 

June  3. — Corporal  Browne  and  party  left  for  the  Porcupines  to  arrest  Musk 
Rat  and  Porcupine  Woman.  Inspector  White-Fraser  visited  all  the  settlei-s  on  the 
South  Foi'k,  and  was  assured  by  every  one  that  they  were  quite  satisfied  with  the 
way  the  country  was  patrolled  and  their  interests  looked  after  by  the  Police. 

June  4. — ^All  settlers  on  the  North  Fork  visited  by  Inspector  White-Fraser,  and 
unaninioub  approval  expressed  at  the  way  the  Police  patrol  the  country. 

June  8.— Corporal  Wright  and  party  started  to  arrest  Thomas  Fallon  for 
obtaining  money  under  false  pretences. 

June  9. — Five  squaws  tried  for  frequenting  wigwams  for  purposes  of  prostitu- 
tion and  sentence  deterred. 

June  10. — Kootenai  River  country  visited  by  Inspector  White-Fraser,  who 
called  on  all  the  settlers. 

June  11. — Corporal  Wright  brought  in  Thomas  Fallon,  a  cow-boy  arrested  on 
the  round  up.  Case  dismissed,  but  Fallon  held,  pending  the  action  of  the  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  he  being  wanted  for  cattle-stealing  and  breaking  gaol  in  Mon- 
tana. Sergent  Monjeau  arrested  and  brought  in  Hanrott  alias  Dummy,  a  vagrant. 
A  cache  of  forty  gallons  of  whiskey  found  in  the  Milk  River  district  by  Sergeant 
Murison. 

June  19. — Inspector  Macpherson  and  party  lefl  for  Fort  Benton  to  bring  in 
prisoners  Bertrand  and  Maclean  on  extradition  from  the  United  States.  Corporal 
JBuUock  left  for  Stoney  Mountain  Asylum  with  insane  prisoner  Eliza  Dyson. 

June  21. — Corporal  Cotter  sent  to  the  Blood  Reserve  to  record  the  brands  of  all 
horses  found  on  it. 

June  24.-r-John  Johnson,  arrested  on  warrant  by  Sergeant  Roby  as  he  was 
escaping  across  the  line.  Inspector  White-Fraser  reporting  this  arrest  says.  "I 
think  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  this  was  pretty  sharp  work.  The  man 
was  seen  at  the  round-up  camp  of  the  Old  Man's  River  (South  Fork)  at  1  p.m.  on 
the  19th.  Mr.  Garnett  rode  into  Pincher  Creek  to  see  me,  which  he  did  at  6.30 
p.m.  The  warrant  was  issued  and  had  to  be  taken  to  the  round-up  camp.  The 
man  was  gone,  and  we  caught  him  close  to  the  line  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours." 

June  30.— Staff-Sergeant  Hilliard  brought  in  Bob  Tail,  charged  with  ill-treating 
his  squaw. 

July  3.— Slapped  Face,  a  Blood  Indian,  brought  in  by  Staff-Sergeant  Hilliard 
for  horse  stealing. 

July  7. — Michael  Gomelin  arrested  for  selling  intoxicants  to  the  Indians;  tried 
and  sentenced  fo  a  fine  of  $200  or  three  months'  hard  labour. 

July  18. — Goose  and  Chinaman  brought  in  by  the  Stand  Off  detachment  for 
horse-stealing. 

July  19. — Inspector  Macpherson  and  party  returned  with  prisoners  Bertrand 
and  Maclean.  Inspector  Macpherson  lefl  the  same  day  for  Choteau,  Montana, 
for  important  witnesses. 

July  21. — Sergeant  Brooke  and  party  left  for  the  Piegan  Resei've  to  recover 
Treaty  medal  from  Crow  Shoes. 

July  23. — Owl  Child  brought  in  by  Constable  Alexander  for  assaulting 
Blackface. 

August  2. — Sergeant  Mai^shall  recovered  some  Indian  horses  found  in  the 
possession  of  a  settler,  who  stated  that  he  bought  them  from  another  Indian. 

August  3. — Prisoner  Maclean  sent  to  penitentiary  under  escort. 
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August  7. — Inspector  White-Fraser  and  party  patrolled  up  the  Kootenai  Lakee 
country.     Everything  quiet. 

August  14. — Seizure  of  15  gallons  of  whiskey,  disguised  as  olive  oil. 

August  21. — Prairie  fire  at  Freeze  Out ;  the  man  who  let  it  out  captured  by  the 
Police. 

August  27. — Inspector  Macpherson  left  for  Blackfoot  Agency  to  try  and  recover 
some  lost  Police  horses. 

August  29. — Sergeant  Waite,  pack  train  and  escort  for  the  Honourable  the 
Minister  of  Customs  pulled  out. 

August  30. — Alfred  Pollock  arrested  for  horse-stealing  on  a  telegram  from 
Calgary. 

September  3. — fleagan,  an  insane  prisoner,  left  for  Stoney  Mountain  Asylum  Id 
charge  of  Staff  Sergeant  Hayne. 

September  4.— Gus.  Brede  and  Alf.  Stafford  brought  in  prisonei-fl  by  Staff 
Sergeant  Hilliai'd  and  party,  seized  while  trying  to  run  in  a  careo  of  whiskey. 

September  4. — Inspector  White-Fraser  and  party  tracked  a  party  of  Blood 
Indians  who  had  just  killed  a  cow,  and  were  on  the  point  of  securing  them  when  a 
pai'ty  of  cow-boys,  in  trying  to  head  the  Indians  off,  gave  the  alarm,  and  they 
escaped,  leaving  their  ponies  and  camp  in  the  hands  of  the  Police. 

'September  6. — Moon  Calf,  Back  Fat  and  Bear's  Owl  brought  in  from  Stand  Off 
for  being  drunk.    A  civilian  arrested  for  being  abusive  and  creating  a  disturbance. 

September  7. — Constable  Vaughan,  of  "  H  "  Division,  died  of  fever  at  Pincher 
Creek. 

September  20. — Inspector  White-Fraser  and  Dr.  Meade  started  for  the  Piegan 
Eeserve  to  exhume  the  body  of  a  squaw,  supposed  to  be  murdered  by  her  husband. 

September  22. — Two  horses,  reported  by  Inspector  White-Fraser  as  suffering 
from  glanders,  inspected  by  Assistant  Veterinary  Surgeon  Wroughton  and  destroyed. 

September  25. — Corporal  Greenacre  assulted  and  badly  hurt  by  White  Cow, 
Chief,  while  trying  to  arrest  him.  White  Cow,  Chief  arrested  and  brought  in  by  the 
Stand  Off  detachment. 

September  29. — Emute  with  drunken  Indians.  One  assulted  Corporal  Greenacre 
with  a  heavy  rock,  but  was  struck  down  and  severely  handled.  Three  Indians— 
Eunning  Covote,  Hollow  on  Top  and  Crooked  Leg-made  prisoners. 

September  30. — Cho(juette  arrested  and  lock^  up  for  giving  liquor  to  an  Indian. 

October  1. — Prairie  hre  at  Fi^eeze  Out.  The  man  who  let  it  out  summoned  and 
fined. 

October  4. — Sergeant  Waite  and  party  returned  fi'om  British  Columbia. 

October  9. — Bertrand,  Mrs.  Murphy,  Mrs.  Boone  and  Mrs.  Robinson  arrested  on 
an  information  charging  them  with  selling  intoxicants  to  Indians.  Escort  left  to 
take  Treaty  money  to  the  Blood  and  Peigan  Eeserve. 

October  8. — ^Indian  Treaty  payments. 

October  10. — Chin  Hae  arrested  for  selling  liquor  to  Indians. 

October  11. — Jack  and  Eunning  Funny,  two  Indinns,  arrested  for  being  drunk. 

October  12. — Medicine-coming-over  the-Hill,a  Blood  Indian,  aiTcsted  for  having 
whiskey  in  his  possession. 

October  15. — ^Tbe  Owl  arrested  for  larceny  and  sentenced  to  two  months'  hard 
labour. 

October  1*7. — John  Teney  aiTested  for  selling  intoxicants  to*  Indians. 

November  16. — Prairie  fire  between  Belly  and  Kootenai  Eivere.  Was  soon 
extinguished  by  Police  and  settlers. 

November  21. — Prairie  fire  started  nine  miles  from  Pincher  Creek.  It  was  put 
out  by  Police. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  STEELE, 

Superintendent  J  Commanding  Macleod  District, 
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Table  of  estimated  cost  of  New  Buildings,  alterations  and  ropaira  at  Fort  Mac- 
leod  District,  required  for  Year  1891-92. 


Place. 


Size  of 
BuildingH. 


Remarks. 


Cost. 


Stand  Off— Officers'  quarters 

Milk  River — Barracks 

do  Stable  

Kootenai — Barracks 

do  Stable • 

Pincher  Creek — Officers'  quarters 

do  Barracks 

do  Stable  


24x28 
30x24 
36x24 
24x20 
36x24 
24x28 
35  X  26— 2-8tory 
65x26 


Lean-to  office,  10  x  10    , . . 
do        kitchen,  26  x  14 


Lean-to  kitchen,  14  x  14 


Macleod, 


Changing  warehouse  into  offices 

Chan^ng  orderly    room    into     married 

officers'  quarters 

Canteen  . , 

Siding  officers'  and  sergeants'  quarters . 


Lean-to  office,  10  x  10 

T  shaped  addition,  30x14, 1  story 
do       harness-room,  24  x  14. 


Heated  with  hot  air 


50x24 


S  cts. 

1,018  00 
784  65 
318  31 
593  53 
316  31 
1,018  00 
1,438  83 

1,041  as 


1,376  93 

392  92 
1,156  57 
1,676  49 


Total. 


11,132  37 
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APPENDIX  "G." 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  PERRY    COMMANDING  "P' 
DIVISION,  NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 

Ottawa,  9th  Januaiy,  1891. 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  have  the  honour  tx>  submit  the 
following  report  on  the  Prince  Albert  District  from  the  Ist  of  December,  1889,  to  the 
19th  of  September,  1890,  on  which  date  I  handed  over  the  command  to  Superin- 
tendent J.  Cotton,  and  proceeded  on  leave  of  absence  to  eastern  Canada. 

I  am  unable  to  more  than  touch  generally  on  Police  operations,  as  I  have  not 
the  official  recoi-ds  at  my  disposal. 

The  general  condition  of  the  district  during  the  year  continued  to  be  satis- 
factory. The  promise  of  an  abundant  yield  of  ffi*ain  in  early  summer  was  not 
realized  altogether,  on  account  of  the  heavy  rains  which  prevailed  during  harvesting 
time.  Even  the  natural  hay  crop  was  secured  with  difficulty.  However, "the  farming 
operations  were  on  the  whole  successful. 

During  the  year  the  Eegina,  Long  Lake  and  Saskatchewan  Eailwaj  was 
completed  from  Begina  to  Prince  Albert.  The  construction  of  this  road  was  com- 
menced in  July,  1889,  and  continued  with  energy  until  December,  wh,en  work  was 
suspended  for  the  winter  months.  It  was  resumed  the  following  April,  and  early 
in  September  the  rails  were  laid  into  Prince  Albert.  Over  one  thousand  men  were 
employed,  hailing  from  all  countries,  and  of  all  degrees  of  morality,  yet  not  one 
serious  crime  was  committed.  The  Police  were  constantly  all  along  the  line  of 
work;  patrols  passed  from  camp  to  camp  frequently ;  at  important  points  men  were 
permanently  stationed ;  and  at  Saskatoon  and  Batoche  officers  wei*e  stationed  to 
ensure  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  all. 

But  very  little  liquor  was  smuggled  to  the  navvies  except  at  Prince  Albert.  On 
reaching  there  a  number  of  the  iron-laying  gang  became  drunk  and  disorderly. 
The  prompt  arrest  of  eight  or  ten,  and  the  heavy  fines  imposed  by  the  magistrateb, 
very  soon  quieted  them  down. 

On  several  occasions  Inspectors  Cuthbert  and  Wilson,  who  were  alternately 
stationed  at  Saskatoon,  succeeded  by  judicious  management  in  preventing  threatened 
strikes  from  assuming  serious  proportions. 

I  believe  the  work  performed  by  the  Force  was  satisfactory  to  the  chief  con- 
tractors, and  much  appreciated  by  them. 

The  advent  of  the  railway  into  what  was  formerly  the  remote  district  of  Prince 
Albert  will  be  attended  with  marked  results.  This  town,  the  centre  of  a  rich,  fertile 
and  almost  boundless  district,  formerly  six  days  by  stage  from  the  nearest  railway 
station,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days  by  freight  teams,  is  now  bi-ought  to  a  dis- 
tance of  twelve  hours.  There  is  no  question  of  the  great  advantages  which  musi 
accrue  to  this  portion  of  the  Territory  through  its  rail  communication,  but  for 
certain  classes  it  will  not  be  an  unmixed  blessing. 

I  speak  of  the  Half-breeds,  who,  for  so  manv  years,  have  eked  out  a  precarious 
existence  by  means  of  the  freighting  fi*om  Qu'Appelle  to  Prince  Albert.  Though 
for  a  long  time  unprofitable  owiug  to  competition,  still  it  meant  to  them  the  bare 
necessaries  of  life.  A  little  freighting  may  still  be  required  from  Prince  Albert  to 
outlying  points,  such  as  Green  Lake  and  Montreal  Lake,  but  it  will  be  inconsiderable. 
The  mass  of  the  Half-breed  population  must  therefore  turn  their  attention  to  other 
methods  of  making  [a  living.  They  have  no  alternative:  farming  must  become 
their  occupation  in  earnest.  The  English  and  Scotch  Half-breeds  have  already  done 
so  successfully ;  but  very  few  of  French  descent  have  yet  made  really  any  attempt 

Some  of  the  latter  have  sold  their  holdings  at  low  pnces  and  others  wish  to  do 
so  and  move  to  other  parts  of  the  Territory,  away  from  the  advancing  settlements. 
Jack  Fish  Lake,  north  of  Battleford,  is  spoken  of  as  a  likely  point  for  them  to  go. 
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As  farming  is  the  inevitable  pursuit  of  the  French  Half-breeds,  all  who  are 
friendly  to  them  should  a^ee  in  urging  and  encouraging  them  to  remain  on  their 
present  holdings,  so  that  they  may  at  once  face  their  destiny  and  ultimately  obtain 
the  position  of  a  self-supporting  people. 

They  should  be  treated  with  patience  and  aided  generously,  remembering  that 
it  is  not  easy  for  white  men  possessing  all  the  advantages  of  education  and  civiliza- 
tion to  change  their  occupation.  Can  the  Half-breed  hunter  or  freighter  be 
expected  to  be  more  apt  in  adapting  himself  to  change  ?  It  would  be  an  astonishing 
thing  if  they  quietly  and  quickly  adapted  themselves  to  the  dnidgery  of  a  farm  on 
which  success  is  only  obtained,  by  hard,  patient  and  continuous  labour. 

Every  year  since  the  rebellion  they  have  applied  for  seed  grain,  which  has 
always  been  granted  more  or  less  liberally.  The  issue  has  been  of  very  great  benefit 
to  many. 

Bad  seasons  have  prevented  the  loans  of  seed  grain,  being  repaid  in  full,  but  a 
good  percentage  has  been  returned  or  paid  for. 

The  farming  done  by  the  French  Half-breeds  is  of  a  very  cnide  description.  All 
who  have  visited  their  locality  are  familiar  with  the  little  irregularly  fenced  plots  of 
ground  partially  cultivated,  which  they  call  their  farms. 

They  raise  in  the  most  favourable  seasons  but  indifferent  crops,  and  the  squalid 
appearance  of  their  little  log  houses  and  stables,  their  small  ponies  and  stunted  cattle 
bear  testimony  to  their  want  of  knowledge  of  farming  operations. 

An  effort  should  be  made  to  increase  this  knowledge,  and  herein  lies  a  possible 
solution  of  the  Half-breed  future.  A  determined  and  practical  attempt  should  be  made 
to  teach  the  nsing  generation,  to  be  good  farmers  by  establishing  a  school  for  that 
purpose  in  their  midst.  The  present  generation  can  only  be  assisted  by  loans  of 
seed  grain,  animals  and  farming  implements.  Those  who  are  so  destitute  as  not  to 
be  able  to  take  advantage  of  such  loans  should  be  given  work,  and  the  helpless  and 
orphan  children  free  relief. 

There  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  to  regard  the  problem  of  the  future  of 
these  people  as  insolvable.  Knowing  their  many  sterling  qualities  I  cannot  despair, 
but  believe  their  descendants  will  be  prosperous  and  desirable  citizens  of  our  North- 
West  Territory. 

I '  am  speaking  on  this  subject  with  the  experience  of  five  yeai's  residence 
amongst  them.  I  have  now  left  their  district  and  may  therefore  be  permitted  to 
hope  that  in  the  future  they  will  receive  generous  and  patient  treatment;  that  they 
will  be  encouraged  to  remain  in  their  present  homes  and  devote  themselves  to  farm- 
ing, and  that  all  their  petitions  and  requests  may  receive  careful  consideration. 

SEED  grain: 

I  was  associated  with  the  Agent  of  Dominion  Lands,  Prince  Albert,  in  issuing 
seed  grain.  $1,000  were  placed  at  our  disposal.  The  prices  of  all  trains  and  potatoes 
were  very  high,  so  that  we  could  only  purchase  a  very  limited  quantity  with  the 
amount  at  our  dispoml.  We  distributed  it  to  the  needy  all  over  the  district  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  different  agricultural  societies.  Some  of  the  Half-breeds  were 
dissatisfied  at  not  receiving  grain,  but  this  was  unavoidable,  as  the  quantity  was  so 
limited. 

I  believe  that  the  Half-breeds  will  require  grain  next  spring,  which  I  hope  will 
be  granted.  A  decision  should  be  arrived  at  in  time  to  allow  a  careful  distribution, 
and  to  enable  the  different  people  to  obtain  the  grain  they  require  before  the  winter 
roads  and  the  rivei*s  break  up. 

RELIEF  TO  DESTITUTE. 

Early  in  December,  1889,  a  pressing  appeal  was  made  to  me  for  assistance  by 
the  Half-breeds  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  4  la  Come  and  the  Birch  Hills.  These 
people  had  formerly  been  included  in  the  Indian  treaties,  but  had  taken  scrip  and 
left  their  treaties. 
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Inspector  Macdonell  made  a  careful  enquiry  into  their  condition  and  on  his 
report  relief  was  extended  to  them. 

A  free  issue  was  at  once  made  to  the  suffering  families,  and  all  the  able  bodied 
men  were  brought  to  the  Barracks  for  work.  They  were  employed  in  cutting  and 
splittinff  wood  at  the  Post,  making  cordwood,  and  getting  out  squared  building  tim- 
ber in  the  forest. 

Work  to  the  value  of  about  8500  was  thus  distiibuted  amongst  25  or  30  famili^ 
and  in  this  way  actual  starvation  was  prevented. 

Early  in  February  the  railway  contractors  were  offering  plenty  of  work 
making  ties,  and  consequently  further  relief  by  us  was  found  unnecessary. 

In  a  few  cases  of  great  destitution  amongst  those  unable  to  work,  rations  were 
issued,  but  then  only  on  the  report  of  a  member  of  the  Force  who  had  enquired  into 
the  case. 

During  the  year  peace  and  quietness  prevailed  throughout  the  district.  No 
serious  cnmes  were  committed.  The  Indians  maintained  their  reputation  for  good 
behaviour  and  observance  of  the  laws.  No  Treaty  Indians  were  punished  during  the 
year. 

In  September  I  severed  my  connection  with  "  F  "  Division,  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  commanding  for  five  veai*s.  During  that  period  I  received  the  cordial  support  and 
co-operation  ot  all  ranks.  If  my  old  Division  has,  at  any  time,  received  your  com 
mendation,  it  was  due  to  the  superior  class  of  men  who  constituted  it,  and  then 
good  feeling  and  fellowship.  I  relinquished  my  command  with  very  great  regret. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  PEJRRY, 
Superintendent  iV.  W,  M.  P. 
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APPENDIX  H. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  A.  H.  GRIESBACH,  COMMAND- 
ING '*G»  DIVISION,  1890. 

North- West  Mounted  Police, 

Fort  Saskatchewan,  Ist  December,  1890, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  30th 
November,  1890. 

The  general  state  of  the  District  under  my  command  has  been  oi*derly  and 
prosperous. 

Farmers  are  cheerful  over  large  yields  of  grain,  notably  oats  and  barley ;  the 
wheat  was  kept  back  from  ripening  by  late  rains  and  somewhat  injured  by  frost. 
Potatoes  and  i^oots  were  an  immense  crop. 

There  have  been  no  prairie  fires  to  do  any  damage  throughout  the  year. 

Crimes  are  all  of  a  minor  class,  the  most  serious  being  a  case  of  attempted  house- 
breaking by  a  Half-bi-eed  boy  who  was  sentenced  by  Judge  Rouleau  to  two  years 
penitentiary. 

There  is  a  most  hopeful  feeling  throughout  the  District  owing  to  the  long  ex- 
pected railway  communication  having  at  lenfi^th  became  a  reality.  The  Calgary 
and  Edmonton  railroad  is  now  built  as  far  as  Red  Deer,  and  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted to  some  point  on  the  Saskatchewan  River  near  here  during  the  coming 
summer. 

Mining  on  the  river  has  not  been  carried  on  this  year  to  the  same  extent  it  was 
last,  owing  to  the  continued  high  water  preventing  the  minere  from  getting  at  the 
**  pay  dirt." 

The  amount  of  gold  taken  out  of  the  North  Saskatchewan  River  dunng  the 
season  from  say,  50  miles  above  Edmonton,  and  50  miles  below  Fort  Saskathewan,  is 
estimated  at  between  $3,000  and  84,000. 

crimes. 

The  most  serious  crime  committed  in  the  District  during  the  year,  was  a  case 
of  attempted  house-breaking  by  a  Half-breed  boy,  who  was  convicted  before  Judge 
Rouleau  and  sentenced  to  two  years  penitentiaiy. 

Among  the  other  minor  offences,  per  return  herewith,  will  be  found  two  convic- 
tions under  the  Prairie  Fire  Ordinance,  and  three  under  the  Game  Ordinance. 

A  man  named  Hodgins  was  arrested  and  tried  before  Judge  Rouleau  on  a  charge 
of  attempted  abortion  on  his  own  neice,  but  the  case  failed  for  lack  of  evidence,  and 
the  prisoner  was  discharged.  Number  of  crimes  in  1889,  50;  number  in  1890,  36; 
decrease,  14. 

'  outposts  and.  patrols. 

The  following  are  the  outposts  of  my  command  : — 

Edmonton, 

18  miles  west— one  officer,  one  non-commissioned  officer,  four  constables  and  two 
special  constables  are  stationed  at  this  Post,  who  patrol  the  town  and  suburbs  of 
Edmonton,  also  the  Calgary  trail  south  as  far  as  Telford's  Stopping  Place,  north-west 
to  Stony  Plain,  and  north  to  St.  Albert. 

St.  Albert, 

One  non-commissioned  officer  and  one  constable  are  stationed  at  this  place,  whose 
duties  include  keeping  order  and  patrolling  the  settlement  which  extends  some  8  or 
10  miles  east  and  west,  also  patrolling  the  Stony  Plain,  Rivi^re-Qui  Barre  and  Lac 
St.  Ann's  Trails. 
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Bed  Deer 

This  detachment  consists  of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  five  constables,  whose 
duties  are  lo  escort  the  mail  north  as  far  as  Blind  Man'b  Eiver,  and  south  as  far  as  the 
Eoss'  stopping  place.  This  detachment  also  patrols  the  Buffalo  Lake  Trail  and 
Icelandic  settlement,  the  latter  monthly,  also  the  Calgary  Trail  as  far  north  as  the 
Stony  Eeserve  at  Wolf  Creek  and  both  sides  of  the  Eed  Deer  Eiver  west  as  far  as 
the  Medicine  Eiver. 

Lac  St.  Anns. 

A  party  consisting  of  one  non-commissioned  officer,  three  constables  and  a  guide 
and  interpreter  were  stationed  at  this  place  for  several  weeks  during  the  summer  to 
patrol  that  portion  of  the  district,  including  the  Jasper  House  Trail.  This  party  was 
specially  detailed  to  look  out  for  the  Caribou  mail  robbers,  who  it  was  thought  might 
endeavour  to  come  through  by  way  of  Jasper  House  Pass,  but  they  were  never 
seen  or  heard  of  in  that  direction. 

This  party  also  patrolled  the  settlement  which  is  much  scattered,  received  no 
complaints  and  found  every  thing  peaceable  and  orderly. 

Special  Patrols. 

Beyond  the  regular  patrols,  several  special  patrols  were  made  in  more  distant 
parts  of  the  district,  including  one  under  charge  of  Sergeant  Grogan,  south  as  far  as 
the  Battle  Eiver  Indian  Agency,  thence  to  Spotted  Lake,  Tail  Creek  and 
Buffalo  Lake,  back  by  Eed  Deer  Lake  to  Battle  Eiver  ;  thence  on  south  side 
of  river  through  the  Battle  Eiver  settlement  crossing  the  river  at  east  end  of  settle- 
ment and  on  to  Beaver  Lake  ;  patrolled  Beaver  Lake  settlement  and  then  home  bj 
Beaver  Lake  Trail. 

Sergeant  Grogan  reports  wood,  water  and  feed  everywhere  plentiful,  except 
between  Battle  Eiver  settlement  and  Beaver  Lake,  there  being  water  in  only  one 
small  sandy  lake  about  halfway. 

The  whole  of  the  country  passed  through  by  this  patrol  is  well  adapted  for 
settlement. 

Where  there  were  settlements  crops  were  looking  well,  and  on  the  Indian 
Eeserve  Indians  were  working  at  their  farms  and  seemed  in  a  fairly  prosperous 
condition. 

Sergeant  Grogan  explained  the  prairie  fire  and  game  laws  particulai'ly,  wherever 
he  went,  and  the  Half-breeds  and  Indians  admitted  their  necessity  and  appeared 
anxious  that  they  should  be  carried  out. 

Only  one  case  of  infraction  of  the  laws  came  under  notice  during  the  patrol,  that 
being  under  the  Game  Ordinance,  and  it  having  been  obviously  committed  through 
ignorance  was  allowed  to  pass  with  a  caution. 

A  special  patrol  also  visited  Lac-la-Biche,  vid  Victoria  and  Whitefish  Lake, 
returning  by  Saddle  Lake. 

The  sergeant  in  charge  re]>orted  everything  quiet  and  orderly  on  the  Indian 
Eeserves,  and  crops  excellent  every  where  except  at  Whitefish  Lake,  where  every- 
thing was  more  or  less  injured  by  frost. 

Wood,  water  and  feed  plentiful  on  these  trails. 

There  was  a  special  patrol  under  charge  of  Corporal  Jarvis  to  Saddle  Lake,  vid 
Victoria  during  the  summer,  with  a  satisfactoiy  report. 

Eed  Deer  patrols  extended  as  far  north  east  as  Tail  Creek  and  north  to  Wolfe 
Creek,  and  everything  reported  orderly. 

There  were  many  other  patrols  including  several  along  Calgary  Trail  and 
vicinity  as  far  as  Eed  Deer.  Parties  in  charge  of  these  patrols  had  particular 
instructions  to  observe  the  manner  in  which  travellers  and  freighters  left  their  camp 
tires. 

Taking  together  all  the  reports  from  those  in  charge  of  Patrol  parties  and  out- 
posts in  the  District  under  my  command,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  oetter  and  more 
orderly  state  of  the  community  could  not  be  desired. 
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ASSISTANCE  TO  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  escorts  were  furnished  the  Indian  Department  during  the  past 
year: 

Escort  under  Inspector  Piercy,  conv^ing  annuity  money  from  Eed  Deer,  and 
distributing  same  to  the  agents  at  Battle  Kiver  and  Stony  Plain. 

Escort  under  Sergeant  Grogan.  delivering  annuity  money  to  Agent  Eoss  of 
Saddle  Lake  and  escorting  said  agent  to  all  places  of  payment. 

Escort  under  Staff  Sergeant  Diamond,  attending  Agent  Lucas  at  treaty  payments 
at  Wolf  Creek  and  Battle  Biver. 

Escort  under  Sergeant  Eumbail,  attending  Agent  DeCazes  at  payments  at  Stoney 
Plain,  Eividre-Qui-Barre  and  Lac  St.  Ann's. 

All  the  payments  passed  off  quietly  except  at  Lac  St.  Ann's  where  they  were 
delayed  for  a  day  through  some  difficulty  with  the  Stoney  Indians,  which  however  was 
finally  adjusted. 

DISCIPLINE  AND  CONDUCT. 

The  discipline  and  conduct  of  the  division  has  been  fair. 

Number  of  entnes  in  the  Defaulter's  Book,  60.  Total  amount  of  fines  imposed, 
^247.10.     Two  men  wore  punished  by  imprisonment. 

DRILL  AND  TARGET  PRACTICE. 

The  members  of  my  command  have  received  as  much  drill  as  circumstances  would 
-allow. 

Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  patrol,  escort  and  outpost  duty  required  to  be 
•done  this  year,  this  branch  has  not  received  as  much  attention  as  would  otherwise 
have  been  the  case, 

Target  practice  was  carried  on  showing  an  average  of  55  per  cent,  dismounted. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  Division  is  good,  showing  an  average  chest  measurement  of 
38  inches,  and  height  5  feet  8  inches. 

RECRUITS. 

I  engaged  no  recruits  dui-ing  the  year,  six  non-commissioned  officers  and  six 
constables  re-engaged. 

HEALTH. 

During  the  months  of  January  and  Februaiy  the  then  prevailing  epidemic  "La 
Grippe"  attacked  all  members  of  my  command  without  discrimination  or  respect  of 
pei*8ons,  commencing  at  myself  and  ending  with  the  prisonei's,  only  two  men  1  think 
escaped. 

Some  of  those  affected  suffered  very  severely  and  for  a  long  time,  routine 
was  carried  on  with  great  difficulty. 

The  fii'st  death  in  the  Division  since  I  have  had  command  of  this  District  occurred 
in  the  person  of  Eegl.  No.  1981,  Const.  P.  Taff  who  died  at  Edmonton  on  the  2nd  of 
August  last,  of  congestion  of  the  brain  and  who  was  buried  at  St.  Albert. 

With  the  above  exceptions  the  health  of  the  Division  has  been  everything  that 
could  be  desired. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  issued  in  the  Division  are  of  first  class  quality. 

Last  year,  owing  to  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  potatoes  were  only  issued  every 
other  day,  but  this  year  theyj  are  plentiful  and  of  excellent  quality,  and  a  regular 
daily  issue  is  made. 
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'     ARMS  AND  ARTILLERY. 

I  have  no  artillery  in  m^  charge. 

The  carbines  in  the  Division  are  badly  honey-corobed.  Several  have  been  Beot 
already  to  headquarters  and  returned  with  new  barrels.  The  remainder  are  to 
undergo  a  like  repair,  which  is  all  that  is  required  to  make  them  eflfective. 

The  pistols  are  in  serviceable  order  and  a  first  class  weapon. 

DESERTIONS. 

None  to  record. 

SAVINGS  BANK  DEPOSITS. 

Number  of  depositors  for  year 32 

Total  amount  deposited $2,080  57 

Average  amount  deposited  per  month 173  38 

INSPECTION  OP  THE  DIVISION. 

The  Division  and  its  outposts  were  inspected  by  the  Commissioner  on  the 
following  dates  : 

Eed  Deer,  24th  November,  1890  ;  Fort  Saskatchewan,  27th  and  28th  November, 
1890  ;  Edmonton  and  St.  Albert,  29th  November,  1890. 

HORSES. 

The  horses  of  the  Division  are  generally  in  good  and  serviceable  condition  with 
the  exception  of  eight  which  are  getting  old  and  slow  for  Police  work.  Thm 
horaes  will,  if  possible,  by  direction  of  the  Commissioner,  be  sold  or  exchanged  for 
lighter  and  younger  horees  during  the  winter ;  as  they  are  suitable  for  railwiy 
work  it  is  probable  that  good  exchanges  may  be  effected. 

I  purchased  one  re-mount  during  the  year,  a  fine,  well  and  compactly  built  colt 
about  15  hands  high,  which  will  make  a  fii*st  class  saddle  horse. 

The  Division  lost  three  horses  during  the  past  year,  one  being  staked  at  Bed 
Deer,  one  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  of  heart  and  liver  disease  and  one  at  Edmonton,  of 
congestion  of  the  lungs. 

The  distance  covered  by  the  hoi'ses  of  my  Division  during  the  year  was  134,957 
miles. 

HARNESS  AND  SADDLERY. 

The  harness  of  the  Division  is  in  good  order,  and  with  some  new  sets,  shortly 
expected,  will  be  complete. 

The  saddlery  is  in  fair  condition  and  after  being  overhauled  and  repaired 
during  the  coming  winter  will  be  sufficient  for  next  year  s  work,  with  the  addiUon  of 
six  new  double  cinch  saddles  asked  for  in  the  estimates. 

TRANSPORT. 

Theti*ansportof  the  Division  is  in  good  and  serviceable  condition,  but  two  spring 
waggons  and  two  buckboards,  one  single  and  one  double,  will  be  required  for  the 
next  season's  work. 

FORAGE. 

The  oats  supplied  are  all  grown  in  the  district  and  are  of  good  quality  aDd 
weight. 

Hay  is  also  of  good  quality,  but  might  be  better.  The  heavy  and  continuons 
rains  which  occurred  during  the  haying  season  this  year,  rendering  the  making  of 
first  class  hay  impossible. 

STABLES. 

The  stables  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  which  are  very  old  and  built  of  logs  should 
be  moved  and  rebuilt,  they  are  specially  referred  to  under  the  heading  of  "  Kew 
buildings,  repairs  and  alterations  required." 
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The  stabling  at  Edmonton,  St.  Albert,  and  Eed  Deer  is  all  very  good. 

GENERAL   EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  is  equal  to  present  requirements. 

REPAIRS  TO  BARRACKS  EFFECTED. 

Dunng  the  past  year  the  following  repaii*s  and  improvements  have  been 
effected  : 

Old  Barrack  Room, 

This  log  building,  90  x  20,  has  been  completelv  renovated,  new  foundation  of 
tamarac  logs,  new  spruce  sleepers,  new  floor,  walls  chinked  and  plastered  with 
mortar,  outside  walls  strapped  and  covered  with  rustic  siding,  roof  sheeted  and 
reshingled  with  tar  paper  between  sheeting  and  shingles,  one  brick  chimney  built, 
also  ventilator  leading  from  cellar  through  roof.  Cellar  dug,  20  x  10,  curbed,  floored 
and  divided  up  into  bins. 

This  building  is  now  used  as  Quarter  master's  store  and  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  viz. : — General  ^tore,  issuing  room  over  cellar,  and  office.  The  Quartermaster 
Sergeant's  office  and  issuing  store  are  ceiled  throughout  with  tongued  and  grooved 
lumber. 

It  is  now  a  good  looking,  warm  and  substantial  building  and  will  last  for  many 
years. 

The  roof  and  body  still  require  painting  to  make  it  complete. 

Commanding  Officer's  Old  Quarters, 

This  building,  70  x  20,  also  built  of  logs,  has  been  repaired  as  above.  New  founda- 
tion of , tamarac  logs ;  new  sleepers  throughout.  Eoofre-sheeled  and  re-shingled  with 
tar  paper  between  walls,  plastered  inside  and  out.  Outside  walls  strapped  and 
covered  with  imstic  siding.  Two  brick  chimneys  built  and  the  building  divided  up 
as  follows : — 

Orderly  room  at  west  end,  22  x  19  feet.  This  room  is  double  floored  and  ceiled  and 
partitioned  with  matched  lumber. 

Division  store  placed  in  centre  of  building;  Sergeant  Major's  Quarters  and 
offices  at  east  end.  This  portion  of  the  building  is  also  double  floored,  ceiled,  and 
partitioned  with  matched  lumber  into  sleeping  room  and  office. 

All  doora  in  the  building  opening  to  the  north  replaced  by  windows  and  doors, 
which  are  double,  now  opening  to  the  south. 

This  building  is  now  in  good  condition,  and  requires  only  to  have  roof  and  body 
painted  to  be  complete. 

Sergeant's  Mess  and  Quarters, 

Brick  chimneys  built  and  brought  down  below  ceiling,  to  ensure  greater  safety 
from  fire. 

Men's  Dining  and  Recreation  Room, 

This  building,  50  x  22  feet,  divided  into  mess  and  recreation  rooms,  was  thoroughly 
overhauled ;  ceiling  torn  down  and  raised  from  7  feet  high  to  10  feet ;  re-ceiled 
throughout  with  new  matched  lumber;  two  brick  chimneys  built  and  brought  down 
below  ceiling;  three  iron  rods  put  in  through  building  to  strengthen  it;  new  parti- 
tion of  matched  lumber,  dividing  mess  room  from  recreation  room,  and  a  porch  built 
at  dining-room  door. 

Veterinary  Surgery, 


One  brick  chimney  built. 
One  brick  chimney  built. 


Carpenter's  Shop, 
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New  Barrack  Roam. 

This  building,  60  x  20  feet,  received  two  coat^  of  paint  outside  this  year,  the  roof 
liaving  previously  been  painted. 

Commanding  Officer's  Quarters. 

These  quarters  also  received  two  coats  of  paint,  the  roof  having  been  painted  in 
the  previous  year. 

To  complete  this  building  a  new  kitchen,  28x18  feet,  with  halfstory  above,  was 
built  this  year.  It  has  four  windows  below  and  two  doors — one  leading  into  main 
building  and  one  leading  into  yard,  with  porch ;  one  pantry,  1  feet  8  inches  by  5  feet 
^  inches,  and  a  stairway  leading  upstairs,  with  good  cupboard  underneath.  Also,  a 
good  cellar,  8  x  12  feet,  curbed  with  lumber,  and  two  ventilator  put  in. 

The  upper  half  story  is  floored  with  matched  lumber,  and  has  one  window  and 
one  door,  the  latter  leading  into  water-closet,  which  is  built  in  at  end. 

Fence  Round  Commanding  Officer's  Quarters. 

A  wire  netting  fence,  with  posts  12  feet  apart  and  with  a  rail  on  top  and  baseboard 
ut  bottom,  was  also  built  in  front  of  these  premises  and  painted. 

Temporary  Forge. 

A  temporary  forge  of  lumber  was  built  at  Edmonton  by  our  own  men,  the 
material  for  which  cost  $25. 

Stable  at  Headquarters. 

^  This  stable,  124  x  30  feet,  has  been  repaired  for  coming  winter,  thoroughly  plas- 
tered with  mortar  and  whitewashed  inside ;  planks  raised  in  stalls,  cleanea  out  and 
sprinkled  with  quicklime  underneath. 

This  stable  requires  re-building  badly  on  fresh  ground,  the  foundation  being 
rotten ;  and,  owing  to  the  ground  having  become  foul,  is  dangei'ous  to  the  health  of 
the  horses. 

NEW   BUILDINGS,   REPAIRS  AND   ALTERATIONS   REQUIRED   DURING  COMING   YEAR. 

Hospital. 

A  hospital  is  very  much  required,  the  present  system  of  renting  a  building  for 
)se  not  being  satisfactory, 
ent  paid  during  the  last  six  years  would  go  a  long  way  to  erect  a  suitable 


this  purpose  not  being  satisfactory. 

Ther '     ' 

building. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  steps  will  be  taken  to  erect  a  hospital  close  to  the  barracb 
during  the  coming  year. 

Guard  Room. 

This  building,  built  of  logs,  requires  removing  fVom  its  present  site  to  a  place 
where  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  main  entrance  fronting  the  river,  and  where  a 
much  easier  grade  could  be  made  than  the  one  now  in  use. 

The  building  would  have  to  be  moved  on  rol lei's  to  its  new  site,  new  foundation 
of  tamamc  logs  put  under,  walls  replastered  with  mortar,  strapped  outside  and  sided 
with  rustic  siding,  which  also  would  require  painting.  Chimneys  would  have  to  be 
taken  down  during  the  moving  and  re-built. 

A  stockaded  yard,  suitable  for  exercising  refractory  prisoners,  and  containing  a 
W.C.  and  wash-room,  should  also  be  built  on  to  the  rear  of  the  guard-room.  This 
being  done  would  tend  to  greater  security  of  pnsoners,  and  more  seclusion  than  the 
present  system  of  marching  them  to  the  wash-room  and  W.C. 

This  building  would  also  require  new  floor. 
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Inspectors'  Quarters. 

This  building,  partly  frame  and  partly  built  of  logs,  originally  an  ice-house,  was^ 
through  necessity,  used  as  a  married  sergeants*  quarters,  afterwards  as  a  single  and 
then  a  married  officers'  quarters.  Additions  were  made  at  different  times  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  difTerent  occupants. 

The  building  is  now  unsuitable  for  its  purpose  and  a  source  of  danger  to  the  rest 
of  the  Post,  from  its  liability  to  take  fire. 

Taking  these  facts  into  consideration,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  two-story  cottage^ 
about  24  X  18  feet,  with  kitchen  in  rear,  should  be  built. 

Stables, 

Two  new  stables,  each  to  hold  20  horses,  are  required  to  be  built,  some  distance 
apart,  so  as  not  to  have  the  horses  all  in  one  building,  which,  in  case  of  fiie,  would 
result  in  a  heavy  loss. 

Sick  Stables, 

Should  the  new  stables,  as  indicated,  be  built,  the  material  in  the  old  can  be  used 
to  build  a  sick  stable,  which  is  urgently  required. 

Waggon  Shed. 

A  waggon  shed  is  also  urgently  required,  there  being  none  at  this  Post. 

Wells, 

Two  wells  are  also  required,  one  with  a  tank,  windmill  and  well-house,  the  other 
close  to  wash-room  with  ordinary  pump.  Were  this  done  the  hauling  of  so  much 
water  from  the  river  would  be  greatly  lessened. 

Harness  and  Saddle-Boom,  and  Blacksmith's  Shop, 

A  building  for  this  purpose  is  also  required.  Should  new  stables  be  built  as 
proposed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  the  present  blacksmith's  shop,  which  is  now 
too  near  to  the  proposed  site  and  would  be  a  source  of  danger. 

This  building  could,  however,  be  turned  into  a  saddle  and  harness  room,  as  there 
would  be  no  fire  in  it,  and  a  new  blacksmith's  shop  built  in  a  more  suitable  situation. 

Fence  Bound  Barracks, 

A  new  fence  is  urgently  required  round  the  barracks,  in  place  of  the  common 
poplar  rail  fence,  which  is  always  requiring  repairs. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  netted  wire  fence,,  with  tamarac  posts,  should  bo  built^ 
which  would  be  both  stronger  and  neater. 

BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

Nearly  all  barrack  funiiture  has  been  made  within  the  division.  The  beds 
occupied  by  the  men  are  ordinary  trestles  and  boards,  and  are  continually  requiring 
repairs.  As  I  recommended  in  my  last  two  annual  reports,  they  should  be  replaced 
by  iron  cots,  which  would  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  men,  the  appearance  of  the  I'ooms, 
and  would,  I  think,  be  more  healthy. 

FUEL. 

Wood  is  used  at  Fort  Saskatchewan,  and  costs  from  $1.45  to  $1.50  per  cord 
delivered  (including  timber  dues).  In  addition  to  this  there  is  a  charge  of  30  cents 
per  cord  for  the  steam  saw,  which  is  hu*ed  to  out  it  into  stove  lengths.  Over  300 
cords  have  already  been  cut  up  this  year,  owing  to  my  having,  by  means  of  dividing 
up  the  contract,  got  the  wood  upon  the  giound  in  good  time,  and  so  been  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  fine  weather. 

I  think  it  desirable,  however,  and  have  to  recommend  that  in  future  coal  be  used 
instead  of  wood,  for  many  reasons— -one  being  that  there  is  always  a  certain  amount 
of  danger  from  fire  with  wood,  owing  to  the  sparks  flying  about  during  high  winds. 
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Coal  is  getting  cheaper,  and  next  year  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  difference 
in  the  price,  or,  if  any,  it  may  be  in  favour  of  the  coal  on  a  basis  of  three  cords  of 
wood  to  a  ton  of  coal,  which,  1  think,  is  about  the  proportion,  the  wood  supplied 
being  of  a  very  light  nature  and  rapidly  burns  away. 

Coal  is  used  at  Edmonton  and  St.  Albert,  except  for  cooking  purposes.  Wood 
is  used  at  Red  Deer. 

TELEPHONES. 

There  is  one  telephone  in  the  division,  between  the  telegraph  office  and  the 
barracks  at  Edmonton. 

Also,  there  are  many  piivate  telephones  in  Edmonton,  and  public  telephone 
communication  between  Edmonton  and  St.  Albert. 

TELEGRAPH. 

There  is  one  telegraph  line  in  the  district,  from  Edmonton  via  Fort  Saskatche- 
wan, Victoria,  Saddle  Lake,  Fort  Pitt  and  Battlefoixi  to  Qu*Appelle. 

FIRE  PROTECTION. 

There  is  no  fire  engine  in  my  division,  but  every  precaution  to  guard  against 
fire  is  taken.  All  buildings  now  have  brick  chimneys  coming  well  down  into  the 
rooms  and  all  stovepipes  are  now  in  sight.  Stoves  and  stovepipes  are  examined 
daily.  Quartei's  are  supplied  with  fire  axes,  fire  buckets  filled  with  water,  hand 
grenades,  household  fire-extinguishers  and  water  barrels,  and  buildings  have  roof 
and  wall  ladders.  The  bugler  has  special  instructions  in  regard  to  Bounding  the 
alarm,  and  the  men  are  well  up  in  fire  drill. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  fix)m  the  Saskatchewan  Eiver  is  used  both  at  Fort  Saskatchewan  and 
Edmonton,  and  is  good  for  all  general  purposes. 

There  is  a  well  at  each  Post,  but  the  result  of  tests  has  been  in  favour  of  the 
river  for  watering  horses. 

St.  Albert  has  a  good  well,  from  which  the  water  for  the  requirementa  of  the 
Post  is  drawn. 

River  water  is  used  at  Eed  Deer. 

ROADS  AND   BRIDGES. 

Roads. 

As  stated  in  mv  last  annual  report,  the  principal  trails  in  the  diatiict,  such  as  the 
Calgary  and  Athabasca,  are  in  very  "good  order  and  well  supplied  with  bridges, 
although  there  is  much  room  for  improvement  on  that  part  of  the  Calgaiy  trail, 
known  as  the  **  Boggy  Plain,"  which  may  bo  said  to  extend  from  a  little  sooth  of 
Blackmud  to  Pipestone  Creek.  When  all  the  rest  of  the  road  is  good  travelling  bad 
spots  are  always  to  be  found  in  this  particular  part. 

The  trail  leading  north  from  here  to  Lac  la  Biche  via  Victoria  and  Whitefish 
Lake  badly  needs  attention. 

There  are  many  creeks,  both  large  and  small,  with  high  and  steep  banks,  and 
freighters  over  this  road  have  a  hard  time  of  it 

Much  public  money  has  been  spent  on  the  Calgary  trail,  and  it  is  really  time 
something  should  be  done  to  improve  this  one. 

Bridges, 

The  bridges  on  Calgaiy  trail  are  reported  all  in  good  order.  Two  fine  new  sub- 
stantial bridges  have  been  built  over  the  Sturgeon  and  Vermillion  streams,  on  the 
Athabasca  trail,  which  were  much  needed  and  are  a  great  improvement. 

No  bridges  have  been  built  on  the  Victoria  and  Lac  la  Biche  trail,  and  every 
year  makes  this  trail  worse  in  this  respect.  What  bridges  there  were  ai'e  worn  out 
and  dangerous. 
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The  trail  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  from  Fort  Saskatchewan  vid  Egg  Lake 
to  Victoria,  requires  two  bridges,  one  over  the  Beaver  Creek  and  one  over  the  Two 
Creeks.  This  road,  which  is  much  shorter  than  the  one  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  and  havine  only  four  small  creeks  to  cross  (two  of  which  are  already  well 
bridged),  is  much  the  better  of  the  two,  being  dry  and  almost  free  from  bog  holes 
throughout. 

There  are  three  settlements  and  several  Indian  resei-ves  through  which  these 
trails  lead,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  attention  will  be  paid  to  them  when 
money  voted  for  road  improvements  in  this  district  is  expended  during  the  coming 
year. 

FERRIES. 

There,  are  three  chartered  ferries  in  my  district,  viz.,  one  at  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
one  at  Edmonton  and  one  at  Bed  Deer,  which  are  all  in  ffood  working  order. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report  a  ferry  at  Victoria  would  be  a  good  thing,  both  for 
settlers  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district  and  freighters  to  Lac  la  Biche,  as  they 
<5ould  then  use  the  trail  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  which  is  shorter  and  better 
than  the  one  on  the  north  side. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

The  liquor  laws  are  the  same  as  last  year,  and  until  some  change  is  made, 
illicit  traffic  will  be  hard  to  control  or  put  down. 

Intoxicants  are  to  be  found  in  all  saloons,  but  always  protected  by  permits. 

I  am  glad,  however,  to  say  that  no  crimes  of  consequence  attributable  to  this 
cause  have  been  committed  in  this  district  during  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  return 
of  crimes  herewith. 

SETTLERS  AND   CROPS. 

Settlers. 

During  the  year  much  land  has  been  taken  up  by  parties  who  came  to  inspect 
the  country  with  a  view  to  settlement,  and  who  have  gone  back  to  bring  in  their 
families  in  the  coming  spring. 

Their  impressions  of  the  country  for  farming  and  stock  raising  were  most 
favourable,  and  they  promise  that  when  they  return  they  will  be  accompanied  by 
many  of  their  neighbours. 

Besides  those  who  have  actually  taken  up  land,  the  district  has  been  visited  by 
delegates,  practical  men,  from  the  Old  Countiy,  Eastern  Canada  and  Dakota,  who 
visited  all  parts  of  the  district,  recognized  the  value  of  what  they  saw  and  returned 
to  circulate  their  impressions  amongst  those  by  whom  they  were  sent. 

Eeports  of  agricultural  shows  held  here  have  gone  forth  and  specimens  of  grain 
and  roots  have  been  asked  for  and  sent  both  south  and  east,  and  the  outside  world  is 
fast  becoming  aware  of  the  value  of  this  splendid  agricultural  district. 

Up  to  the  present  time  Northern  Alberta  has  been  heavily  handicapped  by  the 
want  of  railway  communication,  but  the  coming  year  removes  this  drawback  in  the 
shape  of  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  Eailroad,  which  will  be  completed  to  some  point 
near  Fort  Saskatchewan  next  summer,  and  with  the  coming  flow  of  immigration, 
which  must  follow,  those  pioneers  who  are  well  settled  here  now,  are  about  to  reap 
the  reward  of  their  pluck  and  perseverance. 

At  Eed  Deer  there  have  been  17  new  settlers  dunng  the  year,  and  the  place  is 
rapidly  increasing. 

The  Icelandic  settlement  at  Little  Red  Deer  is  growing  and  the  people  are 
fairly  prosperous  and  well  pleased  with  the  countiy. 

Crops, 

This  was  a  splendid  growing  season,  and  the  yield  very  large,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  figures : — 

Average  yield  of  oats  per  acre,  about 70  bushels. 

do  barley  do  40      do 

do  wheat  do  25      do 
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Owing  to  the  late  rains  preventing  the  wheat  from  ripening,  some  of  it  was 
damaged  by  frost. 

There  was  an  immeiise  crop  of  potatoes  and  roots  of  first  class  quality. 

As  settlement  increases  and  more  land  is  cultivated,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
will  be  a  great  wheat-growing  country. 

RANCHING  PROSPECTS. 

The  ranching  prospects  of  the  district  are  improving  each  year.  Stock  is 
steadily  increasing  in  numbei*s  and  improving  in  quality. 

Banchers  here  are  all  mixed  farmers  and  do  not  undertake  to  keep  more  stock 
than  they  can  attend  to  well  and  stable  and  feed  during  the  winter  months. 

Bands  range  up  to  100  head,  but  few  keep  more  than  that  number. 

Of  late  yeai-s  many  thoroughbred  bulls  and  high  grade  cows  have  been  brooght 
into  the  district,  which  has  been  the  means  of  greatly  improving  the  breed  of  cattle, 
and  stock-raising  on  this  plan  has  proved  most  profitable. 

Northern  Alberta  is  particularly  well  adapted  to  this  kind  of  ranching,  as  tim- 
ber for  building  sheds  and  outbuildings  is  abundant,  and  hay  everywhere  pleutiful. 

There  are  a  few  who  have  larger  bands,  ranging  as  high  as  350  head,  and  to 
whom  farming  is  a  secondary  consideration.  These  do  not  remain  near  the  larger 
settlements,  but  take  their  cattle  to  places  where  feed  and  shelter  are  particularly 
good,  and  where  unlimited  quantities  of  hay  is  easily  obtained  near  to  their  shei 
and  stables. 

Beaver  Lake  has  three  of  these  ranches ;  Sandy  Lake  another. 

The  breed  of  hoi-ses  is  also  greatly  improving  in  the  district,  as  was  seen  at  the 
agricultural  show  at  Edmonton,  whei-e  the  exhibit  of  colts,  yearlings  and  two-year- 
olds  was  particularly  good. 

Horses  that  are  not  required  to  work  do  well  out  most  of  the  winter. 

Number  of  cattle  in  district,  about 5,500  head. 

do         horses  do  2.000    do 

do         sheep  do  1,300    do 

GAME   AND   FISH. 

Game, 

From  reports  which  I  have  received  there  appears  to  be  a  better  prospect  for 
fur  this  winter  than  last.  Bear,  beaver,  mink,  rats,  moose  and  elk  are  reported 
more  numerous,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  may  prove  to  be  true. 

I  reported  strongly  last  year  on  the  advisability  of  framing  and  enforcing  laws 
for  the  protection  of  all  fur-bearing  animals,  as  under  present  circumstance^  it  is 
only  a  matter  of  time  before  thev  will  be  almost  extinct. 

Duck,  praiiie  chickens  and  partridge  have  been  much  more  numerous  than 
usual  this  season,  which  I  think  is  principally  owing  to  the  energetic  manner  in 
which  my  patrols  have  circulated  the  laws  relating  to  game  and  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  those  caught  infringing  them  were  dealt  with. 

There  has  been  little  or  no  destruction  of  eggs  this  season,  which  was  one  of 
the  principal  causes  of  the  increasing  scarcity  of  this  class  of  game. 

1  have  again  to  suggest  that  Indians  should  not  be  granted  passes  to  leave  their 
reserves  during  the  close  season,  as  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  it  appears  doubt- 
ful whether  they  can  be  dealt  with. 

Fish, 

In  relation  to  the  rapidly  decreasing  state  of  th  s  valuable  article  of  food  in  the 
northern  parts  of  the  district,  I  submit  the  following  extract  firom  one  of  Sergeant 
Grogan's  patrol  reports : — 

"  With  regard  to  the  fisheries,  I  found  the  same  report  at  all  the  frequented 
lakes,  that  the  whitefish  are  almost  extinct,  though  it  was  admitted  that  they  still 
abound  in  the  more  remote  lakes. 
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"  This  extinction  of  the  whitefish  is,  without  question,  due  to  the  practice  in 
vogue  formerly  of  capturing  them  in  unlimited  quantities  during  the  few  days 
when  they  come  into  the  shallow  water  to  spawn.  They  have  scarcely  taken  a  fish 
all  summer  at  Lac  La  Biche,  and  eight  or  ten  nets  are  now  required  where  one  or 
two  used  to  suffice.  Yet  they  told  me  that  to  enforce  the  close  season  on  this  lake 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  sentence  of  starvation  for  the  Half-breed  settlers,since  they 
have  not  got  the  appliances  to  pursue  and  capture  the  fish  in  deepwater  in  the 
centre  of  the  lake. 

•  "  The  question  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  close  season  does  not 
cover  the  spawning  season  on  some  of  the  lakes.  1  was  informed  on  good  authority 
that  it  does  not  commence  at  Saddle  Lake  until  10th  November,  and  that  it  varies 
several  days  in  them  all." 

Three  pei*sons  were  fined  under  the  Game  Ordinance  during  the  year. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  on  the  different  reservations  are  much  in  the  usual  state,  although 
I  think  that  this  year  more  of  their  attention  has  been  paid  to  farming,  from  the 
fact  that  there  have  been  few  parties  seen  roa^ming  about  and  only  one  or  two 
applications  have  been  made  to  me  for  assistance. 

Xo  special  cases  of  sickness  have  been  reported,  and  no  crimes  of  consequence 
have  been  committed  by  them. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

Every  precaution  was  used  during  the  past  spring  and  fall  to  guard  against 
prairie  fires,  with  the  pleasing  result  that  I  have  only  one  case  of  consequence 
to  record,  and  little  or  no  damage  from  this  source  has  been  done  in  the  district. 

A  man  namf^d  Henderson  was  burnt  out  in  May  last  near  Edmonton.  The 
Police  were  output  were  too  late  to  save  the  property.  The  man  refused  to  lay  an 
information  and  the  case  had  to  drop. 

This  absence  of  prairie  fires  is,  I  think,  due  to  the  manner  in  which  copies 
of  the  Prairie  Fire  Ordinance  were  distributed  thi*oughout  the  district  and  posted 
along  all  trails,  also  to  the  vigilance  exercised  by  my  patrols  and  outposts,  and  to 
the  greater  care  used  by  the  community  at  large,  who  appear  at  length  to  realize  the 
danger  of  letting  fires  escape. 

The  Police  were  out  on  two  occasions  only.  Four  persons  were  fined  under  the 
Ordinance. 

RELIEF   TO   HALF-BREEDS. 

No  cases  of  distress  amongst  Half-breeds  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  the 
year  and  I  distributed  no  relief. 

The  approaching  railway  construction  has,  I  am  informed,  afforded  employment 
to  a  good  many  of  their  numbers. 

OFFICERS. 

I  have  at  present  only  one  officer  in  my  command,  viz.,  Lispector  Piercy,  who 
is  stationed  at  Edmonton. 

This  officer,  during  the  time  he  has  been  stationed  at  that  post,  has  carried  on 
the  duties  required  of  him  in  a  most  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner. 

ly— 7 
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NON-COMMISSIONED   0PPICBE8. 


The  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  now  serving  in  the  D  ivision  has 
been  in  almost  all  cases  all  that  coald  be  desired,  and  I  have  pleasure  in  acknowl- 
edging the  assistance  I  have  received  from  them  in  carrying  on  the  different  duties 
required. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  GEIESBACH, 
Superintendent.  Commanding  "6^"  Division. 

The  Commissioner  N.-W.  M.  Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX  J. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  E.  W.   JARVIS, 
COMMANDING  *^A"   DIVISION,  1890. 

!Maplb  Crbek,  Ist  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended 
yesterday. 

I  assumed  command  of  this  District  on  1st  January  last,  and  I  am  informed  by 
my  predecessor,  Inspector  Sanders,  that  nothing  of  any  importance  occurred  between 
30th  November,  1889,  and  that  date. 

GENERAL   STATE   OP   THE   DISTRICT,   AND   CRIME. 

The  District  has  been  quiet,  and  ci*ime  is  noted  by  its  absence.  A  few  petty 
€ase8  have  occurred  at  Medicine  Hat,  but  as  will  be  seen  from  the  attached  schedule 
of  cases  tried,  there  has  been  nothing  of  a  serious  nature. 

PATROLS  AND   OUTPOSTS. 

Outposts  were  established  throughout  the  District  at  the  same  points  as  form- 
erly, witn  the  addition  of  a  small  detachment  at  Stone  Pile,  thirty  miles  down  the 
White  Mod  River  from  East  End  Post.  This  detachment  was  placed  there  to  keep 
up  the  chain  of  communication  with  "B"  Division,  whose  patrol  was  met  once  a 
week  during  the  summer  at  Snake  Creek. 

A  constable  was  als9  stationed  in  the  German  settlement,  Josefsburg. 

A  continuous  line  of  patrol  was  carried  on  once  a  week  each  way,  between 
Snake  Creek  and  Willow  Creek,  where  the  •*  K  "  Division  patrol  was  met. 

Reports  of  all  occurrences  in  the  District  were  sent  to  Maple  Creek  every  week. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   INDIAN   DEPARTMENT. 

There  has  been  no  trouble  whatever  with  the  few  nomad  Indians  in  this  District, 
and  the  Department  has  not  required  the  services  of  the  Police. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   RAILROADS. 

Men  on  detachment  at  Swift  Current,  Maple  Creek,  Dunmore  and  Medicine  Hat, 
attend  the  arrival  and  departure  of  all  trains,  and  their  services  would  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  authorities,  if  required.  They  have  not 
however  been  called  upon. 

ASSISTANCE   TO   CUSTOMS   DEPARTMENT. 

The  usual  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  work  of  this  Department.  Importers 
have  in  all  cases  been  required  to  pay  duty,  and  reports  have  been  regularly  made 
of  all  persons  arriving  from,  or  proceeding  to,  the  United  States. 

DISCIPLINE,  CONDUCT   &C. 

On  taking  over  command  of  this  Division  I  found  the  state  of  discipline  very 
satisfactory,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  it  has  continued  so.  The  conduct  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officei*s  and  constables  has,  with  very  few  exceptions,^  been  all  that  could 
be  wished. 

DRILL,  TARGET   PRACTICE   &C. 

The  Division  went  through  a  course  of  setting-up  drill  in  the  spring,  before  the 
detachments  were  sent  out ;  but  owing  to  the  small  number  of  men  at  headquartejs 
during  the  summer,  no  other  drill  has  been  possible.  As  soon  as  the  detachments 
<5ome  in  for  the  winter,  drill  will  be  resumed,  whenever  the  weather  will  allow  of  it. 

19— 1i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


100 


A  i)ew  rifle  range  was  laid  out  early  in  the  spring,  on  what  I  consider  a  prefer- 
able location  to  the  former  one;  and  preparations  were  made  for  a  good  geaeon's 
practice.  It  was  soon  found,  however,  that  good  shooting  could  not  be  made  with 
the  ammunition  on  hand,  which  was  supplied  by  the  Dominion  Cartridge  Company. 

In  the  month  of  June,  a  supply  of  ammunition  was  received  from  Regina,  made 
by  the  Winchester  Arms  Company. 

About  one-half  of  the  Division  finished  their  dismounted  target  practice. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  Division  is  excellent,  and  the  men  are  well  able  to  perform 
the  arduous  duties  sometimes  required  of  them. 

RECRUITS. 

Only  two  men  applied  for  engagement  at  Maple  Creek,  one  of  whom  wa§ 
accepted  and  sent  to  headquarters  at  Regina  ;  the  other  being  rejected. 

HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  Division  has  been  good,  only  one  serious  case  having 
occurred,  viz.,  that  of  Regl.  No.  2336  Constable  Lathrop,  who  was  laid  up  with 
pneumonia  toi-  twenty-four  days. 

RATIONS. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  rations  supplied  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

KIT,   CLOTHING,   &C. 

The  issues  of  kit  have  been  satisfactory,  very  few  deficiencies  occurring. 

ARMS,  ARTILLERY. 

The  carbines  in  this  Division,  considering  their  age  and  the  hard  usage  thej 
have  been  subject,  to  are  still  fairly  serviceable ;  the  revolvers  are  in  good  order. — ^There 
is  no  artillery  in  the  district. 

desertions: 

There  were  four  desertions  from  this  Division  during  the  year,  viz.: 

Regl.  No.  2092  Contable  Frayer ;  deserted  from  Battle  Creek  outpost  in  February 
last.  Ho  was  badly  frozen  before  reaching  Fort  Assiniboine,  whei'e  he  was  in 
hospital  for  some  time.  This  constable  subsequently  gave  himself  up  and  after 
undergoing  a  term  of  imprisonment,  was  returned  to  duty, 

Regl.  No.  2074  Constable  Robinson,  deserted  in  March. 

Regl.  No.  2025  Constable  Steen,  and  Regl.  No.  2339,  Constable  Dan ks,  deserted  in 
October. 

In  none  of  these  cases  was  any  Government  property  lost. 

SAVINGS   BANK. 

The  amount  deposited  in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  reached  the  satisfactory 
total  of  84002. 

strength  of  the  division. 

The  Division  was  nearly  up  to  strength  when  I  assumed  command,  but  it  has 
been  gradually  diminishing  until  it  is  now  about  twenty-one  uuder  strength. 

Having  to  keep  up  two  separate  Barracks,  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine  Hat 
requires  a  large  permanent  staff,  and  leaves  comparatively  few  men  to  supply  twelve 
detachments  and  do  the  necessary  patrol  work. 
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INSPECTION   OF    DIVISION. 

The  Posts  at  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine  Hat  were  inspected  by  yourself  on 
several  occasions,  and  the  line  of  outposts  was  inspected  by  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner early  in  November. 

The  whole  district  was  frequently  visited  and  the  detachments  inspected  by 
myself  or  the  officers  of  the  division. 

HORSES  AND   MILEAGE. 

The  horses  of  this  division  are  in  good  order.  They  are,  with  few  exceptions,  in 
serviceable  condition.  A  number  of  the  older  horses  having  been  cast  by  you  and  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon  in  the  spring,  the  division  was  supplied  with  thirteen  remounts, 
all  of  which  have  turned  out  well.  About  twenty  of  the  horses  will  be  turned  out  on 
herd  this  winter. 

The  total  number  of  miles  travelled  was  167,500. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 

The  saddles  now  in  use  a^*e  in  good  order.  A  few  want  small  repairs,  but  these 
can  be  made  by  the  Troop  saddler. 

Three  sets  of  harness  afe  worn  out ;  they  hav^  been  in  use  for  some  years.  All 
the  rest  of  the  harness  is  in  fair  order ;  some  repairs  to  traces  and  reins  will  make  it 
as  good  as  new. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  new  heavy  waggons  received  last  year  are  the  only  ones  still  serviceable. 
The  cost  of  repairing  the  others  amounts  almost  to  the  value  of  a  new  waggon  each 
year ;  besides  which,  they  cannot  be  used  on  long  trips,  as  they  are  not  to  be  depended 
upon. 

A  new  single  buckboard  was  bought  here  for  use  at  this  Post,  and  a  new  spring 
waggon  was  purchased  for  use  at  Medicine  Hat. 

FORAGE. 

The  oats  supplied  this  year,  coming  mostly  from  the  East,  are  of  good  quality. 
The  hay  put  up  nere  and  at  the  various  outposts  is  good.  It  was  very  scarce  this 
season,  owing  to  the  extreme  diyness  of  the  early  part  of  the  summer.  The  contrac- 
tors had  great  difficulty  in  saving  and  stacking  their  hay,  owing  to  the  continued  rain 
which  fell  during  August  and  September. 

STABLES. 

A  stable  for  sick  horses  has  been  built  at  this  Post.  This  was  much  wanted. 
Some  small  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  other  stables,  and  a  harness-room  has 
been  built  at  Medicine  Hat.    The  stables  are  now  in  good  oixler. 

EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  of  this  division  is  good.  I  would  like  to  have  more 
field  glasses,  so  that  the  non-commissioned  officer  or  senior  constable  in  charge  of 
each  outpost  might  have  one.  No  matter  how  good  a  man's  sight  is,  it  is  difficult 
to  distinguish  objects  at  a  distance  with  the  eye  only,  owing  to  the  haze  which 
prevails  all  over  the  prairie  in  summer. 

At  present  lieid  glasses  are  only  issued  to  sergeants. 

BARRACKS  AND  BARRACK  FURNITURE. 

The  buildings  at  this  Post  and  at  Medicine  Hat  have  had  the  plaster  repaired 
and  have  been  calsomined  throughout.  Some  painting  has  also  been  done  at  Maple 
Creek,  and  will  be  continued  from  time  to  time  until  completed,  both  inside  and  out. 

A  new  hospital  has  been  located  at  this  Post,  and  one  wing  of  it  built  for  use 
this  winter;  the  balance  of  the  building  to  be  put  up  next  spring. 
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A  two-storey  log-house,  20  x  24,  has  also  been  built  here  for  the  Assistant  Sur- 
geon.    This  was  put  up  by  Police  labour. 

The  barracks  at  Medicine  Hat  will  require  considerable  repairs,  painting,  &c,, 
next  spring.  These  barracks  might,  I  think,  be  very  well  done  away  with,  as  they 
are  a  constant  source  of  expense ;  and  ai*e  badly  situated,  being  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Saskatchewan,  and  only  approachable  by  a  ferry.  The  necessary  Police  work  in 
that  part  of  the  district  might  be  done  by  a  small  detachment  in  the  town  of 
Medicine  Hat. 

I  am  still  in  hopes  of  some  day  seeing  iron  cots  in  the  barrack  rooms,  instead 
of  the  old-fashioned  bed-board  and  trestle. 

FUEL. 

The  fuel  used  at  both  Posts  is  Leth bridge  coal.  This  coal  is  of  good  quality, 
but  there  is  considerable  loss  in  the  *•  slack."  It  is  also  very  dusty,  and  hai-d  coal 
should,  I  think,  be  substituted  in  the  offices;  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness. 

Wood  is  used  altogether  at  the  outposts. 

TELEPHONES. 

Telephone  lines  have  been  built  this  year  between  the  barracks  and  the  town, 
both  here  and  at  Medicine  Hat.  They  are  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  use,  and  work 
very  well. 

TELEGRAPH    LINES. 

No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  system  of  telegraphs  this  year.  The 
Kocky  Mountain  line,  having  an  office  at  our  Battle  Creek  outpost,  has  been  of 
considerable  service  on  several  occasions. 

FIRE    PROTECTION. 

No  improvement  has  yet  taken  place  with  regard  to  protection  against  lire, 
except  that  at  Maple  Creek  a  tank  has  been  placed  in  the  oarrack  square,  with  a 
buiUling  over  it,  which  will  eventually  contain  a  small  manual  engine.  Water  pails, 
Babcocks  and  hand-grenades  are  all  that  is  available  at  present. 

WATER   SUPPLY. 

Some  trouble  was  experienced  this  year  with  the  well  in  the  barracks  at  Maple 
Creek,  but  it  has  been  cleaned  out  and  deepened,  and  there  is  now  a  fairly  good  supply 
of  water.  It  is,  however,  only  fit  for  stock,  the  water  for  personal  use  being  hauled 
in  barrels  from  a  well  on  the  banks  of  Maple  Creek,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Post. 

From  the  geological  formation  of  the  country  at  Maple  Creek  Post,  I  am  satisfied 
that  a  supply  of  good  water  could  be  obtained  by  boring  about  100  feet. 

ROADS   AND    BRIDGES. 

The  trails  in  this  district  are  good,  and  no  bridging  is  necessary.  The  money 
devoted  to  roads  (by  the  Territorial  Government)  has  been  expended  in  ploughing 
for  several  miles  along  the  road  allowances  in  different  directions.  This,  it  is 
hoped,  will  help  to  check  the  prairie  fires,,  so  frequent  in  this  district. 

The  Police  bridge,  on  the  trail  from  Maple  Creek  barracks  to  the  town,  will  have 
to  be  rebuilt  this  winter.  This  will  be  done  by  Police  labor,  the  material  being  already 
on  hand. 

FERRIES. 

The  Police  ferry  at  Medicine  Hat  has  been  repaired,  a  new  life-boat  built, 
and  is  in  thorough  working  order.     The  opening  of  the  railway  from  Regina  to 
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Saskatoon  has  withdrawn  most  of  the  traffic  from  the  Swift  Current  and  Battlefoiti 
trail,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  ferry  across  the  South  Saskatchewan,  at  Saskatchewan 
Landing,  will  be  operated  another  year. 

LIQUOR  LAWS. 

Very  few  infractions  of  the  law  governing  the  importation  of  liquor  into  the 
Territories  have  taken  place  in  this  district,  but  it  is  generally  admitted  that  the 
liquor  laws  have  had  their  day,  and  should  be  replaced  by  something  more  suited  to 
present  requirements. 

SETTLERS. 

A  fewsettlei's  have  arrived  in  this  district,  principally  with  a  view  to  going  into 
stock-iaisinff  on  a  small  scale.  The  agricultural  results  of  the  year  have  not  been 
such  as  would  induce  the  farming  element  to  settle  here;  indeed,  so  bad  did  the  crops 
turn  out  that  nearly,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  German  settlers  who  came  last  year  to 
Josefsburg  (south  of  Dunmore)  have  looked  up  other  locations,  and  will  remove  in 
the  spring  to  other  parts  of  the  country. 

CROPS. 

The  almost  entire  absence  of  rain  during  the  growing  season  proved  disastrous 
to  the  grain  crop  in  this  district.  When  the  rains  did  come  it  was  too  late  to  save 
the  crop,  and  most  of  it  was  either  cut  for  forage  or  the  cattle  turned  into  the  fields 
to  eat  it  off. 

Boot  crops  and  potatoes  have  turned  out  fairly  well. 

This  is  from  no  fault  of  the  soil,  but  from  the  want  of  moisture.  Irrigation  has 
been  tried  in  a  few  instances,  and  with  success. 

RANCHING. 

There  are  a  number  of  small  ranches  in  this  district,  all  of  which  are  doing  well, 
the  natural  increase  of  stock,  both  in  cattle,  horses  and  sheep,  having  been  satisfac- 
tory. A  flock  of  900  sheep  was  brought  in  from  Montana,  and  a  new  ranche  started 
on  Pi-a-Pot  Creek. 

But,  upon  the  whole,  the  total  of  stock  has  decreased,  owing  to  the  sale  of  Con- 
rad &  Co.*s  cattle,  some  3,000  head  of  which  have  been  removed  to  the  Macleod  dis- 
trict. The  country  is  suitable  for  stock-raising,  being  well  watered,  and  with  grass 
in  plenty  and  of  excellent  quality.  Hay,  in  ordinary  seasons,  is  abundant — having 
failed  this  year  solely  owing  to  the  drought. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  ranches  in  this  district : — 


Name. 


Adsit,  A 

Baker,  W 

Boright  &  Parsons 

C.  A.  C.  &  C.  Co 

do  

do  

do  

do  

do  

do  

Cheeseman  Bros 

Conrad  &  Co 

Cumberland  Bros 

Curry  Bros 

Dixon  Bros 

Doyle,  T 

Fauquier,  H 

Fearon,  E 

Fen  ton,  A.  E 

(iow  &  Strothers 

Hargrave,  J 

Johnston,  T 

LawTence  &  Sons 

Medicine  Hftt  Ranche. 

Mitchell  Bros 

Marsh  &  Greely 

Nicol,  W.  L 

O'Hare.  P 

O'Ltragnlin 

Oxarart,  M 

Peecock,  W 

Peylow,  J 

Pollock  Bros 

Porter  Bros 

Quick,  (J.  W 

Keid,  Chas     

Robinson,  J 

Shirtliff  &  Wood 

Th>ime&Hole 

Wallace,  A.  T 

Small  lots 


Cattle. 


260 

200 

1,000 


2,500 


150 

500 


200 
300 
400 
200 
150 
100 
145 
175 


600 
600 
400 

800 


250 
400 
5 
100 
100 


180 
250 
150 


450 


1,150 


Horses. 


18 

6 

12 


400 


50 
60 


50 

16 

10 

50 

6 

5 

15 

6 

5 

20 

450 

12 

16 


Sheep. 


Remarks. 


9 

16 

1,000 

8 

5 

350 

26 

8 

20 


900 


12 
6 

626' 


.  Elkwftter  Lake. 
.  I  Maple  Creek. 
.1  do 

]  Stair. 

Dunmore. 

Kincarth. 
11,500-1  [Crane  Lake. 

'Gull  Lake. 

iS>%*ift  Current. 
J  Rush  Lake. 
..Fish  Creek, 
do 

IPi-a-pot  Crnek. 
.  {Saskatchewan  Landing. 
.  Maple  Creek- 
Skull        do 

I  Bear         do 

Pi-a-pot      do 
.  S\%-ift  Current. 

McKay  Creek. 
.  Medicine  Hat. 

I  Bear  Creek. 
.Fish      do 

.  Seven  Persons  Creek. 
.  Elk  water  Lake. 
.Bear  Creek. 

McKay  Creek. 

I  Maple      do 
Jskull        do 

I  Da  vis'  Lake. 

I  Hay  Creek. 
.  Bull*8  Head, 

Fish  Creek. 
.  Dunmore. 
..Fish  Creek. 
.IN.  fork  Swift  Current  Cre*k. 

Medicine  Hat, 

Maple  Cit«k. 

South  Branch  Saskatchewan. 

Pi-a-pot  Cree. 


2,000 


3,700 


1,800 

8,406 
2,500 


QAME. 

This  district  was  noted  in  former  years  for  the  abundance  of  its  game.  Tbis 
year  however  it  has  hardly  kept  up  its  reputation.  It  would  be  premature, 
perhaps,  to  say  that  the  game  is  becoming  extinct,  especially  as  I  have  remarked,  in 
other  districts  of  the  North- West,  that  there  are  years  of  plenty  and  years  of  scarcity, 
without  any  apparent  reason  for  the  change. 

But,  if  game  is  to  be  kept  in  the  country,  the  game  laws  must  be  strictly 
enforced,  if  not  indeed  made  more  stringent  in  some  of  their  provisions. 

INDIANS  AND  HALF-BREEDS. 

The  number  of  Indians  and  half-breeds  in  this  district  i*emains  about  the  same 
as  ladt  year,  although  they  are  constantly  moving  about,  and  do  not  remain  long  in 
one  place.     There  are  no  reserves  or  treaty  Indians  hereabouts. 

They  are  well  behaved  and  peaceable,  and  I  have  had  no  trouble  with  them. 

PRAIRIE   FIRES. 

This  distnct  has  been  more  than  usually  free  fmm  praiiie  fires  this  year.  A 
large  amount  of  protection  has  been  afforded  by  the  ploughing  of  a  fii-o-guard  on  each 
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side  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway,  from  Medicine  Hat  to  Swift  Current.  There  is 
no  doubt  in  former  years  many  of  the  fires  were  started  by  passing:  locomotives.  The 
only  fire  of  any  consequence  which  can  be  ascribed  to  this  cause  occurred  in  July 
at  Gull  Lake,  on  which  occasion  several  sheep,  belonging  to  the  Canadian  Agricultural 
•Coal  and  Colonization  Company  (Sir  John  Kaye)  were  destroyed. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  May,  within  a  mile  of  the  Post  at  Maple  Creek,  and  was 
^followed  up  to  the  Hills,  where  it  was  extinguished  by  the  united  eiforts  of  our  men 
and  the  settlers. 

Another  fire  occurred  at  the  head  of  Bear  Creek  in  the  month  of  August.  All 
available  men  from  barracks  were  out  for  three  days  fighting  this  fire,  which  was 
:finally  got  under.  Careful  enquiry  failed  to  discover  the  origin  of  either  of  these 
fij*cs. 

GENERAL    WORK. 

Beside  the  regular  weekly  patrols  mentioned  in  this  report,  the  whole  District — 
except  the  uninhabited  portion,  towards  the  south  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan  Eiver 
— has  been  visited  by  various  parties,  making  a  flying  patrol  from  time  to  time. 

Lost  horses  and  cattle  have  been  hunted  up,  settlers  visited,  and  hitherto 
unknown  sections  of  the  country  explored. 

Nothing  has  been  left  undone  which  would  tend  to  the  public  safety  and  well- 
being  of  the  district. 

I  beg  to  forward  herewith  the  Medical  and  Veterinary  reports  and  estimates, 
:a  statement  of  the  cases  tried  in  thisdistrict,  and  the  Musketry  returns  (not  printed). 

The  Police  map,  corrected  up  to  date,  has  already  been  sent  to  you. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  JAEVIS, 
Superintendent,   Commanding  **il"  Division, 

The  Commissioner  N.-W.  M.  Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX  K. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  W.  D.  ANTEOBUS,  C0M:MA?JD- 

ING  "  C  "  DIVISION,  1890. 


N.-W.  M.  Police  Headquarters  "  C  "  Division, 
Battlepord,  30th  November,  1890, 

Sir, — I  have  the  hoi\our  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  this  day. 

Owing  to  80  many  of  its  members  becoming  entitled  to  their  discharge,  the 
strength  of  the  division  has  decreased  considerably  during  the  past  year,  although  a 
number  of  the  time-expired  men  re-engaged  for  a  further  term,  some  of  one  and  homc 
of  three  years. 

Although,  being  rather  short-handed,  I  have  kept  up  the  patrols  constantly. 
During  the  summer  a  party  was  sent  out  for  four  or  Ave  days,  and  immediately  on 
its  return  another  wa^  sent  out;  thus  we  had  a  patrol  party  out  constantly',  besides 
those  to  Onion  Lake,  Bresa3Mor,  Saskatoon,  the  Sixty  Mile  Bush,  Swift  Current^ 
and  the  several  Indian  reserves  in  this  and  the  Onion  Lake  neighbourhood.  From 
Onion  Lake  patrols  have  been  regularly  kept  up,  and  the  detachment  there  is  kept 
constantly  employed. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that,  differing  from  last  year,  the  ci-ops,  both 
root  and  grain,  have  been  most  satisfactory,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  one 
farmer,  I  am  informed,  having  threshed  as  much  as  60  bushels  of  oats  to 
the  acre.  The  yield  of  other  grains  has  been  equally  satisfactory,  and  roots  of  all 
kinds  were  large  and  good.  The  above  satisfactory  yield  is  owing  to  so  much  rain 
having  fallen  during  the  past  year,  the  soil  of  this  district  being  a  light  sandy,  loam 
requiring  a  great  deal  of  moisture  to  render  it  productive. 

I  would,  in  support  of  this,  refer  you  to  my  report  of  last  year,  under  the  head 
of  '*  Settlers." 

With  reference  to  that  portion  of  my  last  year's  report  referring  to  the  half- 
breed  settlement  at  Jack  Fish  Lake,  I  have  to  report  that;  some  of  the  families  went 
south  during  the  summer,  but  are  expected  to  return.  There  arestill  a  large  number 
of  settlers  there.    This  section  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of,  if  not  the  finest  in  my  district. 

The  Indian  Department  and  several  of  the  principal  fai-mers  of  Battleford  have 
selected  Jack  Fish  Lake  district  as  the  wintering  place  for  their  cattle,  and  it  is  in 
every  way  suitable  for  this  purpese,  feed  and  water  being  abundant  and  the  sur- 
rounding hills  affoi-ding  good  shelter. 

GENERAL    WORK. 

Since  my  last  report  the  old  stockade,  which  was  put  up  in  1880,  has  been  pulled 
down,  and  a  neat  wire  netting  fence  erected  around  the  barracks  enclosing  a  large 
piece  of  ground.  This  work  was  done  by  our  own  men,  and  was  very  well  performed. 
The  old  waggon  shed,  which  was  erecteid  at  the  same  time  as  the  stockade,  was  also 
pulled  down,  and  a  flat-roofed  log  stable  was  used  as  a  temporary  waggon  shed. 

That  patrolling  was  kept  up  constantly  during  the  year  is  evident  from  the  "  Daily 
Journal "  kept  at  this  Post,  and  from  which  I  further  on  give  extracts. 

A  monthly  patrol  goes  to  Onion  Lake,  and  from  that  place  the  detachment 
stationed  there  sends  a  weekly  patrol  to  Cold  Lake,  Saddle  Lake,  Fort  Pitt  and  the 
Chippewayan  Reserve.  Onion  Lake  is  ninety  miles  from  Battleford,  and  the  trip 
there  is  usually  made  in  about  two  days.  A  stopping  place  has  been  put  up  half 
way,  which  is  a  great  convenience  to  both  the  Police  ancl  mail  service. 

A  weekly  patrol  is  sent  to  Bresaylor,  and  the  four  reserves  in  that  neighbourhood 
are  visited  by  it. 

A  fortnightly  patrol  goes  to  Little  Pine's  and  Poundmaker's  i-eserves.  These 
are  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Battle  River,  and  about  forty  miles  distant. 
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A  month Iv  patrol  to  Saskatoon  visits  Red  Pheasant's  Eeserve,  and  the  Stoney 
Reserve  is  visited  weekly. 

On  the  15th  January  a  patrol  was  sent  on  the  Swift  Current  trail  as  far  as  Eagle 
Creek.  The  snow  was  very  deep  and  the  temperature  as  low  as  45°  helow  zero.  The 
round  trip  took  ten  days.     On  the  25th  a  patrol  was  sent  to  Jack  Fish  Lake.     It  is 

Eossible  only  in  winter  to  send  a  party  to  that  disti'ict,  as  we  can  then  cross  the  two 
ranches  of  the  Saskatchewan  on  the  ice.  During  the  summermonthsthe  difficulty 
of  getting  an  outfit  ferried  across  prevents  a  regular  patrol.  I  was,  however,  enabled 
to  send  one  three  or  four  times  during  the  summer. 

On  the  4th  February  I  received  information  that  a  fire  had  taken  place  at  the 
ranch,  owned  by  Mr.  W.  Sinclair,  at  Lizard  Lake,  about  forty  miles  from  Battleford. 
I  immediately  sent  out  a  party  to  the  place,  and  thoy  found  that  the  report  was 
correct,  the  house  and  stables  being  completely  destroyed.  The  fire  was  accidental. 
On  the  5th  February  a  patrol  was  sent  to  Carlton.  This  trip,  which  in  fine 
weather  would  have  been  done  in  four  days,  took  ten  daj's,  as  the  roads  were  almost 
impassable,  owing  to  the  depth  of  snow.  The  weather  was  also  intensely  cold,  and  in 
fact  the  whole  month  of  February  was  a  hard  month  on  our  men  and  horses ;  storms 
were  frequent  and  the  temperature  ranged  from  40°  to  50^  below  zero.  The  mail 
was  delayed,  owing  to  the  weather  being  so  severe,  and  for  three  weeks  no  mail 
arrived  here. 

On  the  28th  March  a  party  of  Indians  which  had  been  camped  for  some  days 
near  the  town  were  ordered  to  return  to  their  reserves.  A  couple  of  men  were  sent 
to  see  that  they  left  the  town. 

On  the  4th  April  I  was  asked  to  send  a  couple  of  men  to  Thunder  Child's  and 
Moosomin's  reserves  by  the  Principal  of  the  Industrial  School,  to  bring  back  some 
boys  who  had  deserted  from  that  institution  and  returned  to  the  reserves.  I  sent  a 
couple  of  men  to  the  above  mentioned  reserves,  and  they  succeeijled  in  finding  the 
boys,  and,  having  brought  them  in,  they  were  handed  over  to  the  Principal  of  the 
school. 

On  the  11th  April  the  first  express  which  arrived  here  for  several  months  came 
in  from  Swift  Current,  bringing  in  about  twenty-five  permits. 

On  the  28th  a  large  bush  fire  was  observed  on  the  flat  near  the  barracks.  A  party 
was  sent  out  to  prevent  it  from  spreading;  it  burned  out  without  doing  any  damage. 
On  the  20th  May  word  w:vs  brought  to  barracks  that  a  disturbance  was  going  on 
in  the  saloon  owned  by  one  Baptiste  Sayers,  ^n  the  south  side  of  the  Battle  River.  I 
sent  a  party  out  immediately,  and  they  succeeded  in  stopping  the  disturbance.  As 
this  saloon  had  frequently  been  reported  to  me  as  being  conducted  in  a  very  noisy 
manner,  I  kept  a  strict  watch  over  it,  and  caused  it  to  be  shut  up  for  some  months. 

On  the  3rd  June  I  received  information  of  the  attempted  mail  robbery  at  Otter 
station,  on  the  Swift  Current  trail.  I  sent  a  man  to  the  station  to  investigate  the 
matter,  but  nothing  of  any  importance  could  be  discovered. 

On  the  12th  June  the  annual  course  of  target  practice  was  commenced,  and  every 
man  went  through  the  regular  course,  both  mounted  and  dismounted.  Eevolvei 
practice  was  also  gone  through  with  very  good  results.  The  shooting  this  year  was 
better  than  in  previous  years,  the  highest  score  being  308  out  of  a  possible  360. 

On  the  24th  June  information  being  received  that  a  band  of  horses  which  had 
been  stolen  from  the  Calgary  district  was*  supposed  to  be  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, I  sent  a  couple  of  men  out,  with  instructions  to  examine  all  the  bands  of 
horses  they  saw  and  to  leave  a  description  of  the  stolen  horses  at  all  the  reserves 
and  ranches  they  visited.     Xo  traces  of  the  band  could  be  found  in  this  district. 

On  the  1st  July,  during  a  severe  storm,  the  horses  on  herd,  which  had  been 
driven  into  the  corral  stampeded,  and  broke  out  of  the  corral.  The  night  was  a  very 
dark  and  stormy  one  and  three  of  the  horses  could  not  be  found.  I  sent  out  men  in 
search  of  them,  and  employed  half-breeds  and  Indians  to  track  them,  but  no  traces 
of  them  could  be  discovered.  One  of  them  was  found  some  months  after  near 
Eegina. 
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On  the  13th  July  a  sad  accident  occurred  at  Warren's  ranch,  by  which  a  young 
man  named  Morrow  lost  his  life.  Morrow  was  driving  in  a  buckboard,  and  had  a 
loaded  shot-gun  by  his  side;  a  sudden  jolt  caused  the  gun  to  fall  between  the  raiU  of 
the  buckboard.  The  shock  set  the  gun  off,  and  the  charge  entered  Morrow's  body.  He 
lived  only  a  few  hours. 

On  the  27th  July  a  mounted  pati^ol  was  commenced  in  the  town,  and  went  on 
every  night.  The  saloons  were  all  closed  at  the  proper  hour  and  the  south  side  of 
the  town  was  visited.  As  we  have  not  a  town  detachment  here  this  patrol  is  kepi 
up  regularly. 

A  pati-ol  was  sent  out  several  times  during  the  summer  months  to  Tramping 
Lake.  This  lake  is  about  forty  miles  distant,  and  is  a  great  resort  during  the  breed- 
ing season  for  all  kinds  of  wild  fowl.  I  was  informed  that  the  game  laws  were  being 
broken  by  Indians  and  half-breeds,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  lake  and 
killing  the  game  in  large  quantities.  I  put  a  stop  to  this  by  frequent  patrols,  with 
orders  to  arrest  any  one  found  killing  the  game. 

On  the  21st  September  a  large  prairie  tire  was  observed  in  the  direction  of 
Thunder-Child's  reserve.  I  immediately  took  some  men  and  went  out  to  the 
reserve.  I  found  that  the  Indians  had  succeeded  in  getting  the  tire  under  control 
and  that  no  serious  damage  was  done.  I  returned  to  ban^acks,  but  left  a  man  tn 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  origin  of  the  fire. 

On  the  23rd  the  Postmaster  reported  that  the  post  office  had  been  broken  into 
during  the  night  and  a  large  quantity  of  stamps  and  some  money  stolen.  I  made 
careful  inquiries  but  could  not  discover  anything  to  show  who  the  guilty  party  was. 

On  the  26th  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  officer  commanding  at  Prince 
Albert,  giving  a  description  of  two  men  who  were  coming  up  the  river  and  whom  I 
was  to  look  out  for  and  arrest.  I  sent  a  couple  of  men  down  the  river  in  a  small 
boat  and  sent  a  party  along  the  river  trail  to  watch  for  them.  1  afterwards  heard 
•that  the  two  men  had  left  their  boat  and  gone  to  Duck  Lake  to  take  the  train.  I 
wired  accordingly  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Prince  Albert  and  to  the  ditfei-ent 
stations  the  men  would  probably  pass. 

On  the  3l8t  October  a  large  prairie  fire  was  observed  among  the  Eagle  Hills. 
I  took  as  many  men  as  could  be  spared  from  the  Post  and  went  out.  We  worked 
all  night,  but  as  a  strong  wind  was  blowing  we  could  not  put  the  fii-e  out.  and 
returned  to  barracks  next  morning.  The  fire  burned  out  the  same  day,  and  did  not 
do  so  much  damage  as  was  expected  atjfirst  from  the  fierceness  ^ith  which  it  raged. 

On  the  1st  November  I  was  informed  by  the  Principal  of  the  Industrial  School 
that  three  of  the  boys  had  left  that  Institution  without  permission  and  had  joined 
Pound  maker's  band.  The  latter  had  been  in  town  tor  several  days  spending  their 
Treaty  money,  and  on  their  return  to  the  resei-ve  had  induced  the  boys  to  go  with 
them.  I  sent  a  couple  of  men  to  overtake  them  and  they  found  that  two  of  the  boys 
had  returned  to  the  school  of  their  own  accord  ;  the  third  was  found  in  the  Indian 
camp  and  was  brought  back,  very  much  against  his  will,  and  handed  over  to  the 
Principal. 

On  the  8th  November  the  Fann  Instructor  on  Moosomin's  reserve  informed  me 
that  a  number  of  Saulteaux  non-treaty  Indians  were  camped  on  the  reserve  and 
were  causing  some  trouble.  I  sent  out  a  party  to  warn  them  to  leave  the  reserve. 
These  Indians  come  from  the  north  side  of  the  Saskatchewan,  and  cause  some 
trouble  when  they  come  on  the  reserve. 

General  fatigue  work  goes  on  regularly  in  the  Post. 

I  have,  in  accoi-dance  with  3'our  instructions,  employed  a  few  destitute  half- 
breeds  this  winter.  They  do  a  good  deal  of  work  chopping  wood,  and  other  neces- 
sary duties. 

CRIME. 

From  the  annexed  return  you  will  perceive  that  crime  in  this  district  has  not 
increased,  and  that  the  cases  tried  have  not  been  of  a  seiious  nature.     There  have 
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been  no  cases  of  cattle-killing,  and  the  case  of  horse-stealing  brought  before  me 
resulted  in  dismissal,  it  having  come  out  in  evidence  that  it  was  mistaken  identity 
by  one  or  other  of  the  parties  concerned. 

INSPECTION   OF   DIVISION. 

The  division  was  thoroughly  inspected  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  on  the 
2nd  May,  by  yourself  on  the  28th  October,  and  the  hospital  and  medical  stores  were 
inspected  by  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes  on  the  15th  Octobei*. 

HORSES. 

I  must  repeat  the  statement  made  in  my  report  of  last  year,  that  the  majority 
of  the  hoi'ses  at  this  Post  are  old,  and  consequently  unfit  for  the  hard  work  they  have 
to  perform.  Nine  horses  were  cast  during  the  year,  of  which  number  seven  were 
sold,  all  realizing  good  prices.  The  remaiping  two  were  not  sold,  owing  to  one  of 
them,  the  best,  being  at  thai  time  lame;  the  other  is  badly  broken-winded,  but  in 
putting  the  two  up  as  a  team  I  hoped  to  have  sold  them.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  will  sell  in  the  spring  when  farm  work  commences. 

The  health  of  the  horses  has  been  very  good,  and  I  would  here  express  my 
satisfaction  at  the.  care  and  attention  given  them  by  Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant 
Pringle. 

Acting  on  your  instructions,  on  the  4th  November  I  sent  twenty-four  horses  to 
be  herded  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Storer,  those  horses  requiring  rest. 

On  the  8th  of  November  I  sent  six  more,  making  thirty  in  all,  the  number 
authorized  by  you — the  price  charged  by  Mr.  Storer  being  $1  per  head  per  month. 

Some  of  the  most  serviceable  of  the  above  horses  have  been  brought  in  and 
replaced  bv  others  which  required  rest.  This  plan  I  shall  carry  out  during  the 
winter,  and  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  horses  in  the  division  will  be  benefited  by  it. 
In  stormy  weather  Mr.  Storer  has  agreed  to  bring  the  horses  in  to  his  farm  and  feed 
them  hay. 

PATROLS   AND   OUTPOSTS. 

The  only  outpost  under  my  command  is  Onion  Lake.  In  referring  to  ray 
report  of  last  j^ear  regarding  this  d  etachment,  I  would  again  recommend  that  suitable 
quarters  for  the  men  be  erected,  the  house  at  present  occupied  being  very  cold,  as 
well  as  otherwise  unsuitable.  I  have  arranged  with  the  owner,  Mr.  Gibson,  to  have 
it  put  in  good  repair  for  the  winter.  I  must,  however,  repeat  my  recommendation 
of  last  year,  which,  if  carried  out  would  render  the  men  more  comfortable,  and  in  the 
end  would  be  a  saving  to  the  Government. 

We  are  still  paying  $15  per  month  rent  for  the  house,  and  I  feel  confident  we 
have  now  paid  more  in  rent  than  the  value  of  the  building.  This  outpost  has  been 
visited  regularly  every  month. 

For  the  patrols  from  here  I  would  refer  you  to  "  General  Work  "  in  this  leport 

ASSISTANCE   TO   INDIAN    DEPARTMENT.. 

As  reported  under  the   heading   of,  *  General  Work,"  I  have  rendered  every 

Possible  assistance  to  the  above  Department.  I  received  the  treaty  money  from 
nspector  Norman  at  Saskatoon,  and  handed  their  respective  boxes  to  Indian  Agent 
Williams,  of  the  Battleford  Agency  ;  and  Indian  Agent  Mann,  of  the  Onion  Lake 
Agency.  Escorts  were  also  furnished  them  to  assist  at  the  payment  on  the  different 
reserves. 

On  the  8th  July  it  was  reported  to  me  by  thp  Indian  Agent  that  there  was  to 
be  a  *'Sun  Dance  '*  at  Little  Pine*b  reserve,  and  as  that  band  was  ti*ying  to  induce 
the  Indians  of  other  reserves  to  join  them  he  requested  that  I  should  stop  the  dance^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


no 


I  at  once  paraded  a  Rmall  party,  which  was  on  the  point  of  starting  when  lD«liaD 
€ommi8sioner  Reed  arrived. 

We  consulted  together  as  to  what  had  better  be  done,  and  decided  that  a  mes- 
senger should  be  sent  out,  and  if  the  Indians  still  persisted  in  their  purpose  he  would 
<iail  upon  me.  The  messenger  brought  back  word  that  the  Indians  had  made  up 
their  minds  not  to  hold  the  dance. 

I  accompanied  Mr.  Reed  the  following  day  with  two  men,  and  went  to  all  the 
reserves  in  this  district  west  of  Battleford.  His  visit  was  satisfactoiy,  and  he  at  the 
same  time  thanked  me  for  the  services  I  had  rendered. 

DISCIPLINE,   CONDUCT,   &C. 

The  geneial  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  oflScers  and  constables  of  my 
division  has  been  good.  Of  courae,  there  were  a  number  of  breaches  of  diseipliue, 
for  which  the  offenders  were  awarded  suitable  punishment.  The  discipliDe  of  the 
division  is  good  and  is  well  maintained.  I  would  have  liked  to  have  had  more  drill 
during  the  year,  but  being  so  short-handed,  and  there  being  so  much  work  to  do  at  a 
post  like  this,  where  the  buildings  are  so  scattered  and  cover  such  a  large  extent  of 
ground,  I  was  unable  to  have  legular  parades,  but  I  was  careful  to  take  advantage, 
for  the  purpose  of  drill,  of  every  opportunity.  Target  practice,  both  carbine  and 
revolver,  mounted  and  dismounted,  was  performed  by  all  members  of  the  division— 
the  shooting  this  year  being  better  than  last. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The  physique  of  the  men  is  good,  the  following  being  the  average  age,  height, 
-chest  measurement  and  weight : — 

Average  age 24  yrs. 

do       height; 5  ft.  9  in. 

do       chest  measurement 38  in. 

do       weight 155  lbs. 

RECRUITS. 

Only  one  man  was  recruited  here  during  the  year. 

Several  men  whose  time  expired  applied  for  re-engagement  and  were  accepted. 

HBALTH. 

The  health  of  the  division  has  been  good,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of 
fin  epidemic  resembling  influenza,  which  caused  the  absence  from  duty  of  from  five 
to  fifteen  men  at  one  time ;  but  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  disease  was  of  very 
short  duration  and  that  none  of  the  patients  showed  any  alarming  symptoms.  I 
regret  to  have  to  report  one  death,  that  of  Staff  Sergeant  Kirk,  who  was  admitted  to 
hospital  on  the  20th  October.  From  the  time  he  was  admitted  until  the  24th  October 
he  gradually  sank,  and  at  9.15  p.m.  of  the  last  mentioned  date  he  died. 

Staff  Sergeant  Kirk  was  an  excellent  non-commissioned  oflicer,  and  was  a 
general  favourite  with  every  one  here,  both  members  of  the  Fr)rco  and  civilians.  He 
was  one  of  the  oldest  raembei*s  of  the  Force,  having  joined  in  the  spring  of  1874. 

He  served  in  the  Irish  constabulary  for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he 
joined  "B"  Battery,  E.G. A.,  which  he  left  to  join  the  North-West  Mounted  Police. 

RATIONS. 

The  rations  at  present  supplied  the  division  are  of  excellent  quality  and  the 
issue  abundantly  large.  The  crops  being  so  good  this  year,  we  were  enabled  to  pur- 
chase potatoes  at  a  comparatively  low  figure.  Last  year  they  could  not  be  had  in 
the  district,  and  were  of  coui*se  very  much  missed.  The  beef  supplied  is  of  fii-st-class 
quality. 
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KITS,  CLOTHING,  &C., 

:are  of  excellent  quality  but  the  quantity  has  this  year  been  limited.  I  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  size  rolls  be  moie  closely  followed  at  headquarters.  With  refe- 
i*ence  to  mitts  for  heavy  fatigue  work,  I  would  beg  to  draw  your  attention  ta  my 
report  of  last  year. 

ARMS   AND   ARTILLERY. 

The  Winchester  carbines  at  this  Post  are  all  old.  Most  of  them  are  honey  combed 
Avhich  does  not  improve  their  shooting.  By  your  order  I  sent  some  of  the  worst  to 
headquartei*s. 

In  a  number  of  these  the  mechanism  had  got  out  of  order,  thus  rendering  them 
dangerous. 

The  revolvers  are  a  good,  strong  arm,  but  do  not  shoot  accurately,  owing  to,  in 
ray  opinion,  the  cartridges  being  too  heavily  loaded. 

There  are  at  this  Post  two  9-pr.  M.  L.  and  two  7-pr.  brass  guns.  The  former 
Are  serviceable  but  the  latter  are  not. 

DESERTIONS. 

There  were  no  desertions  from  this  Post  during  the  past  year. 

SAVINGS   BANK   DEPOSITS. 

Considering  the  large  reduction  in  the  strength  of  the  division,  the  amount  depo- 
sited in  the  Dominion  savings  bank  comparesfavourably  with  that  of  previous  years. 

The  amount  deposited  last  year  comes  to  about  82,500  by  27  depositoi^s.  This 
represents  the  amount  paid  through  the  pay-sheets,  and  dees  not  include  money 
banked  outside  of  the  Dominion  Savings  Bank. 

SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS 

Are  in  good  condition,  although  some  of  each  are  rather  old;  still,  we  have  suffi- 
cient for  use.  I  would  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  my  reports  of  the  last  two  years, 
in  which  I  recommended  that  a  "  D"  be  put  at  the  back  of  the  saddles,  near  the  top  of 
the  cantle.  This  could  be  used  to  strap  the  cloak  or  blanket  to,  and  would  thus  keep 
it  from  pressing  on  the  horse's  back. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  transport  is  in  good  oixier,  with  the  exception  of  the  patrol  waggons  and 
^ome  of  the  buckboards. 

During  this  year  I  got  new  iron  axles  for  one  of  the  patrol  waggons,  and  it  has 
since  stood  hard  trips  without  breaking,  but  the  wooden  axles  always  give  way  on 
even  moderately  rough  roads. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  couple  of  spring  waggons  be  sent  me.  They 
would  carry  almost  as  much  load  as  a  "  patrol,"  and  would  be  more  durable  and 
lighter  on  the  hoi*ses. 

The  winter  transport  is  all  in  good  order. 

FORAGE. 

The  forage  this  year  is  a  great  contrast  to  that  of  last,  both  hay  and  oats  being 
of  first-class  quality. 

Enough  oats  have  been  contracted  for  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  our  having 
to  import. 

STABLES. 

One  of  the  three  log  stables  mentioned  in  my  report  of  last  year  has  been  pulled 
<iown,  and  the  logs  will  be  used  to  build  a  new  waggon  shed.  One  of  the  others  is 
used  as  a  sick  horse  stable,  but  is  rapidly  falling,  and  I  fear  will  not  last  much  longer. 
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The  third  is  the  best  of  the  log  stables,  but  is  not  used  now,  as  so  many  of  the 
hoi*6es  are  on  hei-d,  and  it  is  too  cold  to  put  sick  hoi-ses  in.  I  would  strongly  recom- 
mend that  the  two  last  mentioned  be  replaced  by  frame  buildings,  similar  to  the  stable 
in  which  the  division  horses  are  now  kept. 

GENEBAL    EQUIPMENT. 

The  general  equipment  of  my  division  is  veiy  good,  and  is  in  first-class  oi-der. 

BARRACKS   AND   FURNITURE. 

In  my  repoit  of  last  year  I  stated  that  a  wash-room  was  required  at  this  Post. 
One  has  lately  been  built,  which  is  a  great  comfort — ^I  might  almost  say  a  luxury — 
to  the  men,  and  the  barrack  rooms  are  in  consequence  much  cleaner  and  healthier. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  the  ceilings,  but  the  brown  paper  and  boards  with 
which  they  are  now  ceiled  keep  the  rooms  sufficiently  warm.  New  storm  sashee, 
with  one  pane  of  glass  to  open  on  hinges,  are  being  made,  and  I  hope  to  put  them  up 
shortly — that  is,  as  soon  as  they  are  glazed. 

I  would  again  recommend  ihat  a  wainscotting  3J  or  4  feet  high  be  placed  around 
the  rooms.  This  would  prevent  the  breaking  of  the  plaster,  and  would  not  only  add 
greatly  to  their  c^eneral  appearance,  but  would  make  them  warmer,  I  would  also 
again  recommend  iron  cots,  in  place  of  the  wooden  trestles  now  in  use. 

The  Commanding  Officei-s  quarters*  have  been  made  much  more  comfortable,  and 
look  better,  from  having  this  year  been  tar-papered  and  clap-boarded.  This  work 
was  done  by  contract,  and  I  had  a  foundation  coat  of  paint  put  on  by  our  own 
painter. 

The  orderly  room,  division  office  and  Sergeant  Major's  quartet's  have  been 
plastered.  All  the  old  log  buildings  have  been  mudded  and  whitewashed.  In  the 
Quartermaster's  store  and  office  two  new  doors  have  been  placed  and  a  brick  chimney 
built. 

A  new  house  has  been  built  near  the  hospital  for  the  Assistant  Surgeon.  It  is  a 
pretty  building,  and  is  very  well  finished,  both  inside  and  out.  The  contractor,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Barker,  has  fulfilled  his  contract  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  He  also  put  the 
addition  and  tank  to  the  pump-house,  and  built  the  wash-room  in  the  same  work- 
manlike manner. 

Acting  on  your  oixlers  I  allow  no  fires  to  be  placed  in  any  building  which  has 
not  a  brick  chimney. 

FUEL. 

Wood  only  is  used,     during  the  past  year  part  of  the  conti*act  was  filled  by 
supplying  hall-dry,  wood  which  will,  I  think,  considerably  lessen  the  consumption. 
I  trust  that  at  an  early  date  we  may  be  supplied  with  coal. 

TELEPHONES. 

The  Post  is  connected  with  all  the  business  places  in  town  and  with  the  Indian 
office  and  Industrial  School  in  South  Battleford.  The  wire  connecting  the  town 
with  Mr.Bourke's,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Saskatchewan,  was  broken  by  the  steam- 
boat last  summer  and  has  not  yet  been  repaired. 

TELEGRAPH    LINES. 

The  Government  Telegraph  Service  line  is  still  the  only  one  passing  ihi^  place,^ 
the  terminal  points  being  Qu'Appelle  and  Edmonton. 

FIRE   PROTECTION. 

Besides  Babcocks,  we  have  a  first-class  fire  engine  and  reel,  with  sufficient  hose  to 
reach  from  the  pump-house  to  the  new  barrack-rooms  and  stables. 

The  pump-house,  as  recommended  by  me  in  my  last  year's  report,  has  been 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  12  feet.  In  this  addition  the  engine  and  reel  are  placed, 
and  under  the  floor  a  tank  capable  of  holding  about  3,000  gallons  has  been  sunk. 

This  tank  is  very  strongly  made,  and  the  contractor  guarantees  that  the  wateria 
it  will  not  freeze. 
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It  is  filled  fVom  the  pump  in  the  tfame  building.  A  brick  chimney  has  been  put  in 
place  of  the  stovepipe  running  through  the  roof.  Water  buckets  and  barrels  dis- 
tributed about  the  barracks  are  constantly  kept  full  in  case  of  fire. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  windmill  and  tank  be  placed  within  the  barrack 
square.  With  these  we  would  at  all  times  have  an  abundance  of  water. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

My  remarks  under  "  Fire  Protection  "  will  also  come  under  this  head.  The  water 
drawn  from  the  pump  in  pump-house  is  not  fit  to  drink  or  for  cooking  purposes,  but  is 
suitable  for  horses.  Water  for  bari^ack  use  has  to  be  drawn  from  the  Saskatchewan 
Kiver  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile. 

ROADS   AND   BRIDGES. 

The  roads  in  this  district  are  good.  Since  my  last  report  the  bridges  over  the 
creeks  west,  east  and  south  of  Battleford  have  been  repaired,  and  are  now  in  good 
condition. 

The  Government  bridge  over  Battle  Eiver  is  now  built,  and  is  a  very  strong  and 
imposing  looking  structure. 

The  old  bridge  will  be  taken  down  and  used  for  repairing  the  smaller  bridges 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

FERRIES. 

There  are  no  licensed  ferries  in  this  district.  A  private  ferry  on  the  Saskatche- 
wan is  owned  by  Mr.  F.  Bourke,  and  is  occasionally  used  by  us  in  summer  when 
crossing  patrol  parties  to  the  north  side  of  that  river. 

LIQUOR   LAWS. 

The  permit  system  is  no  more  approved  of  now  than  heretofore,  but  no  infringe- 
ment of  the  liquor  law  has  come  under  my  notice.  The  license  to  sell  4  per  cent, 
beer  has,  I  think,  lessened  the  consumption  of  spirits. 

SETTLERS. 

The  settlers  are  quite  satisfied  with  their  crops  this  year,  and  well  they  might 
be,  as  the  yield  was  very  good  and  large,  and  the  quality  excellent.  They  deserve 
their  success,  as  they  imported  the  best  seed  obtainable. 

RANCHING. 

The  ranches  in  this  district  have  done  very  well  during  the  past  year,  having 
wintered  most  of  their  cattle  at  Jack  Fish  Lake.  There  were  no  losses,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  calves,  which  were  born  too  early  in  the  spring.  The  MacFarlane  Bros, 
have  done  remarkably  well  with  their  large  band  of  horses.  The  breed  is  good  and 
their  horses  sell  well.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  both  they  and  Thomas 
Dewan,  whose  stock  is  also  good,  be  given  an  opportunity  of  supplying  the  Police 
with  remounts  during  the  coming  year. 

The  following  are  the  principal  stock-owners  in  this  district,  and  the  approxi- 
mate number  of  stock  they  nold.  Of  course,  this  will  appear  small  in  comparison 
with  the  southern  portion  of  the  Territory,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  a 
new  country,  and  it  is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  settlera  have  gone  in  for 
stock-raising : — 

Macfarlane  Bros 140  horses. 

Thos.  Dewan 75    do 

W.  J.  Barker 50  cattle. 

W.  H.  Sinclair 100    do 

E.  Wyld 300    do 

C.  M.l)aunai6 75    do 

P.Paynter : 75    do 

E.  G.  Speers 75    do 

do         100  sheep. 

F.  Bourke 100  cattle. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  in  this  district  about  twenty-five  settlers  who 
have  on  anavemge  from  ten  to  fifteen  head  of  cattle  and  from  five  to  ten  horses  each. 

GAME. 

Although  more  abundant  last  year  than  the  previous  one,  is  still  more  so  this  year 
than  last,  particularly  small  game. 

Swans,  geese  and  ducks  were  very  plentiful,  and  prairie  chicken  were  more 
numerous  this  than  they  have  been  for  many  ye«irs. 

Some  deer  have  also  been  killed  near  Bresaylor,  one  man  having  killed  several. 
The  game  is  well  protected  during  the  close  season. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  have  done  veiy  well  with  their  crops,  and  if  they  continue  to  work 
next  as  they  have  done  this  year  they  will  soon  be  self-supporting. 

They  very  seldom  leave  their  resen^es,  unless  on  pass.  Their  success  is  in  a 
great  measure,  if  not  altogether,  due  to  the  ability  and  energy  of  the  Indian  Agents 
and  Fann  Instructors,  whose  exertions  are  highly  commendable. 

HALF-BREEDS. 

A  number  of  half-breed  families  left  the  district  last  summer  for  the  south,  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  are  expected  to  return. 

Those  who  remained  here  have  done  better  than  for  some  years  past,  some 
haviqg  worked  on  the  Eegina  and  Long  Lake  Eailway  with  their  teams,  others 
freighted  from  Swift  Current  and  Saskatoon,  and  the  remainder  either  worked  on 
their  own  claims  or  were  employed  by  settlers. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  following : — 
Eeport  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Par^. 

do        Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant  Pringlo. 
fteturn  of  criminal  cases. 

do        mileage  (not  printed). 
In  conclusion,  I  must  acknowledge  the  able  assistance  I  have  received  from  all 
members  of  my  division,  and  must  express  the  hope  that  in  the  ensuing  year  the 
division  will  be  stronger  in  number,  as  at  times  during  the  past  year  the  men  have 
been  worked  veiy  hard. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sii*, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  ANTROBUS, 
Superintendent,  Commanding  "C"  Division. 

The  Commissioner  N.  W.  M.  Police, 
fiegina. 
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APPENDIX   L. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  G.  B.  MOFFATT,  COMMANDING 

"B"  DIVISION. 


Eegina,  N,W.T.,  13th  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  "B"  Division  for 
the  year  ended  30th  November,  1890. 

Not  having  taken  over  the  division  until  the  7th  of  October  last,  and  having 
Btill  my  duties  as  Acting  Paymaster  to  perform,  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  I 
could  have  wished  of  inspecting  and  making  myself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  men  and  the  district  under  my  command.  However,  the  efficiency  with 
which  the  officers  of  the  division,  Inspectoi-s  Primrose,  Constantine  and  McGibbon, 
and  Inspector  Drayner,  attached  from  the  Depot,  perform  their  duties,  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired,  and  relieves  me,  to  a  great  extent,  enabling  me  to  devote  my  entire 
attention  to  the  work  which  more  immediately  devolves  upon  me  in  my  dual 
capacity. 

On  the  6th  January  last  Inspector  Howe  took  over  the  command  of  the  division 
fi'om  Superintendent  Jarvis,  who  had  been  transferred  to  **  A  "  Division,  and  on  the 
10th  of  the  same  month  the  Headquarters  District,  with  all  the  detachments  con- 
necred  therewith,  excepting  that  in  the  town  of  Eegina,  was  transferred  from  the 
Depot  to  "  B  "  Division. 

The  state  of  the  district,  owing  to  the  large  extent  of  country  over  which  it 
spreads,  has  necessarily  been  varied.  Speaking  in  general  terms,  howevei\  and  from 
an  agricultural  standpoint,  the  season  has  been  a  happy  one,  attributable  to  the 
unusually  heavy  and  regular  rainfall,  and  freedom  from  early  frosts,  which  latter 
were  limited  to  small  areas.  A  very  wet  month  of  September,  followed  by  October 
equally  so,  to  some  extent  retarded  harvesting. 

CRIME. 

On  the  3rd  of  July  last  Inspector  Constantine  committed  one  Mike  Brennan  for 
tnal  on  a  charge  of  bringing  stolen  property  into  Canada.  He  was  tried  at  Moosomin 
by  Judge  Wetmore  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  and  sentenced  to  seven  years  in 
Manitoba  Penitentiary.     Brennan  came  from  Minot,  North  Dakota. 

At  the  same  court  David  McClung  was  tried  for  poisoning  a  dog  and  a  horse, 
the  property  of  Joseph  and  Albert  Hostetter,  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  five 
years'  imprisonment. 

Two  men,  Frank  Ion  and  John  Gordon,  were  at  the  same  sitting  of  the  court 
tried  on  a  charge  of  arson,  in  having  set  fire  to  the  Cambrian  Hotel  at  Wapella. 
Both  were  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  terms  of  five  and 
fifteen  years  respectively. 

On  the  22nd  of  July  William  Houle,  a  half-breed,  was  sentenced  by  Judge 
Richardson  to  five  years'  imprisonment  for  horse-stealing. 

These  are  the  more  serious  crimes  which  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  district. 
There  has  been,  of  course,  the  usual  proportion  of  minor  oflfonces. 

There  is  a  case  pending  against  one  Cyrus  Kniseley  for  shooting  at  A.  Hostetter. 
The  prisoner  was  released  on  bail.  Kniseley  comes  from  the  same  locality  as 
McClung,  referred  to  above.  There  seems  to  be  two  factions  existing,  between 
which  a  system  of  repnsals  is  carried  on. 

From  the  reports  the  number  of  lunatics  sent  to  the  asylum  seems  to  have  been 
unusually  large. 

PATROLS. 

On  the  30th  April  a  party  consisting  of  twenty-eight  non-commissioned  officei*s 
and  constables,  with  thirty-seven  horses,  under  the  command  of  Inspector  Primrose , 
19-8i 
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left  Eegina  for  Wood  Mountain,  arriving  there  on  the  4th  of  May.  Inspector  Drayncr, 
who  h^  been  at  the  latter  place  since  March  receiving  orders  to  proceed  to  Alameda. 
Upon  these  changes  having  been  effected  the  system  of  patrols,  which  had  been  inter- 
rupted by  winter,  was  resumed,  and  the  whole  extent  of  boundary  from  a  point  some 
ninety  and  odd  miles  to  the  westward  of  Wood  Mountain  to  Rhineland  in  Manitoba 
brought  under  Police  surveillance.  Patrolling  was  earned  on  through  the  snmmdr 
and  until  November,  when  the  Wood  Mountain  detachment  was  ordered  intoBegina, 
leaving  behind  them  nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  constables,  two  of  wh<»D 
are  stationed  at  Willow  Bunch.  At  the  same  time  the  Alameda  detachment  went 
into  winter  quarters. 

Regular  patrols  still  continue  from  the  coal  fields  eastward  through  Manitoba, 
while  east  and  west  from  Wood  Mountain  a  flying  patrol  goes  out  when  the  weather 
permits  of  travelling. 

In  November,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  a  sergeant  and  six  constaUei 
were  sent  to  Manitoba,  and  additional  detachments  posted  at  Emerson,  Gretna  and 
Ridgeville. 

Inspector  B^gin  with  two  non-commissioned  officers  and  six  constables,  left  on 
the  opening  of  navigation  for  Grand  Rapids,  where  the  Saskatchewan  empties  into 
Lake  Winnipeg  and  Norway  House,  a  Hudson's  Bay  Comply  post  at  the  toot  of  the 
same  lake,  for  duty  in  the  District  of  Keewatin,  where  they  remained  daring  the 
summer,  returning  to  headquarters  in  October. 

In  connection  with  this  detachment,  I  have  to  record  the  lamentable  accident  of 
the  wreck  of  the  patrol  boat  "  Keewatin,"  by  which  Regl.  No.  2162,  Corporal 
H.  O.  M)rphy,  and  Regl.  No.  2439,  Constable  de  Beaujeu,  lost  their  lives,  the 
only  survivor  of  the  disaster  being  Captain  Watts,  who  was  in  command  of  the  boat, 
but  who  has  since  succumbed  to  the  effects  of  his  exposure.  I  make  this  brief 
mention  of  the  detachment  on  account  of  its  members  belonging  to  "  B  "  Division, 
Inspector  B^gin  having  made  his  report  directly  to  you. 

In  addition  to  the  pati'ols  referred  to  above,  regular  and  periodical  journeys  are 
made  from  all  detachments  to  the  outlying  settlements  and  settlers  in  their  neigh- 
bourhoods, and  visits  paid  to  all  Indian  reservations  within  their  reach. 

INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

Detachments  of  this  division  furnished  escorts  to  the  Indian  Department  for  the 
money  intended  for  the  Indian  Treaty  payments  to  the  following  places :  Bii-tle,Pellj, 
Moose  Mountain,  Crooked  Lakes,  File  Hills,  Touchwood,  Muscowpetung*s,  Pi-a-pof s 
and  Duck  Lake.     They  also  attended  during  the  payments. 

Assistance  has  also  been  rendered  on  several  occasions  recovering  truants  from 
the  Indian  School  at  Fort  Qu'Appelle. 

CUSTOMS. 

Valuable  assistance  is  still  rendered  the  Customs  Department  in  collecting  duty 
at  points  beyond  the  reach  of  regular  Customs  Officials,  and  in  the  prevention  of 
smuggling,  the  work  of  the  Manitoba  contingent  being  chiefly  on  this  behalf.  I  have 
been  informed  that  since  the  posting  of  the  detachments  in  Emerson,  and  the  neigh- 
bouihood,  and  the  establishment  of  patrols  on  the  trails  east  and  west,  the  number 
of  persons  reporting  has  about  trebled,  and  the  work  of  the  Customs  officers  cod- 
siderably  ligntened. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Manitoba  detachments  render  assistance  to  the 
Interior  Department. 

DISOIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  division  has,  on  the  whole,  been  good,  no  serious  breaches 
having  occurred. 

TAKOET  PRACTICE. 

Target  practice,  owing  to  the  scattered  state  of  the  division,  could  be  carried  on 
only  in  a  very  desultory  manner. 
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RECRUITS. 

There  has  been  no  recruiting  in  this  division. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  division  has,  on  the  whole,  been  very  good.  The  more  serious 
cases  of  illness  were: — 

Eegl  No.    530,  Staff  Sergeant  Fyffe,  inflammation  of  the  liings. 

Eegl.  No.  1649,  Constable  Hasiett,  fever. 

Eegl.  No.  1926,  Constable  Outi*am,  rheumatism. 

Constable  Outram,  who  was  in  hospital  for  the  greater  portion  of  last  wintei*,  is 
again  laid  up  from  the  same  cause. 

RATIONS. 

Wood  Mountain  and  Touchwood  are  the  only  places  at  which  rations  are  issued. 
The  former  is  supplied  from  hero ;  the  latter  purchases  locally.  The  remainder  of  the 
detachments  are  boaixied  either  at  hotels  or  with  private  families. 

ARMS. 

Conceniing  the  arms,  I  cannot  say  much.  Those  carbines  which  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  inspecting  I  have  found  more  or  less  *'  honeycombed."  Barring  this 
they  are  in  as  good  order  as  can  be  expected  of  arms  which  are  weak  in  construc- 
tion, and  subjected  to  the  wear  and  tear  which  these  have  had. 

The  revolvers  are  in  good  order. 

INSPECTIONS. 

On  the  25th  of  January  Inspector  Primrose  left  Begina  and  visited  and  inspected 
the  whole  of  the  detachments  in  the  Territories,  except  Wood  Mountain  and  Willow 
Bunch.  Since  that  time  nearly  all  have  been  visited  at  different  times  either  by 
youraelf  or  Inspector  Howe. 

HORSES. 

The  work  of  the  division  has  been  done  with  some  little  difficulty  with  the 
horses  at  present  on  the  strength.  A  number  of  new  ones  will  be  required  for  the 
coming  season. 

ifumbers  1788  and  1630,  the  former  at  Moosomin  and  the  latter  in  Manitoba, 
have  had  to  be  shot,  on  account  of  injuries  received  which  rendered  them  unfit  for 
anything. 

The  number  of  miles  travelled  during  the  year  was  236,595. 

I  omitted  to  mention  above  that  horse  No.  1412  died  at  the  Coalfields  detach- 
ment of  diabetes. 

SADDLES   AND   HARNESS. 

The  saddles,  with  the  exception  of  the  lining,  which  is  wearing  out,  but  which 
can  easily  be  renewed,  are  in  very  good  order.  In  harness  I  am  not  so  well  off,  but 
am  not  able  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to  my  requirements  in  that  particular. 

I  would  request  that  a  few  sets  of  cart  harness  be  supplied  for  use  with 
"  jumpers  "  in  those  localities  whore  patrolling  has  to  bo  carried  on  in  winter  over 
badly  broken  trails. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  wheeled  transport  is  reported  as  being  in  good  order  generally. 

FORAGE. 

Hay  is  readily  procurable  this  season  on  account  of  the  abundant  rainfall, 
whicbs  however,  has  also  bad  a  corresponding  disadvantage  in  rendering  the  curing 
and  stacking  a  little  difficult. 
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Forage  is  not  purchased  at  many  of  the  detachments  the  horses  being  for  the 
most  part  boarded. 

CLOTHING  AND   KIT. 

In  quality  the  clothing  furnished  maintains  its  usual  standard,  but  there  is  much 
to  be  desired  in  the  regularity  of  the  supply. 

BANK   DEPOSITS. 

The  bank  deposits  during  the  year,  in  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  strength  of 
the  division,  show  a  falling  off,  being  only  52,987.49,  against  $3,880  for  last  year. 
This,  I  think,  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  men  are 
this  year's  recruits,  who,  as  a  rule,  do  not  deposit  much  during  their  first  year. 

GAME. 

Small  game  is  reported  plentiful  this  season.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
from  a  sportsman's  standpoint,  that  it  was  seen  fit  to  disallow  the  amendment  to  the 
Game  Ordinance  passed  last  year  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  the  prevention  of 
the  killing  of  game  out  of  season  by  Indians. 

GENERAL. 

On  the  20th  of  August  Inspector  Primrose,  having  been  relieved  by  Inspector 
Drayner,  from  Alameda,  came  in  from  Wood  Mountain  and  took  over  the  command 
of  the  •*  Depot  "  Division  during  the  absence  of  Superintendent  Gagnon  on  leave. 
On  the  7th  of  October  I  took  over  the  command  of  "  B  "  Division  from 
Inspector  Howe,  together  with  such  stores,  &c.,  as  were  then  at  this  Post,  Inspector 
Howe  pioceeding  shortly  afterwards  to  Battleford  on  transfer  to  "  C  "  Division. 

On  the  22nd  of  November  I  received  my  appointment  as  Superintendent,  dating 
from  the  Ist  ot  that  month. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  following  : — 

Eeport  from  Inspector  McGibbon,  in  command  of  the  Manitoba  Detachment. 
Eeport  of  Eegl.  No.  1621,  Sergeant  St.  George,  in  charge  of  the  Rhineland 
detachment. 

Report  of  Regl.  No.  1863,  Coi*poral  Baby,  in  charge  at  Manitou. 
Report  of  Regl.  No.  1862,  Constable  Stewart,  of  the  Snowflake  Detachment 
Return  of  criminal  and  other  cases  tried  in  this  district. 
Distribution  state  of  the  division,  30th  June,  1890,  and  30th  November,  1890. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MOFFATT, 
Superintendent  J  Commanding  "  B  "  Division, 
The  Commissioner,  N.  W.  M.  Police, 
Regina. 


North-West  Mounted  Police, 

MoEDEN,  Man.,  3l8t  October  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  my  report  from  Ist  December,  1889,  to  Slst 
October,  1890. 

The  nature  of  the  dutv  performed  by  the  North- West  Mounted  Police  on  the 
Manitoba  frontier,  is  as  follows  : — 

Guarding  the  Crown  timber;  collecting  timber  and  hay  dues  for  the  Crown 
Timber  Department;  preventing  smuggling  and  collecting  duty,  and  issuing 
"  Let-passes  "  for  the  Customs ;  also  sending  in  monthly  crop  and  weather  bulletins 
for  the  Department  of  Interior. 

There  are  fourteen  stations  in  all,  eleven  on  the  boundary  line,  extending 'from 
Ridgeville  (east  of  Emerson)  to  Sourisford,  and  pati*ols  from  east  of  Emerson  to 
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TVinlow,  North-West  Territory.    There  are  two  men  at  each  station,  one  of  whom  is 
at  all  times  at  the  station,  the  other  out  on  pati^ol  east  or  west,  taken  in  turn  by  each 
of  the  men,  an  average  of  25  miles  between  each  detachment. 
Other  detachment,  headquartei-s  at  Morden. 
One  teamster  for  work  at  Deloraine. 

Corporal  Baby  as  acting  collector  at  Manitou.  This  corporal  is  the  best  man 
I  have  for  the  Customs  work,  as  he  thoroughly  understands  the  Customs  laws 
and  has  that  particular  knack  of  finding  out  things,  such  as  smuggling.  Most  of  the 
Customs  seizures  were  made  by  him. 

Considerable  smuggling  has  been  stopped  since  our  arrival  here  in  November, 
1888.  Settlers  had  forgotten  that  there  was  a  boundaiy  line,  and  of  course  a  hue- 
and-cry  was  raised  against  us  at  first,  more  particulary  in  the  Sourisford  district,  as 
we  made  a  few  seizure,  there. 

The  number  of  entries  made  since  1st  January,  1890,  is  187,  mostly  small  col- 
lections, such  as  groceries,  &c.  Parties  with  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  invariably  go  to  the 
Customs  officers  at  Ki Harney  and  Deloraine,  as  the  animals  have  to  be  inspected  by 
the  Quarantine  officers  at  those  points. 

There  were  fourteen  free  entries  made  of  "  Settlers'  Effects  "  from  Dakota,  to  the 
value  of  $3,422.    Male  adults,  14;  female  adults,  10  ;  children,  12 ;  total,  36. 

English-Canadians,  11 ;  French-Canadians,  2 ;  Irish,  2  ;  Norwegians,  10  ;  Ice- 
landers, 4 ;  English,  4 ;  Mennonites,  3 ;  total,  36. 

A  considciable  number  of  "  Let-passes  "  were  issued  to  the  Mennonites  in  the 
Eeinland  distinct,  to  allow  them  to  go  to  Walhella,  Dakota,  with  their  grist.  They 
save  2c.  per  bushel  by  going  there. 

The  mills  at  Manitou  and  Crystal  City  do  considerable  gristing  for  Dakota 
settlers. 

All  information  gathered  from  hearsay  or  otherwise  has  been  reported  to  the 
Customs. 

The  following  seizures  were  made  at: — 

Eeinland By  Corp.  Baby 1 

Wood  End Insp.  McGibbon I 

Mountain Const.  McCubbin 1 

Manitou  Corp.  Baby 1 

Lyleton Insp.  McGibbon 1 

Clearwater Corp.  Byrne 1 

Sourisford Corp.  Baby 3 

Deloraine do         1 

Winlow do  1 

Crystal  City do         1 

Total 12 

DESERTIONS. 


Eeg.  No.  2069,  Const  H.H.  Moore,  23rd  April. 

do        2222      do     J.  Little,  23rd  May. 
Both  from  Eeinland. 


SADDLERY  AND   HARNESS. 


A  few  of  the  saddles  had  to  be  repaired  during  the  year.    Most  of  the  horse 
blankets  are  worn  out. 


TRANSPORT. 


The  six  jumpers  purchased  from  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.  in  November,  1888,  are 
worn  out,  and  will  not  oe  of  any  use  the  coming  winter. 

ARMS  AND   ACCOUTREMENTS. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  carbines  had  to  be  sent  to  Eegina  for  repair. 
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DISCIPLINE. 


Discipline  has  been  very  good,  considering  that  liquor  is  sold  in  all  the  towns 
along  the  line.  Eegi.  No.  1202,  Sergt.  W.  D.  Bruce ;  and  Eegl.  No.  1280,  Sergt  S. 
Mathewson,  gave  me  ever^'  assistance  in  keeping  discipline  while  they  were 
stationed  in  Manitoba. 

HORSES. 

Horse  No.  1630  received  a  kick  on  the  stifle,  which  caused  a  fi-aclure  of  the 
fibula,  on  the  9th  March,  1890,  and  ha«  been  off  duty  since  that  date. 
Horses  598  and  1618  have  been  troubled  with  bad  teeth. 
Horse  1150,  contracted  feet, 
do     1628,  sore  back, 
do      755,  sore  legs. 
I  enclose  a  report  from  Eegl.  No.  1621,  Sergt.  St.  George,  which  gives  an  article 
on  the  Mennonites, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  McGIBBON, 

Inspector, 
The  Officer  Commanding  **B"  Division, 
Begina. 


Beinland,  Man.,  20th  October,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour'  to  report  as  follows  on  the  country  and  settlers,  &c, 
surrounding  this  detachment  of  **  B"  Division,  North-West  Mounted  Police,  stationed 
hero  on  preventive  duty. 

The  Mennonite  reserve,  consisting  of  Townships  1,  Bange  1,  east  of  the 
Principal  Meridian,  and  Townships  1,  2  and  3  of  Banges  1,  2,  3  and  4,  and  the  east 
third  of  Bange  5,  west  of  the  Meridian,  is  divided  into  two  municipalities — Douglass 
and  Beinland.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  farmers,  who  have  bought  school  and 
Hudson  Bay  Company's  lands,  and  of  some  merchants,  &c,  more  especially  m^ 
connected  with  agricultural  implement  agencies  and  other  businesses  supported  by 
Mennonite  farmers,  these  municipalities,  numbering  some  6,600  souls,  are  peopled 
exclusivelv  by  Mennonites. 

The  feennonites,  so  called  from  their  founder,  Meno  Simon,  emigrated  fh)m 
Holland,  Germany  and  Swizerland  in  the  eighteenth  century,  to  Bussia,  in  the  hopes 
of  there  finding  relief  from  the  bitter  pei-secutions  to  which  they  had  been  for  some 
time  subject. 

Placed  by  the  Bussian  authorities  on  what  was  then  almost  a  desert,  (north 
of  the  Black  Sea)  it  was  not  many  years  till,  by  their  efforts,  the  country  became 
thickly  settled.  The  course  of  events  ran  smoothly  enough  until  the  years  1871-72, 
when  the  Bussian  Government  determined,  dispite  their  original  agreement,  to 
enforce  compulsory  service  among  them  for  the  National  army. 

The  Mennonites  determined,  rather  than  submit  to  this  and  other  obnoxious 
laws,  to  seek  new  hornet,  and  as  the  result  of  examinations  by  delegates,  &c.,  the 
exodus  to  Manitoba  and  different  points  in  the  United  States  began. 

The  first  settlei-s  here  arrived  in  1872,  and  for  several  years  a  steady  stream  of 
immigration  continued,  so  that,  with  the  children  born  in  Manitoba  since  their 
arrival,  the  reserve  is  now  thickly  populated. 

They  have  to  a  great  extent  retained  their  custom  of  living  in  communities. 
The  160  acres  belonging  to  each  man  are  thrown  inio  the  common  land  surrounding 
each  village. 

These  villages  are  in  summer  very  pleasant  in  appearance.  The  houses  are 
generally  almost  hid  from  view  by  groves  of  ash  and  other  trees,  while  little  flower 
gardens  are  attached  to  even  the  poorest  houses. 
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Large  kitchen  gardens  lay  further  back  from  the  house,  and  as  a  rule  they  raise 
good  vegetables. 

Their  cattle  are  tended  by  a  herdsman,  who  is  paid  by  the  village,  and  who, 
early  in  the  morning,  passes  down  the  street  blowing  a  horn  as  a  signal.  At  sunset 
the  cattle  are  brought  home  by  the  herder,  and  they  generally  manage  to  pick  out 
their  own  stables  without  assistance.  These  stables  generally  adjoin  the  farmer's 
house  and  communicate  by  a  door  with  it. 

The  class  of  hoi'ses  met  with  on  the  reserve  is,  on  the  whole,  very  good,  being  large 
and  powerful,  and  yet  not  too  heavy  for  fairly  fast  ti*avelling.  The  prices  demanded 
and  given  are,  however,  in  my  opinion,  exorbitant  (an  average  team  costs  ftom 
$400,  to  $500)  taking  into  account  the  price  of  good  horses  only  a  little  farther  west. 

Cattle  are  by  no  means  what  they  should  be,  chiefly  owing  to  the  lack  of  good 
bulls,  scrubs  abounding.  However,  1  am  informed  that  they  beffan  with  just  as  poor 
a  lot  of  horses  as  the  cattle  are  now,  so  that  with  some  well-bred  bulls  to  breed  from 
improvement  may  be  expected. 

The  number  of  horses  in  the  two  municipalities  is  about  4,609. 

Some  cases  of  glanders  have  occurred  during  the  last  year — six  having  been 
shot  near  Gretna  and  several  on  this  half  of  the  reserve.  No  disease,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  has  occurred  among  cattle. 

Sheep  are  not  kept  much,  but  some  fair  stock  has  been  imported  from  the 
United  States. 

Pigs  and  poultry  every  Mennonlte  keeps,  bacon,  &c.,  being  used  very  much  more 
than  beef,  which  is  regarded  by  them  as  more  or  less  of  a  luxuiy. 

Live  stock  is  not  exported  to  any  extent,  the  towns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
reserve  take  the  surplus. 

Large  shipments  of  eggs  are  made  to  Winnipeg.  Their  butter  is  not  in  demand 
among  the  English  speaking  people  in  the  surrounding  districts,  owing  to  the 
generally  inferior  quality,  which  is  due,  I  think,  to  their  not  working  it  enough 
after  taking  it  from  the  churn. 

However,  it  is  to  cereals  these  people  devote  themselves  most,  and  on  the  whole 
with  success,  as  the  numerous  elevators  at  Morden  and  Gretna  testify. 

There  are  steam  mills  at  Morden,  Gretna  and  Blumenort,  and  windmills  at  Eein- 
land  and  Rosenthal.  The  western  half  of  the  reserve  is  not  well  supplied  in 
this  line,  and  great  numbers  go  to  Walhalla,  a  small  town  six  miles  from  the  line, 
in  American  territory.  Wheat  goes  over,  having  been  first  checked  by  us,  and 
returns  as  flour. 

The  harvest  this  year,  some  little  time  before  reaping,  was  expected  to  outdo  all 
previous  ones,  but  owing  to  too  rapid  ripening  and  very  heavy  continuous  rains  later 
on  it  has  unfortunately  not  turned  out  quite  so  well  as  expected.  However,  it  has 
been  on  the  whole  a  fair  year. 

Eoughly  speaking,  the  soil  of  the  eastern  half  is  clay  loam,  while  the  western 
half  is  inclined  to  be  sandy. 

On  the  whole,  the  eastern  half  raises  more  grain  to  the  acre  than  the  western. 

The  average  of  the  reserve  is  as  follows : — Wheat,  15  bushels  per  acre ;  Oats,  20 
to  25  bushels  per  acre  j  Flax;  7  to  10  bushels  per  acre ;  Barley,  20  to  25  bushels  per 
acre.  * 

Gaixien  stuff"  was  coming  on  very  well  but  the  frosts  of  the  latter  half  of  August 
did  considerable  damage.  Although  I  made  inquiries  at  different  points,  I  heard  of 
no  damage  done  to  grain  by  these  frosts. 

One  hail  storm,  also  in  August,  did  some  damage  between  Eeinland  and  Plum 
Coulee,  but  the  area  damaged  was  inconsiderable. 

The  rainfall  in  1890  was  much  heavier,  and  earlier  than  of  late  years,  but  the 
numerous  dried  up  creeks  and  sloughs,  and  the  testimony  of  the  settlers,  point  to 
a  succession  of  dry  years. 

There  are  no  rivers  on  the  reserve,  water  is  struck  nearly  everywhere  a  few 
feet  below  the  surface. 
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Firewood  is  only  procurable  at  the  extreme  west  end  of  the  reserve,  in  the 
Pembina  Mountains,  which  necessitates  long  journeys  for  most  of  those  in  search  of  it 

A  good  deal  of  manure  is  used  as  fuel  in  their  large  brick  stoves  which  take  up 
a  good  deal  of  space  in  their  living  rooms. 

Tbe  manner  of  preparing  it  is  as  follows :  The  manure  is  spread  out  in  their 
stable  yards  till  nearly  dry,  and  when  a  sufficient  quantity  is  ready  a  team  of  horses 
is  used  to  tramp  it  into  a  solid  mass.  This  is  then  cut  into  blocks  of  about  a  foot 
square,  and  these  blocks  are  left  in  the  open  air  all  summer  to  dry.  The  advantages 
claimed  for  this  fuel  are  cheapness  and  the  length  of  time  it  burns. 

Hay  will  soon  have  to  be  imported  from  a  distance,  or  grown,  as  vacant  lands 
now  form  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  reserve,  and  are  chiefly  school  and  Hudson 
Bay  Company  lands. 

Priiirie  tires  are,  owing  to  the  large  area  cultivated,  almost  things  of  the  past. 

Prairie  chicken  this  year  are  very  numerous,  but  ducks  and  geese,  in  the 
absence  of  open  water,  are  scarce. 

I  may  here  remark  that  the  Mennonite  is  a  scrupulous  observer  of  the  game 
laws. 

From  the  nature  of  things,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  this  district  would 
receive  a  visit  from  any  of  the  numerous  delegates  or  farmers,  &c.,  who  have  been 
doing  Manitoba  and  the  North- West  Territories.  On  the  other  hand,  quit©  a  number 
of  Mennonites  have  paid  visits  to  different  parts  to  look  for  new  lands,  chiefly  in  the 
Lake  Dauphin  district,  and  along  the  Manitoba  and  North-Western  Railroad,  in 
Manitoba,  Gleichen  and  Calgary,  in  the  North- West  Territories. 

A  few  of  the  Mennonites  from  the  United  States  have  come  in  from  time  to 
time,  and  now  and  then  a  family  arrives  from  the  remaining  settlements  in  Bassia. 

On  the  whole,  1  may  say  that  the  Mennonites  are  in  general  prosperous  and  con- 
tented.   They  certainly  are  a  hard  working  and  peaceful  class  of  settlei-s. 

Crime  of  any  sort  is  almost  unknown  on  the  reserve. 

They  have  a  number  of  meeting  houses  and  schools.  A  regretable  feature 
about  the  latter  is  the  fact  that  English  is  not  taught,  and  the  rising  generation  is 
growing  up  as  ignorant  of  the  language  of  the  Dominion  as  those  who  came  some 
eighteen  years  ago  from  Eussia. 

The  elders  of  the  communities  exercise  immense  power,  and  their  word  is  law, 
even  in  the  most  trivial  matters.  For  example :  the  members  of  one  community  are 
not  allowed  to  paint  their  houses  outside,  and  must  wear  one  particular  kind  of 
heavy  cloth  cap  in  summer,  and  so  on. 

These  elders  are  averse  to  any  intellectual  impi*ovements  or  educational 
advance  whatever  among  the  Mennonites,  and  so  long  as  they  remain  so  these 
people  will  be  what  they  are  to-day — foreigners  in  language,  customs  and  sentiments. 

A  few  years  ago  an  attempt  was  made  by  some  of  the  more  enlightened  ones  to 
introduce  geographical  maps  into  one  of  the  village  schools.  This  led  to  a  rupture 
in  the  community,  and  the  result  is,  to-day  two  schools  and  two  churches  in  the 
same  village,  the  respective  members  of  which  often  do  not,  speak  to  each  other, 
although  in  some  cases  they  are  brothers,  or  even  father  and  son. 

I  enclose  a  map  of  the  reserve. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Y.  T.  ST.  GEOEGE, 
The  Officer  Commanding  Sergeant. 

N.  W.  M.  Police,  Eegina. 


N.-W.  M.  Police,  Manitou,  Man.,  17th  October,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  of  reporting  to  you  regarding  the  general  state  of  this 
district  as  follows : — 

The  settlers  in  this  neighbourhood  are,  for  the  most  part,  Canadians  from  the 
Provinces  of  Quebec  and  Ontario,  with  a  small  percentage  of  Immigrants  ftom 
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Great  Britain.  In  Townships  48,  49,  58  and  59  there  are  a  number  of  settlers  who 
were  fVom  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  French  Canadian  origin;  also  a  few 
Germans  from  Alsace-Lorraine.  In  these  townships  the  people,  generally  speaking, 
are  Roman  Catholics,  and  have  a  church  and  schools  of  that  religion.  These  people 
arc  not  in  as  good  circumstances  as  the  settlers  in  the  eastern  and  southern  portions 
of  the  disti'ict,  having  been  visited  by  two  successive  hail  storms  during  the  past 
summer. 

During  last  year  the  fii-st  shipment  of  cattle  was  made  direct  to  Montreal,  with 
such  good  results  that  another  train-load  was  shipped  this  year,  and  promises  to 
grow  into  a  good  trade. 

Butter  is  an  awkward  article  to  handle,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Province, 
from  the  lack  of  %ny  system  of  grading,  and  until  something  is  done  in  the  matter 
the  trade  will  never  amount  to  anything,  although  several  merchants  in  town  handle 
it  with  indifferent  success.  What  really  first-class  butter  is  made  finds  ready  sale  to 
private  persons  at  an  advance  above  market  prices  of  from  2  cents  to  3  cents  per 
pound,  and  is  never  handled  by  the  merchants.  Eggs  are  shipped  in  small  quantities, 
and  find  i*eady  market  at  this  season. 

There  are  very  few  new  settlers  in  the  district,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no 
vacant  Government  land  fit  for  cultivation,  this  part  having  been  settled  for  some 
eight  or  ten  years,  although  there  is  plenty  of  unoccupied  land;  still,  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  speculators  who  hold  it  at  high  figures.  School  sections  are  commencing 
to  sell. 

The  Indian  reservation  at  Swan  Lake  is,  I  believe,  a  small  one,  and  I  know  little 
or  nothing  regarding  it,  as  my  duties  here,  so  far,  have  never  called  me  in  that  direc- 
tion.   The  distance  is  about  30  miles. 

The  soil  is  very  varied,  being  rather  sandy  near  the  International  boundary  line, 
and  becomes  better  as  you  go  north  with  the  bush  land. 

Water  is  very  plentiful  and  easily  procured.  The  deepest  well  I  know  of  is  40 
feet,  and  a  good  average  is  about  25  feet.  Shale  comes  within  18  inches  of  the  sur- 
face at  the  town  and  extends  to  a  depth  of  40  feet. 

Swan  Lake  lies  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the  district;  the  Pembina  Eiver 
flows  from  it  in  a  south-easterly  direction.  In  the  northern  part  small  lakes  and 
ponds  are  numerous.  The  geneial  lay  of  the  country  is  rolling  bluffs,  and  intersected 
by  deep  coulees,  which  feed  the  Pembina. 

Generally  speaking,  the  settlers  are  in  good  circumstances,  having  good  buildings 
on  their  farms  and  a  much  larger  area  fenced  than  is  generally  the  case  in  this 
Province. 

The  area  under  cultivation  is  something  over  40,000  acres.  Cattle  are  largely 
raised,  and  the  general  inclination  and  object  of  the  settlers  seems  to  be  to  increase 
the  stock  to  as  large  an  extent  as  the  land  is  capable  of  sustaining. 

The  cattle  of  this  district  are  of  a  better  grade  and  larger  size  than  I  have  else- 
where observed  throughout  southern  Manitoba. 

Hay  is  plentiful,  and  a  shortage  will  never  be  felt  again,  such  as  was  the  case 
last  year,  as  settlers  have  learned  a  lesson  and  are  saving  the  straw,  which  has  been 
found  to  winter  cattle  equally  as  well  as  hay,  and  greatly  lessons  the  demand  for 
the  latter. 

A  few  are  commencing  to  stall-feed  a  few  head  of  cattle  for  the  spring  market, 
and  seem  satisfied  with  the  result. 

Eiver  fish  are  plentiful  in  Swan  Lake,  pike  and  jackfish  being  the  principal 
varieties. 

Elk  and  moose,  besides  the  smaller  varieties  of  deer,  are  numerous,  and  prairie 
chickens  are  abundant,  owing  to  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  game  laws. 

There  is  a  practice  amongst  the  Indians  and  half-bree«is  of  shooting  doe  elk  in 
early  spring  and  cutting  out  the  unborn  fawn,  and  leaving  the  deer  to  rot,  without 
even  taking  off  the  skin.  It  is  wasteful  and  most  destructive  as  the  does  are  easily 
shot  at  this  season. 
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There  are  large  forests  of  poplar  and  oak  in  the  north,  but  they  have  been 
killed  by  fire  mostly,  and  are  in  such  shape  that  should  a  fire  run  through  it  now 
wood  will  be  scarce. 

Generally  speaking,  settlers  are  well  satisfied  with  the  district,  which  is  well 
adapted  to  mixed  farming,  and  there  is  usually  more  moisture  than  elsewhere,  as  rain 
seems  to  follow  the  course  of  the  river. 

The  grain  crop  this  year  is  poor  ;  fields  which  looked  magnificent  in  July  thresh 
out  very  poorly,  and  I  very  much  doubt  if  the  avei*age  will  reach  15  bushels  per  acre. 
Oats  are  better,  averaging  about  30  bushels  per  acre.  Barley  is  not  good,  and  from  25 
to  30  bushels  per  acre. 

Boots  have  been  an  abundant  ci*op,  and  have  grown  to  great  size.  Flax  I  have 
not  obsei-ved  in  this  district. 

Hail  visited  the  northern  part  of  the  distnct  on  two  successive  occasions 
destroying  some  grain  totally,  and  in  many  cases  the  straw  was  unfit  to  cut. 

I  have  heard  of  no  prairie  fires  this  season  as  yet. 

There  had  been  no  disease  amongst  cattle  or  horses  of  a  malignant  nature. 

A  grist  mill  has  been  completed  this  season  at  Manitou  and  an  other  at  Pilot 
Mound.  The  capacity  of  the  former  is  75  barrels  per  day  ;  the  latter  is  about  the 
same  or  larger. 

These  mills  will  be  largely  patronized  by  Americans,  as  there  are  no  mills 
on  their  side  of  the  line  from  Walhalla,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Pembina  Mountains, 
to  St.  Johns,  a  distance  of  about  100  miles. 

These  mills  will  greatly  increase  the  traffic  across  the  line,  and  I  would  reco- 
mend  that  tliev  should  give  bonds  not  to  retain  any  of  the  wheat  from  aci^os^  the 
line,  and  should  be  made  to  keep  a  bonded  wheat  book,  as  is  the  system  adopted  by 
the  United  States  Customs. 

The  frost  of  the  22nd  of  August  did  some  damage  to  low-lying  land  but  to  no 
great  extent. 

The  rainfall  has  been  very  heavy,  and  already  parts  of  the  trails  are  in  a  very 
bad  condition,  the  land  being  thoroughly  soaked.  But  having  no  means  of  observing 
the  exact  amount  of  water  which  fell,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  further  than  that 
during  one  storm  this  summer,  a  pail  standing  away  from  any  drip  from  a  roof 
was  filled  within  2  inches  of  the  top  in  one  night. 

I  enclose  a  map  showing  stations  and  patrols. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  D    BABY, 
Corporal  in  Charge  of  Detachment. 
Inspector  J.  A.  McGibbon, 

Commanding  N.-W.  M.  Police, 
Morden. 


No.  6  Detachment,  North  W.  M.-Policb. 

Snowplakb,  Man.,  15th  October,  1890. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  report  of  Township  1 ,  Panges  8,  0  and  10,  on  the  diflferent 
subjects  mentioned  in  your  letter  I  received  on  the  9th  inst. 

Nationality  ? — The  settlers  are  composed  of  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  from  the 
old  country  and  people  from  Ontario,  Canada.  They  appear  to  be  an  industrious, 
social  and  persevering  class,  particularly  careful  of  the  education  of  their  children, 
of  temperate  habits  and  religously  inclined. 

District  devoted  to  grain  or  cattle  ? — The  whole  ot  the  settlers  are  engaged  in 
mixed  farming,  both  cattle  and  grain  being  grown  with  success. 

Is  hay  plentiful? — Few  of  the  settlers  have  on  their  homesteads  sufficient  hay 
for  their  own  consumption  ;  the  majority  have  to  purchase  hay  in  Dakota. 

Are  shipments  of  cattle,  eggs  Ac,  made  ? — Cattle  and  farm  produce  of  all  kinds 
are  disposed  of  at  Manitou  and  JPilot  Mound,  and  bring  good  prices. 
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If  the  settlers  are  of  a  generally  prosperous  class  ? — Settlers  who  have  been  in 
the  country  some  time  are  in  comfortable  circumstances,  but  those  who  arrived 
within  ihe  last  three  or  four  years  have  had  difficulties  to  contend  with,  owing  to 
failure  of  crops  for  the  past  two  years.  The  present  year,  howevei",  promises  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  latter  class. 

Number  of  new  settlers  ? — There  have  been  no  fresh  settlers  during  the  present 
year,  but  it  is  the  intention  of  some  Dakota  families  to  cross  over  shortly. 

Indians? — ^The  whole  neighbourhood  for  miles  around  is  entirely  free  of  Indians. 
A  few  half-breeds  occasionally  pass  through  during  the  fall  on  a  hunting  expedition. 

Soil? — ^The  soil  is  principally  black  loam,  with  clay  sub-soil. 

Eainfall  ? — A  considerable  quantity  of  rain  fell  during  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August  and  September,  averaging  about  4  inches  per  month.  During  Sep- 
tember harvesting  was  greatly  delayed  owing  to  the  wet. 

Streams? — There  are  two  streams,  the  rembina  on  the  N".  E.  and  Snowflake 
Creek  in  the  S.  E  corner  of  T  1  R  9.    Snowllake  Creek  is  now  almost  dry. 

Vacant  land  ? — The  whole  of  the  vacant  land,  as  shown  in  plan,  is  in  possession 
of  speculators,  who  are  endeavouring  to  affect  sales,  but  require  a  higher  figure  than 
the  ordinary  settler  can  affoixl  to  pay. 

It  the  settlers  are  generally  satisfied? — The  settlers,  on  the  whole,  are  well  satis- 
fied at  present,  as  prospects  are  much  brighter  this  yeai\ 

If  the  crops  have  been  fair  ? — The  crops  are  of  the  average  yield,  and  will 
enable  the  settlers  to  a  great  extent  to  recover  the  losses  sustained  by  the  failure  of 
crops  during  the  last  two  years. 

Hail,  frost  ? — There  has  been  a  remarkable  absence  of  hail  in  the  district,  and 
only  a  very  slight  frost  during  the  middle  of  August  and  beginning  of  September, 
no  damage  whatever  being  done  to  grain. 

Average  bushels  per  acre,  wheat,  &c.? — Owing  to  the  wet,  the  grain  has  not  yet 
been  threshed,  but  the  estimated  yield  is  as  follows  :  Wheat,  15  bushels;  oats,  25 
bushels  ;  barley,  20  bushels,  per  acre. 

Lay  of  country  ? — ^The  entire  country  consists  of  rolling  prairie. 

Game? — Game  is  rather  scarce,  their  being  only  a  few  prairie  chicken. 

Prairie  fires? — ^There  has  been  no  trouble  with  prairie  fires  as  yet. 

If  district  visited  by  practical  farmers  or  del^ates  this  summer? — There  has 
been  no  visits  from  practical  farmers  or  delegates  this  summer. 

Cattle  disease  ? — ^The  cattle  are  particularly  healthy  and  thriving;  no  disease 
whatever. 

What  mills  used  by  settlers,  Canadians  and  Americans  ? — The  mills  at  Crystal 
City  and  Manitou  are  the  only  ones  used  by  the  settlers.  People  from  Dakota 
occasionally  bring  over  grist  to  grind. 

I  enclose  map  showing  patrols,  stations  and  leading  trails  from  the  United 
States. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  STEWART, 

Constable  N.W.M,P. 
Officer  Commanding  Detachment  N.W.M.P. 
Manitoba. 
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APPENDIX  M. 


EEPOET  OF  INSPECTOR  B^GIN  OF  DUTIES  PERFORMED  BY  DETACH- 

MENT  OF  NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

OF  KEEWATIN,  DURING  SUMMER  OF  1890. 

WmNiPEQ,  6th  November,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  duties  f>erformed 
by  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  contingent  in  the  District  of  Keewatin,  under 
my  command,  covering  the  past  summer  season. 

I  was  oi-dered,  bv  you  at  Retina,  to  proceed  to  Winnipeg  to  arrange  matters 
with  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Manitoba  and  Keewatin  regarding  the  establish- 
ment of  detachments  of  North- West  Mounted  Police  in  different  places  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  also  to  see  to  the  supplies,  equipment,  &c.,  of  those  detachoients.  I 
reached  Winnipeg  on  the  14th  June  and  reported  at  Government  House,  where  I 
was  handed  a  letter  of  instructions  from  His  Honour,  informing  me  that  the  expected 
canoes  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  that  the  Water  Police  boat  **  Keewatin  "  was  being 
brought  to  Winnipeg  to  have  some  changes  made  under  my  supervision.  The 
repairs  and  changes  having  been  comnleted,  the  "  Keewatin  "  left  Winnipeg  on  the 
2nd  July,  under  my  command,  for  the  north  end  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  the  crew  con- 
sisting of  Corporal  Morphy,  Constables  Sabourin  and  Steele,  and  Mr.  Mathew  Watt, 
as  sailing  master.  On  arriving  at  Selkirk,  as  the  boat  had  struck  some  stones  on 
the  river,  which  was  very  shallow,  I  was  obliged  to  have  the  centre  board  repaired, 
causing  a  detention  of  two  days.  I  then  handed  over  the  command  to  Ck>r|x>ral 
Morphy,  who  left  Selkirk  on  the  6th  of  July,  with  instructions  regarding  the  duties 
to  be  performed  in  that  part  of  the  lake,  after  which  I  returned  to  Winnij>eg  for 
further  instructions. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  non-commissioned  officer  and  two  men  for  duty  at 
Norway  House,  for  whom  I  had  telegraphed  to  you  at  Regina,  I  left  Selkirk  with 
them,  accompanying  His  Honour  on  his  official  visit  to  the  Keewatin  end  of  the  lake. 
Having  placed  the  detachment  in  camp  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  with  the 
proper  instructions  to  Sergeant  Bunt,  who  was  left  in  charge,  t  returned  to  Win- 
nipeg with  the  party  on  board  the  **  Aurora." 

On  my  arrival  at  Selkirk  I  was  instructed  by  His  Honour  to  proceed  to  Grand 
Rapids  with  the  detachment  sent  from  Regina  at  His  Honour's  request.  The  party, 
missing  the  train  from  Winnipeg,  consequently  missed  the  boat  at  Selkirk,  causing 
a  delay  of  seven  days.  Finding  that  the  next  boat  would  not  leave  for  two  weeks, 
I  took  the  first  opportunity  that  offered,  and  embarked  on  a  fish  barge,  towed  by  a 
very  small  tug,  on  the  30th  July,  having  with  me  Constables  Marshall  and  de  Beaujeu, 
for  Grand  Rapids.  On  the  1st  of  August,  there  being  a  very  strong  head  wind,  the  tug, 
being,  as  I  have  said,  a  small  one,  was  unable  to  tow  the  barge  against  it,  and  there- 
fore lay  up  in  harbour  at  Reindeer  Island.  We  left  the  island  the  following  evening, 
and  on  the  3rd,  about  1  o'clock,  a.m.,  the  wind  began  to  blow  from  the  north-west, 
increasing,  at  about  10  o'clock,  to  a  gale.  The  barge  was  I'oUing  so  much  that  the 
captain  of  the  tug  said  afterwards  that  he  twice  saw  the  whole  length  of  its  keel,  it 
bemg  broadside  to  the  sea.  The  captain  then  shouted  to  the  two  young  men  who 
were  on  the  bai*ge  as  steersmen  to  let  go  the  anchor ;  but  seeing  the  danger  we  were 
in  I  went  aft  and  forbade  them  to  touch  it,  and  told  the  captain  that  I  would  not 
let  the  anchor  be  dropped,  but  that  he  should  steer  westward,  so  as  to  get  under  the 
shelter  of  the  west  shore.  He  did  so,  and  I  took  Constable  de  Beaujeu  with  me  at 
the  helm  of  the  barge  and  steered.  After  five  houi-s  of  anxiety  we  anchored  in  safety 
in  the  lee  of  Longue  Pointe.  The  following  day  we  arrived  safely  at  Grand  Rapids, 
and  after  placing  the  detachment,  with  Constable  Marshall  in  charge,  and  giving 
him  his  instructions,  1  left  for  Norway  House,  having  to  hire  a  sailing  boat  for  the 
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purpose,  as  the  Police  boat  had  gone  over  to  Warren's  Landing  on  patrol  sei^vice. 
feefbre  leaving,  Constable  de  Beaujeu  informed  me  that  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
yachting  on  the  St.  Lawj-ence,  below  Quebec,  and  requested  me,  if  possible,  to  place 
him  on  the  boat,  and  I  promised  to  let  him  know  when  the  yacht  returned  to  Grand 
Kapids. 

T  arrived  at  Norway  House  on  the  10th,  where  I  found  the  patrol  boat ;  Corporal 
Morphy  made  a  full  and  entirely  satisfactory  report  of  his  patrol  and  of  the  boat  her- 
self, and  asked  me  to  examine  the  boat,  of  which  he  was  very  proud.  I  did  so,  and 
found  everything  clean  and  neat,  the  boat  well  found  in  everything,  having  been 
fresh lyjpain ted  over ;  and  I  take  occasion  to  say  that  no  better  boatsman  ever  sailed 
Liake  Winnipeg  than  Corporal  Morphy.  He  was  strong,  active,  cool  in  danger,  and 
in  every  way  efficient.  Expressing  my  satisfaction  to  Morphy,  he  told  me  that,  as  I 
was  leaving  for  York  Factory,  and  had  to  take  my  servant  with  me  from  his  crew, 
he  would  require  a  better  man  than  Constable  Steele,  who  knew  nothing  at  all  about 
water  and  was  consequently  unfit  for  the  position  on  boai'd  the  boat.  I  then  told 
him  of  de  BeaujeuV  request,  and  also  told  him  that  as  he  was  to  be  on  duty  far  from 
where  I  was  he  must  choose  himself  the  man  who  was  to  be  under  him.  He  then 
told  me  that  he  had  met  de  Beaujeu  at  Eegina,  and  was  pleased  with  the  idea  of  hav- 
ing him  under  him.  This  determined  me  to  give  the  order  which  I  did,  viz.,  that 
Steele  was  to  remain  on  the  yacht  as  far  as  Grand  Eapids,  and  then  change  with  de 
Beaujeu.  T  then  gave  my  final  orders  to  Corporal  Moi'phy,  which  were  to  patrol 
the  Keewatin  end  of  the  lake  till  the  end  of  August,  and  then  start  for  Eed  Kiver, 
and  to  report  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  from  the  fii-st  post  office  tor  orders  and 
mails  about  the  10th  September.  During  my  absence  at  York  the  boat  "touched  at 
Warren's  Landing,  and  Sergeant  Bunt  reported  to  me  afterwards  that  Corporal 
Morphy  was  much  pleased  with  Constable  de  Beaujeu,  while  de  Beaujeau  seemed  to 
be  pleased  to  be  on  the  boat ;  and  Watt,  who  had  built  the  boat  had  a  great  deal  of 
experience  in  lake  navigation,  having  owned  and  sailed  schooners  and  smaller  craft 
on  the  lakes  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  ;  he  was  very  active,  cool  in  danger,  and  very 
efficient  in  his  capacity  of  sailing  master.  He  and  the  others  all  seemed  to  be  veiy 
happy  together.  I  also  inspected  the  Korway  House  detachment,  under  Sergeant 
Bunt,  and  found  everything  in  good  order,  and  that  the  weekly  patrol  down  the  river 
and  to  Warren's  Landing  had  fcneen  duly  performed. 

On  the  11th  of  the  same  month  T  foi^warded  my  report  to  His  Honour,  and  made 
preparations  for  my  trip  to  York.  In  the  evening  Mr.  Angus  Mackay,  Indian  Agent, 
arrived  with  the  Treaty  money,  and  proceeded  atonceto  the  Treaty  grounds,  two  miles 
further  up.  I  then  gave  orders  to  Sergeant  Bunt  to  move  his  camp  to  that  place 
early  next  morning,  which  he  did.  Later  on  the  same  day  I  went  with  the  Police 
boat  "Keewatin,"  and  found  the  detachment  in  camp  and  men  detailed  on  duty. 
The  chief  and  councilloi's  were  very  glad  to  have  the  Police  on  the  reserve,  and 
thanked  me.  They  told  me  aftei'wards  that  the  presence  of  the  red-coats  had  done  a 
great  deal  of  good.  I  then  came  back  to  Norway  House  and  left  the  following  day 
(13th  August),  at  2  p.m.,  for  York  Factory,  in  a  Peterborough  canoe,  with  one  cons- 
table, and  two  Indians  whom  I  hired  for  the  purpose.  I  annex  a  copy  of  my  diary 
while  on  the  trip  : — 

August  13. — Very  heavy  north  wind  (ahead)  when  crossing  the  lake,  with 
heavy  sea.  On  account  of  the  storm,  stopped  two  miles  from  Norway  House,  and 
passed  the  night. 

August  14. — Left  only  at  noon,  going  down  the  Nelson.  Weather  calm  ; 
current  running  north.  Beached  Sea  Fall  (18  miles)  at  6.30 ;  portaged  75  yards. 
Made  two  miles  and  then  camped  for  the  night ;   26  miles  during  day  ;  one  portage. 

August  15. — Eained  all  night  and  till  late  in  the  morning ;  broke  camp  at 
8  a.m.  Passed  High  Stone,  6  miles  from  Sea  Fall.  Arrived  at  the  fork  of  the  river 
at  10.30,  where  we  left  the  Nelson  and  entered  the  Etchemamis  (a  creek),  going  up 
stream ;  passed  a  lake  6  miles  long,  and  camped  for  the  night  half  way  up  tne  creek. 
During  day  made  33  miles. 
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August  16. — Rainy  and  stormy.  Broke  camp  only  at  9.30.  Wind  north- 
West  ;  cloudy,  and  raining  at  intervals  all  day.  Paddled  up  the  creek,  which  was 
very  narrow,  with  mar»h  and  swamp.   Arrived  at  the  Height  of  Laud  at  2.40.  Made 

forta^e  and  dined.  Here  the  water  is  at  a  standstill  and  separates.  Followed  the 
ackfish  River ;  left  at  3.45 ;  ran  down  the  river,  passed  a  lake  10  miles  long,  and 
arnved  at  7.45  at  Grand  Portage,  and  camped  for  the  night.  During  day  made  47 
miles. 

August  17. — Commenced  to  portage  (1  mile)  at  4  o'clock;  left  portage  at  7.30 ; 
made  12  miles  and  portaged  at  10.15;  left  at  10.45 ;  made  6  miles  and  portaged  < 
dined  and  left  at  1.30 ;  passed  small  lake  and  large  marsh ;  passed  Kettle  Point  at 
4.45 ;  passed  a  lake  4  miles  long ;  ran  three  rapids  and  portaged  a  fourth,  and  then 
campea  for  the  night.    Made  during  day  38  miles— 4  portages. 

August  18. — Fine  weather.  Left  camp  at  5  o'clock ;  passed  several  rapids  in  2 
miles  and  portaged  at  6  a.m.  Made  4  miles  and  entered  Oxford  Lake  at  9  a.m.,  with 
a  fair  wind ;  put  up  sail  and  ran  about  8  miles  an  hour,  the  lake  is  35  miles  long. 
Stopped  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  at  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.'s  post  at  Oxford 
House.  Went  on  6  miles ;  passed  a  rapid  and  camped.  Made  during  day  47  miles — 
2  portages. 

August  19. — Overcast.  Broke  camp  at  5  o'clock.  Passed  two  rapids  and  made 
a  portage  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile  through  low  land  and  swamp ;  ran  a  few  rapids 
and  portaged  at  Big  Fall ;  entered  Knee  Lake  at  10  o'clock,  with  calm  weather. 
This  lake  is  about  3  or  4  miles  wide  and  about  44  miles  long,  with  a  few  islands  in  it. 
Camped  on  an  island  for  the  night.    Made  during  day  45  miles.  2  portages. 

August  20. — Wind  south  ;  broke  camp  at  5  a.m.  Fair  wind  ;  put  up  sail ; 
made  25  miles  on  the  lake  and  entered  Hill  Iliver  at  10.40;  river  very  shallow  and 
very  rapid  ;  made  6  miles  and  portaged  at  12.15;  then  6  miles  more  and  another 
portage;  then  1  mile  and  a  portage  ;.  then  2  miles  and  yet  another;  ran  many 
rapids ;  made  two  miles  and  entered  Lonely  Lake  with  a  head  Mrind ;  camped  for  the 
night  8  miles  further  on.    This  day  made  50  miles  and  4  portages. 

August  21. — Cloudy  ;  head  wind.  Broke  camp  at  5  o'clock;  made  4  miles  on 
the  lake  and  entered  the  rivei* ;  passed  a  string  of  rapids,  and  made  3  portage:^ ; 
then  4  miles  further  and  another  portage  at  11.30,  and  yet  another  at  12.30  ;  dined 
and  left  at  1.30 ;  port^ed  again  at  2  o'clock,  then  passed  a  string  of  rapids  and 
broke  the  canoe  in  the  last  of  them ;  went  ashore  and  stopped  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  to  repair  her;  made  4  miles  and  then  camped  for  the  night.  Made  this  day  50 
miles  and  6  portages. 

August  22. — Foggy  and  cold.  Broke  camp  at  5  a.m.  Passed  a  string  of 
rapids;  then  passed  Big  Hill  at  6.30;  made  a  portage  at  7  o'clock;  went  on  and  came 
to  another  at  7.45 ;  then  another  at  8.30,  then  made  4  miles  and  portaged  the  la>t 
rapids  at  10.20.  The  current  was  very  switt,  running  about  6  miles  an  hour,  and 
the  banks  of  the  nver  were  veiy  high  and  rocky.  Entered  Steele  River  at  4.10; 
camped  for  the  night  at  7.30.    Made  this  day  80  miles  and  4  portages. 

August  23. — Fine  weather.  Broke  camp  at  4.45;  strong  current;  put  up  sail. 
Entered  Hayes  River  at  9  o'clock;  arrived  at  York  at  6.45.    Made  thisday  80mileii. 

The  whole  distance  was  492  miles,  and  the  number  of  portages  twenty-four.  The 
actual  time  of  travelling  with  the  canoe,  including  portaging  but  not  counting  the 
time  occupied  in  meals,  was  117  hours  and  15  minutes. 

The  banks  of  the  Hill  River  are  very  high  and  rocky  in  the  northern  part; 
those  of  the  Steele  River  upright,  but  more  of  sand  and  clay;  of  the  Hayes  River, 
low,  sandy  and  marshy,  becoming  more  and  more  flat  the  nearer  one  gets  to  York, 
where  they  are  very  low,  with  sandy  ridges  from  the  banks  on  each  side.  Behind 
them  the  country  is  mostly  muskeg  and  swamp,  with  very  few  small  trees,  spruce 
and  willows. 

The  portages  are,  on  the  whole,  short,  but  very  bad,  being  through  thick  bushy 
swamp,  among  fallen  trees  and  in  deep  moss,  so  that  the  walking  is  onen  very  bad. 
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YORK. 


On  i;ny  arrival  at  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  Post  at  York  Factory  I  was 
received  W  Mr.  Matheson,  the  officer  in  charge.  The  Post  is  situated  on  the  north 
shore  of  Hayes  River,  on  a  point  running  out  into  the  bay.  Four  miles  across  from 
the  Post  is  the  mouth  of  the  Nelson  Eiver.  The  land  for  30  miles  in  the  interior  is 
very  low,  mostly  muskeg,  covered  with  willows.  All  the  buildings  in  the  Post  have 
been  raised  on  a  foundation  of  piles,  to  keep  them  out  of  the  water  in  spring. 

This  Post  used  to  be  the  distributing  point  for  Manitoba  and  the  North-West,  as 
far  as  the  Rockies  and  Mackenzie  River,  but  now  it  supplies  only  its  own  district 
and,  in  part  Oxford.  The  supplies  are  brought  in  by  a  small  ship  from  England, 
which  u:5ually  reaches  York  in  the  middle  of  Septei^iber,  calling  at  Churchill  on  the 
way  in.    The  company  also  send  their  furs  to  England  by  the  same  ship. 

PUR. 

Furs  are  very  scarce  and  are  becoming  more  so  every  year.  They  consist 
chiefly  of  bear,  beaver,  deer  and  fox,  the  latter  being  principally  the  white  fox. 

PJSH. 

Fish  is  very  scarce,  although  this  bay  used  to  be  full  of  sea-fish  long  ago.  Now 
there  are  none  but  very  small  whitefish  of  about  1  to  2  pounds  weight,  and 
these  can  only  be  procured  in  fall,  when  they  come  into  the  river.  There  are  very 
few  seal  and  porpoise,  and  through  the  decrease,  the  company  has  discontinued  the 
making  of  oil.  They  still  kill  a  few  porpoise  as  food  for  the  dogs,  but  not  enough,  and 
so  are  obliged  to  feed  them  also  with  dog-biscuits,  pork,  oatmeal  and  oil-cakes,  all 
of  which  are  imported  from  England.  It  is  the  only  place  north  of  Lake  Winnipeg 
where  fish  are  so  scarce  as  not  to  supply  food  for  the  dogs.  The  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany's men  brought  a  sturgeon  while!  wastjiere  from  a  place  60  miles  to  the  south. 
This  was  known  to  be  the  first  sturgeon  seen  there  for  many  years  back. 

HAY. 

There  is  only  one  place  where  they  can  get  hay  ;  this  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  on  a  low  island,  which  is  covered  with  water  in  the  spring.  The  hay  is  made 
with  great  difficulty,  and,  when  made,  is  short  and  poor,  so  that  it  causes  quite  an 
expense  to  the  company  to  feed  the  ten  head  of  cattle  kept  at  the  Post.  The  cattle 
have  usually  to  be  fed  for  nine  months.  In  1886  snow  fell  on  th^  30th  of  August, 
and  the  cattle  were  fed  from  that  time  to  the  spring. 

GRAIN. 

Owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  season,  gi'ain  will  not  ripen  here. 

VEGETABLES. 

The  only  vegetables  grown  here  are  turnips  and  potatoes,  and  it  is  not  every 
year  that  they  will  grow.  The  only  garden  at  the  Po£t  is  the  small  one  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  ground  is  so  low  that  to  make  a  garden  they  had  to  carry  up  earth 
to  a  prepared  foundation  of  branches  and  chips.  Lettuce  and  radishes  are  the  only 
things  that  come  up  well ;  turnips  grow  usually,  but  are  very  small.  Potatoes,  for 
the  past  six  yeai*8  at  least,  have  never  grown  larger  than  a  pigeon's  egg,  being  planted 
between  the  1st  and  15th  of  July  ;  but  this  year,  owing  to  the  fine  weather,  they 
were  planted  in  June,  and  at  my  departure  were  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg ;  but  the 
heavy  frost  that  morning  killed  the  vines.  The  people  at  the  Post  are  supplied  with 
preserved  potatoes,  imported  from  England. 

TIMBER. 

There  is  no  timber  in  the  vicinity.  The  people  send  for  timber  for  building  pur- 
poses a  distance  of  100  miles  to  the  interior,  whence  it  is  driven  down  the  river. 
It  is  mainly  black  spruce,  with  a  little  red. 
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FUEL. 


The  firewood  used  is  cut  about  30  miles  up  the  river  and  driven  down  to  tlie 
Post;  it  is  chiefly  spruce.    There  is  also  a  few  tons  of  coal  imported  for  fuel. 


INTOXICANTS. 

The  liquor  brought  to  York  comes  principally  bv  the  ship  from  England,  and  is 
now  covers  by  permits.  After  inquiries,  I  found  that  there  was  a  person  in  the 
habit  of  making  sugar  beer,  or  hop  beer,  which  was  intoxicating  if  taken  in  sufficient 
quantity,  and  selling  it  to  the  Indians  ;  but  after  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Matheson 
as  J.P.,  and  the  posting  up  of  the  extract  fi*om  the  Keewatin  Act,  regarding  the 
liquor  law  for  the  district,  the  brewing  was  speedily  discontinued. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  in  that  district  are  hunters,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fish  and 
fur-bearing  animals  are  very  poor.  A  few  have  left  this  summer  for  some  fishing 
lake  in  the  intenor.  Last  winter  the  hunting  was  so  bad  that  Indians  nearly  died 
of  starvation.  In  one  case  a  man  with  his  family,  while  coming  to  the  Post  to  pro- 
cure some  food  from  the  company,  finding  it  difficult  to  ^et  anything  in  his  hunting 
ground,  after  eating  the  deer  skins  which  he  intended  selling  to  the  company,  found 
a  dead  dog  on  the  trail  on  which  he  lived  and  managed  to  reach  the  Post  after  great 
suffering  and  misery. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  Post  at  York  is  constantly  meeting  Indians  begging 
for  provisions,  or  something  to  eat;  he  has  been  obliged  at  times  to  give  them  a  few 
hundred  dollars  worth  of  provisions  to  prevent  them  from  starving.  It  appears, 
after  close  enquiry,  a  few  years  ago  the  company  had  supplied  the  Indians  during 
the  winter,  to  prevent  them  from  starving.  This,  of  course,  is  a  dead  loss  to  the 
company.  The  hunting  decreasing  every  year,  the  Indians  will  not  be  able  to 
pay  their  debts.  It  seems  a  pity  that  they  could  not  be  assisted  to  a  reservation  far 
enouerh  south  where  thev  can  procure  fish,  and  to  at  least  raise  potatoes.  As  will 
be  seen  by  the  census  of  families  added  to  this  report  they  are  not  numerous  enough 
to  make  the  expense  of  earring  this  idea  out  very  great.  I  may  say,  en  pussant, 
that  I  noticed  a  great  difference  in  the  comfort  and  clothing  of  the  Indians  near 
Oxford  Lake  as  compared  with  those  poor  wretches  near  the  sea  coast.  There  is 
difference  in  the  length  of  the  winter,  and  not  only  is  there  less  game  and  fish,  but 
the  Indians  of  the  York  distnct  have  winters  a  great  deal  longer  and  much  more 
severe  than  in  the  Oxford  House  district. 

The  accounts  I  have  given  of  what  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  has  to  do  to  procure 
firewood  equally  applies  to  the  Indians  near  the  coast.  Although  they  go  into  the  woods 
in  the  winter,  yet  where  they  can  find  comfortable  places  for  their  camp  is  very  o^n 
not  where  they  can  procure  the  little  game  that  is  left  in  the  country,  and  where 
there  is  game  there  is  generally  no  fish  near  the  sea  coast.  These  conditions  do  not 
exist  in  the  Oxford  House  district,  where  their  camp  may  be  near  a  fishing  lake  and 
where  their  wives  and  children  can  provide  for  themselves,  while  the  hunters  are 
away;  and  besides,  the  hunter  himself  may,  in  the  fall,  catch  and  pi*eserve  enough 
fish  for  his  family  during  the  winter.  Their  condition  near  the  sea  coast  seems  to 
be  very  hard ;  they  do  not,  like  the  Esquimaux,  have  to  take  the  sea  animals  and 
sea  fish ;  they  cannot  live  as  the  Esquimaux  do ;  they  have  no  longer  plenty  of  game, 
and  the  climate  is  too  rigorous  to  admit  of  their  cultivating  potatoes,  which  would 
help  them  very  much. 

The  presence  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  in  that  district  has  had  an 
excellent  effect  upon  the  population.  The  few  white  people  there  found  out  that  the 
Government  knew  that  they  were  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  who  needed  to  be  protected, 
being  so  far  from  any  centre  of  civilization  and  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Indians, 
who  are  very  harmless  at  the  present  time.  The  Esquimaux  being  also  close  by,  they 
are  afraid  of  any  contingency  that  might  occur  from  lack  of  food,  from  a  collision 
between  the  Esquimaux  and  the  inland  Indians.    On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians,  by 
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seeing  Her  Majesty's  uniform,  see  that  the  Government  do  not  forget  them,  and 
wishes  them  to  be  protected,  as  well  as  to  punish  those  who  bring  liquor  to  trade  in 
the  country. 

THE   CLIMATE. 

The  climate  at  York  is  very  changeable,  and  during  the  eleven  days  I  was  there 
there  was  only  three  days  of  fine  weather,  it  being  cloudy,  raining  and  snowing, 
with  a  strong  wind  from  the  sea,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  mist,  the  boats  being 
hauled  up  and  laid  by  for  the  winter. 

I  left  York  on  the  3rd  September,  with  a  north-east  wind  and  rain.  As  the 
current  is  so  strong  in  the  river,  the  men  had  a  long  cod  line  tied  to  the  canoe  and 
pulled  it  up  the  river  as  far  as  150  miles  from  York,  which  was  veiy  difficult 
owing  to  the  sandy  and  muddy  banks  along  the  shore,  which  was  covered  by 
fallen  trees,  occasioned  by  the  heavy  storm  a  few  days  before.  The  difficulty 
I  encountered  in  making  the  journey  may  be  readily  imagined,  when  I  say  the 
-distance  travelled  in  two  days  coming  down  to  York  took  me  ten  days  to  accomplish 
on  the  return  trip.  It  rained  veiy  often,  and  on  the  10th  all  night  and  all  day ;  I 
stayed  in  camp,  there  beinff  6  inches  of  snow.  It  snowed  again  on  the  12th,  and 
there  was  a  heaw  frost  in  the  morning. 

I  commenced  to  portage  on  the  13th,  made  the  same  portages  coming  back,  but 
as  the  ground  was  still  covered  with  snow  for  six  days,  the  portages  were  bad,  being 
obliged  to  walk  in  thick  moss  covered  with  slush  and  snow. 

OXFORD  HOUSE, 

which  I  reached  on  the  19th,  is  one  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  Posts,  and  is 
situated  on  the  north  end  of  the  lake  bearing  the  same  name.  I  found  that  they  had 
had  snow  there  on  the  10th  to  the  depth  of  6  inches. 

On  my  way  to  York  I  intended  to  stay  a  few  days  at  this  place,  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  in  the  vicinity  of  the  surrounding  country;  but  as  the  season  was  so  far 
advanced  and  the  Indians  having  all  left  for  the  winter  for  their  hunting  ffi*ounds,  I 
remained  only  one  day.    The  officer  in  charge  save  me  all  the  information  I  required. 

The  Indians  of  that  place  live  well,  as  fish  in  the  district  is  plentiful,  and  fur- 
bearing  animals  still  in  sufficient  quantity. 

LAKES. 

Oxford  Lake  is  a  beautiful  lake,  very  deep,  thirty-five  miles  long  and  from  six 
to  eight  miles  wide,  with  islands  in  the  west  half  of  the  lake,  and  abounds  with  white 
fish  and  trout.     In  trolling  I  caught  a  trout  of  about  30  pounds. 

Knee  Lake  is  north  of  Oxford  House  about  eighteen  miles,  and  is  forty-four  miles 
long,  and  from  three  to  four  miles  wide.  There  fish  is  also  plentiful. 

God*s  Lake,  on  the  east,  about  fifty  miles  from  Oxford  Lake,  is  a  lake  eighty 
miles  long  and  thirty  miles  wide,  and  abounds  with  whitefish  and  trout,  the  fish 
being  very  large.     A  great  number  of  Indians  live  on  the  noi'th  shore  of  this  lake. 

OXFORD   HOUSE   DISTRICT. 

The  land  in  this  district  is  good  high  land,  covered  with  different  kinds  of  trees 
and  timber  of  a  medium  size,  and  good  for  cultivation.  The  Indians  do  not  farm, 
but  have  pieces  of  land  where  they  grow  potatoes.  The  company  have  a  good 
garden,  where  all  kinds  of  vegetables  erow  very  well. 

The  appointment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  will  be  found  necessary  at  Oxford 
House.  I  have  been  told  by  the  white  population  there  that  the  Indians  were  com- 
mencing to  be  very  impertinent,  and  the  presence  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police 
had  a  good  effect  upon  them. 

I  left  Oxford  House  on  the  21st  and  arrived  at  Norway  House  on  the  25th, 
having  good  weather  all  the  way  up.  Norway  House  is  the  name  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company's  Post  at  that  place,  situated  on  the  Nelson  River,  twenty-three  miles 
19-9i 
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from  WaiTen*8  LandiDg,  the  mouth  of  the  river.  It  is  a  very  old  place,  and  used  to 
be,  years  ago,  the  headquartei^s  of  the  company,  and  was  the  distributing  centre. 
The  Hudson  Bay  Company's  Commissioner  had  also  his  quarters  in  the  Post. 

On  my  arrival  there  I  found  the  detachment  still  in  camp.  The  non-commis- 
sioned officer  in  charge  reported  to  me  that  he  had  not  received  any  orders  to 
return,  and  even  had  he  received  such  orders  he  could  not  have  done  so,  no  oppor- 
tunity having  presented  itself.  He  was  waiting  my  arrival.  He  reported  also  that  in 
my  absence  everything  went  on  well.  Patrol  duty  had  been  carricnl  out,  and  that  no 
crime  of  any  kind  had  been  committed  ;  that  the  liquor  that  came  in  for  that  place 
and  for  the  interior  had  been  covered  by  permits,  which  had  been  cancelled  by  him. 

Mr.  Horace  Belanger,  Chief  Factor  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  is  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  Post  and  district,  and  holds  a  commission  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
Through  his  kindness  he  did  everything  possible  to  assist  me  in  my  judicial  positi<m 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  rendered  every  assistance  to  the  North-West  Mounte«l 
Police  stationed  there.  The  Indians  are  mostly  Treatv  Indians,  have  a  reserve  and 
live  well,  as  the  fish  which  consists  of  white,  jack  and  sturgeon  is  still  plentiful,  but 
with  a  tendency  to  decrease,  as  reported  to  me  by  the  Chief  and  councillors,  sayiqg 
that  the  fish  companies,  are  killing  so  many  of  them  in  Lake  Winnipeg  they  are 
afraid  that  it  will  affect  also  their  fishing  places,  like  other  points  on  the  lake  reported 
to  them  by  Indians  in  these  localities.  They  fish  enough  in  the  fall  for  their  winter 
supply,  and  with  the  killing  of  fur-bearing  animals,  which  are  still  in  sufficient 
number,  they  make  a  good  living. 

There  are  a  few  cattle  pertaining  to  the  Indian  Department  on  the  reserve  for 
their  use,  but  I  may  say  that  no  farming  is  done,  only  a  few'  Indians  cultivating 
potatoes.  The  Hudsons'  Bay  Company,  have  a  large  garden  in  which  all  kinds  of 
vegetables  are  grown ;  everything  attains  a  very  large  size,  and  better  specimens 
could  not  be  seen.  I  brought  in  from  that  place  for  His  Honour's  inspection  samples 
of  potatoes,  of  which  two  have  been  found  to  weigh  20J  and  21J  ounces  and  excellent 
quality. 

The  Chief  and  councillors  wish  to  be  supplied  with  cattle  and  implements  to 
faim  ;  they  say  that  they  would  like  to  Ho  like  the  Indians  on  the  Bed  River,  that 
barley  and  wheat  can  grow  and  ripen  if  properly  fainned,  and  they  want  to  have  the 
same  privileges  as  those  on  reserves  farther  south.  The  country  for  a  few  miles 
around  is  low  land ,  but  affords  very  good  vegetation,  and  would  be  very  good  for  farming 
purposes.  The  timber  is  mostly  spruce,  poplar  and  birch,  of  a  medium  sire.  Hay 
IS  very  good  and  can  be  procured  with  little  expense. 

The  river  is  navigable  for  steamers  drawing  from  6  to  7  feet  of  water, 
for  a  few  miles  north,  and  southward  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Lake 
steamers  do  not  generally  go  farther  north  than  Warren's  Landing,  as  there  are  no 
experienced  men  who  could  pilot  them  in  the  river  as  far  as  Norway  House. 

At  Norway  House  I  also  found  a  letter  awaiting  me  from  his  Honour  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, who  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  sent  to  him  before 
leaving  for  York,  and  stating  that  if  Mr.  Belanger's  yacht  was  available  he  would 
not  send  out  the  "  Keewatin  "  again.  While  waiting  for  Mr.  Belanger's  yacht,  which 
was  not  ready  to  start,  I  learned  from  Indians  the  sad  news  regaixling  the  loss  of  the 
"  Keewaf  in,"  and  not  knowing  what,  if  anything,  had  been  done  from  Selkirk  end  of  the 
route,  towaixis  the  rescue  of  the  living  or  the  I'ecovery  of  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  come  on  at  once  with  my  canoe  and  the  men  I  then  had  with 
me.  This  course  also  gave  me  an  additional  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  state  of 
affairs  regarding  intoxicants,  &c.,  at  Poplar  River,  which,  though  easily  entered  in 
a  canoe,  is  more  difficult  of  approach  in  larger  vessels.  I  followed  as  near  as  I  could 
the  old  York  boat  route,  which  runs  between  this  coast  and  the  many  reefs  which  are 
out  beyond  it,  and  had  rains  and  stormy  weather,  which  made  it  very  difficult  some- 
times to  move  at  all  and  at  all,  times  with  very  great  labour  on  behalf  of  my  men  in 
the  canoe.  I  made  all  possible  speed,  however,  alon^  the  east  coast  of  the  lake  to 
Beren's  River,  hoping  there  to  obtain  such  information  as  would  aid  my  further 
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eearoh.  At  this  place  I  learned  from  Mr.  Angus  Mackay,  the  Agent  of  Treaty  No.5, 
of  the  position  of  the  wreck  and  of  the  wreckage  which  had  been  strewn  alon^  the 
coast.  I  left  Beren's  Eiver  after  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  shore,  the  islands 
and  reefs  off  the  shore,  to  discover  more  of  the  articles  which  had  been  in  the  boat, 
and  especially  hoping  to  recover  the  bodies,  believing  that  the  same  cause  which 
had  drifted  the  wreckage  there  would  also  bring  the  bodies  to  the  same  place. 

To  institute  the  search  I  have  spoken  of  I  proceeded  to  Pigeon  Point ;  there  I 
divided  my  men,  so  that  one  man  relieved  from  time  to  time  made  a  thorough  search 
along  the  shore,  while  I,  with  the  other  men  in  the  canoe,  instituted  a  thorough  search 
all  round  the  many  islands  and  reefs  which  lie  off  that  shore.  This  naturdly  occu- 
pied considerable  time,  and  was  continued  till  I  reached  Babbit  Point,  where  I  found 
Creight,  the  half-breed,  who  had  i*eceived  Mathew  Watt  from  the  Indians  and  who 
had  found  the  *'£eewatin."  Creight  told  me  that  the  Indians  came  to  him  and  said 
that  there  was  a  dead  man  on  a  boat,  and  that  he  had  gone  to  the  boat  and  seen  that 
the  man  was  alive,  and  given  the  man  the  proper  assistance,  and  taken  him  home  and 
kept  him  there  several  days  and  had  met  the  "Aurora"  and  brought  him  to  Selkirk. 
I  heard  from  that  man  all  particulars  concerning  the  boat  and  the  articles  that  had 
been  found,  and  of  the  loss  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Policemen,  Corporal  Morphy 
and  Constable  de  Beaujeu,  as  Watts  had  told  him.  Creight  told  me  also  that  he  and 
the  Indians  had  been  constantly  on  the  watch  for  the  bodies ;  and  said,  in  answer  to 
my  directions,  that  he  would  spare  no  pains  to  gain  the  reward  offered  by  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor. Here  I  mav  also  add  that,  upon  my  leaving  Beren's  Kiver  I  arranged 
with  Mr.  Angus  Mackay  that  he  should  go  over  the  same  ground  that  I  had  gone 
over  in  my  search,  he  to  start  one  week  later  than  I  did ;  and  I  may  fui*ther  add  that 
Creight  promised  to  go  three  days  later  to  some  of  the  islands  more  towards  the 
other  side  of  the  lake,  to  search  there,  in  the  hope  that  perhaps  different  winds  might 
have  thrown  the  bodies  in  that  direction.  We  came  then  direct  to  Dog  Head.  I 
had  kept  my  men  very  hard  at  work  in  making  this  search,  which  I  wished  to  be  a 
very  thorough  one,  and  they  were,  on  their  arrival  at  Dog  Head,  very  tired ;  and  hav- 
ing being  informed  by  Chartland,  the  master  of  the  Hudbon  Bay  Cpmpany's  Post 
at  that  point,  that  there  would  probably  be  an  opportunity  to  come  in  by  steamer 
the  next  day,  and  feeling  that  I  had  done  all  that  i  possibly  could  in  the  search  for 
the  bodies  and  the  property  of  the  Mounted  Police,  I  decided  to  wait ;  but  the  third 
day  having  arrived  without  the  promised  steamer,  learning  from  a  passing  fish  boat 
that  the  steamer  had  been  delayed  a  week,  I  came  on  with  my  canoe,  reaching  the 
mouth  of  the  Eed  Eiver  after  a  good  deal  of  hard  paddling,  but  without  incident 
worthy  of  notice,  on  the  25th  of  October,  and  reaching  Selkirk  on  the  following  day. 

I  found  there  that  the  unusually  heavy  storms  had  caused  a  good  deal  of  anxiety 
regarding  the  fate  of  the  canoe  and  myself;  and,  on  reporting  by  telegraph  to  His 
Honour,  was  <told  that  my  safe  arrival  relieved  a  great  many  of  much  conceiii. 

At  Selkirk  I  dried  the  sails  and  tents,  and  having  stored  the  canoe,  which  I  am 
glad  to  say  I  brought  back  from  my  long  voyage  very  little  injured,  I  came  on  to 
Winnipeg.  On  being  informed  that  the  men  would  be  no  longer  required,  they  were 
sent  on  to  Begina.  Owing  to  the  sad  death  of  Corporal  Morphy  and  the  entire  loss 
of  his  journal  and  the  memoranda  of  his  voyages,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  detailed  report 
of  the  late  patrol  which  he  had  successfully  commenced  and  was  continuing  when  I 
saw  him  last,  on  the  13th  of  August;  but  I  have  heard  from  different  reliable  sources 
that  he  continued  to  carry  out  my  instructions,  and  was  diligent  and  faithful  in  every 
respect,  having  visited  Longue  Pointe,  Grand  Eapids,  Horse  Island,  Spider  Island, 
Big  Black  Eivei*,  Montreal  Point,  Poplar  Point  and  Eiver,  George's  Island  and 
Warren's  Landing,  and  they  were,  in  fact,  continually  employed  in  these  water  patrols 
until  the  end  of  August.  In  obedience  to  my  instmctions,  they  left  Warren's  Landing 
for  the  mouth  of  the  Eed  Eiver  to  cany  out  my  promise  conveyed  in  my  last  letter 
to  His  Honour,  that  they  would  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Eed  Kiver  for  orders  and 
mails  about  the  10th  of  September.  Corporal  Moi-phy  was  to  have  left  Warren's  Landing 
on  the  1st  of  September,  but  owing  to  contrary  winds  he  did  not  start  until  the  31x1. 
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I  have  already  stated  my  high  opinion  of  the  good  qualities  of  Corporal  Morphy,  and 
had  intended  to  have  so  reported  to  headquarters.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  r^ard 
to  poor  young  de  Beaujeu ;  I  have  already  stated  the  reason  why,  after  conRUlting 
Corporal  Morphy,  I  consented  to  his  request  that  he  might  be  placed  upon  the  boat; 
and  I  have  since  learned  that  his  conduct  there  was  most  exemplary,  and  that  he 
rapidly  increased  his  former  considerable  acquaintance  with  yachting,  and  became 
very  efficient  on  the  patrol  boat.  I  was  also  much  pleased  at  Corporal  Morphy's 
expressing  a  wish  to  nave  him  on  board,  because  he  was  very  gentlemanly,  with  an 
excellent  addi'ess,  and  the  patrol  boat  was  Hkelv  to  come  in  contact  with  such  of  the 
steamers  as  frequented  the  north  end  of  the  lake  and  the  passengers  on  board  them, 
and  consequently  I  felt  that  anything  that  was  done  in  the  performance  of  their  duty 
in  inspecting  boats  or  passengers  would  be  done  in  the  most  gentlemanly  manner 
by  Coi-poral  Morphy  and  voung  de  Beaujeu. 

I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  patrol  boat  "  Keewatin  "  having  sailed  with  her 
last  year  on  her  first  trip  to  Grand  Sapids  ;  and  although  we  encountered  mnch 
stormy  weather,  I  never  saw  a  boat  that  behaved  better  in  a  heavy  sea  and  with  a 
high  wind.  I  have  since  sailed  in  her  and  my  former  ^ood  opinion  has  been  increased, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  any  boat  could  have  been  better  sparred  or  fitted  with  a 
better  rig  or  better  proportioned  canvas,  or  as  well  found  in  all  necessary  rop^ 
anchora  and  chains.  I  have  latety  seen  her  on  the  bank  at  Selkirk,  and  after  a  care- 
ful examination  I  found  that  with  the  exception  of  where  the  rocks  rubbed  against 
her  on  the  port  side  near  the  waterboard,  she  is  almost  wholly  uninjured,  except,  of 
couree,  the  centre  board,  which  was  broken  off  when  the  boat  struck  the  reef  upon 
which  she  was  wrecked. 

The  whole  length  of  my  canoe  trip  was  about  1,300  miles,  and  the  distance 
travelled  by  the  "  Keewatin  "  over  1000  miles. 

Although  not  directed  specially  to  inquire  into  the  mattera  concerning  the  fish 
in  Lake  Winnipeg,  I  found  it  impossible  to  traverse  the  lake  without  much  of  it  coming 
under  my  notice  and  heai*ing  very  much  that  the  Indians,  missionaries,  Hudson 
Bay  Company  people,  and  others  had  to  say  in  regard  to  it ;  and  the  conclusion  1  have 
arrived  at  is  very  much  the  same  as  I  stated  in  my  report  of  last  year,  excepting 
that  there  where  more  complaints,  and  that  extinction  of  the  fish  is  nearer,  the  catch 
being  larger  and  the  supply  having  decreased  very  much. 

I  had  also  an  opportunity,  which  I  had  not  last  year,  of  seeing  the  modes  of 
fishing  and  the  fishermen  themselves  during  the  close  season,  which  commenced  two 
days  after  I  left  Warren's  Landing,  viz.,  on  the  5th  of  October,  and  my  slow  progress 
gave  me  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Indians  engaged  in  the  fishing,  and  every  one 
of  these  Indians  assured  me  that  up  to  that  time  they  had  not  got  half  as  many  as 
they  had  got  up  to  the  same  date  last  year,  and  that  thev  very  much  feared  starvation 
this  winter.  I  was  surprised,  also,  to  find  that  many  fish  boats  were  still  engaged  up 
to  as  late  as  the  20th  of  October  ;  the  ordinary  white  people's  fish  boats  were  patting 
down  their  nets  and  catching  considerable  quantities,  ana  taking  them  to  Selkirk  to 
market,  although  I  supposed  this  to  be  against  the  law.  In  compiling  this  report 
I  am  much  pleased  at  being  able  to  state  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief, 
no  liquor  or  any  other  intoxicant  has  been  allowed  to  pass  into  the  District  of 
Keewatii\  without  a  permit,  and  that  although  the  number  of  men  sent  for  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and  placed  under  my  command  by  the  Commissioner  was  small,  and 
although  Lake  Winnipeg  is  as  large  as  Lake  Erie,  yet  such  was  the  respect  inspired 
among  the  Indians,  the  traders  and  others  by  the  presence  of  the  different  detach- 
ments of  Police  that  I  am  satisfied  there  has  been  no  infringement  of  that 
clause  of  the  Keewatin  Act  which  relates  to  the  introduction  of  intoxicants; 
and  consequently  1  have  to  report  with  still  greater  satisfaction  that  over  the  large 
district  which  has  been  reached  by  the  small  force  under  my  command,  and  indeed 
in  the  whole  of  the  District  of  Keewatin,  no  single  case  of  crime  has  occurred ;  and  I 
have  found  in  my  tours  of  inspection  and  in  the  districts  which  I  visited  myself,  that, 
owing  to  the  rapidity  with  which  news  is  carried  among  these  natives,  the  Indians 
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very  far  to  the  north  and  the  east  had  all  heard  of  the  stationing  of  the  detachments, 
and  believed  them  to  be  but  the  outposts  of  a  force  of  many  hundreds  of  such  men, 
who  could  be  brought  into  the  country  if  necessary ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  moral  effect  of  the  men  under  my  command  produced  the  result  which  I  am 
so  pleased  to  be  able  to  report,  viz.,  the  entire  absence  of  crime  in  this  district.  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  for  the  next  spring  that  the  men  should  be  available 
for  service  not  later  than  the  1st  of  June,  and  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Peter- 
borough canoes  will  be  needed  entirely  for  inland  and  portage  service,  and  the 
Police  boat  for  such  operations  on  the  lake  as  a  steamer  could  not  reach,  it  is 
extremely  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  steam  craft  built  specially  for  this  purpose 
upon  the  Keewatin  end  of  the  lake.  Such  a  boat  is  necessary :  Ist,  because  it  would 
convey  supplies  to  the  detachments  at  the  points  where  their  patrol  duties  would 
commence ;  it  would  be  available  for  inspections  of  other  steamers,  by  cruising  ftrom 
Pigeon  Point  and  Long  Point;  2ndly,  it  would  be  indispensable  if  any  serious  trouble 
were  to  arise  with  Indians  anywhere  on  the  lake  shore,  or  in  the  country,  where  they 
can  be  reached  from  the  late  shore  ;  3rdly,  it  could  render  material  aid  to  the 
Department  of  Marine  in  placing  ot  buoys  and  in  the  transpoi*tation  of  lighthouse  and 
other  inspector,  and  would  render  important  services  to  the  Indian  Department 
by  its  ability  to  convey  Indian  Agents  and  the  Inspector  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  fall 
at  the  time  when  Treaty  payments  are  made ;  the  present  appliances  in  use  by  the 
Indian  Department  being  unfit  to  insure  the  payment  being  made  on  the  day 
appointed,  and  the  Indians  who  assemble  at  given  points  at  certain  dates  are  naturally 
very  much  disappointed  if  the  Agent  does  not  arrive.  This  latter  reason  came  inci- 
dentally under  my  notice  at  two  places  in  the  District  of  Keewatin.  In  the  one  case 
notice  had  been  given  that  the  Agent  would  arrive  on  a  certain  day,  and  the 
Indians  from  long  distances,  and  with  very  little  food,  had  collected  with  their 
families  to  meet  him  on  that  date.  He  did  not  arrive,  owing  to  the  stormy  weather, 
in  the  open  boat  in  which  he  travelled  on  Lake  Winnipeg,  until  several  days  after- 
wards, causing  naturally  a  good  deal  of  disappointment  among  the  Indians,  who 
rapidly  exhausted  the  little  supply  of  provisions  they  had  brought  with  them.  This 
applies  to  both  cases.  It  is  of  course  known  that  no  chart  of  Lake  Winnipeg  exists ; 
that  there  is  only  one  lighthouse  between  Bed  Biver  and  York  Factory:  conse- 
quently, the  lake  is  a  very  dangerous  one  to  navigate,  and  especially  so  at  night. 
Such  a  steamer  as  I  have  describ^  would  be  in  a  position  to  aid  wrecked  vessels  and 
to  save  vessels  in  danger  of  being  wrecked ;  or  to  relieve  them  when  on  sand  bars, 
rocks  and  shoals  in  the  Lake.  I  have  mentioned  incidentally  that  several  such 
accidents  took  place  this  summer.  One  of  the  steam  barges,  named  the  "  Bed  Biver  '* 
went  aground  on  a  sand  bar  off  Sturgeon  Island,  and  lay  there  with  her  passengers  and 
crew  for  three  weeks.  Had  a  heavy  storm  occurred  during  this  period  it  might 
have  destroyed  the  boat.  Another  instance  was  that  of  a  tug  and  a  barge,  having  on 
board  a  crew  and  passengers,  in  which  the  latter  had  to  be  cast  adrift  on  account  of 
the  breaking  of  some  of  the  machinery  of  the  tug,  after  which  they  drifted  for  ten 
days,  at  any  time  during  which  a  storm  might  have  caused  the  loss  of  the  vessel, 
with  her  cargo,  passengers  and  crew.  On  another  occasion,  off  the  Horee  Island,  a 
fish-boat  about  the  size  of  the  "  Keewatin,"  with  a  small  cargo  of  fish  and  a  quan- 
tity of  rocks  as  ballast,  in  the  heavy  sea  shifted  her  ballast  so  forcibly  as  to  spring  a 
leak,  and  shortly  went  down.  Fortunately,  another  fish-boat  saw  them  and  went  to 
the  rescue.  She  was  herself  swamped,  but  near  enough  to  shore  for  her  crew  to 
escape.  In  all  these  cases  such  a  boat  as  I  have  described  might  have  been  necessary 
for  the  salvation  of  life  and  property.  Such  a  boat  could  be  applied  in  the  saving 
of  other  great  expense  to  the  Indian  Department,  and  would  be  of  very  material 
service  to  the  Marine  Department ;  and  in  my  opinion  would  be  a  very  efficient 
means  of  contending  in  a  still  more  efficient  manner  with  the  evils  with  which  the 
detachments  of  North- West  Mounted  Police  have  to  deal.  For  the  care  of  such  a 
boat  there  would  only  be  required  to  pay,  outside  of  the  services  of  the  North- West 
Mounted  Police,  four  persons  ;  and  these  persons  would  only  be  required  for  half  a 
year,  as  the  boat  would  be  laid  up  through  the  winter. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136 


Population  of  York  Factory,  1st  September,  1890  : 
Adults- 
Male 87 

Female 97 

Children — 

Male 167 

Female 179 


Total 530 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  V.  BEGIN, 

Inspector,  North  West-Mounted  Police, 


The  Commissioner  N,  W.  M.  Police, 
Eegina. 
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APPENDIX    N. 


Nohth-Wbst  Mounted  Police — Distribution  State  of  the  Force  by  Divisions  during 

the  Summer  of  1890. 


Stations. 

'i 

's 

■4A 

1 

1 

J 

1 
2 

3 
2 

38 
11 
2 
5 
3 
4 
2 
4 
2 
1 
1 

8 

15 
13 
4 
2 
10 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 

51 

4 

118 
6 
4 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 

54 

8 
8 
3 

1 
1 
2 

4» 
16 
3 
6 
4 
5 
3 
5 
2 
1 
1 

12 
20 
18 
7 
4 
14 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
2 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 

69 
5 

149 
8 
5 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
4 

71 
11 
9 
4 
1 
2 
2 

M 

54 

•*A".. 

Maple  Creek 

1  1 

1 1        4 

I 

*'B".. 

Medicine  Hat 

1 

14 
3 
8 
7 
7 
5 
5 
2 
1 
1 

7 
17 
22 

8 

14 

Swift  Current 

3 

East  End 

1 
1 
1 

1 

8 

BuirsHead 

Battle  Creek 

Farwell 

Willow  Creek 

1 

Stone  Pile 

2 

Dunmore 

Josephsburc^     .  .                 .     ... 

R^pina     

1 

ij.. 

2 
3 

"2 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 

Wood  Mountain 

17 

Manitoba 

?2 

Mooeomin 

1 

8 

Grand  Rapids 

Alameda 

1 

1 

25 
6 
2 

1 

3 
2 
6 
2 
4 
1 
2 
2 
1 

70 
6 

127 
9 
7 
3 
2 
5 
5 
2 
3 
4 

63 
9 

10 
5 
1 
2 
2 

25 

Saltcoats 

6 

Broadview    
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1 
1 
1 

* 

*  i 

1 

"i' 

2 

Moose  Jaw 

9, 

Wolseley 

?. 

Fort  Qu"*Appelle 

3 

Qu' Appelle 

2 

Willow  Bunch 

1 

6 

Touchwood 

i"" 

.. 

2 

Pilot  Butte 

1 

4 

Wapella 

*  *  1  ■  * 

1 

Yorkton 

?, 

Whitewood' 

9, 

Cannington 

1 

'*C".. 

Battleford 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

5 

3 

6 

7D 

"H" 

Onion  Lake 

6 

Fort  Macleod 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

8 
1 

1 
1 

1 

8 

13 

1 

140 

Pincher  Creek 

10 

Stand  Off 

7 

Kooten  \m ... 

3 

Lieavings    

2 

Kipp 

5 

St  Mary's 

■ 

5 

Lee's  Creek 

1 

4 
.... 



.... 

2 

Big  Bend 

3 

Porcupine  Hills    ..... 

1 

. 

5 

"E".. 

Calarary 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 
2 

1 

63 

Banff 

9 

Gleichen 

10 

Pekisco 

5 

Industrial  School 

1 

Morley 

1 

? 

Millar's 

.. 

.... 

2 
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Appendix  N. — North- West  Mounted  Police — Distribution  of  the  Force  daring  the        j 

Sammer  of  1890 — Concluded, 


*K' 


Prince  Albert 

Batoche 

Duck  Lake . . . 
Saskatoon    . . . 


Saskatchewan . 

£dmonton 

Red  Deer  .... 
St.  Albert 


Depot 


iLethbridffe  ....    ... 

St.  MarjTs 

Milk  River  Ridffe... 
Writing-on-Stone . . . 

Verdigris  Lake 

Little  Bow 

Pendent  d 'Oreille. . . 
Construction  Camp. 

Regina 

Saskatoon 


Actual  ToUls. 


Ill 


6   1 

1|.. 


32   5 


10 


55 


1 


I 


i     i     i   ^ 


55 


3  34 
8 
5 


10 


45 
4 
5 
4 
2 
2 
4 
3 

128 


732 


68 
6 
1 
9 

45 

10 

6 

1 

56 
5 
6 
5 
3 
3 
5 
3 

170 
1 


961 


60 
5 
2 
6 

43 

10 

6 

1 


47,       6 

3l 
4, 


S   ^ 


m 


1 

876 


43 

1»> 

I 
53 

6 

3 

4 


101 

1 


23       2  901 
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APPENDIX  O. 


North- West  Mounted  Police — Distribution  State  of  the  Force  by  Divisions  on 

30th  November,  1890. 


I 

>■ 

s 

Stations. 

1 

1^ 

1 

•i 

S 

0 
B 

1 
I 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

ao 

i 

1 

> 

i 

i 

1 

1 

£ 

£ 

^ 

H 

A". 

Maple  Creek 

4 

1 
2 

6 
2 

40 
12 

1 
2 
5 

1 
1 

18 
5 

23 
6 
7 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 

? 

1 
1 
2 

1 

44 
4 

101 
9 
4 
3 
1 
3 
5 
1 
2 
2 

51 
9 
6 
2 
1 
.... 

65 
4 
2 
3 

54 
17 
2 
3 
6 
1 
1 

26 

8 

30 

I 

4 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 

61 
5 

136 
11 
6 
4 
2 
4 
6 
2 
3 
3 

70 
11 

7 
3 

1 
1 
1 

70 
5 
2 
4 

59 

'I 

5 
6 

1 
1 

33 

8 
34 
9 
9 
6 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

64 
6 

136 
12 
8 
4 
2 
3 
7 
2 
3 
3 

76 

8 
8 
4 

1 
1 
1 

56 
6 
1 
4 

2 

61 

Medicine  Hat 

11 

Swift  Current 

1 

3 

Ball's  Head 

1 

1 
1 



5 

Battle  Creek 

6 

Dunmore 

1 

Josephsburg : 

1 

•*B" 

Regina 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 
1 
3 

'  "i 

.... 

3a 

Wood  Mountain 

8 

Manitoba 

1 
1 

34 

Mooeomin 

1 
1 

1 

9 

Alameda  . . . 

9 

Saltcoats 

6 

Broadview 

3 

Moose  Jaw 

2 

Wolseley 

2 

Fort  Qu'^Appelle 

3 

Qu' Appelle 

a 

Willow  Bunch 

2 

Touchwood 

?, 

Wapella 

1 

Yorkton 

1 

Whitewood 

■ 

?, 

Cannin&[ton 

5 

9, 

Indian  Head 

1 

"C". 

Battleford 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

6 

4 

64 

Onion  Tjake 

6 

H". 

Fort  Macleod 

2 

6 
1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

10 

12 

148 

Pincher  Creek 

^?, 

Stand-Off 

1 

8 

Kootenay 

1 
1 
1 

"i 

5 

1 
"l 

... 

5 

Leavings 

?, 

Kipp 

3 

St.  Mary's. 

1 
1 

8 

Lee's  Creek 

?, 

Big  Bend 

3 

Pormipi'iift   HillM.    .  .    .  , 

1 

4 

1 
1 

1 

4 

•*E". 

Calgary 

1 

1 

?,   1 

.... 

6 

76 

Banff 

1 

8 
8 

Gleichen 

Pekisco 

4 

Industrial  School 

1 

Morley 

1 

1 

Willows 

1 

it  Y  " 

Prince  Albert 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

5 

55 

Batoche 

6 

Duck  Lake 

1 

Saskatoon 

.... 

1 

4 
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Appendix  O.-T-North-West  Mounted  Police — ^Distribution  State  of  the  Force  by 
Divisions  on  the  30th  November,  1890. — Concluded. 


-5: 

Stations. 

'a 

1 
1 

B 

.1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

M 

Si 

?i 
> 

1 

1 

1 
eg 

j 

1 

1 

» 

J'  i 
l;l 

1 

^*Z".. 

Saskatchewan 

i 

4 

4 

3 

1 

42 
4 
5 

1 

60 
4 
5 
5 
4 
4 
3 

110 

6 
6 
2 

74 

5 
6 
5 
4 

1 

152 

43 

8 
7 
2 

•n 

Edmonton 

... 

^ 

Red  Deer  

i 

.... 
3 

7 

2 

10 

St.  Albert 

^*K". 

Lothbridge 

1 

9. 

6 

1 

68, 

7' 

10 

9 

31 

1 

8 

Depot 

St.  Mary^s 

1 

Milk  River  Ridge 

j 

1 

Writing-on-Stone. 

1 

Little  Bow 

.  J . . 

Pendent  d'Oreille 

1 

Ooutt's  City 

..!..  .. 

Regina 

1 
1 

1 

2 

n 

1 
18   1 

132   5 

1 
•2 

9 
6S 

8 
54 

11 
72 

721       2 

1 

.   ..     74 

Actual  Totals 

702 

934 

854      ^f^ 

2   :W1 
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APPENDIX  P. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  SENIOR  SURGEON  JUKES,  PRINCIPAL 
MEDICAL  OFFICER,  1890. 

Regina,  N.W.T.,  10th  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  place  in  your  hands  to-day  my  ninth  annual  report  as 
Senior  Surgeon  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police,  namely,  for  the  year  ended  30th 
November,  1890 ;  accompanied  by  the  reports  of  the  Assistant  Surgeons  at  the 
various  outposts  throughout  the  North-West  Territories  for  the  same  period. 

Having  suffered  from  a  severe  bronchial  and  throat  affection  during  the  epidemic 
of  influenza  in  the  spring  of  1890,  which,  perhaps,  owing  to  my  advanced  years,  left 
me  greatly  reduced  m  health,  and  incapable  (at  least  for  the  time  being)  of  continu- 
ing the  duties  expected  of  me,  I  was  compellea  to  solicit  three  months'  absence  on  sick 
leave  from  the  27th  of  May,  which  was  kindly  granted  me.  I  returned  to  my  duties 
at  headquarters  on  22nd  August. 

Although  an  unusually  large  list  of  casualties  will  have  to  be  recorded  as  occur- 
ring in  the  Force  during  the  year  now  closing,  the  general  health  of  the  men  has  been 
on  the  whole  good,  few  cases  of  serious  disease  having  been  recorded— except  at  Calgary, 
where  a  rather  severe  outbreak  of  endemic  malarial  fever  for  a  time  prevailed, 
special  reference  to  which  will  be  made  hereafter  in  this  report.  The  deaths  from 
accidents,  as  will  be  seen  at  Schedule  "B,"  hereto  appended,  have  been  three 
in  number.  A  fourth  died  in  Ontario  when  absent  on  "  sick  leave,"  from 
phthisis,  probably  hereditary  though  perhaps  undeveloped  when  he  was  admitted. 
(He  was  re-examined  during  my  absence  from  headquarters  by  the  then  Assistant 
Surgeon,  Baldwin)  ;  and  a  fifth,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Force,  who  came  up 
at  its  first  organization,  of  some  cerebral  disease,  produced,  in  Dr.  Park's  opinion,  by 
too  great  indulgence  in  alcoholic  stimulants,  which  are  always  obtainable  eveiy where 
throughout  these  Territories,  though  of  a  dangerously  inferior  quality,  by  those  in 
whom  an  unnatural  craving  has  bsen  established  by  long  habit  and  the  absence  of 
self-restraint.  Ot  the  remaining  three,  two  died  of  malarial  fever— K)ne  at  Pincher 
Creek;  the  other  at  Calgary,  where  a  rather  severe  endemic  temporarily  prevailed. 

I  heartily  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Aylen,  so  frequently  insisted 
on  by  me  during  the  last  nine  years,  that  except  on  very  rare  and  extraordinary 
occasions,  no  civilians  should  be  admitted  for  treatment  into  the  hospitals  specially 
provided  for  this  Force.  The  principal  Posts  are  all  situated  in  the  immediate  vici- 
nity of  the  larger  and  wealthier  towns,  where  competent  physicians  are  always  to 
be  found,  who,  to  the  credit  of  their  profession,  never  refuse  aid  to  the  destitute  or 
impoverished,  where  their  services  are  required ;  and  the  municipalities  should  cer- 
tainly provide  accommodation  for  their  own  indigent  sick,  and  supply  necessary 
provision  for  their  proper  care  and  attendance.  On  the  26th  of  August  I  left  Eegina 
under  instructions  from  the  Commissioner,  on  a  tour  of  inspection  to  the  western 
Posts,  arriving  at  Maple  Creek  late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  upon  which 
and  the  followmg  days,  and  more  especially  on  ray  return  from  the  western  Posts, 
on  the  8th  and  9th  of  September,  I  made  a  thorough  medical  inspection,  both  of 
this  Post  and  the  hospital,  the  present  headquarters  of  "  A  "  Division. 

At  that  time  nothing  whatever  had  yet  bebn  done  towards  rebuilding  and 
improving  the  condition  of  the  old  building,  too  long  our  only  resource  in  cases  of 
disease  or  injury  occurring  at  the  Post  (Maple  Creek) ,  the  inadequate  condition  of  which 
has  been  so  frequently  and  forcibly  denounced  by  me ;  and  on  my  return  to  Elegina, 
22nd  September,  I  again  urged,  in  my  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  that  date,  the 
necessity  of  some  steps  being  taken  promptly  to  provide  necessary  accommodation  and 
comfort  at  this  Post  for  cases  of  sickness  and  injury.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  measures 
were  subsequently  taken  to  remedy  the  deficiency,  by  erecting  a  new  hospital  buil- 
ding, and  that  a  portion,  at  least,  will  probably  be  available  for  use  duiing  the  coming 
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winter.  This  hospital,  when  completed,  will  add  materially  to  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  sick  and  both  to  the  appearance  and  efficiency  of  the  Post.  At  the 
time  of  my  visit  of  inspection  the  greater  part  of  "  A  "  Division  was  absent,  being 
engaged  in  patrolling  the  tenitoiy  lying  oetween  Cypress  Hills,  generally,  and 
the  international  boundary  line ;  but  I  was  given  to  understand  by  the  officer  com- 
manding and  the  Assistant  Surgeon  that  the  health  of  the  division  was  excellent. 

The  supply  of  drugs,  instruments  and  medical  appliances  were  amply  sufficient 
for  all  present  requirements,  any  deficiences  in  this  respect  being  promptly  supplied 
on  requisition  fi-om  headquarters.  I  was  glad  to  find  on  my  arrival  at  this  JPost 
that  a  small  but  well  built  and  very  confortable  log  building  within  the  barrack 
square  was  in  course  of  completion  as  quartera  for  the  Assistant  Surgeon.  The  sup- 
ply of  good  diinking  water  at  this  Post  is  not  as  pei*fect  as  is  desirable,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  remedy  the  deficiency. 

Proceeding  westward  I  arrived  at  Lethbridge  early  on  the  29th  of  August,  and 
on  that  day  and  the  following  made  a  thorough  medical  inspection  of  the  Post,  and 
more  particularly  of  the  new  hospital,  erected  since  my  last  visit,  including  the 
stock  of  drugs  and  medical  appliances.  The  health  of  the  men  in  barracks  and  the 
condition  of  the  Post  generally  were  excellent;  a  large  proportion  of  "  K  '*  Division 
were  at  that  time  on  duty  along  the  frontier.  The  new  hospital,  now  for  the  first 
time  inspected  by  me,  is  situated  at  the  north-east  comer  of  the  barrack  square,  and 
is  capable  of  containing  eight  patients  comfortably,  and  for  this  purpose  eight 
hospital  cots,  with  hair  mattresses,  have  long  since  been  provided,  though  more  than 
five  are  rarely  required.  I  found  the  general  condition  of  the  building  excellent; 
the  situation  of  the  entire  Post,  as  pointed  out  by  me,  long  before  it  was  erected, 
being  one  of  the  most  commanding  and  salubrious  in  the  Territories ;  the  hospital 
steward,  Sergt.  Cleveland,  performii^  his  duties  satisfactorily.  The  stock  of  drugs, 
though  moderate,  is  sufficient  for  allordinary  purposes,  and  can  be  readily  supme- 
mentod  from  time  to  time,  when  requisitioned  for.  The  Acting  Medical  Officer,  Dr. 
Mewbui*n,  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  efficient  surgeons  in  the  Territories.  There 
were  no  surgical  instruments  worth  mentioning  at  this  Post,  Dr.  Mewbui*n  having 
hitherto  provided  his  own  instruments;  but  since  my  return  a  competent  and  well- 
appointea  surgeon's  pocket  case  has  been  provided  from  headquarters,  as  it  might 
be  required  in  cases  of  accident  occurring  ourinff  the  absence  of  the  Acting  Assistant  i 

Surgeon,  when  the  Hospital  Sergeant  would  Be  enabled  to  act  promptly,  though  I 

temporarily.  I 

Messrs.  Higginbotham  &  Co.,  druggists  at  Lethbridge,  were    seen   by  me  | 

respecting  the  local  supply  of  drugs,  and  a  general  tender  was  asked  for,  stating  the  I 

advance  on  Montreal  wnolesale  prices  current  at  which  they  would  undertake  to  I 

furnish  requisite  medical  supplies  for  the  Post  at  Lethbridge  when  called  upon ;  ' 

their  reply  to  which,  given  subsequently,  in  answer  to  a  circular  letter  forwarded  to  \ 

them  on  12th  September,  1890,  with  a  copy  of  the  circular  refei7*ed  to,  will  be  trans-  : 

mitted  with  this  report.   My  impression  is,  that.it  would  be  found  more  satisfactory  i 

and  economical,  during  the  winter  months,  to  obtain  drugs  at  the  various  outposts  S 

in  such  quantities  only  as  may  be  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  maintain  efficiency,  ' 

on  the  terms  specified,  than  to  provide  them,  as  heretofore,  by  large  consignments 
in  the  autumn ;  but  all  such  requisitions,  with  the  prices  attached,  should,  if  this 
suggestion  is  adopted,  be  forwarded  first  to  headquartera  for  examination  and 
approval,  and  transmitted  thence  through  the  Commissioner  to  the  local  druggists,  to 
be  supplied  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  their  several  tenders ;  copies  of  the 
originals  of  which,  if  the  terms  are  accepted,  should  be  returned  to  the  Senior 
Surgeon  without  delay,  who  should  also  be  hereafter  provided  regularly  with  copies 
of  the  Montreal  prices  current,  as  thoy  are  issued. 

On  September  1st  and  2nd  I  visited  and  inspected  the  Post  and  hospital  at  Fort 
Macleod,  where  I  found  an  ample  and  well  assorted  supply  of  drugs  &c. — at  that  time 
demanding  no  additions.  Nothing  was  then  asked  for  in  the  shape  of  medical  supplies ; 
and,  judging  from  the  variety  and  excellence  of  the  stock,  few  if  any  additions  should 
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be  required  for  some  months  to  come,  or  until  both  "  D  "  and  "  H  "  Divisions  unite 
there  for  the  winter.  A  few  articles  may  have  to  be  replenished,  the  general  stock, 
however,  is  an  excellent  one. 

There  are  two  retail  druff  stores  at  Macleod,  those,  namely,  of  Mr.  A.  W. 
Bloasdell  and  Mr.  R.  B.Barnes,  both  of  which  do  only  retail  business.  I  forwarded  to 
each  of  these,  on  my  return  to  Begina,  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  referred  to,  and 
submit  herewith  the  tenders  of  these  gentleman,  foi-warded  in  reply  thereto. 

On  the  4th  of  September  I  reported  to  Superintendent  McIUree,  Commanding 
at  Calgary,  and  subsequently  inspected  the  new,  very  comfortable  and  commodious 
hospital  of "  E  "  Division,  which  was  still  unfinished  on  the  occasion  of  my  last 
visit  of  inspection  to  Calgary,  in  June,  1889.  I  found  that  Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen 
was  absent  on  a  short  leave,  no  notice  of  my  intended  inspection  of  this  time  having 
been  forwarded  to  Calgary.  I  visited  and  thoroughly  inspected  both  the  Post  and  the 
new  hospital,  in  the  latter  of  which  I  found  Staff  Serjeant  Wallace  in  charge,  who 
informed  me  that  he  was  compelled  at  stated  interviJs  to  perform  the  duties  of  an 
ordinary  staff  sergent  on  guard,  &c.  This,  I  have  always  contended,  should  not  be 
insisted  on  ;  the  special  duties  of  Hospital  Staff  Sergeant  in  every  division,  and  the 
care  of  the  hospital,  sick  and  medical  supplies,  being  quite  sufficient,  if  pi-operly 
performed,  to  occupy  the  entire  attention  of  one  man.  The  health  of  the  men  of 
"  E  "  Division  was  good,  with  the  exception  only  of  preventable  diseases,  which,  I 
ascertained,  prevailed  extensively  at  this  time,  both  in  the  town  and  Post  at 
Calgary,  thought  not  generally  of  the  most  senous  chaiacter — the  full  extent  of 
which  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  correctly,  many  of  the  men,  in  such  cases,  pre- 
ferring to  apply  to  local  practitionei-s  or  druggists  lor  treatment  at  their  own  cost, 
than  to  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  when  their  names  would  appeal*  on  the  daily  sick 
report,  and  the  mischievous  provisions  of  Greneral  Oixier  384  of  1882,  against  which 
I  have  already  vainly  protested  would  be  enforced.  The  performance  of  mounted 
duty,  under  such  conditions,  being  attended  with  unusual  risk,  and  no  record 
remaining  in  after  years  to  indicate  the  true  cause  to  which  subsequent  disquali- 
fication for  service  and  consequent  claim  for  compensation  was  strictly  due.  Such 
a  case,  in  my  opinion,  was  that  of  Begl.  No.  1697,  which  can  be  accounted  for  on  no 
other  reasonable  hypothesis.  The  condition  and  the  supply  of  drugs  and  instruments 
at  this  hospital  was  good,  and  all  which  at  that  time  appeared  necessary. 

I  learnt,  during  my  visit,  that  much  diarrhoea  at  that  time  prevailed  among 
infants  and  children  in  the  town  of  Calgary,  party,  in  my  opinion,  of  malarious 
origin,  very  young  subjects  being  more  readily  obnoxious  to  the  malign  influences 
in  which  such  affections  originate  than  adults,  The  want  of  a  proper  system  of 
drainage  and  the  carelessness  observed  in  the  disposal  of  oflfal  andslopsof  every  kind, 
being  to  a  great  extent  responsible  for  the  conditions  referred  to,  which  conditons 
have  probably  tended  matenallyat  a  subsequent  period  to  intensify  the  character  of 
the  endemic  malanal  fever  which  has  since  so  generally  prevailed,  not  only  in  the 
town  of  Calgary,  but  throughout  the  surrounding  country.  The  condition  of  the 
Post  as  to  cleanliness  was  as  good  as  possible,  but  its  site  and  position,  immediately 
,  upon  the  slightly  elevated,  south  bank  of  the  Bow  Eiver,  which  here  runs  in  a 
generally  east  and  west  direction,  and  the  lai'ge  areas  of  low  marshy  ground  ordinarily 
covered  with  water,  but  now,  for  some  months  more  or  less  uncovered  and  laid  bare, 
not  only  immediately  to  the  north  and  west  of  the  Post,  but  for  many  miles  to  the 
westward  along  the  valleys  of  the  Bow  and  Elbow  Eivers,  (which  here  unite,) 
where  these  conditions  so  extensively  prevail,  owing  to  the  unusually  low  level  of 
their  waters  at  the  present  time,  and  the  consequent  laying  bare  of  much,  not  only 
of  the  river  beds,  but  of  low  marshy  flats,  ordinarily  covered  with  water  ;  the 
emanations  from  which,  wafted  down  along  the  river  valleys  to  their  confluence  at 
Calgary,  by  the  prevailing  westerly  winds,  are  mainly  responsible  for  the  recent 
outbreak  of  malarial  fever  there.  It  is  probable  also  that  the  disturbance  of  the 
ground  within  and  near  the  town-site  of  Calgary  (immediately  west  of  the  Post) 
involved  in  the  grading  of  8treets,the  digging  of  collai*s,  and  for  purposes  of  cultivation, 
has  contributed  matenally  to  swell  the  sources  from  which  malaria,  to  the  presence 
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of  which  alone  the  fever  lately  prevailing  at  Calgary  is  strictly  due,  has,  daring  the 
autumn  months,  been  eliminated.  Mv  former  numerous  reports  upon  this  "  Fever '^ 
and  the  causes  to  which  its  continually  shifting  centres  of  activity  are  to  be  attri- 
buted might  well  discourage  me  from  again  entering  publicly  upon  this  subject ; 
but  the  time  must  come,  when,  present  professional  jealousies  having  died  out  with 
their  originators,  universal  assent  will  be  accorded  by  unprejudiced  and  enlightened 
men  to  the  views  respecting  the  nature  and  true  origin  of  this  endemic  fever,  which^ 
in  these  reports,  and  elsewhere  during  the  last  nine  years,  have  long  since  been 
recorded  by  me. 

While  at  this  Post  I  visited  Messi*s.  John  Field  and  Wendall  Maclean,  the 
druffgists  here,  respecting  the  future  supply  of  drugs  for  Calgary,  the  propoeitions 
made  by  whom  will  be  found  herewith.  Returning,  I  anived  at  Kegina  on  the 
morning  of  10th  September. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  11th  October  in  accordance  with  instructions  received,  I 
proceeded  northward,  vid  Saskatoon,  to  inspect  the  Posts  of  Battleford  and  Prince 
Albert.  On  the  13th  and  14th  of  October  1  thoroughly  inspected  both  the  Post  and 
hospital  at  Battleford,  and  during  my  visit  presided  at  a  board  of  medical  officers 
assembled  there,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into,  and  reporting  upon,  the 
disability  of  ex-Staff  Sergeant  G.  H.  Hai-pur  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police, 
who  had  applied  for  pension  or  other  substantial  compensation  for  permanent  injuries 
to  health  sustained  by  him  while  in  pei*formance  ot  his  duties  as  special  constable 
during  the  Rebellion  of  1885,  a  full  report  of  which  was  subsequently  handed  to  the 
Commissioner  at  Regina.  Great  improvements  and  additions  have  been  made  at 
Battleford  since  1886,  when  it  was  last  visited  by  me.  The  hospital  erected  since 
then,  but  now  first  inspected  by  me,  is  a  competent  and  convenient  building,  affording 
ample  accommodation  under  ordinary  circumstances  for  the  sick  of  the  division 
stationed  there.  I  found  the  health  of  the  men  excellent,  no  patients  being  in 
hospital,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Post,  except  in  one  particular,  to  which 
attention  was  directed  and  which  has  since  been  attended  to,  all  that  could  be 
desired  ;  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  Dr.  Par^,  perfoming  his  duties  in  a  highly  intelligent 
and  very  satisfactory  manner.  No  cases  of  malarial  fever  have,  up  to  the  present 
time,  been  reported  in  this  division. 

While  at  this  Post  I  visited  Inspector  Bradley,  in  company  with  Dr.  Par^.  I 
found  him  suffering  from  an  affection  of  the  heart,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of 
performing  any  duty  whatever.  I  was  only  able,  during  my  short  stay  at  Battlefoni 
to  visit  and  examine  him  on  this  single  occasion,  and  the  impression  left  upon  my  mind 
accorded  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  Dr.  Par^  in  his  report  recently  forwarded 
to  the  Commissioner,  viz.,  though  his  present  condition  might  be  aggravated  by 
derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  there  were  good  grounds  for  believing  that 
structural  disease  of  the  valves  also  existed,  which  sooner  or  later  would  render  him 
unfit  for  service. 

The  medical  supplies  required  for  winter  use  at  Battleford  have  long  since 
arrived  there.  A  very  competent  druggist,  Mr.  J.  B.  Mercer,  a  member  by 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  College  of  Ontario,  and  one  of  the  old  Staff 
Sergeants  formerly  brought  up  by  me  for  hospital  purposes,  but  whose  term  of 
service  long  since  expired,  is  now  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  the  town  of 
Battleford — a  tender  from  whom,  for  the  supply  of  drugs  for  that  Post,  was  asked  for 
by  me,  and  will  be  found  with  the  others  which  accompany  this  report. 

Leaving  Battleford  on  the  morning  of  16th  October  I  proceeded  by  way  of 
Saskatoon  to  Prince  Albert,  on  the  North  Saskatchewan,  where  I  arrived  late  on 
the  18th  of  October,  and  on  the  following  day  made  a  medical  inspection  of  that 
Post  and  of  "  F  "  Division.  The  situation  of  the  Barracks,  from  a  sanitary  point  of 
view,  is  a  good  one,  as  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  sickness  occurring  there 
has  almost  uniformly  shown ;  and  it  is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation  that  this 
has  been  the  case,  as  no  hospital  has  hitherto  been  provided,  the  only  accommoda- 
tion at  present  available  either  for  the  sick  or  for  the  medical  stores,  being  confined 
to  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  main  barrack  building,  an  arrangement  which,  though 
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at  present  inevitable  (no  hospital  proper  having  been  provided),  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  continue.  A  very  considerable  and  rapidly  increasing  population  already 
exists  at  Prince  Albert,  and  the  recent  completion  of  the  railway  connecting  it  with 
the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  at  Regina,  the  medium  through  which 
zymotic  diseases  most  readily  find  access  to  the  Territories,  will,  while  greatly 
facilitating  and  encouraging  communication  with  Prince  Albert  and  its  consequent 
growth  and  development,  add  largely  also  to  the  soarces  from  which  contagious 
diseases  here  are  most  frequently  disseminated.  If  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  erect 
the  hospital  within  the  barrack  enclosure  a  tolerable  site  might  be  found  at  its  south- 
east angle ;  but  a  more  suitable  one,  affording  greater  advantages,  could  be  selected 
outside  the  enclosure,  upon  a  rise  of  land  to  the  southward.  The  building  of  a 
small  hospital  at  this  Post,  capable  of  containing  not  less  than  ten  beds,  should  not 
be  deferred,  as  under  existing  conditions  an  outbreak  of  any  endemic  or  contagious 
epidemic  disease,  from  which  this  Post  has  hitherto  been  so  happily  exempted,  would 
be  attended  with  veiy  serious  consequences.  The  stock  of  drugs,  medicines  and 
surgical  in<»truments  here  is  good  and  sufficient  for  all  present  purposes  and  probable 
requirements.  Any  additional  supply  can  now,  when  necessary,  be  promptly  pro- 
vided from  headquarters  by  the  railway  communication  now  completed ;  but  the 
present  aiTangements,  both  as  regards  hospital  accommodation  and  the  care  of 
medical  stores,  are  wholly  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient.  A  proposition  froiji 
Messrs.  Neely  &  Co.,  druggists  at  Prince  Albert,  for  the  supply  of  medical  stores  for 
this  Post,  will  be  found,  with  othei-s,  transmitted  with  this  report ;  but  under  the 
new  facilities  afforded  these  can  probably  be  more  conveniently  and  economically 
supplied  direct  from  headquarters.  Eeturning  thence,  1  reached  Eegina  on  the  night 
of  20th  October,  after  an  absence  of  ten  days. 

Information  having  been  received  by  the  Commissioner,  on  the  22nd  of  October, 
of  an  outbreak  of  malarial  fever  at  Calgary,  I  left  Eegina  on  the  next  west  bound 
train,  early  on  23rd  October  for  that  Post,  which  I  reached  early  on  the  following 
morning.  Proceeding  to  the  hospital,  where  Assistant  Surgeon  Aylen  awaited  my 
arrival,  I  found  five  patients  in  vanous  stages  of  this  fever,  namely:  Constables 
Maguire,  Cai'scaden,  Morgan,  Tryhaffc  and  Bennet ;  Constable  Maclean  was  admitted 
subsequently,  25th  October ;  the  details  respecting  which  visit  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  you  in  my  report  of  20th  November,  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  refer 
you.  The  only  case  there  regarded  by  me  as  of  a  very  serious  and  probably  fatal 
character  was  that  of  Regl.  No.  2503,  Constable  Maguire,  who,  I  understood,  was 
first  taken  ill  a  week  or  ten  days  before  his  admission,  when  engaged  in  patrolling 
duty,  and  who,  on  my  arrival,  was  in  a  so-called  *' typhoid  condition,*'  attended 
with  great  exhaustion,  due  to  the  progressive  destruction  of  the  red  corpuscles  of  the 
blood  by  the  microbe  of  malaria,  mainly,  during  the  period  preceding  his  admis- 
sion to  the  hospital ;  the  result  of  which,  now  known  as  "  necrobiosis,"  or  death  of  the 
vital  principle  of  the  blood,  upon  which  this  microbe  preys,  and  the  late  period  of 
his  admission,  were  responsible  for  the  almost  hopeless  condition  in  which  I  found 
him.  The  remaining  cases  were  those  of  ordinary  malarial  fever,  as  seen  in  its  ear- 
lier stages,  and  these  being  subjected  at  once  to  intelligent  treatment,  with  other 
cases  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  disease,  which  subsequently  came  into  hospital, 
recovered  after  longer  or  shorter  periods,  the  7th,  14th  and  21st  days  from  (he 
invasion  of  the  disease,  being  those  on  which  an  intermission,  admitting  of  the  use 
of  quinine  in  large  doses  as  an  antiperiodic,  are  to  be  looked  for.  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Aylen  having  referred  to  these  cases  in  detail  in  his  report  of  19th  November, 
which  you  already  have,  I  need  advert  to  them  no  further.  I  returned  to  Regina  on 
the  28th  October,  after  an  absence  of  six  days.  The  patients  in  the  Calgary  hospital, 
with  the  exception  of  Constable  Maguire,  who  was  dying,  were  then  progressing 
favourably. 

Only  one  comparatively  mild  case,  that  of  Constable  Hackett,  has  occurred  at 

Eegina  during  the  year  1890,  and  I  attribute  the  unusual  immunity  we  have  enjoyed 

to  the  very  high  and  uniform  level  (so  often  insisted  by  me  in  the  past)  at  which 

the  creek  has  been  maintained,  owing  to  the  unusually  large  annual  rainfall  which 
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has  occurred  during  1890,  added  to  the  excellent  sanitary  condition  maintained  at 
the  headquarters  Post — a  large  number  of  cases  having  appeared  at  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Kegina. 

The  only  Post  unvisited  and  uninspected  by  me  during  the  past  year  has  been 
Fort  Saskatchewan.  The  journey  from  Calgaiy  is  a  long  and  tedious  one;  the 
season  of  the  year,  28th  October,  was  already  advanced,  and  ray  own  health  and 
strength  too  much  shaken  to  lead  me  to  undertake  this  additional  duty  at  $o 
advanced  and  uncertain  a  season,  and  when  the  health  of  the  division  was  known  to 
be  excellent. 

The  supplies  asked  for  at  all  other  Posts  for  winter  use  have  loni^  since  gone 
forward.  Those  for  Fort  Saskatchewan  will  be  forwai-ded  immediately,  and  should 
reach  that  Post  by  the  20th  instant,  probably  before. 

Should  any  further  medical  supplies  be  required  at  any  of  the  Posts  during  the 
coming  winter,  except  Maple  Creek,  I  recommend  that  such  as  are  absolutely 
necessary  be  purchased  of  local  druggists  at  the  rates  proposed  by  them,  wh«a 
reasonable ;  but  that  no  drugs  be  so  purchased  anywhere  until  the  requisition  has 
been  first  forwarded  to  headquarters  for  examination  and  approval,  when  they  can 
be  ordered  by  the. Commissioner.  And  if  this  suggestion  is  appi'oved,  the  original 
tenders  herewith  forwarded,  or  copies  thereof,  should  be  leturned  to  headquarters,  as 
the  basis  upon  which  such  purchases  are  made. 

The  duties  of  Staff  Sergt.  Graydon,  in  charge  of  the  drug  supply  at  headquartei-s, 
have  been  faithfully  and,  I  believe,  efficiently  performed  ;  though  a  rather  serious 
internal  injury  was  sustained  by  him  in  getting,  single  handed,  a  heavy  barrel  of  lime 
juice  down  the  cellar  stairway  some  weeks  ago,  from  which  he  has  not  yet  altogether 
recovered ;  and  I  desire  to  add  that  the  duties  of  this  highly  intelligent  and  compe- 
tent non-commissioned  officer  have,  throughout  the  year,  been  most  com  potently  and 
satisfactorily  performed. 

Seven  membei's  of  this  Force  have  been  invalided  during  the  year  which  has  just 
expired,  whose  names,  &c.,  will  be  found  in  Schedule  "  A,"  attached  to  this  report; 
five  of  whom  were  invalided  by  the  Senior  Surgeon,  and  two,  during  his  absence  on 
sick  leave,  by  the  Assistant  Surgeon  at  headquarters. 

The  number  of  fatalities,  as  shown  on  Schedule  "  B,"  attached,  has  been  greater 
than  usual,  araountinff  altogether  to  eight,  or  about  0'75  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  Force;  two  of  which  occurred  in  **  E"  Division  at  Calgary,  of  disease;  one  at 
Toronto,  when  on  sick  leave;  one  at  Prince  Albert,  bv  a  fall  from  his  horse;  one  at 
Pincher  Creek,  from  malarial  fever;  and  two  drowned,  by  the  foundering  of  a  yacht 
in  Lake  Winnipeg.  Since  this  was  written,  information  has  been  received  of  the 
death  of  Staff  Sergeant  Kirk,  at  Battleford,  as  shown  on  Schedule  "  B,"  attached  to 
this  report. 

Several  cases  of  insanity  have  been  treated  by  me  at  the  guard-i*oom,  Begina, 
doling  the  nine  months  of  the  year  now  closed  that  I  have  been  present  at  head- 
quarters, twelve  of  whom  were  ultimately  forwarded  to  the  asylum  at  Stony 
Mountain,  Manitoba. 

The  following  annual  reports  from  Assistant  Surgeons  at  the  various  outposts 
for  their  several  divisions  of  the  Force  are  herewith  forwarded,  together  with  the 
usual  accompanying  annual  requisitions  for  medical  supplies.  If  these  supplies  are 
hereafter  to  be  provided  for  altogether  at  headquarters  a  large  requisition  for  the 
drug  supply  can  be  forwarded  during  the  winter,  to  come  up  early  next  spring ;  or 
authority  may  be  given  to  purchase  locally,  if  this  can  be  done  upon  equally  favourable 
terms.  My  belief  is,  that  these  supplies  can  be  furnished  to  us  quite  as  cheaply, 
locally,  as  business  men  engaged  in  the  trade  can  purchase  from  wholesale  houses  on 
more  favourable  terms  than  the  Department. 

The  following  annual  medical  reports  from  Assistant  Surgeons  are  herewith 
forwarded  : — 


1. 

For 

*'A" 

Division, 

2. 

"B  " 

do 

3. 

De|)6t 

do 

Maple  Creek,   Asst.-Surgeon.  Haultain. 
Wood  Mountain,  Staff-Sergt.  Tulloch. 
Regina,  Asst.-Surgeon  Dodd. 
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5. 

«D"&"H" 

do 

6. 

"E" 

do 

7. 

<<F" 

do 

8. 

"G" 

do 

9. 

"K" 

do 

4.  For    "  C  "  Division   Battleford,  Asst.-Surgeon  Par^. 
Macleod,  Staff-Sergt.  Braithwaite. 
Calgary,  Asst.-Surgeon  Aylen. 
Prince  Albert,  Acting  Asst.-Surgeon  Bain. 
Saskatchewan,  Staff-Sergt.  Moncrioff, 
Lethbridge,  Acting  Asst.-Surgeon  Mewburn. 
The  drugs  asked  for  in  these  annual  requisitions  will  probably  be  more  con- 
veniently provided,  and  quite  as  cheaply,  from  headquarters.     The  instruments  and 
medical  appliances  (and  some  at  least  are  necessary)  can  be  obtained  more  favour- 
ably and  probably  of  a  better  quality  from  below,  and  these  ought  to  be  selected  by 
some  competent  person. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
The  Commissioner  X.  W.  M.  Police,  A.  JUKES, 

Eegina.  ^  Senior  Surgeon. 


SCHEDULE  "A." 
Eeturn  of  Men  Invalided  during  the  Year  ended  30th  November,  1890. 

c 

1 

Rank  and  Name.              Division      Date. 

i 

Number 

of  (Jeneral 

Order. 

Remarks. 

2298 

1805 

209^ 
2273 

2180 
2250 
2200 

! 

Constable  G.  Vogan "  B  " 

do        D.  VAg^r ♦•D'p6t" 

do        D.  F.  Macfarlane ...        do 
do        W.  R.  Pegg do 

do        R.  E.  Dick  "B" 

do        F.  VV.  White "IVi>dt" 

do         E.  A.  Jacques do 

•      1890. 
Mar.   19.. 

May     3.. 

do       3. . 
July     7.. 

do     26. 
Feb.    12.. 
Sept.  18.. 

4794 

4966 

2009 
5250 

5287 
4701 
5442 

Senior  Surgeon —Effect  of  old  injury 
before  enlistment  in  the  Force. 

Senior  Surgeon— Chronic  sciatica; 
sent  from  Macleod. 

Senior  Surgeon— Mental  incapacity. 

Dr.  Dodd — During  absence  of  Senior 
Surgeon  ;  chronic  syphilis. 

Dr.  Dodd— Varieocile. 

Senior  Surgeon — Varix  in  leg. 

By  special  authority. 

NcYTK. — All  men  are  sent  to  Regina  to  Ix*  in 

SCHJ 
Keturn  of  Men  who  have  Died  dii 

valided,  an 

d  are  transferred  to  "  pep6t  "  Division. 

GDULE 

iring  the 

Year  ended  30th  November,  1890. 

3 

£                   Rank  and  Name.              Division 

1 
Date. 

1 

1 

Number  i 
of  ( Jeneral                         Remarks. 
Order,     j 

1751 

Constable  L.  Ijeigh 

1889. 
"E"     Nov.   20.. 

1 
4492      Dron«v  i  Cabrarv. 

320 

487 

3022 

2162 
2439 

Staflf  Seigt.  J.  Breadon 

Sergeant  A.  E.  G.  Montgomery 
Constable  J.  M.  Vaughan 

Corporal  H.  O.  Mori)hy 

Con.  G.  q.  R.  S.  De  Beaujeu. . 

Con.  F.  St.  L.  Maguire 

Staff  Sergt.  M.  J.  Kirk 

"  F  " 

♦*H" 

"B" 
"B" 
-E" 
"C" 

1890. 
Jan.      1.. 
Aug.   10. 1 
Sept.     7. 

do      10..' 

do       8.. 

4736 
5401 
5585 

5659 

Phthisis ;  Toronto. 

Thrown  from  horse  ;  Prince  .\lbert. 

Typhoid  fever  i.  e.  malarial;  Pincher 

Creek. 
Drowned ;  Lake  \Vinnii)eg. 
do                   do 

2503 

28 

Oct.    26.. 
do     24  . 

5684 

* 

Typho-malarial  fever ;  Calgary. 
Battleford. 

♦No  report,  beyond  Dr.  Fare's  mention  of  it  in  annual  report. 


19— lOJ 


A.  JUKES,  Senior  Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX  a 


ANNUAL  ERPORT  OF  iiSSISTANT  SURGEON  AYLEN,  1890. 

Calgary,  5th  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  your'  information,  my  annual  report  for 
the  3^ear  ending  the  30th  of  November,  1890. 

In  reviewing  the  monthly  sick  reports  I  find  very  little  of  importance  occurred 
(luring  the  year,  the  majority  of  the  cases  being  simple  ailments,  such  as  cold,  bilious- 
ness, &c. 

The  general  health  of  the  men  of  this  district  has  been  good  throughout  the 
year. 

Regl.  No.  2191,  Constable  Stumbles,  was  admitted  to  hospital  on  the  6th  of 
March  suffering  from  catarral  pneumonia,  the  result  of  an  attack  of  influenza.  He, 
being  hereditarily  predisposed  to  phthsis,  caused  considerable  anxiety  as  to  its  result, 
as  1  was  afraid  of  it  ttu'ning  into  phthsis.  However,  1  am  happy  to  say  that  he  made 
a  good  recovery  after  ten  weeks  •  severe  illness.  He  has  not  appeared  on  the  sick 
report  since  he  was  returned  to  duty. 

It  was  my  painful  duty  to  record  the  death  of  Eegl.  No.  2503,  Constable 
Maguire,  who  died  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  October,  from  typho-malarial 
fever. 

As  I  have  only  a  few  days  ago  reported  fully  on  the  epidemic  of  typho-malarial 
fever  that  appeared  at  this  Post  on  the  28th  of  September,  and  also  on  the  death  of 
Constable  Maguire,  I  shall  not  repeat  my  views  again  in  this  report. 

I  inspected  the  barracks  and  outbuildings  once  or  twice  every  week  during  the 
past  year,  and  found  them  clean  and  in  good  condition.  The  barrack  rooms  are 
large  and  airv,  well  ventilated,  and  always  Kept  clean  and  neat. 

The  outbuildings  are  well  drained  and  ventilated.  A  new  latrine  is  required 
very  badly  at  this  Post;  the  old  one  is  totally  unfit  for  use. 

I  beg  to  recommend  that  three  or  four  of  Jenning's  pan  closets  be  placed 
alongside  the  present  wash-room,  so  that  the  sewer  now  completed  can  be  utilized 
for  the  removal  of  excreta  as  well  as  other  sewerage.  The  old  fashioned  latrines 
are  not  only  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable,  but  they  are  a  dangerous  and  filthy 
method  of  removing  excreta.  Now  that  we  have  waterworks  and  sewers  in  the 
barracks,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  have  proper  closets. 

I  beg  to  request  that  a  Jenning's  pan  closet  be  placed^in  the  hospital  and  officers* 
quarters.  Senior  Surgeon  Jukes  inspected  the  hospital  twice  during  the  past  year, 
and  expressed  himself  well  pleased  with  the  condition  of  the  hospital  and  equip- 
ments. His  last  visit  was  during  the  epidemic  of  typho-malarial  fever.  This  being 
my  first  opportunity  of  consulting  with  him.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying  that 
he  approved  of  my  treatment  and  diagnosis  of  this  much-talked-about  fever. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sincere  thank  to  Br.  Jukes  for  his  kind- 
ness in  ordering  Staff  Sergeant  McNamara  from  Medicine  Hat  to  my  assistance,  as 
I  was  short-handed,  and  had  to  sit  up  every  third  night  to  nurse  my  patients. 

Interpreter  Wm.  Gladstone  died  from  inflamatory  rheumatism,  complicated  with 
Endo-pericarditis  after  five  weeks  very  severe  illness.  From  the  11th  to  the  13th  of 
August  he  had  ten  epileptic  fits,  and  died  in  the  last  one.  He  was  a  great  favourite 
with  both  office  IS  and  men. 

The  hospital  is  very  comfortable,  and  quite  larce  enough  for  our  own  men,  but 
we  have  no  room  for  civilian  patients,  although  eight  civilians  were  treated  during 
the  past  year.  We  were  obliged  to  refuse  admittance  to  quite  a  number  of  fever 
putientF. 
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I  beg  to  recommend  that  in  future  no  civilian  patients  be  allowed  admission  to 
our  hospitals.  As  a  rule,  our  hospitals  are  not  any  too  large  for  our  own  use,  and 
the  meoioal  staff  is  veiy  small,  and  have  their  hands  full,  if  they  attend  to  their  work 
properly,  without  looking  after  civilian  patients. 

The  drugs,  instruments  and  appliances  are  in  good  condition,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  articles,  the  stock  on  hand  is  sufficient  for  the  year. 

Throughout  the  year  the  strictest  attention  was  paid  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Post  and  surroundings ;  weekly  reports  being  made  respecting  the  same,  and  I 
beg  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  promptness  with  which  any  suggestions  made 
were  acted  upon. 

The  kindness  and  attention  to  the  sick  displayed  by  Staff  Sergeants  Wallace 
and  McNamara  and  Constable  Braycott  my  assistants,  in  the  hospital,  is  deserving  of 
especial  commendation. 

I  enclose  you  an  appendix  of  the  diseases  treated  in  the  hospital  during  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  November,  1890 ;  also,  estimates  for  this  hospital  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  November,  1891. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  AYLE!^,  M.  D.  Assistant  Surgeon. 

The  Commissioner  M.  W.  M.  Police, 
Eegina. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Diseases  treated  in  the  Calgary  Hospital  during  the  Year  ended  30th  November,  1890. 


DiseaseH. 


No.  of    Average 
Cases.   ■     ■^• 


Remarks. 


ration. 


Constitutional  Diseases, 
Inflammatory  rheumatism 


do 


Muscular 

Measles 

Typho-nudarial  fever 


Local  Diseases— Nervous  Sptiem. 

Cephalalgia 

Neuralgia 

Odontalgia 

Lumbago 

Delerium  trvmens 


Respiratory  Systevi. 


InfluenKa  

Cough  and  cold 

Sore  throat 

Laryngitis 

Catarrhal  pneumonia... 
Bronchitis 


Digestive  System* 


H  -niorrhoids. 

Colic 

Constipation. 
BilicHisness  . . , 

Diarrh<ea . 

(iastritis 

Peritonitis  . . 


Cutaneous  Systan, 
Excorriation 


ffcnito-Uriiutry  Systeta. 


Stricture 

(Jonorrh<ea 

Orchitis 

Chancroids  

Renal  con^^tion . 
Epididymitis    . . . 


Surgery. 


Abscess 

Fracture  meta-carj).. 

Synonitis 

Cioncussion  of  brain 
Dislocated  shoulder. 

Frost  bites 

Minor  surgery 

Adenitis 


Special  Strvice, 
Opium  eater 


18 

1 

15 


21) 

16 

11 

1 

1 

1 


4 
3 
6 
11 
4 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
29 
1 


27^   2   civilians  recovered,  discharged ;  1  interpreter, 
I     Wm.  Gladstone,  died   13th  Aug.,   1890  ;  1  re- 
'    covered,  retumwi  to  duty. 
1^    Recoverea  ;  returned  to  duty. 
5    !        do  discharged. 

33     8  recovered,  returned  to  duty  ;  6  still  under  treat- 
(     ment  ;  1  died,  26th  Oct.,  a*t  1L35  p.m. 


1      Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

1     I        do  <io 

1     '        do  do 

U  I        do  do 

8     Civilians  ;  recovered  ;  discharged. 


IJ  Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 
1  do  do 

1  do  do 

2  do  do 
70             do                         do 

2  do  do 


1  Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

1^           do  do 

l"            do  do 

1             do  do 

1            do  do 

1            do  do 

13  Civilian  ;  recovered  ;  discharged. 


1      Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 


7  Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

9^  do  do 

12  do  do 

7  I        do  do 

2  do  do 

16  do  do 


7  Civilian  ;  recovered  ;  discharged. 

21  Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

7  Still  under  treatment. 

28  Civilian  ;  recovered  ;  discharged. 

17  Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

7  do  do 

2  do  do 

5  do  do 


66     Civilian  ;  female  prisoner  ;  improved. 


AYLEN,  M.D., 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX  R. 


AXXUAL  REPORT  OF  ASSISTANT  SURGEON  L.  A.  PAR^,  1890. 


Battleford,  9th  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  tender  you  the  annual  sick  report  of  the  division 
for  the  year  ending  30th  November,  1890. 

It  ha8  been  my  painful  duty  to  record  one  death  during  the  year,  that  of  Regl. 
No.  27,  Statf  Sergeant  Kirk,  who  died  from  some  cerebral  deterioration,  due  to 
alcoholism. 

I  had  to  recommend  Regl.  No.  2273,  Constable  Pegg,  to  be  invalided.  He  left 
here  for  headquarters  on  14th  June,  and  was  subsequently  discharged. 

I  had  also  to  recommend  that  sick  leave  be  granted  to  Inspector  Bradley,  who 
is  suffering  from  heart  disease,  according  to  my  opinion,  of  aortic  regurgitation  and 
enlargement  of  the  heart.  Inspector  Bradley  left  for  the  east  on  1st' November.  A 
series  of  very  distressing  and  alarming  anginores  attacks  determining  him  to  leave 
at  once,  before  his  family  was  ready  to  start,  made  it  a  necessity  forme  to  accompany 
him  some  distance  on  his  journey. 

I  have  reported  fully  on  these  three  cases,  each  of  which  presented  very  interest- 
ing diagnostic  and  pathological  points. 

About  the  usual  number  of  cases  have  been  treated  during  the  year ;  a  good  pro- 
portion of  them  were  due  to  the  epidemic  of  "  la  grippe  "  and  its  influences.  I  sent 
you  at  the  time  a  detailed  report,  giving  you  the  history  of  its  invasion  here,  its 
symptoms  and  the  treatment  I  had  adopted,  &c. 

A  single  glance  at  the  appended  alphabetical  annual  sick  report  will  show 
that  there  were  very  few  senous  cases  of  disease  in  the  division  this  year,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  tliere  were  no  cases  of  fever  in  the  Post,  a  single  serious  case  alone 
being  reported  from  town. 

The  latrines  and  other  places  which  required  disinfecting  were  thoroughly  and 
regularly  attended  to. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Post,  I  may  say,  is  veiy  good ;  the  much-needed 
wash-house,  recommended  in  last  year's  report,  has  been  built.  Men  not  being  allowed 
to  wash  any  more  in  the  barrack  rooms,  it  does  away  with  an  almost  constant  state 
of  dampness,  which  was  much  to  be  regretted,  in  view  of  health,  tidiness  and  general 
comfort. 

A  good  many  of  the  much  and  long-used  stables  and  outhouses  have  been,  pulled 
down,  which,  if  not  adding  much  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Post,  adds  consi- 
derably to  its  cheerfulnens  and  general  appearance,  which  is  something,  even  in  a 
sanitary  point  of  view.  Now,  if  the  windows  in  the  barrack  rooms  are  enlarged, 
according  to  my  suggestion  of  last  year,  as  1  am  given  to  understand  they  are  to  be, 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Post  would  be  excellent  indeed.  True,  the  latrine  sys- 
tem is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  the  dry  earth  disposal  would  be  much  safer,  but  by 
paying  strict  attention  to  disinfection,  &c.,  I  hope  no  evil  will  result. 

Our  supply  of  drugs  is  good ;  the  hospital  is  comfortable,  and  would  be  still  more 
so  were  a  few  invalid  chairs,  already  asked  for,  furnished. 

I  have  this  year  examined  forty  men  for  engagement  and  re-engagement.  Of 
this  number  more  than  half  were  taken  on,  a  few  found  unfit  and  a  few  changed 
their  mind  at  the  last  moment. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  must  say  I  am  happy  to  see  that  the  services  and 
merits  of  Staff  Sergeant  West  have  been  substantially  appreciated,  in  granting  him 
the  rank  and  pay  of  Staff  Sergeant.  Staff  Sergeant  West  continues  to  give  every 
satisfaction.  The  present  hospital  orderly,  Regl.  No.  2005,  Constable  Harrison, 
is  without  exception  the  best  I  ever  had  under  my  charge;  he  is  quiet,  steady, 
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punctual  and  very  attentive  to  his  duties,  and  to  all  these  qualities  I  must  add 
another,  which,  in  his  present  capacity,  is  of  most  importance — he  is  a  very  good  cooL 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Youf  obedient  servant, 
The  Commissioner  N.W.M.  Police,  L.  A.  PAR^, 

Regina.  Assistant  Surgeon. 

NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Yearly  Sick  Repoit  for  "  C  "  Division,  1890. 


Disease. 


Adenitis    . . 

Apoplexy  and  alcohol inm . 


Number 

of 

Cases. 


Abscess 

Boils    

Bruises    

Bronchitis 

Chancre  and  bubo  and  secondary 

symptoms 

Cephalalgia 

Colds 

Cuts..   .     

Constipation  

Colic 

Conjunctivitis 

Diarrh(«a  and  gastric  disturbance. 
Debility  and  cardiac  trouble 

do      

Eczema 

Feverish  cold 

Frost  bite 

Hydrocele 

Htjemorrhoid 

Inflamed  throat 

Influenza 

Inflammation  of  lungs 

Lumbago 

Myalgia .  .   

Neuralg^ia 

Orchitis 

Otal^a 

Psoriasis 

Pleurisy 

Rheumatism 

Sprains 

Strains 

Scald 

Toothache 

Tonsillitis 

Urethritis 

Ulcer  of  nose  (phagedenic) 

Whitlow 


1 

4 

13 

I 

1 
3 

40 
4 

10 
3 
2 

65 
1 
2 
2 
8 
1 
1 
2 
5 

38 
1 

10 
2 
9 
1 
4 
1 
1 
5 

Ifi 
.5 
1 

10 
2 
5 
1 
1 


Number 

of 

Days. 


11 

8 


3 
27 
26 

3 

185 

5 
48 
25 
10 

5 

4 
92 
33 
26 
11 
28 

3 
62 

8 

160 
36 
26 

4 
15 
35     I 

6 
21 


Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


3 

6^ 


185* 

n 

1 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


n 

2 


13 


4 

n 

36 

2i 
2 

35 

14 

21 


35 

35 

16 

^ 

38 

2^ 

10 

2 

10 

10 

10 

1 

6 

3 

16 

3* 

47 

47 

4 

4 

Returned  to  duty. 

This  patient,  alter  heavy  drinking,  had  in 
July  an  apopletic  flt.  In  his  fall  ne  stntek 
a  Dottle,  cutting  himself  severely  and 
bleeding  profusely;  recovered  promptly; 
some  paralytic  symptoms  alone  remained 
noticeable,  especially  in  deglutition,  8pe«di, 
\H8ion  and  functions  of  the  brain  generally. 
They  were  gradually  wearing  away,  when 
one  morning  in  October,  after  a  protracted 
spree,  be  came  to  the  hospital  sick  and  in  a 
few  davs  died. 

Returned  to  duty, 
do 
do 
do 

Invalided. 
Returned  to  duty. 

j  do 

I  ^^ 

Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 
On  sick  leave ;  special  report  on  case. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 
Operated  on  and  returned  to  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do  special  report, 

do 
I  do 

do 
I  do 

Operated  on  for  hydrocele ;  under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Five  extracted. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do  . 


L.  A.  PAR^, 

Assistant  Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX  S. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  ASSISTANT^URGEON  H.  J>ODD,  1890. 

Regina,  N.W.T.,  Ist  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  sabuiit  to  you  my  fourth  annual  report,  covering  the 
perfod  between  the  2nd  December,  1889,  and  the  present  date. 

The  health  of  the  men  under  my  charge,  it  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  report,  has 
been  even  better  than  during  the  previous  year,  no  senous  cases  of  either  accident 
or  illness  having  occurred,  and  the  attendances  at  sick  parade  have  been  uniformly 
light  during  the  whole  year,  which  I  account  for  chiefly  by  the  fact  of  the  recruits 
•during  the  past  few  years  being  of  an  exceptionally  fine  and  robust  physique. 

1  would  respectfully  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  regret  expressed  by  me 
in  my  last  report  as  to  the  extreme  advisability  of  preserving  the  rain  water  from 
the  hospital  roof,  which,  for  hospital  purposes,  would  be  so  valuable. 

The  economy  of  the  hospital  will,  1  am  glad  to  say,  favourably  compare  with 
that  of  any  previous  year,  and  the  present  staff  under  me  have  greatly  conduced  to 
the  present  satisfactory  state  in  this  respect,  and  have  proved  themselves  anxious, 
willing,  and  able  to  carry  out  their  official  duties,  which  they  have  done  in  a 
manner  most  creditable  to  themselves. 

The  guard-room,  which,  in  the  coui-se  of  my  duties,  I  visit  daily,  I  have 
invaiiably  found  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition,  both  in  its  sanitary  arrangements 
and  its  cleanliness.  The  treatment  of  prisoners  in  every  way  is,  as  in  the  past  two 
years,  so  good  that  nothing  is  left  to  be  desired. 

The  only  accidents  of  any  moment  during  the  year  were  th^  case  of  Regl.  No. 
2385,  Corporal  Spencer,  who,  on  the  6th  August,  was  thrown  from  a  spring 
waggon,  causing  fracture  of  the  acromion  process  and  dislocation  of  the  clavicle. 
He  was  returned  to  duty  on  the  13th  October  perfectly  well.  Another  case  of 
Corporal  Parrott,  from  the  fall  of  a  horse  on  to  him,  on  the  *Jth  October,  injuring 
his  ribs.  He  was  returned  to  duty  on  the  11th  October,  well.  On  the  26th 
December,  1889,  two  or  three  men  were  attacked  by  feverish  colds,  and  the  number 
from  the  same  cause  daily  increased  until  February,  1890.  There  was  not  a  single 
serious  case,  all  being  relieved  by  a  free  dose  of  calomel,  followed  by  febrifuge.  The 
Senior  Surgeon's  case  was,  perhaps,  the  worst,  he  being  "off  duty"  from  the  13th 
January  until  the  1st  February.  AH  the  cases  that  came  under  my  notice  were 
simple  feverish  colds,  and  none  extending  over  ten  days.  Many  of  the  cases  during 
the  attacks  continued  at  full  duty. 

The  case  of  Eegl.  No.  1649,  Constable  Hastlett,  who  was  admitted  into  hos- 
pital on  17th  Januaiy,  1890,  was  sent  from  Moose  Jaw,  suffering  from  acute  bi-on- 
chitis.  On  21st  January  svmptoms  of  inflammatoiy  fever  set  in  and  continued 
until  7th  February,  from  which  date  he  gradually  recovered  to  convalescense  on 
27th  February ;  but  on  account  of  the  severe  weather  I  considered  it  prudent  to  keep 
him  in  hospital  until  26th  March,  when  he  was  returned  to  full  duty. 

Appended  to  this,  my  annual  report,  you  will  find  the  annual  sick  returns 
of  this  Post  for  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DODD, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 

The  Commissioner  N.W.M.  Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report  for  Depot  Division,  1890. 


Disease. 


MefiiMl, 


BilioiumesH 

Bronchitis 

Caphalalffia 

Colds  and  coughs 

Congestion  of  kidney. 

Conjunctivitis 

Colic. 

Constipation 

Debility 

Diarrhcea 

Dysentery 

Dy8{>ep8ia 

Effects  of  sun 

Enlarged  spleen 

Epistaxis 

Fevtr,  inflammatory  . 

do    simple 

Feverish  colds    

Htematuria 

Hcemoptysis 

Insanity 

Neuralgia. , 

Ophthalmia 

Rheumatism 

Scabies 

Sciatica 

Sore  throat'' 

Tonsillitis 

Syphilis 

Urticaria. 


Surgical. 


Absct^s 

Blistered  heel 

Boils 

Bruises 

Bums 

Chafe.. 

Concussi(m 

glesh  wounds 

Fracture  and  dislocation. 

Frost  bite 

(ionorrhcea . . 

Hemorrhoids, 

Inflamed  lips 

do      toe  

Ingrowinp  toe  nail 

Odontalgia. , . 

Orchitis    

Periostitis 

Sprains  and  strains 

Syphilis   

Varicocele 

Varicose  veins 

Whitlow 


1 

Number  Number 

Average 

of 

of 

Dura-                         Surgeon  8  Remarks. 

Cases. 

Days. 

tion. 

9 

9 

1 
1     Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

5 

85 

17            do                             do 

3 

3 

1            do                            do 

111) 

119 

1     1        do                             do 

1 

4 

4            do                             do 

4 

27 

6^           do                             do 

15 

15 

1            do                             do 

16 

18 

1*           do                             do 

1 

9 

9    ]        do                             do 

9 

50 

^          do                             do 

4 

8 

2            do                             do 

3 

5 

m          do                             do 

3 

3 

1 

do                             do 

1 

/ 

i 

do                             do 

1 

1 

1 

do                             do 

1 

73 

73 

do                             do 

1 

<; 

6 

do                             do 

116 

320 

2f           do                             do . 

1 

61 

61      Still  under  treatment. 

1 

4 

4      Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

2 

74 

37     Invalided. 

o 

5 

1     Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

1 

7 

7            do                             do 

6 

261 

434    1  under  treatment ;  5  recovered. 

1 

6 

6     Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

2 

162 

81      1  invalided  ;  1  recovered. 

33 
2 

49 
7 

IJ    Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 
3j           do                             do 

1 

4 

4     i        do                             do 

2 

2 

1     :        do                              do 

7 

59 

8a    Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

12 

27 

21           do                              do 

12 

64 

5A  1        do                             do 

63 

282 

4  !        do                             do 

2 

5 

2j  1        do                             do 

22 

46 

2jii         do                             do 

1 

6 

6    1        do                             do 

10 

27 

2t^l        do                             do 

1 

67 

67            do                             do 

r3 

11 

2\  !        do                             do 

9 

50 

55    1  under  treatment ;  8  returned  to  duty. 
34    Recovered  :  returned  to  duty. 

3 

10 

5 

10 

2 

do                             do 

2 

6 

3 

do                            do 

3 

22 

74 

do                            do 

18 

18 

1 

do                            do 

4 

69 

17i 

1  under  treatment ;  3  recovered. 

1 

6 

6 

Invalided. 

49 

221 

•H 

Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

5 

90 

m 

3  invalided  ;  2  returned  to  duty. 

2 

60 

30 

1        do          1              do 

2 

12 

6 

I        do          1             do 

2 

7 

34 

Recovered ;  returned  to  duty. 

HENEY  DODD, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX  T. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  ASSIST ANT-SURGEON  HAULTAIN,  1890. 

Maple  Creek,  3rd  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  honour  to  sabmlt  the  annual  sick  report  for  "  A  "  Division  for  the 
year  ending  30th  November,  1890. 

The  general  health  has  been  good,  except  during  the  period  of  so-called  influenza. 
The  etl'ects  of  this  widespread  epidemic  were  felt  at  this  Post  in  December,  1889,^ 
during  which  there  were  fourteen  cases,  marked  by  pyrexia  and  prostration,  lasting 
on  an  average  three  to  four  days,  and  many  others  of  the  natuie  of  laryngeal  and 
bronchial  colds.  The  months  fo. lowing  showed  various  affections,  apparently  depen- 
dent upon  the  same  influence — pneumonia,  neuralgias,  otitis,  &c.  There  was,  however^ 
no  mortality  fi-om  this  cause  in  the  district,  climatic  influences,  no  doubt,  giving 
immunity  from  the  grave  and  lowering  forms  of  the  epidemic,  as  seen  in  populous 
parts. 

The  few  serious  cases  of  accident  have  done  favourably,  and  do  not  call  for  further 
remark. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  continued  fever  in  the  Post  or  vicinity  this  year;  but 
as  this  has  not  been  the  case  in  other  districts,  I  would  again  beg  respectfully  to 
repeat  the  suggestion  as  to  periodical  inspection. 

Some  hospital  furniture  and  other  necessary  equipment  has  been  received  this 
full,  and  a  new  building  is  being, erected,  to  be  comple^,  I  believe,  next  year. 

The  detachment  at  Medicine  Hat  has  been  remarkably  exempt  from  accident 
and  illness.  Regl.  No.  2299,  Corporal  Bates,  still  acting  as  Hospital  Steward  at  this 
Post,  again  desei^ves  comment  for  attention  to  his  duty.  He  was  in  charge  of  the 
hospital  at  Medicine  Hat  for  the  two  months  during  which  I  was  on  leave,  and  has 
had  the  nursing  of  several  serious  cases. 

I  append  the  sick  reports  of  Maple  Creek  and  Medicine  Hat. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  HAULTAIN, 

Assistant-Surgeon. 

The  Commissioner  N.W.M.  Police, 
Regina. 
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North-west  mounted  police. 

Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  "  A  "  Division,  for  the  Year  ended  30th  November,  1890. 

MAPLE  CREEK. 


Diseases. 


Number 

of 
Cases. 


Surgical  CcLset. 

Abscess,  alveolar. .   

do       meibomian 

do       simple 

do       thecal — 

CJontiisions. 

Displaced  cartilage  of  knee. 

Excoriations 

Foreign  body  in  cornea  

Fracture  of  tibia 

Frost  bite 

Furuncles 

Haemorrhoids 

Scald 

/Sore  lip 

Sprains 

Strains 

Stricture 

Synovitis 

Syphilis,  secondary 

Teeth  extracted 

Toothache  

Ulcers , 

Urethritis 

Wounds 


Medical  Cases. 


Simple  and  bronchial  colds , 

do      sore  throat  

Tonsillitis .    

Epidemic  catarrh , 

Bdiousness  and  dyspepsia 

Cephalalgia 

Constipation 

•Colic,  piliarj' 

do    intestinal 

<?onjuncti  vitis 

Debility 

Dysuria 

Diarrhuea     

Epistaxis 

Headache,  simple 

Insomnia 

Laryngitis 

Lumbago 

Myalgia 

Neuralgia 

Otitis  media 

Pneumonia,  acute  lobar 

Pleurodynia • 

Pyrexia 

Rheumatism,  muscular 

Vertigo . . . 


Surgical  Cases. 


"Contusions 

Injury  of  finger.. 

Toothache 

Sprain 

Strain 

Wounds,  incised. 


Number 

of 

Days. 


3 
1 
2 
1 
9 
1 
5 
I 
1 
3 
8 
3 
1 
2 
5 
6 
1 
3 
4 
15 
10 
3 
3 
5 


41 
5 
4 

15 

12 
3 

11 
1 
0 
2 
2 
1 
9 
1 

13 
1 
4 
1 
7 
4 
3 


i 
1 
10 
26 
60 
21 
11 


Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


2i 

1 

5 
26 

68 
21 


Surgeon's  Remark^i. 


1 

1 

106 

106 

23 

8 

19 

2g 

.33 

11 

3 

3 

4 

2 

7 

1| 

17 

3 

39 

13 

::::::  ::::::::i 

10 

1 

40 

11 

'^ 

32 

6| 

65 

18 

9 

IJ 

8 

2 

48 

3} 

19 

4 

5 

n 

11 

I 

4 

4 

12 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

15 

li 

1 

1 

15 

1 

1 

1 

17 

4i 

1 

1 

9 

1 

11 

2i 

i 

2 

30 

30 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

24 

6 

39 

39 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

16 

16 

Returned  to  duty, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
.  do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Digitized  by 


Google 


157 


Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  "  A  "  Division,  &c. — Concluded, 
MEDICINE  HAT. 


Di8ea8e8. 


McdiciU  Cases. 

Simple  and  bronchial  colds 

Sore  throat 

Epidemic  catarrh . ; 

Biliousness, 

Con^stion  of  liver 

Conjunctivitis 

Constipation 

Diarrhoea 

Erysipelas  

Heemorrhoids 

Neuralgia 

Nervous  prostration 

Rheumatism 

Pyrexia 

Urethritis 


C.  S.  HAULTAIN, 

AmstanU  Surgeon, 
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APPENDIX  U. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  ACTING  ASSISTANT-SURGEON  BAIN,  1890. 

Prince  Albert,  let  December,  189D. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  sick  report  of  this  Post  for  1890. 

It  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  last  year.  The  avenge  number  on 
daily  sick  list  was  1*25;  last  year  it  was  4*37.  The  average  number offduty  was  -67; 
in  1889  it  was  1"33.  We  have  had  thirty-one  men  in  hospital;  average  time  in 
hospital,  three  days. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  we  suffered  from  the  general  epidemic  of 
influenza  that  was  passing  over  the  continent.  It  is  worth  noting  that  we  had  a 
similar  epidemic  of  influenza,  quite  as  severe,  in  April  and  May  of  1888.  During 
neither  outbreak  had  we  any  deaths,  nor  indeed  any  very  serious  cases. 

I  regret  this  year  to  have  to  report  the  first  death  that  has  occurred  in  the  Force 
<luring  the  twelve  years  it  has  been  established  at  Prince  Albert.  In  August  last 
Sergeant  Montgomery  was  thrown  from  his  horse  whilst  on  parade,  the  fall  causing 
severe  concussion  of  the  brain.  He  lingered  for  three  days  in  an  unconsious  state, 
when,  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts,  the  case  terminated  fatally.  He  was  a  general 
favourite  with  both  officers  and  men,  and  by  his  death  the  Force  has  lost  a  most 
efficient  non-commissioned  officer,  and  one  of  its  bravest  and  most  popular  members. 

During  the  outbreak  of  influenza  we  were  much  hampered  on  account  of  the 
want  of  a  proper  hospital.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  a  smallnospital  will  probably  be 
built  here  during  the  ensuing  year.  This  will  add  veiy  materially  to  the  welfare 
and  comfort  of  the  men  at  this  Post. 

Two  civilians  were  in  hospital  during  the  year,  suffering  from  typho-malarial 
fever,  but  we  had  no  cases  amongst  the  men. 

In  October  the  Post  was  visited  by  the  Senior  Surgeon,  who  inspected  the 
hospital,  &c.,  and  expressed  himself  satisfied. 

We  have  been  well  supplied  with  drugs,  medical  comforts,  &c.  I  believe  if  our 
drugs  were  purchased  from  the  local  druggists  as  required  quite  a  saving  of  expense 
would  be  effected.  Drugs  can  be  bought  here  quite  as  cheaply,  and  we  would  not 
then  require  to  keep  so  Targe  a  stock.  I  enclose  requisition  for  di-ugs  and  surgical 
instiuments  required  for  the  coming  year. 

There  have  been  no  men  recommended  to  be  invalided  from  the  Post  during  the 
year.     I  have  examined  24  men  for  re-engagement  and  admission  into  the  Force. 

I  would  endorse  the  recommendation  of  several  of  the  other  Surgeons,  that  a 
case-book,  with  temperature  charts,  &c.,  be  furnished  each  hospital.  At  present  no 
history  of  the  cases  passing  through  this  hospital  is  preserved,  and  thus  much 
valuable  information  is  lost. 

Hospital  Sergeant  Waller  and  Constable  Thompson,  Hospital  Orderly,  have  both 
been  very  faithful  in  the^discharge  of  their  duties  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  sen'ant, 

HUGH  M.  BAIX,  M.D., 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

The  Commissioner  N.W.M.  Police, 
Ee^ina. 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report  for  Year  1890. 


Di»ea*»e. 


Acne  ...     

Amblyopia 

Biliousness 

•Contusion 

Coughs  and  colds 

Cepnalalgia 

ConstifMition 

Conjunctivitis.    ...     . . . 

Concussion  of  brain .... 

Chancre 

Catarrh,  nasal 

Diarrhcea 

Deafness 

Debility  

Dislocation  (old) 

Epistaxis 

Enuresis 

Frostbite 

Eissure  in  ano 

Haemorrhoids 

Hemoptysis 

Influenza 

Indigestion 

Lumoago 

Muscular  strain 

Minor  injuries  to  foot. . , 
do  hand . . 

Neuralgia 

Odontalgia 

Pleurodynia.         

Pleuro- pneumonia  

Rheumatism,  muscular, 
do  sub-acute 


Number 

of 
Cases, 


Number 

of 

Days. 


I 

Average 
Dur- 
ation. , 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


3 

3 

1 

Medicines  and  duty. 

1 

12 

12 

Left  the  Force. 

30 

45 

n 

Medicines  and  duty. 

15    1 

75 

5 

Returned  to  duty. 

20 

180 

H 

do 

15 

20 

i| 

do 

1^     1 

14 

1 

Medicines  and  duty. 

7    ! 

14 

2 

do 

1 

3 

3 

Died  in  hospital. 

1 

2 

2 

Returned  to  duty. 

2 

2 

1 

Medicines  and  duty. 

54 

54 

1 

do 

1 

2 

2 

do 

1 

4 

4 

Returned  to  duty. 

1 

3 

3 

Mtkiicines  and  duty. 

1 

1 

1 

1               do 

1 

1 

1 

do 

^    1 

6 

1 

do 

I     1 

4 

4 

do 

3 

9 

3 

Returned  to  duty. 

1 

9 

9 

do 

64     1 

240 

3i 

j            do 

5     ' 

5 

1 

'Medicines  and  duty. 

2 

4 

2 

Returned  to  duty. 

17    1 

34 

2 

1           do 

2 

4 

2 

1           do 

3 

21 

7 

!            do 

12 

18 

n 

do 

6 

Tooth  extracted  in  each  case. 

3 

6 

2 

Returned  to  duty. 

1 

11 

11 

In  hospital. 

IG 

32 

2 

Returned  to  duty. 

2 

52 

26 

One  ca,«e  still  in  hospital. 
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APPENDIX  V. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  ACTING  ASSISTANT-SUEGEON  MEWBUEN,  1890. 

Lethbridoe,  13th  December,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  medical  report  of"  K  "  Division, 
North  West  Mounted  Police  for  the  year  ended  30th  November,  1890. 

During  the  vear  one  hundred  and  forty-four  cases  have  been  under  treatment, 
as  against  one  nundred  and  seventy  three  last  year;  the  average  duration  of 
treatment  has  been  nine  days  per  man. — The  epidemic  of  influenza  which  made  is 
appearance  amongst  the  men  last  January  was  fortunately  of  a  mild  type  and  no 
serious  results  foUowed. 

The  mortality  has  been  nil, — No  serious  accidents  have  occurred.  Fevers  have 
again  been  absent.  One  man  has  been  sent  to  Eegina  to  be  invalided. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  health  of  the  division  has  been 
excellent. 

During  the  year  eighteen  men  have  been  examined  and  passed.  Of  these 
fourteen  were  for  re-engagement.  In  February  last  the  present  hospital  was 
occupied ;  it  has  three  wards  with  accommodation  for  twelve  patients, 
(although  only  two  of  the  wai^ds  are  at  present  furnished),  besides  two  small 
rooms,  a  bath  room,  with  hot  and  cold  water ;  a  dispensarv  and  kitchen.  The 
bedding  and  bedsteads  are  new,  very  good  and  very  confortable,  and  the  building 
answers  its  purpose  very  well. 

This  year  the  dmg  supply  has  been  ample  and  satisfactory. — Local  purchase  has 
been  practised  to  a  limited  extent,  and  found  satisfactory.  I  would  recommend  its 
continuance. 

I  have  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MEWBUEN, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon, 

The  Commissioner  N.W.M.  Police, 
Eegina. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


161 


NOKTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Eeport,  Lethbridge,  for  the  Year  ending  30th  November,  1890. 


Disease. 


Medical  Casts. 


Bronchitis 

Cephftlalgia 

Colic 

Constipation 

Coryza. 

Debility 

Diarrhcea 

Influenza 

Lumbago  .   . .    . 
Myalgia.. 

Pneumonia. 

Rheumatism 

Sciatica    

Snow  blindness  . 

Sore  lijjs 

Synovitis 


Suryical  Cases, 


Abscess,  alveolar 

do      aural 

do      of  neck 

do       parotid 

Bite  from  horse 

Boils 

Bubo,  traumatic ^ 

do     and  cellulitis 

Cellulitis 

Concussion 

Conjunctivitis    

Contusion ; 

Erysipelas. 

Extr.  dentis 

Fissure  of  jaw 

Fracture  of  clavicle 

FroHt  bite  and  amputation  of  finger. . 

Scald  

Sprains 

Stricture  of  uretbera 

Tonsillitis 

Varix 

Wounds  and  minor  injuries 


' 

~^ 

Number 

Number 

Average 

of 

of 

Dura- 

Cases. 

Days. 

tion. 

8 
4 

8 
5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18 

27 

2^ 

6 

60 

10 

7 

17 

2? 

29 

116 

4 

2 
11 

18 
42 

%. 

1 

25 

25 

2 

80 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

2 

11 

5i 

1 

5 

6 

1 

129 

129 

1 

21 

21 

1 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

86 

28A 

3 

428 

142s 

1 

9 

9 

1 

7 

7 

1 

3 

3 

16 

80 

5 

1 

23 

23 

8 

1 

9 

9 

2 

44 

22 

1 

43 

43 

1 

7 

7 

4 

18 

4i 

1 

54 



1 

31 

31 

1 

46 

46 

12 

49 

^ 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Returned  to  duty, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
1  under  treatment ;  2  returned  to  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 
Sent  to  Reg^na  to  be  invalided. 
Returned  to  duty. 


F.  W.  MEWBURN, 

Acting  Assistant- Surgeon 


19—11 
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APPENDIX  W. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  HOSPITAL  STEWARD  TULLOCH,  1890. 

Wood  Mountain,  Ist  Docember,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  annual  sick  report  of"B" 
Division  for  the  year  ending  30th  November,  1890. 

Having  only  been  in  this  division  since  September  last,  I  am  unable,  from  my 
own  knowledge,  to  report  on  the  whole  past  year ;  but  judging  from  the  accom- 
panying return,  the  division  seems  to  have  been  extremely  healthy,  as  there  is  not 
one  really  serious  case  on  the  whole  list. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  here  are  well  carried  out,  and  the  water  supply  ia 
both  pure  and  plentiful. 

Altogether  a  great  improvement  in  every  respecU since  I  was  last  here  in  1887. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  TULLOCH, 

Staff  Sergeant^  Hospital  Steward, 

The  Commissioner  N.W.M.  Police, 
Regina. 


Annual  Sick  Report,  Wood  Mountain,  for  Year 

ending  30th  November,  1890. 

Disease. 

Number 

of 
Cases. 

Number 

of 

Days. 

Average 
Dura- 
tioil. 

Surgeon's  Remarks. 

3 

1 
1 
1 
5 
5 
2 
2 
6 

1 

3 
3 
3 

1 

15 
5 
10 
2 
6 
7 
6 
1 
5 
6 
2 
1 

1     Returned  to  duty. 

3    1               do 
3                   do 

rhs*"..'.'!:;:;;. :;;;■;;; 

1                    do 
3                   do 
1                   do 
5                   do 



B 

nds 

iuaculjur , 

1 
1 

7 

i" 

5 
6 
2 

1 

do 

do 

do 
Gone  to  Regina  ;  Under  treatment. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 
Extraction  of  tooth. 
Returned  to  duty. 

JOHN  L.  TULLOCH, 

Staff  Sergeant  J  Hospital  Steward, 
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APPENDIX    X. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OP  HOSPITAL  STEWARD  E.  A.  BRAITHWAITE, 

M.  D.  1890. 

Fort  Maolbod,  30th  November,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  the  annual  sick  report  for  "D"  and 
"  H  "  Divisions,  and  requisition  for  drugs  for  the  ensuing  year,  for  this  Post. 

Itook  ovei*  medical  charge  on  14th  October,  from  Assistant  Surgeon  Pi'aser,  on 
leavp.  I  therefore  know  nothing  about  any  of  the  cases  but  those  that  have  actually 
come  under  my  treatement  and  observation. 

Of  the  two  cases  showing  the  longest  duration  of  treatment.  Constable  Phillips, 
ununited  fracture  of  the  tibia  has  been  employed  at  his  trade  as  carpenter  for 
over  six  months,  although  kept  constantly  under  observation,  he  is  under  treatment 
by  Dr.  Kennedy.    The  other  case  shown  as  bubo  with  debility  is  convalescing. 

An  inspection  of  this  Post  is  made  weekly,  and  I  consider  the  sanitary  condition 
satisfactory. 

The  hospital  is  in  a  very  drafty  condition,  the  windows  are  being  tightened,  and 
this  I  hope  will  lessen  the  source  of  these  drafts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


E. 


A.  BRAITHWAITE,  M.D. 

Hospital  Sergeant. 


The  Officer  Commanding  N.  W.  M.  Police, 
Fort  Macleod. 


North-west  mounted  police— "G"  and  "H"  divisions. 

Annual  Sick  Report,  Fort  Macleod,  for  the  Year  ending  30th  November,  1890. 


Diseases. 


Abscess 

Acne 

Bubo  traumatic... . , 

do    s^mph 

do^    with  debility, 
Bruised  face. . . 

do      le^ , 

do      thigh 

do      hand 

do      finger 

do      hip 

Biliousness 

Bronchitis    

Ck>ld,  feverish 

Cut  wrist 

do  head 

do  knee 

do  finger 

Conjunctivitis 

Chancre 

Chafe    

Constipation 

Cracked  lips 

19—11} 


Number 

of 
Cases. 


1 
2 
2 
3 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

11 
2 

20 
2 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
4 
1 


Niunber 

of 

Days. 


4 
2 

86 

57 
236 
1 
9 
5 
6 
4 
2 

11 
9 

75 
5 

16 
7 
1 

18 
1 
1 
5 
2 


Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


4 

1 

43 

19 

236 

1 

9 

5 

5 

4 

2 

1 

4-5 

2-5 

2-5 
16 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1-25 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Returned  to  duty. 
Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 
In  hospital  (convalescing). 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Medicine  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 
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Annual  Sick  Eeport,  Foit  Macleod,  &c. — Continued. 


Diseases. 


Cephalalgia 

Diarrhcea 

Dislocated  finger 

Debility^ 

Fractuw^,  fibia  and  fibula 


Fracture  Mid  sprained  ankle 

do      rib 

do      tibia 

Frozen  finger  

do     face 

Furuncle 

Fever,  bilious 

do     remittent 

do     malarial 

do     typhoid 

Gonorrhcna 

Haemorrhoids 

Influenza  

Inflamed  cheek 

do       toe 


do  .    law 

do      hand 

Lumbago 

Neuralffia. 

Odontalgia 

Orchitis 

Ottorrh*ea 

Pleuritis 

Rheumatism 

Sprained  ankle 

Strained  backs 

do       fore-arm  . 

Sciatica. 

Synovitis 

Stricture 

Syphilis 

Tonsilitis 

Ulcerated  knee 

do       wrist 

Urethritis 

Varicose  veins,  leg. 
Wound,  jfun-shot. . . 

do      mcited..    . . 

do     lacerated 


Number 

Number 

of 

of 

Case«. 

Days. 

1 

3 

60 

75 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

549 

1 

75 

1 

8 

1 

U3 

3 

164 

1 

5 

5 

39 

1 

2 

2 

79 

I 

3 

2 

55 

6 

36 

2 

4 

34 

119 

1 

2 

2 

14 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

21 

18 

27 

1 

98 

3 

30 

2 

4 

10 

187 

3 

36 

5 

15 

2 

8 

1 

61 

2 

24 

3 

1 

14 

42 

27 

1 

28 

19 

2 

60 

3 

20 

3 

45 

Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


25 


3 
1 
1 
3 
549 


75 

8 
93 
51  3 

5 

7-8 

2 
39-5 

3 
27  5 

6 

2 

3  5 

2 

7 

3 

1 

1 

2  1 

15 
14 
10 

2 
18  7 

6 

2 

4 
61 
12 

3 

1 

3 
27 

1 
28 
19 
30 

6  6 
15 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 
Tibia  ununited.  Treated  by  drilling  and  after- 
wards by  resection.  Stul  under  treatoo^nt. 
Out  of  this  time,  patient  has  been  employed 
at  his  trade  (that  of  a  carpenter)  for  about 
six  months. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
1  returned  to  duty  ;  1  in  hospital. 
Returned  to  duty. 

1  died  (Pincher  Creek) ;  1  returned  to  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
1  in  hospital ;  6  returned  to  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 
I  do 

'l  sent  to  Regina ;  9  returned  to  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 
I  do 

jSent  to  Regina. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 
'Med.  and  duty. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

I  do 

II  returned  to  duty  ;1    in  hospital. 
I  Returned  to  duty. 

'  do 


Average  daily  sick  parade,  6  "3. 


E.  A.  BRA^THWAITE, 

Hospital  Sergeant, 
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APPENDIX   Y, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  HOSPITAL  STEWARD  MONCRIEFF,  M.D.,  1890. 

Fort  Saskatchewan,  2nd  December,  1890. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  forthwith  lo  forwai-d  you  the  annual  division  medical 
report  for  the  year  ending  30th  November,  1890.  Since  my  taking  over  medical 
charge  from  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Tofield  last  April,  with  the  exception  of  one 
unfortunate  death  among  the  men  of  the  division,  excellent  health  has  been  the  rule 
at  this  Post.  The  wives  and  families  of  the  married  men  seena  to  monoi)olize  such 
disorders  as  are  to  be  had,  as  I  have  been  furnished  with  patients  requiring  either 
medical  or  surgical  treatment  from  this  contingent  of  the  division  ever  since  I 
arrived.  The  case  of  prisoner  Ooyle's  death  on  25th  June  was  reported  upon  at  the 
time.  At  the  request  of  the  coroner  I  performed  the  post  mortem  at  the  inquest, 
when  death  by  self-inflicted  injury  was  obvious.  The  case  of  Regl.  No.  1981,  Con- 
stable Tatte,  who  died  on  2nd  August,  at  Edmonton,  of  acute  congestion  of  the  brain, 
was  reported  on  in  detail  at  the  time,  so  need  not  be  enlarged  on  here.  The  case 
of  prisoner  Johnston,  an  aged  and  paralytic  vagrant,  who  occupied  a  bed  in  the  hos- 
pital for  over  six  months,  has  been  written  on  separately.  Our  having  to  admit 
unsavoury  tramps,  suffering  from  disease,  as  patients  in  the  division  hospital,  is  no 
doubt  one  of  the  unavoidable  drawbacks  arising  from  the  poorly  settlea  and  semi- 
developed  condition  of  the  country.  It  was  necessary  in  the  sumfner  to  have  the 
use  of  a  certain  latrine  inside  the  barrack  yard  discontinued.  This  has  been  the  only 
unsanitary  appointment  at  the  Post  which  I  have  been  able  to  discover.  The  drink- 
ing water  from  the  nver  is  above  criticism,  and  the  conditions  as  to  ventilation, 
accommodation  and  good  supply  under  which  the  men  exist  seems  unexceptional. 
The  drugs  requisitioned  for  have  not  yet  arrived,  howevei,  we  have  run  short  of  no 
absolute  necessity,  excepting  chloride  of  lime,  a  qufintity  of  which  was  purchased 
from  the  chemist  at  Edmonton.  Asregaixis  surgical  instruments,  our  stock  is  of  the 
smallest,  being  chiefly  represented  by  two  denial  cases  and  a  surgeon's  dressing  case. 
Still  there  has  occurred  no  urgent  need  of  other  instruments,  excepting  in  two 
instances,  the  one  an  obstetrical,  the  other  a  gynecological  case.  However,  I  was 
fortunately  able  to  furnish  the  required  instruments  to  operate  in  both  ca^es.  My 
predecessor  called  your  attention  in  his  report  of  last  year  to  the  want  of  a  good 
hospital  here,  so  I  need  not  dwell  on  the  subject  merely  taking  the  liberty  to  endorse 
the  fact  that  such  a  want  exists.  The  arrival  of  the  railroad  in  the  neighbourhood 
will,  no  doubt,  effect  beneficially  the  existing  medical  arragements  and  appointments 
of  this  Post,  so  that  the  members  of  this  division  may  expect  ere  long  all  the  con- 
veniences which  their  comrades  in  the  southern  divisions  enjoy,  and  which  can 
hardly  be  expected  in  a  Post  180  miles  from  railroad  communication.  Appended  you 
will  please  to  find  the  annual  sick  returns. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MONCRIEFF,  M.D., 

The  Commissioner  N.-W.  M.  Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report  for  "  G  "  Division,  1890. 


Number 

I      ^^ 
,  Cases. 


Cases, 


>ns  of — 


agestion 

idary  to    cerebral  | 


nne... . 
Cases, 


iger 
ns. . . 


I 

Number  I  Average 
of      I  Dura- 
Days.    I    tion. 


5 
6 
5 
12 
1 
4 
1 
1 


1 

1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

18 

67 

4 

2 
1 


1 

1 

18 
1 
5 
3 
1 
1 
1 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


10 
7 
6 

20 
1 

,H7 
1 
1 


1 
1 

1 

11 
1 

1 
82 
20 
1 
9 
1 

52 

1 

1 
1 

2 
32 

243 

1 

18 
213 

4 

6 
3 


5 

41 

47 

4 

5 

26 

2 

2 

1 

9 

34 


2 

ill 

1     I 

fi 

I 
2 

1 
1 

1 

? 

1 
32 
20 

1 


52 

1 

1 
1 


Recovered  ; 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


returned  to  duty, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do  do 

Still  exempt  from  riding. 
Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 


do 

do 
do 

do 
do 


do 

do 
do 

do 
do 


2  Regl.  No.  1981,  Con.  Taffe,  died  2nd  Aug. 

4  Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 

243  ]  A  vagrant,  who  left  much  relieved. 

1  Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 


1     I 
1 


do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 


3    .Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 
3    I        do  do 


I 


5 
41 

4 
1 

Si 

2 
2 

k 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Extraction,  and  returned  to  duty. 
Two  of  these   ulcers  in  same    patient 
Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty. 
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Annual  Sick  Eeport  for  "G"  Division,  1890. — Concluded, 


Disease. 


I 

i  Number 

,      of 
{  Cases. 


Number 

of 
Days. 


Surgical  Cases — Con. 


Wounds — 

With  axe 

do    blimt  instruments. 

circular  saw 

knife 

pistol  ball 

pitchfork . 


Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
Wrist  severely  contused. 


2 

6 

2 

14 

5  hrs. 

1 
18 


Surgeon's  Remarks. 


2 
3 
2 

7 
5  hrs. 

1 
18 


Recovered ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Case  of  a  prisoner's  suicide. 

Recovered  ;  returned  to  duty, 
do  do 


D.  S.  MONCEIEFP,  M.D., 

Hospital  Steward. 
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APPENDIX  Z. 


ANNUAL  REPOET  OF  VETERINARY  SURGEON  BCRNETT,  1890. 


Headquarters,  N.  W.  M.  P., 

Reoina,  30th  November,  1890. 

SiE, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  this  mv  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
30th  November,  1890. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  health  of  the  horses  was  anything  but  satif^ 
factory.  Typhoid  fever  was  reported  from  two  of  the  divisions  stationed  in  the 
north,  and  following  close  upon  this  rather  alarming  intelligence  word  of  numerous 
cases  of  strangles  was  received.  This  outbreak  had  hardly  subsided  before  we  had 
an  epidemic  of  influenza  to  contend  with.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  we  have  lo3t 
fewer  horses  this  year  than  any  year  since  1884,  and  although  I  cannot  vouch  for 
the  accuracy  of  this  statement  (not  having  the  records  to  refer  to),  I  believe  it  to 
be  the  lowest  percentage  of  deaths  for  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  Force.  Within 
the  last  six  months  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  health  and  condi- 
tion of  the  horses ;  the  epidemic  of  influenza  which  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  having  passed  over  without  having  any  very  bad  effects,  although  it  was 
of  a  very  severe  form,  and  a  number  of  the  animals  attacked  wore  left  unfit  for  duty 
for  some  months  afterwards.    However,  no  deaths  resulted  from  it. 

Typhoid  fever  made  its  appearance  early  in  the  year,  and  has  continued  up  to 
the  present  time,  but  in  isolated  cases  only,  just  one  death  occurring,  viz.,  that  of 
horse  Regl.  No.  1610,  which  died  on  the  8th  December,  1889,  at  this  Post, 
This  horse  was  left  here  by  "  F  "  Division  in  the  fall  of  last  year,  and  was  suffering 
from  the  disease  when  the  division  arrived  here  from  Prince  Albert.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  trip  down  tended  to  the  unfavourable  termination  of  the  case.  The  Force 
has  been  particularly  fortunate  in  loosing  only  one  horse  fi'om  typhoid.  Others 
have  been  verv  heavy  loosers — for  instance,  some  of  the  sub-contractors  on  the 
Calgary  and  fidmonton  Railway.  Three  firms  had  no  less  than  100  deaths  in 
their  stables,  being  about  one-third  of  the  number  of  horses  owned  by  them.  I 
believe  these  horses  contracted  the  fever  while  in  the  viciaity  of  Prince  Albert,  on 
the  construction  of  the  Regina  and  Long  Lake  Railway,  and  it  proved  so  fatal  on 
account  of  the  treatment  the  horses  received.  Both  sick  and  healthy  animals  wei*e 
kept  standing  together,  and  no  means  were  taken  to  disinfect  the  stables,  or  to 
secure  proper  ventilation  or  cleanliness.  In  a  great  many  instances  horses  that  had 
contracted  the  disease  were  kept  at  work  as  long  as  they  were  able  to  draw  a  load. 

One  death  resulted  ftom  strangles,  that  of  horse  Regl.  No.  831,  which  occurred 
on  the  14th  December,  1889.  This  was  a  case  of  what  is  known  as  irregular 
strangles,  in  which  abscesses  appear  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  death  being  the 
usual  termination  of  this  form  of  the  disease. 

Grlandei*s  occasionally  appear  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  although  it  is 
not  nearly  so  prevelant  as  in  former  yeai's.  Horses  Regl.  Nos.  919  and  1449  were 
destroyed,  botn  suffering  with  this  malady.  In  both  of  those  cases  the  glanders 
appeared  as  a  sequela  and  was  not  the  result  of  infection.  Credit  is  due  the  Police 
for  having  in  a  great  measure  assisted  in  stamping  out  this  disease.  The  foregoing 
are  the  only  diseases  met  with  this  year  worthy  of  special  mention. 

Ninety-two  re-mounts  were  purchased  this  year,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception 
of  one  that  met  with  an  accident,  proved  to  be  good,  useful  houses.  Great  difliculty 
however,  was  experienced  in  getting  this  number,  as  the  majority  of  breeders  appeal* 
each  year  to  bo  getting  farther  away  from  the  class  of  horses  we  require,  and  if  the 
system  at  present  followed  is  not  soon  changed  we  will  have  to  look  for  our  saddle 
hoi*ses  in  some  market  other  than  that  of  Alberta.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the 
class  of  mares  owned  in  the  country,  but  breeders  must  learn  that  weedy  thorough- 
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bred  or  heavy  draught  stallions  cannot  siie  good  saddle  hordes,  no  matter  how  good 
the  mare  may  be.  During  the  year-I  inspected  the  horses  of  the  following  divisions, 
viz. :  "  A,"  "  B,"  "  E,"  "  D,"  "  H,"  and  "  K  " ;  also  the  horses  on  detachment  at  Banff, 
Kipp,  Milk  Eiver  Ridge,  St. Mary 's,  Swift  Current,  Moose  Jaw,  Qu'Appelle,  Whitewood, 
Moosomin,  Cannington,  Alameda,  Saltcoats,  Willow  Bunch  and  Wood  Mountain,  and 
found  them^in  good  oitler.  Special  mention  might  be  made  of  the  "  B  "  Division  horees 
on  detachment  at  Wood  Mountain.  I  inspected  those  horses  in  September,  and  found 
them  in  the  best  possible  condition,  although  they  had  had  an  extra  hard  summer's 
wprk.    At  the  time  of  my  visit  not  one  of  the  number  was  off  duty. 

Most  of  the  detachments  are  now  provided  with  good,  comfortable  stables,  which 
are  a  great  benefit  to  the  horses,  especially  in  the  spring  and  fall ;  the  improvement  in 
their  condition  is  good  evidence  that .  the  money  spent  in  the  construction  of  those 
buildings  has  been  a  wise  outlay — in  fact,  I  attribute  in  no  t-mall  degree  the  fine, 
healthy  appearance  of  our  houses  in  general  to  the  better  stable  accommodation 
provided  for  them.  Hospital  stables  are  required  by  some  divisions,  Fort  Macleod, 
especially,  being  in  need  of  such  a  building,  which  I  hope  to  see  erected  next  summer. 
Before  closipg,!  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  re  our  re-mount  horses.  In  my  opinion 
our  young  horses  are  put  to  hard  work  much  too  soon  after  purchase,  and  the 
usefulness  of  quite  a  number  of  them  curtailed  on  that  account.  I  would  strongly 
recommend  that  all  young  horses  be  kept  at  the  headquarters  of  the  division  to 
which  they  are  posted  for  at  least  three  months  after. being  taken  over.  Attached 
will  be  found  general  sick  report  for  the  year* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  BURNETT, 

Veterinary  Surgeon, 


The  Commissioner  N.  W.  M.  Police, 
Resrina. 


NORTH  WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
General  Sick  Report  of  Horses. 


Disease. 

Number 

of 
Cases. 

Disease. 

Number 

of 
Cases. 

Lianieness 

126 

3 

31 

5 

4 

11 

33 

Parasites 

Diseases  of  the  eye 

Growths 

(rlanders 

Fevers 

Injuries 

2 

Fractures 

11 

Digestive  system..                

8 

Nervous        do     

2 

Urino-genital  system 

Skin  and  absorbent  system 

Respiratory  system 

7 
183 
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Death  Eoll  of  Hoi-ses  for  1890. 

1 

Date. 

Cause  and  Place  of  Death. 

1 

Date. 

Cause  and  Place  of  D^tb. 

1 

I 

1 
1    1889.    j 

1890. 

1356;Dec.    2.  lAjfoturia,  Prince  Albert.                         I 

1641  Mar.  7. 

390 

do     8. 

Disease  of  brain  (bony  tumour),  Prince  |  169 
Albert.    .                                            1    282 

Apr.  13. 
do    27. 

Pulmonary  apoplexy,  Ma^e  Creek. 
Found  dead  m  wash  out,  St.  Mary's. 

1343 

do     8. jAccident,  Red  Deer                                   1726 

do    29. 

Drowned  in  Battle  River,  Battleford. 

3610 

do     8. 1  Typhoid  fever,  Regina.                           i    520 

May   7. 

Drowned  in  Old  Man's  River,  MackodL 

831 

do   14 . 1  Irregular  stranglea,  Macleod.                 1  1182 

do     7. 

do            do 

1510 

do   17., Thrombus,  BatUeford.                            111368 

do   19. 

Heart  disease,  Prince  Albert. 

1890.                                                                        1  1499 

June 30. 

I>rowned  in  Bow  River. 

919  Jan.    1 . '  Glanders,  Macleod. 

1089 

Oct.  16. 

Pneumonia,  Edmonton. 

1679 

do    14. 

Diabetes,  Prince  Albert. 

1677 

do    18. 

General  debili^.  Prince  Albert. 
Hemorrhage,  Banff. 

1721 

do   15. 

Asthenia,  Pincher  Creek. 

1513 

do    27. 

1664 

do   20. 

Fracture  of  second  and  third  lumbar 

1630 

Nov.  17. 

Injury    to    stifle   joint.        Destroyed, 
Morden. 

vertebrae,  Prince  Albert. 

1449 

do   28. 

Glanders,  Macleod. 

1801 

do   23. 

Paralysis,  Prince  Albert. 

1418 

Feb.    8. 

Pleurodynia  and  rheumatism,  Prince 

1308 

do   22. 

Fracture  of  knee  joint,  Regina. 

Albert. 

272i  do   25. 

Fracture  of   metacarpal   joint,    Leth- 

363 

do   19 

Pycpmia,  Battleford. 

1 

bridge. 

499 

do   22. 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis,  Macleod. 

1804  Aug.  6. 

Cerebral  hemorrhage.  Prince  Albeit. 

1412!  Mar.  20 .  Diabetes,  Retina. 

1 
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APPENDIX     AA-   • 


ANNUAL  EEPOKT  OF  ASSISTANT  VETEEINAEY  SUEGEON 
WEOUGHTON,  1890. 

FoET  MACLEOD,  November,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  forward,  for  the  information  of 
the  Commissioner,  this  my  report  for  the  year  ending  30th  November,  1890. 

The  past  year  I  have  been  in  veterinary  medical  charge  of  the  horees  of  the 
three  divisions  stationed  in  this  section  of  the  country,  viz.,  "  D,"  "  H  "  and  "  K." 
The  headquarters  of  the  divisions  named,  and  their  several  detachments,  are 
constantly  visited  by  myself. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  infectious  or  contagious  disease  exists  amongst 
the  Police  horses  in  this  district,  and  that  the  general  health  has  been  very  good 
throughout  the  year. 

During  the  winter,  horse  Eegl.  No.  499  ^an  old  horse),  which  had  been  cast  ad 
useless  for  further  Police  work,  died  from  iaiopathic  spinal  meningitis,  becoming 
completely  paralyzed  in  its  hind  extremities.  Two  other  horses  in  January  last 
contracted  glanders  and  were  at  once  destroyed.  Both  these  horses  belonged  to 
"  H"  Division.  Everything  was  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease  in  tho 
stables,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  with  good  success,  no  other  horses  contracting  it. 
No  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  outbreak,  as  the  horses  were  never  in  contact 
with  any  known  or  even  suspected  case  of  glanders. 

In  **D"  Division  a  pack  pony  was  destroyed,  as  it  was  suffering  fi*om  "  round 
celled  sarcoma,  the  tumor  extending  downwards  below  the  scapula,  where  incision 
was  impossible.  In  this  division  they  also  lost  another  horse  from  pyania.  The 
animal  was  suffering  from  irregular  sti-angles,  marked  by  the  development  of 
abscesses  in  various  internal  organs. 

No  deaths  have  occuired  since  February  of  the  present  year,  and  the  horses 
throughout  tho  whole  of  my  district  are  in  excellent  health.  They  are  hard  worked, 
as  the  mileage  of  the  different  divisions  will  testify. 

Twenty-two  remounts  were  posted  to  the  three  Divisions  of  this  District 
last  spring,  and  I  am  glad  to  state  they  have  turned  out  remarkably  well.  They 
were  all  purchased  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  were  very  carefully  selected. 

On  the  24th  May  a  public  sale  of  cast  Police  horses  was  held  at  Macleod,  when 
six  of  "D"  and  one  of  "H  "  Division  were  sold.  These  horses  sold  fairly  well  for 
this  part  of  the  country,  where  the  demand  for  horaes  is  limited  at  present. 

I  should  like  again  to  draw  attention,  as  I  did  last  year,  to  the  fact  that  here  in 
Macleod  and  Leth bridge  good  hospital  stables  with  isolated  loose  boxes,  are  very 
much  needed.  The  intirmary  stable  here  is  a  portion  of  the  long  log  stable;  it 
answers  fairly  well,  and  is  the  best  we  can  get ;  but  there  is  no  way  of  isolating  a 
horse  which  is  or  may  be  suspected  of  suffering  from  a  contagious  or  infectious 
disease,  and  no  means  of  keeping  up  an  equitable  temperature,  which  is  so  essential 
is  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  The  flooring  is  also  very  unsatisfactory,  there 
being  no  proper  drainage.  Ijethbridge  is  even  worse  off  in  this  respect  than  we  are. 
They  have  no  regular  sick  stable — merely  three  stalls,  and  one  loose  box,  parti- 
tioned off  from  one  of  the  large  stables.  This  arrangement  I  consider  highly  unsatis- 
factory in  every  way,  and  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  or  contagious 
disease  might  prove  truly  disastrous. 

The  large  frame  stable  which  I  reported  upon  last  year  has  been  thoroughly 
repaired,  and  is  now  the  best  stable  in  the  Post.  The  flooring  was  taken  up,  and  the 
space  below  filled  with  clay,  the  passage  way  and  the  back  part  of  the  stalls  being 
refloored,  leaving  the  front  clay  for  the  horses  forefeet  lo  stand  upon.  The  inside  has 
also  been  cased,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  a  thoroughly  warm,  and 
comfortable  stable. 
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The  horses  not  required  for  use  in  the  Post,  or  on  detachment,  are  kept  on  herd 
about  six  miles  from  the  Post.  These  horses  are  visited  by  myself  twice  a  week, 
and  are  horded  by  a  detachftient  of  men  told  off  for  that  purpose.  This  herd  is  very 
useful ;  horaes  a  little  stale  or  run  down,  or  off  duty,  and  requiring  a  rest,  are  sent  on 
this  herd,  where  they  are  allowed  to  run  until  they  are  sound  and  fit  for  duty  again. 
By  this  means  we  are  enabled  to  keep  our  horses,  in  excellent  working  order.  The 
horses  on  herd  are  constantly  changed,  as  necessity  requires,  the  sound  ones  being 
replaced  by  others  requiring  a  short  time  at  grass. 

A  large  number  of  horses  are  now  on  detachment  duty,  and  are  frequently  visited 
by  myself,  and,  although  worked  hai*d,  are  in  excellent  health. 

Several  horses  have  been  purchased  during  the  year  and  attached  to  different 
divisions  for  duty  in  this  district. 

Trusting  that  my  services,  and  those  of  my  assistants  Staff-Sergeant  Fraser  and 
Corporal  Ayre,  have  met  with  appproval. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  WEOUGHTON,  D.Y.S., 
To  Supeiintendent  S.  B.  Steele,  Veterinary  Surgeon, 

Commanding  N.-W.  Mounted  Police. 
Macleod  District. 


NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE— "D"  DIVISION. 
Veterinary  Cases,  30th  November,  1889,  to  30th  November,  1890. 


Dweasen. 


Abec-ess    

Ansemia 

Azoturia 

Bruised  feet 

Calk ..    .. 

Colic 

Collar  gall 

Conjestion  of  limgn'. . 

Corns 

Curb 

Cut  barbed  wire 

Enlarged  fetlock   . . 
do       tendons . . . 

Indigestion 

Influenza 

Kick 

Lacerated  wounds. . . 

Laryngitis 

Pricked  by  nail.. 

Uuarter  cvack ....... 

Rope  burn 

Saddle  gall 

Seedy  toe 

Si)avin 

Splint 

Sprained  fetlock .... 

Sprain  psde.  muscle . 

do    met.  tendon. . 

Sitfast 

Worms 

Wounds 


No.  of 
Cases. 


No.  of 

Days  oflf 

Duty. 


1 
8    I 

1    I 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

5 

4 

I 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 


28 
32 

9 

8 
33 

1 

76 
10 
70 
21 
10 
17 
54 

5 
97 
39 
81 
25 
11 
15 

6 
56 
10 
19 
50 
70 
23 
10 
29 

8 
58 


Average 
Dura- 
tioli. 


28 
11 

9 

8 
16^ 

1 

11 
10 
10 
21 
10 
17 
18 

5 
11 

8 

20 
25 
11 
15 

6 
19 
10 
19 
25 
10 
23 
10 
lOi 

29 


Veterinary  Surgeon's  Remarks. 


Returned  to  duty, 
do 
/  do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Cast  and  sold. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


T.  A.  WKOUGHTON,  D.V.S. 

Veterinary  Surgeon, 
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NOETH-WEST  MOUNTED   POLICE—"  H"  DIVISION. 
Veterinary  Cases,  30th  November,  1889,  to  30th  November,  1890. 


Diseases. 


Ansemia .     

Bniised  feet 

Calk 

Capped  hock 

Colic 

Collar  gall 

Corns 

Curb 

Fracture  of  pastern  bone 

Glanders  .   . 

Inflamed  neck 

Influenza 

Kick 

Lacerated  wounds 

Pricked  by  nail 

Rope  bum  

Rheumatism 

Saddle  eall 

Sprained  fetlock 

Sitfast 

Strained  back 

Strangles 

Woims 


-    - 

■ 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 

Days  off 

Duty. 

2 

16 

4 

26 

1 

18 

1 

24 

1 

1 

10 

117 

5 

48 

1 

21 

1 

78 

2 

1 

3 

3 

60 

3 

16 

1 

8 

3 

24 

1 

4 

1 

14 

3 

53 

5 

84 

1 

21 

1 

8 

2 

37 

1 

3 

Average 
Dura- 
tion. 


Veterinary  Surgeon's  Remarks. 


8 

6i 
18 
M 

1 

12 
10 
21 
78 


3 
20 

5 

8 
24 

4 

14 
18 
17. 
21 

8 
184 

3 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Destroyed. 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


T.  A.  WROUGHTON,  D.V.S., 

Veterinary  Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX  BB. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  VETEEINAEY  STAFF  SEEGBANT  SWEETAPPLE, 

'*F"  DIVISION,  1890. 


Princb  Albert,  30th  November,  1890. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  30th 
November,  1890. 

As  usual,  we  have  had  a  great  daal  of  sickness  and  loss,  more  particularly  among 
our  young  hoi^ses,  and  horses  that  had  not  properly  recovered  from  previous  disease. 

This  is  largely  due  to  the  grass  or  grasses,  and  can  be  attributed  to  two  caosee. 

In  the  fii'st  place,  slough  grass  grows  very  quickly  and  luxuriantly;  consequently 
it  is  very  succulent,  possessing  lar^e  quantities  of  water  at  the  expense  of  some  of 
the  constituents  necessary  for  the  building  up  and  maintaining  in  a  proper  state  of 
health  of  the  different  tissues  of  the  animal  body. 

In  the  second  place,  I  believe  there  is  a  species  of  plant  or  gra^  possessing 
narcotic  pi*operties,  which  is  particularly  active  in  August  and  September,  and  pro- 
duces a  disease,  the  symptoms  of  which  closely  resemble  typhoid  fever  in  many 
respects ;  but,  from  a  further  study  and  from  a  closer  examination,  both  in  regard  to 
our  own  horses  and  other  animals  in  the  district,  I  am  quite  convinced  it  can  be 
attnbuted  to  the  above  cause. 

The  water  from  the  river  must  be  free  from  anv  contagious  matter  after  being 
exposed,  though  even  for  a  short  time,  to  the  purifying  influence  of  the  atmosphere ; 
and  our  well  water,  though  slightly  alkaline,  has  no  injurious  effects. 

Accidental  injuries  are  rare,  and  as  our  stables  are  excellent  we  are  entirely  free 
from  the  many  diseases  due  to  improper  ventilation. 

Our  young  horses  were  mouthed,  and  thoroughly  understood  the  use  of  the  bit, 
and  were  accustomed  to  the  saddle  before  being  ridden,  a  very  great  improvement 
on  breaking  and  teaching  use  of  bit  afterwards. 

I  would  beg  to  recommend  that  all  the  young  horses  be  broken  at  Begina,  and 
not  transferred  until  they  are  at  least  five  years  old. 

I  shall  also  recommend  that  hoi*8es  be  sent  to  this  division,  at  least  in  the 
autumn,  as  they  undoubtedly  stand  the  winter  much  better  than  the  summer  and 
autumn  months. 

I  also  prefer  doing  away  with  the  shoeing  of  young  horses  as  much  as  possible, 
where  the  soil  is  free  from  grnvel. 

There  was  a  slight  outbi*eak  of  anthrax  amon^  cattle  in  the  early  summer,  due 
to  the  dampness  of  the  season  and  luxuriant  gi*oww  of  grass. 

1 1  ave  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  SWEETAPPLE,  V.S., 

Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant, 

The  Commissioner  N.-W.  M.  Police, 
Eegina. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


175 


APPENDIX  C  C. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  YETERINARY  STAFF  SERGEANT  PRINGLE,  "C" 

DIVISION,  1890. 

Battlbpoed,  iBt  December,  1890 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  30th 
November,  1890. 

I  took  over  the  duties  of  my  Department  in  "  C  "  Division  on  the  Ist  of  July, 
on  my  arrival  ft-om  Maple  Creek. 

The  general  health  of  the  horses  in  this  division  is  excellent. 

Have  at  present  thirty  horses  at  herd  four  miles  from  the  Post,  which  I  visit 
frequently.   They  are  in  good  health  and  condition. 

Have  supplied  the  different  pai*ties  leaving  on  duty  with  I'equisite  medicines,  and 
instructions  for  use  of  same ;   also  the  detachment  at  Onion  Lake. 

The  oats  delivered  by  contractors  are  of  good  quality. 

The  hay  delivered  by  contractors  is  of  go^  quality ;  had  to  reject  a  large  amount, 
•owing  to  its  being  improperly  cured  and  mixed  with  fox-tail. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  west  end  of  reserve,  now  enclosed,  be  fenijed  across 
fi-om  south  to  north  for  an  exercising  menage  for  hoi'ses. 

The  supply  of  drags  now  on  hand  is  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  division. 
I  have  requisitioned  for  moi  e. 

Would  strongly  recommend  the  removal  of  the  waterclosets  from  their  present 

I)osition,  they  being  too  close  to  No.  1  stable,  as  in  the  spring  and  summer  they  are 
iable  to  generate  disease. 

I  would  recommend  that  an  hospital  stable  be  built  on  this  Post,  as  at  present  I 
am  using  the  north  end  of  the  officei^s'  stable.  Two  loose  boxes  are  in  course  of  con- 
struction there. 

We  will  require  at  least  fifteen  re-mounts  next  spring,  there  being  so  many  old 
horses,  and  others  with  chronic  complaints,  which  I  will  recommend  to  be  cast. 
I  append  herewith  my  annual  report  of  cases  under  treatment  in  division. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  sei^vant, 
The  Officer  Commanding  J.  PRINGLE, 

"  C  "  Division.  Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant. 

NORTH-WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE. 
Annual  Sick  Report  of  Horses,  "  C  "  Division,  for  the  Tear  ended  30th  Nov.,  1890. 


Disf^ase. 


Abscess 

Bruised  heel 

Bum  on  breast 

Colic 

Constipation 

Fever,  typhoid 

Nephretis  

Punctured  wounds 

do        and  lacerated  wound . . 

Sore  shoulders 

H^train  of  suspy  ligts 

do      back  tendons 

Tabes  mesenterica , 


Number 

Average 

of 

Dur- 

Days. 

ation. 

31 
13 

■!l 

7 

7 

5 

1 

1            6 

6 

32 

32 

!            7 

7 

4 

4 

19 

19 

50 

5f 

28 

14 

6 

6 

16 

16 

Remarks. 


Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Under  treatment 
Returned  to  duty. 

do 

do 

do 


J.  PEINGLE, 
Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant. 
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APPENDIX  DD. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  VETERENARY  STAFF  SERGEANT  POETT, 

"A"  DIVISION,  1890. 


Maple  Cbeek,  1st  December,  1890. 

SiE, — I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  that  upoa  my  being  transfered  from  "C" 
to  "A"  Division  I  arrived  at  Maple  Creek  on  the  10th  July  last,  and  immediately 
took  over  the  veterinary  medical  duties  and  stores  of  the  division  under  year 
command  as  Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant 

I  found  the  horses  in  good  condition.  There  were  some  few  surgical  cases,  that 
were  at  once  placed  under  treatment,  and  were  soon  after  discharged  from  the  sick- 
stable  cured,  and  returned  to  duty.  Nine  horses  I  found,  on  a  thprough  examina- 
tion, to  bo  unfit  for  further  service  in  the  Force.  These  were  brought  before  the  Com- 
missioner and  cast,  by  order  of  a  Board  of  officers  assembled  for  that  pui*pose. 

All  saddle  horses  of  this  division  are  now  shod  with  a  light,  narrow,  bevelled 
shoe,  with  small  calks  in  winter;  all  team  horses  are  shod  with  the  wide-webbed 
concave  shoe,  which  has  been  found  in  this  section  of  the  country  the  pattern 
best  adapted  to  the  work  our  horses  are  called  upon  to  perform. 

The  team  horses  of  **'  A  '*  Division  are  a  very  superior  class  of  draught  animals, 
and  by  no  means  too  heavy  for  the  active  work  at  which  they  are  constantly 
eniployed,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  The  trails  which  deviate  in 
different  directions  through  the  Cypress  Hills  are  only  accessible  by  a  continual 
up-hill  grade,  over  which  many  of  these  horses  are  constantly  travelling,  owing  to 
the  fact  of  their  havins^  to  draw  rations  and  forage,  i.e.  oats,  to  the  different  frontier 
detachments  of  this  division  situated  in  the  C^^press  Hills.  The  nature  of  the 
ground  in  certain  sections  of  this  district  is  very  stony,  and  the  nearer  you  approach 
the  foot-hills  the  more  rocky  the  trails  become. 

I  found  all  the  saddle  horses  free  from  lameness,  which  is  a  remarkable  fact, 
when  one  takes  into  consideration  the  long  distances  gone  over  daily  by  the  mounted 
men  of  this  division  while  employed  upon  patrol  duty. 

Shortly  after  ray  arrival  at  this  Post  1  was  informed  that  glanders  was  present 
in  the  district.  I  was  ordered  to  examine  a  number  of  horses  in  the  Bear  Creek 
district,  I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  above  named  place,  and  there  inspects 
nearly  all  the  horses  oelonging  to  the  ranchers  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Then 
all  stock,  both  in  and  around  Maple  Creek  for  a  consideraole  distance,  was  examined. 
I  found  one  horse  afflicted  with  acute  glanders,  showing  all  the  diagnostic  symp- 
toms of  that  disease.  I  also  found  several  cases  of  chronic  glanders,  which  were 
immediately  destroyed,  in  compliance  with  the  ordinance  relating  to  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases  of  animals  in  the  North-West  Territories. 

At  Swift  Current  I  also  found  chronic  glanders  in  a  herd  of  horaes,  two  of  which 
were  destroyed,  and  the  remainder  isolated. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  no  new  cases  have  been  reported, 
and  I  trust  ere  long  this  most  serious  and  troublesome  disease  will  be  a  thing  of  the 
past  in  the  Territories. 

The  quality  of  the  hay  supplied  to  this  Post  is  excellent,  but  it  was  put  up 
under  considerable  difficulty,  owing  to  the  unsually  wet  season  that  prevailed. 

The  oats  supplied  were  well-filled  Black  Tartary  and  white  oats  mixed,  and 
upon  inspection  were  found  clean  and  of  good  quality. 

All  horses  belonging  to  the  various  detachments  of  this  division  have  been  seen 
and  examined.  Proper  supplies  of  veterinary  mediciue  and  instructions  for  its  use 
have  been  furnished  to  the  different  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  of  the 
detached  Posts. 
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Before  closing  this  report,  I  would  most  respectfally  request  that  I  be  provided 
with  a  pair  of  square  surgeons  wallets,  that  can  be  attached  to  my  saddle,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  medicines  and  other  portable  veterinary  surgical  appliances 
used  in  the  veterinary  department  of  this  Foi-ce ;  also,  that  a  pouch  and  belt  be 
supplied,  the  pouch  when  opened  to  form  case  of  two-ply  vetennary  instruments. 

No  diseases  of  an  epizootic  type  have  occurred  among  the  horses  of  this 
division  during  the  past  year.  The  cases  principally  treated  by  me  were  of  a  surgical 
nature. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  POETT, 

Veterinary  Staff  Sergeant. 

The  Oflacer  Commanding  K  W.  M.  Police, 
Maple  Creek. 
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